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111  til."  nuruiMii  of  .Idhn  ( taiixxis  lor  hi-  t  radiiiL:  <  x- 

ploit:'  witli  tlio  Iiuliaii.s.  and  \i\>  coiuiiKMcia  1  int.t'i'(.'oiirse  with  l.ho 
Diitclint  Now  Aiiisloi-daiii  and  thi'  pooido  o|  \'ir^iniM,  undt  itook.  in 
o(»in|»any  witli  throe  otlior  nioii,  a  tradin;;  toiii-  tlii'ou^h  tlio  Nijnnuok 
o(»untry  to  tlio  Connectiout  h'ivoi-,  in  sjrdor  to  >\>y  out,  the  doings  ot 
tho  Duti'h.  as  \v(dl  as  to  heconu;  hotter  ae(Hiainted  witli  tlieir  eounti'v. 

His  trail  lod  him  through  the  Indian  towns  in  this  CMMintr}'  ol'  the 
Xipnnicks,  while  lie  traded  and  lod^-od  at  tho  \  illai;'os.  At  one  »d' 
these,  ^''rnntuscjue," — the  Indian  naiiio  tor  tho  territor}'  now  partly 
within  the  towns  (,!'  Sturhridi^c  and  Soul  lihrid<4(%  he  was  presentod 
with  lumps  ot  hlaek  lead,  '*wlu're<d  tho  Indians  i(dd  him  there  was  a 
whole  rock."  On  the  return  <A'  (Hdliam  and  his  eomjtanions  to 
li<»ston,  they  bore  haek  witli  them  samples  ot  f  his  hlaek  lead,  also 
heans  and  hem]»  which  they  liad  touiid  j^rowinii,-  ahinidantly 
in  the  valley  (d'  the  Conneetieut,  and  wliieh  liad  heen  <;iven 
tliein  hy  the  ti-iendly  sat-liems.  'I'hese  tour  men  were  the  lir.st  whit<' 
men  to  visit  the  i-e!j,'ion  in  whieh  we  live  toilay.  W'e  are  all  iamiliar 
with  tin'  st(M-y  ot  tlie  Sturhrid<;e  lead-mine,  whieli  has  heen  nnne  or 
less  dev(dope(l  siiiee  those  early  days.  'I'hus  thirteen  years  atter  the 
landin<^'  at  riymouth,  and  only  three  years  alter  he  airival  ot 
1  ;overn<»r  \\'inthro|t  at  lloston.  tiii.s  region  heeame  somewhat  known 
tor  tile  value  ot  its  natural  resourees. 

Joim  >\  iidliiop,  dr.,  son  (d  (iovernor  ^^'inthroll,  heeamo  interested 
in  this  rej;iou  wliieh  liad  heen  s^'ranted  to  iiim.  and  as  early  as  ICHS, 
it  ai)])oars  that  he  had  men  at  woik  in  tlu'  mine.  Not  until  171"),  was 
this  ^rant  sur\ eyed,  and  then  hy  d(din  (  'haiidlei',  Jr.,  the  same  diaii 
who  was  employed  to  layout  the  Eliot  i^iant  which  was  vlt*ited  by 
this  Society.  <  'et.  VJ,  lUOO. 
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Tlic  lirst  town  loundi'd  in  Woi-i'cstor  Counly  \va<  T.:mc.'ist('i\  l»y  a 
roinjjaiiy,  one  ol'  wliicli  was  Stcplit'ii  hay.Llic  piintcr  in  Aniciira 
w  ho  was  ill  C'aiiihrid^c  in  and  is  l^now  ii  lo  lia\f  \  isiLcd  Tan- 

tns<[ue,'"  in  10-14.  LancasU'r  wa-  loundrd  in  oi'alxtnl,  ]{','>'.'>.  I*i(w  i(>ns 
to  the  year  172"),  wln-n  tlie  tirsl  clluris  lUi  llio  ^rant  td  Ihc  idw  n  ot 
Sturhi-idi^'o  were  niach-,  ( )\!(»rd,  Un lokfudd,  lii  inifndd  and  \\  (xmIsI oclv 
liad  heen  sc'tti(Ml.  In  17."?'J,  Hndlcy  was  inr()i  [»orat rd  Ironi  ((xtoi-dand 
c'(n-tain  coniinon  land.  In  IT")!  (or  in  17r>r),  as  the  .-cal  (d'  llic  town 
has  il )  ('harhon  was  scl  »>1V  tioni  ()\loi  d.  Stnrbrid^e  was  iiuMti  pdi  - 
atcd  in  17HS.  As  Sontld)ridi;e  is  composed  ot  territ(»iy  \\ldcdi  was 
once  a  part  of  these  sister  tow  ns,  Dudh'y,  (  liaidton  and  St  iii  hridL;*', 
tlie  history  (d  our  town  is  t he  Idslory  o|  ilie  pai-ent  tow  ir<.  i)re\i()ns 
to  the  year  1S(M ,  w  Ju'ij  tlie  I'oll  Tarisii,  '-llonest  Town,'"  was  iiieoi- 
l)orated  on  tlie  2Sth  ot  I'^'hrnary  in  that  year,  just  one  hundn/d  yt-ai's 
a  i^'  I  > . 

In  studyinii"  the  hi-tory  ot  Southhiid^e,  it  should  he  !)orjie  in  inind 
that  >\'oo(lstoek.  wiru-h  was  planted  in  1()S;{,  as  '"Xew  h'oxhui-y,"  was 
then  within  the  runils  ot  Sull'olk  ('ounly,  .M assacdurset t s,  whiidi 
county  einhi'aced  the  present  W'orce-tei-  (ounty,  whieli  was 
n(»t  tornied  until  17;n.  Moses  Marc\-.  whosettle<l  within  the  ])resent 
limits  <d'  Soutldtrid^'e,  as  early  as  17.'{."{,  was  and  had  lieen.  theridore, 
not  a  resideid  ot  Connecticut,  hut  ot  Massacliusel  ts.  It  w  as  not  until 
171)4  that  the  quarrtd  hetween  Massachusetts  and  ('onnecticut  as  to 
the  ruiijuug  (d' the  slate  line  tlii-oui;h  Woodstock  was  settled.  'i'he 
decision  placed  a  part  ot  the  oiii;'inal  tei-riloi'}'  ot  Woodstock  known 
as  ''^Middlesex  (Joi-e,'"  ii'  Sturhrid^e,  a  pai1  of  this  has  since  hecome 
Soutlihi'id<i,"e,  on  our  Connecticut  hordei-  line,— a  tract  ot  ahout 
;UH)0  acres. 

Let  us  take  a  rapid  i;dance  o\er  the  settlement  ot  the  parent  towns, 
in  order  that  we  may  the  better  jud.^c  ot  the  people  who  i;-a\t' 
Sontld)ridj;e  its  parish  and  corpoj'ate  liirth. 

Dudley,  the  lirst  ot  these  towns  to  he  incor])orat ed,  was  settled  lik'c 
OxI'oril  and  \\'<M)dstock,  hy  peoj)le  mostly  troiu  h'oxhui'y,  >.'ewt(m 
and  ahout  Salem.  Amou^'  the  eai'ly  names,  we  lind  ilacon,  ('hand)ei-- 
lain,  Xewell,  ('Inmey,  Marcy,  Cady,  ( 'ai-jientcr,  Clark,  .Marsh,  I'cri  y, 
Sayles,  Mixer,  A'intou  and  Ammidown,  de-cendaids  <»r  whom  liave 
li\'ed  in  Southhrid^'e,  or  in  some  way  or  other  hdt  mtain-ries  ot  their 
names  in  its  history.  4'he  town  recei\  ed  its  name  t  rom  the  Dudlc}' 
lannly,  the  ui'anl  CCS  of  t  hat  terril  ory,  a  history  of  w  hose  connection 
with  that  town  was  ;i,i\'en  at  the  Historical  Societ}''s  i^'ielil  l)ay  at 
Dudley,  in 

Charlton,  tormed,  as  has  heen  said,  trom  ()xtord,  had  as  its  settlers, 
people    trom     'icudon,    Sutton.    lUdlin^ham,  Stou'diam,  Marlh*>ro. 
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Newton,   and  Espox  aii<l  Plyiiioutli  ('onntioi^,  i\ras?^nchnsettp,  and 
Tlionipson,  ( 'oinieci icul .    Amoiii!,-  the  I'ainily  iianie>  we  lind  Cloint'iU'c. 
<  'liniiilx'rlaiii.  Marcy,  I  )i-('ss(M'.  SI  lecter.  riitiicy,  ("ui'tis,  iMhvard.^,  ( 'uiii- 
niiiii^s,   iMrnitt,   K\\\<  and  Lilrlilicdd,  as  (.•oimccMed  jointly  with 
hist<>r_v  oj'  (  "liarltoii  and  S()ulhl)i  idge. 

Stnrl)riili;'e,  tii>t  l^jiow  ii  as  I  )uninier,"  or  '4>uniL'r,''  from  Lieut. - 
(j!ov.  T  )uninier,  and  lattT  as  "\('\v  MedTudil,''  was  settled  larj;(dy,  as 
the  last  name  im]>lies,  hy  [x'oplr  Irom  Mi-tlticld  and  Aiciiuty,  'i'he 
history  oi  the  early  settlement  ot  Stiirhridu'e  is  very  interest ini;-. 
cspeeially  so  to  Soiithhrid^e  jieople,  when  \\  e  reeall  that  more  than 
half  of  our  eorporate  limits  were  once  ii\(.'luded  in  tliose  of  Stur- 
lirid<;(',  and  to  her  pioneei's  and  instituticjns  of  early  dale,  we  are 
indebted  heyond  measure.  \\'hile  ii  is  ti'ue  that-  she,  more  than  Dud- 
ley and  Charlton,  stru*]:;«;"led  to  keep  the  jx^oplc  who  had  set  t  led  in 
(Mir  i)art  (d'  the  t»'n-itoi"y  fi'om  toi-nn'm;'  themselves  into  a  sejjarate 
eomnuinity,  into  a  |»oll  parish  and  into  a  town,  it  was  her  intei-ests, 
her  ])eople,  her  lands,  lier  liist<n  y,  whieh  have  been  interwoven  w  ith 
the  fahrie  of  our  existence  in  ^-reater  measuic  and  i-ieh»'r  (|U'ility  than 
th(»SL'  of  the  othei-  towns.  Sturhrid^^-e  ( 'enter  was  and  is  nearer  to  our 
own,  than  tliat  of  Charlton  or  of  Dudley.  Neither  of  the  latter  tow  n< 
was  loreed  nor  persuaded  to  <j;ive  up  to  the  jiew  set!  lenient  w  hat 
St urhj-id^'e  yielded,  willini;-  r»r  n()t.  It  is  then  more  t<»  the  people  (d' 
Sturhiid;;e  (d  one  hundred  and  nnue  )ears  a^o,  than  to  the  early 
peoi)l(i  of  ('harlton  or  Dudley,  that  we  owe  a  debt  of  respeet,  at  least, 
for  our  i)resent  line  estate.  In  sayinii,-  this  idn  not  wish  to  under- 
estimate in  the  least  anythin*;'  those  (d'  Dudley  and  ('hai'lt(m,  with 
lionored  names  ^v}lich  have  eome  down  in  our  munieipal  history,  did 
lor  the  l)ejj,in mill's  of  Southbi-id^^e. 

On  a  pieee  of  pajx.'r  Nvliieh  was  found  anionic;  the  papers  whieli  AN'eic 
about  two  yeai's  a^^o  I'eseued  Irom  destriielion  in  (Uir  Town  Hall  tower 
and  placed  in  the  town  vaults,  by  the  writer  of  this  sketch,  t!ie  f(d- 
iow  ini;-  wttrds  were  written  as  a  part  of  the  memoranda  to  be  borne  in 
mind  in  ar^uint;'  for  the  ineorp(u;ation  of  Southl)ridi;(',  about  1S14: 

"■Vi<'w  wdiat  has  taken  Place  within  years  past  then  said  by  1st. 
Settlers  in  Stuibridue  that  when  Charlton  Dudley  would  Pid  th<^ 
Corners  <il  their  Towns  C(»me  (»ir  with  Sturbrid^e  it  w^ould  make  a 
Small  Convenient  'i'owii."  Thus  is  show  n  l hat  as  ea li \' as  17(!."),  tlH> 
existene**  of  our  t(»wu  was  in  the  tliouij;ht  of  w  ise  mies  in  St ui  brid^e. 

Strange  it  is,  but  true,  that  the  llrst  attempts  to  form  a  new  town 
arose  irom  disagreements  as  to  the  location  of  a  new  church  ediliee. 
In  177.'^,  it  w  as  \  ot»'d  to  build  a  new  meeting-house,  but  the  impend- 
ing struggle  with  (Ji'eat  Uritain  caused  tlie  matter  to  l)e  deleired 
until  the  clo^e  of  the  llevolution.      After  se\<Mal  atlemi)ts  and  many 
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Idiiii,'  (U'hatcs.  tli<'  woii;  \\  ;is  iiiKlcrtnUcii.  ;iiul  I  he  fniinc  ol  the  ( '( uiu'i  i^- 
;;-.iti(tnnl  ("liuri'li.  now  s(;i iidiiii;-  in  St  in  l»i  i(lii,c.  was  raised  (in  ilic  I'Dih 
and  .'{Olli  u{  dune,  ITS  I,  Imt.  Ilic  l)uildinu-  \Na<  nol  coniplrl ed  and 
dedicated  unlil  years  and  a  lialt  ialer.  Many  eniliai  ras^nieinit 
were  thrown  in  the  way  ol  the  hnildinu'  eonnnitlee  hv  luMiple  who 
M\'ed  in  parts  ol  Sturhrid^c,  remote  Ironi  llie  (  entre. 

.losepli  S.  ('lark,  in  Ids  -Ixcteli  of  St mhiidue,  i»nhli>lied  in 
ls:>S,  says;  "'The  inliahitants  of  t  lial  pan  (d' the  town  wldeh  r-  now 
imdniU'd  ^\■ithin  the  limils  (d'  Soul  hhridi;,-e,  in  partieulai',  made  stremi- 
(Mis  opposition;  and  not  \\ithout  i'ea-<tm  ;  tor  many  ot  them  wer<' 
oldii;'ed  to  tra\td  from  foui-  to  se\cn  ndles.  in  eondnu'  to  elmreli."" 
We  will  see  that.  later,  in  h^Ol.  the  eomidainaid>  <eeured  a  ehnreh  toi- 
t  henr-el  \-es.  Tlie  feidinu'  I'an  so  hi^li  at  the  time  of  eonmienein^  llie 
SI  urhi-idi^c  idnireh,  in  17s;>.  that  an  allempt  was  made  lo  di\  ide  Slnr- 
hridue  int(»  ihiee  di<trie|s.  I>nl  ilie  pr-ijeei  lell  rliidm;-h. 

(  M'  the  eighteen  pew  <  which  wcic  in  ilie  old  Si  u  rl  )ridi;(Mdmrcli  i  n 
171'J.  four  at  least  weic  occupied  hy  the  tamilies  (d  Mose-  ,M;ircy, 
James  Deunison,  Hin-dale  ('laike  and  Mdward  I'oster,  wlio  resided  in 
wliat  is  now  Sout hhridi;-e.  In  17  17,  d;mu's  hennison  was  upon  the 
School  (  ommil  t  ee.  I''i\e  yt^ais  Ixdore.  in  17I'-I.  henidson  disti'ict, 
now  so  ca lied,  was  fa\ored  with  >mnmei-  s(dmolini;,  .Maruaret  Man- 
ning' k(M'pin,U  ^cho(d  in  .Mr.  l>ennisoirs  hou>c  or  haiai.  Sold  hlu•id^■e 
di<t  rict  lioi'e  al)oul  one-loui-|  h  (d  t  he  e\ pense  of  kec^pi nu'  sclnud  during- 
these  years. 

It  is  i)leasaid  reachni;,' of  the  connection  w  hiidi  .Moses  Maii-y  and 
danu's  Donnison  liad  w  itli  tlie  hi'i;inninL;s  of  Soul  hl)ridi;(',  and  none 
t oo  much  ])iaise  has  escr  Ix'cn  ij,i\('n  these  pioni'crs.  The  tme  was 
the  earliest  to  de\clop  the  maim  tact  uriuL;'  interest^  (d'  oni-  t<iwn, 
which  lia\('  liroUL^ld  to  il  >o  much  renown;  the  other  used  his 
stren,i;"th  of  mind  and  soul  in  enconra;;ini;-  tlie  inUdlectual  and  social 
iiualilies  of  his  neii;hl)tM-s  and  hdt  his  imprint  in  the  str(uiL;'  he;ir|s 
and  acti\<'  lix cs  (d' his  siu'^-essoi's.  These  and  otln'r  honored  names 
<hould  cNcr  he  ludd  in  ;;rat(dul  remeiidua nee. 

In  ITT)!,  the  only  sidiool  district  in  our  town  was  called  the  'SSoulh- 
erl}'"  district  and  contained  the  |)enin  on  sc]i(»(d.  In  177"»  the 
•'('entre""  di>trict  ^^as  estaldi.-hed,  :ind  in  17St;,  -^rralf  district. 
There  were  Jour  school  districis  in  ISdl. 

'I'he  lir-~t  ori;ani/('d  at  tempi  to  place  a  new  town  name  upon  the 
map  of  Massachusetts  \\;is  in  17'.h;.  The  (d1orl  wa>  iow;irds  a  town 
(•(Uporation.  The  lirst  meetiiiL;'  for  this  ohject  was  ludd  at  thela\t'rn- 
iiouse  of  ( 'olomd  r»eniamin  l*'reeman,  w  hich  w  as  rei'ent  1  )■  1  (w  n  do w u 
to  make  wa\  lor  ihe  ereclion  of  our  new  lire  deparlmeid  Imildini:,.  on 
i:im  street . 
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Let  ni(>  hcvo  smv,  rhnt  het'ore  avo  tear  down  any  more  liou^es  or 
other  Wiiildiuus  in  town  wliieli  a  \ital  e(»nn('(iion  with  onr  early 

history.  Id  us  eii(l('a\<»r  to  in-r>iM\ r  a iid  mark  Ihcm  with  aiiproiu'iatc 
words.    I  reter  es[t('('ially  to  I  lie  Maicy  homr-ii-ad. 

At  thit«  meeting',  in  IT'.'*'),  "-it  was  repirx'tited  and  lMdi»'\'<'d  thai  tlie 
iiiter<'st  ol'  all  within  ihc  limits  dr-;ii;iiated  would  he  uically  |)r<unotcd 
in  tht'ir  reliii,ious,  ixditieal  and  soeial  relations,  hy  hcini;'  united  in  a 
separate  hody  |)olilie."* 

To  pi'oiiiote  the  ohji'et  desii'ed,  il  was  voted  l(j  select  a  eommilt«'e 
to  eonsider  the  snhjei-f.  also  the  hnildin^'  ol  a  parish  meetinL;-li(»use, 
the  seleetion  (d'  a  sit«'  lor  ii.  and  to  make  I  heir  reiiort  at  a  later  meet- 
in«i,'.  The  lollowinij,-  composed  the  i-omndltee:  ()li\('r  IMimpton, 
I)ani(d  .Morse,  .loshua  llardin;^',  Luther  Anunidown,  Asa  Walker, 
lOlea/ei-  rutiH'y  ami  dames  |)yer.  'l"h<'  report  ot  tins  eonunittee 
which  is  dated,  '^St iii'brid^c,  damiai-y  17!H;,"'  and  which  is  i;i\en  in 
lull  in  AuunidownV  History,  vol.  ii.  pa^es  2.'{0-2;]I,  is  a  vei'y  interest- 
in^■  documeitl .  From  it  we  learn  that  the  nnainmous  choice  ol  the 
loi-alion  ot  a  meetinii-liouse  was  on  -Sa  rising  ground  on  <'aptaiik 
Marey's  land,  north  (d'  ('(donel  lienjamin  l-^icennin's  ham,"  which,  it 
was  said,  eoneciitrated  '-coin  I'lTuMiee,  ideiiance  and  beauty.'''  K\  ei-y 
denomination  Avas  to  he  e(iually  privileged  \n  the  sacred  editiee,  and 
it  is  to  he  hoi  iie  in  mind  that  I  heic  were  ( 'oiii;i  e^ationalists,  Kaptists, 
I'niv  ersali^ts  and  Methodists,  w  ho  were  imerested  in  tliis  connuon 
place  ot  worslnp.  The  repoit  detciniined  the  hounds  of  tlu^  t«twn, 
i;a\-e  a  [)lan  ot  the  proposed  meet in^-hou<>'.  and  adxocated  the  iaisiii<;- 
ot  mon<'y  toi-  huildin;;-  l)y  the  ciieulalion  ot  <uhscri])t ion  papei's. 

I  wish  to  quote  tlie  clo-int;-  pa laernphs  ot  this  ici)ort  :  ^'Y<tvn' 
L'uninuttet',  in  (dosini;-  this  repoit,  are  dis[iose(l  to  jtresent  to  your 
view  the  ^e"^'''^]*^''*-'''^  situation  ot  the  i)r(»posed  town.  'I'he  (ireat 
l*arent  ot  Natmx'  seems  to  have  been  protirse  in  his  favors  t(t  t his 
])laee.  Tlie  (^uinehau^'  ri\-ei',  winch  falls  s<»  lU'arly  central  thr(»ni;h, 
\vilh  its  exeellent  seats  tor  mills  and  other  watei'-works,  are  eircum- 
stanees  lii>4'hly  ta\(»rabli'  to  the  introduction  ot  useful  mechanics,  and 
renderin<;-  it  a  i)lace  ot  a(,-ti\ity  and  l>usiness.  The  <;-oodness  (d 
tlie  soil,  with  the  exctdlent  forests  abounJine-  with  all  ki-ids  of  timbci- 
I'or  h»iildin<>',  are  estinnites  of  ^rcat  value  to  the  «i<'neial  jdan. 

•^Vlistracl  ly  considered,  fi-(tm  the  value  it  w  ill  add  to  the  real  estate, 
if  we  take  into  view  the  bem'tits  that  would  naturall}'  result  from  a 
ielij^'ious  society,  whei'e  th(!i-e  are  so  lai-^e  a  nund)er  of  youths,  in 
fornnn^-  theii-  ndnds  foi'  the  aecompli>hment  of  us(d'ulness  ami  virtue, 
where  they  ai'e  at  present,  by  reason  of  local  situation,  notoriously 
ne;i4leet.ed,  are,  in  the  o]»inion  of  your  comnuttee,  consid(U'ations  of 
mueh  wei;.;lit ,  lhat  ought  to  beikr  down  all  obstaeles  that  present 
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tlK'in^olvofs  ill  the  w:iy  of  the  acrc.iiiijlislniK'nr  oi  an  ol^jcct  ii()l)U', 
so  ^Tcat,  ami  so  ;i,do(l." 

In  the  awl luun  ot  1 71»<;.  a  survey  ot  tlic  propostMl  |)arisli  was  iiiailc 
by  ('aleh  Ammiditw  ii,  lv-«|.,  ol  (  harllon,  tlit^  i\'iMM  t  ot  tlir  coinniit Lee, 
liaviiig  hi'c'U,  lo  all  a ppca ranees,  at-ee[»le(l  willioiit  eli;tni;e.  TreparH- 
lions  were  ar  oiicc  l)eij,un  tor  the  cre'elioii  ot  tlie  meet  iiiu-Iiouse.  It  is 
^aid  lliat  rlie  t  i-aiiic  ct  t  he  eluireh  was  raised  oii  duly  h  ]7!»7.  Tiie 
huiidin^"  was  ereeied  hy  Majoi'  W  illiam  Lo\-e,  and  was  linished  in  ISOO, 
heini;- dt'dieated  on  ihe  I'ouilh  ot  duly.  I'lie  first  service  had  l)een 
held  April  <'iih,  when  1,'ev.  Ahraiii  rnderwooil  of  Woodsiot'k  preaelu-d. 
l-'or  >i\lecn  years  the  parish  remained  united  in  <me  society  and  71 
diirerent  nuni>lers  -iijiplied  ihe  pulpit.  Aiuouu'  these  ministers  were 
L'evs.  i:d\\ard>  W  hippie  ot  (  harltoii  ;  Zenas  I..  j,eonard,  Otis  Lane 
and  Kdward  'ruriier  ot  Si  nil  nidm' ;  -^''i:'!  \Villiams  ol  Dudley; 
llphraim  l.yman  ot  W oodsl (»cl^,  and  dohii  Murray  (d'  lio>ton.  Al 
lirsl,  services  were  lield  on  a n  a \cra <d'.'{|  Snndays  a  year,  hni  from 
IS(ir)  to  isl  I,  there  wa->  pul'lie  wor-hip  iitit  UK.re  than  hall  the  \«'ar. 

in  17".)S.  fri.m  llie  Mate  A<<es>(.r>"  li>t-  t<u  ihat  y(\ir,  we  lind  tliat 
the  largest  land-owner-  in  t  he  territory  w  hii-h  was  i  o  l)e  t  lie  p(  d  hpa  risli 
of  ls(»l,  w  ere  :  -Inhn  Ammidown.  .'{(K)  acres,  value  .sl.sOO:  'I'iiomas 
Cheney,  'idO  acres,  \  alue,  si^H-JO ;  I'dea/er  I'utney  I'v:.  Si m,  .^^i' acres, 
value,  sl/.il  l:  LuiIkm- (  hamherlain,  1  i;{  acres,  value,  ^2.710;  William 
Smilli.  1 12  acres,  value,  .si. li')() :  and  Luther  Smith,  Lid  acres,  \  alue. 
si. 210:  these  nuui  all  liv<'d  in  that  pait  which  was  nudley.  'I'lie 
lar;;-est  land  owners  in  Sturhiid^c  territory,  were:  Nathan  Lrown. 
too  acres,  value.  .slMT)!)-  dedediah  I'^His,  i'J2  aei-es,  value,  .s;{,;{s7 : 
dedediali  Maicy.  ill  acres,  value.  .s7,72r) ;  a  nd  dames  1  Miiu|»t  on,  .'{7") 
acres,  value,  S"),;^  1 7.  The  (  harlfon  largest  owinn-s  ot  land  were: 
(  alet)  Ammidown,  .'ilM  acre<.  \alue.  .s^.p!"):  John  \'inton,  1  ID  acres, 
value,  si, 722:  Calvin  Ammidown.  I'.K)  acres,  value,  S-J.d'iO:  and  Alex- 
ander Brown.  17(>ai'res.  \alue,  s], ").'{(). 

l-'roin  Dickinson's  -A  iew  of  .MassachuhCtts,""  puldished  in  iSI,').  we 
learn  that  in  1800.  the  iioimlatiim  of  Chaidton  vvas  2.120.  with  COO 
poll- ;  of  Dudley,  1.1 10,  and  2:)S  polls  ;  ol  Si urhrid^'e.  l.S  id.  and  170 
polls.  In  hslO,  all  three  towns  had  made  >lii;iit  ,i;ains  in  |  »jMilation. 
In  ISll,  the  valuation  (d' Charlt(»n  wa>  .s25. 1  1 2.0s  :  of  Dudley,  sl2,- 
27<i.U();  ()f  Sturhri(lo(..  .s:)0,-M().;{():  ih..  rate  of  taxalinn  \vas  in  each 
respeetiv(dy.  s.'^IS.  .sL72,  and  .s2.S(),  It  is  inter.'si  im;-  to  n«»te  that  on 
pa,i;'0  20  i)\  this  hook,  our  river  is  sp(dled  •-(,>uinahoi;ue.'" 

Ill  Novemher,  1700,  doshua  Jlardin;^-.  dr..  and  other-  petitioned  the 
town  ot  Sturhrid^'e  to  he  set  oil"  with  a  part  of  Charllim  and  Dudley 
as  a  town.  l>ut  upon  the  article  in  (he  town  meelin^'  warrant  to  hear 
the  report  of  die  committee  appninled  lo  c(mfer  mi  the  .-uhiect.  it  was 


7 


voted  ^-Tliat  tliis  nrlicio  subside,"  :i  very  easy  w;iy.  tliey  tlioUL^lil,  to 
_i;'»!t  rid  (>r  the  jielitioii.  A  siuiihir  jtelitioii  (d'  l);nii(d  .M(»rse  mid  dtliers 
received  a  like  t  reatinent.  Ai;aiii  in  171)S.  ti)e  pol.il  ioii  of  .)<»sliiia 
llai-diiii!,-  and  otliei's,  and  still  a.i;-ain  in  ISOO,  iIk'  petition  of  Kaljih 
^^lle(do^•k  aiul  (jtliers.  that  t  lu;  tow  n  (d' St  url.ridi;e  should  assent  t  (. 
the  t'oi'niation  (d  a  new  town,  wt'i'e  both  rcdnsc'd.  In  ictaliat ion,  the 
petitioners  refused  to  luu'e  anylhini;-  to  do  with  eecdesiast  iea  1  niatteis 
on  St  ui-|)ridL;e  i-onnnon,  and  many  attended  the  llaitlist  i-hureli  on 
Fiske's  Mill. 

Ila\inu,'  failed  in  lunleax  orin;;'  to  he  set  oil' and  estahli^hed  as  a  town, 
the  petitioners  next  luriie<l  theii'  attention  to  the  formation  of  a  poll- 
pari>li.  and  in  this  they  were  sneee>sfid.  ()n  May  Ilk  ISOik  a  jielitiou 
■fo!' a  Tarish  oi-  Preeinct  was  <ii;ned  !)y  eii;hl  y-sc\  en  "inhabitant-  ol' 
the  s(Mith-easl  ])art  of  Stui-bridj;-e,  the  sduth-wcst  pai't.  of  ( 'harlton. 
and  west  paH  of  Dudley,'"  and  a<ldrt'ss('d  t(»  the  Senate  and  llon.-e  of 
Ilepresentalives  of  the  State  (dMassarhusctts.  in  the  li-l  of  peti- 
ti(UHM's  are  the  tannly  nanu's  (d  Anunidown.  l\dward-.  Mason,  llodk- 
ei-.  Morse,  Walker,  Sabin.  Mar-h.  IMimplon,  \Vh(>eloel.,  I'erry. 
Hardin^-,  (Mark.  Tutney.  Newell,  15i-o\\  ii.  Marey.  Shumwa)'.  Piatt, 
I'dlis.  ( 'heney,  liaeon,  iJobbiir-,  (Memenre.  liaia  flt.  l-'ostcr,  N'inton, 
I'.lood.  l)u;;ar,  Dix.  Moriis.  Shaw.  Dyei-.  Abbott,  Wait.  lle;dli  and 
Searle.  This  petition  was  ^'ranted  June  '.).  |s()(l.  A^-reeably  to  the 
ordei'  from  the  (ieneral  ('ourl.  (div<'r  I'limpton,  ai'!ini;'as  '•Ai;rnt  f(U- 
the  1 'roiiriet Ol-,"'  sei  \ed  the  clerk  of  each  tow  n  intei'ested,  with  a  cop\- 
(d  t  lie  abo\ c-nient  ioiied  pet  it  iou  and  t  lie  ()rder  w  lieicby  the  i nhnbi t a n t  s 
of  the  three  tow  irs  wci-e  warinnl  to  meet  on  .bin.  I.  Isoi,  to  show 
cause,  if  an}'  they  had.  why  the  pet  it  ioner-  should  not  be  incorporated 
lido  a  distinct  parish  or  precinct,  or  leli^ious  soci«'ty.  It  would 
appeal'  that  at  this  meetinu'  no  objeciiou  was  raised  serious  cikuil^Ii  to 
dis.'ippoint  the  ])et  itioners.  for  on  the  -JCth  of  ]'\'bruary  the  bill  befoi-e 
the  lei;islat  uie  lor  the  incorporation  of  the  pitll-parish  passed  to  be 
enacted  and  on  I'^eb.  •jS(h,  one  hundred  years  ai;(».  the  bill  \\as  signed 
by  1  he  ( ;o^•('rnol•,  ( 'a leb  Stron^•.  and  Soiit  hi u  i(li;'e  beii,-an  its  separate 
existence  as  a  body  indii^ious. 

The  name  i;i\ en  to  this  P(dl  Parish,  was  the  •^Sc(•<)nd  l!elii;i(Uis 
Societ y  in  t he  Tow  11  of  (  harlton."  The  ninety  name<  id' t he  incor- 
p<u'atoi's  vai-y  somewhat  fr<nn  those  signed  to  t  he  pet  it  icui  of  >hiy , 
ISOO,  Some  had  died  duriiiu-  the  \'ear  ol  "waitini;';  suuie  liad  changed 
their  nnnds  ov  their  ]»lace  of  residence.  A\'hile  (»th<'rs  had  added  their 
nanu's  and  intltiencc  to  the  d<'sii-cd  object. 

iVs  t lie  name  (d  the  inc(u  porat ed  p(dbj)arish  indicates,  the  chuixdi 
edilice  was  in  tiiat  part  which  was  Charlton,  but  the  churcdi  member- 
bhip  was  m;  de  up  of  t  w cut \  -( »ne  men  and  women   w  ho  had  been 
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disiiiiisod  from  the  c'lnirfli  in  St nrl)ri(li;('.  The  (>i-i;aiii/:H ion  of  llic 
ii(>NV  church  took  phuT  on  S('i>teml)('r  Id.  ISOl.  'IMic  prcsciil  VA\\\  Street 
Con^ji-egiltional  Church  had  its  origin  in  this  pol I-jki rish  ciiurcli.  and 
is  its  real  ecclesiastical  successor,  hut  the  l'.ai>tists  l»ecanie  possessor- 
of  tlie  churcli  i)roi)ei  tY. 

Altliouo-li  the  corporate  name  of  l)ie  INdl  parish  was  (d  a  religious 
cliaractcr,  tlie  })(»i)ular  nauic  may  l»e  called  a  moral  one.  Perhaiis 
tliis  is  a  case  whei-e  religion  and  morality  were  intended  to  he  united. 
'This  popular  name  ^\■as  ''ITonest  'I'owii."  1  ha\'e  endcavoicd  to  lind 
nut  the  exact  reas<^n  for  suc-h  a  moral  epithet,  liut  nothini!,-  hisioiie  or 
traditional  has  come  t(»  my  notice  which  would  explain  the  exact 
i-eason  cd  the  name.  I  am  ohlii^-ed  to  I'el}'  uixui  Moses  IMimpton's 
conjectures  in  this  .matter.  He  says,  in  his  ilistoiy  of  Southhridge, 
Avhich  was  delivered  in  three  lectures,  in  is.'ili  (now  in  printed  forui)  : 
••\Ve  had  huilt  a  meeting-house,  luade  calculations  for  i»iddic  worship 
hy  ourselves,  applied  for  incorporation  a>  a  parish,  etc.,  hut  in  nil 
thes<'  matters  had  forgotten  to  gi\('  ouisehcs  a  name.  \Ve  could  iu>t 
ctuiveniently,  or  rather  (iropi'rly,  Ix;  K'.\<[  Parish.  West  Parish  or 
South  Parish.  l>ecause  eithei'  (d  those  aitp(dlations  W(»uld  ap[>ly  to  one 
of  the  three  towns  to  \shich  we  helougcd.  in  this  state  of  things, 
and  fi'om  the  necessity  (d'  the  case,  some  person  or  perscms.  (and  it 
will  jtrohahly  he  never  know  n  who)  ga\('  u-<  a  name,  and  that  Ihuiest 
Town.  It  nuiy  ha\e  heeu  attached  t  o  us  hy  souu>  in  t  lie  old  tow  us 
from  which  we  had  se[)arated  in  a  nu)ment  of  lesentnu'Ut  at  (lur 
ohstinacy,  in  in)t  )>eing  satistied  to  g"o  somi'  miles  to  meining,  it  may 
liave  come  from  some  wag  or  har-room  joker  o\er  his  mug  (d  Hip,  <u- 
possihly  from  some  (»ne  (d"  our  own,  ically  honest  iidiahilants  who 
llriuly  holieved  tliat  there  was  moie  true,  genuine  lunu'sty  here  tlian 
in  any  other  place  in  this  pait  of  the  count  ry.  Ue  all  these  things 
as  they  nuiy,  it  is  certain  that  this  place,  now  Southhridge,  for  l\\en- 
ty  yejirs  hefore  we  Ix'came  a  toA\'n,  was  kn<iwn  tar  and  lu'ar  hy  the 
name  of  Honest  'i'own  

Miss  Kath<M-ine  Kd wards,  in  an  ai'ticle  pui)lished  in  IS'.IU,  gives  this 
stovy  of  AVilliam  Learned  Marcy,  as  occiuaing  during  the  exciting 
days  of  the  lornuition  of  the  Poll  parish;  "Ojie  nKuning,  an  egg  was 
hi'ought  into  tlie  ^hiicy  houseludd,  and  on  it.  c-artdu11y  mjirl:ed  iu 
hlack  was  the  inscrii>li(m,  'Wdc  he  to  Honest  'i'own."  i'he  days  ol 
tlie  Salem  witdicraft  were  not  so  old  hut  that  a  llav(»r  still  lingereil 
ahout  these  early  settlers.  People  I'ame  frcuii  lar  and  near  to  see  this 
A\-ond(M'ful  egg.  One  day,  however,  ^\hetl  Iresh  visiKu's  had  inspeeled 
\\\o  egg  and  a  new  the<u-y  was  adv.anced  as  to  how  it  was  done,  the 
mother  saw  a  knowing  look  in  >ViHianrs  eye.  who,  heing  strictly 
(piest  ionetl,  acl  now  ledged  how  and  w  hen   it    w  as  done.""     A  similar 
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Dudley. 

l\y  \  \\('  uci  i>\  iiic(>i|M»r:il  ion  ot  •"Iloiic-I  Town,"  ()li\('i'  IMiiiiiilou 
w  ;is  mil  li(ii-i/.('(l  I  ( >  ca  1 1  ;i  incci  iiii;-  III  tlic  Toll  |i:iiisli  and  accMndinul  y 
lie  isstu'd  a  wan-ani  l<»  IjiIIkm-  A  nnn  idt>\\  n.  ol  (  liaillini,  '•Mcrcliaiil 
diii'flini;-  inin  to  intliiy  and  warn  tlic  iidialiilanU  ol  lln-  new  Tidl 
palish  ol  a  mcdini;-  I  ()  he  li(dd  on  'I'ncsda  \-.  Maicli  .'{1.  IsOl.  'I'liis 
nn'clin^:^'  was  Indd  on  the  dn\'  appoinlcd,  al  IIk'  new  nn'ct  in;;'  lion-c, 
'Micai"  ('ol.  licnjandn  I''i('rinan's."'  al  whiili  tlic  I  ol  low  i  n:j,'  olllci'rs  were 
I'lioscn  :  Modt'ialor,  Lnilicr  A  mniidow  ii  ;  clcik,  ,lo~lnia  llardini;'; 
;isst'ss( MS,  ()li\('i  riini|iloii,  Lnilici'  Annnidowii.  .lolm  Annnidown. 
.lo.dma  I  larding'  and  Daniel  M  oi^c  ;  I  icasn  i  cr.  Abol  Ma-.ni;  ccd  led  or. 
I>a\id  |)i\.  Il  was  Nolcd  |o  raise  money  lor  preacliiiiL;'  l»y  a  lax.  and 
a  connnit  I  ee,  eon-^islini;'  ol  ()li\('r  IMinipKMi,  Al»el  Mason,  Si\,  and 
<  al\iii  Annnidown,  was  clnisen  'Mo  leport  ihe  snnis  neee-sar\'  to  lie 
raised,  and  likewise  t  he  a  pj  troj  iria  I  ion  ol  ilie  inei-lin;;'  Inmse  annni;;'sl 
I  lie  (hlVereiiL  denominat  ions."  'This  eoinmiltee  reporl«'d  as  lollows: 
'•'I'wo  linn(h-ed  and  lilly  d.dlar-  lor  preaching-,  lilly  d(dlais  li.r  e(ni- 
lin;;-('n|.  exiienses;  also  lhal  the  1' ni\  crsalisl  s  have  Ihe  use  cd'  liie 
meet  iii;;-lions<»  one-loiirl  h  part  <d  llie  y«-ar,  and  the  other  denoinina' 
lions  iinprov<'  said  hon>e  Hie  oilier  t  li  ree  I  on  rl  h<  ol  Ihe  year,"  wliieli 
i'e|MM'l  was  accepted  and  the  reeoiinnendal  ions  adopted.  A  I'onnniltee 
••■I  o  proinot  e  sin^iti^,'"  consisting;'  <d  donalhan  I'eiry,  Lieiil.  I.'oImtI 
I'ldwards  and  .hihii  .\iiiinidowii  was  t'h»»--eii.  and  <'apl.  William  Lose 
was  (dect(;d  as  seximi  ol  Ihe  iiieei  i  lioiise.  ()f  Ihe  li\('  |iersons 
<dected  lo  supply  preaehin;;',  tlie  ensniiiL;'  ye;ii\  two,  l)a\'id  I)ix  and 
.lohii  Ammidowii.  were  1 1  ni  \  ciiia  1  id  s  and  the  rest,  ('a])l.  IJalph 
\\'lie(do(d.,  ( 'apt,.  .\l)(d  Mas(ni  and  A<a  Walker,  were  ( •on<;renat  iona  li^t  s. 

II  is  interest  ill--  to  note  that  lhi<  lax  oi  ISO!  lor  Hie  support  of 
preachin;;,'  was  Ihe  (Mily  one  ever  \oled  hy  the  INdl  |)arisli.  or  hy  any 
ol  her  snhseipieiil  r(di;;ions  l)od\  or  orii,aiii/,al  ion.  'I'he  snhseripl  i<tn 
paper  was  e\'ei'  alter  jiassed  around  lor  I  he  purpose  named. 

On  Api-il  IsOl,  ('apt .  dede(li;ih  Mare\  deeded  to  the  proprietors  of 
(lie  new  meet  iii;j,-Iionse,  tlu'  plal  ol  land  on  wliicli  Ihe  meet  i  n;i,-honse 
sl.ood,  consist  i  11  l;'  of  one  acre  and  l.'{()  roiW,  as  a  me<'|  i n;;'  lioiiso  spot, 
and  comiiKm.  'I'his  ;;ranl  was  donldy  wcdL;('d  sliap*'.  ex !  en,  ,i  ni;'  in  a 
norl  h-wesi  erly  and  a  southeast  w  a  id  ly  direcliini.  !l  w:i-  loeatedin 
w  hat  is  now  ,  a>  llien,  oiir  cenlre.  Ilii  (nn;h  w  liieh  Main  -lieel  passes. 

()n  same  day  as  Oapl.  Marcy"<  ;;iri.  ihe  new  Toll  parish  was  the 
recipieiil  ol  oiio  acre  ol  land  as  a  hnryim;  ground.  IriMii  (  '<d.  iieiijamin 
l'"reeinan.  I  hi-  i-  I  he  piece  ol  onr  (>ak  L'idu,('  ('eiiielery.  which  ex- 
tends tip  Ironi  Main  street  eiilraiice.  |(»wards  Ihe  main  [(art  (d  Ihe 
<enn'tery.     ('cl.  I'lceman  rese!\('d  tin-   ri;j,lil  1  o  1  he  ;.;iass  ;.;row  in;;' on 
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this  acre,  prcividcd  lie  did  not  tui'ii  in  any  (.Tcatm-c  that  ini<i,ht  dama.uc 
or  dis[)lar('  tlic  ;;i'a\  ('S.  This  spol  <»ur  town  lias  kept  in\  iolati'.  \\'li;it 
a  shame  it  is  tliat  the  'onnindi,"  ;;i\  ('n  hy  (';ii)t.  Marcy.  \N'as  not 
preserved  as  siudi  to  this  day  I 

The  tirst  Imrials  in  (he  -'(.iod's-aere,"'  in  ISOl.  were  tiiosc  ut  children 
of  Gershoui  and  Oliver  Plimpton  and  J'^hcnc/er  (  lark,  all  in  An^iist  ; 
tlie  next  ^^'a8  that  (jf  Jeremiah  Shnnnvay,  i)v\.  iMth-  and  iIkmi,  lacut. 
IJohert  Edwards,  on  Nov.  '2  Itii.  W  ithin  two  yeai  s,  the  writer,  to.ud  her 
with  ^Ir.  TiUcins  Amnndown,  ]te\ .  (i.W.  reuniman,  Mr.  ('harle<  L. 
N(•^^'hall  and  }\lr.  J.  William  r.arnes.  has  examined  every  stone 
I'emainin^'  in  this  sacred  sjmH  and  recorded  npon  ])aper  excry  lei;ihle 
inscription. 

it  was  soon  discovered  that  thei-c  Nvas  an  ini])ortant  detect  in  the 
INill  parish  cliarter.  Hy  the  tei'ius  of  the  legislative  act  ot  IsOl, 
ineor[)Oi"ution  extended  only  to  certain  indi\idnal>  and  tlx'ir  estates, 
withont  naming;'  territorial  limits;  thn>  as  the  oi-ii;inal  petitioners  died 
the  nund)er  of  corj)oi-ators  and  taxable  projuM-ty  decreased,  and  the 
very  existence  ot  tiie  i)arish  was  threatened.  Fr(»m  ISOI  to  ISOl,  the 
peoj'lc  of  this  connnnniiy  were  mostly  int<'rested  in  jj,'ettini;-  tli<'ir 
church  allairs  in  rnnnini;-  order.  lint  the  time  had  conu'  when  they 
realized  that  their  temporal  interests  were  in  had  condition. 

In  the  wan-ant  foi-  the  parish  meeting-  of  Jan.  21.  ISOi.  the  follow- 
in>;-  article  was  inserted:  '•'!'(»  see  il  the  [)aiisli  will  a,i;i-ee  to  he  s<'l 
oil" from  the  several  towns  to  wliich  they  ludom;',  as  a  town  hy  them- 
selves,'" and  the  article  was  ])assedh_ya  lari;e  majority.  iJut  no  action 
resulted.  A^'ain  in  ?»Larch  of  the  same  yeai'  the  >ame  snltject  came  uj* 
at  the  annual  meeting  (d  the  ])arisli,  hut  no  act  ion  was  taken,  this 
time,  at  the  meetin;;',  l''oi'  three  years,  the  matt i-r  hung  lire.  In  1  )cc., 
isoy,  the  })arish  voted  to  tranw  a  jietition  t(»  the  (;eneral  Court,  asking 
for  ametidnu-nts  t o  t he  act  ol  iSOl.  hy  whk'h  the  limits  ot  the  Toll 
pjirish  would  he  determined  and  estahlished,  and  the  power  gi\'en  to 
tax  all  the  real  and  pei'sonal  estate  within  these  limits,  tor  all  legal 
pur})oses. 

'I'his  jielilion  was  generally  signed  and  ()list;i-  riim|tton  was  chosen 
as  the  delegate  of  the  i)arish  to  incsent  the  petition  to  the  leg  slatni'i^^ 
.\n  Uiklitioiial  act  (d' t he  (ieiu'ral  Conrk  in  response  to  this  jxM  it  ion, 
was  passed  Mart-h  S,  ksOS,  and  althongli,  hy  the  leinis  ot  this  act.  not 
ail  cd'  the  desires  ot  tlie  i>elitioners  were  granted,  il  was.  says  Aninu- 
dowa,  'dhe  l»esl  thing,  under  the  cii'cnmst anc-es.  that  I'onld  he 
ohtauied,  and  w  as  a  svd)stant  ial  im pi-o\'enHMU  upon  the  oi-iginal  grant.'" 
'IMie  granting  of  lull  town  prlsileges  and  territorial  hounds  was  not  to 
com<'  for  ('ight  years.  'I'hose  eight  years  were  years  ot  coiUimions 
struggle  for  t(  wn  ineotpmat  ion.      'The  three  pai'ent   towns  wer^^. 
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<)p])»v-;0(l  i()  (n'lM'v  nion^ui'o  Iradiiiu"  in  Mini   diicd ion,  and  this 
«'-|)('ri;i  1 1  y  wnr  of  Slurlniiluc.  a-  lia-   Immh   -aid.      It  i>  to  ihf  liistory 
ol'  Soul  hl)i-iduc  as  a  town,  rallicr  lliaii  thai  ot  llio  INdl  i.aii-li,  that  the 
•  '\cnls  ol  tlio-o  riulit  \  far-  l)l•lo!l^•.     Suul  111 u  id^i'  w  a-  incoi  |iurat  fd  ;is 
a  (own,  VrU.  1.").  IslC. 

Most'-  Marcy  i^  I'on-idrrrd  llu-  tatlior  of  tlic  nianu fad  nrinu'  indus- 
I  lirs  <d' Soiit  Idiiidue.  \\\<  u'list  mill  i>  spoken  «d'  as  early  a.s  ITil'). 
ilT'  niu-l  lia\c  Ix'fu  lapidly  l(dIo\\cd  Ity  vaiion<  ol  Ihm-  kinds  of  Inisi- 
ncss.  sui-li  a<  lilacl^^inii  liinii,-.  sawiiii;'.  i'o( i] ici'i lailoi  inL;.  lanninu', 
;ill  early  and  net'essary  indn-lrie<.  A<  early  a-  17'.i().  dolin  (Iray  ran 
a  fiillini;  inill  and  \\a-  a  (dol  liier.  neai-  ;1m>  Cenlral  M  i  I  Is  and  later  al, 
or  ne.ai-  ilie  present  loeaiion  of  ilie  I'rinl-w  (H  ks  in  (ilohe  N  illai;*'.  In 
ls|;{.  my  M-rand  fat  her,  ('apt.  (omins  Lilehlield,  of  Cliarllon.  eame 
into  i)osse<>ion  of  pri\ ilexes  in  ihi<  pioperly.  throni^h  a  judL;nienl 
au.ain-l  the  pro])riet(n\  luit  ihe-e  wci-e  a  ft  erw  a  rd>  dispo-ed  of.  (ier- 
>hom  riimiiloii  wa-a  nnd^lM•  (d  elolh,  and  in  1S()-J.  Deacon  deori;*' 
Simmer,  who-f  home-lead  oNcrlook-  ihe  (  enlral  Mill-,  was  also  in 
I  lie  idoihim;-  tur-ino-s,  and  1  hi-  \va-  the  -lartini:'  of  tiieCeiural  Mills 
iiidnst  ry . 

i'here  ail'  reeonU  whieli  >lio\\  that  Ihe  INdl  parish  was  a  husy 
place,  exi'ii  ill  ihose  early  da\s.  Amoni;,-  the  town  iKijicrs.  whii-h  1 
ha\  e  had  the  pleasure  and  Innuu-  lo  place  in  sa  led<eepiim'.  Iliere  i-^  mie. 
ii|ioii  w  hich  i-  wril  len  a  memorandum  of  I  he  -ocia I  a iid  i nil u<l  rial  coii- 
dil  ion-  o!  ••!  I.iiic<|  Tow  n."'  a  few  years  ludorc  it-  i ncorpcu-arMMi  as  a 
lown.  I  will  ipiote  t  he  exact  words:  ^-l  MeeliiiLi  House,  a  l/iheral 
Sum  raided  to  Su]»[iorl  ^l•eachill^^  Ids  i)widlini;'  llou>cs,  i;  I.aruc 
School  House-,  'J  \N(ioIen  I'actorys,  -it'olton  |)o..  1  other  l;ari;'e  one 
-oinu-  on  [fhis  \va-  i)rol)al.ly  the  (ilohe  Mf^.  Co's  niillj.  C  (iri-t  Mill<, 
S  Saw  mill-.  :\  I'ullin^-  Mills.  1  Lar^<'  oyhnill.  1  Lari;o  ("oineiiani 
Tavern  [('ol.  iletiianiin  I''reema  n's  ].  S|ore<.  1  other  L:iri;c  (Uie  i;oin^ 
on.  1  ('ooper"«  Shoji  on  F.aru^'  Scale.  I  'I'aniier,  "i  'i'l  i])  llainniers  |  part 
of  t  iiese  (Ml  ( 'oha-se  r>rook,  where  many  years  la t  (M-  t  lie  oj)!  ica  1  hiisi- 
ne--  <larte(l|.  !)  i;iacksmilh  Sli(»p<.  1  (ioldsmilii.  1  I.aru'e  Still,  2  Small 
Ditto,  Many  Machanicks  in  Dillerenl  I'.raiiches.  1  Doctoi-  j  prohahly 
Dr.  Jacol)  ( 'or(\v  ].  no  Lawyer,  no  Sliei  iir,  I  Kespectahle  ( 'o-ujiany  (»f 
I  n  lantry  with  many  ot  hers  r)elonii;in;^  t  o  t  he  Mat  ro-  ]  A  rl  il  lery  )  Sc  I  lors(i 
('om]»any-:  Many  ( 'onlem])laled  [•rivilaL:''s  on  the  |;i\er  I'.rooks  ,V 
<  'lianiudls  a-  \et  unimpi(>\-ed  :  -J  T.riidv  yards  (ui  Dari;e  Scale  in  worlc." 

()f  the  nimdier  (d'  dw(dliin;s  iiienlioiied.  1)1  were  i  ii  SI  urhridi;(;,  f)! 
in  (  harlhui.  and  in  Diidh'y.  ('an  wi'  hiame  Sfuihridi;-e  foi-  lior 
np|',osition  to  heiim'  rolilted  y 

The  l'<dl  rari.-Ii  ot  ••il(»ne-l  Town""  ha-  become  a  t;reat  indu-lrial 
centre  of  o\(  i  len  thousand  inhaliilaiil-.      I'^rom  a  \illax('  of  insi;j;iiili- 


si/c  ;ni(l  (Iduht  fill  iiiiportaiKM-.  \\  (•  aic  ]\t)\\  r.-ipidly  iipitidncliiiiL; 
llu'   cslato  of  a  city.  'I'ln'  I'^allii-rs    ol    ihc     tdwii    ^\•('n■  incii 

of  liii;'!!  iiit(\UTit y,  (Idilioratc  iii(lii>l  rioiis.  /caloiis  of  their  rdi^'K ms 
and  civil  lilicrties.     Tlic  Cliurcli.   the  ScIkm*!.   tin-  .Mill,  the  ll<.iiu<. 

to  tliciii,  the  romidal  ion--toiies  (d  real  prosperii  y .  .May  wc 
I  lieii- Childreii  and  Succcssoi  s,  ever  uiiard  Avith  lilial  caif  our  honor- 
aide  inlieritaiu'e,  and  i'roin  an  ai)i»reciat  i\ c  si  udy  oi  i  heir  lives  an<l 
deeds,  learn  lessons  of  patience.  i)crse\ crance  and  (  hristian  unity. 

Sic  lit  palribtts^  sit  Dens  iiohis^^' — As  (Jod  was  with  our  l''ather<. 
so  may  lie  he  with  us. 

.\  ul  linritic's  :    Chirk's  1 1  i  story  ut"  Sunhri  d  v;  l-. 

Plimpton's  11  ibtory  of  SouthbridK'L". 
Ainmidown's  Historiciil  Collections. 
Jtfwett's  History  of  WorccstLT  County. 
Davis'  History  of  St  u  rl  iridic  and  Sotit  hliiid'.;i-. 
Soutlil.)ridi;e  Journal,  irf^ri. 
lia/cttccrs  of  iS.((.and  iS.(S. 

Dickinson's  \'ic\v  of  .Mass.,  i8i  ;.  : 
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VOL    I.  NO.  2. 

THE  SOUTHBRIDGE 
of  Our  Ancestors, 
ITS  HOMES  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 

i;^-  lA'cirs  i:,  am  mi  down. 


Ill  1S;{(1  Moses  riiiiijit  on  in  }ii>  prcludt'  to  ;i  scrifs  of  Icrt  iiics  on 

S<Mit  Ix'foic  the  Soul  lilnid^c  Lycfiini,  -Mhid  I  n  nddl  ;ilx<'n  this 

(:islc  (en  or  lilUM-ii  years  since,  ihere  were  those  in  e\islenee  who 
eonid  re.'idily  h;t\-e  1  iiriiislied  ;i  hiiost ,  i  t'  not  (|  ni  t  e,  :i  1 1  I  he  i  n  t  on  t  ion 
i-e(iuisite  to  lonn  ;i  eorreel  ;ind  \;ihiahle  his|(»ry.""  (io(»d  mortals, 
how  can  I  h(,'  expeeied  to  jierlonn  a  like  task  sixty-live  yeai's  latere 
Most  ol  tile  jieople  Uxin;;'  on  the  old  lariiis  are  not  (d'  the  early  stock 
and  loiow  nothin;^-  ahont  the  jtasl  history  (d'  tiieii'  ha  liit  at  ioiis.  Mveii 
many,  descendants  ol  the  original  settlers,  know  hnl  little  ahont  their 
ancestral  homes.  Some  (d  the  hoiise<  !ia\('  heen  destroyed  and  osily 
a  hair  li lied  c(dlar  remains  ;  -(•me,  e\ en  no  t  race  ol  a  cidlar  is  \  i-IIde  ; 
others  ha\('  heen  rehnilt  on  or  near  the  old  site,  and  oltcn  the  old  has 
hecome  a  part  (d'  the  new  . 

What  a  tield  tor  the  imauination  !  Think  (d' t  li<'  (dd-t  inie  d'ha  nk> - 
ui\in^'.  the  prei»aral  ion<.  paring:;  (d  ajiple--  and  pnm]ikins.  tdio|>pini;- 
till'  mince-meal  in  the  old  wooden  tray,  heatini;'  the  hrii-li  oxen  to 
hake  the  jiies.  calchiiii;-  tlietnikey.  Thinly  of  t  lie  hoine-comi  n«;\  t  lie 
W(dc(Hnin;j,-,  the  stories  told  hy  the  lou'  lire  in  the  old  lireplace.  Think 
<it  the  roastinu'  applet  and  chestnnls.  rnnnin^' ca  miles  in  t  he  mould, 
warmin;^'  the  heil  with  the  warmini;-  pan.  and  the  hnm  ol  the  sjiinnin^' 
whe<d.  And  those  old  cellar>!  Think  ol  the  row<  ol  milk  pans  on 
the  sw  inu'  -h(dr.  t  he  liin  -  of  pot  a  toe-.  harr(d-  ot  apples  and  \-euelahles. 
Think  o|  the  lillle  crinkle-  that  ran  np  and  do\\  n  yoiii'  -piiial  colnmn 
when  yon  were  told  lo  lake  the  candle  and  u(t  ck.wn  lor  a  dish  ol' 
ajipic-.    (  M  her  t  honuhl  s  nienioi  y  will  -um.-.c-i. 

Much  of  this  record  has  heen  ualhercd  Ironi  memorv  .'iiid  li'adition. 
1  am  lar-ely  indehted  loi-  the  ontline  ol  my  sketch  (o  (ieorn(.  a. 
I  )re>ser.  w  ho.-e  memory  (d'  t  he  people  and  localit  ies  (d  7<)  years  ai^o  is 
almost  phenomenal.  I  have  a  I •  ohi ,; i ned  ni ncli  1  rom  Mo<es  IMimp- 
t  oil's  I  .eel  II  re-""  a  nd  llolme-  .\ nnn  ido\v  n  "s  •■lli-lorical  < '( d  lect  ions." 
|'^\eiyhod\  nas  aided  nn'  lo  the  extent  o|  his  k I n i w  lei  1  ^(' .  Somelimes 
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•Mill"    (l(.ct(.|-<    li;iV<'    (li^-;iL;ivc.|.--  pl.'.M-^c    IdlM';!)-   ^Iioiihl    -(.MIC  --..Id 

M'tllci-"'  (lisimlc  tilt'    (.'III  ifct  lie--   (.1  sr;il  cMKIll  ~.  liulil  l)\ 

our  si(l<'  stands  that  -taldy  (.Id  Ncirudc.  .Mrmoiy,  ukmc  woudciiu  I 
lliaii  iiidcrilla*.-  Ccarli."'  and  ^witt.T  ili.-m  id<'cliir  car.  x.  jdca-r 
Juiiip  into  the  wai^on  and  iiciinil  nif  1 1 1  d  ri  \c  \  ( >u  a  1 1  a  I  k  ml  hr;iin  il  ul 
(dd  Soiit  lil>ridi;c.  StartiiiL:,'  at  I  he  roi  ncr  <d  I'dniand  Main  St  reel  <  t  In- 
lirsi,  house  on  t  he  cast  side  (.1'  Khn  Street  istlic  slniniway  Ikiusc.  h 
Vias  cidariied  l)y  dohn  Annnidown.  I,atcr  il  came  inh.  the  Iiands  of 
(Jcdiuc  A.  N'intoii,  and  passeil  to  his  widow,  the  late  Mrs.  William 
I'al v\'a rds.  IJcnjandn  h.  Ilydc.  l\ls(|.,  li\cil  here  soineiiinc  [»re\i()ir<  lo 
ISIO.  and  hei-e  William  I'alwards  li<'i;an  Kee|iini;-  hon^c  alnail  is;;(). 
Still  earlier.  lOra^mii^  I'.ahhit.  I'lsii.,  ura  nd  I  a  1  hei-  .d  CharloMc  ('n~h- 
nian.  oecupied  the  hoir^c  tor  a  short  time.  lie  was  xmoi  i  >r.  I'ja>- 
nms  i'.ahliil  and  hi-  wile  Mary,  da u-ht cr  ( d  ('( d .  .Mo<e<  Marcy.  I'hi,^ 
Dr.  r>al)i)it  on\  n.-d  ••'Idle  I'dm^"  in  St  u  rl  nid-c.  lir-l  huilt  hy  .M..<cs 
Marc\-  Tor  hi>  son  Idijdi.  who  i-aii  the  lii-i  liol(d  in  Si  iirhrid;^-e.  It  i< 
-iipposcd  lhat  llie  (d<l  hoii^e  (d'  Dr.  I'.ahhil  i-  a  pari  .d  the  present 
hot(d.  Dr.  1 '.a hhit  s(dd  tli<-  place  to  ( 'oloiKd  (  rait^  in  177;{  and  hon-ht 
llie  place  now  owned  hy  De\ i  \'>.  ('ha<<'.  Ihn  let  US  return  to  ihe 
Shumway  hou<e.  1  ha\t'  toiind  it  dilUcuil  to  trace  t  hi-  place  t  o  ii  s 
origin.  ('haidton  reccud-  <tale  that  in  1  7'J"_*  < 't d .  llcnjamin  l''reem;in. 
|)anitd  Marcy  and  l-dijah  Sehifc,  with  lln'i!-  land-  and  hou-e-,  heinii- 
the  soutliwest  corner  id  ()\ioi(l.  were  >e|  oll  to  St  u rhrii luc  d'hi-  i-  a 
I  i'iani;ular  piece  on  the  south  -ide  (d  .M.iin  Sireei.  The  ^■(lun^•  .Men's 
( 'hrist  ian  As<ociati(Ui  stands  on  one  coi  iier  of  it .  I'doni  t  here  i  he  liiu' 
lains  soiuh  to  the  top  (d  tlu'  hill  east  ol  the  -l.inuhlt'i  hou-c  lhat  stands 
near  t  he  loot  of  l.eha)ioii  Mill;  I  hence  ca>i  eily  t  o  ihe  road  soul  liea^i 
ol  I  he  ( '.  !'.  !,a\\<oti  house;  I  hence  up  the  road  to  Ihe  slartinu  point. 
'I'huslhi-  c(U'ncr  wa>  suecessi\ (dy  in  O\lord  (  Kis.j ).  (  Iimi  lion  (17.")1). 
Si  urhridi;-e  (17!i2).  and  Southhrid^c  (iSKii.  Auain.  I  tind  record  (da 
'•nu'ciin^'  ot  t  lie  propriet  ors  ( d  1  lie  ne\\  meeiiiiii-hou-e  neai-  (  (d.  licii- 
iamin  I'd'eenia n"s."*  .\ l-o.  ( '(d(ui(d  l''reenian"-  harn  stooil  jiari  ly  on  Ihe 
-ite  (d'  the  r»;ink  and  p;irtly  on  the  yard  ol  the  l.ite  Dnihci  .s.  Ammi- 
dow  II.  .\L;ain,  on  the  map  (d  ('alch  Aiiimidow  ii  (I7'.ir.)  .-mhI  .Maj. 
S.uiiutd  J'd-eciiiaii  (ISPJ).  the  three  house-  of  the  ahoxf  I  i;icl  a  it' 
located,  one  i\\  them  hein;:-  nea  r  I  he  corner  ( d  I'd  m  St  reel .  ('<donel 
I'recuiairs  only  chilil.  i\e/i;ili,  niarritd  dcreiiiiah  Shumway,  which 
would  account  for  t  he  hou-c  comi n;^  i nl  o  1 1  le  Shum  w  ay  name.  Jere- 
miah .Shumway  died  in  isdi.  .-md  wa-  the  lirsi  adull  huried  in  ()ak 
L'id^'c  eenietei).  I/ieut.  L'oheii  I'alwards  heiiii;-  the  next  in  the  -,niie 
year.  II  the  aho\c  c(tiijecliire  i-  Hue.  the  house  dat  es  h. dole  17Ml'. 
I'Vom  there  to  the  lowndiouse  wa-  |o  he  -ecu  only  a  -irinu-  (d  l»arns 
and  slieds  77>  y(  irs   ;ii:d.      The   hrick    hoii-e   (d    .Manniiuj,  I.cmiard. 


t'l'ecttMl  l)y  lit'la  Tillauy.  and  lliat  ()!  ('.  A.  Taiuc,  erected  l»y  Holmes 
Aminidow  )i,  wci-e  Imill  a  liltle  later,  llie  l:itlei-  in  l.s;5(). 

\\'liere  the  new  ti  re-eiii;i  lie  lioir-e  <laiiils  was  utie  of  oiii'  oldest 
houses.  'Die  little  L  next  lo  t  lie  I  "l^ c  1 1 1 1  wa^hnill  l»\'  SamtKd  i-'ree- 
inaii  in  1711.  Ix-in^  the  lirsi  hoii-e  in  t  he  eent  r<*  (d  t  Ik-  \  il  lai;-e.  The 
house  was  enlai-i;tMl  ;iiid  the  lir-i  ta\ein  in  town  \va-  kept  tlieri'in  hy 
llie  l''i-e(>nians.  In  lhi>  ta\ei  n  was  Indd  the  lii-.-t  meeiiiiu  inaui;ui'ale 
a  iU(>\<Muent  lor  the  ])o!l  pai-ish.  I'l-oni  hS]  1  to  lsi;{  it  was  r.riu'^s" 
ta\ci  !i.  and  latec,  the  lad  iier  Annnidow  ii  la\-ei  ii-house.  In  t'l-ont  of 
the  north  end  (d'  the  engine  hon-e  and  adjoininu-  spatM-  toward  the  iiay 
sea les,  -I  cod  Sannnd  I'reeuian'-  I dael^.-mii  h  shop.  Xol  ^o  \ ci  )-  nia ny 
yeai-s  au'o  lllni  .Stacei  hid  a  doidde  (hi\eway  ]'roin  the  Shnniway 
)iou-e  to  tlie  tow  ii-hou.-e  yard.  The  easterly  driveway  ase(.'nded  lo 
neni-ly  a  i;rade  \\  it  h  I  he  Leonard  and  Taii;!'  \  ai  ds.  Some  enoi  nious 
elnr<  i^rew  hetwa'en  the  I'oads.  'I'he  two  largest  >|ood  -one  al  the 
in.rtheasl.  th<'  otlier  at  the  southeast  ('(Mner  ol'  tlie  hiaeksunlh  shop. 

'I'he  -diii;-  elm,'"  the  L;ioi-y  o  j  t  he  town,  was  plant  ed  in  1  7(1")  !»>■  .M  I'S. 
I'^reeinan,  i^ra  ik  hnol  her  of  Mrs.  (apt.  Luther  Annnidown.  There  is  a 
tiadiliou  that  .Mfs.  i-'iceuMan  (au  an  eliu  stiel<  for  ,a  ridini;"  whip,  and, 
on  lier  retuiii  home,  stuek  it  in  the  ^lound.  and  from  t  his  sli-'k  has 
eoiuethe  maii'nilieeiil  ti'ee.  W  hat  a  \\  hi)i  it  would  maki'  now  I  The 
laii  raid  hush  ^low  in^-  in  the  (a(»teli  <d  the  i  i-ce  must  he  .M)  or  mt^re 
yeais  (dd. 

.Next  is  the  house  on  the  ( le(M  :j,-e  S.  Sl(»m' est al e.  This  w  as  !)uilt 
hy  Dr.  L'enhe'ii  Ilarrinut(m  ahout  1S!;{.  It  i<  said  Ihe  material  lor 
this  house  was  staiidinL''  in  Ihe  lores!  ',)()  da\s  Ixdore  tlie  liou-^e  was 
linished.  I>r.  Nielndas  .h'uk-  li\'ed  here  ahout  iS.'id.  Ir  was  near 
Ihis  spot  thai  the  eeiitre  sihoolhousc  was  loealed  in  1777).  The  I'\  W . 
L>olham  house,  wliieh  ^tood  on  the  ^ile  (d  the  resideliee  of  the  late 
daeoh  llooth  af  t  he  eoiiier  id'  id  in  and  I  >resser  Street  s,  and  was  mo\ed 
to  the  east  side  (d  I'Aerett  Slicet,  was  huilt  Ixd'ore  ISlS.  A  Mr. 
l)urfi'e  exeaxated  a  ecdlai'  for  a  dwellini;-  in  liont  (d  Ihe  town  hall, 
hut  did  1K>1  huild  heeause  llie  lawn  took  the  l(»t  for  a  |own-liouse.  in 
isn  it  was  \-ot,ed  •■That  .Mr.  W  illaid  h.a\e  the  use  of  the  I'oom  oscr 
the  ti>w'ii  h.all  for  a  lli^■h  seho(d.'"  'I'Ik  (dd  Iniek  ediliec^  \, as  erected 
in  ls;{.s. 

The  old  ( 'on_i;'i('i;at  ioiial  church  was  constructed  in  IS-Jl,  enlar^■ed  in 
remosed  in  iSSj  to  make  way  lOv  the  ik.-w  edilice,  and.  soon 
after,  huiiied.  In  the  original  tiuildini;  ••lhe  pulpit  was  10  or  Li  feet 
alH)ve  the  audienc('.  and  siipp(ui,ed  in  front  hy  four  pillai's.  Access 
(o  lh«-  puljtil  was  gained  hy  an  enclo-ed  slair\vay.  There  \\as  a  rich 
damask  curtain  h:\rk  of  the  pulpit,  and  ihe  singers"  o-;i|p.|-v  -^vas  ed;;ed 
with  re<l  (aiii.ains.      L.elow   this  was  an  inscription  -iMccted  —  jS'Jl". 
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riulcrnratli  rlic  ]iiil|)it  niid  h.-ick  oT  ili<-  pilhn  s  ;i  i ni;  liy 

A  l<^\;inilci-  ((t'  .Mo.-c-  in  the  hul  ni-lirs.  1 'li;ir;i(.irs  Ii.-r  .iiliiid- 

:inl>.  and  llic  li;dic."  AlhT  xiiiic  vcir-  xiinc  \aiidal  duL;  oni  Mo-c-" 
eyes.    Tlicii  the  pnlitit  was  lowered  and  tln'  picture  de-lr()\ed. 

On  the  site  id  .Mrs.  ilartwadP^  Inii'K  re-ideme  w.is  tiie  lidine  ol 
SaniiKd  llarlwtdl.  'I'his  \\  a<  <  >ri^i  iia  1  ly  ••The  .Mini-terial  I  loii-e.""  and 
wa<  ('(iiist  ructt'd  \)\  Major  ('aixin  Annnidowii  and  deeded  to  the  ('oii- 
i;-|-cii'ationa list s  in  ISIS.  It  was  de>ii;n('d  tor  a  parsonajj-e  and  hall  tor 
worship  until  their  meet  ini;-hoir-«'  >hould  he  <M-eeted.  i,'e\.  .la-on 
I*ark  preached  in  it.  'I'iie  liouse  now  stands  on  the  next  lot  in  tin- 
i-ear  on  I'arl;  St  rect . 

Nearly  opposite  Mis.  ilaitwadrs  i>  ihehrick  house  ol  Dea.  lleni-\ 
Mayiics.  nioi-e  rci'cntly  known  as  the  Walker  house.  Merc  in  IS^js 
wa<  puiili^hed  77m'  liijornicr  (/nd  ^^n^■(lli.s/.  the  lir^l  newspapei-  piintcd 
in  t(twii.     I'ierpont  lalwards  ikites  r.oihani.  I'diloi-. 

()ui-  next  slop,  a  little  licyond  the  cmncr  (d'  Sunnner  Street,  i-  at 
the  alxule  (d'  the  late  Stephen  I'oltcr  Irwin,  w  ho  had  li\(  d  at  A-h!and 
whih'  operatin--  the  mill  at  thai  place.  l.'ev.  I'^iici-  ('arpciUcr.  w!i<» 
came  in  is.'k"),  u>ed  it  a-  a  parsonauc  Still  earlier.  I>ca.  Ilenry 
lla\-iies.  harnes-  maker,  lathci'  (d  |)ea.  llcniy  I  layiics  (d  St  urhriilu'e. 
li\cd  here  until  lie  Iniilt  the  hrick  hou-e  aho\c  mentioned.  In  t  he 
house  recently  \acated  liy  Joseph  W  i  Ilia  nis.  )n>t  opposil  e  M  |-.  Irwin's, 
Ke\'.  .lason  Park  li\'ed  durinii.- a  |iart  (d  his  -lay  in  Sout  hl»rld'j,'e.  He 
came  hei'c  as  Tast  ( u'  ol  t  he  ( 'on^  rei;a4  i(Mia  li-t  >  i n  ISH;.  Later  it  was 
occupied  hy  Mo,-es  riinipioii  till  he  luiilt  where  Channiim-  .M .  \\(dls 
now  lives.     I  should  thild^  tlie  hou-e  must  he  lu'arly  10(»  years  tdil. 

A  little  tarlhei-on  is  the  Simps(Mi  house,  whicli  was  I'or  many  years 
the  Ilajilist  par>^ona^-e.  Here  li\ed  1  ,'e\ .  ( Icori^e  A  nud  1.  tirst  p.astor 
(d  the  r.apti-i  chuich.  lie  came  in  1S17.  His  >oii,  (iccuu-e  T.  AnuciK 
president  of  ilie  Society  tor  the  rie\-ention  n\'  ('rmdly  to  .\ninials. 
was  horn  here.  llc\  .  .\ddison  I'arkei  and  l,'c\  .  |)a\  id  ( '.  i;(dle>  lol- 
lowed  Mlder  Anuell.""  hi  ]s'A'>  li'ev.  dosepli  (i.  Hiiinew  who  allei-- 
wards  as  missionary  to  Ihirmah  hi^'amc  rounder  o|  the  'rhc(douica  I 
seminary  antl  llaptisl  t'ol  lc;j,-e  at  IJan^-oon,  ociaipied  the  (dd  parsonauc 
.Mrs.  l)inne_\' ui\t's  us  a  iianiniscence  (d'  I  he  leiu-c  ;ii  that  lime:  '•The 
parsonai;-e  was  an  okl-lashioncd  colIaLic  painlcd  while,  '^rcen  hlind^. 
roomy,  x\itli  |dea<ant  .-~urroundin;4S.  The  church,  wiih  characteristic 
promptness,  had  put  the  house  in  perlect  ortler:  e\<'n  the  -ijickct 
lence"  iiad  recci\cd  ;i  coal  (d  |».aint.  The  inside  w;rs  lic^hly  paiiUcd 
.and  pa|)ered:  hut  the  dinin^•-room  and  kildien  had  hceii  painted  a 
somhre  Inie.  ()n  <'nterin^-  Mis.  i;iiiney  ex(  lainied.  -These  roonr<  are 
dark  and  ^looiUN  ■.  I  >r.  liiniiey  replied,  •^  (•s.  I  see  they  are.  hul  Ihis 
must  not   he  saitl  aloud'.      N'exl  morninu  the  deacon  called  and  in- 
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(|uii(Ml  Imw  Mi  s.  I'>iiiiii'y  lik<'<l  I  lie  t^n^m^-|•n<»lll.  -W  rll.  1  ^C'lctiii  ( '(tit;, 
lo  he  ciiiKrHl.  niy  wile  i>  ;i  litllc  >('iisiti\c  in  iii.'ith'is  of  I  :isi  c,  ;i  lul  I 
(hire  say  w  nuld  Ix'  liapiiicr  had  il  hccii  nl'  li^lit  rr  rol<ii-.  liul  -lie  is 
sciisili\('  \n  ilic  kindly  rc(diiiL;>  <d'  oilicis;  and  I  lliiiiU  slir  wtnild 
rallKT  I  had  said  not liin-  ahoui  ii.'  -Ah,  1  sec,"  rc|di('d  t  he  dcai'oii. 
•'riuTc  is  anolhcr  side  to  llic  (|iH"-tion.  1  f  she  is  anxious  lo  stand  \\(dl 
with  us.  we  arc  ('(jually  anxious  to  >tand  \\(  II  with  her:  and  if  a  liillc 
wliilc  paint  will  h<dj)  us  to  do  so,  I  I'or  one  idaini  tiic  riuht  to  >ciid  the 
painter  here  at  oiiee.'  This  was  iio  sooner  said  than  done,  and  the 
i-oonis  made  deeideilly  more  plrasanl.""  IIe\.  Sewall  S.  ('ultinu'  tol- 
lowt'd  Mr.  I)inne\ .  I>e\  .  <).  S.  Stearii-  oicMijiird  ii  I'or  a  -liorl  lime. 
The  [)ai-sonai:,('  was  at  leimth  <tdd  and  the  house  (d  the  late  .1.  D. 
Idaiiehard.  on  Hamilton  street,  was  made  tlif  [la rsoiiai;c. 

We  ])ass  no  more  (dd  lionses  till  we  eoine  to  tlie  one  at  the  junetioii 
hetweeii  I'diu  aiul  I'^verett  Slre(,'|s.  'ldii<  wa<  the  Allred  Mturis  plare, 
and  later  thr  ahodr  of  Ohadiah  Sahin.  lahfi'ly  Hrow  n  also  owned 
it  tor  a  time.  It  Indies  it:s  lo(d;s  il'  il  is  not  more  than  101)  years  o I' a ^e. 
It  is  said  to  he  the  original  Simpson  plai'e,  heioii;;iii^  to  the  !j,reat- 
i^randl'al  her  (d  Hiram  X  .  Simpson. 

We  are  now  ready  to  asecnd  Lehanoii  Mill  and  enjoy  <»iie  ol  the 
many  line  \iews  (d  our  heaiitilul  town.  I'as-inu'  Mr.  Haider's  lati; 
residence.  \\  liieli  is  eomparal  i\  fdy  new  ,  ihe  next  place  on  the  east  side 
is  tlie  housi-  now  owneii  hy  \\'illiam  II.  Loiiihard.  The  earlicsi  |  ruw 
liiul  ahoul  this  [)lace  it  was  owned  l.y  |>ea.  ('yrii.s  Ammidown,  and 
next  !)}■  Dea.  ^]lhl•id^■e  (J.  Ilardiiii;.  dus!  ah(»ve  this  place  is  the, John 
N(wv(dl  house.  I  thinl;  this  is  older  than  the  last.  i'.oth  showcil  a,:.;-e 
7")  years  au'o  and  are  douht  li'<s  llio  yea  is  (dd.  ih-rc  Mr.  Xew  ell  manu- 
lai'tiiicd  rakes.  <)iic  ol'  (uir  oldest  citi/eir^  l(dls  ol  his  (.-rooked  pi-an];s 
some  (iri  years  silici'.  ()ne  winter,  when  Lehanon  was  co\ei-ed  with 
an  icy  crusl.  he  with  other  lads  discovered  a  hasket  <d'  i;reeu  r:ike 
teeth  that  Mr.  Xewtdl  had  >el  on  hi-  wall  to  .-ca-oii.  Crinkle,  crinkle 
slid  the  pins  down  th<'  loni;-  hill,  scat teriiiii,'  as  they  went.  Wiial  the 
ow  ner  said  w  hen  he  discox cicd  the  I  ritk  is  imi  rec(H-ded. 

The  n<'xt  al)o\e  i-  Ihe  h'o w  la nd  ( 'la rke  place.  lie  wa;  im<'  (d'  the 
lirsi  sel  t  lers  in  this  re;;  ion  and  ol  Seot(di  desc( 'ni .  He  hou^ht  here  of 
-lohn  and  ('al(d)  Ilardini;'  in  17l<i.  and  liniii  tin  olo  hoUM'  on  nearly 
the  sjiiiic  spot  as  Ihe  [ircscnt  one.  d'hc  old  was  dem<di.-hed  wiieii 
re[)hu'ed  iiy  tlu'  new  ahout  7")  yeal'S  auo. 

()n  the  wrst  side  at  the  cornel-  ol  the  hrickyard  roail  is  the  Horace 
Walker  hoii^o.  l''ormerl\-  a  pan  <d'lhe  ( 'la  rkr  place,  il  wa>  sold  Lo 
donaliian  (iiccn  witlioul  a  deed.  Mr.  (ireeu  huilt  the  u[)riii,lit  pai't 
al)out  (•()  years  auo.  Idierf  was  an  (dd  house  which  i-  now  the  Wdixi- 
>hed.      <  )ii   i  (' ha  noil  I  nook,  hcl  w  cen  the  t  \\  <>  hills,  I  here  uscil  t(»  he  a 
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ruirni;j,'  mill.  It  was  Itiiriicd  and  a  new  mill  lui  (.tlicr  ii-cs  \\a>  (■iccIimI 
l»y  ('hai-jcs  rrudlx.  Li-i  u~  iiipw  moiiiil  llir  xrond  liill  we  rc.icji 
t lit' t own  farm.  'This  was  (he  r.ukcr  .Mmsc  liou-c  Mi-  (atlici', 
Morse,  one  <>1  llic  pioneer.-  who  iir>i  loi-aicd  in  llie  I'.aeon  di>liici, 
alterwarcls  built  on  tlie  lo|t  ol'  this  hill.  The  son  ino\cd  this  hoii^<'  lo 
ils  present  location.  It  is  (piiie  ancient,  hnt  1  ;nn  uneeiiain  whelher 
it  is  the  oi'i^inal  house  <»t  A>;i  .Mor>e.  doseph  liateh  was  lirst  >eliler 
on  o!-  near  the  po(udarm. 

Tassiiii;-  on,  we  soon  appioatdi  the  laini  ot(  hai  les  We>t.  Mere  a 
lU'W  huildin;;-  has  takmi  the  plae<'  ot  liic  did.  'j'he  AIImtI  (i.  W'ldd 
hirm  is  the  last  this  side  ol  W  ood-iork  line.  I'hi- w.i- t  he  idd  l'.;is  lie< 
place.  r>arzillai  liaylies  lixcd  in  the  <ddcr  house.  ni>\\  llioroUL;hl\ 
i-em»»dtdled,  and  no  douht  it  ha-  existed  lor  nioi-e  than  a  cenlur\. 
()ri,i:inal  settler  here  was  ( 'omtoit  .Seaile.  IMuard  li.i  y  1  ie-  hull  I  ihe 
newer  liouse. 

i'j  e  we  lea\ ('  I  he  hill  lei  u-  \  isii  .i  hou-e  spoi  on  I  lu' ei-o-s  road  I  roni 
Lebanon  Hill  t(.  the  I'.aeon  disiriel,  where  lay  Ihe  ^ood  taiin  ot 
.ledfdiah  llotlom,  w  lio-e  lir<t  wile  was  a  dan-hler  ol'  rarkeiMor-f. 
The  huildin^s  ai-e  all  destro)-ed.  N<'ar  hy  i<  anolher  cellai-,  and  in  the 
i'ei;ion  between  there  and  iaician  Lyon's  and  the  .Morii<  place  al  ihe 
end  (d'  Mm-ris  sti'cet  are  li\  e  o|-  -i\  more  eel  Lars  or  chiinne\  s  \s  hich 
is  the  n\uion  described  as  Xe w  ( . ui n<'.i Il  was  iidiabiled  by 
Xe;j,'i-()es.  Indians,  or  ha  1  r-bre<'ds,  and  a  lane  leadinij,'  t'l  om  lu'ar  ihe 
.ledediah  liottom  pku-e  will  take  you  to  a  p;i-tui-e  in  which  llieic  is  a 
I'ow  of  ^'raNes.  suppo-edly  IIk'  buri.t  1-place  id'  ihese  people.  j  c.anuol 
h«dp  wonderin;;-  w  heiher  "(dil  <  i<co'"  ma)  not  be  buried  ihere  also. 

Now  w<'  will  relurii  to  the  road  b  ailing-  to  r>i-own's  brickyard.  The 
lirst  houst^  on  the  <outh  side  ol  (hi-  road  i-  thai  of  .Mr.  (iaiiiion. 
formeidy  the  leune  of  Horace  Walker",-  laihei-.  .M  i.  Joseph  (  la  rke 
i-emend>ers  a  .Mi',  ('lark*-  as  li  \  i  nu'  I  hia'c  a  bout  70  years  a^o.  It  was 
then  an  <dd  hou-e. 

A  little  beytuid.  on  ihe  other  -ide  (d  the  road  is  the  abode  of  Laikin 
N'intou.  This  was  the  I'>enoni  West  house.  .Mr.  West  was  an  eccen- 
tric genius.  lie  used  to  play  the  \i(din  ipiile  well,  and  l..e  old 
kitchen  was  made  li\ei\-  of  a  winter's  twe  when  ihe  youni;  nu  n  \\'onlil 
;^-athei"  from  all  around  lo  hear  him.  .Xe.ir  ibe  norih  end  ol  Ihe  hou-e 
is  a  c(dlar  which  he  ilui;'  and  shuicd  irnusell.  <)n  ihi-  hecu'ccled  a 
,i;-o()d-si/ed  house  whicdi  was  ne\or  completed,  but  was  taken  d(»wii 
and  used  in  the  eonstruclion  of  Theodore  1 1  a  lai  nm  on's  knife  shop. 
Mr.  >Vest  built  him  a  lillle  shop  with  ;i  lilt  le  steeple  on  the  troiU  end. 
Here  he  mended  brass  kellle-,  rep.aired  wapdies.  .and  w  as  jack-al -a  1 1- 
frades.  Some  r  anains  of  the  shop  may  slill  lie  seen  north  (d'  the 
lloUSi'.     INw.  S.  S.  ('uttiim-.   p;l-sin^■  the   pl.iee  one  day,  accti-ted  him 


thus:  ••W'liiit  wa^  I  lial  stt'fj.lc  l.iiilt  lor.  Mr.  W'rMr"  ••A-:i-a-li.  Mi'. 
( 'iittiiiu.  il  was  built  lor  a  st('c|ilc.  <ir.  luiili  lor  a  sicfplf."  At  aiiotlicr 
liiiK'  a  man  calli'd  ami  otH'rod  Mr.  \\'t'>t  two  cciils  to  txiy  :i  tliiiiililc  to 
liani;-  in  lii-  lidlry.  'I'irr<  raided  .Mr.  \\Csf<  ire,  and  lie  chased  tlic 
oll'ciidcr  ncaidy  lo  Mr.  (  larkt-"-  \o\\iiin-  hr  would  tiira^h  him  il  he 
could  cat  ch  liiui. 

The  -^hoi  i  road  that  turns  nil' to  the  w  est  at  this  place  hrin^s  us  to 
llie  liou-e  <d  II.  II.  \\'(dl-.  This  i-  the  Dea.  .\athain(d  Smith  place, 
[■"arther  l>ack  it  liel,urj,cd  to  Joshua  Hardin--,  dr.,  town  clei-k  ol  Stur- 
l)ri(li;-e.  the  lather  ol  Dea.  lOlluidue  (i.  liardinu.  It  has  t  lu-  a  j  >]  lea  r- 
aiu'c  ol  ha\i!iu  pa--eil  it-  hundredth  hirthdaw 

( '(Mil  inuini:  on  the  hiickyaitl  road,  tin  lir-i  [dace  is  Matuiin  !'>acou\s. 
SouH'  ir»  or  20  rod>  Irom  ihe  hou~e.  he-ide  the  hrook.  was  a  little  slio]> 
in  which  .Mi'.  Kacon  made  luJihiu'^.  House  and  shop  are  i^'niu'.  Next 
wa<  the  hrii-k  hou-e  ol  .\hi);ili  h'iidiardsiui.  hlacksuutli.  It,  too.  has 
di-appeared.  .\  liiile  this  side  (d  ihe  hrook  was  t  he  I  it  1  Ic  home  ol 
l,ihert>    r.rown.      \othinu  ImiI   the  c(dlar  is  Kdt.  are  now  at 

lirow  iTs  I'iritdvya  rd.  (twne(l  hy  the  Syhcsier  hresser  estate  ()lher 
owiuM's  ol  the  luickyard  pro|iert)'  were  l>octiM'  II  a  rri  ii;^l  on.  ()tis 
r.acon.  ('arpenler  (  larke.  We-ley  Ide,  Al\in  and  <'haunc\  I'.rown. 
T.  Totter  and  1-.  W  .  I,itchli(dd  ran  the  brickyard  lor  a  time  as  the 
Sout  hl)ridL;'e  lii'ick  (  dmpan\  .  Idie  lir-t.  lu  ick  of  any  auu»unl  were 
made  here  ,d)out  I'S'd.  The  lirow  ii-  puri-hased  the  place  IVom  Jede- 
diah  Mai'cy  in  17'.i7.  There  was  a  sawudll  and  i;'i'istmill  on  Ihe 
premix'S  which  had  h;'en  run  liy  the  M.-iicy-  lor  a  loni;,'  linte.  I'llijah 
.M.'ircy.  son  (d  (  ol.  Moses  .Marc\  ,  lived  hci'.-  and  was  killed  accideni- 
allv  at  the  -ri^lmill  I'eh.  I.  177!i. 

.\liout  a  halt  mile  heyond  the  iuidue  we  approach  the  I^'onai'd 
Sahin  pl.'u-(\  the  last  ludore  cros^in^  the  >;tale  houiidary.  'The  house 
is  i;one.  This  place,  the  r.aylies  lariu.  the  ll;ii'ris(Ui  I  larwdod  estate, 
and  some  larms  in  the  iiacou  district  were  in  "Middlesex  (iore." 
This  was  a  strip  o|  landal)out  halt  a  mile  wide  taken  Irom  ('(Uiiu'cli- 
cut  hy  r(docati(Ui  ol  I  he  state  liiu'.  It  was  a  part  oT  New  L'oxhuiy  Ifom 
ICS."}  to  IC.'.K)  when  it  hecauu'  \\'ood>tock,  .Mass.  In  ]7'r2  W'.MMlslock 
.sei'cded  fo  ( 'onnect  iiail .  le.i\in;;  this  siri|)  iKM'lh  (d'tlu'iiew  line  as  a 
.-(U't  of  no-mairs-land.  Il  remaiiu'd  ".Middlesex  (otre"  till  171)(;  w  Ikui 
it  was  annexed  to  !  >udley  and  SMirhridi^c  All  ol  SI ui  hridii,'e*s  share — 
al)out  201)0  aiM-es—lell  to  Southhrid-'c  in  iKli;. 

Now  let  us  return  to  ()xrord  corner  Ifom  whem-e  we  .started  and 
take  a  tfip  t  owa  rd- 1  he  east .  We  will  ('rix'e  across  I  he  c(u-iier  ol' ( "harl- 
toii  (formerly  ( )x  lord  ) — i  he  la  ml  on  t  he  sout  h  side  hein;;'  t  he  I  ria  ni;'le 
set  oil' to  Sturhrid-e  in  17;i2.  On  t he  -it e  ol  t  he  ^■oun^'  Men's  Chris- 
lian  Assoei  ui<»n  was  the  old  <  (dumhian  huildin;;'.  erei'ted  in  ]S1  I. 
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f.iillici-  iiiid  r.ai'ki!)  AminidoNNn  sold  it  to  Aiinnidown  in  iSlC. 

It  was  iiioxcd  lo  I'oi-iuM- (d  I'osi cr  SI  reel  and  W  ardwcll  ('oni  t  tomal-:*' 
Avay  Tor  tlie  Association.  About  IsK;.  IMiniploii  and  l.aiic  opciuMl  a 
••tai'torv  Klon-'"  licir.  WC  lind  < '.  A.  rai<;«'  a-  a  i;{  year  (dd  hoy  in  tli<  ir 
employ.  r.ator  the  lii-ni  name  ol  I  his  >l  oic  w  ;is  ,!<  ilm  Scahui  y  c'v  (  o. 
It  wais  rui)  foi'  Ihc  hcnclit  of  Dicsscr  .Maniita(iurini.i-  Co.,  Ccnti-al 
Mills  ( 'o.,  and  (  'ohnnhian  ('oiiii»any.  'I'lit'  (')n|(lt>yct.'s  were  (»nly  paid 
once  a  yeai';  consc(picnt  ly  they  had  to  trade  al  ihc  'dacIcM-y  stoic*"  <tn 
credit.  It  was  while  I<]l»cne/ci'  I).  Annnid(twn  li\cd  hcr<'  that  he 
purchased  the  first  piano  hi-ouij,ht  I  o  Soiil  hllrid^•e.  'i'he  in-t  runiciit . 
i-eturned  to  its  old  hahitaiion,  is  now  in  the  ladies"  parlor  of  the 
Association.  Other  prominent  lamiiies  oj  the  town  made  the  old 
hiiildiiii;-  tlieir  dweHini;-  place.  At  the  west  end.  on  l-llm  sfreo't,  was 
the  old  town  pump. 

Next  to  t Ik- ah()\ ('  huildinu'  stood  the  ••salthox,""  a  two-story  i)nild- 
in^  no\N'  standini;-  in  W  ard wadl  < 'oni  t.  It  \va<  huill  hy  .Ma jor  ( 'ah  in 
Amnndown.  1  lere  dulia  ( ;reen  kept  si-hoo|.  The  (dTu'c  of  I! on.  Linus 
Child  was  a  small  square  l»uildim;'  l>etween  the  "sail  l)o\-""  .md  Ihc 
liaidc.  It  is  now  a  part  ot  tlu'shoe  shop  al  i  he  reai' of  t  he  1' ni\'er<a- 
list  church. 

TIk'  Luth»'r  .\mmi(lo\\  ii  house  next  east  ot  I  he  r>ank  was  eiccled 
i)y  llarvcy  I  )r<*sser  about  70  years  au't*.  Ilei-eliveil  Linus  Child  and 
also  .loseidi  .\Ud\en/.ie,  who  droxc  stau'e  to  Lr(»\  idence.  It,  has  also 
been  known  as  the  Stilhuau  riinipton  hoii'-e.  The  Smith  lleecher 
liouse  at  corner  ot  Lverett  Street  was  Sullivan  Stone's  blacksunlh 
shoj).    lie  was  the  lat ln-r  ( d' the  late  ( ;e(»r,--e  S.  Sione. 

()n  the  other  side  ot  Main  Si  icei — remendicr  there  wa-^  no  Central 
Street  till  — the  s|)ace  jiroiind  llartweirs  t-oi-nci-  ^\as  lilled  with 
old  barns  and  sheds.  On  the  site  ot  the  C.  A.  Dressei-  House  K.  D. 
Anunidowii  and  l>r.  Sanuiel  llartwdl  creeled  in  |S17  what  became 
known  as  the  lleaiey  TaMan,  \\  ni.  Ilealey.  projuictor.  Dr.  Ilarlwadi 
had  an  ollice  in  the  buildin;;'  and  I'radtoid  liaylies  a  taihu-  shop. 
L.ater  th<'  upper  stories  were  used  tor  tenenu'iits.  ()n  the  lot  bet\\«M'n 
this  and  the  Library  block  Zcbina  .\bbott  siaiied  the  first  store  in  the 
centre  (A  the  town  about  17*.)*.).  lie  soon  sold  out  to  Luther  Annui- 
down,  Oliver  IMimpton  and  others.  In  conr>e  of  time  t  he  old  sl(U'( 
was  mo\'ed  to  noi'lh  side  oj  loNver  Saudersda  1«-  road,  w  heic  it  bec;um^ 
a  part  ot  liolton  ('ily.""  KenuMbdIed  and  enlai-i;(Ml  il  is  now  owned 
\)\  .\Ibert  Vj.  \'int<m.  .Many  w  ill  reuKMubcr  the  lar^c  square  window 
with  its  small  panes  whicli  was  the  ti-(Mil  window  (d'  I  he  old  si  oi'c. 
The  brick  store  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  (UU'  was  owned  l)y 
LutlK'r  and  Holmes  .\nnnidow  n.  \\  t  be  i  imc  ol  t  h*^  fii-e  .1 .  .1.  Oak(v< 
had  a  sloie  in  il . 


r.iiiiin.i II y  iMiiMiiiu  -I"mm1  oh  the  silo  ot  oiii'  I .ilirary.    It  \v;i^ 

tor  :i  liiuc  till-  (lt'inMci  ;ii  ir  lu';iili|ii;ii  h'fs.  nnd  took  ils  iiniiic  Irdiii  llic 
r.iiiH)ii<  li.ill  ill  New  ^  (llic.  It  w  as  (iiii^iiKil  I  y  I  Ik'  p;irisli  cliurch  and 
\\a-  ciccl  fd  iiiidiT  tlir  diicflioii  <  d'  MaJ.  Win.  I.u\.'.  'I'lic  Iraiiic  was 
raisi'd  duly  I.  17'.i7.  on  the  l(H-ation  ol  \\iv  I5a]iti.-I  t,iiui\ii  and  Ilic 
cdilirt'  ua-  dodirahd  duly  1.  IMIO.  When  in  IS  IS  it  was  dfcidcd  jo 
ludld  a  new  iiicol  inudioiix'.  the  (dd  uiic  w;is  houi^iil  h)  laillicr  and 
.\nili-i'w  y.  Aniiiiid.'W  n  and  lillcd  u|i  lor  '^hncs.  All  llicsc  Iniildin^-s 
were  liiinird  II.   ISC.).      d'lif  1  ua  ck  (i  II 1  Tcl  1  w  a  s  c  red  cd  i  n  ISCC; 

llic  < '.  A.  Dies-cr  llou-c  and  l.idrary  Idork  in  IS71.  Tlic  (.■ciilrc 
-rhiMillidux'  w  a-  luiill  in  IsKl  on  I  lie  siic  oT  the  inc-cnt  (Mic  he!  wccii 
tlir  (iiuirli  and  Aniiuidowii  Mock.  ll  wa<  Miirncd  in  IS'JS  and  iThuilt 
ol  luit  k.  Near  iIh'  -oiiiliwc-l  (•orn<'r  (d'  llic  scdioid house  w;is  the  ;j,iin 
li(ai->c  w  hero  cannon  wauf  kcpl  tor  lart:'ct  practice  at  "•general  niuster." 
The  !;irue|  w  a-  a!  I  he  >*-and  liank""  iieai'  rille  ranu,-e  (d"  ( 'o.  K.  (  Mie  of 
llie  cannon  halls  was  loiind  lliere  rctently.  In  rear  (d'  the  clmrcli 
were  I  wo  ljarii>  laiili  hy  rarker  .M  or-e  1 1  .!■  s|  a  hi  i  ni^-  horses  Ircmi  TroN  i- 
dence.  ()ne  ol  llie^e.  al  the  liiiH'  (d  llie  lire,  was  Smith  llcecher's 
cahinet  -ho]i.  I.e(.nar(l  (  iitler  had  a  carpenter  sliop  in  Ihe  re.ar  ol' 
'■d'ainni.any  llall."'  d'he  lir-1  lire  enuine  house  was  huill  mi  llie  loca- 
linn  (d  tin'  I'.apii-I  lior-c  <lied-  ahoni  iS.'i-J  where  it  reinaiiied  h>it  a 
<hoii  time  and  alter  -iiiidry  peramhiilal  ions  came  (o  its  present  locus 
next  to  ('eiitral  Strcei  p(dice  station. 

Se\ciitydi\e  years  au'o  the  next  house  east  was  owned  hy  Jacoh 
Mdw'ard-.  d'he  houses  hel  w-eeii  are  ol  more  receii!  cims' met  ion,  and 
w  ei  e  huill  on  a  pari  ol  I  he  ( dd  I  ria n^n la  r  'S'oiiiiiion."  The  I'.aptisl 
.Sdciei  y  made  an  excha  ii^^c  (d  t  he  Ioiil;-  t  a  pcriiiL;-  piece  of  the  ••common"' 
on  whitdi  ihese  li(iu>e-  .-land  lor  a  piece  (d'  land  in  rear  ol'  the  idiui'ch. 
.\t  the  lime  ol  ihe  lire  Ihe  r,radr..rd  Uaylies  lious*'  stood  on  liie  spot 
now  oia-upied  hy  the  re-idence  td  the  late  I.  T.  Hyde.  Lat  <.'I'  ot'Ctl- 
panls  were  Idon  \l.  (.reen,  dames  Ikit  clielder,  dames  \\  .  Hi-omley  and 
ntliers.  The  house,  sepaiated  inlo  two  parts,  was  mo\ed  hack  upi>ii 
l  osler  Str<'et.  W  here  (ie(.i-n(.  \\\  WClls  resides  was  llie  residence  ot 
Wdlliam  I'^dwards.  huilt  hy  his  lallier.  dacoh.  ah(»ut  SO  years  j\«;-o. 
W  hen  the  new  iiian-i«m  was  erected  the  old  (uie  was  mo\ed  |(»  the  h»t 
wc-t  where  it  remained  till  remo\((lto  l-A  cret  t  St  i"eet ,  (o  make  I'oom 
lor  the  ifw  re^ifleiKc  ol  Alherl  I;.  W'fdls.  i:.  II.  (  olc's  house  was 
huill  hv  \N'illiam  ISeecher.  .Mr.  (ieo.  A.  hresser  rennanhers  tlic 
di;;;iin;;  (d  t  he  s\<dl  hy  i'>eniaiiiin  Dillalier.  Mr.  Dresser,  1  hen  a  sma  1 1 
hoy,  was  sent  up  to  the  sPuc  hy  the  woiidiien  to  i;t'l  some  '-wliite- 
eye."'  for  w  liich  he  was  icprox  cd  w  hen  he  not  home.  No  doiiht  the 
••wdiite-e\ (•■■  aided  ill  olilaiiiiiiL;  imdstiire.  i'hal  was  ahoul  70  years 
a;^(>.      .Mo-e-   riimploii  huilt  and  lived  in  the  house  ot       M.  \\'(dls. 


Siil)S('(|\i('iU  ly  it  \v;i>  tlic  rcsidciici'  <>\  .);iriu>  I'liiiic)  .ind  ,l;iiiics 
.Sjuulci-s.  I)c;i.  S.  M.  L;iiic  hiiill  l.lic  .MclcnUc  lioii.-c.  'I'lioc  I  wo 
l)l;K'es  were  a  part  (»l  tlic  1^.  f).  A luniidow  ii  jiroiM  rty.  and  built  so  lar 
from  ilic  street  on  ai'fount  of  rest  rict  ion-  -in  tin'  d<'i'd>.  l^-twccu 
l)('a«.M)U  Laiii'"s  yai'd  and  llu'  fi-nictcry  aicli  -lood  tin-  licaix'  lioii>c  till 
moved  to  tlic  top  of  tlic  old  lot  near  tin'  inniip  on  liic  cast  side  (d  tin- 
a\<'nut'.    It  was  taken  away  w  hen  om  pir.-mt  iicarse  liou>f  was  luiilt. 

When  I'',.  1>.  Animidown  hdl  llir  (  oltnnliian  iMiildini;-  In-  mo\ed  into 
tli<^  At)iel  ('oonil)s  lion.-c  at  the  eoriicr  ot  Main  and  (  oonilts  Siirctv 
wliere  he  I'emaincd  till  he  huilt  ••A!lnnido^\  n  (  asllc  "  at  "  rii''  Tines." 
The  Coombs  house  must  be  nearly  100  \earsold.  Aliased  aunt  (d 
Mrs.  Arthui' Sutelille.  now  o\-er  so  years  old.  w  l  i t e>  ( d  ha \  inu'  \  i>iled 
her  umde  dames  ('(»onibs.  who  li\ed  there  in  ]S'2\.  She  was  Iheii  a 
little  ^"irl.  but  distinctly  remembeis  tlie(dd  lireplace,  a  Iso  I  he  pa  rior 
\\ith  its  sanded  tloor.  the  sand  beiiiii,  marked  oil'  in  diamond-.  She 
dared  not  enter  its  sacred  pi  tH-ineis.  d'lie  t  w  ( »-ten<'ment  hou-i:  ju>l  in 
the  rea  r  on  (  'oombs  St  reet  was  Mr.  A  m  mid  own  "s  dairy.  'I'he  ( dd  ba  rn 
was  taken  down  to  make  way  tor  I  he  col  i  a^c  oi  1  )ea.  A .  .1 .  <  oombs. 
( >n  the  haid<  wall  in  fr<»id  of  ••Ammidown  ('astle"  wa>  a  hedtic  (d 
mulberry  trees  for  I'eedinu'  silk  w  (unis  and  makini;  i-ocoons.  At  the 
nortln'ast  cornel-  of  .Mr.  ('oonib-;"  land  and  adjoinim;'  land  of  Hyde 
ManufacLurini;  (  o.  wa>  a  small  endosurt' — walled  on  three  sides, 
with  fence  and  gate  on  the  other  next  the  road-  known  tor  years  as 
the  fow  II  pound. 

On  the  noil  h  siile  of  t  he  si  ice: .  almost  on  1  he  <ite  ot  L.  K.  Si  I)  ley's 
rc'^idence,  stood  t  he  house  o  I'  lioldriduc  Ammidown.  I  he  bill  hp  lace  (d 
l-:ila  M.  and  Allred  !■:.  <  'ole  ;ind  llie  w  riiei-.  Ii  has  licen  mo\ed  back 
into  the  Indlow  near  the  r.ailro.id  em  I  )a  nl-.niem  .  It  d;iie>  back  about 
CO  years. 

The  Hyde  ('ompany'-  lachuy  is  praclic.illy  the  bin  li|tlace  (d  our 
(»ptii-al  industry.  It  has  been  -o  i  i-;ins|orme(l  thai  one  would  liardl  v 
recogni/e  ihe  original  in  it.  Win.  ilceclier,  Ihddriduc  AmmidowiK 
L.  11.  .Vmmidow  n.  :inil  \l.  II.  <  ole.  under  \arious  lirm  name-,  are 
for(dathei-s  td'  the  business  on  1  hi- spot .  -lohn  W  ait  bouuhl  this  place 
(d  lienjamin  l''i-eem:in  and  elected  a  bhuksmiiirs  .and  nip  hammer 
sh(jp  in  ISO] . 

opposite  Hyde  ('ompany"s  f:icior\  is  the  -^Smilh  house.""  This 
L'(»yal  Smith  made  the  tirst  sidewalk  in  town,  ;i  L;ra\»d  walk  from  hi.s 
iioiistt  t(t  the  centre.  In  some  way.  to  the  annoyance  of  himscdf  .and 
familv.  he  receiNcd  the  nickname  (d'  "-roiporai  Trim."'  One  day 
S(piire  Child  bade  his  errand  boy  take  a  messa<ie  to  ••(  'orporai  Trim." 
The  boy  r.apped  at  the  door  which  wasopene(lby  .Mrs.  Smith. 
Ilie  ('orj)oral  ,u'f"    '•Who':'"  -aid  Mrs.  Siuilh.  with  emphasis.  "Is 
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("or])()r;il  'rriiii  :il  lioiiic  r""  if|ic;itc(l  the  )m/./l»'il  lad.  --What  !  "  t'jiu'U- 
latcd  IIk'  lady  still  iiioic  ciici^^ici  ica  I  ly .  Ilcrr  it  dawned  n|Ki!i  tlii'  hoy 
what  tilt'  trouhji'  was  and  lie  iiolitt  ly  iiKjuircd  lor  .Mr.  Siuilh.  'I'lu* 
house  lias  hccii  hiiill  iiici'ciiiral,  and  ihc  tiri^inal  part  imi-l  he 
c'oiisiderahly  more  than  100  years  (dd,  il  lia\in;j,-  Immmi  u>ed  hy  the 
."Morrises  loi-  iiiakiii;:,-  harrels. 

Lullier  iLdiiionds  dwtdt  for  iiiaiiy  years  in  the  house  next  the  rail- 
road. Mr.  Mdnionds  huill  it  in  ISKI.  W  hen  the  i-oa( I  was  eousi  laiet fd 
the  house  was  ino\ed  a  lew  leet  \\('<\.  in  the  real'  w  as  a  ;;'ra\ (dly 
hill  ];now  n  in  the  x  ieinit  v  as  "t  he  inouiil ain.""  <  )n  t  he  ojt]>o-it  e  side 
(d  the  i-oatl  is  the  \'int<iii  liou-e.  [This  hou~e  has  sinee  heen  iii(»\('d 
to  the  ujiper  end  ot  land  lorniei  ly  Mowed  hy  the  (dd  s[)ee-sho])  poml.J 
'This  was  Ilar\('3'  i)resser"s  eahiiiet  shop,  anil  was  iiio\cd  I'roiu 
|)resser  ilill  in  (  liarlton  lo  its  present  location  hy  Jairiis  ruliiey. 
( )ut  in  the  lol  heyond  the  tei  niinus  of  (  hestnul  Sli-eet  lived  (dd 
('iseo,  presumedly  (Uie  ( d'  the  ''New  (iuiuea"  Irihe,  previously  men- 
lioned.  ('isi-o  sticel  was  named  in  hi-  rememhrance.  Tliat  name 
w  as  lirst  ui\  (Mi  to  <  hest  nut  St  ivet . 

['assinij,-  undei"  the  hI■id^■e.  the  d  wad  li  n;^,'  op]  m  >si  I  e  ( 'a  I'peiil  er  sd  km  d 
is  (piite  ancient .  .\hou|  where  1  )u(piei  te"s  house  sland<  al  Ihecauner 
oi  Main  and  Moiais  Streets  there  used  i(t  he  a  wad!  and  ])um|»,  and 
some  where  near  it  was  the  alxnU'  ot  haniel  Mai'cy.  'I'he  road  ahuii;" 
h(>re  used  lo  he  just  heyond  Ihc  haul-:  wall  heside  t  he  pond,  hut  was 
relocated  and  raised  hecanse  (d'  the  o\(M  lhtw  ot  wai er  and  ice  every 
siirin<;-. 

.\e\t  was  the  ''still  house"  n(»t  lar  Irom  the  west  end  (d'  Leiisdalo 
st(U-(diouse.  it  was  t  he  old  (li<I  illery  (d  ( 'ahaii  .\mmidown  made  over 
into  a  tenement.  In  the  allic  slept  ( '.  A.  Dresser  w  hen  scr\iiiL;-  m?^ 
a  j)[>r(Mi1  ice  in  the  mill.  (ie(M■^■e.\.  1  >re.--ser  w<dl  r(Mnemhers  runnim:; 
away  li'oni  sclnxd  (Uie  day  and.  not  de(auinL;  il  prudent  to  <;•()  home, 
he  spent  the  ni^ht  wilh  his  l)r(»lher  in  the  (dd  \Ndien  the  ledi;(' 

in  the  railroad  lail  was  hla,-ite(l  (Uit  :i  hea\y  st<me  drojiped  throuuh 
the  centre  >>{'  the  ro(d  and  landed  in  the  e(dlar.  to  the  dismay  (d'  the 
inmates.  At  the  toot  <d'  ihe  hil  1  on  norl  h  side  (d  the  road,  opposite 
the  lens  tact(U-y,  was  an  (dd  house  in  whi(di  dw(dl  Mphraim  I'.oltoii 
pre\i(»u.s  to  his  (aniuratiou  to  ''I'.olton  (  ity."  Near  the  toji  ot  the 
sli^•ht  idevati(Ui  was  a  hrick  h(»nse  hnilt  and  occupied  hy  Joseph  (  Vuii;'- 
d(.n,  one  ot  the  proprietor:^  ot  the  mill,  l.ater  it  hecamt^  the  al»ode  of 
tlie  llroadtient s. 

The  canal  lo  ('(dumhian  mills  was  !)e;.;uii  in  isl")  and  the  mills  in 
IS-Jl.  The  land  was  a  |)art  ot  the  M(uiis  tarm.  In  those  days  there 
was  no  Mon-is  Street.  The  old  road  lo  the  .Morris  place  hcii'au  aluuit 
where   the    Leu-dale  coal   sheds   stand,  a   little  ea>t   ol   llie  hro(dv. 
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Trai-cs  ol  it  up  tiiitui^li  the  wikmU  arc  yet  to  lie  ^ccn.  Thr  Mmris 
Ikmisc  ii«  amoiii;'  1  he  oldest  in  lowu.  'I'lic  1  nl lou  iiiu  cxl  ran.  i<  Crdiii  a 
k'ttcM-  by  Pres.  W  in.  DcW.  Ilydc:  ■•Mi-^.  Hyde  Iukmn  s  ik.I  liiii,-  uIxmiI 
tilt'  (»U1  Morris  jihu'c.  ('\rr|.t  timt  part  »>t  the  In.ir-c  w.is  luiilt  liy  ilit; 
Indians  Indorc  tlicrc  was  any  town."  'I'licrc  is  a  rcn.rd  ol  a  deed  (d 
t  In'  place,  or  a  part  tlic!-t'<d.  I  rom  Saiinn  1  Wlillr.  dr.,ot  1  )iullcy ,  d.ttctl 
()c-t.  (!.  1772,  and  i;i\('n  to  I'alward  .Moiais.  The  I iidia irs  i-(d'eiifd  to 
are  no  doidd  the  ^-Xi-w  ( luinea"  iieo[)le  pie\  iousiy  n  idi  t  i  o  ned ,  a  lid  t  he 
part  ol  the  house  mentioned  hy  Mrs.  Hyde  wa-  then  standini;.  The 
plaee  is  worth  a  vi^it  if  only  to  ^ct  \\\c  Wwr  (d  the  inwn  tiom 

this  emiiienee. 

I  lia\e  no  data,  hut  pre-unie  the  row  (d  old  tei\ianenl  hou-es  on  the 
south  side  (d  the  road  at  Len^dale  were  hnilt  at  nearly  the  same  time 
as  the  mills.  1S21.  In  the  western  hoii-e  (d  the  old  low  .Miliiui 
Streeter  killed  hi<  w  ile.  In  t  he  easii'i  n  hou-i'  I  )ea.  A.  d.  ( 'o(.iid»s  w  a- 
liorii.  At  the  we,-t  end  ot  ••( '( il mid >ia ii  liemloeks""  wa>  an  old  load 
down  the  hank,  aero-s  a  hridi^c  o\er  the  taili'aee,  and  out  past  the  mill. 
At  the  torks  hetweeii  llii-  and  the  u[iper  road,  ahoul  opp(  isit  <■  1  he  east - 
em  house  ol  the  (dd  row.  wa-  th<'  I'dijah  Seliree  hou>e.  \ow,  p|ea<c. 
Just  allow  your  mind  Lo  a  lit  t  ie  tart  her  hack  and  imaL:,ine  (  d-r-hom 
riimptoii,  on  hi-  way  liomowaid  lr(»m  an  e\('niiiu  e;ill  at  ('ol.  Thomas 
Cheney's  at.  Sanderxlale.  runninu  tordeai  lilcl  rom  ken -da !e  t o  cent  ic 
villa<i,'e,  ehased  hy  a  paek  of  how  lini;-  wol\cs.  There  wa-  then  oiil\  a 
loorjiarh. 

At  *'l''ort  Sumter""  we  \vill  takeihe  upper  road,  ddie  lower  road 
was  n(»t  eonsirueted  till  IS2S.  -"['"(irt  Sumlei  "  reeei\'eil  iis  name  from 
a  l)oml>ardment  of  the  place  with  kriek-  and  .-l(mc.-al  the  time  oui- 
I'ivil  war  hroi^c  out.  lis  (pie,-t  iona  Me  inliahitanis  lied  to  the  e(dlar  for 
rtdu.u-e.  The  lirst  hoirsc  on  our  i-i-ht,  near  the  top  (d  the  hill,  is  the 
('hapman  i-ee  place.  Hn  the  < '.  Ik  La  w  son  csl  it  e  was  t  he  home  of 
.lames  .Iennis(m.  The  present  hou-e  was  Imilt  hy  M  r.  deniiison  ahoul 
C.h  y<'ars  aii'o.  'I'he  «dd  house  stoitd  a  short  distance  ea-l  ot  llir  iiaru 
near  the  well.  It  was  hou^ht  hy  .Mr.  liolii.n  and  moved  to  the  Idwer 
road  where  it  now  stands  just  we-l  (d  .Mhert  Ik  N'inton's  t'  nemcnt. 
before  referred  to.  and  mu>t  lia\e  seen  al  lea-t  sO  year-  come  and  i^o. 
Mr.  Uolton  dwelt  in  one  of  these  hoii-c-  an  l  hi-  son  in  I  he  (.tlier. 
Tiie  whole  was  duiibed  'Mkdfon  City"'  Irom  the  ^iiin-  ol  (dd  -beds, 
and  old  earts  and  wauens  boimhl  at  and  i<>n  lyiii;.;  around  t  be  pi  (Mui-es. 
The  lit  t  le  shop  on  the  j  ,a  w  son  place  w  used  by  M  r.  dcnni-on  I  or  1 1  u' 
uianufacture  and  repair  ol  ;;uns.  iVc 

( 'ominu'  lo  the  forks  (d  the  road  let  us  keep  -t  I'aiubt  ahead  «ui  tb«-  <ild 
\A'o<»dstork  r(,  id.  And  rii;lit  here  we  pa--  out  <d'  old  (  liai  lKm  into  old 
I)udle\'.    Tin    ancient  boii-e  a  little  -oiiih  Iroiii  the  torks  ha-  been 


know  n  ;is  the  .Ioiki-  l,;ni)lt.  .iK-cpli  <  (1110(1, ,11  iiinl  I  >;i\ id  T.  'I'lnii  -lon 
pliU'C.  l)Ut  i<  now  :i  )>;iil  ol  llic  S.-iiidci-diilc  |  im  •!  tcii  y .  1  )|-.  llrulicn 
1  lan-inutmi  w;i<  llic  lii'-i  '-i-tllci-  In  re.  h;i\in^-  Itoii^ht  llic  phuM-  ol 
lU'njaniin  I'l-cmi;! n  in  ISOI.  'riii.<  would  make  ilic  lion-c  just  loO 
yfar>  of  a-v. 

(yi-().<sin^  Lebanon  t)i'(jok  and  asceiuliti;^  the  hill  \V(i  eonie  tirsl  Lo  the 
I.neian  Lyon  house.  'I'lus  tlie  homestead  of  l.nther  Smith,  known  as 
''MnUr'  Smitli.  lie  was  an  extensive  deaUir  in  mnles.  ,)n(l;;in;^  hy 
the  iK'i^ht  of  tlie  walls  ai'onnd  tin.'  pasiuiHiS  where  h(!  kept  Ihens, 
mnles  nuist  have  i)een  sonu'wlial  fractions  in  lin^se  (hiys.  The  lirst 
settler  on  this  place  was  Moses  Marcy,  ^i-andson  of  Col.  Moses  Maic}'. 

Next  is  the  C'oi  ltin  L3'on  place  lie  was  fathei' of  dames,  Idherty 
and  I.ncian  liyon.  Mrs.  Crei'don  now  owns  it.  In  the  lot  on  tlie 
snmmit  of  the  hill  .losei)h  r>arr<'tt  hon^hl  of  dohn  Peacock  in  17."il. 
The  old  well  is  there  covered  over,  hnt  the  house  "has  Ion;;  since 
disapi)t'a!ed. 

\ow  we  ;i;j;ain  cioss  tln^  old  hndley  line  into  old  Stnrhrid^^e  ere  we 
come  to  the  W'illi.^  .Mors(\  faim.  Iler<.'  I  )ea  l)ani(d  Mor-ecaniein  17(i'.>, 
ami  hnilt  a  lot:  cabin  in  the  ort-hard  a  iilthi  lo  the  east  of  tin;  lions. ■  in 
which  lives  Silas  T..  M(Mse.  'I'he  land  was  too  pool'  to  snpport  a  cow- 
so  he  kept  a  few  ;;oats  in  a  brushy  pastuic  still  called  the  "•^oat 
pasture."  lie  rais< d  .a  little  i)atch  of  ctu'n  wlfn-h  he  had  to  carr}'  on 
his  back  to  Mmldy  Ih'ook  to  ^^ct  it  >;roniui.  Later  he  built-  tin;  old 
house  near  the  road,  jtaitly  in  the  front  jard  and  ext(;ndin;;  into  lln; 
driveway  as  it  now  is.  It  Ix.'ii';,"  on  tip'  <dd  sta^^e  I'oad  I  )eacoii  Morsi^ 
con\'eited  his  intnse  iido  a  taseiii.  The  old  si^^n  is  in  possession  <d 
Silas  II.  Moi'S(!.  ()n  one  side  i-  a  spread  eai^lo  with  red,  whitt^  and 
blue  shield  on  its  In  east.  and  a  rd)bon,  beariui;  the  motto I'luribus 
Unnm,"  in  its  beak.  The  claws  (jf  one  foot  hold  a  hunch  of  arrows, 
the  oilier  an  olive  luanch.    l'nd(!rneath  is  this  inscription: 

I).  MOKSirs 
'iWVITiX 
|S{);{, 

On  the  I'eveise  side  is  tlic  same  inscription,  and  above,  at  >ne  corner, 
is  a  new^  moon  with  prollle,  in  tin;  otlnn-  ('(uner  a  cluster  of  seven 
stars,  wdiile  in  the  ceinr<'  is  the  Masonic  sijuaic  and  compass. 
Mas(uiic  nuH'tin;!;-!  were  held  in  the  old  liouse.  It  was  torn  (h>wn 
about  .'50  years  aj^o.  The  i»lace  has  remained  in  the  same  family,  and 
the  line  farm  shows  what  determination  and  perseverance  can  do  with 
land  ilnd  ''wouldn't  snpi)ort  a  cow."  'I'hi- family  of  Morsti  hi-otiiers  — 
Asa,  DaiTwl  and  deiemiah  -who  settled  in  this  vicinit}',  camci  froni 
Sherburn,  and  arc*  desceiulaids  of  the  Dedham  Morses,  Jonas  I'arker, 
lalhi'r  of  .\s:i  Moise's  wife,  w;is  killed  in  tlu'  battle  (d'  Le\in;j;ton. 


On  the  south  of  the  roiul  at  the  loiii'  c<mih'is  i>  the  haiiicl  Tiatt 
estate.  llciii'y  Trait  hiui^ht  i>ait  ol  this  l.iini  liom  I ;i)(  iu'/<'i-  ImI- 
iiionds  of i  1  )u(lley  in  17(11).  Jle  lived  on  the  ii«»iih  sitlc  ot  the.  road 
ahout  oppo.«ite  the  oenietei'}'.  lie  IkuI  a  lar^e  htMh  /^aideii  o(  pcppcr- 
inint  and  the  like  froni  which  the  oils  were  extiaelcsd  in  a  little 
distillery  down  hy  the  brook  east  of  tlie  eeineteiy.  His  son,  horn  at 
the  declaration  of  peace  at  the  close  of  the  devolution,  was  fioni  tlnit 
fact  named  Fi-eeinan.  The  l>ani(.'l  J'ratt  house  was  eriu  ted  hy  I'ree- 
inun  I'ratt  nearly  100  years  a^o  The  c.iiiy  settUus  in  this  nei^^hhor- 
hood  had  to  siMid  theii'  childi-en  to  i>enison  school.  'I'hcy  soon  com- 
plained of  the  distance  and  obtained  a  schoolhou-e  here  adout  1772. 

ljOokin<<  up  the  hill  on  the  Woodstock  road  we  see  two  line  taiin 
houses  nearly  opposite;.  That  on  tin;  north  sidf  is  i  he  Hiram  Morse 
place.  In  the  old  Ip'use  that  u-e  I  to  stand  this  spot  lived  Mnoch 
I'.acon.  That  on  the  south  side  is  theMnason  Morst.'  p!,ic<'.  Hii.iin 
Morse  was  born  in  the  old  part,  now  the  L,  in  ISl'J,  as  was  also  a  Mrs. 
Durlinjij  who  died  a  few  \  ears  a^o  a^^cd  ll.'>.  A  centui  y  has  p  issed 
over  it  and  how  much  more  I  do  not  know, 

'  liack  of  Daniel  Pratt's,  on  the  crossroad  to  Lebanon  Hill,  was  the 
(hvellinj^  of  Lendall  Tower,  buiMied  se,\'er;d  years  since.'.  That,  was 
the  home  of  Samuel  Fiske  — father  ol  the  late  Dea.  lleniy  Li>ke. 
Down  in  the  hollow  to  the  east  stood  Samuel  Kiske's  tannery. 
'  Now  we  will  turn  to  the  north  at  the  schoolhouse,  and  passiti*;  the 
cohietery  we  will  drive  ahm^^  till  we  arrive  at  the  home  of  the  bite 
Amasa  Haskell.  Were  Mi'.  Haskell  and  his  r;imily  here  we  wenibl  all 
surely  he  invited  to  stop  for  a  lunch,  for  their  hospitality  was  evei- 
uid)Oitnded.  This  is  tin;  old  home>t»,'ad  of  Jeremiah  Morse  who 
S(!ttle(i  lu'ic  in  17(1-1.  Mrs.  Amasa  Haskell  is  a  descendant  throuiih 
lier' father,  francis  S.  Morse.  S3lvania  (Williams)  Haskell,  mother 
of  .\masa,  was  a  direct  (U'scendant  (d  lIo;^('r  Williams.  Mr.  IlasUedl's 
<j|-andfather,  Stei)hen  Haskell,  a  llaplist  minister,  was  missionaiy 
to  the  Dudley  Indians.  He  esrablishe<l  the  old  stone  fort  in  Dudley 
N.arrows.  In  bsOS  the  new  house  was  built  here  and  the  former  <me 
destroyed.  A  few  rods  west  ol  the  house  is  ihe  "Hut  lot,"  so  called 
l)ccaise  an  eai'ly  seitler  had  a  hut  there.  It  is  s:ud  this  fauii.y  were 
.so  overi«)yed  with  their  lirst  harsesl  that  they  s;it  u[»  all  ni;4ht  to  husk 
the  corn. 

'I'herc  is  one  nnu'e  house  on  this  road  within  the  state  limits.  W(,' 
can  see  as  we  drive  up  to  the  door  th.it  it  is  an  '"old  settler."  Joseph 
Ammidown  — brother  <d'  Caleb  of  (  harlton  ~  l)ou<^ht  it '^nearly  new" 
in  177i).  'J'hen  it  fell  iido  the  hands  of  Dea  (.'yrus  Amundown,  and 
|-}»rtM'  was  purchas(Hl  by  William  llask<dL  It  is  now  the  lunne  of 
Herbert  F.  Ha-^k«dl. 


KN'tiiniiii^^  hy  Am;i>;i  Hasl^clTs,  :i  littl<'  wc.-t  of  hoii^o  wv  pus? 
tilt'  :i|)j)lo  orcliatd,  and  just  hcyonil  wo  not  ice  a  dcci)  jo^^  in  I  lie  wall 
oil  the  north  side  ami  a  i)air  of  bars  liai-riii;:;  the  cnlraiu'C  to  a  lane. 
'I'his  is  the  l)e;4,innin;;-  cf  an  old  road.  Here  we  must  dismount  and 
'Toot,  it."  Not  far  t'roni  the  cntranre,  on  iho  cast  side  of  the  ohl  load, 
stood  the  dwellin;^  of  l^phiaini  Uacon.  Ih;  purchased  tlie  place  from 
Thomas  Tool;  and  wife  of  rni(m,  I.ul;e  I  pham  of  Kiliin<;ly,  and  I'llx'u- 
e/er  and 'riiomas  Sahiii  of  Tomfrcit,  in  ITd').  rrohal)ly  a  newer  house 
was  built  on  the  site,  which  was  taken  down  and  re-erect I'd  near  the 
house  of  the  late  Joseph  M  Ohiey  on  ("iiarlton  lload.  \earby  is  \\\o 
cellar  of  another  dwelling-  owneil  by  another  liacon,  jxuhai^s  a  son  of 
I'^phraim.  Also  somewliere  in  this  re;^ion  lived  iienjamin  Stoddart 
and  lO/ekiel  Hrowii,  just  wIumc  I  am  unal)lt,'  to  asce'-tain.  'I'hese 
r»acon  and  llasUell  laians  were  in  '\Middles(;x  (iore." 

Xow  we  will  walk  nort liwesterly  alon;;'  the  old  r<»ad.  Much  (d~  the 
way  all  trace  of  it  has  vanished  When  abdiit  opposite  and  iiorlii 
from  Silas  li.  Morse's  we  come  upon  the  ruins  of  a  lari^e  old-fasliioned 
chimiu'y.  Here  Asa  Mois(!  (irst  settled  and  started  a  home,  but  t he 
land  was  so  |)oor  he  ;jjot  discourai;cd,  disposed  of  the  plac  to  one  of 
the  IJacons  and  went  out  of  town  f(u- a  short  lime,  but  returncil  and 
settled  on  I.cl)anon  Hill.  Xow  we  wilt  stc(.'r  our  couis(!  almost- 
straight  for  Sandersdale  After  travellini;  al)out  a  t  bird  of  the  way 
we  aj>proach  an  old  apple  orchard.  ller(i  we  lind  a  cellai'  wheie 
lived  a  Mr.  May.  ()tis  Ammid<'wn,  son  (d' dolni,  married  a  May,  and 
Otis  Ammidown,  2ni),  was  Ikm  m  Iwia^.  About-  a  (piarter  (d'  a  niih^ 
north  from  this  place,  in  a  lot  whi^-h  Mr.  IIu;;iies  recently  bouj^ht  and 
cleared  (d'  wood,  is  the  cellai-  <d  a  lai;j;e  barn  in  which  .I(din  .\mmi- 
<lown  ustid  to  winH'r  a  part  <d'  his  youui;-  stock.  The  next  lot  norih- 
east  from  the  baiii  is  the  -'Sewall  lot.'"  'I'his  Sanuud  Sewall  of 
r>rookline,  was  conn<'c>ed  with  (he  Uaidv  in  lioslon  and  loaned  money 
on  moi-tiraj^(i.  Stunelimes  for(Hdo'-:ure  was  n(!cessary,  and  so  Mr. 
Sewall  came  into  possession  of  this  lot.  and  d(M'ded  it  to  ('(d.  Thomas 
Cheney.  .\f(eiwards  it  was  sold  to  ,lohn  Ammidown.  A  deed  of 
177rt,  Irom  Caleb  Sniilli,  blacd-ismit h,  to  Josiah  Conant,  sta Cs  that 
Samiud  Sewall  of  lii-ooklim,'  h(dd  a  mort^a;;<!  on  ;i  ;jiistmill  nnd  saw- 
mill on  '''I'rout  brook,"  near  where  Mr.  Hutches  now  lives,  (,'ontinu- 
in<i:  alon<»;  the  old  road  until  we  reach  a  point  on  the  hill  just  oj>i)osite 
and  souih  from  the  Lewis  Anunidow  ii  lioiise,  we  find  a  sm.ill  dej)res- 
sion  and  some  remains  (d"  a  foundation  wall.  Here  was  tli(»  Iti^r 
schooibouse  in  whicli  I .e w is  A mmido wn  went  to  school .  Thei'e  was 
H  bijj;  lii'eplace  at  one  end  (d  the  scho(droom  and  platdi  seats  for  the 
x'holars,  I  have  the  blaid;  book  in  which  my  ;^rand fatiu'r  copied  his 
exampl(\s  w  ill,  their  solution  in  this  (dd  lo;^,-  schoolhouse.     I>ea.  Mai- 


r. 


■2  s 

•vii)  Cheney  kept  llic  l;ist  teiin  «»1  soliool  in  it.  ;intl  ilic  lii-t  tciin  in  ilic 
new  one  which  was  built  on  llie  south  sido  ot  tht^  load  a  lew  rod? 
west  of  the  Lewis  Annnidown  liarn.  'I'liis  -clioolliousi',  l)uilt  al>out 
1823,  was  demolished  after  the  erect  ion  of  a  new  one  on  I  he  siif  of 
the  present  Aniniidown  school  ncnr  Sandcrsdale.  Some  now  living 
can  remember  tlie  wonderful  revival  in  that  schoolhouse,  ami  the 
evenings  when  I'eacon  Cheney  led  the  meetings,  the  house  beini; 
li*;hted  with  candles.  In  the  winter  there  were  oflcn  many  bi;^^  boys 
and  sometimes  tlie  sclH)oi  was  haid  to  mana;j;e.  It  was  hcic  that 
James  Jennison  threw  a  bi<^  chij»  at  anothei-  boy  during  icccss.  The 
chip  missed  the  mark,  but  didn't  miss  tin;  iloor.  After  recess  -lames 
was  sternl}'  interro«:;ated  :  "Why  did  you  thiow  that  rhipV  "He- 
cause  a  l)oy  threw  it  at  me  and  1  ihiew  il  i)aeK',  but  1  missed  him  and 
hit  the  door.""  "Diiln't  you  know  il  was  wioni;'  to  render  e\il  for 
evilV"    "1  didn't,  sii-;  I  only  rendered  chip  foi'  chip." 

Now  the  old  road  that  Wf  liave  followed  comes  dut  into  the  dii\(!- 
way  of  the  new  schoolbouse,  ciosses  the  road  at  a  .-harp  an;;le  to  the 
larj.(e  pine  and  in  the  wall,  thence  ddwn  to  the  river  near  the  end 
of  the  boundary  wall  between  the  Sandcrsdale  propeity  and  (lie 
Ammidown  farm.  ileie  we  liinl  remains  of  the  al)Utments  of  ibe  <dil 
bridge.  Mrs.  K.  11.  ('(de  i-ememliers  eiossini;  the  river  on  I  he  old 
stringers  on  her  way  to  atid  fidm  school,  l-'t om  t he  bridge  the  (dd 
I'oad  curved  ar(Uind  to  the  l.ovtdl  INitney  jdaec  now  occupied  by  thi' 
(ieer  family,  on  the  road  fiom  the  "IJed  bridire'~  to  J)udley.  Tins  is 
the  homestead  of  one  of  oui*  oldest  settlers  Here  llenjamin  Sat>in  of 
IJehobolh,  one  (d  the  Ihiguenols.  purtdia>ed  ot  lion  W  in.  I)udte\'  "Jb'.t 
acres  in  1730  In  17.S2  he  sold  132  acres  to  his  bi-oiber  l\ben<'/er,  who 
again  sold  the  same,  to  his  son  Joseidi  in  17;{3.  Joseph  S;d»in  lived  on 
the  site  of  the'  Lovell  Tutney  house.  His  HaughUn-,  Hannah  Sabin, 
niarried  Caleb  .Vmmidown  of  ("harlton  ami  as  l  be  mot  her  of  Joiin, 
Lutlier  ami  ('alvin  Ammidown.  The  rulne\s  ovsned  the  place  for 
several  generations.  Lovrll  Tutncy  built  tin;  upright  [i;iri,  adding  the 
old  house,  which  must  be  u[)wards  (d  1(H)  years  old,  as  an  L. 

From  In  re  tlie  <dd  roail  followed  the  present  road  uj*  to  the  lour 
coiaiers  !iear  Dwight  \'inton"s  then  noith  around  by  thc(iirou^'  [dace, 
recently  bnined,  aiid  jjerhaps  bettei'  known  as  the  ("larkeor  .\llard 
place.  It  was  here  that  Mrs.  Amasa  Allard  was  found  banging  from 
a  nail  in  the  cellar-way.  N'erdict  suicide;  l)ut  the  neigblxns  thought 
sh<'  must  have  had  "assistance""  in  adjusting  the  rope.  From  heie 
th(i  I'oad  went  <mi  to  the  Iloldridge  .Vmmidown  farm  on  the  hill  east 
of  Mr  Hughes,  thence  southwest  down  the  hill  to  the  loid  heading 
north  from  the  "lied  bridge."" 
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r.y  tlii-  time  <iui-  ro.icli  rdiiic  around  ))}•  the  road  and  i>i  I'cady 
t"i'  >i<  at  the  loot  ol  llic  hill  ill  A-lilaiid  -now  Saiidcr.^dalc  'Vhv  first 
piai'c  on  tli«'  iioi-ili  .<i(l('  1-  I  lie  Adolpliu.-  Aiiimidow  ii  hou.^c.  This 
\illau(>  was  llic  honic.Mead  taini  ol  (  ol.  Thomas  <  hciicy.  hiii  al'ter- 
wanl-  cMinc  iiilo  |.o--i'v>i,,ii  t,[  .\ nunidowii,  who  died  in  1S14. 

His  lar;;i'  c-Iaic  \\a-  divided  anioni;-  his  six  sons,  this  portion  of  it 
railing-  to  AdolpluH.  The  liou-r  near  the  hottoin  of  the  liill  prohahl}' 
dales  from  about  that  time.  Adolplms  l)uilt  the  lii-st  dam  across 
Lebanon  biook  heie  and  creeled  a  >a\\  iinll.  I  i-emendier  an  old  saw- 
mill at  lh(.'  south  end  of  the  printworks  dam,  (»perated  by  Charh'S 
Lamb,  'i'lie  ]i(.u>e  on  the  -Mulh  <ide  opposite  Adolphus  Anm)ido\\ir.s 
was  oeeupieil,  aeeoidini;  to  a  map  of  ls;{(),  by  a  Mr.  K'eynolds,  Later, 
>LaiNin  '  heiiey  Icept  house  in  it,  and  in  Ls;{7  (  liarles  K.  Cady  eamc 
liere.  It  \\a.-  dui  iiui'  his  oeeupaiic)'  of  the  [)!aec'  that  11.  (  .  ("ady  was 
born  in  thi<  old  liou-e.  'I'lie  sann-  map  leeoi-ds  a  Mr.  Simi)Soii  as 
li\  in:^  in  the  liou.-(;  liai'k  of  the  < 'ady  home;  Otis  Ammidown  livetl 
thei-e  atteiw  ai-d<.  'i'he  brick  te)iement  by  tlu'  brook  was  Mr.  ( 'ady's 
sliop.  'I'lie  old  t  rip-lianmier  shop  was  erected  by  I  )avid  and  Krastus 
i;olles,  from  Wood-lock',  al)out  ISL")  oi-  hSKk  Mi-.  Cad}'  const  I'uctcd 
the  brii-k  <hop  in  hs  hi,  W  lieii  .hime.s  Sanders  b(m<;ht  the  jdacc  in 
it  was  owned  by  Jonas  .^L  IW-an,  who  llien  Lived  in  the  Cady  liouse. 
There  was  a  dam  ba'-k  of  the  shop,  and  another  \vith  ruins  of  a  shoj)  a 
Little  farther  up  the  i)rook.  'I'his  hdtei'  was  used  by  Dea.  ^Lii'viii 
Cheney  lor  tlie  ma nufactui  t' of  pi.~l (ds.  IL  C.  Cady  remembers  climb- 
im;  over  the  beams  and  timbers  when  he  w;;-  a  boy.  The  writer 
recollects  it  as  an  uncanii}-  loolciiii;-  jdace,  with  tlie  Moor  mostly  ^one 
and  the  yawnin;;-  w  h<'(d  pit  al  I  open,  a  bad  pkace  for  a  b(tys'  phi)  house. 

I)uriii;^  the  civil  \var  Ashland  was  nicknamed  '-Island  No.  10." 
The  lii-t  loll--  tenement  house  next  to  th(!  brid^'e  ha,d  at  (Uie  time, 
wlien  the  mills  w<'re  riinnin;;',  a  population  of  L2()  persons.  \\'here 
the  I  Hint  W(ul.-  stand,  Laikiii  .Vmmidow  n  erected  a  cotton  mill  in  ISI};"). 
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Stephen  1'.  and  Moses  E.  Irwin  wei-e  ojieratini;'  il  when  it  hurned 
in  1840. 

\Vliere  Tliunius  Siiiulers  now  lives  stood  the  house  (d' To!. 'Diomas 
Cheney  who  )jou<;-hl.  lari^'e  traets  in  tliis  vicinity  about  17:50.  He  was 
a  representative  to  the  Trovineial  ( 'on«;ress  ;U  ( ';tinl»rid,i;e  in  i:;.').  lie 
^■ained  his  olheial  title  undei'  theK)i^lish.  The  well  at  Mr.  Sanders' 
is  tlie  one  dn^-  hy  roloncl  (  In-ney.  I  lunc  not  ascertained  how  loui;- 
the  house,  reinodeUed  by  Mr.  Sandei-s,  has  been  buiU.  S.  !'.  li-win  li\cd 
there  while  opei'atin^-  the  mills,  and  later,  Saiiuud  Worsley.  'I'hc  old 
'••laetory  store"  was  on  the  other  side  (d'  thr  road  neai'ly  op|)o-ite 
'I'houKis  Sanders"  residence.  Moi-e  recent  ly,  and  lor  a  shorl  time  tlieic 
was  a  store  in  the  old  biick'  shop  of  Mr.  ('adw 

Drivin^j,'  alon^-  to  the  foot  of  the  lull,  you  see  a  depression,  in  w  inch 
ar(i  growing-  several  huttcj-nut  trees,  a  little  back  fr(»m  the  load  on  the 
iiortli  side.  An  old  house  stood  there  some  'A~)  years  ai;().  though 
unoeeupied  witliin  my  renieud»rance.  It  was  the  home  o|  ( 'apt.  .losiah 
Kddy.  '-rncle  SSiah"  and  ^^\.unt '< 'indy'"  w  ere  good  old  sonl<.  and 
if  ever  a  schoolboy  or  girl  hurt  a  finger  or  stubbed  a  toe,  n(»lK)dy  could 
do  it  up  (piite  e(pial  to  "Aunt  'Cindy"*.  A>  we  pass  the  scliotdhouse 
driveway  please  notice  the  barway,  choked  w  itli  brush,  a\  here  the  (dd 
r!)ad  to  the  Hacon  district,  already  described,  turned  u|t  the  hill. 
When  nearly  to  the  toi>  of  the  hill  ycni  will  st'c  an  exca\ation  in  the 
bank,  on  the  south  side  of  the  I'oad,  in  ^\•l^K.•h  is  a  spring  of  good 
water.  Just  step  over  the  wall  and  you  will  lind  an  old  c(dlar.  Here 
lived  a  Mr.  Sabin.    I  presume  the  Ikhisc  faced  (Ui  tin-  old  road. 

The  next  place  is  the  Cewis  Aumiidown  farm.  I  ha\e  (d'ten  heaid 
my  grandfather,  Lewis,  tell  <d^  trudging  bar(doot  l)ehind  the  ^'vm]  (d' 
gooils  when  his  fath<'i-  came  there  in  17*.)<i,  the  year  the  house  was 
built,  dohn  Annuidown  ])ought  the  place  ol  I'disha  Sabin.  Apr.  -I, 
ITSO.  ^Ir.  Sabin  li\'e(l  in  a  very  old  hou>e  a  few  li'ct  iVom  the  tiorth 
side  of  tlie  well.  Tin.'  frame  of  the  corjd»arn  lu'ar  the  old  liouse<pot 
was  that  of  the  Sabin  barn  and  nmst  be  scry  ancient — proliably  ante- 
dates the  I'evolution.  'idiis  !%lisha  Sabin  -erved  in  the  I'reiich  war. 
The  house  of  dohn  Ammidown,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Hiissettc.  was 
built  after  a  style  similai'  to  the  Col.  .Moses  Marc}-  house.  It  is  large 
and  roomy,  with  immense  brick  chimney  and  large  lireplaces— three 
abo\'e  and  tlu'ee  below.  The  foundation  loi-  the  i-himney  is  ^\■alled 
with  stone  to  a  level  with  the  lloor.  In  the  kitcben  is  the  large  brick 
oven  with  receptacle  for  ashes  underneath.  The  house  is  btnll  ol  hew  n 
oak  tind)er,  enough  to  build  a  do/.eii  modern  dwellings.  1  ienuMulier 
one  of  the  erossbeauis  in  the  attic  falling  to  the  lloor  in  the  nnddle  (d' 
the  night,  jtirring  the  liouse  like  an  earthijuake.  The  -ddrt'd  man'" 
slept  in  a  little  loom  near  the  <t.iirway.     In  the  morning  I  was  sent 


up  attic  to  sec  if  ;iiiy  daiiin^c  li;ui  ht'i-ii  tl(»iu\  and  foiuul  tiic  )>l:ul»'  (»t' 
the  ''hii'cd  inaifs"  l\iiit('  shirk  halt  way  I  lirt)U;j,!i  the  at  tic  dooi- onci' 
the  latch.  l^<'i;>  <>t  siu-h  si/c  were  loHcd  iiit(»  the  old  kilcdit-n  liicidarc 
that  tlic  ohihh-cn  used  <»iie  i-iid  u[  the  h>,i;'  lor  a  sea!  whih'a  rousing; 
lire  was  Ida/ini;-  at  the  other  end.  'I'lie  coals  \\('re  i-oM-red  with  aslies 
lo  keep  tlie  lire  o\'er  ui^hl.  1  ha\('  heard  my  mother  tell  of  heiu^- 
sent  down  to  the  next  house  t<»  hoi  iow  souu'  coals  from  ••Auut  Sallie" 
\\\\\\  which  to  start,  the  morning  lire.  The  papei-  lor  Iront  hall  and 
])arl(t!"  was  imj)orted  trom  lOn^land.  W  hen  the  >]nj)  came  in  some  one 
was  sent  to  Providence  to  _i;-et  the  paper.  That  on  the  parhu"  was 
adorned  with  ^reen  angels  halanced  on  one  toot  upon  red  pedestals, 
the  latter  heim;'  joined  with  I'e^toons.  Tliis  paper  remained  untouched 
t(U'  100  years.  The  chair-monldin^s.  cornei--post s,  and  Irie/e  were 
l»ainted  a  lii;hf  (.'oior  clouded  with  hliu'.  ( )\ I'r  i  he  car\ fd  mantle  was 
a  paintim;'  (d  a  country  \illai:,-e  scene.  'i'his  ])aintinij,'  has  Iteen 
rein»\  ated  and  is  in  i;-ood  ])reser\ at  ion  and  W(dl  worth  a  \  isii.  'I'iie 
lloor  (d'  the  sjiar*'  i-iiand)er  ami  front  stairs  w  as  stencilled  all  o\cr  w  iih 
a  small  I)lack  li,i;iire.  Tliei'e  W(M'e  lar^'e  hooks  in  t  he  kit  chen  ceilint;" 
on  whicii  to  lay  loni;'  j»o!es  tor  ilryini;-  pumpkins  and  apples.  Tliere 
were  other  hooks  lor  curinu'  dried  heet.  I  lams  w<'re  snmked  in  the 
hrick  o\'en,  a  smudge  (d'  corncoI»s  or  walnut  chips  heinij,'  made  lor  the 
})urpose.  r>ut  how  the  w  ind  did  whistle  t  hroui;h  t  he  cracks  in  wilder  I 
I  rememher.  on<'  nioi'nini;',  lindini;'  th<-  water  in  the  teakettle  on  the 
kitchen  stove  tro/en  solid.  When  the  hou^e  was  huilt  a  cahinet 
maker  \vorked  most  ot  the  winter  in  tlie  house  makinij  the  turniture. 

Lite  on  tlie  <dd  farm  had  its  trials  as  well  as  its  pleasures.  Tramps 
were  tlu-n,  as  no\, ,  a  tei  ior  to  women  and  children,  dust,  imagine  a 
small  hoy  on  the  haymow  in  early  miu  idnii,'  with  a  hi^,'  mouml  ot  hay 
stiddenly  risini;-  ri^■ht  up  in  ti-ont  ot  him  I  Mrs.  Lewis  Amnndown, 
like  many  ot  the  tarmer's  wi\'es  in  those  days,  was  a  woman  ot 
c(»ura^e.  in  tlie  early  tkiys  ot  her  married  lite,  hein<^  alone  in  the 
liouse,  a  tramp  called  tor  tood.  The  tahle  was  set  tor  supper.  Slie 
*;"ave  the  man  some  hisi-uit  just  halted.  He  drew  a  chair  io  the  talde. 
She  said,  '"I  can't  allow  you  to  eat  at  the  talde."  lie  re[)]it'd,  'T  w  ill." 
'I'he  youn;^,'  wite  swuni;'  an  oak  chair  oxer  her  head  and  char_  'ed  on  tlie 
enemy  sayinii',  ''I'll  see  it  you  w  ill.""  'i'he  enemy  retreated  hackwards 
to  the  doo)-.  Lansing-  at  a  sate  distance  lie  made  a  w  ry  tace  and  ex- 
(.daimed,  '■•\  ()U  little  old  youni;'  woman,  you,  with  your  ii;lasses  on  I"' 
When  a  small  hoy,  one  (wcnini;'  there  came  a  knock  at  tlie  trout 
door,  (irandtather  cautiously  opedied  it  and  asked,  'A\'hat"s  wanted':'"" 
One  ot  the  thre<'  men  replied,  ''Some  pie."  '"Well,  you  can't  i;"el  pie 
liere."  '-We'll  sfe  it  we  can't  :"  and  In-  stuck  the  toe  (d'  his  l)oot  under 
the  door.    ( Irandtatiier  wei;.;hed  over  200  p(»unds.    lii-acin,i;-  his  teet 
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;ii;'aiiist  (Ik'  wiill  he,  >rt  his  hack  aij,aiiist  the  thn>!-  mul  had  IIk'  man  la,-t 
hy  his  Locs.  Mothci-  itouiiiled  liis  loo  w  iili  ihr  l»r<)(.ii!-haii(llc  till  thry 
wvve  t'orcM'd  Ifdiu  under  tlic  dodi-.  Mcanw  hilr  a  lady  \  i--il<>i-  (diinlicd 
tlio  stairs  to  llic  hall  window  with  the  Icakcltlc  Hut  hciv  tin* 
episode  elosed. 

I  also  icniendier  a  small  hoy  eliudiini;,  to  the  nearly  empty  scallold 
over  th<'  ox-stahle  I'or  liay.  On  reerossinn'  the  idaid<<,  which  were 
loose,  one  slip|ied  trom  the  hcam,  and  the  liea\'y  L*-inch  plaidc,  i)oy 
ami  all.  landed  sijuare  on  the  hack  <d  one  of  the  ox^-n.  The  hoy 
rolled  oil"  to  the  lloor  in  the  rear  and  made  tor  the  house  in  a  hurry,  a 
sorry  looUinn'  ohject.  But  hy  thi>  tinu-  y»ni  arc  ready  to  start 
on  aii'ain. 

The  next  place  is  the  I'dltrid^c  Aunuidowii  larm.  lie  was  horn  here 
in  1813,  his  lather  having'  mo\ed  here  from  the  house  on  the  old  road 
hel'ore  nu'Utioned.  .John  Annuidown  houi;]it  the  tarni  ot  (;ide<m 
Sai)in  in  171)3.  I  hardly  think  the  proent  huildini^-  is  the  Sahin  hou<e. 
iiut  do  not  ]<no\v  when  it  was  huilt.  The  harn  stood  on  the  north 
side  ot  the  road  hut  was  sold  and  taken  away. 

Crossin*;'  the  hrook  and  mount  ini;-  the  short  hill  \\'e  ce>me  to 
another  tarmhouse  where  l*]/ra  A.  rutney  li\ed  tor  many  years. 
Since  then,  Christopher  N'inton,  (ieori;'e  \\'hilehouse.  ( 'hrist(ipher 
Ahhott,  and  others  ha\'e  oceui)ied  it.  The  hou-e  \vas  huilt  iiy  j>eonard 
Cheney — lather  oi'  the  late  I.eonard  Cheney  ol  (ilohe  \  illai:-e.  l)ri\- 
in«i;  along  we  approach  the  watering-trougli.  Here,  just  o\cr  the  wall 
on  the  south  side,  was  the  dwelling  ot  IJenjamin  ('otterell. 

High  on  the  hank,  o\erloo]Jng  the  (^)uine!)aug  valley,  stands  the 
large  tarndiouse  ot  \V.  H.  11.  (  lieney.  It  is  a  pleasant  spot.  Hei-e 
Col.  Thomas  (  heney  |)urchased  (d  !)a\id  S(»uthwiek,  one  the 
original  settlers  ot  Otidley,  in  \7:V.).  At  the  tir-^t  town  meeting  in 
Dudley,  June  20,  17:^2,  David  Sout  h  w  ick  wa>  elei-t  ed  hog  ree\ c.  'I'he 
Southwicl;  house  stood  at  the  tool  ot  the  liill  near  the  railroad,  the 
cellar  having  heen  tilled  within  a  tew  years.  The  tranu'  ol  the  harn  was 
used  in  the  .Manstield  harn.  No  warranty  deed  ot  this  place  ha--  heen 
given  since  17;51>,  hut  the  estate  has  heen  handed  down  in  the  lanul\-. 
The  old  lujuse  was  torn  down  in  IS  If)  w  hcji  the  main  part  *  1'  the 
l)resent  structui-e  was  erected.  The  L  was  huilt  in  isio.  William 
Henry  Harrison  Cheney  was  horn  in  it  .March  i.  ISII.  the  day  I're-i- 
(lent  Harrison  \\as  ijiaugurated. 

The  house  on  the  ^laiistleld  place,  next  Ixdow,  \\as  huilt  l)y  (  harles 
T'lieney.  Driving  u^)  the  long  liill  south  id  the  Dea.  Marvin  ('heney 
place  we  arrive  at  the  Liherty  A.  Lyon  tarm.  Hiram  Cheney  erected 
the  house  and  atterward  xdd  to  i.'alph  Lyon.  A  little  tarther,  on  the 
north  side  (d  lli,'  road  is  the  (i.  N'ernard  Allard  place,  hegun  l»y  Len- 
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jamiii  Stone.  At'l<'r  a  \\liil<'  il  came  iiiN*  possession  ol  ('alel),  son  ol' 
.lolin  Annnidow  ii.  All  llie  l.-um-  w  lia\c  |)as>c(l  sinee  \\r  Idt  the 
Lew  is  Ainmidttw  II  jtlaee  were  annexed  to  Sont hlu  id^e  liy  a  -jteeial  aet 
<d'  the  h'^^islature  in  \X'l-2. 

We  will  now  retnrn  tt»  Sandei'sdale,  or  Ashlanth  and  i-rossin^'  tlie 
<dd  "'IJed  hiiil!i,'e,"  turn  n<»rt!i  ii])  ■■'I'ront  ])rool^.'"  The  hrid^c  was 
luiiU  in  lS2>s.  and  fell  in  \X~y>  at  whieli  time  the  jirescnt  stiuetnre  was 
t  rained.  llet'ori-  reaeliinu'  Mi  .  j  lopw ood's  wt;  tind  a  eai  t  road  h-adiiit;- 
aei-(»>s  tlie  hro(d-:  out  into  tiie  lot  to  w  here  stands  Mr.  I  )a vis"  house, 
whieli  was  the  dwelling;'  of  Lyman  X'inton.  A  little  larlher  hac-k  was 
anothei'  in  whieh  li\<Ml  a  Mr.  liiee.  The  \  inton  house  niusr,  ha\e 
<'\i<ted  a  century  or  more.  Passing;-  the  Ilopwood  place,  the  next  is 
that  (d  Mr.  IIui;hes.  Now  we  are  in  •^\mmidowii  (  ity,"  in  what  was 
«dd  Charlton.  Some  etVort  w  as  made  to  make  this  1  he  cent  re  (d'  the 
low  II.  Near  the  old  hridue  oNcr  tlie  dam  stood  the  u'listmill.  Mrs. 
( 'olc  rememhers  heini;'  put  on  llu'  l)ack  ol'the  old  h(»rse  Ix'twecii  two 
ha^'s  ot  ;i,rain  and  sent  down  to  the  mill  with  a  note  to  the  miller  to 
;;rind  the  _u;rist  and  see  her  salt  1\  started  lor  home.  She  was  tlien 
li\e  (>v  six  Aears  ol'  ai^e.  liclow  the  i;ri<tmilk  \\here  is  still  t(»  he  seen 
a  sort  ol  wharf,  was  the  distillery.  A  pai  I  <d  the  house  now  ociaipied 
hy  Mr.  llni;h<'s  was  used  as  a  stcwe.  'J'liis  is  known  a-  tlie  OTiNcr 
.Vnnnidown  plaee,  hut  ILddiidL;,*,'  Aininidown  he;i,an  keei»iiin-  hou>e  in 
it,  while  Oliver  he^aii  at  what  is  known  as  the  litddriduc  .\imnidowii 
place  ui)  on  th<'  hill.  A  1 1 er  a  t ime  t  hey  exchaii^-ed  )) laces  ;  hut  Lucius 
11.  Ammidown  and  Mrs.  Adtdia  A.  (  ole  were  Ixirn  in  the  honst'  where 
Ml-,  llu-hes  liow  lives.  Moiv  recently.  Mi-,  ihdmes,  t'alher  of  Mi>. 
Luther  1).  (  lemencc,  lived  here.  In  Iroiit  oT  the  house,  toward  the 
road,  was  an  older  (uie,  the  home  ol  "■('nele*'  I)aniel  Sahin.  The  next 
house  is  that  ol  Alexander  l>ean  and  Mr.  ('rover,  w  ho  coiiNcrl  ed  the 
(dd  ^ristmiil  into  a  hattiiii;-  mill.  There  was  also  in  more  recent  times 
a  spoke  shop  in  the  \  icinil  y.  Samiud  Sewall  ladd  a  inortii;aue  on  a 
gristmill  and  sawmill  on  ihis  hrook,  as  already  mentioned.  The 
house  ol'  Mr.  ilnulies  is  uiujuest ionahly  over  !H)  years  of  a^'e.  and  was 
erected  hy  Luther  Ammidown. 

.N<!W  let  us  take  the  road  leadinu'  up  th(^  hill  j)ast  the  ('ro\-er  house 
to  the  Whiting-  or  iloldridi^e  .\mmidown  pku-e.  We  lind  that  I'hilip 
Ammidown  settled  on  the  hill  in  the  west  part  o|'  Oxlord,  that  liein^- 
included  in  the  territory  incorp<u-ated  as  the  town  of  (  harllon  in  17')  I, 
and  set  olV  to  Sout  hhrid^'c  in  L^IC.  This  Philip  purchased  here  (d' 
Joseph  Sahin  and  Joseph  Putney,  two  of  the  lirst  settlers  of  Dudley, 
in  17(10,  and  the  deeds  were  witnessed  Ixdorei'ol.  Mose>  Marcy.  'Idds 
\Nas  a  part  (tl  the  land  (d)tained  hy  i>en)amin  Sahin  from  Hon.  \\  iHiam 
l>udle\-  in  17. {O.     Here  in  the  ancient  house  hel'ore  ns  ahode  Luther. 


.-•oil  (»f  (!;ile))  Aininidown  of  (  liaiit on,  and  Ikmc  were  boiii  Caiilaiii 
I.utlier  and  Nancy.  Alter  the  death  nl  tlieir  niotlu'i-,  an  elderly  laily 
AViis  enga^X'd  as  li()useke('])er.  One  day  Hannah  llovey.  attei  wards 
tlie  second  wife  of  .Mr.  Annnidown,  called  at,  tlie  house  and  found  the 
children  in  lii<>-]i  *;'lee,  liavinii'  sueeeethMl  in  fa-lenini;'  the  »»ld  lady 
down  ctdhir.  Captain  laither  was  hoi'u  in  1 7U;{,  so  t lie  liouse  ante(iat  es 
that  period.  Here  also  were  Ixuai  lloldridi^c,  ()li\-er.  Holmes  and 
Hannah  (who  hecanie  rhe  wife  of  W  illiauk  lieecher).  >Vhen  Mr,  Ani- 
niidowii  was  u1»ouf  to  huild  he  saiil  tliis  verse  Isept  running-  llirou;^h 
his  mind  : 

''Take  lieedl  huild  not  your  house  1(h»  hi;^h, 
Jim  alway  s  keep  hefore  your  eye 
'I'he  thought  that  yoti  was  l)orn  to  die." 
And  so  he  raised  his  house  only  a  siory  and  a  half  instead  of  two 
stories,  as  many  of  the  ^\ell-to-d(y  fai-mers  were  doin<;-  at  that  time. 

Ahout  half  a  mile  northeast  of  ihi>  place,  in  what  was  known  as  the 
'•'Joe  lot,"'  was  a  cellar,  prohal>ly  the  spot  where  I'hilip  Ammidown, 
son  of  IMiili])  of  Heliohotli,  first  settled  ahotit  1700.  John  Annnidown 
lived  on  the  hill  till  lie  houj^-ht  at  the  Lewis  Annnidown  |)lace. 

Descending  from  the  hill,  we  will  cross  the  old  rit-kety  hridge  (tver 
tlie  dam,  and  follow  the  rouij;h  road  out  to  an  old  house  in  wliich 
Theodore  Frost  once  lived.  This  was  tlie  home  of  old  Harney  Saliin 
win)  used  to  itinerate  IVom  house  to  house  mendini!;  shoes.  The  South- 
hridge  and  Charlton  houndary  line  crosses  the  doorstep.  Ha\ing 
completed  the  c-ensus  of  this  re;;-ion  let  us  ix'turn  to  centre  \  illai;'e. 

Our  next  excursion  is  from  coi'ner  of  llainilton  and  Main  Streets 
and  extentls  alon*:,"  the  old  (  harltoii  and  '-(iult  woods"'  i-oads.  \\c 
hej^-in  in  New  Medtield,  afterwards  St  urhrid<i-e.  '['he  Cniversalists 
purchased  the  lot  on  which  tlu  ir  church  stands  ol  Mii'hatd  O.  llyan 
in  1811  and  erected  the  house  ihe  next  year.  The  oii|)osi{e  corner,  on 
M'hich  ^^'hit ford"s  hlock  is  located,  was  an  ojjcn  tiidd  on  which  \'an 
.\.nd»ur<^h's  n»eiiagerie  mat^net i/.ed  the  small  hoys  of  that  jieriod.  In 
course  of  time  Dr.  Snnth  huilt  a  house  Ix're  ^\■hich  was  moved  to  the 
corner  of  I  )resser  and  ( 'hapin  St  reets  and  is  now  owned  by  A.  ^\ .  ( )lds. 

The  house  on  the  east  side,  purchased  from  the  First  Haptist  Society 
hy  the  late  .1.  D.  Ulanehard,  was  the  jyarsona^'e  (hirini;'  the  jsasroi-ates 
of  IJev.  S.  S.  I'arker,  Kev.  lleniy  II.  Khees  and  i;e\.  A.(;.  I'pl.a;!!. 
During  the  i)astorate  of  IJev.  <i.  I']asterl)rook  the  socu-i y  sold  it  and 
bought  the  Ii'win  house  on  Park  Street.  The  brick  house  on  the  w  t'st 
side,  bidonging  1(»  the  .lohn  <  'onuns  estate,  w  as  erected  l)y  .lohn  I'nder- 
wood,  blacksmith.  The  Haggert\'  estate  was  owned  by  (  'a[)t.  ('alvin 
('lenience.  Here  was  locateil  tin;  ohl  sclioolhouse  as  noted  on  the  map 
of  lSl-_>.  and  In  re  at  one  time  .It^lediah  Matey  went  to  school.     The  L 


of  llic  1 ! :ii;"i4('rt y  liouse  (•(iiitnin-  llic  li'iiiiic  ol  the  (  It'iiiciict'  liousf. 
1  laiuiltdii  Street  iifopei'l y  lieu'ms  at  llie  eoriiei-  ot  lloo];  Micct  and 
was  ii»it  laid  out  until  1S17.  Some  w  lio'e  iicaf  tlii-  jtoint  \s  e  ei'()->  the 
old  (  liafllon  line. 

Al  the  eoi-ner  of  Jlook  and  Hamilton  Streets  is  the  dwrllinu-  of 
Alhert  1^.  \'int<tn.  This  \\a^  the  home  ot  Lemuel  l)uidiar  and  was 
huilt  hy  ('aplain  <  Icnii'iiee  o\ei-  7(1  y<'ars  au'o.  Here  Andrt.'W  W. 
."\hirey  and  Mrs.  Lawsoii.  mother  of  .Mrs.  ( D.  K'o«'.  ;itt('nde«l  a 
private  school  kept  hy  Mr>.  l)uid)ar.  Lemutd  hunhar  \\a>  noted  tor 
his  \\(Uiderful  stories.  ()iie  was  ahout  his  heinu' c-auL;ht  on  I  he  oilier 
side  (d'  1  he  i'i\-er  \>y  a  >udden  I  res) id  .  l>eini;-  unahle  to  i)r«>i-ui  e  a  hoal . 
he  horrow-ed  a  hu.^hel  hasket.  i;-ot  into  it.  took  liold  <d  the  handles, 
ami  carried  liinis(df  safcdy  o\cr  the  ri\-ej".  Aliout  on  the  site  (d  Dr.  l'\ 
\\ .  I'Mwards"  ham  A\a>  lot-ated  the  eelehrated  •T>nnhar  u(d(l  mine."' 
1  helie\('  it  produced  nothini;-  nnu'o  \alualde  lhan  a  litlh'inica.  'i'lie 
last  house  on  Ihxd;  Street,  iMdorc  we  reach  tlie  hm:;-  lenement  Idock 
iiy  the  lailioad.  wa^  the  N\(iodshed  t(»  the  (  (dumhian  huildin-j,-,  and 
stood  on  the  >it<'  of  the  \  .  M .  < '.  A.  Annex. 

The  road  to  the  old  'ow  -Tai  1"  taetory  was  aei'oss  I)r<'s<er\s  hay 
scales,  and  through  the  i-oal  yard.  At  the  head  ^atcs  to  the  Central 
.Mills  was  the  stone-arch  •  A\'a>hin^ton  hrid^■e.'■  (»n  the  west  side  of 
the  I'oad  aci'oss  the  hay  scales  sti)od  a  house,  two-story  front  and  one- 
story  hack,  in  w  hich  lived  l-jlward  iiaylies.  l^irt  her  alon^^  on  the 
same  side.  wa<  an  old  red  house,  endwise  to  the  roail.  occu)iiod  h\-  a 
Mr.  llcyindds.  and  latd-  hy  Michael  Uoach.  '  dntinuiini'  on  the  ^alne 
ri)ad  to  near  the  hulklu^ad  to  the  ( '(nil  ral  Mills.Mx'ar  I  he  hi  idi;e — the 
ahutmeiits  of  which  can  >till  he  -eeii — on  the  east  siiU-  (d  the  road 
stood  the  old  'o w-Tai  1 fat'tory  w  hich  \\  as  hurned  in  1S'J4.  Here 
.lohn  (iray  hei;"an  the  clothier  husine<s  in  171)0,  f(dlowed  hy  Zehina 
Al>hotL  and  l)ea.  (ieor,i;-e  Sumner.  .\hout  1S-J7  thi<  jiroptuty.  (Ui  hoth 
sides  (d  the  ris  er,  came  into  [xissession  of  Dea.  l'di>ha  ( 'ole.  w  ho  sidd 
a  part  of  it  t(»  Il(»>  al  Smit  h. 

N(»w  we  will  cr(»ss  the  •AN'a-hinuton  hrid^c"  which  co-^t  slOOO.  in 
the  sprini;'  frohet  of  the  "hii;-  dam"'  at  the  (ilohe  ;^a\e  way 

carrying;'  desti'uctioii  in  the  i)ath  of  the  thuid.  A  t  W(»-st(.iy  niacldne 
>hoi>  of  the  \\ Olcott  Woolen  .Manufactui-iiiu-  Co..  -10  feet  in  lenL;lh, 
came  tloatin;;-  down  the  <j)uinehaui:-.  pa--ini;'  oNcr  two  dams.  In  its 
pluiiuc  o\er  Maix-y's  d.wn  it  sank  -o  deep  that  the  ualde  went  und<T 
the  hridu'e.  W  heu  it  ro-e  it  lifted  some  id'  the  key  -tone-.  de>t roy im; 
part  tif  the  liridue.  The  r<'-t  fcdl  in  not  hin^  afterwards.  A  teniiior- 
arv  wooden  footlu-idu'e  was  thrown  aci'o--  the  ri\er.  Mo-i  (.f  the 
fallen  >tone  wa-  used  in  the  con-t ruction  (d  the  (  eiitral  Sticei  hrid^■e. 
At  the  northwest  end  ol  the  !M'idL;t'  wa>  Mart-yV-  sa^^■mill.  ttuill 
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al)<)ut  ('ol.  .Moses  Mmix'V  t'iimc  I'lvim  WO" xlst od^  aiul  1m»u;j,1iI  lifie 

of  ('nj)!.  rdcr  I'apilktii  (if  Boston.  A 1 1 cr  scn era  1  piircliax's  lie  owned 
over  100  acres  on  hcjth  sides  ol' the  i'i\  er.  in  <  )x  lord  and  Xew  Medtitdd. 
This  Avas  a  part  of  the  .Iose})h  hudicy  tract.  Idt'i y  aeics  was  ^laided 
liini  })y  the  \ew  .Medtitdd  proisriel ors  it  lie  wonid  Imild  a  ;;ii.>tmiil 
htd'ore  Sept('ni))er,  ]7',U'k  w  liieli  he  ei'ected  a  lill  le  h(dow  liis  sawmill  on 
the  iiortli  side  of  the  ri\er.  His  d\\(dlini4-  was  also  on  the  iioi'th  side 
hetween  tlie  "W'asliinuton  hi'id^'e"  and  1  lie  int erva le.  Xol  loiiii,-  allei-- 
wards  he  moved  inio  his  new  house  opposih'  the  site  of  the  Metli<»dist 
clnu'ch — the  .ledediah  Marc-y  house.  Tlie  date  ol  Itirlh  of  liis  i-hildr<'n 
li\es  tlie  date  ot  the  Marey  house  very  nearly.  l'M\e  \\<'re  horn  in 
\Voodstoek:  Dorothy.  1721.  Martha.  172-1,  dedodiah.  17'jr»,  .Moses. 
17.'{0,  Elijah,  1732.  'Two  were  hoi  ii  in  Oxford,  that  is,  on  i he  noi  t  h 
side  of  the  river:  Piaidenee,  17.'^1.  and  Mary.  17."{(i.  l''our  were  !)orii 
in  Sturhrid^-e  :  !>aiiiel.  U.'iS.  .Martha,  1710.  Miriam,  1710.  and  Mehit- 
ahle,  1711..  This  would  make  the  date  of  his  crossing-  the  river  to  the 
homestead  on  the  hill  sonuMvliere  between  N.'^Oand  17:5s,  though  soine 
place  it  a  little  earlier. 

l''o!lo\vin<^  up  the  i-i\er  wc  tind,  about  opj»osite  the  dei)ot,  remaiirs 
of  tlie  Dresser  mill.  This  cotton  mill  was  e^taldished  in  ISl  I  by  John 
(ireen  niul  ^^'iHiam  Sumnei-.  It  was  enlarged  in  ISHI  by  llar\<'V' 
Dresser,  from  whom  Dress<'r  Hill  in  Southluid^t;  took  its  name.  At 
the  tiiiu'  it  was  destroyed  by  lire  in  1S70  it  was  known  as  Pai;je"s  mill. 
I  jiresume  the  row  of  tenemenis  on  tiie  hill  date  back  to  about  the 
time  ot  erection  of  the  mill.  .Maj.  (ie(U'^e  Sumner,  or  l)eac(»ii  Sum- 
ner, came  liere  in  ISO-J.  but  I  d(»  not  know  ho\v  soon  he  raised  his 
house  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  ov<'rlookinu-  ('entral  Mills.  In  the  (dd 
house  at  n<u-thwest  c(U-ner  of  ('entral  Street  bridi;-e  lived  \\alter 
IJeynolds.  At  the  bend  of  tlie  wall  just  bey<uid  ('entral  brid^'c  there 
used  to  be  an  (dd  barn  b(don;4in^-  to  Jedediah  Marcy.  The  new  ('harl- 
ton  road  was  constiaicted  in  IS;")].  Turnin;;-  down  the  old  Charlton 
]"oad,  the  lirst  of  the  two  little  houses  on  the  ri^ht  was  the  home 
of  Samuel  Kdwards. 

Next,  near  the  driveway  to  ihe  entrance  of  the  (  atludic  cemeteiy 
the  •^yellow''"  or  Sumner  scluxdhouse  was  erected  in  ISIo,  and  ha  Just 
been  moved  to  the  west  side  cd'  the  road,  a  few  rods  farther  on,  and 
made  into  n  dwelling-.  A  little  beyond  the  forks,  on  the  west  side  (d' 
tlie  old  road  is  the  lirick  house  <d'  the  late  LucianAIarcy,  wliere  Uen- 
Jamin  and  David  Walker  lived.  It  was  built  by  the  ^Valkers.  Wliere 
K'u^-^les  jNIoi'se  lived  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  was  the  \\'illa!-d 
Morse,  or  ^Hxter  i)lace.    The  house  looks  very  oM. 

Just  beyond  Henry  \.  \'int(urs  is  the  (dd  house  in  n\  hich  Mr.  ^'in- 
ton  lived  till  In  built,  his  new  residence.    I  think  it  is  100  or  nnue 
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years  of  iij^c.  ( )ii  tlif  oppdsitc  (U  cast  side  ol  the  road  is  tlie  (.H'llar  of 
the  Henry  I  larriiiu'toii  lioiisc,  )ior  lai'  I  rotii  tlic  lioiiu-  of  .lolm  Harring- 
ton. Tliis  l)oin_i;'  tlic  last  lionsc  wiiliin  onr  limits.  \\r  i-ctiirn  to  the 
forks  aiul  take  a  (lri\  e  alon^' t  he  piii  iM-es(iue  ••(inlt"  road,  .lust  hefore 
reaching'  (eihir  s\\ani[)  \\  e  pass  the  l)avid  N'inton  plaee.  I.iherty 
I.itc'lilield's  father  iiad  the  eoidiaet  to  huild  the  upright  jiait  for 
•Majoi'  ("ahiii  AnHnido\\  n  in  The  L  must  lia\-e  hcen  huilt  hy  llie 

Altons  IK)  or  mcu-e  years  a«;-o.  This  liouse  was  the  hiithplaee  of 
( 'hestei- Annnidow  ii  Dresser  in  ISIS. 

{' [)  the  hill  on  the  road  i-uimin^-  noith  from  t)ie  l)a\id  \'inton  plaee 
to  the  Ellis  fai  ni  in  (  liarlton  stood  the  old  I'isUe  iiouse,  w  hei'e  hanitd 
MeKinstry  aften\ards  li\'ed.  The  house  i-;  i;-one  ami  the  harn  xsas 
hroui;"ht  down  to  the  \'int(Ui  plaee  where  if  was  hui'iied  I'eeently. 
lletui-nin^-  nearly  to  the  "(;ulf  wot)ils."  let  us  take  the  iMad  leadini;'  to 
1  )resser  1 1  ill  in  Chailton,  or  down  ••'i'r<tut  hro*il;'"  t(»  the  ^«Ked  hiid^e." 

'I'he  first  plaee  we  approach,  where  llomeyne  r.oaidman  li\es.  is  the 
Charles,  or  Dea.  .losliua  \'inton  house.  The  latter  Imih  the  main  part 
ahout  7(5  years  iXjX^K  'l"he  L  is  over  1(H)  years  old.  On  the  opposite 
si(hi  is  the  l)riek  dwelling:,-  of  ]].  T.  'i'orrey,  CMeeted  hy  .1.  Kliot  \'inton 
ill  18-11.  i  le  eonnnirted  suicide  hy  hanuiuLi,- in  tlie  harn.  .lolm  N'inton 
ino\'ed  to  this  place  in  \7'AH,  lia\inL;  purchased  WM)  aci'es  from  Samuel 
Morris  (d'  \\'oodstock.  .1.  l"]lioi  N'iidon  hci^an  in  tlie  old  house — the  I, 
of  which  is  ahout  100  yi-ai's  old — which  stood  just  west  of  tlie  dri\e- 
way  t(»  the  haiii.  'IMie  father  of  Henry  Hall  lived  in  the  L.  'I'he 
whole  liouse  was  moved  to  (  entral  Street  wheic  ii  is  known  an  the 
'l'hoini»son  hous(».  The  1,  imsy  he  the  ori;^ijial  .lohii  N'inton  house,  as 
tliat  xvas  loc-ated  on  the  same  side  of  tlie  road  as  the  I)ric]i  huildiu);". 

The  next  house  (tn  the  south  side  is  that  of  Mv.  Halcer.  huilt  1)3' 
I'erley  Simpson,  as  also  \\as  the  old  slau^'hter  house  nearly  ojjposite. 
in  the  lattei-  Mr.  Simj»s(m  had  a  little  candy  store,  in  the  j)a>ture 
hack  of  the  slauj^hter  liouse  was  a  scluxdhouse  in  \yhich  I>avid  and 
lienjamin  Walker  and  (;o\H'rn<M-  Mai'cy  went  to  school.  it  was 
destroyed  ahout  SO  years  ag(». 

I)riviii<^  nloiii!,,  we  will  next  stoj)  at  (ieorg'e  Lyon's,  on  'he  north 
side  of  tlie  road.  Here  AVilliam  Alton  took  uj)  liis  ahode  in  1717. 
The  farm  was  ;i  jiart  of  the  (  aptain  Tapillon  laiuK.  ^Ir.  Alt«m  was 
the  first  si;j;ner  (d'  the  petition  t(»  set  oil"  the  tow  n  (d  (  liarlton  in  17r)-l, 
and  hecame  the  first  treasuicr  of  that  town.  Mr.  L}(>n"s  wood  shed 
and  carriaL;*'  shed  are  part  of  the  lienjamiii  Alton  liouse.  'J'he  I.  of 
Ml'.  Lyon's  house  is  the  W  illiam  ISradford  Itouse.  The  Alton  heirs 
sold  to  Major  ('alyin  Ammi(h)wii  in  17'.)(;.  \\  illiam  Alton  and  his  wife 
Maiy  lie  Imried  a  little  way  soutli  of  the  house  in  Mr.  Lyon's  mowin>4'. 
He  died  in  17(;s.    Two  roui!,h  stones,  ])rol)ahly  nath<ued  from  the 


tnrm.  only  tlic  itiiliuls,  W.  A.,  niitl  M.  A.,  mail-,  tlic  ^r:t\»-~.  I 

would  su^-;i-('st  that  ^-tcps  taken  (»>  !ia\»'  the  .-jtot  |»ro|)crly  niarl^ctl. 
Al  thr  till)  <)('  the  liill  hcyoiid  Mr.  Lyou',-.  on  llir  iioitli  side  ot  th».' 
road,  stood  a  schoolh<»ii>('  wlu-rc  Mrs.  11.  II.  (  <dr  atlfiidcd  ^cImh,!  lor 
a  tiiiK'.    Nearly  all  of  this  tri[)  h:\<  hecu  in  (dd  <  liailtoii. 

For  our  next  joui-ney  suiiposc  we  take  the  old  road  ruiiiiiiii;-  west 
Iroin  the  foot  of  r.el)aiion  Hill.  \\'e  |)roeoed  l)iit  a  short  di>taiie<'  ere 
we  arrive  at  the  1%/ra  \\.  \\'eld  farm,  known  to  many  as  tli<'  Se<.-ions 
.Mason  i»hu'e.  Here  (Miver  Ma>on  l)oii;4id  of  Joshua  Mason  in  IT'II. 
The  li()use  is  larL;"e  ami  roomy.  I'erhaps  the  I,  may  lie  the  oriL;inat 
liouse.  The  upri<i]it  i»art  mu>l  ha\e  seen  ii<-ar!y  a  century.  Keeping; 
on  uj)  the  hill  to  the  four  e(.rners  w<'  .-irike  the  llastford  road  whieh 
was  const riu'ted  in  hs;{2.  Hut  we  will  foi  low  t  he  old  road  up  to  t  he  farm 
of  (  Jetjr^-e  W.  Wells,  which  was  the  Maj.  ()li\  er  Hooker  place.  Major 
Hooker  was  one  <d'  tlu.'  advisory  commiU<'(-  appointed  in  isi:!  for 
securhig  the  iiieoi'poration  (d  (he  toN\ii.  I  think  the  uiuii^ht  part  ol 
this  lu)use  has  .stood  there  ;d)oul  SO  years  and  the  I.  100  years  or  more. 

From  the  Jlooker  pkiee,  w  e  f(dlow  th<'  (dd  road  we-t,  aeros>  ( 'ohasse 
))i'Ook  to  the  Frank  Sayles  jdace.  'i'his  is  (pule  an  ancient  dw(dlinii'. 
Ichahoil  IJohhius  was  livin;^  on  this  jdace  in  177.-).  It  was  afterwards 
culled  the  Moses  M^asoii  [dat*e.  Do  not  know  w  hen  the  present  liouse 
Nvas  huilt.  'I'his  old  road  intersected  anotlnu-  road  a  few  rods  beyond 
tlie  house. 

llelurnin^  [o  (he  four  t'oriH'rs  and.  ^oiu^-  ^\e.-t  we  come  t<»  the  .loliu 
Sayles  i)lace,  lusarly  op[)osile  ihe  hou-e  of  Franklin  Jacobs.  Here 
dwidt  F!!))hraim  W  lietdock  and  hei-e  his  >on.  Tiistam  S..  was  born. 
Tiie  old  house  was  l)urni'd.  J(thn  I'ike  be^an  here,  followed  by 
llenjamin  and  David  Di\.  Later,  \'ern(»n  Jackson  li\ed  here.  Many 
w  ill  I'cmember  Mr.  ,bii-ob--'  residence  as  the  home  of  ( '.  ('.  I'^ostei'. 
.Vbout  IT)  rods  or  S(j  to  the  west  of  these  was  the  forks  of  a  road, 
north  of  which  was  the  Josejih  Diirtec  place,  owned  by  tlie  late  .Mr. 
liuell.  This  road  continued  west  to  the  kovell  Mor>e  place.  (  oii- 
tinuin^'  south  from  the  aboNc  forks  pa>t  the  inter-e<-t  i(ui  (d  the  road 
Irom  l"'rank  Saj'les".  the  ne\t  hou~e  i.-  the  \  ei  non  (  ham  Ix-rlaiii  ]»lace. 
on  tlie  road  Irom  W'esiville  to  \\  ood-t  oc-k. 

Hut  let  us  I'eturii  and  dri\'e  alonu  the  Fa^tloid  road  till  we  couie  t<^ 
Andrew  II.  Morse's  ilairy  farm  with  it>  hou,-e  frt>ntii:;^  on  the  (dd  io  mI. 
Dea.  Jason  M(!rse"s  father  purch.ased  the  place  (d'  Daniel  Hill  in  I77r». 
There  are  trace.-  of  Hie  old  road  from  this  place  around  past  ••Little 
Niagara"  fails  on  ('(diasse  brook,  up  Lebanon  Hill  to  the  bouse  of  11. 
IF  ^Vells.  '•Little  Niagara"  is  a  i)ictui-es(pu'  spot  and  will  repa}-  the 
visitor  for  his  ellorts,  tliough  the  (U'strmt ion  (d  the  woods  about  rt 
has  somewdiat  ui;  rred  its  original  b(\nd y .    d'he  1  ime  t o  <ee  it  i<  during 
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tlic  si)riii;:;  Ireshcts.  Imoiii  Ihc  Morse  t;inii  tlie  (thl  r<i;i<l  wound  al>(»vit 
to  tlic  .loscpli  L:iii_i;('viii  phu'c  on  (lie  west,  sulc  of  I\;ist ford  road. 
'I'liis  was  the  Silas  (iould  farm.  dames  .M(.)rse  was  an  enrly  inliahi- 
taiit.  dolui  Mai'sh.  di-.,  wlio  was  the  tirsi  setth-r  here,  huilt  tlie  pi'esent 
lioiise  in  171)!>.  Sumner  .Marsh.  t]ien  a  two-year-idd  hoy,  f(dl  tlirou«^h 
an  a]ierture  in  tlie  llooi-  whih;  it  was  in  proecss  of  erection.  This  is 
the  hist  house  hefore  icaehini::  llie  state  line.  \N'e  mi^ht  -^'o  on  a  little 
farther  anil  ascend  Hatchet  hill  to  an  ele\ation  of  102')  feet  ahove  sea 
lev(d.  Jlere  we  would  ohtain  a  heautiful  i»anorama  ol'  wood  and 
viila;;o.  and  mountain,  a  deli^lilful  spot  on  a  summer  day.  U  e  mii^ht 
also  visit  the  -"wolf's  den'"  uj)  on  tlu'  side  t\\'  the  ravine. 

^Ve  will  now  return  to  th<'  road  leading'  iioithwest  towai'd  \Vest- 
ville.  Soon  aftei'  lea\'inj;'  lOaslford  road  we  stop  at  the  anci<'nl  laian- 
house  of  dames  Mason.  Here  1  >avid  Morse  henan  in  1730  or  17."{1. 
He  sold  tiiis  farm  in  the  wildeiiiess  "-with  a  dwelling  house'" — no 
doul)t  ;i  loi;"  cahin — to  donatlian  >hr<on  in  1737.  donathan  sold  to 
('ai)t.  Ah<d  Mason  in  1701,  and  it  has  remained  in  the  fannly  to  this 
day.  In  those  early  days  bears,  wohcs  and  deer  were  ])rowling  ahout 
the  farms.  The  house  now  standinii;  is  o\ei'  100  years  ohl.  'I'he  thi'ee 
(dd  tiri'idaces  are  now  hricked  up,  hut  the  two  brick  ovens  are  still 
there.  The  house  is  built  of  plank  set  iii)i-ight  and  without  studding. 
A  few  rods  south,  in  the  orchard,  is  the  cellar  of  tlie  (dd  Mason  lu)use, 
desti'oyed  within  memory  of  those  uow  living.  It  had  the  old  wooden 
latch,  and  no  doubt  the  'datchstring  was  always  out"'  with  olil-time 
liospitality.  The  chambers  were  reached  by  means  of  a  ladder 
through  a  s(piare  hole  in  the  lloor.  dust  imagine  the  l)oys  and  gii'ls, 
candles  in  hand,  clindiing  the  laddei-  on  their  way  to  tlie  huid  of  Nod. 
The  old  c(dlar  has  1)een  tin;  hibernaculmn  of  all  the  ))l:ick  snakes  from 
the  woods  and  swamj)S  of  that  region,  aiid  Mr,  dames  Mason  can  tell 
you  wonderful  stories  of  the  lunnber  and  si/e  of  the  snakes  he  has 
shot,  clubbed,  or  slipnoosed  as  they  sallied  forth  on  the  llrst  warm 
days  of  early  spring. 

The  next  Iiouse  on  the  same  side  is  that  of  Henry  Walker,  formerly 
owned  by  Lemuel  I'errin.  Still  earlier  a  Mr.  Morris  dwelt  here. 
Diiviiiii  on  we  soon  come  to  the  Vernon  Chaml)erlain  place  at  the 
junction  of  the  old  road  with  the  road  from  ^Vestville  to  Woodstoi  k. 
'i'lse  liouse  was  put  up  by  Fit/  Ileniy  Marsh  some  70  years  since.  His 
father,  dohn  Marsh,  dwelt  in  the  old  house  which  stood  on  nearly  the 
same  spot>  The  place  was  begun  by  Win.  llatlieUl,  aiul  is  now 
occupied  by  Kugene  Darling. 

CJoiug  north,  we  will  take  a  look  at  the  Truman  Chamberlain  place 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Surprenant. 
This  is  tlie  Denison  Wheelock  homestead.     Perhaps  a  century  or 
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more  lias  passed  over  it.  IJev.  llciiry  -L  Lamb,  pastor  of  the  Con<i;re- 
<;'ational  church  from  XKi'.i  to  ls;ir>,  was  called  here  one  winter  day  to 
unite  ill  the  bouds  of  matriuiouy  Mr.  Wheelock's  son,  who  was  a 
bachelor,  and  Mrs.  lirackett,  an  aunt  of  Mrs.  John  McGreo;ory.  in 
those  days  tlie  farmhouse  parlor  was  used  only  on  state  occasions. 
In  this  one  stood  the  tall,  old  fasliioned  clock.  The  solemn  cereniony 
be^an.  Hut  just  as  the  minister  got  started  with  the  wedding  pray(M- 
llie  old  clock  prepared  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  service.  ''Whi/.- 
))r  r-r-r-diug-dinjj;-ding"  went  the  old  chjck.  'I'he  parson  kept  on,  so 
did  the  clock,  *'br-r-r-ding-ding  din^;,"  until  it  ran  down.  Whether 
the  unusual  warmth  of  a  tire  in  the  parlor  had  limbered  up  its 
muchinery,  or  whether  some  of  the  youn^  folks  had  tampered  with  it, 
remains  a  mystery. 

iveepinj;  on  northward  we  approach  a  house  in  the  fork  of  the  road 
where  James  Morse  lived,  and  more  recently  Judson  Cooper  and 
Charles  Gauthier.  it  was  also  the  abode  of  J.  Perry  Ammidown.  1 
am  unable  to  trace  it  to  its  origin,  but  think  it  was  a  Wheelock  house. 

Our  next  excursion  is  from  the  corner  of  l*^lm  up  Main  and  South 
Sti-eets.  On  the  corner  where  stands  the  Edwards  House  block, 
I.uther  and  Holmes  Ammidown  beo;au  the  erection  of  a  hotel  in  1824. 
liefore  the  building  was  put  up  Elm  .Street  was  widened,  cutting  oil" 
four  feet  of  the  cellar.  'I'his  was  the  New  Eui^land  hotel.  In  it, 
April  14,  1838,  a  meeting  was  called  by  lien  jam  in  D.  Hyde,  Es(|  ,  to 
organize  the  First  I'niversalist  Society.  About  on  the  site  of  John- 
son, Colburn  Go's  store  there  used  to  be  an  old  blacksmith  shop. 
Where  Sylvester  Dresser's  blocks  stood  were  tlie  house  and  tinshop 
of  William  Camp  and  the  Comins  shop.  Mr.  Camp  was  a  pioneer 
tinsmith  of  tlie  town.  His  house  was  removed  to  Central  Street. 
ISlr.  Oresser's  blocks  were  put  up  in  IS^G  and  18G0,  and  i)urned  in  1874. 
Mr.  Dresser  at  once  erected  Dresser  Opera  House  on  the  site.  Some- 
where in  this  locality  was  the  old  gun  house  afterwards  moved  near 
to  tlie  brick  schoolhouse.  Near  the  corner  of  Chapin  Street  was 
Horace  liacon's  house,  built  by  Dr.  lieuben  Harrington.  It  was 
moved  to  the  rear  of  Mr.  Bowlen's  on  Chapin  Street.  'The  block  in 
which  is  the  P.  H.  Carpenter  Co.  store  was  constructed  by  Will'-am 
Edwards,  and  was  the  lirst  block  on  the  south  side  of  the  street.  The 
brick  block  of  William  C.  Barnes  stands  on  the  site  of  Luther  Travis' 
shoeshop. 

From  Elm  Street  to  the  block  of  Mr.  liarnes  there  was  a  long 
depression  of  the  street.  Where  the  brook  crosses  ^lain  Street  there 
was  a  bridge.  During  the  spring  freshets  ''Nuisance  brook''  usually 
overllowed,  Hooding  the  street  from  one  to  four  feet  deep.  Cellars 
were  tilled  with  water,  doing  much  damage.    At  one  time  Lemuel 
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Dunbar  slept  in  one  of  the  store  basements.  Sonic  one  opened  tlie 
basement  door  to  see  if  he  was  drowned.  '-I  )rowned?  I'm  not  drowned," 
and  not  knowin*;  what  had  liappened  he  sprang  out  of  bed,  landing  in 
water  up  to  his  iicek,  for  the  bed  was  Hoating  on  the  water.  Dea. 
KlisliaCole,  who  lived  where  the  store  of  K.  C  VAW^  stands,  was  eom- 
pelled  one  day  to  procure  a  boat  in  wlTicli  to  get  home.  On  another 
occasion  a  pigst}'  in  the  rear  was  sultmerged.  The  instinct  of  self- 
preservation  induced  the  porker  to  g(!t  into  liis  trough.  With  the 
rising  of  the  waters  piggy  rose  too  and  lloating  out  of  the  pen  sailed 
serenely  down  Central  Sti'cet— Xoalfs  ark  on  a  small  scale.  The 
large  water  sewer  across  iMa.in  Street  was  constructed  by  Holmes 
Ammidown  in  1S2(). 

On  the  other  side  at  HartwelPs  corner  was  the  jewelry  store  of 
II.  If.  Cole,  successor  to  William  lieeclier.  I'orley  Simpson  had  a 
store  combined  with  the  post  ollice  in  the  next  builtling  to  the  west. 
Comstock's  block  was  built  by  Harvey  Dresser  about  IS-JS.  In  this 
block  were  the  iSIasonic  lodge  rooms.  Next  was  Larkin  Aunnidown's 
block.  In  C/Omstock's  block  was  the  store  of  Milton  Joslin,  where 
("hester  A.  Dresser  began  work  at  the  age  of  13.  On  tlie  location  of 
the  store  of  K.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  Harrington  built  a  house  which  was 
moved  to  Central  Sti'cet  (second  building  north  of  the  police  station), 
and  is  known  as  the  Dr.  Clemence  house.  Dea.  Elisha  Cole  lived  in 
it  ;it  one  time.  On  the  site  of  tlie  new  Columbian  hotel  Sumner 
Marsh  and  Daniel  Hawkes  made  brogan  shoes.  In  the  vestry  of  tlie 
IJniversalist  church  ,J.  J.  Oakes  had  his  dry  goods  store  for  several 
years  after  the  big  fire  of  180;{. 

The  second  house  above  the  church,  now  the  residence  of  T.  .1. 
Harrington,  and  remembered  as  the  Deacon  Cole  house,  was  built 
by  Jacob  Edwards  in  the  early  part  c»f  the  last  century.  It  was  re- 
modelled by  E.  iM.  Cole.  Colonel  Foster  erected  the  house  of 
George  Hrackett  about  72  years  ago. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  street  Nathaniel  Searle  bought  the  Earkiu 
Ammidown  houselot  of  Jedediah  Marcy  in  1801.  'i'he  brick  house 
of  Mr.  Ward  was  owned  by  Joim  1{.  Smith,  The  bi  ick  Marcy  house 
was  built  by  Mrs.  Marcy  for  her  son,  .loscph.  Seventy  years  ago 
there  was  nothing  more  on  the  south  side  of  the  street  till  you  come 
to  the  Glover  house. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  street  nearly  opposite  the  Methodist 
church,  which  was  erected  in  IS  stands  the  old  Marcy  house  built 
by  Col.  Moses  Marcy,  as  1  estin)^;e,  between  173G  and  1738.  There 
have  been  some  changes  made  in  It.  The  old  chimney  was  laid  with 
clay.  The  antiijue  painting  over  the  fireplace  is  in  possession  of  Mrs. 
A.  J.  r>ai  tb  jlomew.     A  coin[)any  of  militia  sent  to  assist  in  the 
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capture  of  Henedict  Arnold  were  entertained  at  dinner  in  this  house. 
Their  arms  were  staeked  in  one  of  the  rooms  where  one  of  the 
muskets  went  oiY  without  warnino;,  tlie  hall  passinj^  up  throu<i;h  the 
ceilino;.  The  house  is  historic  as  bein<^  the  birthplace  of  Gov. 
William  Learned  Marcy,  Dec.  12,  178(5.  \Vhile  governor  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Marcy  paid  a  visii  to  his  native  town  to  view  once  more 
the  scenes  of  his  boyhood.  With  his  wife  he  went  down  by  the 
Quinebaug  to  point  out  to  her  the  site  of  the  ancestral  Marcy  mills. 
Then,  wishinoj  to  cross  to  the  further  side,  he  said  to  Mrs.  ^Nfarcy, 
'^Tm  not  going  round  by  the  bridge.  1  believe  I'd  like  to  go  oyer 
)ust  as  I  did  when  a  boy,  and  Til  carry  you  across."  So  stripping 
oir  his  slioes  and  stockings  and  rolling  up  his  pants,  and  taking  Mrs. 
Marcy  upon  his  back,  the  great  statesman  waded  across  the  river. 
Such  a  rare  opportunity  was  not  to  be  missed  b^-  the  operatives 
of  the  mill;  conse(iuently  every  wiud')w  was  full  of  heads,  and  a 
chorus  of  shouts  and  cheers  greeted  the  governor  on  the  successful 
termination  of  his  voyage.  William  Edwards  was  born  in  the  Marcy 
house  in  ISIO. 

Our  next  point  of  interest  is  tlie  Oakes  house  on  South  Street. 
Major  William  Love,  who  built  the  fust  church  in  town,  lived  here 
and  probably  put  up  the  house.  A  letter  received  from  .).  J.  Oakes 
gives  sucli  a  good  account  of  tlic  place  that  I  quote  it  nearly  entli'c: 

iroxnnKv,  Dec.  10,  1900. 

Friend  Ammidutoi :  ~ 

In  answer  to  yours  of  tlie  7th  inst.  I  hereby  gladly  attempt  to 
furnish  you  with  the  facts  within  my  knowledge  legarding  my  old 
homestead.  It  was  bought  of  Lucy  Adams  (time  unknown)  by 
James  Wolcott  and  sold  by  him  to  Fordyce  Foster  in  1812;  by  Foster 
in  1820  to  Isaac  Oakes  (my  father's  brother)  ;  by  Isaac  in  1830  to 
Jacob  Oakes  (my  father);  by  his  death  in  18M  it  fell  to  my  mother, 
Betsy  Oakes,  and  at  lier  death  in  1871  it  came  into  my  possession. 
In  1890  I  sold  the  property  to  John  J.  Delehanty. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  parties  owning  the  same  any  further  back 
than  James  Wolcott,  Jr.  He  was  a  trader  who  did  business  in  the 
store  at  Globe  Village  located  at  the  east  end  of  the  iroii  Itridge, 
and  was  uncle  to  Daniel  Wolcott  of  Globe  \'illage;  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  very  smart  man.  The  deml  specifies  Charlton  as  the 
location,  this  being  just  before  Southbridge  was  incorporated.  (  This 
is  probably  an  error  as  Charlton  did  not  extend  up  the  hill.  — L.  K.  A.) 
Fordyce  Foster  was  a  goldsn»ilh.  His  daughter  who  settled  in  Ver- 
mont made  a  visit  to  the  old  house  in  1871,  after  my  mother's  decease, 
and  took  a  phoiograj)!!  of  the  place;  also  a  pane  of  gla«s  fr(»m  a 


w'lwdow  oil  wliii'li  u:i<  si'iatc-lictl  ;i  dnlc  ol'  the  yt'af  she  I'ucd  tlicrt'. 

-larol)  Oakcs  and  Ainhrose  Nt'\\(dl  iii<»\'cd  t'roin  Dudley  in  iSliO. 
They  wei'c  jack  mule  s[)iiinci  s  and  Uicy  l\v(»  did  all  the  work  of  llial 
kind  re(]uii"ed  l)y  the  Hamilton  WOidcn  (U).  w  iiicli  opei'ated  onl \-  Ihe 
oKl  ^\■hil('  woolen  mill  .standing!,-  at  Ihe  wcsl  end  of  the  I>iid;^e. 

I  was  l»orn  in  the  old  lionse,  ls;{-J.  The  house  was  located  at 
the  eoi-iier  of  Mn'm  Street  and  \\est\ilU'  road  as  Main  Street  was 
originally  eslaldislied :  the  new  lay  out  straighteninu-  Main  Street 
commeneeil  at  a  point  neai-  (  liaiies  Mel\instry"s  iiouse  and  Ixne  t(^ 
the  east  Joiidni!,'  the  \\'est\ille  IJoad  at  the  IJowley  place,  discontinu- 
ing the  old  way.  Tlie  construction  ot  tlie  old  road  is  i)l;uiil3'  visible 
througii  the  oak  grove  lomiei  ly  owned  by  myself.  On  the  opposite 
corner  from  tlie  liouse  stood  liie  cai  ])eiiter  sho})  of  Major  I.ove. 

'I'he  east  end  was  designed  as  the  [)rineii»al  front  of  the  h(uise  to 
face  Main  Street  and  originally  embraced  a  yard  some  'M)  Jeet  in 
depth  in  whicli  .stood  tw(»  large  elm  tree*.  'J'hi*  const  ruct i(Ui  (d  t  he 
iiouse  is  of  tlie  old-fashioned  plank  form,  no  studding,  luit  the  walls 
were  formed  of  2-iuch  oak  jtlaidc  set  clo>e  togetlu'r  and  of  length  to 
reacli  fr(un  sill  to  ])late;  clapboards  on  outside  and  lallis  inside; 
timbers  all  hewn  oak,  and  large  and  strong.  The  oi'iginal  chimneys 
were  laid  in  clay  mortar,  were  huge  one-Hue  affairs  8  feet  Sfjuare  at 
the  I'oof  and  the  bottoms  sjjacious  enough  for  open  lii'cplaces,  swing 
ci'anes,  stone  mantid  pieces,  and  lu'ick  o\en  since  I'Cplaccd  I)}'  more 
modei'n  ones.  W  tdl  within  the  house,  water  raised  by  A\'indlass,  i-o])e, 
and  bucket.  Dooi"  liinges  of  w  rought  iron,  latches  and  iiandles  the 
sanu'.  Nails  all  of  hand-made  wrought  iron  with  laige  heatls  under 
which  the  frost  would  get  in  vi'r\'  cold  weatlier  ajul  tlie  stillness  of 
the  night  would  be  bixiken  with  a  noise  like  the  ciack  of  many  pistoU 
as  the  fi'ost  staiteil  the  nails  from  the  clapboards.  in  one  of  the  Iom- 
cliami>ers  (d  the  L  could  be  seen  at  one  time  a  staple  in  tlie  llooi-  to 
which  it  \\as  said  a  era/}-  woman  had  been  chained.  The  princijjal 
rooms  liad  owr  the  lireplaces  sheathing  in  broad  paiuds  ornamcJiteil 
with  ])ainted  landscapes. 

The  land  ctumecleil  with  the  e>t;ite  embraces  a  tract  of  -I'.j  acres 
extending  on  South  Stri!et  west  to  the  f'iske  |>lace,  thence  nortlu  ister- 
ly  by  laiul  of  Hamilton  \\'o(den  (  o.  t(»  the  oalc  grove  on  Main  Street, 
thence  on  the  west  side  of  tiie  »dd  location  of  Main  Stre.'i  <t,  the 
present  South  Stieet  and  is  mostly  occupied  by  the  residents  of  South 
Street  and  Oakes  Avenue;  the  latter  street  has  an  elevation  of  (lOO 
feet  above  the  le\(d  of  the  sea,  nuiking  its  collection  (d'  l)uildings  the 
most  conspit'uous  to  greet  the  eye  as  3'ou  ap[)roach  the  town.  A 
uni(jue  feature  connected  with  my  old  home  whicii  I  enjoyed  in  child- 
liood.  yes.  aim  manh(»od.  was  the  brook  that  had  its  source  in  tlie 
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Mui  cy  me;ul«)ws  (now  Mi's.  IJartholoincw's)  ami  ran  in  I  lie  i  tMi-(.f  rhc 
Taylor  anil  ('liii)nian  lots  and  crossfd  Sonili  Sircct  nvIicmc  Lnilicr 
('l«Mnence*s  house  novs'  stands,  and  [Kissed  in  I  he  rear  anil  rlosc  to  the 
old  house  and  around  on  the  north  side  oi  the  l>(dchanty  h<»n>e 
and  hai'U  and  ]U)\vley  house,  and  on  easteidy  to  a  point  near  Sannud 
NN'illianis'  residence.  'I'his  stream  of  water  was  ouneil  and  utilized 
by  .ledediah  Marey  to  ^vater  his  cattle  in  i»aslure  and  iri  i^ate  his  i^i'ass 
ticdtls,  The  niarcli  of  iniprovenients  rendered  it  ol)S(»lete  and  lie 
vtdeased  to  nn.'  his  ri^lit  in  connection  witli  (he  old  j[)hu'e  in  iSCr).  It 
was  satisfai'tiou  tochililren  for  many  <j;'eneraiions  to  play  in  its  watei-s. 

Mrs.  Lemuel  Ininhar  used  to  li\e  hei'c  and  ke})t  a  pri\ate  jn-imarv 
school  in  the  T.  part.  Luther  and  Andi-ew  l'\  Amnndown,  ( '.  A.  l'ai;;-e, 
S.  Cyrus  ilartwell,  Chester  A.  and  Ceori^e  A.  Dresser  wei-e  some  (d^ 
the  scholars.  The  luttei-  is  likely  to  he  the  only  (Uie  livini,^  wli(»  could 
;^i\e  his  })ersonal  experience.  Isaac  Oakes  was  a  skillful  \i(dinist. 
His  sons  were  connected  with  nuisic  as  j)ul)lishers  or  })erformers. 
His  wife  was  a  Hooker,  related  to  the  family  of  tiiat  name  in  Slur- 
hrid^e.    Two  dauti;iiters  are  now  livin<^  in  (  harlestow  n,  Mass. 

As  <'vidence  of  the  unti(juity  of  the  i)lace  there  is  a  lai  >^e  F>(dl  pear 
tree  standing  on  the  premises  whicii  was  a  full  grown  tree  as  loni; 
a^"0  as  I  can  remember,  anil  pear  trees  do  n(»t  <i;"row  in  a  hurl•3^  Many 
a  prank  has  been  carried  on  in  connection  with  it  by  the  young  men 
(^f  the  town.  Tlie  game  was  for  a  parly  of  them  to  arrange  to  go  at 
night  and  get  sonie  of  I'ncle  .hd;<''s  pears.  Tliey  woukl  make  one  of 
tlie  party  a  victim  who  was  designated  to  climt)  the  tree  and  shak<' 
down  the  fruit,  when  one  WHudd  lire  a  gun,  and  down  would  conu' 
tlu'  fcHow  at  tl)e  risk  of  life  and  limb  and  make olh  almost  sc;  r.'d  to 
death,  the  rest  of  the  i>arty  doing  their  best  to  add  to  his  feais.  I 
could  name  sonu'  now  living  who  have  had  the,  name  of  participating 
in  these  ventures,  but  I  will  refrain  from  giving  them  away  as  they 
would  not  like  to  see  this  history  in  [>rint  at  this  late  day. 

Inference.  That  it  is  fair  to  presume  thiit  the  house  is  ovei'  a  ctMitui-y 
old  as  my  i-ecord  is  ISTi,  ami  Lucy  Adams,  WOlcott,  and  ix'rhups 
others  had  lived  there  nuiiiy  years  previous,  judging  from  the  size  of" 
the  <dd  pear  tree.    The  house  was  in  the  Oalie.s  family  (!0  N'ears. 

Trusting  that  I  have  not  wearied  y(»u  with  the  to  me  pleasant 
subject,  and  if  incidentally  this  should  be  the  means  tlirou-l\  your 
society  of  creating  a  record  of  this  ancient  landmark  b(doi-e  all  have 
passed  away  who  are  able  to  give  evidence  thereof,  I  shall  feel  amply 
repaid  for  my  ellbrt  and  greatly  oi)liged  to  you  for  the  jirivilege. 

Yours  i-espect fully. 


.1.  ,1.  ( ).\KK.S. 
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(ioini;-  <»ii  up  rlie  hill,  on  (lie  <;iin('  iioilh  side,  just  Dvcr  ilic  loow  ot 
the  hill  \v;i>^  the  l)e:i.  llrnry  l-'iske  i)l:u'c.  'I'lifre  is  a  i  nidil imi  ihat 
this  liousc.  llieii  eonsislin^-  of  two  I'ooiiis.  was  moNt'd  tioiii  (  harlroii 
liy  Lieut.  K'oliert  iMlwards.  i;real-i;-randlatlier  (d'  S.  K.  jMh\aid>.  .Mr. 
Kilwanls  \va<  a  .^hoeniaki'r  and  had.  a  little  shop  which  wa>  alter- 
wanls  joined  to  the  liouse,  heeomini;-  a  pari  (d  ii .  .Mr.  i'Mwards  dit-d 
here  in  ]S()].  Latei-,  two  ditVerent  landlies  l)y  iiann' <d  i-'uller  d  w  (d  i 
here:  ;»lso  a  Mr.  .\oyes  who  s(dd  the  plaec  ht  Deacon  l""i.-ke.  TIh^ 
house  w  as  a  practical  il histi'al  ion  ol  the  theory  ot  ex])air<ion.  As 
lime  went  on  successi\-e  families  adiled  the  woodshed  ol  the  preceding' 
<iccupant  to  the  liousc.  erectini;'  a  new  woodshed  on  tlieii'  o\\  n  ac-comit. 
>Vii<'n  in  18!m;  the  house  was  pulled  dow  n,  tlie  frame  revealed  eiuht 
dillerent  structtires.  .May  not  this  old  housi'  assi>t  u-  in  lira-pin^;- 
I'ncle  Sam's  t;'reat  idea  of  expansion,  concei\in,i;"  that  all  the  islaiid> 
ol'  creati()n  are  onl\'  so  many  woodsheds  waitin;;  U>  lie  annexed  an<l 
convertetl  into  hed  I'ooms  to  ac;.'onunodat e  his  i;i-o\\ini;'  family'.'  In 
one  sense,  at  h'ast,  il  was  a  patriotic  house,  makim;  its  dcduii  a>  ihe 
home  of  a  siddier  of  the  l(ev(»lnlion  and  closinu'  it,>  career  in  a  hojdire 
to  ccdehrate  the  election  of  Tresident  .M(d\inley — the  dfdtiis  with  the 
adiUtion  of  some  kerosene  and  a  tar  hariid  niakini.':  a  luilliant  illumi- 
nation for  that  occasion. 

Our  next  jxtint  (d'  interest  is  the  (;iover  i»lace.  Thi-^  idd  laudmai'k 
has  heen  remodcded  to  some  extent,  il  was  known  as  ihe  i.euiuel 
(  larke  house  and  the  tir<t  >ettler  here  was  Mose<  (  'lai  ke.  No  doulit 
it  lias  passed  tlie  century  mark. 

K'eci-ossin^-  tlie  street  w  e  will  st(tp  at  the  Samuel  New  ell  house, 
e'orner  of  South  and  Water  Streets.  ('a[)lain  I*otter  l>ouuht  here  td 
(iershom  riimplon  in  ISl")  and  sold  to  Andu-ose  Newell  in  ]s:U).  It 
was  then  an  old  liouse.  The  lirst  ic-ident  on  the  place  was  llin-dale 
rhirke  who  was  living"  in  this  part  of  Sturl)ridi;-e  as  eaidy  a-  174J. 
.\hi;^^ail  and  )  lather  (  lai'ke  had  a  room  in  the  old  hou-e  at  one  time 
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where  they  tlid  tiiiloi-'mi;-.  Later,  tlicy  litirclKiscd  n  little  >1hm' 
tli;it  stood  Just  ;iiM'o><  the  fond  Iroiii  ilir  Inm-c  on  ilie  Lewi-  Aiiiini- 
dowii  t'.iriu  wlicrc  the}'  Ii\<Ml  t'(tr  -oinc  vein-:  then  llic  ure.it  law  ol 
dei-ciil  rali/at  in  tlir  torm  of  l>ra.  .Marxiii  ('liem-y">  oxen  and  di:iL;\ 
drew  them,  house  and  all.  to  eentrc  \  !lla^:e  where  they  lorated  ;ii  ilic 
e!»riier  of  1-^hii  and  llarl\\ell  St.reet  >.  "Aunt  NahMy""  and  INlher 
ro(h'  all  the  way  hi  Ihe  hou<e.  The  Newdl  place  i>  a  eenlury  old  at 
tlie  least.  I.ar;^*'  eneased  heauis  and  po-l-  are  >-lill  proeiil  in  1  he 
kitelien.  tliose  oscrliead  lainnin^-  leiii^ihwi-e  o!'  the  room.  There  are 
erossheams  in  the  tront  room  and  ehandier-.  Mi'->  l)olly  Newell  lias 
made  it  lu'r  liome  for  (is  yeai-s. 

Now  we  will  dri\e  ahuiLi,  to  the  <nnnuit  ot  the  liill  where  on  the 
south  side  of  the  road  stands  the  lar^e  hriek  hou.-<'  recently  l)eloll^■- 
ini;-  to  tiie  I  .it  iditield  estate,  hiult  hy  Sanniel  -lud-on.  Hi>  pur|M..~c 
was  to  out  ri  \  a!  '-Ammichiw  ii  ( 'ast  le""  ;i lul  t  he  lUda  Tillany  oi-  Leonai'd 
li(»use.  The  dw'cdliii.u' of  <  apt .  Samuel  Newidl  fornu-rly  occupied  the 
site  of  the  lirii'l;  house,  hut  was  moxcd  down  the  hill  to  the  we-t  and 
is  the  one  lat»d\'  occupied  hy  AiKhcw  !>.  Smitii.  It  washuilt  hy  l.-aac 
.lohnson  who  l)ou;i]it  tlie  plac-e  of  donaihan  Perr)-.  It  was  the  home 
(d'  l)r.  .lames  Woleott  fi'om  ISII  to  Is-Jii,  when  he  remo\ed  to 
X'ermoiit.  I  should  think  the  iiou>e  nd^ht  he  KH)  years  old.  'I'he 
harii  at  flie  hricl<  liouse  was  hroui;iif  Irom  the  Willard  place  in 
Sturhridi;'!',  'I'he  llarM-y  .\ew(dl  hou>e.  opp(tsite  the  hrick  one.  wa- 
erecteil  l)y  Milton  .lo-liiTs  fatliei-  and  is  (piite  (dd.  lietweeu  the 
.1.  Porter  Stedman  liou^e  and  liie  corner  of  \\ C-t  Street  was  the 
Harker  liouse.  A  .M  r.  \V  he(der  also  d w  tdt  theic.  h  w  a>  owned,  t  oo. 
hy  Mr.  .loslin.  and  it  lias  he<'n  i;-oiie  loi-  yeai's. 

At  the  northwot  cm-ncr  <d  Wevi  and  South  Streets  is  the  Lewis 
Morse  liouse.  ouce  ow  lied  hy  a  Mr.  Al  ley.  I  do  not  know  w  licn 
<u-  hy  whom  it  was  huill.  I>iit  it 'i<  cerlai  n  1  \  ai;e(L  ( )];  t  he  sout  h  w  c-t 
t'oriier,  (tpposile  tlie  la-t  named  i»lace,  is  the  Lpliraim  \\  !ie(dock  hon>e 
to  which  Ml-.  W  lieelock  itioNcd  troiu  the  N'eriion  Jackson  or  Sa\  les 
place.    This  to(».  is  a  Ncry  old  house. 

Here  let  us  turn  south  and  drive  u]t  the  hil! — the  extension  (d  \\ f-t 
Street.  As  we  near  the  summit  we  will  h  i  our  horses  rest  \\1  'le  we 
climh  to  the  top  (d  Prospect  Hill  tor  the  maunilicent  \iew  of  ilic  <nr- 
roundini;'  country  to  he  had  from  thi-  point  :  then  we  will  walk  down 
the  southern  slope  a  few  rods  to  the  old  llardini;  plai'c.  now  the 
resid<'nce  of  Lev.  L.  W.  Ilasktdl.  The  late  IL  L.  ihiuliee  imrcha^ed 
the  place  (d  Mr<.  Palmer  llardinu-  and  remoikded  it  into  a  inodein 
dw(dlin«^'.  -loshua  ilardini;'  huilt  the  hous('.  as  nearly  as  i  could 
ascertain,  ahout  171)1.  Sul)se(]uently  it  came  into  posses-ion  of  L'alph 
Hardin*;-,  and   lastly  n[  Palmer  Haidin;;.      I>(»wn  in  the  lot  on  the 


opixisitc  side  ol  llic  lontl  there  i-^  :i  well  nnd  ;i|tpe;irs  \n  he  ;i 

eellai',  oT  wliieli  I  eoiiM  (ilil.iiii  iio  I  i  <  I  ;Mi  ( try  i  1 1 1  <  >nii:i  I  i  <  ii  i .  Tliis 
road  \\a-  !»uilt  in  17'.'';.  A  lew  I'od-  tiiitlier  .-(miMi  and  \\c  -irike  a 
road  niiiiiin;^'  al  rluiil  aii^le-  [n  11h'  la-t.  'Miai  pari  </!  ii  runniii--  e;i^i 
i<  llie  old  mad  to  the  ,I(din  Sayle-  place  pre\i<iu-ly  iiieiil  ioiied. 

(  >ji  tlie  xMiili  -ide  o!'  llii-  roail  and  iiraidy  o|ipo-iie  i  he  jmiei  ion  of 
the  is   llie   lioiiie   (d'   Willard   1'.   .Mor-e.   helti'r  Ixni.wii   h\  old 

resident-  a.>  tiie  Lo\cll  .Morse  place.  1|  eanie  into  po--e>-.ion  of 
Lewis  .Morse  hy  exehanuc  loithe  lionse  al  I  lie  eoiMier  (d  WC^i  .street 
alread)-  mentioned.  The  pic-ent  honse  -iantl<  on  the  exact  -iie  of 
the  (  apt.  i;al|ih  \\  heeloek  h(.nM'  w  hidi  wa>  (  iceled  in  17(;r>.  and 
the  eonti-aet  was  let  to  -hnne-  IMiniplon  ii;randlalher  ol  l.(nen/o 
riinipton)  who  eanu.'  Iroin  i'oxlxuo  to  Imild  the  lionse.  L'alph 
W  heeloel^  niari-ied  l^xperienee,  danuhiei'  ot  dames  Deni-oli.  tlie  lir.-t 
white  eliilil  hoi'n  in  St  nrhridi;e.  (  aptain  \\  he(doek  ihed  in  Isl'l'.  a^•ed 
m;.  He  had  If)  children.  .\1  a  later  date  (  he.-ler  Stone  ahode  in  the 
(dd  house.  At  the  east  end  ol  the  hain  i<  a  lane,  and  on  the  we  t 
.-ide  <d'  this  lane,  on  a  knidl  iieai-  the  a|)ple  tree  a  little  south  I  rom 
the  harn.  was  1  hf'  h(»me  of  one  of  oui-  pioueei-,  Jannv-  l)ein-on.  who 
hnili  here  in  17.''.'_'.  .\  native  of  Scotland,  he  wa^eidieed  from  home 
at  the  aue  of  IC.  ami  eame  to  New  i'lnulaml.  The  captain  hoiind  him 
out  to  a  Medliidd  farmer  whom  he  ser\cd  toiii-  year-  and  ei^hl 
months  t(»  pay  his  pa--a;:«'.  On  l){'eominu-  of  ai;e  hi>  entire  po-ses- 
si(ms  were  the  (doihes  on  hi-  hack  and  t  w  cut  y-ti \e  i-ents  ohiaiiicil  lor 
two  mu.-^lvrat  skins.  Mr.  |)eni-oii  was  admi  1 1  ed  (o  t  he  eompa  n  \  sent 
.lut  to  settle  New  .Medli<dd.  \\'e  \\ill  p.a-.-  th!on-h  Mr.  .Mcuse--  hain- 
_\ard  into  the  lane  and  follow  the  caitroad  dia^-onally  up  the  hill 
to  the  s<iuth  to  wliere.  in  jdain  view  IVom  the  hou-e,  is  the  ••ca\e" 
where  .Mr.  henison  li\ed  for  the  tirst  year  or  more.  ]Ierei>a  laru'e 
hoidder  (d'  gneiss  with  a  thinner  one  leanin^j,'  against  it.  as  lhoni;h 
it  miuht  ha\('  slid  oil'  from  the  fop  of  the  kiru'cr  lock,  tlm-  making' 
the  "caN-e""  hetwceii  the  two.  Slv.  Deni-cm.  no  douht.  -topped  up 
the  hole  at  one  end  with  hiusli  or  st<me-.  Mi-.  .Morse  dumped  a  load 
(d  j-ocks  into  the  hole  to  ]ire\enl  it>  iieini;  made  a  rende/\-ou.-  hy  the 
hoys.  !n  ihi-  place  Mr.  henison  li\ed  lill  one  ni^lit  he  heaid  a  noise 
which  lie  suspected  mi^lit  have  heeii  made  hy  a  hear  -ea i-chiiii;-  )or 
Some  henison  to  eat  for  his  supjier,  he  etnududed  ihat  a  hou-e  would 
Ijc  imu-e  -ale.  havinu'  huill  which  he  returned  to  .M  ei  1  litdd  a  iid  hroiiuhl 
home  a  hride,  pr(d)ald\  the  lir-t  w  hite  woman  to  \\\  r  in  St  url)ridee. 
lit'i'  name  was  I-',  x  perie  lu-e  a  iid  i  t  i  -  i  j  ii  i  I  e  I  i  k(d  y  t  ha  t  <lie  hail  -e\eral 
experience-  awa}'  out  here  in  tln'  wildirne--.  The  si(M'y  ot  .Mi\ 
Deiii.-on  and  ilei:ry  hi-ke.  of  hi-ke  Mill,  liearinu'  I  he  sound  (d  eaidi 
oiiierV  axe-  and  liieeliliu'  on  <oiiie  ire.'-  I  e  1 1  ed  a  e  ros  -  1  I  le  ( ^»n  i  IK  d  )a  11  ^' 
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is  f.'iiiiilini-  to  all.    Tlic  tir~t  school  in  tli.ii  oi  St urluiduc  now 

iin-liulcd  in  Soul  Iil)riti;j,('  was  kept  in  .Mr.  1  )cnis(in">  Ikiih  unlil  liavlinic 
wlicii  the  si'iiool  ad joiii'ncd  to  tlir  liou.-i'.  This  w;is  in  llir  -unnniT 
ol'  ITI'J  and  .Maruai'ct  Mannin;.:'.  llif  lii<t  t cacliiT.  rccciscd  ii\r  |Miund-, 
live  shillinus,  old  tcimi-.  tor  her  ^alai-}'.  Tho-t'  wen'  the  days  ul 
♦'The  .\('\\-  Mnii'land  I'riincr,"  when  urannn.ir  wa-  dccmrd  u-td»'>s 
and  gi'oiirapliy  unknown.  A  little  liiL:,h(r  on  tlu'  hill  and  -oiii  licast, 
ffoiil  tlic  CUNC  stood  (  aU  in  \\  InMdorl^'s  dwtdlini;-.  \n  hicli  \\  a>niu\  rd 
to  \\'«'st\ille  road.  A  little  way  trom  llu'  sunnnit  on  the  norilu'a>l 
sh>j)e  was  anotiicr  house  owned  Ity  a  Mr.  i'h'teher.  Ahout  20  rods 
east  of  the  hine  leadini;'  to  .lames  Dcnisdii's  house,  an<l  on  the  iiorlh 
side  of  the  old  road  stood  one  ol'  the  tir^t  seliooilntuses  ^>\  this  region. 
The  ahultin^"  ends  of  the  wall  on  eithrr  side  uf  t  he  schoolhouse  cau 
still  he  seen.  Mos^s  riiniplon  -peak-  of  an  earlier  >eho(dhon>e 
"'below"  that  was  hurnrd.  TIkmx'  is  tradition  of  one  ha\ini:,'  het  ii 
hK-ated  near  Mrs.  ('ai'ey"s  hon-e  at  the  turn  of  the  road  wliieli  ni.ay 
he  the  one  Mr.  IMinipton  mentions.  A  new  sehoolli<»use  \\as  hiiilt 
near  tlie  location  of  the  prcsenl  l)riek  seho(dhouse  al)out  17i'>l. 

A  f<'W  rods  west  I,o\ell  Morse's,  at  the  hcnd  and  on  the  in)i-th 
si(h)  of  tlie  road  is  the  "little  old  i-ed  liousc"  nl  .laeoh  <  )ak<'s.  now 
own<'d  hy  Mi-s.  Carey.  it  is  also  known  as  the  (  yrus  Annnidown 
place.  do(d  W .  Marble  Ixiu^ht  it,  lixed  it  up.  and  \voik('<l  thci'e 
at  shoemalciuij,'  foi-  :i  time.  Moses  W  lietdock  al-o  li\ed  in  one  or  iwtt 
little  rooms  at  one  end  of  the  hou>c.  '['he  (dd  part  at  the  northeast 
eornei'  is  tlie  oiininal  dames  |)enis(»n  house.  liaNinn,'  been  mo\('d  there 
from  the  old  locatioti  and  is  thus  the  oldest  house  in  Southbridue. 
'i'he  imitation  of  their  (dders  i>  characteristic  of  children,  a  laid 
which  should  he  borne  in  mind  by  all  who  come  in  contaii  with 
them.  Three  little  ,i;irls,  perhaps  li\('  to  seven  yeai's  of  ai^'e.  wvvv 
holdiuij,'  a  meeting"  on  the  dooi  siep  ol'  tlu'  .lacob  ( )akes  house. 
\vas  daiie  ( )akt's.  another  was  Mary  Ann  llardini;'  (now  Mrs.  ,l(((d  \\ . 
Marble)  and  the  tliird  is  now  Mrs.  dohn  .Mc(  i reL:,(M-}-.  The  program 
was  j)ro[)erly  cariied  out  until  Mary  Ann  solemnl)'  announced  "i.ei 
VH  prayer."  This  upset  the  i;'r;ivi'.V  «d'  tlie  eldeis  in  tin-  audieiu'c 
nnd  hi-oke  u\)  the  meetinu-.  Ihit  it  illustrate-  ;i  ^dod  point  of  c  m- 
paris(m  between  the  past  and  the  pi-esent.  The  children  of  iho-^c 
early  days  were  trained  in  tlie  chuiH-h  and  in  the  pra\ er-nieeiin^'. 
\\'ould  it  not  be  far  better  for  the  present  ^'eneratioii  if  more  (d 
the  children  were  tiained  to  attend  di\ine  w«»rshipr 

Passing'  around  the  bend  at  the  ()akes  house  N\-e  diivc  on  past  the 
James  Morse  plac(^  at  the  folks  (already  desciilx'd)  and  by  the  briclc 
sclioo  11  louse  till  we  arri\('  at  the  Sy ha nus  <  hanilierlain,  ov  W  inthrop 
tlooiUdl   house,  tue  birtlipkice  ol  ('apt.   I'.   A.  (oH.dtdl.      This  is  the 
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<  ;i  (.>V(Min|-  .M:ii'>li  |.l;ir.-  l.cmiM  t.y  .loliii  .M;ir<li.       A  lliilT  mile  oi'  iii(,j<* 
i>  tlir  Ci'lhir  I'l   tin-  iild  (  phicc.  Im-wiih  1  i  \  ,1  ( •]  ,1i 

M:i>(>ii.  'I'lierc  arc  no  more  lioii-i'-  iiiil  il  you  Imv  c  pa-^cd  t  lie  jiiuct  ion 
of         i-('a.<l  wilh  llx'  lii-hway  ri-<aii  \\  t-l\illr  bridu.'  h.  IWcakiicck. 

Now,  il  \  |tlt'a-<'.  we  w  ill  rciiii  ii  lo  ilic  liMir  I'oriici-s  at  Jiiiici 
(.rjWcsl  and  Sonlli  ^IrccH.  and  lal.c  tlic  rn;id  to  \\\'>t  \  i  I  If.  'riic 
fiy<\  lionsc  ot  an\'  anliijuily  is  tlir  dd-cpli  St('(lnian  Inai-c  now- 
owned  l»y  Ml"-.  I  >rlchanty .  (  1  )c>i  roycd  liy  lire  ^oon  al'h'i-  llii-  ai  lid*' 
\\as  read. )  'I'ln-  next  is  liir  l)i'irk  hou-^c  (d  liaxlcr  riinipton  in  w  hit  li 
Mannint;'  IMiniitton  now  rrsidr-.  r.a\H'i-  I'linipion  Imilt  il  in  Isi^S. 
nnikin--  tlx'  l«rifk  liinis(dt.  A  litilc  laiilitT  on  the  otiicr  -idcol  ihc 
road  is  (lie  liou-t'  wldrli  Simon  i'linipion  erected  in  \S]\).  Altei  his 
death  it  pa--cd  to  his  s,in.  John  I'.row  n  IMiniplon.  and  at  hi-  decease 
lo  Ids  widow  wlio  now  occnpie<  it. 

Tassini;-  tiie  hcanlitnlly  htcalcd  iai  tor)'  (d  tii<'  I.itchli(dd  Slnntle 
( 'onipany,  esiahlishcd  in  IS  k'k  t  he  road  w  i nds  a Ioiil:,-  t  he  ha -e  of  a  hi-di 
hluH'.  Oil  ihi>  hank  near  the  residemc  ol  tiie  late  1'.  I'\  l.itehli.dd 
stood  llie  old  .htiiallian  'I'ilVany  lioiise,  tornierly  o(Hii|iied  h\-  .Mr, 
Moore,  ('hcsler  Stone  li\ed  in  il  at  the  time  lii>  dan;;hter,  .Mrs.  dolm 
Mi-(  ireii'ory.  was  Ikh  ii.  The  hnildinu  w  as  taken  down  and  do-eph 
r.rackett's  (hvcllin;j,-  lai!  np  on  the  same  location.  ^'doe"  r.rackell 
and.  liis  hull  team  are  >till  within  the  memory  (d  inan\-  of  ns.  'riic 
black  l)nll  seiwinu'  on  ihe  e\iirc>s.  and  drawin;j,-  the  mail,  ami  taking' 
ihe  '"tow  n  lathei->"  ont  tor  a  ride  w  hiie  all  the  horses  were  down  w  ilh 
the  epi/ooti(.'  or  lior>c-,i;fippe  are  matters  (d'  loeal  liisior)'.  The 
( 'ooper  hoii-e.  oppo-ile  the  hlack-miih  -hop.  is  (piite  old  ImK  was 
nio\  I'd  t  lie  re  J'roin  i  I  sew  here.     It  is  -aid  lo  he  (.ne  ol  the       t  ei-  honves. 

\\  the  loot  ot  the  hill  on  the  r(*ad  leadini;-  sonth  Irom  Wesuille 
hrid^-e  ai'c  two  houses  that  ladoiii^cd  to  the  \\Csi\ille  (  oinpany. 
W  hen  ( '.  A.  !  Mc.-ser  ran  the  mill  al  ^^T-t\  ille  he  li\<'d  in  the  lowci'  <d' 
the  two  which  is  an  old  hoii-e.  'Ihere  Henry  Ih  I  )ressei-  was  I  x  nii. 
Tlie  otlu'i-  was  hiiilt  the  lather  of  Dea.  W.  1'.  INimpton  al)out 
(;r>  yea  I  s  a  L;o. 

The  tii  st  hnildini;-  on  t  he  ri^lit  a-  w  e  ^(»  up  t  he  hill  was  tlie  residenct? 
(d'  Ihe  late  S.  T.  ('nttini;'.  tornierly  owned  hy  dasoii  ('arpei  ier.  and 
hnilt  !»)•  lleaman  Stedman.  The  next  is  IIm'  ()|is  Masoii.  formerly 
I'dias  l''os|.'i'  jdace.  heiiiin  hy  I'letelier  t'o-tei'.  lather  of  Idias.  imw" 
occupied  hy  (  hai  les  M.  \  inl(m  a-  a  dairy  larm.  A  little  Ini  ilier 
alon^'  on  the  cast  side  is  th<'  line  dairy  fai'm  ol  tin'  late  Zenas  A. 
Marcy.  known  as  the  Tri-lam  S.  \\  lieeloek  place.  It  was  ])iircliased 
(d  llinxlale  I'oster  and  \\as  the  oriL:,inal  i)ea.  iMhvard  Fo-ler  [ilace 
dalin--  hack  to  17;:^  or  17-10.  Mr.  W  heekiek.  diuuinu-  for  a  cellar  to  a 
part  of  ilie  house,  toniid  the  old  c(dlar  with  wall-  in  u'ood  condition. 


1m1w:u-*I  Foster  wns  one  ol'  tin-  tir-1  dcUMt/is  ol  ilic  (.liin'ch  at  Siut- 
lie  c-oii-lrmit'd  llic  lir,-l  tlain  al  \\  t'sUillc  a  litllc  aliovc  tin- 
hrid^-c;  rciiinaiit s  of  it  aic  still  visililc  Fiii-llirr  on  up  llif  liill  i<  ilic 
l)lac'e  of  Aiuln'w  J.  IMiiiiptoii,  foiiii('il\  Loriiiij,-  I'Tuiipton's.  It  was 
l)ou^iit  of  Ali»ha  Fostri'.  The  pri'scnl  iiousr  was  Itinii^^iit  from  Slur- 
Itridgc.  Tlir  r«'lla!'  of  thf  old  i-'«»st<'r  d\\(dliii<;'  was  a  Irw  rods  fartlicr 
oil  the  oast  side.  Andrew  .1.  IMiiniitoii  was  Ixirii  Ik'I'c  al»<iul  70 
3'('ars  ;i<;(t. 

Jusl  heforc  wt-  <^('t  to  the  next  plaec  we  pass  the  ei(»ssi(>ad  riinniii;;- 
rasi  to  tlse  hriek  sclioolhouse  roaih  On  this  crossroad  was  tlio  Smith 
Fllis  house  w  here  rcri  y  daeksou  lived.  'l"he  [dace,  now  ow  ned  hy 
I  L.  W.  Curtis,  is  destitute  of  a  liouse.  ( )n  tlie  .loh  Hamant  map  of 
Slurhrid^e,  17'.)'),  I  lind  two  sawmills  and  a  t  rip-lianmier  shop  on 
llatehet  hi'ook  somewheic  in  this  locality.  dust  a  little  heyond  this 
erossrcKid  and  on  the  oppo>ite  side  is  the  house  of  Wilham  I'oster  who 
eommitt<'d  suieide.  Ilei-e  some  ,"•()  yeai's  ai;(»  lived  Schnylei' Speneer 
who  eondueted  funei'als  in  military  style.  Farther  south  is  liie 
('ah  in  Hardin;;"  |)laee  now  owned  l)y  Nathan  \.  daekson.  The  haek 
part  of  the  house  w:is  hrou;;ht  fiom  the  (dd  road  around  the  hase  of 
Halehet  Hill  hetween  tlu'  hill  and  the  jioiid.  It  was  at  the  hitter 
place  that  .Mrs.  doel  \\ .  MaiMde,  dauoluer  of  Calvin  Ihirdiii^-,  was 
horn.  The  region  ahout  llatc-iiet  would  ni.ake  an  ini ei'est ini;-  lield  tor 
stud\-  there  are  :i  innnl>er  of  deserted  house  spots  ahui^-  the  <dd 
road.  Also  the  rei^-ion  was  the  -;tam idiii;"  ground  of  the  Indians, 
pr(»hahly  :i  hranch  of  the  ancient  \i|imuck  Irihe — the  last  of  them 
perhai)S  hein^  half-hreed<.  (  apt.  F.  A.  ( ;oodeirs  i4i  eat-i;randtal her 
(jxtssihly  one  generation  ImMher  hack)  was  the  only  white  man 
present  at  the  hui'ial  of  the  last  chi<d  of  these  Indians.  They  made  a 
(•(unpac-t  with  him  thai  In-  should  Jiot  reveal  the  location  of  the  ^raNc. 
'!"he  ori;;inal  (ioodidl  place  is  a  little  over  the  line  in  \\dodst<nk. 
hoetor  P>i-adfor(h  father  (d  Dr.  ('arey  (".  liradfoid,  was  lor  many 
}'eai"s  fandl}-  physician  of  the  (;oo(hdls  and  u'ot  the  story  from  the 
mother  of  Asa  (oxKhdl.  Here  it  is  said  at  oui'  time  pidvisions  fell 
sIkuI,  and  the  hushand  started  with  ;i  ha;;'  o!  i;rain  on  his  hack  to  l;-o 
many  miles  to  the  nearest  ^ri-tmill.  leavin;;-  the  wile  and  small 
children  to  ^'et  alon;;-  as  hest  they  mii;ht  till  he  could  return.  :^o.in 
after  his  ih'parture  there  ctuue  a  severe  snow  stoiiu.  The  children 
were  harid'ooted  even  in  winter.  The  meal  was  ahnost  ^one  and  the 
storm  must  necessarily  dcday  th<'  hushand.  Toward  tdii,ht  the  cahin 
doiu-  was  [)ushed  open  and  three  Indians  entered  and  asked  for  food. 
'I'he  mother  there  alone  with  her  children  was  ;4reatly  friuiiteiied.  not 
knowin;>-  what  the  Indians  nd^ht  do;  hui  she  l)i-oUi^ht  out  the  little 
stock  of  meal  airl  made  them  some  i-akes.     Then  one  of  the  Indians 
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Ix'clvoiieil  t»)  ojie  of  tin'  cliildrcii  to  (.•oiiic  t<>  Iiiiii.  'I'Ih'  -(-iinmI  (.'liild 
(li-<'\v  Iciek,  Imt.  tlie  Iiidiaii  (juit'lsly  cnuLilit  ii  and  set  it  on  lii-  Isiirc 
Tlieu  »»ne  <»f  tlic  Iiuliaiis  drew  out  a  ^liarp  l;nilV  and  a  roll  ol  >kiii-, 
and  scttini;'  the  cliild's  loot  on  tlic'  skin  lor  a  pattern  lie  (.ait  oul  and 
niad<'  a  pair  of  A\arin  nnu-i-a^ins  for  the  litllconc.  'ihus  lie  did  a  No 
for  the  other  (.-liilth-en.  In  the  nioi-ninu'  tli<'  Indians  departe(l:  luir 
^vhat  were  the  fandly  to  do  in  the  >torni  withont  food'r  TIh'  Inishand 
heniij,'  detained  so  niueli  loni;('r  than  he  exiieeted  \\a<  in  uical  distre--; 
lest  he  nni;ht  lind  his  lannly  nearly  fanushed  on  his  return,  hut  they 
weie  not  left  without  pro\ision.  for  the  Indiair'-  returned  liiinuinu' 
rrarked  eorii  and  venison.  And  ai;ain  l  he\'  raine  hrin^iiiu more  fodd. 
It  was  thus  that  the  (;ood»dls  and  the  Indians  laTauie  fa-t  tiiend<. 
(  aptaiu  (ioodidks  mother  i-einend)ei-s,  when  a  little  girl.  (>[  l)ein^■ 
scared  \>y  eoniing  unexpectedly  upon  a  camp  of  the  Indian-  near 
liatohet  pond.  She  also  recollects  an  old  doct(»r  woman  (d  the  tril^e 
wlio  must  ha\'e  heen  nearly  100  yeai  >  old.  I  )r.  ('.('.  Bradloid"-  lai  her 
saw  the  last  wolf  that  was  dri\en  out  Jrom  Ilaieh.  i  Mill.  Thf 
farmers  who  had  been  lo-inu  -heep  tuined  oul  wiili  iiu/n  uoli-  .:<tA 
chased  the  animal  into  Woodstock  where  it  was  shot  l»y  a  .Mr,  Ihi^hec. 
The  doctor  liad  just  passed  the  spot  and  retui-ned  to  see  the  widf. 
Hatchet  Hill  in  those  days  was  infested  w  ith  l  att h'snak(^s.  ( )ne  of 
I  he  landowners,  desiring  more  jKistura.ge,  cut  a  tract  of  w(»ods  and 
left  the  fallen  trees  to  dry,  Aftei-  a  time  he  set  a  tire  all  ar(»und  the 
tract  and  burned  it.  As  tlie  lire  cdosed  in  there  was  a  gi'cat  huhlmt) 
anjong  the  snakes.  After  tlie  lire  lots  <){  rattle-  and  hojies  w<'rt,^ 
found,  since  which  time  it  has  ))een  safe  to  tra\(d  ahoul  the  hill. 

Leaving  the  Harding  place  the  n<'xt  is  the  widow  Hiram  Streeter"s, 
near  Reservoir  No.  H.  'J'his  is  the  Dwight  S.  Marcy  place,  hegun  liy 
Samuel  Ellis.  ]U\von<l  is  the  Alvin  Streeter  farm  owned  hy  the  heirs 
of  Lyman  (  liamherlain.  The  old  house  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
road  and  is  said  to  liave  heen  the  dwelling  of  Simeon  Mason.  Noah 
^lason,  fatlier  of  Simeon,  was  the  lii'st  settler  here.  The  Alvin 
Streeter  house  still  fartlier  on  has  heen  destroyed.  ('ontinuing 
on  nearly  to  Woodstock  line  wf  come  to  the  last  house.  This  is  the 
oi'iginai  Sti-eeter  place,  the  al)ode  of  Natlian  Streeter,  and  i>  now 
owaied  hy  the  Harrison  llarwood  heirs.  I  regret  that  I  ha\e  noi 
found  suttieient  data  from  which  to  write  a  moi-e  complete  history  of 
the  Foster  and  Streeter  houses  on  this  load. 

For  our  final  excursion  we  will  siait  fiom  Mr.  l)(dehaiity*s  at  the 
junction  of  .Main  and  South  Streets,  taking  in  (ilolie  Village  and 
the  McKinstry  neighborhood.  Next  the  Oakes  hou<e,  now  the 
IH'ojterty  of  Mv.  I)(de}ianty,  is  the  Doctor  S])oonei' house,  Thedoctoi* 
built  it.    He  was  an  exc(dle!it  physician  and  would  have  had  gicat 
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.success  except  for  one  unforliiii:iie  lialiit  u>  a  icsult  (>f  w  hich  he  Icll 
into  tiie  well  in  his  cellar.  An  adajttalion  of  the  old  ryhuic  ot  --i)!!!!;', 
(lon;^',  heir'  was  made  to  c(Hiniicuiorat<'  tlic  oceasicju. 

I'art  way  down  the  hill  on  the  north  side  of  Main  Si  reel  is  tiie  lar^c 
S(|uare  house  ot  tlie  late  Mrs.  .lohu  Chanihci  lain.  In  the  trout  yard 
ot  this  residence  stood  tin'  old  ()[i\cr  riiuiplitn  house.  It  is  one  ot 
our  oldest  luMises  aiul  now  stands  (»n  l  iiion  Street  next  to  (he  Idack- 
sinith  shop.  Mr.  l*iiuij)ton  opened  a  store  in  oiu-  ot  the  i(»ouis  ot  this 
house  in  171»1,  jU"ohal)ly  tlie  lirst  stcu-e  w  ithin  our  town  liniit>.  W  hen 
this  store  was  discontinued  Mr.  rruu[)l(Ui.  Doctoi'  \\  (dcotl  and  otheis 
started  the  st(ue,  het'ore  referred  to,  on  the  lot  hetw  een  I  he  rul)lic 
I.ihrary  and  (  '.  A.  Dresser  house.  ['resuniahl}-  the  ITuupton  house 
dates  considerahly  farther  hack  than  17i>i. 

At  the  coi'uer  of  Sa^'les  Street  on  the  site  of  Mrs.  (jileason's  house 
stooil  a  cider  mill,  and  wliere  Isaac  ().  An^ell  li\(.'s  (the  double 
cotta^T)  was  a  ])ond  hole.  The  brick  dwelling'  next  b(dt)W  the  -lames 
(iieason  house  was  built  by  the  Mamihon  Woolen  ( 'ouipan\-  toi' John 
iMhvards  liacon,  who,  with  the  a;4e]it,  Samuel  I.,  t'iske,  drew  the 
plans,  pro(Mired  material,  and  erected  the  bij>;  mill — then  the  largest 
of  its  kind  in  the  country — in  1s;M.  This  Mr.  IJacon  was  a  mill- 
wright wlio  came  to  Southbridi^c  in  1Sl!7  lo  put  in  a  ^\■ater-w  heel 
at  (  olumbiaii  mill.  lie  also  built  wheels  tor  Ki>kdale,  l)re<-er, 
(ilobe  and  Westville  mills.  'IMiese  weie  all  breast  wheels.  Mr. 
l>acon  was  a  ur;indson  of  Dea.  Daniel  Hacon  ot  (  harlton  and  his 
mother  was  a  dau^htei'  ot  John  ]']dwards  (d'  the  sau>e  placi'.  In  1821) 
Mr.  liacoxi  li\  ed  in  tlie  John  Smith  house,  opposite  the  I 'ni\ crsnli.-^t 
c-lmrch.  '("here  his  lir<t  wite  died.  lie  bei;an  keepiui;'  iiousi'  with 
his  second  wite  in  the  Captain  (  iemence  house  (»n  the  llau^erty 
e-tale  ojj  Hamilton  Street  in  IS.'jl.  In  ls;{2  he  removed  to  \\'estville, 
oi'cupyino-  the  house  <outh  <d'  \\esiville  bridge  in  which  (  he-ter 
A.  Dresser  bei;an  keepin;^'  house  in  iSl.'i.  (The  same  house  Avas 
the  home  of  Moses  riimi)ton  t(U-  a  short  tinui.)  Durin^•  Mv.  Bacon's 
occupancy  ot  the  brick  house  here  at  (ilobe  \' il la,i;'>'.  Austin  Sumner 
and  Win.  \\  ?dcKinstry,  who  then  kept  store  at  tlu'  (ilobe.  and 
•Adoliihus  .Meri  iam  ami  John  ( >.  McKinstry,  who  were  i.i  the 
comi)any\s  countin_i;-  room,  were  members  ot  his  family. 

On  tiie  bank  oi)posite  A.  H.  >Vheeler's  stoi'c  >tood  two  teneuu-nt 
lu)uses  of  the  tact(uy  company.  There  was  an  (dd  one-story  dw(  1- 
lin<i-  on  the  site  of  the  new  engine  inuisc  it  now  stands  tarthei-  back 
in  the  lot.  I  p  \^'est  Street,  before  you  (.-onie  to  School  Sii'eet.  was 
an  (dd  schoolhouse,  now  the  dwtdliui;-  ot  Miv'lia(d  ('«mnoi-.  The  [\vo 
houses  on  ('(oilier  Sii"eet  near  c()rner  of  School  Street  were  built  t)y 
,lohn  Porter  St.-dman  ab(»ut  00  years  a^o  and  S(dd  on  the  installment 
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plan  to  (  iiarlcs  and  .Ntscjih  (  '<»rcy,  the  luniicr  1akiii;i^-  tin- ^>ll('  at 
the  (.'(U'lier.  This  latter  caiiu'  into  iiosscssion  ol  SaiiiiU'l  I'lcniiaii  and 
is  now  tlie  honi*.'  (»!'  IIci  IhtL  S.  l^'itcman.  Tlir  old  house  at  the  soiuh- 
west  corner  oi'  the  iron  hiid^^e  was  onee  used  as  a  store,  John  (). 
.MeKinstry  hein^'  the  last  to  keej>  it.  Ahout  l>*o4  an  almost  sueeess- 
J  ul  attern|it  w  as  made  to  div  ide  Soul  hhi  idi^e.  A  jietition  w  as  sent 
asl^in<;'  the  le^islatuie  to  iiKorjxji'at e  (.lol»e  N'illa^'e  as  a  sei>aiate  town, 
tli<'  same  to  he  named  \\'asld)urn  in  honor  ot  iU>v.  ianory  ^V:lshhurn. 
The  Hamilton  W'ooh'ii  ('om[>any  j»aid  a  lar^c  |)ortion  (d  llie  taxes. 
!»ut  lelt  that  they  were  sniddted  by  the  centre  \illa^«'  politit-ians 
when  it  came  to  tlie  (juestion  ol  how  and  where  the  lax-mone_\'  shuuld 
he  spent.  The  (il(d»eites.  alter  mui-li  opposition,  had  suet-eeded  in 
seeurin^'  a  separate  postolliee  and  the  dow  n-iown  jteople  in  some  way 
«;-ot  it  diseontinued.  'I'his  was  "ihe  last  straw"  and  residted  in  the 
petition.  Who  ran  t(d!  what  c-han^es  w(»nld  liave  heen  wrought 
in  the  appearance  ol  the  two  \illa;j,es  liad  the  town  ot  \\'ashhui-n  Ix-en 
incorporatedy  At  this  time  Mcd\inst ry  hlock~))urned  in  ISSO — and 
(Jothic  Hall  were  the  only  husiness  blocks  at  the  (Jlohe.  In  the  base- 
ment of  the  former,  where  .lames  T.  .MeKinstry  carried  on  business 
f<tr  several  }ears,  .lames  (ileason.  \\.  A.  (Jleasoii  and  W  .  E.  Aldeu 
be^^an  a  <;rocery,  while  .hmies  (ileason  and  Anihew  Plimpton  liad 
a  dry  >i()otls  store  on  the  lloor  abo\e.  'I'hey  all  sold  out  after  a  little 
w  hile,  tind  .lames  (ileason  was  called  t(»  tal<e  c]iar<;e  (d  the  co-oi)eralive 
store,  Division  (JGl  of  tlie  l*rotective  I'nion,  in  the  basement  of  the 
huildin*^-  in  w  hich  A.  II.  NVhetder's  stoie  is  now  h)cated.  'J'his  became 
known  as  the  I'nion  stoi'e,  and  tiie  business  ^rew  and  expanded 
to  such  an  exteid  that  more  .room  was  a  necessity,  so  the  Hamilton 
Woolen  ('ompany  erected  llie  present  I'nion  block  for  its  accom- 
modation. All  of  the  lii-st  llooi-  was  iidended  I'oi-  use  of  the  i*ro- 
lecti\'e  I'nion.  In  oidei-  to  iM»nc-iliate  tlie  (ilol)e  people,  they  were 
allowed  to  i-eL;ain  their  postolliee,  and  I'oom  was  made  for  it  by 
partitioning'  niY  the  space  (»ccui)ied  b\'  the  stoic  the  late  W .  .1, 
Keith.  Andrew  .1.  Partridge  was  the  poslmastei-,  iollowcd  by  Mr. 
Keith.  The  I'liion  sloi-e  after  a  lime  came  into  j>ossession  td'  the 
(ileasons  wliei-i'  it  remained  till  the  recent  death  of  .lulius  S.  (;ieas<»n. 
In  tlu'  l»asement  (d  this  bloi-k  S.  Dres-er  started  in  tlie  hanlware 
business,  and  was  succeeded  by  K.  W  Lewis,  On  the  second  lloor  is 
I'nion  Hall  where  the  (^uineban^-  lloU icnltural  Society  held  it;* 
exhibitions,  and  the  ( iood  Templars  held  their  meetini;s.  "A  lli^ht  td' 
<tairs  led  fiom  t!ie  hall  space  to  the  attic.  \  trap  door  in  the  attic 
t»l»ened  directly  oNcr  the  centre  of  the  hall.  Here  in  the  attic  certain 
boys  oi  the  period  would  conc<'al  themsehcs  and,  I'aisin^'  the 
trap  do(.r  an  iin'h  or  so.  watch  the  |)roce»Hlin,L;s  of  the  (!ood  Tem])lars 


Iiclow.'"      (Tlii-  rciniihls  nil-  ol'  (•crtniii  ciiriiMi-  omt  llir  old 

\ciil  or  in  t  lie  1 1  Scliool  |-<  h  .m  \\  lirii  (  .  (  '.  l  '.  r-i  ri-  \\  ,i<  ]  ii  i  m  i  |  m  I .  j 
<)ii   the  s.'iiiic   lloor   witli    I  iiioii  ilic   I  I.-imlli  on  Wdolcn 

roiii|i;in\ "s  lilirai-y.  'riioiii:i>  W  liilalvt  r  lii  -l  liluaiian. 

Tiic  fact  thai  Williaiii  1  Mini  pi  on  (.1  M-illichl  -nl\  I  liv  ( i  !<  ,|  \\  al  cr 
l>ri\'ilt'i;-('  to' lii-  -on  (  .rr-.lM)ni,  lia>  UmI  -omc  lo  -iipiio-c  i  hal  ihc-aid 
William  came  Iutc  as  an  early  -cllicr.  hut  l!ic  snpixi-it  ioii  larK> 
CNidciK'f.  'I'lir  land  llni-  liou-ht.  lot  -J].  lMd(.ni:v,l  i,,  hwi-lii. 
oi  iLiinai  |U  oi)i  i('ior.  and  ttdl  to  his  danulit-T.  w  i  1  <•  o T  W i  11  iani  I'liniii- 
t(tii.  In  1S12  the  tndy  im|(id\ cnicni  (d  ilii-  waicr  lM•i\il(■^■(■  wa-, 
a  ^-i-islinill  and  a  lin-rcd-oil  mill  lu-ar  tlic  nortliwc^i  cud  (d  the  bridi;!' 
on  tlic  south  .-iilf  hT  Siuihriduc  i-oad,  and  a  -awniill  on  the  north  >ifh> 
)u-t  cast  of  the  <dd  null  now  -landin--  al  I  he  end  id  i  he  lu  id^c.  The 
lir-^t  dam  \\a<  alioui  1()(^  rod-  aho\r  the  hiuh  dam.  I  he  makini;-  »d  oil 
Irom  llax-ccd  wa-  l)ci;un  hy  (  apt.  (icr-lioni  riimploii.  (.lol.c  \  ill  im- 
L;'ot  it-  nami"  from  thr  (.lohc  Ma  nulact  niini^-  ('oniiianw  i  nfoi|  lora  i  cd 
ISI  I.  Tht'  old  mill  in  w  hit-h  Ihi-  company  hc^an  .-lood  on  ilic  -lie  (,r 
the  print  worlds  at  norlhN\'e<t  cornel'  (d  the  l.ridu'c.  The  (dd  mill 
at  northeast  corner  was  huilt  in  islT). 

'I'lie  Methodists  Iieoan  to  hold  meelin,L;^^  in  tiie  old  <choolhou.-.-.  that 
stood  oi\  L.  W.  Cuitis"  Iroiii  lawn,  in  ls;-;2.  and  or^aid/ed  as  a  church 
in  h^;!l.  In  ls;;s  the  cliuich  hired  the  wax  d- .-oil  i  ji--  i-ooni  in  iheolil 
mill  where  the  priidwork-  -land-.  There  L'alph  I. yon  oeca-ionai  1  \- 
pi-cached.  (Jettin--  wai'mcii  u|»  with  his  di-eouise  he  would  -(-me- 
tinn-s  pull  olf  his  coat,  in  ]s\{)  the  chnri  li  nntvcd  into  ihe  \\ea\-e- 
room  in  the  -ceond  story  <d  the  old  null  at  the  iioiiheasi  corner 
(d'  Ihe  hrid^'c.  slayinu'  then'  uniil  iheii-  church  edifu-e  wa-  creeled 
in  ]X\'A.  >\  here  the  count  in-  room  ol  i  he  mill-  now  daiues  ( ile.r-on 
hail  a  planiiii;-  mill.  liei-e  al-o  was  i),,.  hirihplace  oj  Hie  \\C>i\il|o 
-imtl  le  husi)iess. 

Now  we  will  turii  tin-  corner  liy  ( .  lea-on"-  s|  ore.  cross  the  l)iid"c. 
and  pau-<'  tor  a  moment  Jusi  oppo-iie  ihe  hiu'  ndll  at  the  coiner  o|  ihe 
-treet  on  which  the  hrick  row  huilt  ls:;i;--i-,  located.  l!ci-r  in 
Ihe  street  in  tronl  ol  the  l)!ick  hou-e  m'are-i  the  mill  \  on  -ee  pinnp 
and  near  the  other  corn<'i'  a  hii;-  tdm.  Mere  -lood  the  old  Majoj- 
Samu(d  i'd>l^e  hou-e.  IJeuliell  I'd  li-  -el  t  led  hci-e  ai  <omr  l  ime  pre\ious 
to  ITal.  we  hidic\e  the  stalemeni  ih.ii  Aarim  Maiim  wa-  ilic 
jiioiieer  liei-e  is  incorrec-i.  as  Martin  li\i'd  on  i  i-ke  Mill  and  was 
drowned  in  ;it  I  taiipl  ini:'  to  I'orii  the  (^)uiiiehan-  duriim  the  <prini;' 
Ihiods  of  17.')]  at  a  point  east  (d'  I  he  -hull  le  -hop  and  neai'  the  larni  of 
Maitniii,!;'  I'limptoii.  Mi'.  Mariin"<  widow  married  K'eidien  Idlis, 
A\liich  wanild  act'ouid  lor  the  error.  The  i'dlis  |)lace  Idl  into  the 
hands  of   Major   f'iskc.      I    pre.-ume  ihil   \  einey  f'i-ke— who  huili 
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till'  lioii.-c  in  \\'liicli  lit'  known  as  tlic   Ih-ni-y  ('larkc  jilacc, 

at  tilt'  I'orl;-  of  tlir  road  as  you  |ias<  o\im-  DirsxM-  Hill  Iruiii  tlu' 
(ilohc — was  horn  in  tlii-  old  lioii^c  'I'lic  lioii-c  was  iii(»\fd  to  llic 
so\itli  si(U'  of  K'i\('r  SiiciM  w  ln'rc  il  was  hurncd  a  It'W  year.-  siiu-c.  ilui 
(Hdlar  still  hcin^-  Nisihlc.  'j'lic  l.arn  (d  the  Sannud  l''i>l;c  place  i-  .>lill 
standini;-  in  Ihf  yii'tl  o|  tin'  ilamillon  W  (»:)hMi  (dnipany. 

iU'lurnini;  to  .Main  Sfrcct.  wlifrt-  Aldcn"s  l)lot'k  stands  at  the  lan  iuT 
of  ricasanl  Street,  (iershoni  riinipton.  urandtai  hci-  ofMosr<  IMinip- 
fon.  lie;^an  a  years  alter  iii-  aiaixal  liei-e  from  Medlitdd  in  \7'>'.i. 
lie  was  i;reat-i;reat-urandson  ol  .lohn  riinipton  who  canie  from 
I'ln^land  in  Ki.'il)  and  wa<  (.-aptured  l»y  tin'  Indian-  in  Deerlield  and 
taken  to  llie  Lake  <  liainplai ii  icuion  where  he  was  hiu'iied  at  the 
stak<'.  The  old  mansion  house,  ^really  enlarged,  was  transioriiii'd 
inlo  a  hotel,  Uershoiii  i'limpton  and  his  s(ui,  Capl.  (Jersiioiii  IMimp- 
t<Mi.  [(i-opiietoi's.  Another  metamoridiosis  and  tlie  rrnni)ton  hot(d 
lieeame  the  nien"s  lioai'diiiL;-  liou-eof  the  Hamilton  \\'(»(den  <  ompany 
and  was  under  ehaiu'e  of  (ieoii^e  A.  I)res>ei-.  The  woimMfs  hoai'diti^ 
houx'  was  opposite  Dr.  ('ui  tis*  house  on  i'leasant,  SU'eet. 

A  little  l)eyon<l  Pleasant  Street,  on  the  north  side  of  St  urhrid^^'e 
road  is  the  Daniel  Newell  house  where  .\or\al  Newell  now  lixt's. 
('apt.  Samuel  Newell  huilt  the  (dd  L  ahout  12")  years  ai;"o.  near  the 
elo<e  <d'  the  Ke\o!ution.  and  in  it  ahout  100  years  aL;'o  he  manu- 
faetured  I'akes,  eii!])loy ini;'  se\eral  hands  during;'  the  winter  and 
;j,()inL;'  out  aiiKUii;'  the  fai'iners  fo  sell  his  wares  in  the  summei'.  The 
iroiit  pai  t  of  th<'  iiou-e  was  huilt  ahout  UO  years  ai;().  Here  (Jovcrnor 
.Marey  eanie  while  eourtini;'  his  lii'st  \\ife.  'I'he  eellar  under  the  1.  is 
\-l  feet  deep.  In  the  L  aie  tw«>  hriek  ovens  and  the  old  set  kettle. 
()\('rliead  aie  the  hiu  heaiiis.  and  |iosts  at  the  sides.  One  ol'  tlie 
dotns  is  made  of  a  sinule  hoai'd.  ()ne  day  <'apt.  Samuel  Newell, 
(ier^liom  rrmi[»ton  and  Samuel  Piske  went  lishin^-,  and  having- 
'•lisherman's  luel;"'  they  nave  up  lishini;-  and  heij,an  di^-^-ini;-  up  trees. 
I'^aeh  mari'hed  home  with  a  youni;'  elm  on  his  shouldei'.  'l"he  hi^'  elm 
in  trout  of  the  Newell  liome-tead  is  one,  the  tiiu,'  old  elm  in  the  street 
near  (he  pump  where  Mv.  I'i^ke  dwelt  i<  another.  Tlu'  t'  ird  elm 
stood  near  the  Plimpton  hotel  and  was  killed  hy  lii-e  when  the  l)arii 
s(»utheast  <d'  the  hotel  was  hurned.  The  old  painting;'  hy  .\le\aiider, 
now  in  the  Puhlie  Lihrai-y,  sh<tws  thi<  rei;ion  in  part.  The  laii;e  elm 
and  the  Loml>ai-dy  p(tp!ars  in  front  of  the  (dd  PkmptiMi  .Man-i(tn  and 
the  terraced  uarden  exti'iidini;'  easteidy  to  the  hanlv  of  the  (^>uineh;iui;- 
must  ha\e  made  a  jtretty  [)ietui-e. 

'I'liree  houses  on  the  south  side  <d  Sturhrid;;*'  road  were  huilt  as 
much  as  SO  oi-  !I0  years  auo.  In  the  l)rii'l;  house  opi>osite  the  Newell 
plaee  NNilliaui.  tat  liei- of -lohn  A.  MeKin-try,  lis  ed  in  ls;{(;.    The  lari;-e 
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ln>U>c  next   \\f>l  <ir  i1m-  liiicl-;  mn'  ;i  hotel  ;iMil  I      n  I  i  1 11;  Ikhi-i-. 

L(';i\i!iL;'  IIm'  ih'W  St  uriirid- >■  roiid  nml  (lri\iii-'  llir  hill,  we  foiiit- 
to  a  liotisr  now  occupied  hy  -loliu  I  a  I'f  ( 11 1  i;i  r.  'i'hi-  ha-  hccii  Kiio\\  11  a-- 
the  'I'hoiua-  I  lardiuu'.  Xalliau  liai-diim  and  Ncwrll  Ilardiiiu'  plat  <■. 
Here  .1 011a than  rcrry  huiU  in  I7;!s.    'I'hc  old  liou-.c      -  luiniod  in  1  >()."). 

Now  let  \is  return  and  dri\  e  alon^:,-  IMea^anl  St  icel .  At  the  n«irih 
\Mid  ol  ihe  [Measure  I'ond.  on  the  lawn  in  (Void  -il  the  rcMdence 
<d'  Dr.  L.  \\'.<'urti-.  \\a>  a  -ch(Hdhou.-e  to  which  rtderence  ha-  l.eeii 
made.  I  lldnk  it  \\a-  nmxcd  to  the  nei^■h !  toi'ho(  id  ol  i;i\er  M  reel 
school.  'I'he  liou-e  (d  hi'.  Cuili-  \\a-  elected  lleni'v  IMIniplon 
in  \s:U\. 

Now-  we  will  cro->  .M(d\in-lr\  hrook  and  continue  our  way  out 
to  the  rro\d.-iu-  .McKiii-tiy  place  on  I'lea-an!  Si  reel.  William 
.M(.d\in>try  came  to  ihi<  country  on  a  Id  it  i-li  man-ol-w  a  r  al)oui  I7ls. 
Ila^ini;■  hecn  rou^■hly  treated  on  the  \  oya;L;c  he.  willi  a  com|»anioii. 
de-;erl<'d  at  lioslon.  'I'hey  made  their  w  a  \'  aci'o--  count  i\.  tra\i'lini:' 
i)y  nii;iU  to  escape  arrest  and  ,-lcepini;-  hy  day  under  hay-lack.-  or  in 
\\liatc\('r  place  alldrded  conceahncnt.  At  one  place  tliey  were 
I'riu'hteiied  at  the  |ii-o\inniy  ol  a  ioad  in  the  walk  it  hein^-  ihe 
(irsi  one  they  had  .-ecu.  Tliey  th(Cl^■lll  il  wa-  swelling-  its  tiiroal 
pi-eparat (»ry  to  ejcctini;'  poi-ou.  .Mi-.  M(d\i!r-try  m:ide  hi-  wa\  t(> 
SturhridL;'e--then  Xcw  Medlield  -and  slept  liie  Hi-t  ni-]it  undei'  ihe 
hMlu'c  ahout  .")()  rods  east  of  tlie  iiou-e  now  occupied  hy  I'k  II.  I'aiward-. 
(ier-!iom  IMimpt(Ui  i;a\('  tlie  youu'^'  man  employment  tor  a  lew  ycai-<. 
He  and  a  companion  made  a  ^'dui;--oui ""  a  lamt  w  here  I  he  1  la  rn  .- 1  a  nd- 
on  the  l-'raidv  M(d\insl  ry-- -now  l\dward---  [dace.  So(/ii  he  huilt  a  Iol;' 
t'ahin.  ahout  10  i-ods  u(U-thwc-t  (d'  the  I 'i-ono.-i  11-  .Mc  l\in-tiy  hou-c, 
near  the  [nUKk  I'diou^h  (d'  the  cellai-  remain-  lo  mark  ihe  -pot.  I  he 
-ee(»n(l  dweirmu'  wa>  Imilt  on  the  l^raidv  .M(d\in-try  place.  Theidd 
part  still  ri'inain-  allhoiiuh  much  cnlai-cd.  Here  W  illiam  .M(d\iii- 
stry-— son  ol'  Wd  1 1  iam-- was  horn  in  !7'.d.  and  the  hmr-e  had  then  I  ecu 
-.tandin_i;-  lor  (pnle  a  while 

John  M(d\in-tr).  hrolhci-  id'  William  -Jiid.  elected  t  he  hou-c  ol  1  he 
late  rro\-osiu-  M(d\instry.  The  (uiulnal  wa-  de-iroyed.  hui  ilie 
dwelliuii'  now  standiiiL;'  wa-  there  when  John  A.  Me|\iii>ii\  wa-- 
a  ,-mall  hoy,  and  mu<l  li;i\-e  -tood  there  lielweeii  7i>  and  SO  \car,- 
at  h'a-t. 

Silas  .M(d\iii-I  ry,  hi-other  (d'  .hdin  and  W  ildani.  hid  It  iieaiU-  opp(i-ite 
tlie  .lanu'.-  McKiir-l  ry  place.  This  wa-  hurned  ahoul  do  \a'ar>  a^o 
and  rehuill  on  the  [)rc.-ent  site.  Ahou!  a  mile  t  rom  rroxoxiii-  McKin- 
stry">.  on  the  road  to  I'.a  r(d  ool i-  the  A^mo-  ()akes  lioii-c.  md 
l)ey(»nd  that  wa-  the  ahode  (,['  rder  hu-ar  which  ha-  cea-ed  t(»  e\iv|. 
The  Oakes  h.  ii-e  mu,-t  heo\ei  100  year-  old.     John  A.  .Mcl\iii-ir\"s 
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lalluT  hoii^'lit  holli  llicsc  t;n-iiis  nml  died  in  the  ( );ilx('S  li«m«',  wliicli  is 
now  llic  i»r«>)itM'ty  <»i  Austin  Sliciciril.  'I'lic  I'ctcr  I)ui:,;ti'  L'tnii  was 
l)t_';j,'Uli  I)y  <'liari<'s  l)ii;^ai'  nnIiosc  latlicr  l)aiiit'l.  a  I'lfiicliiiia  ii,  caim; 
Ironi  \()\a  Sc(»tia  t<t  cscaiic  lidni  lakihL;-  iiart  in  llic  old  I- rcm  li 
\\;iv.  Col.  Moses  Marcy  ItidVicndcd  tliis  exile,  alloxsini;'  liini  a  lialiiia- 
tion  ill  a  i)ait  of  liis  mill.  Il(»stilities  liaxini;'  ceased  lieiwceii  I'lanec 
and  I'Ji^iand,  Daniel  with  lii-^  t'andly,  except  Cliaries,  returned  lo  the 
]iro\inees.  (  Iiarles  eonld  not^  l»e  [tei'snaded  to  ;j,'o  with  them,  hi-i 
heart  lia\inii'  heeome  entani;led  with  the  all'eetioiis  (d  .Mi^s  .^arah 
Clmhl),  to  whom  lie  was  m.arried  in  17(17. 

('ontinumu'  on  our  A\ay.  near  l>ai-(doot  ('oi-iier*'  was  tlie  phuc  <d 
.htiiathaii  ( 'lemeiiee,  lather  (d  l)aniel  I),  (  jenienee.  'I'lie  lioii-e 
is  «;-one.  Now  let  us  retui'ii  lot  he, lames  .Mel\insti-y  plaee  and  drive 
up  over  the  t(»p  of  Dresser  Hill.  W'e  will  stop  a  tew  minute-  to 
ins|HH'r  the  line  sloek  harns  and  dairy  of  lion,  (ieoi-u'e  L.  ('lenience. 
Here,  also,  we  find  !  he  llar\  cy  (lenience  liouse,  <»ile  of  the  old  d  W(d- 
liugs  (d'  the  town.  We  must  not  foii^cl  to  ])au<e  at  the  summit 
and  take  in  that  eharmim;'  \iew  of  town  and  c(niutry  ^\llich  lies 
spread  out  Ixd'ore  us.     \N'e  jia\(^  now  cirtded  "'riie  (ihdx'." 

lint  hy  t]ii<  time,  no  (h.uht,  most  of  our  ]>arty  aie  I horoui;]ily  tired, 
and  as  (uir  tour  (d'  heautiful  old  Soul hl)rid;;<,'  is  completed  we  will 
I'eturn  to  oil!'  first  startiiii;"  jjoiiit  and  dismount.  If  in  si-nie  ways  this 
slvcteh  is  unsatisfactory  to  you  it  i<  no  less  so  to  the  wi'iter.  No 
douht  many  facts  of  interest  have  heen  omitted.  Hut  if  lliis  aiticle 
shall  pi-oNc  to  he  the  means  of  preserN  in^-  the  hK-atimi  id'  some  (d'  our 
ancestral  homes  the  writer  will  he  satislied. 
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lively  ("hi  house  that  meets  the  eye,  vj\\>  h»  the  miiul  many  meiiid- 
ries.  su;^i;es|s  iiumhei'less  historic  |M)ssihilities,  furnishes  much  loud 
for  the  retrospective  imau-inat iou.  Around  tiioni  all  ehistei'  i)i-ie(di'ss 
rennuist'cnees, 


In  h)okin^-  up  ihe  s\d>)eet  <>i  the  ohl  houses  of  StU!-l)rid^-e,  I  lind 
that  tliere  are  tiv<'  distinet  t}p«'s;  o|  these  t  wo  are  einumon,  two  are 
rai-e,  and  the  last  one  \inusual.  I  allude  tirst  to  the  i)lain  two-stoi-y 
front,  with  the  lean-to  adde(l  to  tlie  rear,  often  extending'  nearly  to  the 
;^'round.  .Mr.  ('onant  '^howed  two  sueh  houses  in  his  heautilul  illus- 
tiations  <d'  «d(l  1  Midley.  \\'e  Ikinc  only  t  wo  of  this  style  at  present  in 
.Si urhridj^e ;  (Uic  of  Ihem  is  on  the  I'nion  road  ahout  two  and  a  half 
ndli's  from  the  e<'ntre,  and  is  owned  hy  Tatriek  Ktdley.  This  house 
was  huilt  at  least  one  hundi'ed  years  ai;-o,  hy  the  lirsi  (iould  Towne,  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  a  Ncry  stroni>-  man.  'I'he  ot  h«'r  house  of  i  his 
style  is  on  llie  road  w  hieli  crosses  tlie  upper  end  (d  l.oni;-  I'ond.  and 
oeeu])ied  by  Mr.  Julian.  It  was  l)uiit  h\  K\\  Marsh,  the  i;reat  1^  aml- 
iather  of  Mi',  l.iiierty  Allen,  who  is  himself  now  ninety-one  years 
old.  This  house  mu-t  he  one  hundred  and  titty  year~  (dd.  and  i«;  still 
w  tdl  pres»'rv<'d. 

\\v  have  a  nundx'i-  of  liouses  of  the  >tyle  icnowii  as  tlie  ^amhrel 
roof.  One  of  which  is  near  Mr.  Kelley"s.  <ui  the  ('nion  road,  ami 
occupied  hy  .Mr.  (;ill>ei-t  I. etcher.  This  hou>e  which  is  in  a  lairly 
^•ood  condition,  was  l)uilt  h\-  ('apt.  Tliny  freeman,  and  here  lie  and 
his  son,  Silas,  made  ox-yokes  and  ox-s1»hIs  in  th<'  old  da3  >.  Aimther 
very  old  liouse   >[  thi>  type  stands  at  the  upper  eiid  (d'  Fi^^lvdale  near 


'A\'itli  their  oi-chai'ds  and  UM^adowK. 

And  deep  lanuled  \\ildwood-, 
And  all  t  he  lo\ cd  s|)ots 

That  oui-  iiifaiu'v  knew 
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Ihc  stone  hlocl;.  .laroh  Allen,  one  ot  the  tii-,~|  s<Mllei  -  ol  l"i>i;(l;(le, 
hnilt  ;in<i  owned  it  lor  several  years  atlei-  .Mr.  .lo-iali  I'i>]<e  had  Imilt, 
the  mills  and  many  lion.-es  in  the  villaue.  Mr.  I'i^ke  ohiccted  to 
danein^;'  in  \n<  lion-es  hnt  .L'd-:e  Allen""  did  not.  and  here  one  of 
our  (ddest  eili/eir-.  now  ii»  lii-  ninel  \  •  li i  -t  year,  went  to  a  dance 
nearly  se\ cut  y-li \ c  years  a^o.  It  w  as  ealli'd  an  (dd  house  then.  It 
still  stands  willi  its  sturdy,  synunet  lieal  outline^,  a  niouinnent  to  the 
rhorouuli  huiider  ol' a  [»ast  ;;eneral  ion. 

On  the  northern  sioj)e  (d  Walkei'  Mountain,  (Ui  the  we-t  >ide  of 
Lake  'I  anta.-<iue,  stands  another  old  house  ot  t his  deseript ion.  w  hich 
was  huilt  l»y  Nathaniid  \Valker  'Jnd,  quite  one  hundi'ed  and  tN\enty- 
live  years  a,i;'o.  'I'lie  lirst  Xatlianitd  settled  at  the  iKU'tli  end  ot  the 
lake,  in  tlie  \alley  hidow.  while  his  s(m  huilt  his  house  on  the  side 
hill.  It  was  sadly  nei;iccted  lor  many  years,  and  wa<  in  a  \ery 
dilapidated  c(Uidition.  \intil  it  was  ))oui:,ht  hy  Mr.  Saundci--.  who  ha-- 
im[)ro\('d  it  mucli  and  ^iNcn  it  a  new  !ca-e  ol'  lite.  It  i-  lortuiiate  lor 
our  old  houses  and  tor  the  conmiunity  in  which  they  are  located, 
11'  they  lail  into  the  hands  ol  men  w  ho  aie  w  illing'  lo  d<»  -ouieihinu  to 
arrest  th<'  (hwaslatin;^,'  hand  (d  time,  and  keep  them  in  i^ood  re|)air. 
Such  I  am  i;lad  to  -a}',  has  hecn  the  ca^e  in  many  iir^^taiices  in  Siur- 
hriduc 

A  in  )t  her  iiUeiest  ini;-  old  liou.-e  ( d  t  his  st  y  le  stands  mu'tli  <d  the  Com- 
mmi.  a  little  (dl'tlK'  ('harlt(m  road.  It  ^tood  lormerly  in  \\lial  is  now 
the  (.'cidre  (d' our  noi'th  cenu'lerw  w  here  it  was  Imilt  l)y  Naac  (  hilds. 
dr.  His  lather  huilt  t  he  house  nowoi-cupied  h\  Mis.  LamI).  .\<'arl\' 
a  hundred  ye;irs  a^'o  there  li\t'd  hei'e  one  <  liency  Allen,  w  ho  was  tlu' 
horse-trader  of  the  town,  a  noted  charactei'.  always  ready  I'or  a  trade. 
He  kept  line  saddle  horse-,  which  he  used  lo  let  to  the  otlic-ers  <,{  the 
militia  c(»mpa!iies  to  ride  on  muster  and  traininu'  day-.  !t  is  said  that 
he  oiu'e  trade<l  I'or  a  hmse  w  hich  was  nearly  minus  n  caudal  append- 
a^'e,  and  lie  actually  spliced  a  new  lail  on  to  the  aidmal.  chanucd 
its  color  in  some  places,  and  s(dd  it  ttack  to  its  tornu'r  ownei-  ai  an 
ad\anced  price,  thus  aide-dalini;'  l)a\id  Haium's  tricl:  hy  a  i;-ood 
many  year-.  Thi-  house  was  nioxcd  down  at-ross  the  lots  to  its 
present  location.  It  is  w(dl  kept,  has  a  synunet  rical  I'ool,  i>  ow  ned 
hy  a  mcMuher  ol'  this  society,  and  hids  laii'  to  last  many  \('n!">. 

\^'e  (.'ome  now  to  the  more  connuon  low  onc-stor\'  hou-es,  ^\  hich  wc 
liiid  in  all  i»ails  of  the  town.  One  of  the  (ddest  of  thi>  kind  -lands  at 
the  extreme  upiier  end  <d  Msloiale  and  is  a  paii  (d  the  hou<e  }iow 
oeeui)ied  hy  Mr.  Liherty  Alleii.  It  was  huilt  i'y  his  ^rand-lather, 
.\l)ner,  moi'e  than  one  hundred  and  lilty  yi-ars  au'o.  The  hnue  lindiers 
in  it  are  thre<'  times  as  lar^c  a>  woidd  he  u>ed  now.  It  an-wiM-  the 
pur[»ose  of  -AW  ell  and  will  la-t  nniny  yeai'S  yet. 


Aiioilicr  \('i-v  old  lioiisc  ol  tlii>  -lyle  >1:iih1.<  ikmiIi  ot  tluMMHiiiuon 
on  the  ('liurltoii  road  and  is  tlie  (•o!nl'ortal)l»'  lionic  ot  one  of  our 
oldest  c'iti/cns,  Dea.  Cliarlt's  Fuller.  This  house  was  ])uilt.  ]>y 
.losliua  Xicliols  iMoi'c  than  oiu'  luiiidrcd  years  ago,  and  stood  at 
a  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  north  end  of  Lake  'I'antas(iu(\  After 
ha\ing  served  as  tlie  home  lor  a  lar;^e  family  of  l»oys,  it  was  moved 
I»y  lvs((.  Koswell  Wai'ner  to  its  present  loc-ation  neai  ly  ninety  Aears 
a<;-o  and  \vas  occupied  hy  .Mr.  \\'arncr  until  he  had  built  the  house 
.acroKS  the  road,  siiu-e  ow  ned  hy  Dr.  iJeed.  Dea.  i-'uller  has  lived  in 
this  liouse  for  sixty-five  years,  wiih  the  exception  <d  two  years, 
when  he  was  out  ol'  the  slate. 

In  the  south  pait  of  the  town,  in  a  charming-  location  overlooking 
the  (^)uinehaug  riv<'i\  we  tind  anotliei-  old  house  l^nown  as  the  ('ai)tain 
Lyman  M(»i'se  |dace.  'This  house  was  huilt  al)out  one  liundicd  and 
tilteen  yeai-s  ago  liy  tlie  tirst  Samuel  Moise,  the  father  of  Captain 
Lynuui,  who  livetl  tlu-re  all  his  life.  That  he  was  an  ecceidric  gentle- 
man with  a  will  <d'  Ins  own  is  ^ho\\'n  hy  the  following  instane"'.  lie 
owned  a  s(piare  jx'w  in  the  ( "ongreg;it  iona  1  church,  .and  was  unudi 
opl)osed  to  these  being  changed  to  tlieii-  present  shape;  lie  N'owed 
that  if  they  were  changed,  lie  would  ncNcr  st<'p  his  foot  inside 
the  chui'cli  again,  and  he  never  did.  is  a  vein  (d  lead  or  Thei-e 
plumlKigo  on  this  |»!ace  and  (  aptain  Moise  irsed  to  blast  out  (pain- 
titles  of  it  in  the  fall  of  the  yeai-  and  pound  it  with  a  mortar  and 
pestle,  oi'  get  it  ground  at  the  IMimpton  gi'ist  mill  wlien  he  could, 
then  do  it  uj)  in  pound  packages  and  peddle  it  alxmt  the  country. 
Tliai  was  the  tirst  application  of  lead  f(»r  sto\e  polish  that  1  ever 
Ix'ard  of,  l)ut  it  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  two  other  nn-n  of  the 
sause  name,  in  another  part  of  the  state,  should  have  had  the  same 
idi'a.  and  have  mad<'  a  tortune  and  a  national  reputation  fr(im  the 
Kising  Sun  Stove  Tolish.  This  (dd  house  begins  to  show  (he  ellecls 
<d  age  but  it  has  recently  become  the  pidjjerty  i>\'  a  pi-(»gressi ve 
Sout  hln'idge  gent  leman.  and  will  no  doubt  so(m  be  iinj)rov  t'd. 

Several  old  houses  in  the  south  pari  of  the  town,  have  beoi  buriu'd 
or  moved  away.  A  fiiumus  old  house  known  as  thedephtha  I'linip- 
ton  place  was  'oiirned  a  lew  years  ago.  It  was  built  by  .lephtha's 
father.  dauH's  riimpton,  who  came  l((  Sturbridge  from  Loxlxu'o 
in  1770,  and  bought  besides  a  larg<'  traet  <d'  land,  the  water  i)rivilege 
now  in  u-e  by  Mi-.  Hyde's  box  shoj).  Mr.  IMimpton  olaldished  the 
tirst  saw  an<l  grist  mill  known  in  this  part  td'  the  t-ountry,  and  this 
was  managed  by  his  sons,  dephtlia  and  Ziba,  for  many  yeaivs. 

Another  old  house  stood  on  wliat  was  known  as  the  Silas  >Lirsh 
place.  This  was  the  home  u\  an  interesting  fandly  (d'  niiu'  Marsh 
dauiihters  all  of  v  hom  m.arried.  some  o|  w  )io-e  husbands  w  ere  pr<»ini- 
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iK'iit  men  ill  tlic  town.  'I'lic  story  i-^  \*>\t\  tlial  Mr.  .Mar-li  would  -t;nt 
)-ii;lit  <»r  his  i^irls  oil'  to  church  on  Siiiul;iys,  on  liorsc  h;u'k.  oii 
;i  horse,  and  toHow  them  with  hiiiisclt  and  his  wile  on  another  horse. 
Such  a  ca\ah"ide  a<  that,  i;-oinL!,-  to  chui-cli  nowadays,  \\'t>uld  ceriaiidy 
create  a  sensation,  'I'his  lious<'  \\a<  nio\ed  to  (Uolie  N  ilhii^e  and  now 
<tands  al  tlie  end  «d'  the  street,  north  ot  I.eClair's  store. 

Another  h»»use  winch  stood  south  ot  the  Marsli  |dac<-  wa>  the 
'ra\h»r  house  wliich  was  nio\('<l  into  tlie  limits  <d  Southl»ridu('.  and 
is  now  the  home  (d  .Mr.  .\ndrew  d.  riimpton.  Still  another  liou^e. 
wld(,'li  stood  on  the  l  inon  road.  l<.nown  as  the  James  (  ouii'don  liou-e. 
was  ino\('d  to  (ilohe  N'illauc  Tims  we  see  that  tlie  juocess  o|  tear- 
inii'  down  Sturhridii'e  to  huild  up  Sout hhrid^f  was  he^un  h)n^'  ai;'o. 
It  is,  liowe\er,  oidy  justice  to  say  that  scxcral  Soulldiridii-e  ^'entle- 
men  have  u-one  iido  our  Ix'autilul  ,ui-o\cs  and  heside  the  still  waters 
(t|  our  lal-:es.  ha\e  huilt  ejeoaid  cottages,  wliicli  in  h(»th  nund)ei-and 
\alue  lar  exceed  those  which  haxc  l)een  talvcn  away. 

We  now  come  to  the  jilain  Iwo-story  sty le  of  houses,  without  any 
preteiisicuis  to  arclntecl ure,  sonu'  huiu  and  narrow  and  some  nearly 
s(|uare.  One  ot  tlie  nn)st  important  ot  this  kind  is  (»ur  old  hotel,  and 
if  I  will  he  allowed  to  use  a  few  wcuds  which  my  muse  iet  loose 
on  another  occasion  prodiKM^l.  1  would  s;iy 

( )ur  (dd  hot<d  I  lor  full  one  hundred  years  .and  more, 

\  iwi  lia\<'  nestled  there  l>enealh  tho>e  trees.  .  - 

.\n  ancient  landmark  lor  all  tliec(»uidi"\  round. 

in  thy  youth  was  heard  the  I'atllinu  wheels  <d  many  a  c(»a(.-h. 

.\n(i  the  merry  sound  of  the  dri\cr"s  horn 

Mchoini;'  o"er  the  hills,  i^.-inc  warning'  (d  their  .-ippi'oach. 

Those  w  (M  e  Imsy  days  : 

Then  came  t In.'  lion  hor<e 

ilut  not  our  way. 

.\nd  like  ( )thel!o.  you  lliouiiht. 

^'oiir  occupal  i<ui  uone. 

r>ut  you  St  il  I  li\  ed  on. 

There  the  ,i;allant  l.afayelte. 

The  nati<u\'s  mu'^-t  and  Iriend. 

1  )id  rest  aw  idle 

.\nd  therehy  an  interesting  hit 

( )f  history  did  lend 

To  th.it  old  place. 

There  ha\e  youth  and  i)eauty  md 

.\nd  chased  the'  ^.lowini;'  hours 

W  ith  llyinu'  !eet. 

.\nd  th  M-e.  alas  1  t  hat  I  have  to  say 


Ha\e  Ik'cu  tjft^'ucs  ol  ribald  Jcsl 
And  (ii  uiikeii  rrvelr\ . 

'riR'i'c.  ])<'i-c-li:iiUM\  lias  some  youlli, 

Some        li('f"s  darliiiii'  Ixty 

First  yi(ddrd  t<>  IIm*  t('iiii»ter"s  hand. 

And  taken  Ins  tiist  i-hiss.  an  art.  alas  I 

How  t'nll  (d  )<orro\\,  and  imt  ut  joy. 

As  the  years  ndled  jtasL 

lint  that  was  imt  thy  fanll. 

Thy  mission  w  as  and  is 

Like  the  <;t'ntl('  rain  liom  h('a\en. 

To  minisiei-  to  l>ot  h  the  just  and  1  hr  nnjnsi. 
For  >ievei-al  years  altrr  the  staiie-  wrre  lakm  away,  the  huKd  had  a 
precarious  existence.  l-'inally  it  was  lonnd  t hat  in»  <mc  ro\ild  alVrnd 
to  keej)  it  as  a  hotel  alone,  so  hy  ihc  ellorts  ot  l-lli-lia  Snulliwick  and 
H.  I).  Hyde  Ks(|..  a  -loek  eom|tany  was  lormcd  and  the  hotel  wa- 
l)oii«;ht  tor  two  thousand  dollars.  A  pia/./a  was  pnt  on  the  tronl. 
some  other  rejiairs  were  made,  and  J.  15.  (iriswold,  w!io  was  en,ua;^ed 
in  the  marble  business,  wa^  installed  as  t!ie  lir>t  landlord  under  the 
new  management.  lie  kep!  a  ^ood  ht>ttl  lor  se\eial  years.  rhi> 
was  about  titty  yeai-s  a<;-o.  Amoii^  the  loruwr  landlord-  that  I  ha\e 
otteii  heai-d  menti<med,  are  havid  k.  Porter  ami  (  romwell  liullard. 
and  aujong  the  later  ones,  siiu-e  my  ! cmembianee,  were  (  hestt-r 
Carder  and  Freeland  \\  a\\\>.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  U  allis  kept  a  -ood  hotel 
tor  neaidy  twenty  years.  Mr.  Wallis  had  Ihe  posi-(dlice  there  nio-i 
of  the  time,  and  also  did  a  bnl(•herin^  business,  and  wa>  not  depend- 
ent on  hotel  eust.om  entir(dy  ior  a  livinu'.  Since  then,  the  landloids 
!ia\  e  been  sonu'  i;'o(»d.  sonu'  liad,  some  inditVereiil .  The  pre-ent 
ow  iiei'  has  improxed  the  place  \cry  much  and  it  bid-  tail'  I"  la>! 
anotlser  luunUed  years. 

The  house  next  to  the  hotel,  on  the  east  side,  is  a  \  ei-y  old  bnildinii'. 
It  was  built  and  occupied  lor  many  yeais  liy  Major  Ahin  AlU'ii  who 
lived  there  and  kejil  a  store  in  one  end.  'I'liis  house  has  lieen  the 
liome  ot  sevei'al  lar^e  tamilio  and  is  w(dl  |treser\ed.  The  -mall 
house  see(Uid  east  (d'  this,  has  some  interest  historically.  li  -tood 
formerly  w  heie  tin.'  cottage  ot  the  Mis>es  Hyde  n<»w  stand<,  and  wa> 
moved  across  the  road  within  my  remend >ra nee.  In  it  \sas  Itcuiin  ibe 
first  known  manutai'l  urin;^'  (d'  hoi'se  corn  planter-,  a  i)usine--  w  hich 
has  deveIoi»ed  ii\to  innnense  proportion^.  This  binldini:  w as  oi-cnpi<'d 
lor  many  years  by  \\'he«dock  and  <'orey.  as  a  ('(uintry  -loic  There 
wer<'  four  store-  on  St nibiid;;-e  i-onunoii  at  <me  time.  Ihe  two  already 
mentioned,  one  on  the  meeting-house  hill,  kept  Ity  Dea.  Daniel 
lMini[tton.  and  one  kept  liy  Kurt  and  Merrick.    Tim  la-t  meiiiioned 
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\\:is  ill  !i  iMiildiii^-  wliicli  sIockI  ulioic  llic  sloif  ii(»\v  occupied  l»y 
uiy."^<'ir  st:ui(ls.  licsidcs  rlicsc.  (icncral  Xcwcll  hud  a  store  on  the 
hill  near  Mr.  Wilhird's.  It  must  be  ieuieiiil»ei cd,  however,  that 
there  were  no  stores  in  Soutlihridi^e  at  this  lime,  and  iM'ople  came 
I'rom  all  dii<'ctions  to  trade  in  Sturhrid^-e.  New  !']n;^iand  rum  was 
one  <d  tlu'  principal  commodities  (»t  trade  at  this  time  and  ^vas 
hrouulit  from  .MedToi'd  ))y  hor>e  and  ox  teams,  and  sold  at  retail  for 
twenty-live  c<Mits  a  <;allon.  It  was  hrouuht  in  what  was  called  ••hi';li 
p!-oof  s])irit>",  and  the  one  who  could  water  it  the  most  and  make 
it  L^'o,  of  course  made  the  most  money.  The  story  is  told  of  an  old 
Indian  woman  who  came  to  W  hee|oi-k  and  ('oi-(^y"s  store  early  in 
the  sprin^i'  lo  I»uy  rum  and  codfish;  the  i)rice  of  the  rum  was  hi<rher 
than  it  had  Iteen  and  she  wanted  to  know  the  reason  why.  'I'lu'v 
t(dd  her  that  it  c-o^t  siuiiefhini;  to  keep  it  through  the  winter,  '^^'es," 
she  said,  "I  suppose  it  will  drink  a  L;-ood  deal  of  \\ater.  l>ut  if  will  ui>f 
eat  much  hay."" 

The  huildini;'  standing;-  at  the  exfrenu'  east  end  of  the  so-called 
'■•sand  hank"  is  also  \ery  old.  It  was  owned  hy  my  jiiandfaf her 
nearly  <>ne  hundred  year-  ai^o  and  was  occupied  many  years  hy 
Dr.  dacoh  Corey,  dr.  This  house  was  houi^ht  hy  enterprisiiiij;-  Souili- 
f)ri»l_i;e  men  a  few  years  ai;'o  and  was  much  improxed. 

The  house  ftandin^i"  (Ui  the  corner  known  as  the  Miss  Hutchin> 
place  was  liuilt  in  17'.>(>  l>y  John  (  ohurn,  and  was  occupied  soon 
aller  h_\  j-iiasmus  Hahhift,  dr.,  who  \va<^  the  uiandfather  <d  the 
t'elelu-ated  .actress,  (  harlolte  <'u<liman.  Thi<  hoii-e  is  sery  well 
|)reser\ed. 

The  hou-e  on  the  hill  in  w  hiidi  I  )e;u'oii  hanitd  riimpioii  ke[it 
a  store.  ]ia<  a  hi<l<u-y.  hi  it  a  si>.ter  ol  |)eacon  riimpton  kept 
a  select  pri\afe  s(dio(d  tor  ^irl-.  and  :in  old  lady  whom  I  knew  who 
lixed  to  he  ninety-three  said  th.tt  she  went  there  to  school.  'i'his 
l)ui!din^-  was  for  many  scars  a  harnes>  and  cari-iau«'  shoj)  and  has 
rcH'cntly  been  made  int(»  tenements.  Mr.  ila\nes,  while  makin|; 
improvements,  found  a  hrick  on  which  was  i)l;rinly  written.  "Nathan 
(lark,  dune  the  l<»th.  1S()0":  evidently  thi'^  house  was  hull  <oon 
aflei-  that  Ijiick  was  made. 

.\nother  <dd  house  ot  this  style,  known  as  the  l>eacon  Duntoii 
house,  was  huilt  5>y  Zeiias  Duiitoii,  who  was  deacon  of  the  ('onure- 
wational  chur(d»  in  1S"J(;.  This  house  is  now  owm'd  hy  a  *j:;rand- 
dau^hter  of  Deacon  Dunton.  In  W  i^ht  \  illa^e  stands  an  old  liouse 
in  remarkably  ;^-ood  condition  which  was  i)uilt  by  Captain  .\Ipheus 
\Vi^-lit  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago.  Captain  W'i^lit  als(j  built 
the  canal  which  take<  the  water  fi-om  the  (^uinebau;;-  river  to  tlie 


Aii^vr  ^liop.  'I'his  pl.-icc  ihr  Ikmih-  ot  .Mr.  D.inirl  W  iuln  :iimI 
Iiis  son  A Iplit'us. 

\\'»'  lia\('  srvcral  of  the  uumIcsi  coloiiial  ^lylc.  One  of  this  k'lwd 
stands  on  the  sand  hanlc  and  \\as  known  yeaivs  a^^'o  as  the  I)a\i.s 
honse,  h»H"aiise  it  was  hnilt  by  Dcaeon  (ieor^c  l)a\i-  wh<»  al^o  held 
the  ))o-ition  of  d('ac<»n  in  the  (  dnL;if  L;al  iona  1  elinrfli  in  1  s-j*».  1  >c;ie< ni 
|)a\is  was  also  a  laN\yer.  an  unn-ual  xoeation  for  a  (h-ai-on.  He 
was  also  a  jiidiie  of  th<'  jx'tty  eonrts  which  were  ludd  heie  and  he 
had  a  little  oiliee  whieh  stood  nearly  in  fi'ont  <d'  Mr.  (;eronld"s  l)arn; 
while  across  the  dii\eway  stood  a  two-stoi-y  huildinj^-  owned  hy 
l^s(|nire  Hyde,  the  lowci-  i-ooni  licin;^-  nsed  hy  him  as  an  oflice  and 
the  upper  room  h}-  I  >r.  William  Sannders.  Many  cases,  both  ci\  il 
and  I'riminah  were  tried  hefoic  -Ind^'e  Davis  in  those  (»Hices,  and 
the  leij;al  talent  (d  Sont hhi-idu'c.  con-istin;^'  at  that  time  l'',s()uire 
llottiam  and  his  son  i'led.  W(uijd  l»e  pitle<l  against  lv-(piire  Hyde 
and  some  yonn;.;'  stndciit  ^tndyini;-  law  with  him.  'I'he  i-oiii-t>  always 
had  lari;e  andieiices  and  it  was  always  a  wtuidei'  to  the  yonn;:,'  men, 
that  the  lawyers,  after  talking;  So  -ancily  to  each  other  in  lli<'ii-  pleas, 
c<)idd  he  siu'h  i;'ood  friends  inmie(lialely  alter  conrt  was  o\tM'.  I 
Ixdieve  this  cnstont  is  l;epl  n]»  toda\'  to  some  exient  by  the  leual 
I raternit}'.  The  little  ollice  has  been  moxcd  to  the  rear  of  Mr. 
(ieronliTs  luui'^e,  and  the  lw«>-'-toiy  bnildiiii;-  took  a  sled  rid<'  one 
winter's  da\'.  was  cai-ried  n|)  past  oni-  I'air  (Jroiinds  and  is  now  a 
staid  old  ten<-ment  honse. 

Near  these  we  lind  Mr.  (ieionhrs  hoii<(%  whiidi  was  occnpie(l  by 
Le\i  liarnes.  He  and  Abijah  Tront  y  owned  the  sla^e  lines  which 
lan  throu^li  the  town  in  those  days,  .\nother  house  of  this  style 
is  the  Itullocl';  honse.  whieh  was  built  Ity  lOsquire  dared  I.andt  lor 
his  son-in-law.  lienjamin  l>ullock.  A  peculiar  feature  of  many  old 
iutuses  is  thai  they  were  built  of  plaidv  in>-tead  of  sluddiuu-.  'That 
meth(»d  ol  Ituildinu'  cau><'s  llie  po-is  to  stand  out  in  the  c(M-ners  of 
the  rooms,  thereby  makini.;,'  them  (hdiuhtful  ihinus  to  til  c-arpets 
around.  Anothei-  cuiious  thinu'  was  the  mannei-  ot  Innldini:'  eliim- 
neys.  Teople  did  not  seem  to  think  it  pos^ilde  to  stait  the  chimney 
<»n  the  solid  i;round  at  the  bottom  of  the  cellar,  so  the\-  built  walls  (d 
briclc  on  an  arch,  then  put  laru'c  lindM-rs  on  the  lu'ick.  ihen  laii;i'  tlat 
stones  on  the  liudiers  and  on  top  ot  ihat  si  ruci  ure  the  chimnev  w  as 
bei;un. 

Ot  the  nn>re  iiretemious  colonial  houses  we  ha\e  tour  tine  <peci- 
men>.  The  one  which  has  the  un)st  elab(M-ate  front  is  owned  by  the 
town  <d'  St  url)ridi;e  and  is  n^ed  as  a  tow  n  tarm.  It  <land<  about 
1  hi'ee-(piarters  (d'  a  mile  south  of  the  centre  on  the  I'ldon  road  and 
was  built  bv  (>eneral  'I'imotin    Xewell,  who  was  born  in  N'eedham 


ill  IT  i'i  and  \\1m»  raiiir  to  St  iirl>i  i<luc  in  \H'>H.  lie  \\a<  ;i  yoiiiiu- 
nicrlianic  witli   little   foiliiiit'  aiul  lew  palioiis.  lie  otaltlishrd 

liim?><'lf  ill  tilt'  inanut'act  iii  iuu'  <>t  s| •inniiiL:,'  \vIhm-1^.  cliairs.  nrid  rakes. 
Aceordini^  t<>  ('larkV  Ilistorv.  lie  piusiiered  j^Teatly  and  soon  liecaiiie 
tlie  owner  of  a  laru'e  landed  (■-lat(\  It  alway-  -ecnied  <inuular  that 
<ueli  a  house  should  he  huilt  in  sueh  a  place  with  no  others  near 
it.  and  it  was  reported  that  (ieneral  Neuell  \\ant»Ml  \fry  niueh 
to  ha\-e  the  centre  ol  the  town  on  the  |)lain  ncai-  the  <^uineltauL;- 
river,  and  that  he  huilt  this  house  loi-  a  h(»tel.  Still  in  a  ^ood  <tate 
ol  pi«'ser\at  ion.  it  is  a  curiosity  lor  tlie  two  laruc  panelled  doors 
lune  hy  touiteeii  feet  in  si/e,  which  haiii;-  froni  the  ceiliiiu-  in  the 
upper  sl.ory.  These  d<»ors  are  huiiii,'  on  hinges  and  tliert'  is  nothing;- 
now  to  prex'eiu  theii-  iicinu'  swunu'  up  and  tautened  to  the  hooks 
which  still  remain  in  the  ccilinu',  and  which  were  put  theic  Im- 
tliat  iuiri)ose.  tlierehy  luakiii^-  one  lar;j,e  hall  cxrendiiii:-  the  wlnde 
leniith  of  the  hou>e.  Thi-  house  is  now  Iieated  hy  a  furnace,  is  kept 
idean  and  tidy,  is  a  coin foitaide  lioiue  for  our  unlortunate  poor  and  a 
credit  to  th<'  town  Here  let  me  say,  to  show  the  iiony  of  hit<'  ami 
tlie  ticklenos  of  fortune,  'riiuothy  New(dl  Cpham,  a  grandson  of 
(ieneral  Timotliy  Xewell,  after  i;raduatinj^-  Irom  Brown  rniversity 
with  honors,  teaching  scliool,  keeping-  a  country  <t(U'e,  and  keeping' 
up  liis  classical  education  to  the  la<l  so  that  he  could  read  the  (ii'eek 
'rest.anient.  the  Iliad,  and  \'eri;il  in  the  original,  drifted  hack  to  this 
old  house  huilt  l)y  his  grandfather  nearly  (Uie  hundred  \('ars  hcfiu'e 
and  ended  his  days  theic.  a  poor  t>nt  honest  man. 

(h'lieral  Newell  luiilt  ;;l>o  ahout  17S4  the  hou-e  now  occupied  hy 
Mr.  Willard,  which  i~  a  real  old  colonial  mansion,  (ieneial  Xewell 
li\t'd  there  many  years  and  died  iheie  in  ISIS.  After  his  death  it  wa^ 
occupied  hy  all  soils  of  peoph-  and  was  sadly  ne;;lected.  AlxMit 
f(U'ty  years  a;4(>  it  was  honuhl  l>y  Nelson  l>ennett.  w  }io  repaired  it 
to  some  extent  and  it  ha-  heeii  much  impro\ed  since  hy  Mr.  Willard. 
'I'his  house  ha<l  a  clustei-  of  huildini:-  ahout  it  :  the  store,  a  lai-uc  harn, 
a  shop,  and  a  cidei'  mill  which  is  now  Mr.  NN  illard's  deli^hilu!  and 
artistii-  studio.  'I'lie  third  house  (d  the  colonial  style  stands  oppo>ite 
the  l-'air  (irounds  and  is  occui)ied  hy  Mr.  (ieori^e  \\■i^•ht  and  his  stni 
Stanley.  This  house  was  huilt  l»y  (diver  \>'i;:ht.  luother  of  Ivsijuire 
David,  lint  unlike  his  hrother.  not  ha\■in^•  money  from  the  lottery 
to  fall  l>acl<  up<m.  lie  Imilt  him-(dl  out  'd  hou<e  ami  home  /as  the  (dd 
saxiuii'  ^'oe-;).  Tiiis  hou<e  ^ot  into  llu'  hand-  of  l'l>ene/ei'  Howard, 
who  ke|)l  a  hot(d  there  many  year-.  Mr.  Howaid  was  a  i-ahimM 
maker  and  also  made  collins  when  they  were  wauled.  A  .-tor\  i-  told 
that  Mr.  Howard  once  furnished  a  coHin  for  a  ;4ue.-l  who  died  there 
and  the  nciuV-  relalives.  thinkiiiii  the  l»ill  exoihitaul.  appealed  to  the 


scli'c't men ;  (Ik'v  :tl><»  tliou;i,lir  it  cxdi  hitMiit  ami  Mr.  llow-ird  r(»\il(l 
iiol  <;t't  apiiroliatcd  lo  kcc])  t  lie  lintd  a  llci-  i  hat .  \ it  was  such  a 
j)lai'e  and  so  iiopiilar  as  a  h(il(d  that  INtcr  Saiiiidn-^.  ;i  -(ui- 
in-Ia\v  of  Mr.  Howard,  wouhl  (»hiaiii  the  Mccnsc  lor  the  (•(dliii-maKi iii; 
hiinUord.  This  lioU'-c  liad  a  ham  -taiuliiiu  nearly  in  Tront  o)  it  |oi- 
niaiiy  yoai's. 

Tin'  louUli  and  la^t  ui-and  old  houx-  ol  thi-  kind  is  kin)\\n  as 
the  Daxid  NN'iuht  plai-c,  hnili  \\ith  nion<'y  drawn  in  a  loltci)  hy 
Ks(|uii'<'  David  Wi<i;lit.  the  i;-roar  i-a nd lat hci-  (d  the  la>t  Wi^lit  wlio 
owned  it.  It,  was  he^•ull  in  17'.)S  and  tiin-hed  in  ISOO.  ihns  haNini;- 
|-ouinled  out  its  (.-eidui-y  (d'  cxi-tcnee.  it  i-  hii^her  -tudded  than  the 
others  and  lias  a  jj,'i-and  hi-oad  hall  and  >lairease.  This  plare  was 
much  iinproNc'd  hy  Mi-.  !).  I>.  Wi^ht.  who  rtanoxcd  the  hnii:,-  row 
<d'  harns  w  hicli  lor  in;iny  years  <|ood  aci-o>s  the  road  directly  in 
Iror.t  (d'  the  house.  It  was  (juil<'  the  tashion  in  old  times  to  imt. 
the  harii  as  nea.idy  in  tront  ot  the  hou^e  as  pos.-ilde.  as  our  ance-tors 
did  ]\ot  seem  t(»  appreciate  natural  ^ceiu'ry  as  doe<  tlie  i)re<en1  j;eu- 
ei'ation.  This  house  luul  a  lar»;t'  hall  extending  the  whole  lenmh 
ol  the  sec(Uid  ,<;toi-y,  in  which  !^>(inire  \^■i^!lt  held  court,  and  whei'c 
town  husiness  was  olien  doiu?.  The  house  has  heen  ^■reatly  heauti- 
ticd  hy  it.s  present  owiu'r.  Mr.  Tai^'c.  and  is  hxdvcd  upon  as  a  pric(dess 
lieirloom  hy  e\  <'ry  |>utdic-spii  ited  ciii/eii  <d  St  urhrid;^e. 

'idle  low  one-story  house  acro-<  t  he  ritad  is  e\-en  older  t  lian  t  his  one, 
ha\ini;'  heen  huill  in  17S1.  It  \\a>  occupied  hy  some  inenit»ei' ol  t  he 
\\'ii;ht  family  for  more  than  a  hundred  yeai>  and  -lil!  well  preser\cd. 

If  1  had  four  pi'i/.es  (d' eipial  \alue,  i  would  like  I  o  di<l  ri  I  mte  t  hem 
as  lollows:  I  would  ;.;o  to  the  onciscim's  of  t  he  jtoiu-  o|  the  ^ood  (dd 
lo\\ii  of  St  urinid^e,  and  lor  the  laith  fulness  with  which  they  lia\e 
presei-\-ed  the  outlines  (d'  that  old  Ikmisc  and  for  the  neaf  and  conitort- 
ahle  aj^pearance  it  and  llie  i;i-ounds  pi-e-eni,  1  would  ^iNO  them  a 
p!"i/e:  and  to  our  arti-t  fri«Mid,  Mr.  W'illard.  ior  his  ^cni  of  an  (dd 
house  and  for  his  piciuiCMpie  L;'a I'deni hl;,'  i  would  i;i\'c  a  ]>ri/e.  'I'hen 
to  my  Irit'iids  and  neii;h! loi'--,  Mr.  (leorue  \\  iij,hi  and  his  -(»n  Stanlc}', 
for  their  stui'dy  old  c(donial  hou-e  which  we  all  like  to  look  ai  .  -  we 
jiass  1))-.  in  the  mid<t  of  it<  ureeii  i-ojlim;  la\sn.  an  awanl  should  he 
^i\t'n.  And  la<t,  our  friend.  Mr.  raii^c.  loi-  his  i;rand  old  man>ion 
and  the  ex(piisite  ta>te  with  w  hich  he  Ii  rs  titled  up  il<  interim-  a-  wtdl 
as  f(U-  the  additional  heanty  he  ha>  i;i\eii  to  ii>  always  l)eauli!ul 
grounds,  would  recei\  c  as  row  aid  l  he  proud  ap[n-eciat  ion  of  a  ^-ralidul 
community. 

I  lia\<'  hy  no  meai\<  exlian<led  my  >uhjcct.  hut  1  fear  1  luu'e  ex- 
liau<led  your  patience  and  1  must  ha-l<'ii  to  cdose. 

W'e  are  huildinu'  hetter  hon-e-.  in  some  re-pects.  than  oni-  fore- 


fatlitTs  did.  I5:itlir<)()iiis  :irc  iriorc  miiiicroiH,  uiid  hcMtiii;:;  and  sani- 
tary aiTau^'cnH'nt  -  arr  hcticr,  Itiit  will  tlicy  stand  tin.'  Ii'-t  (d  time 
a  hnndred  y<'ars  hence  as  \\(dl?  i'i-(>lial)ly  many  <»!'  tlirui  will  not. 
An(jtlier  «;reat  (piestion  eontidnts  us:  Ai'e  we  huiidini;'  as  ^'odd 
(.•liai'aeters  in  tli<'  peoj)!!'  who  (n'eiipy  these  houses  us  they  did  a 
luindfe(l  years  -Ai^of  .\v"  tlie  ;;dod  old-l'ashioned  timlteis  (d  truth  and 
veracity,  the  solid  jilanks  of  luisiness  inrei;i-ity,  and  morality,  being 
liu'()ri)()rat<'(l  into  the  tihre  of  the  ehaiaeters  ot  the  people  as  they 
were  one  linndred  years  :ig<tr  As  had  as  the  woidd  looks  at  limi's,  I 
h(diove  they  are.  I  l)tdie\('  that  toi"  every  i-aseal  that  steals  some- 
oue's  trasii  and  violates  the  coniidenee  reposed  in  him.  there  are  titi  r 
thousand  honest  nn-n  holdinu' places  ot  responsihilii y.  and  doin^'  their 
duty  taithfull\-.  Hut  as  eternal  \iuilance  is  the  price  (d'  lil)eity,  so  I 
hidieve  we  must  l>e  i-oiuinually  preaching;-  trom  e\ery  (uilpit.  and 
continually  teachinii,'  in  e\-ery  st-hocdroom,  the  inii)ortance  ot  incor- 
poratiuii'  those  olil-tashioned  timher.^  and  planks  into  the  minds  (d'  the 
j)eople.  Sur(dy  the  iucentive  t(»  Imild  uj)  i;'ood  character  is  as  i^ood  us 
it  e\-er  was.  aixl  the  tacilities  t'(»r  building  houses  are  nuich  greater 
than  the}'  wt.-re  a  huntlred  years  ago. 

••Ahl  What  a  wondi-ous  t  hing  it  is 

'I'o  note  the  many  wheels  ot  toil, 

One  thought,  <uic  word  can  set  in  motion. 

'There's  not  a  ship  that  saiN  the  ocean. 

lint  every  I'limate.  every  soil, 

Must  l)ring  its  tribute,  great  or  small, 

.Vnd  help  t(t  l>uild  the  wooden  wall." 


•iuinakni  Jjistortcat  Iccictij  leaflets. 
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Ill  till'  i}\ri-('int'  simtlnv('<it'i-i!  pni-t  of  tho  ('ouiity  of  Woi-coster  is 
:i  i-('^!oii  of  i'oiisi(U'r;i!»U'  ii;ilur;il  l)eauty,  divcrsilicd  ;is  it  is  l»y  a 
Narii't y  of  sci'iicry.  hoidiiiii'  in  its  cciitrc  llic  \alli'y  of  tlie  «,^)uiiit'lia\i^ 
rivt'i-. 

The  npli('a\:il  of  r(»clv,  raiisiii^-  the  wi-inlclcs  in  tlic  cartlfs  surfacL' 
licrc.  has  a  foiinat ion  pcciiliarly  iniifoiiii  in  its  i-u^'i;('(l  charactci-  onci- 
a  Icnitoiy  t'\ti'!i(iiiii;-  twenty  or  more  miles  north  and  sonth  and 
alioni  half  that  distance  the  oilier  wav. 

Tlie  trend  of  the  loekslrala  is  invariably  norlheasi  ei'ly  and  south- 
westerly; and  that  L;(i\-ei-ns  the  general  i-onrse  ui-  sha]>e  of  tluHiills, 
some  of  tlK'in  extendini;-  for  mih-s,  with  a  more  or  less  pi-eeipit (»n^  (tr 
ivieky  slope  on  the  ea<lein  side  a!id  occasionally  tlirowinj^'  up  a 
jtinnacle  to  a  con^ideralde  height. 

Ketween  these  ioiiii;  parallel  rid^os  are  cori'e^pondinii,'  valleys,  hold- 
im;'  thr(»n^houl  their  length,  at  llie  l(»\\('st  sau\  loni;,- swamjts,  rocky 
ra\ines  or  natural  ponds.  .Ml  these  features  elonutiled  in  the  same 
direction,  o\-erlap  each  other,  and  tlnr<  eonddne  to  make  up  llie 
natui'al  bai-rier  to  east  and  west  I  lio!-oni;lifai  e.  w  hich  ha<  not.  except 
a<  the  \'a!ley  of  the  (^uineliaui;-  ri\('r  lnrni<lies  the  openin;.!'.  even  at 
I  his  day  lieen  oxcreome. 

riii',  1,'ivi.i;. 

The  oriiiinal  source  of  the  (^)uinel)au^-  !'i\cr  i-  a  poiul  called  hy  the 
Indians  (^>ua<-uck.  It  is  situated  in  the  soiit liw c-teily  part  id  the 
i'e>^ion  wdiich  has  been  descril>ed,  and  is  now  called  ■•Leadmine""  i>ond. 

.V  hrook  take>  the  (»\('r11ow  of  (^)ua'<suck  oi  L«\'ulmine  in  a  southerly 
direction  al)out  two  miles  to  .Ma --ha pan  14-.  ju<t  o\-er  the  line  in  the 
>tate  of  (  onnect icut .  where  it  i'ecei\-e-  its  tirst  tiihutary  llowin^'  from 
-Mashapau^-  lal.e. 
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Tlic  ( Juiiiclcmi;'  lixcr  llu'ic  lui-ii-  wc.-tcrly,  llu'ii  in  )rl  li  w  ;i  n  I  into 
.MiissiK'lmscI  t  s  nimiini;,-  in  ;i  iiorl  IktI)'  coiii'-c  1  liioii^hi  lie  cmsI 

part  of  llie  town  ot  llollaiid  lo  lla^l  liriiiilidd,  lia\iiiL;  tlni-  tar  pa-M-d 
tlirouj;-]!  Ilamiltoii  rc.-crxoir  and  K<'-i(»^c  |)i>iid.  and  rt'ccixcd  li-oni  the 
^^■(>sr  the  iiiiporlaiil  t  riliut a ry  ca  1  led  t hr  rcat  "  ni-  '•'!'( iwn  In  ook/" 
wliit'li  takt'>  ilir  w alcr-slicd  nl'  a  lai\m' jiart  ot  llic  town-  ot  lirindiidd 
and  W  a I cs.  and  i-  al~o  t  lie  out  let  of  Sherman's  p(.nd  in  llriinfudd. 

At  I'^ast  l>riinli(dd  it  rcrcivt-^  IVoni  llic  norili  tlif  con-idcraldc  l»rook 
llowini;-  I'roni  l/ittlc  Ainni  pond. 

Tilt'  riNcr  I  lien  t  urn-  to  t  lie  ca-t  w  a  rd,  cnl  criiii;-  St  iirhi'idm-  -'diout  mid- 
way hel  ween  ilic  no  n  hern  and  s(mii  ln'iii  hound  -  of  the  tow  lu  ;!  nd  I  ilt■^(■ 
rt'(.•t■i^■<'s  troni  the  iKuth  the  (h'ainai;c  (d  I'litrpo;^-  \allt'y,  wlndi  in- 
idu(h'>  Loni;  pond  rcscrxdir.  and  ^-  liii;-  .Mum""  |iond. 

Alter  eiili'rin^'  Sturhrid^c  the  (^luinchauii,-  ri\cr  winds  its  way  in  an 
caster!}'  e(Mirse  altoul  two  miles,  then  it  l)eiids  al)ru|itl\  soutli  and 
tlK'U  s()iilli<'a<terly ;  ret'eix  iiii;  there  the  ('e(lar  pond  hrooK.  whieh 
eouK'S  d(»wu  from  the  north.  It  eoidinue-  the  la  1 1  er  cour.-e  a  di-i  a  nee 
(if  a  mile  or  more,  rceeixin;^-  the  llamaiu  lirook  from  tlie  .-ouih.  and 
from  the  Jiorlh  the  cousideral de  ti'ihutar}'  whieh  eoii\cy<  the  o\cr- 
lloNV  of  the  'i'a nt ius(iue  lake  and  iht^  waler-shed  ol"  a  loni;  \alley  to 
the  iiorthwartl.  This  lake,  three  hundred  rod<  Imiu'  and  one  hundi-ed 
roils  wide,  lyini;-  elose  to  the  ea-lern  side  ol  Walker  moiiniain.  which 
rises  piH;cipif ously,  ahiu)st  from  the  water's  ed^c,  has  loni;-  hceii 
known  as  Walker  jiond.  'I'hc  name  has  heen  clia  ni;-cd.  Ik  »w  c\  fi-.  \>y 
consent  of  the  puhlic,  expressed  liy  \ote  of  the  town  ^)['  Sturhrid^c  at 
the  annual  mectini;'  in  iS'.il,  to  Tantiu><|ue  lake  or  ))<»nd.  The  hniok 
theref(U-c  may  iiropcrly  he  called  Tantius(iue  hcook.  'i'hence  t  he 
riser  ruir-:  southward  ahout,  a  mile  further,  and  there  recei\('s  l|-oni 
the  soulliwe-t  the  Hreakneck  hrook.  'Idiis  hi'ook  ha>  its  oiiuin  at  the 
lireakm'ck  pond,  situated  ncai'  the  horder  of  (  oiincct  iiau  and  .Massa- 
chusetts, anil  not  far  t  lom  .Ma>ha|iauu  lake,  the  w  aters  (d W  hich  i- 
trihutar\'  to  the  river  al  its  lirst  ri<e. 

At  this  point  the  ri\(*r  is  ahoul  two  miles  east  of  (,>uassuck  p(md. 
its  ori<;inal  source.  It  has  already  made  a  circuit  of  lidm  tourieen  t(» 
ei^'liteen  nnles,  and  in  all  its  course  the  poiiu  ot  ^I'calest  di-iaiu'c 
from  its  starling'  phu-e  is  not  alio\f  three  miles.  I''ourt<'i'U  iiat  ura  1 
ponds  aiul  lakes  lia\ c  cent  l  ihuted  to  nud^e  up  a  ri\  tu'  live  i  od>  in  w  idi  h. 

After  this  the  ri\'er  has  an  eastward  cour>e  ahout  a  mile  to  the  cdill' 
called  ^M)n'^(Ui,"  which  turns  it  ahruptly  l(»  the  ea.-l  through  the 
villai;-e  of  Soulhhrid;j,-e. 

The  teiaitory  so  nearly  eiudosed  hy  the  cirtaiit  <d  the  v'wcv  which 
has  heen  de-crihed  is  (devated,  ami  much  ot  it  i-  extremely  wild  and 
hroken ;  and  is  --yc  liil!  at  Tanliu-(|ue.  wlieic  the  Idack  lead  is  "■. 
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Mliicli  wn>  ^fjuited  by  Hk-  (icncinl  <  mirt  ol  Mas>aclm^otts  to  .Toliu 
iiit liro]),  Jr.,  in  Kill.     Tlie  aiu-iciit  iiiiiic  ol'  ;^rai»hitu  is  ii)Mtn  tlic 
west  side  of  (Jmassuck  i»()iul. 

Tin;  VAl.l.KV. 

TIk'  valley  of  llu'  (,)irniol)auu-  livcr  fui-ni<li('s  rlic  oixMiiriiJ,"  lliroiii^ii 
wiru'li  jiasscs  ^^llat  is  called  in  ilic  early  town  record-  "tlie  ;;reat 
i-oad." 

()ne  who  is  in  Oxford,  I>ud!ey  or  ^^'oodstock,  and  desires  to  drive 
to  S])rin«ili(dd  by  country  road  the  most  dii'cct,  will  };<»  thion^h  this 
valley,— tlie  way  alon;;-  which  the  load  of  the  white  man  and  the 
path  of  the  Indian  has  run,  trom  time  immemorial. 

Tin-:  loifDWAV. 

Xeai'l}'  ii\  the  centre  of  the  ^■alley,  a  few  i"ods  1  rom  th(^  ;;iuunds 
<)[  the  Worcester  South  Ai;iicnUural  Societ}',  is  a  lordway  acr(l■^s 
(  ed.-ir  ))ond  brook.  A\hich  is  w'(u  thy  of  special  mention.  The  bai'riei-s 
that  obstruct  <'ast  ami  west  passai!,('  on  the  north  are  bi-ou;;ht  down  to 
this  point  by  Cedar  jxtnd  and  sM'ampy  land,  whih'  tlu'  thoitM.^hfai'e  is 
kept  from  l»earin(>'  furtln'i*  south  b}-  the  ell»o\\  (d  the  ri\-er  <^uinel)au^-, 
backed  by  nules  of  bai  riers  in  that  tlirection. 

'i'hc  town  road  as  tirst  laid  out  passed  o\-er  this  fordwa}',  and  a 
small  bridi^c  yet  marks  the  place.  Subsc(pient  ly  the  road  was  straight- 
ened by  makin*;-  a  brido-e  and  a  till  across  the  swamp  and  brook  a  few 
i-ods  further  north. 

This  beautiful  Milley  and  tlx-  hills  that  make  if  was  called  by  the 
aborigines  '['antius(]ue.  The  crossing;-  at  ('edar  brook  is  now  nameil 
the  Old  f'oi-dway  at  Tantiu<(pie. 

INDIAN  TATIIS. 

The  records  and  other  writim;s  ot  the  early  period  of  the  c<»lony 
f(»rm  the  source  of  th<'  lindted  kn(»\\led^'e  n»»w  existini;'  in  rejj,ard 
to  Indian  paths;  but  the  pi-esent  purpose  may  be  more  con\-einent  ly 
serxcd  by  f(»lltiwin^'  the  local  historians  of  tiie  suri-oundinii,"  towns. 

Tin:  coNNix  TUT  r  I'atii. 
It  ran  from  Candniduc  up  the  northei  l\'  bank  of  Chai'les  river  to 
Wall  ham  ( 'eiitre,  thence  to  the  noi'th  <'nd  of  ( 'ochituate  pond  in  Fram- 
iii;j,ham.  thence  south  westerly  throuLih  South  framinuham,  liopkin- 
ton,  Westboi-o,  (;rafton.  Sutton  to  (>\ford."'  Keiia id in^' the  course 
»d'  this  path  from  Oxford,  it  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  illustrate 
and  pro\-e  by  a  L;r(»up  «d'  records,  sup]Htrteil  l)y  t(tp(\i;ia])hical  coiuli- 
tions,  the  fact  (d  a  contiiiuarion  fi'(»m  this  place  to  the  \\('stwai-d.  (d' 
this  old  ('onnecticut  path,  which  has  not  been  noticed  liy  the  local 
histoiiaus  <d  tl.i>  viciiiil\  .     The  pr( •i>o>lti(»n  is  that  this  path  ci'os^ed 


lilt'   line  (.r  llic  -ll'ccl  ul  ONlold  \  lliit  '  •  <  ^)  1 1  ;|  1 1;  1 1  m' 

li  iiirii'i  idiK'd  ill  I  lie  1  uiy  (  j  1  t  I  1 1  'W  n  \\  n  ~  i  he  ci  .ni  i  n  i'imh  i>[ 
the  s;iliic.   cxlclKlilii;'   ^llI•(lU^•Il   (  Si  ui'l  .riili^c  (o  (  M  i.i  I  ,;m  i  l;' 

<  )ltl  ill  I'.riiii  lifld.  ;iii<l  -<»  on  i<.  liic  (  dii  iircl  iciil  i  i\cr:  ;iiiil  lli;il  il 

\\:is  tlic  l»c-t  lviu>\\  11  imlli  (it  llic  liidi.-iii-.  ,111(1  I  lie  Ci  rlic-l  ( iiic  1  i;i  \  cr-cd 
hy  while  liicii  hdwci'ii  the  Wu  y  -dl  lenient  >  ;iii(l  llie  e(iuiilr\-  ••iipnii 
the  lellii,-  li\cr.'" 

There  \\;i-  Mil  i  1 1 1 1 1(  ill  ;i  U  t  |i;illi  Irciii  -(  ml  he;i  ~l  ein  M  ;i  - -,iel  1 1 1 -el  I  s. 
wilieii  e;iUe(K  in  tlie  hiiliiiii  deed  ol  the  old  town  (d  Meiidoii— 

dale  nhoui  HKKI  — I  he  "  I'.-i 1 1  li  t  o  \  i|iiiiiiek  -  re;it  poiid."' 

The  lndi;in  deed  eoiiNeyed  l;ind  oil  !)olli  -ides  id  llie  |i;illl.  so  iii;iii\ 
liiiles  south.  ;iii(l  -o  iii.'iiiy  mile-  tioi'lh.  ol  lli;it  I  hen '  W(d  l-(l(di  tied 
l:iiidiii;irk. 

XilUMUcl;  ^'fent  ]>ond  is  uiider-i(H)d  lo  lie  i  he  one  wilh  the  loni;- 
nimie  ill  the  town  (d'  \\'eh,-ier:  ;ind  ;i-  the  Indiisn  \ili;iu-e  \\;i-  iioiih- 
we-t  of  the  pond.  Ol'  on  ( )\ lord  -idc.  it  |)i;u'lie;i  lly  l)ronL;lil  thi-  |i;illi 
I  o  ;i  juiit't  ioii  w  it  li  1  he  one  w  liieli  r;i  n  wot  w  ard  to  f^Miahani;-  (  )ld  Idil. 

In  I  he  history  (d'  W  indiiaiii  I'oimt  y.  (  onii..  iiieiit  ion  i  -  made  (d  a  w  (d  I- 
laiowii  jiath  of  llie  ituhaiis  Irom  Mount  Hope  and  the  Narraua  ii-et  l 
country  to  Walil)a(pias-er.  iio\\  Wood-ioek.  know  n  a-  ihe  "1 'r(»\  ideiiee 
patli."'  Another,  the  route  (d Which  is  there  de-crilteil,  came  Irom 
Xorwitdl    and   the   >eacoa-l    to    the    -ame    place.    ;iiid  called  ihe 

••  Xipmucl<  path.'"  'I'liese  two  path-  unile(i  at  Wdod-iock.  and  con- 
tinued a-  (»iie  i)ath  to  St  url)ri(lL;-e.  and  llieiv  joined  the  douMe  path 
leadin.i;'  we-t  from  ()\ford.  The  preci-e  route  of  the  duuMe  p.ilh 
from  \\'oo(lstock  is  indicated  hy  {he  (uie  found,  and  noteil  mu  ihcir 
carlie-t  record-,  hy  the  lir-t  >et  tiers  (d  St  urhrid-c 

II,  ('niere(l  Soul  hhridi;-e  o\-er  I.ehaiioii  hill  :  t  hence  in  a  direct  cour>e 
if  ])assed  o\('r  l)eiii-(Ui  hill  |o  ( ,)ui neha Ui;'  ri\-er  ludow  the  shuttle 
factory;  cro-.-iiii;  at  theaiuaeiii  lonlw  ay  t  here  into  St  urhrid^e.  ri-iii^- 
and  following-  llie  rid-c  ol  kidsc  hill  to  the  iKirth  tuid  of  the  -aiuc 
where  it  united  with  the  path  from  OxlMrd. 

If  then  |ia--ed  down  the  wc-lein  slope  (d  the  hill  to  one  (d  the  two 
lordwa\  -  oNcr  Tantiu-ipie  hrook.  the  <uu.'  oppo-ite  Si  urhi  id^c  com- 
mon heini;'  llie  one  llio-t  rik(dy  to  liaxc  lieeil  ll-ed  Ity  the  ludiau-. 

The  uniled  paih-.  h(d'ore  reaeliin--  the  Old  l•^u•dway  al  I'a  nt  i  ii -( pae. 
shaick  oir  a  hranch  ikmI  hea--t<al  \-  to  tla  Indian  \  illa^e  oi  (^Mioliauiid. 
Ii\ e  or  >ix  mile-  di-lant  (Ml  the  shore  ol  i'oiiunk  p(Mid.  dhi-hraiudi 
is  followed  hy  a  puldic  hi-hway  called  ^-New  Ho^tou  road"". 

All  ihe  path-  con  \ci-i;iii^'  from  the  ea-1  and  soul  heasi  were  unit  ed 
ludorc  reaeliiiii;-  the  Old  fiudway,  and  -o  continued  to  the  -iic  id 
I'dskdalc  \illau,-e.  The  coiir-e  wa-  thence  to  the  north  end  (d  the 
old  pond    low  coxcred  hy  the  l.ouu  p(Ui(l  re-er\(<ir;  thence  td  lauih 
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t'lul  ol  Little  Alum  pond  in  liriinticld  iind  on  to  ••  (^u;il):uiii'  Old  Fort." 

••'This  foil,  situated  in  IJiinitifld  ntutli  ol  Sherman'^  jxmd,  on  what 
is  I'allcd  Indian  hill,  is  named  in  the  contemporary'  records  ullener 
than  any  ot  the  nei^hborin*;'  detenees.  .  .  .  The  messennci-s  and 
agents  sent  at  di1tei-ent  times  by  the  Kn;^lish  authorities  to  the  (^)ua- 
baui;s,  for  one  pui')>ose  oi'  another,  often  mentioned  their  stop  at  ''(^ua- 
i)au«;'  Old  I'^oi't."  Mr.  Temple  mentioned  foui-  ])aths  tliat  conver;;('il 
here.  'J'he  <j;i'eat  \Nestern  path  from  (^uabau*;'  ()ld  l''ort  passetl  iioHh  of 
Steera;j;"e  Koek  to  th<'  Ixmd  ol  the  (Juabau^"  )i\('j- ;  jiart  in<;- t  here,  one 
bianeh  kejft  on  s<»uth  of  the  ri\<'i-  to  Spi-in;i,tield,  the  oth<'r  crossed  the 
ri\('i-  into  Talmer  and  (»n  to  the  Cireat  I'^alls  of  the  ( 'onnectieut ,  now 
Ihdyoke  city.  Another  path  ran  to  the  falls  of  the  Ware  river;  and 
still  another  to  the  impoitant  villau'e  of  Wickabauu',  now  West  15r(»ok- 
lield.  It.  is  (Mpially  ceitain  that  a  considerable  path  \\('nt  soutll^^al•^l 
J'rom  the  fort;  and  the  ,i;reat  i>ath  that  has  been  (U'sciil ted,  c-omini;' 
from  the  east,  makes  up  the  numlter  of  six  paths  which  conv<'r;j,ed 
at  the  (^uabau*;-  ( )ld  Fort. 

It  is  desirable  here  i)aiticulai-ly  to  nofe  thattlu'  several  i)aths  that 
have  been  mentioned  as  converi^in*;-  from  the  east  and  fi-om  the  west 
tow'ai-(ls  the  Old  Fordway  at  Tantiuscjue,  inchnle  all  that  ai-e  described 
by  local  historians  of  surrroundin^-  tow  ns  and  represented  by  tiiem  to 
be  the  loiiii"  distanee  paths  of  the  Indians.  The  fact  that  a  knowledj^'e 
<)[  these  has  been  transmitted  to  (Uir  time  is  a  sutlicient  e\  idcm-e  of 
their  im|)ort;ince.  and  of  the  con,«.tant  use  <d  the  connectini;'  liidv  at 
Tantiusipie. 

yii,LA<;i;s. 

The  native  iidialtitant s  had  their  small  cluster  of  w  igwams  on  suit- 
al>le  ground  at  the  outlet  of  nearly  every  one  of  the  natural  ponds 
thatai'e  the  sourc<'s  (d  the  (.^lunebaui;'  ri\-ei-.  The  sites  o(.a'Upied  alon^j, 
the  \alley  of  the  i;i-eat  path  \\\\\  be  part iculai'l y  designated. 

'i'he  Indian  paths  in  theii'  westward  course  passed  ov<'r  Fiske  hill 
and  (.l(»wn  the  slope  to  the  valley  of  the  Tantius(pie  brook.  'J'he 
i;eneiiil  course  of  the  bintok  is  southerly,  winding  its  way  throu>;h 
low  meadow  lands  the  whoh'  distance  fiom  the  lake  to  the  ri\cr, 
exceptin-;'  at  places  aloni;'  its  couivse  a  half  ndle  \o  a  mile  apart,  whert,* 
a  I'(h1  or  two  of  laiid,  o\er  which  the  brook  ttniddes  to  a  low<'r  lc\el  td' 
meadow,  furnishes  the  natural  lordway.  Two  of  ilif-c  tordways 
were  available  for  the  westwai'd  bound  path.  The  one  neai-  Stur- 
bi-id;^-e  ("onnuon  is  likely  to  haxc  been  used  fo!'  the  southeastern  path 
I  rom  \\  abl»a<pui-set  oi'  \\  (»odst oek.  Another,  1  hree-fourt  h>^  of  a  mile 
lurther  up  the  br<tok,  where  the  Pistol  pond  dam  has  been  built,  was 
used       the  ( )\f.  rd  path. 


71 


Str;i}'  s])cciinriis  ot  llic  sluiic  iiii  pli-iiiciil  -  ol  lln-  ii,ui\c-  li;i\c  liccii 
toiiiid  in  lilt*  ^aiilfii^  :il)ittn  I  In-  ( niid  u[i  nml  tlwwn  llu' 
valley. 

Tlic  Ideation  ot  two  \illaur  -ilcs  npoii  llir  lnook  i>  tuiiinlcd  iijion 
the  lra(liti(ni  of  tiicrc  lia\in^  hmi  luund  ai  tlic>r  iioim-.  in  Imiuht 
}ear>  a  (Miioidcral)!*'  unndxT  (d  >t<iiii'  iniidcnicni I'lic  lowtT  -itr  i- 
u{)()n  a  kn«d!  by  the  side  cit  the  hnH.lv  no!  tar  ati<»\f  il-  entrance  iiilo 
the  i-i\ei-.  'I'lu'  (itlier  jdaee  at  w  lial  wa-  eailed,  licloic  the 
was  s<'i  r  led.  "lOtd  Wears"  ;  which  is  nca  rly  t  wd  nd  le-  a  n(>\  c  i  lie  oilier, 
the  twit  path--  pa>>ini;'  l»el  w  een  I  he  t  w  n  .-iie<  a  nd  not  \ei-\  ne;ireiihei- 
(d'  them. 

A  fln<'  specimen  (d  a  >ioiie  nioitar.  ami  nmre  than  one  pe>i  Ir  were 
fonnd  within  the  \ailey  ol  ihi>  hiook.  'Die  nioriai-  was  kejit  al  the 
h<»l<d  lor  many  >ears.  until  a  pro|triei  or  s(dd  it  out  o|  the.-iaie. 

I  AN  1  I.   \  II. LACK. 

'IMu'  site  (>r  thi-  \  illaue  i-  one  ndle  w  est  w  ard  of  Siui  ltridi^f  cent  re, 
and  is  enclosed  in  the  ,ui-<Mind-  ol  the  WOri'oler  South  .\;;ricull  ui  al 
Society.  It  had  a  hcautilul  situation  nixni  ihi-  ]^n(dl  irick  ol  where 
now  is  the  "^-rand  ,-tand"'.  and  the  w  iij,\\anr-  e\t ended  io  the  pond  and 
ah)ii,ii"  the  .;outh  shore.  In  point  ol  location,  tlii-  w<iuld  -ei m  to  ha\e 
heen  the  line>t  and  al>o  the  nn>-t  iniporiani  place  in  Tantin  — 
i[Ue.  It  was  on  the  route  <d'  the  united  L;rcat  path.  Init  a  >liorl  dis- 
tance I  rom  the  ()ld  I'"ordwa\.  toward  which  all  p.ith^  con\ei-m'.  the 
>-ame  in  old  limes  as  is  inu'  in  tin'  prc-eni. 

l-'or  tood  snpplv  it  wa-  ra\<Malil\  -iliiated  upon  the  outlet  ot  (  cilar 
l>on<l.  and  coiiNcnient  to  the  hcst  o|  ri\er  lishinu  |dai-e-;  and  it  had  (Ui 
every  hand  nniny  ai-res  of  le\el  an*!  ea>ily  tilled  corn  land. 

Not  w  illistandini;-  the  fad  that  the  land  has  keen  a  plow-li(d<i  nnn-e 
tlian  a  liundrcd  _\ear-.  recent  in\ e>.l  itiat  i«Mi  and  di<co\erie-.  pro\e  ihai 
the  iniia  hit  ants  (»f  i  his  place  w  ere  comparali\  ely  cou-idcralde  in  nuni- 
hers  and  enterpi'i.-e,  with  proh;ddy  a  re>ideni  -  (cheui. 

\\'hen  the  j-ace-track  wa-  hcini:'  prepared,  lhei-e  w  a-  a  -v-t  oichouse"' 
or  lar;^'e  deposit  of  •ddan]^s■■  or  'd»lank-ldades"  lound  buried  in  ih<' 
ui-oiind.  These  blank-  were  chippeil  and  wrought  leal--hape.  ami 
about  a  ([uarter  of  an  inch  t  hick,  'Thi-  w  ork  w  as  doiu'  at  t  he  ipiarry  ; 
[troduc'in^'  in  that  manner  an  article  con\enient  lor  I  ra n-poi  i ai  ion 
and  tradic.  .\  hoard  of  the>e  wa-  buried  in  the  ground  foi-  <;ift' 
keepinu'.  or  to  render  the  uiatei-ial  >(dter  loi'  futuic  Wvirk.  They  w  eic 
llK're  i'e;i<ly  to  be  lini-hed  oi'  -peciali/ed  by  the  local  ai  row  head  maker 
int(»  perl'orattu's,  a r \'ow  Ilea ds.  <pears  or  kid\ c.-.  as  t  he  demand  mi^ht  be. 

This  hoard,  so  cai-efully  hidden  by  t  he  simple  pich is t  itric  people  i  <'>id- 
iiili;  here,  was  t  heii-  -^tock  in  siiuc  from  w  hich  to  draw  lor  the  manulai,-- 
*  popular  Sric'iicc,  Sci,temi)L-r,  iS.^j. 


turc  of  nrlic'l<\<  indispoisaldc  in  their  i-oiulirioii  mid  mode  of  livinjj,' — a 
stock  ill  trade,  a  standard  of  the  \Neallli  td  the  coiuiiiuiiit \',  the  [iro- 
diu-t  of  lal)oi'  and  ciitci  prisc. 

t'riii.'  late  .Ml".  Whealoii  Kiii;^'lits  carried  the  whole  col let-tion,  the 
product  of  tills  discoNci  y,  to  the  editor  of  the  Southliridi^e  .lounial, 
Mr.  William  H.  .McM'se.  Mr.  .Morse  was  told  that  lie  could  keep  theiu 
until  called  for.  With  a  statement  of  these  conditions  Mr.  .Morse, 
up(»n  leaving;'  Southhridt^-e,  delivered  them  to  the  adopted  son  of 
Mr.  Daniel  >Vliitford.  The  \N  hit  foids,  father  and  son,  and  also 
Mr.  Knig'hts  ai"e  deceased,  and  th<'  articles  are  said  to  he  in  the 
Soul  hhrid;4'e  Museum.  A  w  inde  ..-[»t'c-iiiien  of  a  scalpiiiji;'  knife  wa.'^ 
found  at  ()!•  near  'I'antiiisipie  village,  and  that,  with  other  \alualde 
liulian  relics  fouiul  in  Sturhrid;i,'e,  are  owned  hy  Mr.  U.  F.  l>ani(ds. 
the  historian  of  ()\f(»rd.    A  lar;^e  numher  of  ai'rows  iia\('  heeji  found. 

KISKDALi;  WKiW'AMS. 

There  were  some  wigwams  upon  the  sunny  sloj>e  hack  of  the  '"-(tld 
tannei-y"'  in  l'"iskdale.  lieds  of  '•"lirestouc"''  and  ashes,  man)'  fra;;'- 
ments  of  Indian  pottery,  a  stone  pipe,  and  prohahly  other  tliin;;s, 
were  found. 

'l"he  natives,  who  occupied  the  villau,*'  sites  that  liave  heen  thus  far 
noted,  ma\'  he  >;roui)ed  under  the  clan  name  of  Tantius(pies.  The 
n<'xl  >;roup  (d'  xilla^cs  icached  hy  the  j)ath  in  its  ctuirse  westwaid, 
ahout  a.  mil"  from  I'iskdale  wii;'wam,  were  tlie  homes  of  the  Tutikoo- 
kuppoo-o-s. 

The  upper  i);irt  (d'  the  valley  still  retains  the  name  of  Potepo^, 
\\hich  is  the  (dd  name  made  shorter  and  proiiouncealde.  'I'he  eiiange 
in  the  oi  l hoj;rHi)hical  const  met i(m  of  the  name,  and  its  a|)[dication  at 
the  present  time  U)  a  part  only  (d  its  ancient  territoi'}-,  came  al)out 
very  naturally.  The  earliest  settlers  of  liicxdvlield  hein,i^  contempt)- 
rary  with  our  Indian  inhahitants  passed  the  name  down,  applied  to 
thai  part  included  in  tlieir  ow  n  tow  n  ;  w  Idle  at  the  I  ime  of  the  sett le- 
menl  of  Si urhiid;i,'e  all  knowledge  (d  the  Potepoo  Indians  or  their 
home  had  hec(»me  extiiu't.  In  rtderence  to  that  early  time,  tin'  name 
['olepoj;"  ma)'  he  used  as  s)non)'mous  with  Put  ikookup])o^i;-  and  he 
applied  to  the  whole  tei'ritory  that  was  the  home  oi'  the  clan.  The 
\alle)'  hrook  w  ill  h<'  called  Totepoi;"  fu'ook. 

The'  homes  of  the  IN»tep(.'i;s  w<'|-e  in  a  i^roup  of  four  or  live  villai;-es, 
located  in  a  row  exteiidiiii;"  north  and  south  a  distance  of  three  or 
four  miles. 

INDIAN   KIIM.I)  HILL. 

•'The  liill  hei'e,  called  Indian  ti(dd  hill,  and  sometimes  dayno's  hill, 
had  !ar<;('  jdantint;"  tudds,  and  from  the  siii,ns  ohserved  in  later  times. 

1  Statement  of  Mrs.  1).  H  airiiiKt'>ii,  sister  of  W.  H.  M(Mse. 
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w.'is  ('Nidcntly  :i  pi'niiiiiiciii  ih\  <'lliii<j^-pl;ic('  nl  the  ii;iii\i>s.  Manx- 
i-i'Tu'S  of  \  ;iri(nis  Iviml-  lia\  <'  hccii  t  wuiid  !i<-i-('."*     f  ■rcinplc  ) 

This  place,  iicai'  Siiiilii'iili;c  and  l'>riiii  li(dd  line,  i-  ainiiit  our  ndlc 
soutli  ol'  (^>iniicl)aiii^-  ri\(M-  at  llic  piMiii  (ip]M»-iic  ilic  cut  i-aiifc  ot  I'uic- 
\)t)iX  lir<Mil;.  which  come-  down  rioni  tlic  iioilii. 

i;l  \  1,1;  \  1 1.1,  A( .  1;. 

Tliis  place  was  in  ihc  allele  Innncd  hy  1  he  imiclion  ol'  lh<'  roiepoi;" 
l)roo]<  with  the  lisci-;  and  it  \\a-  in  t  licir  ancieni  i-orn-lield  ( d  nia  n  \- 
acics  that  the  modern  tiller>  (d  the  >oii  ha\c  lonnd  their  itdic-. 

A  third  or  hall  a  mile  up  tlie  INiiepo-  hi-o(»k  heyond  ih''  corn-tiidd. 
the  valley  hecome>  nai'row'.  enclo-ed  uw  all  ,-ide,-  hy  Idll-  ol  \arieil 
i'onu.  l''rom  the  ri\er  two  nnle-  a\\a_\.  and  prominenily  cenlral  in 
the  view  rron\  all  helow.  the  conical  [linnaide  ol  Monni  l>an  -cm-  |<> 
claim  ownei'-hip  ol'  the  scene.  North  id'  thi-  prominent  hill,  the 
J'olepo^-  \a!ley  hroaden<  and  lo-es  it-  nnirked  outline^. 

Hin'li  niidi'r  thelel't  wini;-  ol' (dd  Mmmi  l)an.  and  in\i-ihle  I Vom 
the  sma-onndini;'  counli-y.  i-  Alnni  [lond.  which  i<  one  ndle  lon^-.  halt 
a  mile  wide.  an<l  (d'  ^reat  depth,  led  enlii'cdy  hy  sprini;s  that  are 
helow  hiuh- water  mark.  'idle  o\erllo\\  o|  the  pond  i-  [n-eci[)it  at  ed  at 
ciice  down  a  hill.-ide.  where.  he|'oi-e  the  re-er\oir  wa-  made,  it  nniied 

W  it  h  IN.tcpoi;-  hl'ook. 

I'<  >  I  i;f<  M  ,    W|( ,  \\  A  AL^. 

••A  cluster  ot  wiuwam-  ,-tood  helow  the  I  iodide-  |>lace.""  -ay-  Mr. 
'rcanple.  --near  Sturhridi^c  line.""  A  di-iiict  or  nei^hhorhood  which 
includes  this  hu-ality  is  stili  called  ^olepo^■.  The  -i|e  i-  helow  I  he 
outlet  ot  a  small  natural  pond,  and  the  northei'ii  uio.-i  ot  the  I'oiepo^- 
^^'rouji.  d'he  notice  (d'  thi-  -ite  is  i^-ixcn  po-ition  here  that  the  tollow- 
inu'  more  im  porl  a  nt  place<  ly  im;'  sout  herly  het  w  een  I  hi-  a  nd  the  I  ;i  \  ei- 
N'illa^'e  iua\-  come  la-t  in  the  oi'der  ol  meniion. 

I'l  l  !  I'vi  t(     I        »(  n  ;   \  1 1  I.  \( .  1:. 

It  was  imduded  in  h'e\ .  John  l'di(.f.-  l.OMO  acre<:  and  when  tlx- 
(huieral  Court  in  Hi(i  I  L;-ranl<'d  him  1.00(1  am-<',-.  t o  i ncl ude  1  In,'  I'ormer 
Indian  L;it't.  \'ov  the  purpo-e  ot  e-i  ahli-hin--  a  l)|■ayin^■  town  oj  ihe 
Indians  like  that  at  Xa!  ii-k.  the  la nunauc  ot  the  ( 'ouri  i  -  :  ••In  an- w  er 
to  the  [tetition  (d  .Mr.  dolin  l'di(.l  in  l.ehalt  (d'  the  Indians  at  I'utikoo- 
kui»|)<>g'.u/"  eie. 

^'ears  ai;'o  some  stone  rtdics  werctouiulal  this  place.  Anmn-'lhem 
were  a  chi-el  (  perlia|>-  l<imaha  w  k  ),  a  L;-ouL;-e  and  a  -I  01  n-  nnna a r  oi'  corn 
mill;  also  -pear,-  and  aia'ows.  Ncai-  the  (aitlct  <d'  .Mum  pond,  a 
'■slorelinuse'"  td'  Upward-  ot  titty  piece-  in  \ariou-  .-tau'c-;  (d'  manu- 
laeture,  from  hiaidv-hlades  to  lini-la'd  imphanent-.  wa-  I'ound  care- 
i'ully  laiil  up  in  Ihe  I'luau  ot  a  p\i'amiil.  with  the  -malle-i  on  the  lup. 
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'I'lic  host  ol'  tlii'iu  wvvv  uivt'i!  lo  AmliLTsl  (  olleuf.    TIk'  site  is  pioh- 
e  t  lie  juiuM  ion  of  Aluiu  i»o)iil  luook  w  illi  Tot  »']»();;•  l)i'nok. 
sa(  IIi:m">  iio.Mi:. 

'I'iic  central  village  oT  ilic  ^■|•(•llp  nas  hct wcon  tlie  village  of  Puti- 
kookupitoi:,^'  on  tlic  iiorili  and  the  I'Avcv  N  illai^c  on  the  south. 
south  hut'  of  Mr.  !'Jiot"s  tiact  I'au  iK'twcen  this  phicc  and  i'ut il;( ioku])- 
|>oi;-^-;  and  ••Sj)riui;li(dd  (dtl  road""  was,  as  regards  the  lini'.  in  about 
tlic  same  plac*'.  'I'lic  \\iii,\\ aius  wci'o  on  the  hanks  of  a  beautiful  pond 
•270  rods  lon;^'  and  70  wide,  having;-  hard-land  sliores  on  e\  ery  side,  and 
idear  water  of  unceasinii,'  llow.  ()))en  to  the  sout heru  ))ree/e,  it  was 
yet  reniarkald}-  -htdlered  tioiu  the  rold  \\  ind>  in  all  other  directions. 
A  llatlened  knoll  at  the  south  end  was  adai>ted  for  holding'  their 
ureat  dances,  oi'  loi- an_\'  puldic  need.  Southward,  extendiiuj,-  to  Ki\ei" 
N'illaue,  were  many  acres  (d  ])lain-  land,  w  ell  adapted  to  t  he  raiding 
of  corn  and  beans. 

The  w  ater  <d'  Lon^-  i»ond  reseiwoir.  as  it  is  raised  above  tiie  (dd  pond, 
co\ers  th{'  ^rou.nd  that  was  once  shore,  and  the  soil  has  b^'cn  washed 
away,  exposini;-  to  \ie\v  th<'  st(Uie  remains  ol  the  pr(diist< uic  people 
wiio  (Uice  occupied  the  site.  The  (juality  of  the  \-arioui5  articles  tliat 
lia\e  been  found  w(dl  sustains  the  proposition  that  a  location,  so 
pr(derable  to  either  of  the  others  in  the  i;roup,  would  )m'  likely  to  he 
the  dwtdlin^-  l»lace  (d  the  Saciieui  of  the  !'ule|Ml^■  (dan. 

Amoiui'  the  articles  found  at  Sachem's  Nome  are  the  following':  A 
frauiuent  oi  Indian  pottery,  with  tastelul  ornamental  ion  around  ihe 
border;  a  part  <d'  the  tally-,~lon"  (d  a  warri(M'.  with  three  iuai'l;,s — per- 
haps the  mnnber  he  had  taken  of  scalps;  a  frauinent  of  his  scalpim;' 
Ivuile;  a  piece  (d  ochic.  with  the  mark  of  a  Hint  where  he  last  scraped 
up  the  dust  of  v\  hi(di  to  make  his  wai'  paiid,.  Pieces  of  uraphire  lia\-e 
l)efn  iound;  one  pierced  with  a  IimIc  tor  a  stiinu'.  and  all  (d'  them 
smooth  and  rounded  by  use  in  painting'  their  faces.  S(tme  llint  arrow 
or  spear  points  Iound  t  hei'e  are  of  suiierior  (juality  and  lini<h. 

'idle  names  of  the  u'ood  Indian^.  Wat  t  a  1  loo  w  eidsin  and  .\akin,  may 
be  associate*!  with  Sach(au"s  Home. 

'I'he  land  they  uave.  in  li;,').").  to  Kev.  John  i-diot  was  nonh  of  this 
\ilk-m('.  ha\inn'  Alum  pond  at  ! he  nort liea-i  coi  iicr  and  ilie  s<unh  line 
on  "Sj ii'ini;iield  old  I'oad"". 

'Idle  foreuoinu'  an-  all  the  localities  within  the  limi!<  (d  the  town  of 
St  urlu'ldue  that  are  a<  yet  known  (o  ha\e  t  urni-hed  >uHiciem  e\  id«'nce 
of  occupancy,  to  be  called  wigwam  site-. 

A  \<'i-y  line  spcciiuen  «d  a  stone  a.\e  and  soiue  other  lhini;s  ha\e 
been  found  at  (^)uas>iu'k  (U'  Leadndne  pond. 

l'reser\cd  in  collections  wliich  are  in  nei^hboi'ini;-  towns  are  \  alu- 
ablc  arlicdes  that    iic  juoperly  marked  as  from  St \irbridi:-e ;  but  it  is 


not  known  :i(  Nvhicli  Nillnu'c  ;niy  oiu-  ot  tlicin  were  lound. 

Sc(»i  ('s.  prohnldy  ii''Mrly  :i  ImiKlrct!.  oT  t  lif  -(oiir  imiilcniciil  -  of  mir 
'I'miiI  iiis(|vi('  hi(li;ilis  arc  Ixiiowii  lo  iiavt-  hcfii  carried  oiil  ol  ilii-town 
within  tlic  |»a-t  1  went y-!i \ <•  \car-. 

The  next  \illa,n-c  in  cour>c  aloni^'  the  jmlli  \v:i<  at  I>iltle  Ahini  pond. 
o\cr  tlic  line  in  I)rindi(dd,  ahoiii  one  and  onc-liall  mile-  Irom  Saclicnrs 
Home.  Tlic  \\  iu,\\  anr<  w  ere  on  a  I'.noll  lieiwcen  ilic  prcscin  lii^liw  ay 
and  tl!<'  i>ond.  sonthcrly  »d'  the  out  let  l»rooiv. 

'I'iic  wcstw  ard-t)onnd  path  C(nitiinied  on  north  «d  liie  |(ond  lo  <^)na- 
hanjj,'  Old  V\n  \  and  Shci  inaii  pond. 

'I'hc  ItKhan  iniidcincnts  found  at  Slicrnian  pond  and  at  each  (d  tlic 
other  i)ond<  trihiitary  to  the  <,)uinel)ani;-  in  the  town-  u[  Holland  and 
I'liion,  a[>pcar  to  he  tull\'  equal  in  lunuher  to  what  ha\e  hcen  lound 
at  poiuls  in  St  n.i-hi'id^c. 

INDIAN   not  St.S. 

'riieir  wiu'\\ain<  or  houses  were  constructed  as  to||(»w'<:  Tolc^  (c,- 
hranches  of  trees  were  set  in  the  ^I'onnd  in  a  circle  and  made  to  con- 
A'('i'i>;c  at  the  top,  and  there  tied  together,  'i'o  Ihis  Irame  wiuk  \\a< 
tied  a  c<»\-erini;'  (d'  mats  or  harl-..  lca\ini;  a  --mall  openiiii;'  at  tlie  lop  tor 
the  est-a[)c  (d  the  snujl^e  ti'om  the  lire  heneath. 

The  hetter  soil  had  also  a  linini;,'  (d  mats  oi'  luis.  Mats  sei-\('das 
han;i,ini;"s  lor  liouses,  and.  with  (tr  without  sl^ins.  aiH'oidi nu'  to  the 
season,  coucIk's  I'oi-  I'cpose  ;  toi-  which  latter  use  they  were  laid  upon 
^^■o()(lcn  sn))ports  a  toot  or  two  Irom  the  ground.  A  mat  oi-  -kin 
an-an.n'cd  to  (h-o|)  oxer  a  small  opening'  serxcd  lor  a  door:  and  (d  ihex' 
there  wi'Vi'  u-ually  tv\-o,  opposite  each  other,  so  that  I  he  one  that  was 
I'or  the  time  l)ein^'  to  the  windward  would  remain  alway>  clo>cd. 

'I'lieir  weirs  were  a  rude  ca^c  of  viicK<  and  -tones,  in  whicli  the 
bewildered  lisli  wei-e  easily  c-au<j,ht.  ()llier  devices  tor  lisliini;-  were 
(ho^e  of  the  si-oop-net.  the  cylindiical  Itaslvcl.  and  the  waxini;'  of 
torclies  o\-cr  IIh'  water  to  atlraci  to  the  -urlace  the  laiuer  li-h.  ihei-e 
to  he  sti'uck  hy  a  spear. 

Tlicy  i-aised  luai/e  (U'  hiihan  corn,  the  s(piasli.  the  puiupkin  and  the 
hcnn  now  called  tlic  Sei\a  hean.  'I'hcir  hoe  wa^  made  Iroui  a  claiu 
sh(dK  (U-  a  uioose"s  -houlder  hiade  lasieued  iiUo  a  wditden  handle. 

hi  winler  they  shot  oi-  snarc(L  or  caught  in  pitfalls  the  moo>e.  the 
1)ear  and  tlie  deei-;  in  the  sunnuer  with  stil!  less  trouldc,  procui-cd  lor 
thems(d\'es  a  \ai"icly  of  hirds:  and  they  ohtained  nut<.  i-ooi-  and 
berries  in  tlieir  season. 

Hread  they  kiH'W  not  h(»^^■  ro  make;  l»ut  the  pai'ched  keriuds  of  c-orn 
A\ere  eaten  whole,  oi'  crushed  with  a  sloue  |ic>tle  in  a  W()(tden  or  >iojie 
mortal-  to  the  consistency  of  lueal  :  it  wa-  then  mixed  with  watei-.  and 
made  into  a  paste,  which  wa-  callc(l  nookhik.    (  orn  w.a-  ai-o  boiled 


citlici'  iiloiic  iiilo  lioiniiiy.  of  cl-^f  mi\<Ml  witli  beans,  in  wliirli  t-nsc  the 
conipounl  ^\as  call<'tl  succolasli.  l'!c-li  and  lish  wtTc  cooked  by 
loastin*;-  bctoic  a  tire  on  the  iioint  of  a  sticl-;,  ])roilin^  on  liot  coals 
oi'  stones,  or  boilin;;'  in  \('ss('ls  of  stone,  eailln'n  or  wood.  Of  tln-ii' 
clolliin^-  an  early  w  riler  say-^ :  "  Tlieii-  eoat^  are  nnide  <,f  di\-ers  sorts 
of  skins,  whence  tli<'y  lia\e  their  Deer-.-kin  Coats,  theii-  JieaNcr  Coats, 
their  Otter  Coats,  their  Kak<*on-skin  Coats  and  S(|uiril-skiii  (Joats. 
'I'hey  ha\e  aI>o  a  (,'oat  or  ^hln^h'  cnriousTy  made  of  the  tin<'st  and 
lairest  featliers  of  their  Tnrkeys,  which  their  old  men  make,  and  is 
with  them  as  \-el\et  is  witli  u<  in  l']-leem.  Within  this  (  oat  or  Skin 
they  slee))  \-ei-y  contentedly  h\-  day  or  nii;lit.  in  tli<'  hon<e  or  in  the 
woods.  They  have  also  ilie  skin  »d'  a  u'reat  Beast  called  .Moose,  as  1)1^; 
as  an  Ok,  which  some  call  a  red  heer.  which  the\-  connnoidy  ]taint 
for  their  Sunnnei'  W  earin;;",  with  a  \  ariety  of  l'\)rni  and  Cohiurs.'" 

In  fnrther  i  1  histratitni  of  the  fre(inent  seenes  at  these  little  villa;;-es, 
al>o  a<  I urni-hiiii!,'  e\idence  of  the  impoi-tance  and  constant  \is"  of 
the  (dd  Tantin^qne  path,  thi'  foll(»win<;'  (jiiotation  from  Hiil)1)ard's 
••History  o!'  N<'\v  iOnuhi  iid  ■",  written  in  1(J7U.  will  Ix-  in  ])lace  h<'re 
as  follow  s  : 

"Kvcry  noated  jtlace  of  lishin^-  or  iinntin.i;-  was  nsually  a  distiiu-t 
Seimnory  ;  and  thither  all  their  friends  and  allyes  of  the  neiiilihor- 
hood  nsed  to  resort  in  the  time  of  y<M're  to  attend  tliose  seasons; 
partly  for  recreation,  and  ]>ai1l\  to  make  provisions  for  the  ycere. 

Such  places  a<  they  chose  Ini-  their  aliode  vvere  usually  at  tlic  Falls 
of  liical  ITivers,  or  neai'  the  seaside  wliere  was  any  convenience  of 
catchinii'  such  as  e\cry  sununei-  and  winter  used  to  come  u])on  the 
coast  :  att  wliich  time  they  used,  like  i^ood  fellows,  to  make  all  com- 
mon :  and  then  those  who  had  entertained  th<'ir  nei^hlxus  hy  the 
seaside,  exjiected  tlie  like  kiutluess  from  them  a^aiue  u]»  lii^her  iii 
the  country:  an<i  were  wont  to  ha\('  ureat  dances  for  nurlh  at  those 
i^euera  1  meetinii's. 

W'itli  such  kind  (d'  intercourse  were  their  alliiyres  and  connn(M'C<' 
c-arried  on  hetwcen  those  that  li\-ed  up  in  the  country  and  those  that 
were  seated  on  the  seacoast  ahoiu  the  hav<'ns  and  channells  that 
issued  into  the  sea  ;  where  there  \ised  to  be  at  all  times  clams,  muscles 
and  oasters,  and  in  the  summer  season  lobsteis.  bass  or  mullet,  and 
sturii'eon  of  which  they  used  to  take  ureat  plenty  and  dr}'  them  in  the 
smoal;e,  and  keej)  theui  the  rest  of  the  yeere.  Cp  higher  at  the  Falls 
<■>{'  the  ^reat  l>i\t'r  tiie\'  use<l  to  take  salmon,  shad  and  alewives  that 
they  used  in  ^it-at  <piantityes.  nu>re  than  cartloa<is,  in  the  spring' 
to  pass  up  into  lr«'sh  water  ponds  and  lakes,  there  in  to  spawne,  of  all 
which  they,  with  their  \\('irs  used  to  take  li'reat  store  for  thtdr  u-^e. 
In  all  siu'li  phu      there  was  wont  to  be  ureat  ri'sort." 
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so 

Tliis  (|U(it;U  ion  (»i  a  coiitciiiiHuary  wiitcr  i>  ot  iiiiuli  iiit«Mf-t .  TIk' 
cartloads  of  lisli  thai  rvcry  s|iiiiiL;'  passed  up  iiiht  our  pond-.  ui\cs  us 
the  rc^ason  why  ilic  Indian  wiuwanr-  clu<tfr(Ml  a(  tlir  outlet  (d  caeh 
and  ('\('ry  one  (d'  tiuan.  'I'lif  wrilci-  -how-  u-  why  tiicrc  were  wi  II- 
Iviiow  n  i)ath<  IVoni  .Mas-aclni-d  t  -  l>ay.  llic  liay  (d  (  apt'  (  od.  ami  tin- 
ha\('ns  and  clianntd-;  alxmt  Trox  idcncc.  and  Ironi  Xoiwich  and  New 
London,  towards  th<'  Irc-ii  x\aii'r  pond-  and  ihc  tali-  ot  thr  ri\i'r< 
of  the  intcriol'. 

\\v  \i-A\v  traced  tliese  se\('ral  paths  t(»  a  |)oint  at  'I'ant iusipie  ;  and 
th<'n,  havin;^"  passed  thi-oui;li  thi<  place  as  one  i;reat  path.  Ihere  were 
di\ criiin;;"  paths  to  all  the  noted  |>lace>  tor  lishiiii;'.  W C  al-o  learn 
that  thes<'  places  were  distinct  -eiiiniories ;  contirmin;;'  w  hat  was 
written  hy  William  rynclHUi  in  HMT.  a-  follows; 

'^Thcrc  are  severail  sniale  Sachinis  of  (.^Miahauu',  and  in  all  near 
phtcos  there  are  olliei-  smale  Sacliinrs.  no  one  Sachini  doth  lade  all." 

Ill  the  year  IVuV.i,  when  lioston  wa-  an  inlant  settlement,  ahont 
tliree  years  of  auc  enterprises  of  disco\ery  and  trade  l)e^an  to  he 
\indertaken. 

'Tlie  journal  of  dohn  Wdntiirop  contains  the  fol lowiiiL:,'  hii«d' 

entry  nnd<'i-  (hite  of  Sept.  1,  ](;;{;{ : 

• '.I oh n  Oldham  and  tiiree  w  ith  him  w  cut  oxer  land  to  ( 'tuineclicnt  to 
trade.    'I'he  Sachems  used  tliem  kindly  and  L;a\('  tiiem  some  l»ea\('r. 

''Thoy  hi-(>u^iit  <d'  tlie  hemp  n\  Inch  ;.;row  s  there  in  i;feat  ahundance, 
and  is  mucli  hetter  tlian  tin'  I'jiulisii.  lie  accounts  it  to  he  alunn  one 
hundred  and  sixty  miles.  lie  hrou^ht  some  Idack  lead,  when'td  ilie 
Indians  told  him  there  was  a  whole  rock,  lie  lodged  at  Indian  towns 
all  the  way." 

This  is  all  that  is  recorded  (d  that  notalde  journey,  the  lir-t  vi-it  of 
the  white  man  to  the  interi(u-  (d  Massachusetts.  I'erhap.-  in  all  theii- 
journey  tliere  is  no  place  where  to-day  the  place  (d'  their  lootsteps  can 
he  so  nearl)'  deterndned  as  at  the  ()!d  l''oi'dwa\  in  Tantiusipie. 

The  ])iet-es  of  Idack  le.ad  I'ound  at  Sachem's  Home  are  suuu'est  ixc  of 
the  nntniu'r  in  which  the  discoxcry  of  the  mine  x\as  made:  indeed 
those  v(M'y  pieces  nniy  haxc  heen  seen  and  handled  !»y  .lohn  Midham; 
wlHUV(d'  the  Indian^  told  him  there  wa-  a  whole  rocl<. 

The  mine  is  two  oi-  three  ndles  southerly  (d'  the  Indian  xillau'e-  that 
lie  on  the  j^rcat  pat  h. 

Two  3'ears  later,  \(yA~),  (iov.  W  inthrop  w  iites: 

''Ahout  sixty  men.  women  and  I'hildren  wcid  hy  land  tow  ards  < 'on- 
necticut  ^\  itll  their  h(U-ses  ( hei fei  s  r  ^  and  sw  ine,  and,  alter  a  tedious 
and  dillicult  jouri'.ey.  arrived  sale  tlier<'." 

A^ain  ( )c*t  oher  "ill.  the  same  year,  as  lollows: 

"•There  (  ame  tw  id\c  men  1  rom  < 'onnect  icul .     The\-  had  heen  ten 
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(l;iys  oil  llicir  jdiiriicy  ;iii(l  lind  1<>-1  ol  llifir  ci nn jmnw  d n )\\  lU'd 

ill  ilic  ice  liy  the  way:  and  Iiad  lucii  all  -lar\('d.  luil  lliat  liv  (ioiTs 
I ir( •\idi'iicr  llicy  liad  liuliird  upon  an  Indian  wigwam."" 

William  I'ynrlion  loiindrd  hi-  (-(doii)  at  S|  ninL:  lirld  iliat  -ann-  year, 
Ki;^"):  and  llir  lol  low  i  in;-  year  a  road  wa>  niarl-cd  llironuii  Iroin  Siii-ini;-- 
tirld  lo  i;osi(.n.  'riii>  r(<ad  or  jialli  wa>  calli'd  llic  ••()ld  (  oiiih'ci  iciit 
jialir"  and  •*Sl)|•in^•|i(dd  old  road  and  it,  lia-  Ix  di  ('(dchralcd  in  -lory 
l.y  Dr.  .].  (i.  II(dland"s  lii-ioiical  no\cl  boarin--  (lir  liilc  oi  "'I'lir  ilay 
I'alh"'.  li  appear-  to  lia\t'  been  ilio  only  patli  IVoiii  Sprin^liidd  lo 
r>o>l(Ui  lor  ten  or  l\\(d\('  years,  until  KllS.  at  ANliicli  tinM"'io\-.  \\  in- 
llirop  w  rites  :  ■•'I'liis  year  a  iit-w  way  wa-  loniid  out  by  Xa>liaway 
(  LaiK'a>t<'r),  wliicli  a\<>id<'d  inurli  (d'  ilic  liilly  way."" 

in  dcscribiiiL:,'  the  coursr  of  thi<  "iit-w  way"".  K'('\ .  Mr.  'I'ciiiplc  sa_\'s  : 
••This  road  lidt  llic  ()ld  (  oniicrl i^-iit  palli  in  tlio  town  ol'  W'cslon,*' 
and  he  d('st.-ribc-  ii-;  c(Mir>c  tlir(iUL;Ii  Lanra-tcr.  Xiw\-  lirainrrcc.  \\'c-l 
i;ro.,lJi(dd  and  ^\arr(•n.  ••••nt cri n--  i'.rinditdd  jii-t  iiorili  ol  Hubbard"- 
hill,  and  -truck  llic  souiImm  u  trail  ca-l- oT  Stccra;^*'  L'ock.  and  so  con- 
tiiuK'd  to  Sprin- ticld."" 

The  lo(,'ati(Ui  <d'  tlio  section  (d  Mr.  rynchiui"-  road  IVoiii  r)xtord  to 
iiriiiili<'ld  \\as  di-co\crcd  in  the  I  ol  lo  wi  ni:,'  iiiatiner:  In  172'.)  an 
a-.-ociat  ion  of  uciitleiiieii  obtained  Iroiii  the  (;eiieial  ( 'ourt  of  Ma-.-a- 
chu-e|t  -  a  ^ranl  of  luildic  land  ••  lyin^;'  between  llriiiili(dd  and  ( >  \  lord. 
I5!-ooUti(dd  and  the  Pio\ince  line"",  toi-  a  new  township,  which  was 
alierwards  settled  and  incorporated  and  recei\-ed  [he  name  ol  Stur- 
brid-c. 

As  early  a-  the  lollowini;,'  si)riiiu-,  1730.  tlie  ^i■rantees  proceeded  to 
lay  out  a  por1i(Ui  of  their  land  lor  ,-et  t  lenient .  A  de-eript  ion  (d'  t  he 
lots  suiAcyed  wa-  recordeil  in  what  calle(l  ilie  rropriet  i  ir"s  l'>ook. 
'l'he:-e  earliest  record^  e(Uitain  occasional  iiieiiti<Mi  of  the  ••liriiiilicdd 
and  Oxiord  path""  or  ••the  (dd  path"",  and  ••old  lordway"".  As  lound 
in  the  book,  t  lie-e  ride  re  I  ices  coll\  ey  to  t  he  casiia  1  reader  no  l^now  lcd^■e 
<d  t!ie  location  (d  these  iialhs.  '["lie  caivlul  de<cripti<ui  (d'  the  \^>\<  lia< 
made  it  ito.-.-dde.  liowe\er.  to  make  a  map  (d  tlie  town  accordinn' 
to  1  he  pro]»rietor"v  sur\  I'y. 

A  knowledge  ol  tlie  locatiiui-  \\  here  path-  and  I'ordw  ays  are  m  n- 
1  ioiied  in  I  he  old  recoi  d<  has  t  hn  -  been  obi  a  i  iied  ;  and  b\-  mi  nut  e  a  nd 
loii^'  continued  in\■es^i^■at  ion  up<ui  the  urouiid.  the  path-  ha\('  been 
1  raced  I  roiii  point  to  point  of  reeoi  d.  N'ea  i'  w  here  i  he  old  Ox  |oi d  :i  nd 
Stiirbridu-c  line  ci-o--e-  the  Mcd'vinstry  br(<ok.  inenti(ni  i-  made  <d  the 
••(  )ld  <  )xtord  road  or  path."' 

The  rtd'ereiice  i-  lound  in  the  record  (d  the  peiaiiibulal  ion  ol'  tlie 
to\\n  lino  in  17ld.  and  e-labli-hcs  i  he  lad  -ullicienlly  tor  hi-t(M-ical 
purpo-e.-;   but    the  antiquarian  i-  not   -ali-lied:  a  \i-it   to  the  -pot 


discovers  tli<'  lordwny,  ami  iii  Ixilli  dinH'tioii-  ihc  jiath  i-  plainly 
visible.  Towards  Oxlurd  it  lia-  Itccii  ((d  1(»\\  cd  to  i  li<-  iiitiTidi- ol  i he 
town  ol'  ( 'liaiit(»n.  ^oiiit;  ca-iward  tlii'oiiuli  the  \allry  south  ol  the 
rent fc.  ill  the  riL^lit  diiccM  ion  to  mci-t  and  itccomc  t  he  cuui  iuiial  ion  ot 
the  (^)ual)auii,'  path  nicntioiicd  in  the  "lli^toiy  ol  ()\rord." 

In  the  opi-'ositc  dircriion.  \s<'st\\ai(l  tVoni  the  |»oInt  ol  icrord  on 
Oxrofd  old  liiK',  it  ran  thron-  li  .M  i  s.  .Met  iilpin"-  |;irin  to  a  ^inall  Tudd 
surrounded  hy  pa.-liir«'  land,  in  tht-  noith\\c>t  p  in  <d  the  S.  1\  Mai-h 
larni. 

The  i)ath  Ironi  Woodstock  entered  at  this  phuc;  and  tliere  are  laets 
of  record  and  local  indication^  which  proxc  this  spot  to  ha\e  i»een 
a  place  of  lialtini:,'  or  canipiiiL;'  tor  rho<e  n\1io  wei'e  pas<in^'  aloiiu  the-e 
paths. 

Fr(un  tliere  to  the  Old  l'\)rduay  at  'i'ant ins(iii(\  it  is  plainly  trace- 
able \vliere\-er  the  i;roiind  has  not  l)een  disturlH'd  by  the  plow  oi-  ol  her 
circuinstance,  with  one  point  of  rei'ord  midway.  it  t'ros>ed  Taiilin^- 
(pie  brook  wliere  now  the  Tistid  pond  dam  is  situated. 

From  the  Old  Ford  way  it  was  overlaid  general  ly  by  the  earliest 
town  way  to  a  point  l>acl^  of  Mr.  (i.  X.  r>acoii"<  >iore  in  l'i<kdale. 
It  crossed  the  l*otepo«;-  valle_\-  north  (d'  Sachem"-;  Home,  and  continued 
:is  directly  as  possible  t(»  i  he  outlet  of  idltle  Alum  pond. 

It  is  William  Pyiu'liou's  road  opened  in  Ki.'Ji;.  tollowiiiL;- the  uencral 
course  of  the  path  of  the  Indian-  wliich  had  be<'n  tia\ei-sed  Ihn'c  \-ears 
previously  by  John  Oldham.  It  wa<  the  r»ay  Path  of  Dr.  ,1.  (1. 
ll<dland"s  liist(H-ical  no\(d. 

The  poetic  lan^uau-e  (d  l»r.  Holland  in  regard  to  this  path  is  as 
follows: 

"The  principal  commuidcat ion  witli  the  ea-iern  -ettlenicnt^  wa-  b\- 
a  path  marked  l»y  trees  a  port  ion  <  d  t  hedi-t  ance  and  by  slight  (dear- 
ini;'  of  bru-h  and  thicket  for  the  remaimh'r.  Xo  stream  A\a>  bridged, 
no  hill  ^radcik  and  no  marsh  drained.  The  path  led  tl^•ou^■h  woods 
whicli  b(M-e  the  marks  of  the  ccnturie>.  o\cr  bai-ren  hills  that  iiad  been 
licked  by  {he  Iiidiai!>"  liounds  (tf  tire,  and  abuiu'  the  bank-  (d  -treams 
that  the  seine  had  ne\er  d iaui;<'d.  Tlii<  path  was  ktn)wn  a<  ilie  •  \\a\ 
Fath,"  and  received  its  name  in  the  -aiiie  manner  as  the  multitudi- 
nous -old  l>ay  roads"  that  led  ro  Bo-t»!n  Irom  e\ery  (piarti-r  of 
Massachusetts. 

It  was  wonderfid  wliat  a  powerful  intcresr  wa-  attached  ro  the  T.ay 
path.  It  was  the  channel  throui;h  winch  law-  were  communicated. 
throu<;'h  which  llowed  news  Iromili-tant  frieiuN.  andlhrouiih  wliitdi 
came  loin;  lo\iim'  letters  and  ines-a,i;e-.  Ii  w  a-  t  he  \  anil  I'd  pa--aL;-e 
aloiii;'  wiruh  ecdioed  the  xoice-  thai  called  from  acres-  the  ocean,  and 
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tlii'oiijiii  wliirli.  like  low-toned  tliuiidcr,  I'olh'd  Die  din  oT  tlic  invent 
world. 

That  iY)U«ih  tlii-cad  (d'  soil.  cd)<»i)i)('d  hy  tli<'  l>l:id<'s  ol'  a  Inmdrcd 
si  reams,  was  a  txmd  lliat  i-adiate(l  at  eaeli  tn  iniiius  into  a  thousand 
liWrcs  of  lo\('  and  intci-cst  and  liojic  and  nicniory.  It  was  tlic  one 
way  l<d't  o|)('n  tlirou^li  \\liii'h  the  sweet  tide  of  sympathy  mi^ht  How, 

J>ut  it  was  also  associated  with  fear<.  and  Ilie  imauination  (dlen 
clothed  it  w  ith  teri'ors,  (d'  which  experience  and  ol>-ei-\  at  ion  had 
fui-nisli<'<l  only  s]»ar<(dy  scalteivd  hints.  'I'iie  hoy,  as  he  heard  the 
stories  of  the  patli.  went  slowly  t(»  hed,  and  dreamed  of  litlie  wild- 
i-ats  s(|uatted  stealtliily  (ui  o\ cihanuini;'  liiid»s,  or  ilie  lon^'  leaji 
thi-oui;li  the  air  upon  the  doomed  horseman,  and  the  tenihie  death 
ill  the  woods. 

()r.  in  the  midniij,'lit  t'am])  he  heard  llirouii,h  the  low'  forest  an-hes — 
crii-hed  down  l»y  the  wcii:,ht  (d'  the  daikiiess — the  loiiii,'  drawn  how  I  of 
the  huiiiiry  W(df.  Or.  slee])ini;-  in  hi-  tent  oi'  hy  his  lire,  he  was 
awakened  l>y  the  cracklini;'  stit-ks,  and  lyiiii;'  hreathle>s,  lieard  a  lonely 
Ix'ar  as  lie  simtled  and  ^i-unteil  ahoiit  his  eai's.  ( )r,  I'idin^'  aloni;'  l)Iithely, 
and  thinking"  of  no  danger,  a  hand  of  strayiiii;'  Teipiots  arose,  witli 
switt  ai'iows  to  a\<'nii,-e  the  massacre  of  Iheir  kindred. 

'{"he  r>ay  ]>ath  was  charmed  uround — a  prec  ious  passai;"e — anddurini;' 
the  sprinu'.  lh<'  suimuer  and  the  earl\'  autumn,  hardly  a  settler  of 
Auawam  went  out  of  door>  or  changed  his  position  in  the  liidds, 
or  looked  up  from  his  lahor.  or  rested  on  his  oars  ii|)ou  the  hosoui 
(d  the  riv<'r,  without  turniii;^-  his  eyes  to  the  point  at  which  that  path 
opened  from  the  hrow  (d  the  wootled  hill  U] )on  the  cast  :  where  now 
I  he  hell  of  the  hm;('  arsena.l  tell<  hourly  (d  t  he  coiuin^i' ot  a  straiii^er 
a  loii;j^  the  path  of  1  ime. 

And  wIk'Ii  some  w(Uii  and  weary  man  came  in  sii;hl.  upon  lii-  half- 
^tar\('d  horse,  or  two  thr<'e  pedestrians  hendiii;j,-  hencath  Iheir 
packs,  and  swini;in,i;'  their  sturdy  sta\<'s,  were  seen  appioachinu', 
the  \illa;;t'  was  astir  from  one  end  to  the  other.  Whoever  the  comer 
mi^ht  he,  lie  was  w(dcoiiied  with  a  c(U-diality  and  uinxcrsalily  that 
were  not  so  mucli  an  c\idence  of  hospitality,  jx'rhaps.  as  of  the  '  ish 
to  iiear  of  the  ^\(dfaI•e  of  those  who  were  loNcd.  or  to  leel  the  kiss 
of  one  moi'c  wa\e  fi-om  the  ^-I'cat  ocean  of  the  W(U-1<1. 

And  wlien  one  of  the  settlers  started  loiih  upon  the  journey  to  the 
!'>ay,  with  his  luirdeii  of  letters  and  me>-a^'e>.  and  hi-  numherle-s 
commission-  for  petty  purchases.  thee\e!ii  wa>  W(dl  known  tt»e\ory 
indi\idual,  and  the  ad\enturer  recei\cd  the  heiudit  of  puldic  prayers 
for  ihe  ])rosperity  <>{'  his  pas^au'c  and  the  safet>'  of  hi<  rclurii."' 

It  was  of  tin-  same  path  that  Dr.  Holland  writes  as  follows:  In 
ten  years,  the  Pay  path  liad  heen  clian,u"ed  I  rom  a  simple  hiidle-])ath 


to  a  \\■^>vn  and  I  r<'<n!('iit t'd  liiuliw  ay.  racl^cd  lioi  <('<  wciil  and  t  aiiic 
upon  it  tlir(>ui;'h  all  tli<'  sunniHT  and  antiiiiin:  la nd-lmnt it-;,  in  iiicir\- 
parties,  t'anl'crcd  aloni;-  it-  >liady  aisles:  laniuiant-  enininL;-  lidiii  and 
retui'uin*''  to  tlie  -trance  trciujit-  ol  children  and  household 

stutVs,  and  (h'oves  of  cows  and  u<»at-.  erepl  aloni;'  the  solitude,-  whieh 
it  divided,  and  liiihted  niiihlly  their  lonely  tir<'s;  Mi'.  Pynehon.  wiiii  a 
pleasant  retiinie  of  eouipanion-.  w  hich  not  iint  reijuent  ly  nundn'red 
sonic  of  the  women  <d  the  plantation,  went  twice  a  year  to  attend  the 
(ieiieral  Court,  and  t  he  a  rt  eiy  c(  )nneci  i  ni^-  i  he  di-t  a  nt  -''ttlenient  with 
the  hody  <<\  the  colony  throhhed  more  liccly  with  the  lite  in- 
tluence  ot  the  i;row  ini;'  lieai  t  ." 

As  an  Indian  pat  li.  t  he 'l  anl  in-(|ue  >ection  \\  a-  l  he  conneci  in^'  liidc 
hetween  those  that  con\'eri;-ed  I Vdin  the  hays,  chaiMiels  and  ha\en-  ol 
tlie  sea  throui^'hout,  the  \n  hole  co;i-t  t  rom  Boston  to  New  London  and 
tho-e  tliat,  heyond  ilie  di\ide.  di\i'ii;('d  in  all  direction<  to  the  p(Uid> 
and  ri\('i-s  (»r  t he  int<'rior. 

It-  coir-^tant  use  h\-  the  nati\e-;  wa-  ('(Uitimied  while  they  remained 
in  the  Nipnet  c-ouutiy.  or  uiuil  the  year  ](;7(».  when  they  were  dri\«'n 
IVoni  theii-  lutmes. 

Tliere  are  upon  rectu'd  sc\eral  notahle  in-iance-  ot  pai1ie<  pa->inu- 
this  way,  hoth  I nihans  and  a\  hiti'  men.  pre\ iou>  to  and  durini;;  Kin^ 
Philip's  war:  (d  which  the  detail-  do  not  come  within  the  scope 
of  this  article. 

As  a  white  nnin's  hridle-palh  and  cartway,  it  was  opened  hy  \Mlliaiu 
Pynchon  imnu'diattdy  al'tei'  est;dllishin^•  his  ti^adinu'  po<t  at  Sprin^■- 
Ihdd.  It  was  the  only  way  tVoni  l>o-ton  to  Sprin^lield  uiUil  K'.IS. 
a  period  ol  ten  oi-  twtdye  years,  wlien  a  new  way  was  lound  out. 
around  tln'onuh  Lancaster.  'I'liat.  in  turn,  w  a>  superseded  hy  the 
county  road  ordeied  to  he  laid  out  !  )ec.  -I'A.  ]('>7'A.  at  a  court  held 
at  ( 'harle>tow  n :  \\  hich  wa^  to  ^c,  throuL;h  Marlhoi  i.  to  \\drce-tei\ 
and  so  to  Hrookli(dd. 

'The  old  way  had  so  far  i^dne  out  id'  u-e  as  a  white  man's  ]);ith  that 
an  <'arly  writei'  rtd'errini;,-  to  l  he  Indian-  (d' Ila-sam<iievi|  (.)•(,  ra  It  on. 
says  tiiat  ^'the  inhal)ilants  were  well  known  to  the  ljiii,li-h  when 
( 'onnccticut  road  went  that  w  ay." 

Major  (JooUin,  in  his  deseiiption  of  Has>amene-it  in  1(I7J.  speak-  in 
11h'  following'  manner  (d'  the  old  path:  ••  lla--anu'ne>it  siuiiitieth 
a  place  of  small  stones;  it  lietlial)oul  t  hi  rt  y-eii^  ht  nnle>  from  l'>o-ton. 
west.  s(!utlier!y,  and  is  ahout  two  nnle>  ca-lward  <d  Nipmuclv  ii\er 
(I'dackstone)  and  near  unto  the  old  roadway  to  (  onnect iiait ." 

Aftei'  Ihixhury  peojile  had  scttl<'(|  W  ood-toi-k  in  KISC.  and  the 
l-'reneh  had  he^■un  at  <)\toiii  soon  at  terw  ard-.  the  route  iiein^'  a  lou^' 
tlie  old  Connecticut  jiath  to  Oxloid.  iheii  1<.  W dod-t ( K'k,  tha'  iMcame 
once  more  an  important  patli,  and  made  a  laiue  imp!-e<-ion  upon 
history:  while  we  liaxc  the  mention  oid\-  o|  a  (^>ual>auu-  path  oi-  lane 
U'oinU'  west  from  Oxic'rd.  hut  which  wa-  in  reality.  .1-  ha-  hicii  drarly 
shown,  the  earliest  path  to  (^tiahaui:'  <  »ld  I'.nt  a  nd  (  on  ueci  icut  ri\i'r. 
It  was  the  same  (dd  path  aloti-  which  the  early  ,-ettleis  (d  New  Metl- 
tield  or  Stui-hrid_i;'e  found  their  w  a  \'  in  17;{u  to  17.'>7:  and  iheic  are 
sections  in  this  town  <d'  nian\  rods  in  leiiulh  wiiere  ilic  maik-  ol  iheir 
wlie<ds  Ikuc  remained  iindisturhed  tor  nioic  than  one  hundred  and 
lifty  years;  and  these  \isih|c  tracks  tollow  in  tlio-e  that  hail  Immmi 
trodden  ihr  iiiL:,'  a  pnw  iou-  one  hundred  yeai  s  i n  1  he  old  ( 'on ni'ct iiait 
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Il  !ii;iy  lu'  well  ;it  t  lie  »Mit  >i't  t(»t|U(.t<'  troiii  1 1  uhlKiid"-  lli-tdiyol 
Xt'\\  I'lii^ilaiid.*  wiitlcii  ;i)>titil  l(i7'.>.  icspci  I  iiii;-  >(»iii('  ru>t(iiii<  of  lli<- 
altoiiiiiiK's,-  -■•  M\ ery  iioalfd  idncc  ot  ti^liiii;.^-  oi'  liuiitiiit;'  was  usually 
a  (li<liucl  sciiiiiiory.  and  lliitlici'  all  tliciic  tiicuds  and  allyes  ol  the 
nciuhlKU'iui:  inccs  used  id  icxnl  in  tlii'tiin*'  ol  yccrt-Io  atli-nd 
llio-t'  sca-ons.  partly  lor  rcciration.  and  jiartly  t(»  nial^r  pioNission 
1  or  t  he  ycciH'.  Such  (ilacc^  llicy  rliox'  loi-  their  al'-odc.  wcrr  u-u- 
aily  at  the  Tails  ol  ^icat  rixcrs.  or  ncarc  thf  sea  sidr.  w  heir  \\a<  any 
ron\ «'ni<'nc('  ol  cati-hinu"  sucli  a^  <-\t'ry  sunnn<'i'  and  wintt'r  used  to 
I'onio  upon  lln' coast  :  att  \\hich  tinirs  IIm-n  used,  like  j^'ood  trllows, 
to  niakt'  all  connnoii:  and  then  ilio>c  wiio  had  <'nr('itain*'d  tlifiic 
neighbors  h}-  the  sea  side,  opccicd  tin-  like  kindnoss  Ironi  ihcm 
aiiaiiu'.  up  hiuhcr  in  the  <'ountry  :  and  they  we  ic  \\  ( »nl  to  ha\('  th<'ir<' 
iiicat  daiK'J's  tor  mirth  at  rlicsc  licncrall  mccrinus.  W  ith  such  kindc 
ol Cnrcrcourx'  wcic  their  allayrcs  an<l  connucrcc  carried  on.  hetwecn 
those  tlial  li\edup  in  t  he  count  ry,  and  tho-e  that  w  cic  -eat  <'d  on  the 
-ea  coast,  ahout  tlie  haseiis  and  (-haniKd  1>  t hat  i-sued  into  tlie^ea; 
\\  h<'rf  theic  used  to  he  at  all  times,  (dams.  mussel>,  and  oaysters,  and 
in  the  sununer  season  lohsteis,  hass.  or  mullet,  and  sttirj^con.  of 
which  they  n<i'd  to  take  ^•i<'at  plenty,  and  dry  them  in  the  smoake, 
and  keep  them  llie  re-r  ol'  Ihe  yeare,  [' ]>  hii;iier.  at  the  la  1  Is  (d\..  reat. 
rivers,  tliey  used  t<t  take  salmoti.  sliad.  alewixo,  that  ir-ed  in  ureat. 
(piatit  iri<'s,  more  than  cal  l  loades.  in  the  <pi  ini;'  to  pa<>  up  into  the 
Iresli  wattei-  ponds  and  lakes,  therein  to  -pawiie.  ol  all  whicli  they, 
with  their  wares.  u<ed  to  rake  i^reat  ^lore  (oi  their  u-e.  In  all  such 
places  tiiere  wa-  w<ml  to  hee  i;i-eai  resort/" 

l''rom  A\i:;\\am  to  T\iiiwam,  that  had  hospiraitle  ddoi's  always  open 
on  the  lee\sard  side.  I  he  pi-ehistoric   peo])lc  drilled  on  their  lonu-dis- 
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taiu'c  jiiitli^.    A  -tone  moitar  lor  t lie  i: lindiiiL:,'  (>[  paii  licil  corn. 
a   Iialtiiii;'  jjlacc:    and  it  iiccc-.-ai-y.  williiii  their  wiaii-  ol  sl^iii>  t>v 
woven  IVallii'rs.  tliey  slept  a-  conli-ni  ed  1  \  in  llie  i;reat  |)athle>-  lor<'-t- 
as  tlie  hii'ds  witliiii  llieir  ne<i--.    'Tlieir  trails,  hy  constant  n-e.  t><'c;inie 
paths. 

rpoii  the  ad\('nt  of  another  race,  the  marks  (d  the  Indian".-  inoeea- 
sined  I'eet:  were  xcry  soon  eo\cre(l  hy  the  liea\y  steps  ol  the  white 
nn-n.  The  |)ath  ol  the  Indian  heeainc  the  earliest  roadway  (d  Ihc 
pioiKM'r  settlers.  'I'liei-e  has  Itren  t  ran-niit  1  eil  t  o  u>  lronieari\  time, 
some  l<nowledn-e.  indelinite  in  part-,  ol  the  i^^neral  eonr-i'  ol  -onie  ol 
the  lonu-disianee  paths  uxhI  liy  tln'  Indian-. 

April  1.  ](!.■{!,  tliiiM^  saehenr<  IVom  Auawam.  or  \ieinityol  Sprinu- 
tiehl,  one  ot  whom  liad  lor  a  time  hcen  in  the  sei\iee  ol  Sir  Waltei- 
Jfaieii^h,  visited  (iow  \Mnthr(.p.  and  hore  t(»  the  I<:n-li>h  the  lii-t  in- 
t«dliii-enee  (d'  tlie  ( 'onneetieiit  river,  and  ot  the  w  ay  o\ rrl.i  nd  hMlnir 
))lace  ot  residence.  This  is  the  route  that  is  to  1  )e  j  la  it  icida  r  1  y  co  n- 
sidered  later  on:  and  it  is  sntlicient  at  present  to  -ay  thai  writi-r- 
a^'rce  that  I  rom  l>o-t  on  it  went  i  hionuh  Sun.i  h  l  'randni;ham  to  <  »  \  i  ord. 

There  was  aintther  path  nu-nt  ioned  in  t  he  ;j,rant  (»l  i  lie  old  town  ot 
Meiidon,  date  alxMit  KlCiO.  The  low  n-liip  w  a-  laid  out  on  hoth-itic-. 
and  h(uinds  made  at  ceitain  di-taiici--  north  and  -oiith  each  way  Irom 
the  patli;  which  proves  that  the  ways  n.-nall\  lra\(ded  hy  the  natives 
were  wtdi  (hdined  laiidmarlv-.  Tlii-  wa<  calh'd  Idie  Tath  to  Nipmiii:- 
(ireat  I'ond.'"  (tr  < 'lianl»una,^nnL^amaiiij,'.  A<  the  indian  \  illaue  was 
prohal)l\'  at  tlieonllet  (d  tlie  imukI.  whicli  wa-on  the  side  next  ()\- 
I'ord.  it  |)racticall\  'lron^■lll  thi<|)atli  to  nnile  wii  h  I  he  oi  her  comiiii;' 
from  r.osion. 

In  llie  hi-tory  (d  Windham  <  oiinl  y.  ( diin..  nieiit  ion  i-  made  (d  a 
W(d!  loiown  path  (d  the  Indian-  Irom  Mount  Hope  and  tin-  Xai  rauan- 
set  connti-y  to  \\'al)l»a(pia--el.  now  W  o( >d-t ( u-k.  know  n  a-  tli<'  ••I'loNi- 
denc<'  Pat  li."  Anot  her.  t  he  ront*'  td  w  hiidi  i-  there  de^crihed.  came 
troni  Norwich  and  llie  seacoa-t  l<i  the  -ame  point,  and  wa-  called  the 
^•Xipmiii;'  i'ath."" 

P.r^sin:^'  now  to  the  wc-^l  ward,  and  lolktw  inu'  the  w  ritinu'  \U'V.  d. 
II.  Temi)le.  as  toimd  in  hi-  lii-iorie-  (.1  North  lirooklield  and  ['aimer, 
wc  liiid  t  he  local  i(m  (d  i^Miahani;-  ( )ld  koil  and  anolhi'r  -clot  Indian 
paths. 

It  was  Mr.  Temple"^  opinion  ihat  the  ••  A-h, jiioach""  ol  tie-  Indian-, 
called  hy  the  I'jiu-lisli  ••t^lnahanu'  Old  ^^>|•t.■■wa<  situated  on  Indian 
Hill,  nortli  ol'  (ireat  {now  Sheiiiiaii"<>  I'ond  in  r>rimti(dd. 

(^n(»tin,t;'  li-om  Mr.  Temple:  --It  wa-  directly  npon  t  he  i^reat  Indian 
trail  trom  \\'<iod-toek  (Ihe  \\althaipia--ei  conntry)  to  the  (ileal  l'"all- 
at  H(dyok(  :  and  hnt  a  liille  way  -ouihot    lli<'  trail  Irom  WCkahanu' 
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lu  Siniii^licld.*"-*^  'I'liis  ■•l''(>rl""  iKinird  in  ihc  roni  ciiiponii  y  rtHMd'd- 
ollciUT  rlian  :iiiy  ol  the  iiri^lihoiiiiL:,  dclcnx's.  The  iiicssciiufrs  ;iiid 
:i>j,(>iits  M'lit  :it  dill'creid  liiiu's  l>\  the  l'~ni;li>li  aut liorit ics  to  t lie  ( ^>u:i- 
l>aii^s,  I'itr  one  |iUi'iM»>c  of  aiiotlirr.  ottcn  iiuiit 'kuiciI  tlicii'  stu]»  at 
••(^Mialia(i,ii-  Old 

l\)uv  paths  lire  iiioitioncd  as  di\rri;iii^-  tioiu  this  ixiiiii. 

'I'he  liicat  \\t'>tt'i-ii  path  I'loiii  (^)uah;mu-  --Old  I'orf  jias.-cd  north  of 
Slfciau'c  lioi'k  to  the  hfiiil  in  (^Miahani;'  K'i\ri-;  jiartini;'  tliric,  on<' 
hi-aiit'h  kt'itt  (»n  soiitli  ol  ilic  ri\<-r.  to  Sprin^litdd,  t  lie  ot  hiT  c-i'osx-d 
1  h«'  !i\('r  into  Pahnci- and  on  to  t  lie  ( ;  rt'.-it  l'\alls  ot  the  ('onncct  iiait . 
now  I  lol yolsc  (  it  y . 

Anothi'i-  j);ith  ran  to  thi'  falls  ol  Ware  h'ivrr:  and  -I  ill  anotlu'i' to 
the  Indian  \illa,i;('  of  Wid^.-dian^i-.  now  WCsi  Hrooklitdd. 

The  chaiaclt.'r  (d'  thf  conntry  lyini;'  hctwcrn  tlicsc  castci'ii  and 
\\c,-tt'rn  paths,  for  ;i  distance  ot  twenty  or  nsore  miles  north  and 
sonth.  is  ptH-nliail  \'  ohst  ineii\'e  To  an  ea-^l  and  we,-t  t  horon^h  fai-e  ;  >o 
nuu'h  so  that  f\cn  to  this  d;iy  no  road  lias  hecn  nnide  or  i)aili  fonnd  in 
thai  direetion  ext-ept  where  the  \alley(d'  tlic  (^)ninei);inu'  fnrni-hcs 
till'  way. 

'ThtM ow  n  ot  St  ni-hridii,('  oe(aii>ies  ihc  middle  portion  of  tliis  teia  i- 
lory.  and  t  he  ri\ <'!•  entei's  from  the  west  ahonl  mid  way  hct  ween  t  he 
iKMih  and  sonth  lionndaries  of  the  tow  n. 

'Die  fonr  lonL:,-di<lanee  i)atlis  from  all  the  seaboard  between  Ho>t<»ii 
and  New  i,ond(ni  that  ha\('  hetm  deserihed  as  approai-liinu'  eaeh  oilier 
as  they  were  extended  into  the  intei-i(n-.  were  nniied  a-  one  i^'i'eat  path 
in  |)assini;'  thronuh  ihis  \alley;  antl  then  after  reaehini^-  'H^lnahan*;- 
Old  i'\)i-t"  sticti'hed  away  in  diveri;in^'  lines  lo  rlie  \ai  ions  plaecs 
wheicthe  I  ndians  w  crt'  w  ont  t(»re-orl. 

To-day  a  i)erson  in  ()xlor(l  or  Wdodsioelv  desirinu'a  dri\  e  to  Sjti  iny;- 
li(dd.  tiy  e))nnt  ry  road  the  nio<t  diici-l.w  ill  tra\  td  alon^-  w  liat  w  as 
(Miec  ealled  the  "ureat  road"  in  St  ui-hi'id^e. 

The  C^'ninehanii,'  \alle\-,  as  it  lies  in  St ni'hridue.  and  tlie  hills  that 
make  it.  was  called  hytlie  Indians.  Tantins(pu>.  in  onr  lan^'na^■e, 
meaning;'  het  w  t'cn  hi-east-sliapfd  hills.  Small  hilhor  lar^c  kni d Is  of 
e\-en  surface,  comj)os(Ml  of  i;ra\(d  and  >and.  are  a  disiiiu'tivc  feature 
ot  this  valley. 

Al  the  time(d  thi>  landini;(d'  ilu'  rnritan  (anii;rani<  npon  \\\o  sliores 
<d' Massaclin-et!  s  T.ay.  \\'eltiik<luni  w  a<  chi(  t  >achi'iii  otTantiiisipe-. 

we  ha\-e  the  name  of  Xodowalint .  tincle  <d  Wehnkshem,  also  Ta- 
muiiunt.  the  me><eni.i,'er.  Xascomos,  or  Wasconios.  was  son  of  W'e- 
l»nk-liem  and  snct'eeded  liis  father  as  sachem. 

riteit'  has  h('(Mi  i:i\en.  thns  far,  a  hi-i(d  and  ronuh  sketcli  of  tlie  con- 
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(litions  ill  rcrcrcucc  to  i>;irl)s  nt  ihc  time  llir  while  luiiii  ciiliTcd 

niMiii  tlic  1:111(1. 

W'c  ai'c  not  McciistoiiKMl  to  tliiiik  of  .'iiiy  iiidclit t'diKv-s  to  the  Indians, 
but  in  no  I'csix'cT  is  so  nuu'li  owed  tlicni.  a-  loi-  loadinLi'  '1"' 
throuu'li  what  otherwise  liad  lieen  a  tiaclsles-  w  i Idei  iie^-.  The  In- 
dian i)aths  and  landmarks  "Iteeanie.  1»\  adopt  ion.  t  ho-e  di  t  lie  | nicer- 
M'ho  i!,'a\t'  to  jd'eseni  ^ciieial ions  their  liouie^  in  a  ^milinL:  land."" 
'I'ho  stoi'v  |(dd  to  the  people  td  the  I'.ay  l»\  the  three  Indian^  trmii 
A,li■a^vanl  in  ol  the  ahnndani   eiop-.  ;ind  (d  -treanr-  o\ ei-tneked 

Avith  tish.  was  not  to,  he  I'oi^ntien. 

John  Oldham.  Sammd  Mall  and  two  dilier-.  all  ol  I )or(die<t ei'.  made 
theii'  way  thront;h  the  wilderne-<.  actinu  a<  piospeei  or-  in  the  inter- 
ests ol  some*d  the  ])eople  of  that  town,  who  were  heilii;  orualii/ed  hy 
William  rynehon  into  a  company  tor  the  purpo-e  of  mo\ inu'  t <»  i  he 
IVrtile  lands  on  the  ( 'onneet iiaii  i;i\('i-.  'I'he  hi  i(d  entry  in  ( 
W'inrhrop's  .loniaial.  nnder  date  ..f  Sept.  1.  1  (i;{;k  eoni ai n-  all  the  ;ie- 
roniU  of  that  meinoi-aide  jonrney  that  ha-  eome  down  to  ir-.  The 
only  phire,  in  all  their  journey,  that  can  he  identilied  as  ha\ini;-  heeii 
visited  by  John  ()l(lham  and  hi-  a--oeiat e-.  i-  rantin-(pie.  now  Siur- 
hridi;'e.  'I'lieir  discoNcry  of  the  mine  of  u:apliit<'.  whiidi  i-  in  I  his 
town.  pro\-e-  fheii-  pre-enee  in  the  \  iriiniy. 

W  o  now  i-onsider  the  ••  Interpi  eialioii  of  \\  tiodw  ard"-  and  SalVer\-"s 
Map  of  Iti  12.  "■  The^e  gentlemen,  ••  -killfnl  and  approved  art i/an-.  "' 
as  fhey  were  i-alled.  were  employi-d  to  e-ialdi-li  the  -iMiihern  Ixiuinl- 
of  .Massachnsei  i  s  liay  jiateni . 

The  map  that  they  made  ha-  heeii  pnldi-hed  i  n  •■  II  i-l  otiea  1  (( d  lec- 
tions.""  hy  l|olme<  Amnddowii.  \ol.  1.  p.  "-".H.  W  ritten  npon  the  map 
we  lind  the  lollow  inu' :  — 

A  descript  ion  <d  the  extent  of  the  i»(innd<  (d  .Ma-s;iclm-ett  -  I'.ay 
l*afent.  soiit  hwai  (I  lyinu  in  II  deu.  ")."■)  mimiic-  I. alt.:  cro-sinu  ( 'on- 
necticnt  rivei-  at  W  indsor  fery  place.  th<'  hoir-e  (d'  John  r)i<-(dl  heini:- 
on  the  wc-^t  side,  and  the  Nxiduw  (iii»l)s  liei'  hon-e  on  tin-  ea-I  -ide  (d 
the  river.  Also  a  d<'-cript  ion  of  theino^i  remaikahle  ri\-er<.  hrocj^-. 
ponds,  hills,  playns.  sw  amp-.  <ihiat  ion  of  Indians  di-co\  t'r"d  .^y  the 
wave  with  I.atr.  (d  Sprinii,ti(dd.  12  dei:.  (1  minnlt-.  and  the  irailiiiLi 
house  of  Oionoco.  the  1  Ith  (d'  ye  Itli  mo..  |(U2."" 

r>y  N  .\  1 11.  \\  (  M  M)W  A  i,"i»* 

Smi,(  »M(>\  Sa  11  i:i;  v'^ 

To  make  a\ailaide  and  cdear  the  facts  that  may  !te  learned  from  ihi- 
idd  paper,  a  new  map  has  heeii  made  after  the  I  nitcd  Si;iie-  (>eolooi- 

'Sec  M  ulclunsdu's  Ifistorv  ef  M  ass.n-lui  set  t  s  07''.0,  V..1.  1,   p.        ;  \'<.l.  1  I, 
pp.  184  6. — I'.nr^  ( )i<. 


(.•al  Sufscy,  t-ox  »'rin*i'  t'"'  saiiif  tcnil  ory  as  the  aiiciriit  map.  TIk' 
checks  (HI  the  niap  arc  If)  iiiiiiutc  spai  cs. 

'I'he  1(;42  majt  was  marlvcd  oil' into  the  same  uumlxT  of  e(nial  spaces 
and  hiid  ujioii  this,  usin;^-  red  iid<.  The  distances  I'l-oni  jMiint  to  i)oint 
are  i-«datively  the  same  as  the  ori^'inal.  The  dots  whicli  indicate  the 
course  of  the  [)aths  are  about  a  mile  a[»arr. 

The  i-oute  )tf  AVoodwartl  and  SalVery  het ween  Boston  and  Sprin^- 
li(dd  is  phiced  upon  their  maj)  as  an  ima^inaiy  sti'ai«;ht  line,  lint 
when  they  noted  their  passa^'e  of  \i|)net  lJi\ei-  and  Sin;4ietary  l'(»nd, 
they  iiave  positi\'e  know  led^c  of  their  jjosition. 

Tassin^i,-  from  there  over  a  stretch  which  they  called  "a  hilly 
i-(»untry,"  we  are  (Mjually  sure  of  where  they  were  when  tliey  struck 
tlie  ponds  and  w  igwams,  w  liich  we  l  ecogin/e  as  the  i)onds  now  called 
Little  Alum  I'ond  and  Sherman's  Tonds  in  lirimti(dd,  and  the  wig- 
wams are  in  the  ])osition  of  "  (,>uahau*;  Old  l^'ort.""  Tlu'  i>ath  het\v<'en 
these  points,  a  distance  of  al>out  twenty  miles,  will  l>e  ilescrihed  later, 
a  1  tei'  not  icing  some  points  on  the  lower  route  between  the  ('onnecti- 
cut  ITixcr  and  I'ro\idence.  It  may  be  a  (piestion  as  to  which  of  the 
two  was  the  outward  bound  and  wliich  the  icturn  I'oute,  as  ti'aveised 
by  the  surveying  paHy.  Assuming,  therefore,  that  they  f<7llowed  a 
w(dl  known  way  from  liostou  to  .Springlield.  they  then  passed  down 
the  ii\-er  to  latitude  41  degrees  55  nunntes,  and  establislied  a  bound  at 
Windsoi-  ferry  i)lac<'.  l''rom  tlience  they  appear  to  ha\e  mad<'  theii- 
w  a\  as  direct  1\  as  possible  across  could  ry  to  Providenct%  noting 
latitudi-  fi'oin  time  to  time,  and  remarkal)le  things  seen.  They  passed 
by  Sheinpsit  pond  abo\('  INx'kvi lie.  and  through  the  location  of  the  vil- 
lages of  To!  land.  W  illington.  \\  aiacnvil le.  A^hf<u-d  ami  rinenixville. 

The  pkn-e  of  their  crossing  (^uineltaiig  K'ivei-,  on  their  return  trip 
througli  ( 'oniu'cticut  and  IJhode  Island,  was  at  Pomfret  Landing. 
The  river  was  called  '^great  rivei."  'IMien  they  crossed  what  they 
i-alled  ••Monahag's  Liver,"*  now  Five  Mile  LMvei-,  at  Killingly.  Then, 
what  they  called  ••i-i\('r"  was  ci-os>ed,  which  is  now  NN'hetstone 
Br<»ok.  These  risers  are  mai'ked  laididy  on  the  old  map  in  theii'  rela- 
ti\e  position  and  general  course  at  the  place  of  crossing,  and  wh  n 
applied  to  the  new  maj)  are  lound  to  coincide  almost  exactly  in  lo- 
cality-. 

'I'o  retui'n  to  the  n<u-lhern  I'oute  of  the  ^ur\eyors.  .\  \earortwo 
later,  that  is,  daimary.  L;15.  John  \\  intlirop,  ,)r.,  passed  over  tliis 
roail,  having  with  him  (me  servant  and  a  hoise.  A  tree  tianslation 
of  his  diary,  which  was  written  in  abbreviated  Latin,  has  been  pub- 
lished by  the  >Lissachnsetts  Historical  Society.* 

*i~itie  /^rocfcc/Z/i^ifs  (ji  tlie  Massuchvist-tts  1 1  i stoi'ic-al  Society,  Second  Series, 
Vill,  7  1-'— Enrro!;. 
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J(  ;i|>|M';iis  fliiil  .Mr.  Willi  liiup'-  iniciii  ion.  wlioi  he  hit  I'xi-khi. 
to  Icavi'  the  SpciiiLilicld  I'litli  .-iiuIiki--  dowiiiiilM  llu-  MdliiLiiiii  i  nim- 
ti-y,  hut:  ill  a  snow  <toriii  lie  tailed  lo  idriitily  IIh-  w  a  \  .  Ilr  iIkmi 
tlioii^'hr  lie  \\(Mild  \  i-it  liis  Idack-lcad  ininc  in'opfi  l  \ ,  ami  tor  ilic  -;iiiic 
reason  missed  t  he  w  a  \  lo  l  lial  a  !-<».  lie  -hnted  Iroiii  llo-ioii  i  lie  I  1 1  h  ot 
•  lainiai  y.  and  the  second  niuhl  eain|>ed  nii  ihe  iiort  li-ea-t  h.-ink  ot  Mp- 
nct  or  lilaeksttMie  Ki\-er.  lia\ iiiu  lra\fleil  inllie  I  w  o  da  \  >  a  di-i  a  nee 
ol' thirty  miles  hy  air-hiie.  Tlie  third  iiiuhl  he  jta^sed  iu  thewinid-. 
:ind  the  fourth,  which  was  \('r\ cidd.  in  a  wiiiwam  hey(»nd  <^)naliaii;^- 
i*(Uid.'"  The  next  inoinini;  hewa>  iiilornied  hy  Indian-  ih.ai  he  Imd 
jiassed  the  hlai-k-lead  mine  and  wa-  headed  h.ward-  S  j  ni  n^:  lie  1  d .  lo 
wllirli  place  he  then  decided  \n  ^(».  ||i'  w;i-  oldi^ed  lo  camp  oul  ulie 
more  niL:,hl.  arrix  iiiL';  in  Sprini^lield  (mi  Sunday.  hav  iiiL;'  hecn  -i\  d;i\  - 
(Ui  the  road.  Tw  ent\ -^e\  en  mile<  lui'  the  third  and  roiirth  da\-" 
journey  Nvould  lia\e  hrouuht  him  to  ^■<^)nah;iu^  Old  I'mt."  spiin- lieid 
liciiiLi'  t  w  I'll!  y  iuile>  larthermi.  h  -eem<  ipiile  e\ideni  that  the  pinid 
that  is  called  •■(^>ualtam:  I'ond."  iK'ar  w  hii-h  he  p;i>>ed  i  he  li.ni  lh 
niiiht  in  a  wili'wam,  wa-llieone  ne;i r     ( ^)n;ih;iuu  (  >ld  I'oi  l." 

The  pond  at  I'lasi  Krookfudd  called  (^hiahaii-  i-  ohjeeted  \,,  n,,t  ,,nly 
hecause  ot  it  s  hein^ olV  (il  the  then  known  roiile.  I>ut  itwa-.  iiipro- 
pm'tionate  di-tance.  too  neai  Nipmnck  ii\er  and  lo..  Inr  hum  >piim:- 
li(dd  :  and  c(»nld  not  at  any  rat*-  ha\e  keen  -aiil  !(-  he  lh'\'Mnd  the 
h.kick-lead  mine. 

The  lir-l  i:ranl  <d  I'.rooklieid.  in  If.cii.  dc~cril.e-  the  -ix  mik-  Mpiai-e 
as  hcinii'  U'-ar  <^)iiahauii'  |>ond- :  -pcukinu  ol  iliem  in  the  plural  nnmker. 

lli^'ht  here  it  may  not  he  improper  to  advance  .-in  ide.iihai  ha-  oc- 
I'urred  to  me.  The  pond  at  the  ••  (  )|d  I'mi  John  W  inihiop. 
called  <^uah;iui;-:  the  next  (Uie  ea-l  wa-  called  hy  the  Indian-  i'ookoo- 
(piahau;^,'  ;  if  w  e  choice  so  lo  -pidl  it  i  ;  t  he  next  pond.  -1  ill  ea-l  w  aidly 
of  that,  was  called  the  same,  makiii--  the  tw<»  I'ookoi .-i | iia h;M i-  pond>. 
The  valley  hetween  was  ca  1  led  1 'u  t  1  a  kow- ( |  iia  h:i  n  u  .  I'he  pond  liorlh- 
ward.  at  Wesl  r.rookrndd.  was  \\  i(pial>auu-.  aiiolliei-  at  l-:,i-i  Ihook- 
litdd  calletl  (^Uiah.aim-.  and  ihe  whole  region  \va-  o.naipied  hy  lh<  tjna- 
haui;-  Indians. 

The  di>co\ cry  (d'  t  he  path  from  Oxford  h.  i;iiiiili(dd.  hy  t  he  .miy 
proi'css,  perhaps,  hy  which  it  cNcr  coiild  h;i\c  keen  ;iec(,ni pli-lied  in 
detail,  was  in  its  lir>t  incepii(»n  aicidemal. 

In  17'Jik  an  a.--oei;it  ion  (d  ;4i'ni  Icmcn  ohiaiiicil  I  rom  the  (ieni'r;il 
court  (>['  the  rro\ince  of  M  a --,achu,-et  I  -  a  ur.ini  (d  land  'd \iiiu-  he- 
t  wa'cn  15rimli(dd  and  ( )x  ford.  T.  rook  lie  Id  and  the  l'ro  \  ince  line.""  !or  a 
new  fo\\n>liip.  w  hich.  a  fl  cr  it-  ,-elilemenl.  wa-  i  lU'orpoia  1  ed  and  re- 
ce:\ cd  I  he  name  of  m  iii'hriduc 

As  carl}-  :i     the  |ollowin>_:   -prim;-.  i7.'!0.  the  ^■l■anIee<  proeeeiled  to 
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i:iy  out  i\  poi'tioii  <>1  llicir  hiiul  loi-  ><'l  t  IniH'iit .  A  ("iictiil  (lcs(  ript  ion 
of  tli<^  lots  surv«'y»'(l  \v:i<  rrcoidcd  in  w  h;it  is  f.-illtMl  riuprifi i»r-" 

Book,"  which  is  picsci  xcd  in  the  Mirhivcs  of  rhc  t<»\N  n.  These  r.n  li- 
est  f<H'oi-(ls  coiitnin  uc«  ;isioniii  iru'iitioii  o|  the  lii  iintieid  nnd  Oxiord 
I'lith.  or  the  ( )ld  I'ld li,'"  :ind  ( )hl  Foi  dw  :i  \  s."  A>  tuund  in  ihe  uld 
l>o(>l<.  tliese  w  oi'ds  eonvt'v  to  th«M*;isu:i!  i-e:idei'  lit  t  le  l^now  led^e  ;i<  to 
the  locution  ot  thes«*  pjiths.  For  tlie  |nn[)ose  (d'  -^tudyini:-  local  hi-io- 
ry  I  drew  upon  paper,  tioin  the  \eil)al  descriptions  found  in  tlie  rec- 
«Mds,  the  lines  of  ;ill  tlie  tirst  >ur\eys  <d'  land.  j»lared  the  |(»t-  in  their 
relative  positions,  and  made  a  nuip  <d  the  town.  'l"hi<  eind>led  nie  lo 
estahlish  tlie  actual  position  of  the  lots  in  the  town  and  also  to  loi  jte 
the  Uiiinti(dd  and  Oxfoid  I'ath.  Theie  i<  a  lecord  which  huate-  the 
( )ld  ( )xfo]-d  Tath  ■■  at  a  certain  point,  which  we  lind  upon  the  line 
Ix't  ween  Sturtu  idi;e  and  (  hai  lton.  W  e  w  ill  tirsi  fol  l(»w  this  jiat  h  easi  - 
ward,  up  a  lull  into  pasture  land.  The  path  i*^  <oon  <d)scured  l>y  a 
field  and  a  inutli  and  soiith  road,  heyond  which  we  enter  a  hranch 
road  extendin;:'  east«'!ly.  then  turniiui  t(»  the  north  after  awalkot 
ahout  a  mile.  ITi^ht  at  the  elhow.  the  Taih  lea\es  ihe  jmldic  hi;;hway 
iiiul  c(jntiinn's  as  a  i)alh  for  al>out  tw  (»  mile<.  Immu*;  cut  l»y  t  w  o  noi  t  h  and 
>;o»ith  roads  and  hr()ken  hy  farm  improvements.  It  then  eonneei> 
with  the  i)resent  road  extendin*;-  four  or  five  miles  onwani  to  Oxtord 
riains,  enterin«;-  the  villaj^v  parallel  with  what  wa>.  in  the  early  In^- 
l<uy  of  that  town,  called  (^uahauj;-  Lane  or  I'ath. 

Iteturnin;;- to  the  Sturhrid;j:,-e  and  Charlton  line,  we  find  the  j>alh 
<*xteiulinji,'  westwarii  ahout  halt  a  mile,  then  olditerated  foi-  about  ihe 
same  di.stauce,  then  ap[)earin^"  foi-  a  mile  in  pa^^ture  and  woodland, 
and  so  alternatin<;-  in  shorter  set-ticms  to  the  -Mlreal  i^»ad  "  near  the 
Worcester  South  A«;f icultural  Society  Fair  (iroiinds.  The  i;idun(U 
occupy  the  sift  of  the  Indian  villajic  of  Tantius(pie. 

'I'he  Tath  coutornu'd  witlt  the  "(Heat  iload  as  far  as  l-'iskdale. 
thence  l)ore  to  the  ri^ht  over  a  swell  of  land,  i-roppinj;'  out  on  uncul- 
tivated soil,  crossed  the  valley  w  heic  once  dw  (dt  ^^'atta  1  loow  elvin  and 
Nakin,  the  j^ood  Indians  of  Puttakookuppoj^  wh(».  in  IC)."),").  «;ave  to  the 
Key.  John  Kli(^)t,  apostle  to  the  Indians,  a  lar^t*  t ract  (d'  land  ujMUi 
which  to  found  a  villa«;e  of  "•Praying  Indians,""  like  that  at  Natit  k. 
The  Path  passed  on  the  north  side  of  Little  Alum  Pond,  called  on  the 
<dd  map,     gretd  pond,"  and  on  to    (^uahauj;  (  Hd  Fort." 

So  we  have  (^uahaug  Lane  or  Path  at  Oxford  village,  and  <.^)ual!ani; 
b'ort  at  Brimtield,  connected  hy  a  path  still  facealde.  aiul  very  direci 
in  its  course. 

It  is  this  section  of  the  old  way  from  Boston  to  Springli<dd  w  hich  i 
tdaim  as  my  own  discovery,  and  ttiat  no  other  jx'isoii  could  have 
traced  this  <dd  i  oad  in  detail,  without  the  resurrecti<ui,  in  the  manner 
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(it'st-rihed,  of  tlie  records  found  In  Stui  hridj^t-. 

We  have  aseertained,  the  Iiiterpi-etatioii  of  \Vood\vanrs  aiid 
SaHcry's  Map,  that  this  path  from  I»ostoii  to  Sprijijitield  ^as  used  l)y 
w  hite  iiH'ii  as  early  as  ]()42.  From  tlie  records  of  town  ordeis  and 
votes  passed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Springlicdd,  \M'  learn  tlie  name  of 
this  old  hijihway.  In  the  llistory  of  Springfield,  by  M.  A.  (Jrecn. 
[•age  91),  \ve  lind  transcritii'd  from  the  eai  lief»t  town  records,  that  liave 
survived  t(j  tliis  day.  tlie  following: — ''Ordered  by  tiie  town  in  Xo- 
\  ember  'That  -Im*.  Clarke  or  those  that,  sliall  Joyne  with  him  in 

ye  burninge  (»f  Tan-  shall  iia\e  libeily  to  gatliei'  (.'andlew ood  in  ye 
|)layne  in  ye  liay  Tath.  p*\iiled  they  come  not  to  gathei-  an\  in  lhi> 
side  the  great  pond  and  ye  swamjis  that  point  out  from  it  to  (  bicko- 
pee  ri\ t'r  and  the  .M  ill  rlNcr  which  is  judged  to  be  alM)Ut  fi\  e  miles 
from  the  town." 

In  Ajiril  following.  1047.  special  insiructitms  t<»  surv<'yor>  wer<'. 
besides  keej)ing  the  Idgiiways  in  conditicui,  lu  ojmui  "A  Ibu'se  way 
over  the  nu'ddow  to  ye  '  Bay  I'atb."  and  a  ibidge  ov<'r  the  'A  coiner 
Ib-ooke  into  the  {)laine."" 

The  Kev.  John  Klini  wrote,  w  hile  at  Windsor,  in  1G4".I:  "20  myles 
up  the  river  layeth  Springlielil  where  Mr.  .Moxon  is  pasKu-.  .\nd  this 
town  overland  fi-om  tb<'  15av  la_\etb:  SO:  oi' :  ;»0  :  myle>  South  West 
and  is  the  road  way  (<»  all  the  towns  upon  this  rivei-  ami  [that]  lye 
UKue  southwaril." 

This  was  the  way  ov<'r  which  j)asse(l  all  tlw  |»arties  of  immigrants, 
and  all  the  intei-coui-se  between  the  Bay  settlements  and  tho-,e  oti 
( 'onnecticui  ri\-er.  (;\ erla nd.  pre\  ious  to  Kits.  1'liis  was  The  Bay 
Path  ■■  of  1)1-.  .1.  ( j|olland"s  liist(uical  uoncI  benring  thai  title,  (d 
ubicb  tbr  autb(»r  writes  as  lollows: — 

••The  principal  conununicat  ion  w  ith  I  be  Ka>tern  seitlemcnt  was  by 
a  path  marked  !)y  trees  a  i)orliou  oi  the  distance.  ;ind  by  shght  clear- 
ings of  lirush  and  tbicl<et  foi'  the  i<'maindei-.  .Nosti'eam  was  bridged, 
ii<»  liill  graded,  and  no  marsh  drained.  The  path  led  Ihi-ougli  wood- 
which  b(U-e  the  marks  of  t  be  cent  uries.  o\-er  bai-ren  hills  thai  had 
l>een  liclxt'd  by  the  I  luliaiis"  hounds  of  liic.  a  nd  a  long  the  t'-iid^s  of 
-ti-eams(bal  the  seine  had  newer  dragu<'d.  'I'bis  path  was  kimwn;  ■ 
!be  •  P,ay  Tatli."  or  the  path  to  the  Bay.  ;ind  rceei\<',l  iis  namr  in  the 
■-ame  manner  as  the  mu hit udintiu-  •  (dd  Ba y-i'oa ds  "  ibat  led  to  lio-ton 
from  e\  ei  y  (piarter  of  ^hissachusett  s.  It  w  as  wondertul  w  hat  a  pow  - 
erful interest  was  attached  to  the  i^ay  Tath.  It  was  the  (.bannel 
througli  which  laws  were  communicated,  through  wbii-b  tlowcd  new- 
t  rom  distant  friends,  and  thidugb  w  hich  came  long,  loving  b'tter> 
and  messages.  It  was  the  \aulted  passage  abuig  which  echoed  the 
\(/u-e>  tliat  called   from  aci'oss  the  (K-ean.  and  tbroiiLib   which,  like 


91i 


lo\\-ioiM'(l  tliiiiidcr.  r(ill<'(l  tilt'  tliii  (.1  the  ^^(•;lt  world.  'I'hnt  loiinli 
thrcnd  ol'  xiil.  clKippt'd  h\  ilic  ld:id<'.-  (d  ;i  liiiiidicd  si  reams,  w  ;r<  a 
Itoiid  tli;d  i;Hli:it('(|  al  each  Iciiiuinrs  iiiln  a  lliuu-aiid  lilMC-  of  l(t\<'  aud 
iidcrcst,  and  liojic  and  inciiior)  . 

Tlic  l>ay  Tatli  w  as  clia rnicd  liiound — a  |>r('ci()ii>  jKissauc — and  diii'- 
ini;  111*'  spriiii;-.  I  lie  <mniiici-.  and  llic  early  aul  nniii.  hardly  a  >eUler 
at  Au;n\;iiii  went  out  ut  doors,  or  rliani;ed  Id-  position  in  the  titdiN, 
(tr  lool^ed  II])  troni  hi-  lahoi-.  or  I'e-ted  on  his  oar<  ni)on  the  ho-oni  ot 
the  ri\cr.  withont   t  in  iii  ni;'  his  eye<  to  the  point   at  wliieh  that  I'alh 

ojtelied  ll-oin  the  l)r(»W  «d'   the    wooded   hill  llp  oil  th<-  e;i-t.  \sliere  now 

the  Ixdl  (d'  the  hni;-e  arsenal  Kdls  hourly  {>[  the  e(,iidnii'  <d  a  -tran^ei' 
aloiii;-  the  path  ot  t  ime. 

And  when  some  worn  and  woary  man  came  in  <i^hr.  ii|»on  Ins  iiall- 
starxed  hor>e.  or  two  or  three  pedesi  lians.  hendin^'  iM'iieath  their 
pail;s  and  >  w  i  nuiiiij,  t  heir  sturdy  >la\fs.  were  seen  approaching',  the 
village  wa.->  a<lii'  troiii  »*ne  end  to  tlw  other.  WIiocmm"  the  comer 
miuhl  he.  he  wa-  welcomed  with  a  eordi.d  it  y  a  i  id  uni\ ei-a  1  il  \  that 
\\a<  not  >o  mnch  an  e\ideiiee  ot  ho  lii  \  .  perh.ij-.  a-  id'  the  ii 
to  he;ir  (d'  the  widiaic  ol  tlio-.'  who  s\,tc  |o\.'d.  ..|  lo  te.,  1  ih<-  ki-s 
(•ne  nnn-e  wa\e  IVom  the  ^reat  ocean  <d  1  he  world. 

AntI  w  hen  one  (d'  tlie  sell  lei  -  started  lorlh  upon  tlie  journey  to  the 
I'.ay,  with  his  hurden  ol  letters  and  mes-ai;t's.  and  his  inimheiless 
»'ommi>si(.ns  tor  ]  let  I  y  pnrcha-es.  i  he  i-\ent  was  one  w  td  1  know  n  to 
c\t'r\  indi\ idnal.  and  the  ad\en(u!t'r  i-ecei\cd  the  henelit  ol  jtiddic 
pra\ crs  loi' t  he  prosperity  ol  lii>  passauc  and  I  he  saleiy  of  his  retnrn." 


sxj:p:F'LEi:M:EisrT- 

••Indian  Trail.-, reprinted  in  niiinher  six  lealh't  (d  lh<'  piildica- 
tioii  (d  (^)iiinahaiiii-  Historical  Society,  wa^  lirst  read  t<»  the  \N»)rcestei- 
Society  <d  Anti<piit}-  -\pril  2.  isnri.  and  in  I'd'erence  to  tlie  location  ot 
••'!'lie()ld  I5ay  I'a t h  "  present ed  the  hearing;'  oT  such  facts  as  were 
then  in  hand;  a-siiminu'  litth'  more  liian  aruiimenfal  i\e  <im-L^-e<lioH. 
and  personal  con\  ict  i(»n. 

Snl)-e(jiienl  ly  t  he  w  riter  came  acro-s  the  W(todward  and  SalTcry's 
M  ap  of  1  (■)  rj.  and  at  once  it  wa-  ,-ee;i  ihal  the  lat-l  -  c(Mi1  ained  np»»ii 
lhal  paper  of  cont<'m|M)rai-y  record  when  hroiiijlildnl  iii  nnderstanda- 
Ide  form,  wonlil  lilt  the  mattei-  ol  the  location  <d  the  lirst  patli  used 
fr(»m  r>(iston  l(»  the  (  onneciicut  liNcr  from  the  position  of  siii;^e-lion 
or  arunmenl.  and  place  it  in  the  cdass  of  hi.-torical  facts. 

.\  preliminary  papei  upon  the  -iilijcct  was  read  hidore  the  (^)iia- 
hanu'  llish.rical  Society  dune  :>.  IS'.)?.    Then   the  paper  of  wliich  Ihi- 
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Icatlctis  ;i  i-('j)rinl  was  read  hdorc  llic  N'fw  lOii^hiiKi  I  li-toric  ( irm-ildwi- 
(*a  1  S(n'i<'t  y  J  uiu'  t»,  1 !)()().  'I  lie  ma  p.  w  liicli  w  a>  <'\  hil  litci  1  in  t  li<'  audifin'c 
i-ooiii  al  that  time  was  diaw  u  u|i(mi  ;i  -ru\i-  <d  lliicf  mih--  \u  ihi-  inch. 
Wlji'ii  tlse  N<'w  l'Ji;i,land  Socift  y  piTji.-ncd  t  h^  phitc-  fur  ihf-m;ill 
r(*|)r()(hu'l  ion  ol  thr  ma]»  the  prctot  sheet  >ent  l<>  i  he  w  l  iter  mi-carried  : 
so  that  some  minor  (•lian;j,('s.  (,'allcil  lor  hy  sucii  con--idei;ilile  rcihic- 
tion  in  si/c,  wci-e  iioL  made;  therefore  that  \,\hich  ajipeiir^  in  the  N . 
K.  Hist.  (ien.  Jlc^ister  i-  uHtortuiiat(dy  not  so  >;il  i^lactory . 

Pi-('\ious  to  making'  the  reprints  loi-  this  leallet  some  alrer:ition< 
Mere  made  in  the  plate>:  hrin^ini;-  out  some  essential  jioini-  more 
clearly.  I  )nplieate  plates  ha\e  l»een  madi'  tor  a  ^entl<'m;in  in  San 
Francisco  ^^•llo  i-efjuested  liie  pri\ileue  ol  usinu'  the  map  in  a  hook  he 
is  ahout  to  issue.  The  toreooini:,'  hriet  sketch  ot  the  prou'i'e^s  ol  this 
historical  study  is  |»i(dimina  ry  lo  the  pa  rt  iiada  r  o(»jeet  ot  this  >^upple- 
nient ;  wliich  is.  to  jiut  on  record  a  description  of  the  lot-aiioii  (d  the 
l)atli  through  the  towns  <d'  (  haiitoii.  Soul  hhi-id;^*'  and  St  u  rhrid;.^(' 
more  in  detail  than  lias  hitherto  appeared. 

Strikinjj,-  in  t<»  tollow  the  path  trom  ( )  \  i  ord  w  e<r  w  a  id  any  <d  the 
old  resideius  <d  the  \  illaLt'e  will  point  out  the  l(»cation  (d  t  he  (^)ua- 
\n\\i^  Path  ■■  mentioned  in  the  early  hi-tory  ol  the  town.  It  i-  found 
to  have  lieen  southerly  (d  the  prc'-eiU  highway  leading'  wc-tward: 
but  after  lea\in^'  the  \illai;e  the  traditional  location  <d  the  path  ap- 
pears to  ha\e  heen,  in  a  general  way.  tlu'  same  as  the  roatl  now  u-ed 
to  and  l)eyond  ( 'harllon  line. 

The  pui)lit'  hij^hway  that  apjx'ars  (o  haxc  succeeded  to  the  ^■eneral 
course  of  t  he  (dd  j>ath  hranclH-^  oil'  trom  t  he  (  hai-lfoii  (  cut  re  load  as 
it  turjis  up  the  hill  t<»  tin'  northea>t.  and  runs  tlirouuh  a  imue  -duth- 
erly  ])art  ot  thetoAsii;  strikinu  jusi  north  (d  l)re->er  Hill,  and  >o  on 
westerly  to  the  .\lhee  place. 

( )ur  w  est  w  ard  course  ity  puldic  hiiihw  a\  is  here  i lU <'rru| >l ed  :  and 
wc  eider  upon  t he  more  intei-e-tin,u'  old  path  ilsell;  hut  heloic  doin^- 
so,  it  may  l)e  w(dl  to  mention  a  local  tradition  heic  ol  ••The  ()ld  liay 
Path."  An  old  path  hei;innin<;'  in  the  wi'>terly  part  (d  the  \  illaii('  «d 
Charlton  ('entre<ui  what  is  l:nown  a^  the  I'rank  ['arnum  phu-e  can  he 
traced  souther!)  to  the  Prindle  i)laci'.  and  i>  there  coiiliinied  !iy  a 
puhlic  road  sout  heasierly  t  o  the  .\1Imc  place  mentioned  a  i)o\t'.  The 
unused  [lortion  ot  this  way  hears  h\  tradiiion  the  name  ni  ••  The  |{a\- 
Path.""  its  position,  and  its  tremliii  a  uoMh  and  -mimIi  direction, 
makes  it  \  I'ry  unlik*dy  to  liaNcheen  a  -eciion(d  any  east  and  west 
t  horou^h  la  re.  (  ircumstances.  howcNcr.  lurnish  a  reasonahle  and 
satistacttu-y  explanation. 

One  ot  the  tirsi  settlers  ot  that  part  ot  Oxtord  now  Charlton,  who. 
like  other  lir-t  seltlei'<.  made  u<e  ot  the  ■•(  )ld  l',a\  l'ath""asa  \\a\  lo 


niitl  troiii  the  new  tcniioiy.  \\;i>  Salem  ['(twn.  Scirmi'. 

l'"roiii  tlic  Hay  Path  ii(»rl liw ani.  Ik-  opened  a  railway  t<>  liis  nwii 
land.  I''(>ll()\sini;- a  Iter  1  liis  st  al  einenl  id  lad.  it  is  nut  unrcasonahh' 
to  I'oncdiulc  tlia!  liatli  Path  (»r  I'.ay  Talli  \\'ay,"  came  t(»  Ix'  used 
ill  lliat  family  to  dist iiiii"ui-li  this  Irom  oth<M-  patiis  or  road>  suhse- 
(|U<'iitly  o|»(:'iied  ;  and  thouiih  applied  to  a  sort  of  side  track,  it  may  be 
(■(piivaleiir  f(»  a  loral  tradition  (d  -'The  ()ldllay  Tarh."'  I'«'t uinin;^- 
no\\  to  tlie  Aihee  phuv,  \\<'  tiiid  one  road  from  there  runniiiii'  soiitli- 
wesleily  hy  the  (dd  Meiritt  jtlare.  and  another  nortliw  <'sl  t'rly  liy  the 
(  rail;-  (W  I'rindle  place,  toini  at  llic  Alhee  place  a  fori;  (d  roads.  An 
(dd  and  \\(dl  \\<iiii  path  continues  we-twaid  direetly  from  the  allele 
o!  the  fork  oi  roads,  and  comes  out  at  a  Southhrid^;('  and  ( 'harlt(tii  road 
near  the  house  where  the  late  Daniel  narriuuton  re-ided.  Passini;' 
hetwceil  that  house  and  harn.  the  mail^s  are  seen  on  the  opposite  side 
<d  tiie  road.  coiitiiiuin<j,-  the  same  ueiiei'a!  direction  down  tlie  hill  to  an 
ancient  fordwa\  across  (  ady  Ijroid-:.  and  o\('r  tlie  hication  of  the  low- 
er load  into  the  Sherwood  farm.  \\  hieh.  (d'  the  se\('ral  ways  discM.iv- 
<'rahle  up  the  hill  to  aiiotliei'  road  entei'iim'  the  northern  i)art  of 
Soutlil)rid_i;"('  has  not  as  3ct  heen  decided  upon. 

'I 'his  last  meiil  ioiied  road  cominu-  from  the  iKu  tli.  st  l  ikes  the  old  i)atli 
and  turns  Nvcsiward  o\ ciiay iiiu,'  the  latt<'r  to  the  house  of  ilic  late 
Nathan  McKinstry.  lia\in^  passed  on  hard  land  hetwe<'ii  twoloii*;' 
swamps;  the  oiil\-  way  pro\ ided  hy  nature  lor  lonii' tlislances  north- 
erly and  southc'  ly. 

We  now  (  ros>  the  road  leadiiin'  from  (;lol»e  \'illai;<'  to  IJaridoot,"' 
and  then  a  ti(dd  ;  beyond  w  hich,  emer^in^  from  under  the  wall  inii» 
pasture  land  wc  tind  the  marks  of  the  (dd  path,  'i'he  path  is  well 
(hdined  as  it  ])as>es  diai;(»nally  down  the  hill  to  wli'-re  was  formerly 
the  line  lieiweeii  Sturbridu'e  and  Oxford.  And  riiiht  there  as  [lUt 
upon  the  records  ol  St  urbrid^c.  1  he  S(dectmen  of  the  two  towns 
marked  a  tree  ••  the  luu  th  side  ol  the  old  ( >\ford  ]»alh  ;'"  the  laiii;'uai;-e 
xM-miiiL;-  to  sii^nify  that  it  \\as  e\cn  I  hen  i;'oiie  out  (d'  use.  Thi^  was 
done  at  the  time  of  the  perain l»u lat ion  of  the  t(»\\n  lines  in  1710.  when 
trees,  a  short  di-^lance  apart,  were  m.arked  lor  the  line. 

We  learn  by  the  record  lhal  the  trt'c  ()y  tic  path  was  not  lar  south 
ol  ••I'utlen'  mea(low  ""y  A  meadow  situate(!  near  the  southeast  corner 
(d  the  John  Smith  ])lace.  and  on  the  Slurll|■id^(' and  <  harlion  line, 
-till  l>ears  the  name  oi  ••taitle^'  meadow  "  ;ind  is  a  permanent  iand- 
maik  which  en.aliled  the  w  liter  in  the  llr>i  pkace  to  lind  the  location 
indicated  by  the  record  here  r<dencd  to. 

()n  our  coui'-e  westward  wc  imiiiediat(dy  cro^s  the  McKinstry 
br(»ok  at  a  fordwa\'  in  the  southea>t  corner  (d  Mrs.  .Mc( lilitiiTs  tarm  ; 
and  lollow  a  w(d!  defined  j>ath  uj)  the  hill  to  the  farm  imiu'o\ cinent-. 


\o  I'lirtlKM'  cTo])])!!!!;'  out  *it  llic  |»;itli  lliiil  vuw  Im'  idciitilird  i<  -crii  iipdii 
this  t';ii"m,  ( if  I  he  next  siii:i 1 1  lai  iii  ;  l>iil  Ix  - \  ( uid  t  lial .  i ii  t  li<'  ta i m  w  I licli 
A\;ts  lor  inaii\  years  owimmI  l»y  tlif  late  Simeon  I'.  .Mai-li.  there  ar<'  iii- 
ter<'Sfiii^-  iiKiieatioMs  and  imporlaiit  records  relcrriiiLi  to  tlie  s.-mic. 

All  (Mirl  villi!,'  titdd  ot  an  aeic  or  t\\(»  '-itualed  in  the  iioitliw '--t  cor- 
nci"  ot'  th<'  tariii  oecaiiues  a  silc  of  xniie  aii(i<iiiariaii  iiilerevi.  W  hen 
'I'aiit iuscnie  was  uiUK-eupied  hiiid,  thi-  was  e\idently  a  phiee  dt  call  or 
(•aii]i)iii*;"  ;j,ronii(K  A  ^li^lit  and  e\en  rise  (,[  ^■round  in  tiie  middle  ol 
the  tiidd,  perliaps  in  (dd  times  a  (deared  place  shaded  hy  :in  immense 
( ree,  is  ascertained  I  o  l)e  tlie  st  a  rt  iii'j,-  point  ot  the  -niM-ytd  Salton- 
stalTs  two  thousand  acie-;  in  17ir>. 

It  was.  also  t  lie  place  oi  l)et:innin^-  the  snr\ey  ot  a  ranu'e  (d  titty 
acre  lot"<.  the  tir-r  laid  out  hy  the  pidpiieioi>  in  April.  17;{(».  Neai- 
hy.  outside  (d'  the  ti(d(L  i^  to  he  >een  an  innnen-e  uranite  how  Ider, 
w  hich,  w  hi'ii  letl  h\  the  ice  mosement  i  no  date  ).  had  hecn  hroki  n  in 
rw'o  and  one  jtart  r<dled  oxci'  once,  thus  loi'min^'  two  si(h'-  (d  a  (piad- 
raii>;le  with  walls  li\e  teet  or  more  hiMli.  'I'he  appearance  indicate^ 
that  the  ;i,round  there  was  le\ided  up  lor  an  earth  tl<  o|  -.  and  nn- 
douhtedly  l)y  the  use  u\  lon>  and  hark  a  i-ahin  was  titted  n|>  where 
traxelers  could  sleep.  Sout lierly.  and  not  tar  away,  there  wa-.  and 
is,  a  never  tailinu,'  s|)rin^-  (d  water. 

\\'indinu'  thi'ou;j,li  the  northerly  pari  (d  the  Marsh  larni  from  tlie 
eastward  there  are  siiH  to  he  -eeii  trace-  (d  t he  ••  ( )ld  liay  1 'at li  c«.m- 
iii;;' to  this  campinu-  ground,  and  like  tiace<  are  al-o  dimly  seen  con- 
tinuing' w(^s^\\■ard;  tliou^ii  lea\inu'  the  m(Mind<  at  riuht  aiiiile-  to  ihe 
c<tu rse  of  enlranc<'  on  acc()unt  (d  the  oh-i  l  uct ion  ol  l  ocks.  Tin  •  idd 
pat ir"  or  "  roatl  ■'  from  l»rookti(d<l  to  W'oodst ( (ck.  after  lollowin^tlic 
r>ay  I'ath  from  the  westward  a  mile  and  a  half  heiv  hranched  cdl'  fol- 
lowini;'  the  ridii'e  <d  Mill  -outhwaid.    'Idie  junction  (d  r(tad.-  here 

furnishes  another  reason  lor  l  he  lam  ject  ure  t  hat  (hi-  place  may  ha\e 
heen  in  old  times  a  ixiint  ol  some  note  or  p''i-liap<  haxinu'  a  name 
known  to  the  tra\(ders  (d  those  days. 

'rh<'  liay  i'atli  is  (piite  distinct  a-  it  a  pproache>  t  he  road  heiweeii 
the  house  (d  the  writer  and  the  Ladd  hrothei^'  re-ideiice.  ]  \  fact, 
Itow  land  Tayhu'  hnilt  hefore  1  Ti^S.  -c\ era  1  r(Kl-  id  wall  aloii-  liyit. 
e\'idently  ihinkini;'  it  would  remain  a  public  road. 

'rhet<»wn(d'  St u rluidlie  laid  out  a  road  in  1 7;!s  liom  ih<'  nieetiiuj:,' 
house  iM»rt  h  w  ard  to  t  he  (  ounl  ry  ( iore.  It  is  de<crilied  a-  running' 
l)y  niarlxcd  tree-  northward  from  the  meeiiuL;,'  hou-c  tlii'oiiiih  the 
woo<ls  to  the  old  path."'  This  iiincli(m  wa<  al  the  fodt  (d  the  ,  iioHh  i 
remetery  Hill:  and  easterly  (d  that  ni'ar  a  -mall  ^wampthe  town 
way  iidt  the  old  p.sth  hendinu'  norlliward.  Hence  the  i»atli  cr(.--ed 
the  hrook  w  heic  now  is  situated  the  dam  (d  ••  l*i-|ol  poml."  and  run- 


iiiiiu' cast  \sar(l  <»\  cr  a  lidd  it  caiiif  in  liiicwilli  I  he  I  lat-c  ahox  <■  iin-ii- 
tioiK'd  wlicrc  Itowiaiul  Tayhti-  Imill  tin*  wall.  This  last  halt  mih'  has 
hccn  (It'siTihcd  I  roiii  (lie  west  <'asl  w  a  id.  t  or  I  lie  (•(  ciru'iUT  <  >1  lol- 
hiwiii^'  the  (icsci-iptioii  in  the  town  records. 

This  hriniis  us  in  our  wcstwai'd  conr-c  to  the  loot  of  the  c(-inclcrv 
hill,  l-'roni  this  [Mtint  across  lo  the  iionsc  ol  lirastus  White  llie  [lath 
i>  distinct  and  int ci'c<t ini;-.  Near  .Mr.  White's  house,  (the  oM  I'rancis 
1).  Allen  place),  is  a  location  mentioned  in  the  deed  ol  -'six  acres  to 
set  a  nieetinii"  house  (»n  iVoni  tlie  Saltoii-tall  heirs  to  tiie  i)i-oi)riet oi's 
(d  \(  w  .Medticid  in  ]7'A-1. 

'I'lie  uilt  was  to  lie  located  ''in  ! 'incland  •'•  at  or  near  whei-e  the 
road  Irinn  lirooklield  t(>  Woodstock  unites  >vith  the  r(»ad  tVoni  ISrini- 
liidd  I  o  ( >\ foi'd."'  ()ther  records  in  the  work  (d  the  iirojiiietoi  s  in 
i7;{0  locate  this  old  iii-ookiicld  I'oadat  this  plac<-.  and  on  north\\ai-d. 
whi'ic  it  is  now. 

The  uKtup  (d'  record^  hearinu'  upon  tins  matter  estahli-lies  tlie  tact 
ol'  I  he  uidon  of  the  t\\»»  roads  heic,  and  that  they  conlinned  as  one  a 
di-taiice  <d'  ahout  a  mile  and  a  hall  ea>ti'rly  to  the  (dd  campin;^'  uiouiid 
w  hi(di  has  ]»een  dc-i'i  ihcd  :  w  liere  the  I'oad  to  Wood-tock  blanches  to 
the  southward,  ('oiitimnni;'  to  tiace  the  old  path  westward,  ^^■e  pass 
the  noi-th  side  ol  Mr.  \\  hite"s  hoii^e  and  tind  a  toot  path  to  the  urcat 
I'oad"  tVom  Stur!)i'id:j,-e  (  en!  I'c  to  Mskdale;  cros>ini;-  tlialea-~t  of  tlie 

I'air  ( ;ronnds  "  our  w  ay  is  •>  sout  h  (d'  a  small  pond  liole  ami  aloii^- 
by  Mr.  (;eor,u-e  Wi-hfs  house  to  the  "Old  !m  »rd  way over  Cedar 
IJrook.  ()ur  next  reiM»)-d  is  in  the  N'illaueor  Mskdale  near  the  Salton- 
stall  west  line.  The  location  (d'  the  record  is  north  ol  .Mr.  (  '.  l\.  Mun- 
roe's  store  and  Tost  Ollice.    The  town  road  laid  out  in  17.'{S,  there 

|(dt  the  (dd  path  t(t  the  -outhcda  popk'  tree'".  Tliere  ajipears  to 
he  a  lack  ol'  any  records  reterriiii:,'  to  the  old  jialh  west  ol  this  })oint, 
w  ithin  the  limits  ol'  St  urhridu'e. 

iJelerriiii;'  to  t  he  map  ol  t  he  route  o I'  Wood w  a id  and  SaU'ery  in  Ki-l'J, 
we  lind  that  tlie  old  patii  passed  l»y  the  north  side  (d'  l.illh-  Alum 
pond.  A  car(d'ul  examination  ot  the  ground  leads  the  writi'r  to  the 
opinion  that  tlie  palli  ])a-s<'d  up  tlie  slo])e  north  ot  l-'iskdalc,  and  o\t''' 
the  hill  cr<tssin,ii'  the  r>rooklield  i(»ad  iH'ar  the  -outh  line  cd'  tlie  S.  F, 
r.emis  larm.  ()ul>ide<d  ploughed  Tudds  (U-  larm  impro\ cmeiit  s.  there 
i<  a  cro]»pini;-  on!  (d'  '-ections  (d  the  path  lia\  iiiu  a  trend  applii  able  to 
t  his  t  heory. 

This  is  also  the  mo<t  direct  course.  I'romthe  l>ro<  ikiield  mad  t  he 
probable  cour.-e  wa-  northwesterly  to  the  tront  >ide  td'  tin;  old  Ikmi^c 
lat<dy  owned  by  the  (IriHiths  tamily.  It  is  an  op<'n  <jueslion  wliether 
I  Ik- colli  iiiuai  ion  was  direct  ly  dser  the  hill  we~lward  or  around  the 
north  end  ot  the  bill.     W  liiclHw cr  way  it  iiiaylia\e  been,  it  tiiially 


J 


] 


'.IS 

:llTi\  ('<l  Mt  :i  |»:is-;ii;('  \\  :i y  1  ict  wcoii  s\\  ;iiii|»<  w  liicli  cxt^'lid  di-- 
tMiUM's  citlici'  wity  iiiid  a|i|)i(Kicliiii;x  tlif  (uitld  (it  llic  pond. 

It  i»;iss<'d  iioitli  «d'  tlic  rc^idciHc  ul  .Mr.  i:.  ||.  I  );t  \  chixm  t.  :iiul 
t Iin>iii;,]i  llic  \\oo(U  slxiriiut;'  the  iKirtli  >li(>rc  <d  llic  jioikI  w  Immc  Mr.  ( '. 
S.  Allen  -howt'd  the  writer  tin-  tnicccd  tin'  old  piitli.  Oiic-d  the 
first  ro:id<  Inid  <iiit  by  t lir  i » i\\  ii  o|  liriiiilitdd.  r;iii  Irom  n<';i r  Slici  iiKiirs 
l>oiid  to  the  iioitli  end  of  i.itlle  A  1 1 1 1 1 1  |  lol  id .  Miieli  ot  the  wiiyllie 
i'(H'oi-ds  descrihe  this  ro;id  a-  toilowiii^-  "ilie  old  paili.""  'I'Im-  to|•e^(l- 
in^,' lU'si'i-iptioii  of  t  lie  local  ion  (d  'I'lie  (  Hd  r>ay  I'atlT"  l>e|\\ccn  <)\-- 
f'ord  and  liriinl'Kdd  is  hricd  as  po-vddc.  and  \cl.  i<  iidended  to  l>e 
suHicieidly  cdi-ar  to  enalde  any  reader  w  ho  so  desires  lo  tind  any  pari 
(d  it. 
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Regular    Meetings    in     tiie     Society's  Ha 
Edwards    Hall    Block  Sonthbridae 
the  last  Monday  Evening  in  tlie 
month    from    October  to 
April    inclusive  at 

Eight  o'clock,  . 


I 


1D0U:902 


OCTOBER  28 

lUTSlNESS 

IJ^TTEU  Troin  Cipt.  Joseph  Ml'(Uc11:iii  of  WooilstocI^,  Coiiii. 
V()(,:ALS()L0  ,\[i>s  IIaim;ii:t  Doi  iiH     i  v 

I'APJ^'.R    One   Iliiiidred   Years    ol"   the  Co!i.i;i*'.:4al loiial  Church  iii 
Southbridge  W'lLias  A.  IIadi.i.v 

IMANO  Kuui-irr  W.  Sandkks 

NOVEMBER  25 

\'0('AL  SOLO  i\  I'^KKi)  111!. I. 

l'AJ*Eli    Houses  of  Strife  Ki  w  Kuiir  i;.  II  a>k 

IIA>,MO  SOLO  W  II. I, I  AM  M.  (;.\  u: 

I'A1M':K    Joseph  Smith,  First  Setth^r  of  Sttirhi  i(i;'(^ 

(hi  A  i:i.i:s  \y.  \\  1.1.1) 

DECEMBER  30  ' 


151JSIXLSS 
IJANOSOLO 

I'Al'l'Mt    (;e!i.  Will.  Laton  of  \\^).)!!stoi-k  ami  nrii!i!i.''(l 
Mi.ss  .\L  AxNA  r.MM'.i;!.!.  'h'  Kii lu lit'lil, 

Lresih.'iiL  of  l!u'  L.iy  La'Ji  L:I)[mi-v  Chih 

LADIES'  (,)L  Ai;  ri:  11  E 

yon 


lUTSlNRSS 

ITANO  Mi;s.  J' A.  \Uu,ni 

I'Al'KK    Some  Mon  oi'  rnllu(.Mi{.'H  iii  llie  History  of  Diidh^v 

Sa.mim.i.  M()!;i;is  Coxan  t 
A'OCAL  SOU)  ,        1  Miss  nurniA  11m. k 

.       '         FEBRUARY  24 

Dramatic  Evening 
'ViiE         i\siiii>      Ml  Li-:s  srA\M)i>[i^-Lo,i-r,-iio\v 

TlI  i:  S  r(>l{  V  OF  A  FA  MOUS  \V'l':i)i)FNM;    '-L  uly  \V. Mil  worth" 

coMMrrrFi']  i\  oiiaij(;f 

Ja.mi<:s  O.  Sani)I':i;s.  Ai.i'i;i;i)  K.  1         i;s,  ALi:i<:ijr  CLAitivr: 

MARCH  31  .  . 

lUJslNFsS 

\A  M'AF  SOFO  l>i;,  l-\  A'.  l':i)\VAi:i)s 

l'AFl':U    'JMh^  Mari^y  Family  Mi;s  ('\lvis  D  1'ai.;|'; 

I'i  ANO  Mi^s  .Mai;i;i.  F.  .Moi:,i.; 

I'AFI'vK    'IMit'  Abori'^iiu's  of  AiiKM-iiM  MIss.M\l;^•  1-]  Oij:mi-,.\i  k 

APRIL  28--Anniial  Meeting 

UFi'OK'r.s  OF  offi('i:hs 

FLFO  riOX  Ol'  OFFlCFKS 
MALF  ()(' Airi'i  ITl': 

I'AI'FIJ    I  iillih'iice  ol'  till'  l'\'.Mi('li  in  AmiMKM  M  ('ii!:\i-a 

n  AXO  Mi-s  M  .m:\  F.  A\  i 


l>ri(lL;<' 
V;tlt'.  w 
L.'I 

Wv  1 

oliiiill;! 


1 


On  Literature,  Poetry  and  Art 

Dr.  F.  \V.  Kdwaids,  cliainnan 
Miss  Mary  E.  W(dls,  (;lerk  JNIiss  Mal)el  L.  Morse 

Mrs,  II  N.  Carpenter  James  ()  Sanders 

On  Library  Collections 
Fred  E.  Corhiii,  eliainnan 
Miss  Martha  ('uttiii},^  ,]<.liii  \V.  P>o\vker 

Miss  Ella  E.  Miersci!,  clerk  Airs.  11   I)  Ilaynes,  Stnrbrid^^o 

On  Museum  Collections 

(JeorfJie  K.  Dresser,  eliairmaii 
Mrs.  S.  M.  (Sonant,  Fawtiieket,  11.  L    Mrs.  John  1.  lieck 
Mrs,  N.  E.  Fntney  Mrs,  Dannah  licrron 

E.  S.  Stevens,  (^ni neban^' Ot.  William  Kin>jr,  ('harlton 

.Miss  h]lizabeth  Ilealey,  Dndley  Mrs.  J.  1  >.  I '  n(h'r\v( )od,  Fiskdale 

On  Membership,  Resolutions  and  JSecrology 
!{ev.  Silvanns  llayward.  chairman 
(Jeorge  S.  Ladd,  Sl;n  bridj^t'  (Icoi-^'-e  W.  Wtdls 

On  Publications 
Alexander  P.  Taylor,  chaii  niati 
Frank  S.  Clnpman  John  K.  Fai<;e 

On  Audit in}( 
Samnel  D.  IN'i  i  y,  chairman 
Cliannin;^  McU.  Wells  Herman  S.  ("hiMicy 

On  Town  LI i stories 
\{('\'.  Silvanns  llayward,  chairman 
W.  J.  Eitcddield,  clerk  Levi  I*,.  (Miase,  Stnrbri<lue 

Mrs.  (Jeo.  K.  Dre.^ser  for  Cliarlton        Samnel  M.  Conaid  loi-  Dndley 
On  Ma rJ< in Historic  Sites 
IJev.  (i.  W.  I'enniman,  chairman 
Levi  r>.  I'hase,  Stnrbrid,<>e  Hiram  Wcdls 

On  iSew  /Members 
W.  J.  JJlchlield  and  Mi.ss  l-Morence  Iv  Cliainn  for  Sont  hbrid.^e 
I\lrs.  (Jeor^eS.  Ladd  an;l  Cliarh-s  \',  Corey  for  S!nibrid«ie 
Mr  and  Mrs.  S.  M.  Conant  for  Dndley 
\\iMiam  Kint;and  Mrs.  (ieo.  K.  Dresser  1'or  ( Miarlton 


The  Historical  society  has  bei^iiu  tlie  iMibli(;ation  ol"  "(^niiia- 
baii}^  Historical  Society  Leallets."  It  is  t he  iutciitioii  oi  the  I)ii'ect<»i-s 
to  print  ill  this  imifonn  series  (as  rapitUy  as  the  conditioii  ot  tht; 
treasury  will  permit)  p;ii)ers  read  before  the  Si)ciety  and  recor  Is  ol' 
historii;  interest  pertaiiiin<;'  to  our  iiei_L;ld)()rhood. 

These  kMlh'ts  will  be  sold  at  ten  CiUits  <i  copy,  and  may  \n-  ob- 
taii'ed  at  the  Johuson,  CoU)urn  C'o.  stiucaud  at  A.  l).  ( Miamberlaiu's, 
Sturbrid.n'e,  or  by  mail,  {)ost-p;ii^l,  on  rec(.'ii»t  ol'  lU'ice,  by  addresh.in;4 
the  clerk. 

'i\venty-live  leath'ts  will  constitute  a  volume.  The,  society  will 
arratij4"e  tor  the  l)indiii^-  ot  these  le  illets  in  substantial  form  at  a  low 
[)rice.  The  edith)iis  are  limited  and  will  not  be,  rei)riuted.  Every 
one  is  advised  to  buy  ali  the  leallets  as  tiiey  api)ear,  that  their  vol- 
umes may  be  complete. 

Xuml)ers  I,  -2,  and  t  are  now  ready.  No.  1  is  "Southbridi^e  as 
a  Poll  Parish"  by  \V.  d.  Litchfield.  Xos.  2,  ;]  and  4  (which  to^L^ctli- 
er)  are  "The  Southbnd^e  ut  our  .Vncestors,  Its  Homes  and  Us  IVM>[)le" 
by  Lucius  L.  Ammidown. 

Nos.  T),  (),  7,  S  and  '.)  will  soon  be  ready.  No.  r> 
is  "Old  Houses  in  Sturbri(l<i,'e"  Ity  Charles  V.  (;orev.  Xo.  (j  is 
"  Tlu^  Setthuniuit  ot  Dudley"  l)y  S;imu(d  ^^)rris  Conant.  Xo.  7  is  "Tiie 
Lay  Path  .villi  an  Interpretation  <d  ^Vond^,\■a id  and  Saltiu-y's  .Map" 
by  Levi  1).  Phase.  Xt).  S  's'The  1  iidians  ot  I  his  Localitv"  l>y  Mrs. 
(leorj^e  K.  I)ress(U'.  No.  !>  is  "Soul  hbrid:_;'e  in  tliePivil  \"\'ar"  by  Ceo. 
W.  Corey. 


I^uinabaug  historical  ^ocicty- 

The  IlistDi'iCiil  society  has  bei^riii  the  iiiiblh^atiou  of  "(^uina- 
h'AWff  Historical  Society  JjealhUs."  It  is  the  iutcntioii  ot  the  Directors 
to  print  ill  this  iniifonn  series  (as  rapiilly  as  thi;  condition  ot  tin; 
treasury  will  permit)  pai)ers  read  before  the  Society  and  r(^cor  Is  of 
historic  interest  pertainin,<>-  to  our  nei<;hborhood. 

These  lealh^ts  will  t)e  sold  at  ten  cents  a  copy,  and  may  bi'  ob- 
taired  at  the  Johnson,  (Ji)ll)urn  Co.  store, and  at  A.  1).  (Miambtniain's, 
Sturbrid^e,  or  l)y  mail,  post-paid,  on  receii)t  of  [trice,  by  addressiii;^- 
the  clerk. 

'i\veiity-li vr  lealh'ts  will  constitute  a  voliiint\  Tht^  society  will 
arran;4(^  tor  the  l)indin<4'  these  le  illets  in  substantial  form  at  a  low 
price.  'I'he  (Mlitjons  are  limited  and  will  not  bii  reprinted.  l']very 
one  is  advised  to  buy  all  tlie  le.'.tleLs  as  they  api)ear,  that  their  vol- 
nnies  may  be  complete. 

Xund)ers  I,  '2,  :\  and  4  aa"e  now  n^ady.  No.  1  is  "Sontlibrid^e  as 
a  I'oll  I'arish"  by  \V.  J.  Ijtchlield.  X(js.  2,  ;]  and  4  (which  to.iieth- 
er)  are  "The  Sonthi)rid^'e  of  our  .Vncestors,  Its  Homes  and  Us  l?eo[)le" 
by  Lnci'is  E.  x\mmidown. 

Xos.  5,  (■>,  7,  8  and  will  soon  l)e  ready.  Mo.  5 
is  "Old  Houses  in  Stnrbrid^^e"  by  Charles  Corev.  Xo.  ti  is 
"  i'he  Settlement  of  Dudley"  by  Samuel  Morris  Conant.  Xo.  7  is  "  Tiie 
Day  Dath  .vith  an  1  nttn-pretation  <d  \V(Kid\vard  and  Salfery's  Ma[»" 
by  Levi  D.Chase.  Xo.  S  is  "The  I  ndiatis  ol'  this  Docalitv"  l»y  .Mrs. 
(ieorj^e  K.  Dresser.  Xo.  is  "Soutlibrid^e  in  the  ('ivil  vVar"  by  Ceo. 
\V.  C.u-ey. 


/ 


OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  FOR  1901=^1902 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

ruESiDKNT—llEV.  Vi.  ^\ .  I'knntmax,  Soutlibridse 
FiusT  Vice  PiiKsiDKNT— Calvix  1).  I\vi<;i:,  Soutlibridfjje 
8i':c()ND  Vice  PiiesidI'IXT— Ar.\'ix  H.  Ciiamiseulai n,  Sturbrulj^o 
Cleiuv— WiLEOiU)  J.  LiTcirFiEEi),  Soiitlibridf^o 
Tkeasuker— Aeva  li.  IIVDE,  Soiithbridue 

MEMHEKS  AT  LAIUiE— AIllS.  (^\EV1X  I>.  I'AKJK,    Mi;S.  (J  I-.OlKilO  K. 

Dh'ESSEii,  Mrs.  (lEORcir:  W.  Wi:lls  and  (Jeoinje  W.  AVi.li.s  of 
S()utlil)ridfff^,  CiiAiiLKs  V.  ('oitKV  of  Sliirbrid^H  and  Sami  i:l  M. 
CoNAXT  of  Pau'tuckel,  II.  I. 

CouitEsroxniNMi  Siu  KETAiiV— M  rs.  Tbomas  Sanders, S( )n  t  hl)rid^^>3 
He(H)RI)IX(j  SEciiETAKY  AXi)  Ji! iiKAiii AX— Miss  EllHlia  L.  Dies- 
ser,  Soiitlil)iid<4e 

Staxdixc;  C(~»m^httee  ox  No:\iixA'ri()N.s 
For  one  year  C  Howard  Filmonds,  S  outlibridj^e 
For  two  years  Jobn  \.  Hall,  ebainnan,  Soutlibridoe 
For  three  years  Mrs.  Charles  V.  Corey,  Stiuijrid^e 


COMMITTEES 

[liesideiu'c  .Sijilllil)i'i(li;>'  iiiiU-ss  otherwise;  «U'sii;ii;ite(l.] 

On  Oeneral  history  and  Archaeology 
Miss  Mary  F.  Clenience,  chairman 
Miss  Alice  Ilohnes,  clerk  Mi^s  r^llen  M  Moore 

(Jeorge  J\L  (/lienev  John  '1\  Clarke 

On  Local  History,  Biography  and  Genealogy 
Lneius  F.  Animidown,  cliairniaii 
Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Carpenter  Mis.  Maiy  Fd wards 

Mrs,  Fllen       Ilartwell  Miss  Mary  I>.  Merritt 

On  Military  History 
John  i\F  Cocliraii,  chairman 
(ieorft-e  W\  Corey  Chaih-s  L.  Xewhall 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Chamberlain,  SI url>rid,L>e    Miss  ('aroline  R.  Stone 


|tt'ital)flit|  Ijtsiorical  |octciii  Jectflets. 

VOL.  I.  No.  8. 

THE  SETTLEMENT 
OF    DUDLEY.  ^ 

nv  SAMUIvL  MORRIS  CONANT. 


I'Ai'ER  Ri:ad  Before  the  Ouinaf.ai'c;  Historical  Society, 
Oct.  29,  1900. 


'I'hc  pi-oiiiiiu'iit  tVat  uies  of  our  (^)uin;ilt:iti,i>;  X'allcy  liavc  clian^cd  Itut 
little  ill  liio  cM»tir<('  of  {wo  (.(Mit arie.<  and  more. 

•"'riine  but  the  ihii/rcs.^^ion  deeper  makes 
-Vs  !stream>*  their  eluumels  deeper  \veai'." 
I  i-ememher  when  in  Kni^iand  last,  durinj^'  the  summei'  of  18i»8  and 
while  Journevini;"  down  from  the  Cit}^  of  lOxeter  in  Deson  to  the  little 
anc-ient  town  of  Kasl  H\idlei<;h,  the  hirtlijjlaee  and  early  home  of  my 
inuuii^-rant  aneestor,  I  remeud)er  as  my  eye  sou<i,ht  tlie  landseape  of 
heino-  impressed  with  the  thought,  that  howevei' ehaniicd  the  details 
of  tlie  seenerymi_ii,"ht  have  heeome  thr(t"  the  eouise  of  two  centuries 
and  a  half,  tliat  the  ])rominent  featuies  (d'  the  shire, — 
'I'he  rollin*;-  land,  the  hills  and  vales, 
The  moor  i-ieh  in  ])atehes  of  purple  heatliei-, 
'I'he  hi;i,'h  I'ed  elifls  faein^'  lh<'  lMi2,lish  (  hannel, 
'I'he  I'ed  soil,  the  red  cattle  and  the  shiftini^'  jianoi-ama 
Of  the  sky.  all  ih<'se  f(»rmed  a  pii'ture.  tlio"  Iteauiilul 
And  new  to  me,  yet,  which  nuist  have  been  l.iiin I i.ir.  I.iuiiliur 
As  houH'  to  the  e^es  {>{  jfooei-  Conant  "272  year>  l.ctoic 
•  It  would  not  therefore  hr  sut-li  a  wonderfully  ditlei-ent  <^uinal-)aug 
^'alley  '2'H'>  years  a^i'o. 

■  If  we  (•(•uld  i;-o  hack  all  these  yeai-s  and  take  oui-  ]>osition  on  some 
in<;ii  |uniiiinence,  like  the  sentinel  hill  of  lh«-  live  1  -  heyoi.d  Stui"- 
i»ridi;<*  or  the  hii;h  W  oodstock  land  south  of  the  \\  e>i  l>udle\  inier- 
\ale,  we  would  still  look  down  u|>on  a  familiar  l;u!e. 

Let  us  ti-y  and  picture  this  old-time  ]>an(u:nua  fioni  some  endnence 
sout li  (d'  the  inter\a le. 

We  must  lestore  the  ))rinu'\al  forest  co^■el•ini^•  the  valley  with  its 
(triiiinal  *^armi  iUs,  yet  we  must  leave  iiere  and  thei'e  natural  cleai- 


I  ([iioto  tVoni  ;i  Icltcr  writU'ii  in  1(')21)  on  Xcw  Kiijilnnd"-  [tlan- 

tation : 

''Th()Uj;!i  nil  tlit!  coinitrcy  )>oo  as  it  \v<'ie  a  tliickc  wood  lor  flie 
geiioi-ull,  3"('t  in  divers  piarc-;  (here  is  nincli  ^ronnd  (.-icarcd  l»y  the 
Iiidiani*,  and  I  am  told  a  man  may  stan<l  on  a  hilly  plac-c  and  sre 
divers  thousands  of  acres — As  <i,'ood  as  need  he,  and  not  a  trt'f  in 
the  same."" 

AVe  mnsr  (,»l)lit<'rate  the  houses,  ihc  roads  and  ih<'  walls,  all  di\  isions 
of  land  we  must  olditerate,  that  make  n(»\\adays  a  eheekcr  l»oard  of 
verchiie;  we  must  picture  to  oui>(d\<'s  a  wild  o\ ('ri;rown  Nalli-y. 
h(»undless  and  silent  sa\e  for  the  oeca-ionai  c-ry  (d  a  sa\a;^e,  some 
hird  oi-  heast  hreakinji,'  in  upon  the  l(»w'  steady  son^  ni  the  (^uinahaii;;- 
lainnin;^,  tircdessly  and  free,  unimpedeii  l»y  wheel  shadt'Wt'd 
hrid^-e  throu<;hout  its  leniilh. 

We  n\i;^'ht  ex(daim  on  li(dioldini;  sucdi  a  sit'iie. 
^-  1 1  ere  was  no  unm"s  warden  ;  hut  t  Ik-  un  handseled  <i-|<»he.  It  was  not 
lawn  n(n-  j)asture.  nor  mead,  nor  woodlaiui,  nor  lea,  lun-  waste  land. 
It  ^\'as  the  fresh  and  natui'al  surlace  <d'  the  [danet  earth  as  it  was 
uiade  for*'ver  and  e\('r,  to  he  the  dwidliii;;'  place  of  man.  \\c  say. — so 
nature  made  it  and  man  may  u^e  it  if  he  can."* 

Our  time  is  the  middle  of  Septend)er,  l<i7l. 

If  we  look  a<;ain  and  moic  clo-<d\  liom  our  endnenee  upon  this 
primitive  pii'ture,  we  will  discov(;r  lar  to  the  east  a  thin  l)lue  -niok*' 
rising.  It  is  from  the  little  Indian  \  il lau'e  or  prayini;-  tow  n  of  ('ha- 
ha  nak(  ui,u,komen . 

It  hath  its  denomination  from  a  \ery  ureat  jxuid  alxMit  lixc  or 
six  miles  ionj;"  that  h(utlers  ril»on  the  south  end  of  it.  There  are  in 
this  village  ahout  niiu'  families  and  alionj  forly-ti\«'  S(»ids.  'IMie 
peoi>le  are  of  a  soher  dep(n-tmeni  and  hetter  instruct(  tl  in  the  wor^hiit 
of  (iod  than  any  of  the  new  j»ia\  inii'  low  ns."" 

Let  us  look  ui)on  tlu'  valley  and  into  the  inter\ale  near  t(»  (»ur  feet. 
We  discern  across  the  river  and  at  the  foot  of  soon-  hiuli  i-oeky  (dills  a 
collection  of  arhor  shajted  wiu'wams,  not  the  peaked  wiiiwanr<  s(» 
commonly  i)ortrayed,  hut  moic  of  the  omnihns  shape,  co\-ered  with 
hark  or  skins  and  vai-yin«4  from  thiity  lo  forty  feet  in  leni^th.  with 
l)0ssihly,  one  Ion*;'  wij;wam.  capalde  (d  Immuu'  u<ed  f,.r  Trihal  couiu  il. 
This  v"rlla,<;'e  hy  the  runninn  water  i>  Maanexit. 

Maanexit  lieth  ahout  scncu  miles  westerly  from  (  hahanal (tn^iko- 
uien.     It  is  situated  in  a  fei  tile  c<iunt  l  y  and  near  unto  a  fresh  ri\  ei' 
called  ^Iohe^■an  river.     The  iidiahitaiils  arc  about  twenty  families 
and  as  we  c<»mpule  (we.  John  Lliot  and  l>ani(d  (io<ddn)  one  hundicd 
.  souls. 

-  :Mr.  l^^liot  preached. — Alter  sciinon  \\as  ended  we  prc^sented  uiUo 
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tliciii  .f(»hii  M<>nu:i.  :i  pioii-  mikI  -oIht  jxTscui  theic  picscut  t<»r  tlieii' 
present  luiiiistcr.  wliicli  tln'y  tliuiiktully  ncccpteil." 

Here  ;ne  jieoplc  of  solx'i- (lepDrtiiieiit/"  ''i><M»i)Ie  in^^tnieted  in  the 
worshi])  of  (io(l,'"  at  ( 'liabaiiakoiiukoiiieii  1 

Twenty  families  at  Maanexit  tliaiikfiilly  aeeepted  .lolui  Moipia 
a^;  their  reli«^-ious  Inst  I'uetoi- 1 

This  eannot  b«*  the  wilderness  I  have  tried  to  deserihe.  It  reads 
moi-e  like  the  annals  of  I'eaeeful  \'alley. 

We  had  an  oi'ator  in  J)\idley  some  years  a^i'o  wlio  deelared  that 
''when  onr  forefathers  landed  npon  these  shores  in  177(>  they  \vere 
eniii-eiy  sui'rounded  hy  iee  and  snow. — and  savages  on  tlie  othei-/' 

It  any  mend>er  ol  tliis  soei(M y  is  lioldini;-  a  dist icssl iil  pictnre  \vithin 
his  nnnd  as  t(»  ihe  inixat ions,  and  |)art iciiiarly  the  hixllly  dangers,  of 
oui'  innin<;rant  ancestors  u|)on  these  shores  and  has  thon^^lit  of  the 
peaiM'  and  eivili/ation  that  tln^v  presumal)ly  lefl  hehind  in  tiieir  old 
Kn^lisii  homes,  (piiet,  ruial,  Merrie  Eniiland."  I  would  advis*'  tliem 
to  read  the  Third  ('hai)ter  of  ISlaeaulay's  Ilistoi-^'  of  Kii^land  showing 
1  he  state  of  that  eountry  in  KiS"),  ten  years  alter  our  Kinjf;  Thilip's  >Var. 

In  Kn<;land  as  late  as  KlSa,  only  hal f  of  the  land  was  arable — ^vas 
under  cultivation— the  n^<t  was  i;i\('n  up  to  the  forests,  fens,  and 
mooi-s.  The  country  was  infested  w  ith  fi-eebootei-s  and  mosst loopei's, 
and  bands  <d'  armed  men  were  laised  for  the  defence  of  property  and 
order,  while  the  seats  of  the  nobility  and  the  lar«;'er  farm  houses  were 
forlifieil.  The  very  streets  of  London  were  dani^erous  after  ni^ht  fall. 
They  were  left  in  darkness.  Thuns  and  thie\es  plied  their  tiiuh',  and 
were  assisted  b}^  the  ;iay  and  dissolute. 

The  i-(»ads  were  in  a  bad  state  about  Knuiand  in  I'lSo.  'I'ravel  was 
iisually  by  th<*  pack-horse  amoni;-  th<'  niiddle  i-lasses  and  the  coach 
and  four  was  more  (d  a  necessity  than  a  display.  I!ii;ln\ay  robbei'y 
aliountled  and  Claude  l>uval  looted  the  family  c(»ach  and  made  the 
terrified  dau«;liier  dance  a  c(tmpul<ory  minuet  upon  the  u-reensward. 

So  we  may  ima^i'ine  .lohn  Kliot  the  "'Indian  Apostle''  with  the 
alVairs  (d  '• . Joseph. lilack  .lames."  '-.John  .Mcxpia  and  the  '•  pray- 
ing- towns""  upon  his  unnd.  in  coiupany  with  .Major  I  )ani(d  ( Jookiu, 
the  Indian  historian,  and  "tiNc  oi-  six  «;()dly  |iersons""  wending- their 
way  alon;;-  the  trail  between  the  ''«ifeat  pond""  ami  .Maanexit,  in  mor<» 
pi'ace  and  safety  than  Ihey  miiiht  possibly  expi-rience  upon  the  roads 
(d'  the  .Motiier  (  ounlry. 

^'et  this  (immdested  company  (d  •\i;'odly'"  men  trav(dlin«;  thro"  our 
valley  in  the  fall  of  1(!7I  seen\s  to  suu^est  the  calm  before  the  storm, 

.Massasoit  is  dead.  Wamsutta  is  dead;  I'm-as  has  rebuked  John  Kliot. 
lie  does  iu)t  care  to  have  Ids  Indians  pray  to  <Jod.  n(U-  does  lie  care  to 
ha\<'  the  Mn^lish  ci-oss  the  M(»he^an  ri\«'r. 
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Phillip  with  falliLT  :iml  hrotlu'r  ^(tiic  i-  mitlduhtctlly  [ilottiii;^  with 
the  Xipiiiucks.  In  .hinc  th*-  lolhtw  iii^'.  lOT."),  c-oinc  tin'  ma--:u"res  at 
Swaiizcy  and  J ):irtin(»ut h. 

'l"he  Xipimicks  attack  M^-ndon  in  -hily,  and  Phillip  i-  taking-  part  in 
the  atiaek  upon  lirookticld  in  Au^ii<l. 

'I'hcn  lollovvs  Nortlittcid,  |)(MTli('l(L  lladlcy,  liloody  limok.  Spiin^- 
lield  and  the  euhninatitm  <»t  tiie  year's  lioirur-^  in  the  Swanip.'i  of 
Khode  Island  in  Dceeniher.  I'hillip  is  shot  in  ICTC*.  hcsultory  ti^lit- 
in*;'  eontinuc-  until  MuX  when  at  last  peace  is  e^tahlished. 

1  find  tlire<'  men  li^hlini;'  the  huhans  in  i\iiii;'  rhillip's  W'ai-  whose 
descendants  play  a  prominent  jiai  i  in  t  he  si-t  t  lemein  a  iid  sui)sei|uent 
histoi-y  of  1  )udley. 

,)().->i:rii  Drni.i.v.  later  ( Jov.  .los«'ph  Dudley  and  landed  proprietor, 
\\hose  sons  \\'illiam  and  Paul  ,i;i\e  the  town  it-  name  and  lir-t  ilnan- 
eia!  assistance. 

XAliiAMr;!.  !^KAl.^,  whose  name  and  descendant^  niultii»ly  half 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Dudley  are  llealy">,  live  upon  1  lealy  stieet."' 
and  John  (:«>NANi\  a  j^tandsou  of  L'oi>cr  ('(Uiant  of  Salem,  whose  son 
I'enjamin  Iiecouu-s  oiu-  of  Dudley's  incorporators.  t(vA\  n  clerk  '2('>  \-ears 
and  (.'hairman  of  stdectmen  1.'^  years. 

From  Mss.  iu>fes  of  (;eor<i-e  P.  Daniels,  the  ()xford  Historian.  I  lind 
tlial  the  plantati(tn  of  Keekamoochaui;  or  i\eekamoochuck  is  uien- 
tioned  hy  the  \\'<M>dstock  Selei-tmcn  in  and  ai;ain  that  ■•('h-ment 

Corhin  and  .Io-;eph  ( 'hamlxMlain  wvvc  early  ol  this  plac-e." 

('apt.  Kl»i'ne/er  Da\i>.  one  of  the  olde-t  re-ideiUs  ol  Dudley,  in- 
forms me  tlial  there  were  oriij,inally  at  the  time  ol  Dudley's  settle- 
ment thi'ee  Indian  N'illa^'es — one  at  the  lake,  one  on  the  sire  (d  the 
Hates  i-'aian  at  --Slapleton  Hill."  and  the  ihird  at  the  sunlh  foot  <d' 

l.caven-  liill."  I  am  of  the  ojtinion  that  there  were  hut  two  — Kee- 
kanK)ochuclK  plantation,  which  was  an  Indian  reser\ation  Isiui;'  be- 
tween Dudlc}-  Hill  and  Lea\t'ns  Hill,  with  .\e\\-ell's  hi-ook  oi'  Keeka- 
nioochuck  brook  running;'  thro'  ii>  \alley,  wa>  di\ided  and  suld  b\'  Hie 
Dudleys,  ,lohn  Healy  i)robably  receiviiii;-  the  tir~i  ileed.  Isaac  Newell, 
the  second  in  172."k 

TIkmi  in  1721  the  Indians  are  moNcd  ea.-i  a  s(pia!-e  mile  and  more  land 
S(dd  to  .lames  ( "orbin.  dr..  w  ho  mo\es  in  from  Wood-  t^ck  in  1727 — IIh' 
Indians  now  occupyiiu;-  the  liiuh  uround  by  ihe  I'.aie-  Parin.  This 
iiio\-e  would  accounl  lor  the  tw(»  \iliai;'es  wcsi  of  the  lake. 

This  would  also  account  for  the  Indians  beini;-  in  ])<isscssi<m  id 
Dudley  Hill  al  Ihe  time  of  the  tow  n's  incoi  poiat  ion  and  the  purcha-e 
of  four  acres  from  th<'  topof  do<hua  Petiin  ^  HiH  lui  a  liurial  ;:riaind 
and  training'  tield. 

The  lnirial  uround  on  Dudley  Hill  was  abandon'd.  out'  ^rasc  was 
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ihi<4-,  hut  tlic  land  lound  uiisuit:it)l«'.  .James  L'orbiii  <j,'ave  tlif  town  its 
fciuetei-y  htt.  Jt  is  stated  that  the  earliest  ))urials  were  iieai-  the 
(^uiuahau;^-. 

I  wish  to  call  your  partieuhii'  atteut ion  to  an  historic  Indian  of 
Dudley — .lolm  (^uitt('nui<;-.  wlio  lived  upon  tiie  side  ot  ;i  hare,  round  hill 
ahout  a  nnle  and  a  half  south-east  ot  Dudley  HilK  known  as  (^uit- 
teniui^  w  NipnuK'k  Hill. 

llurcliinson  relates  tliat — 'Mil  17'24  a  Nii)niuek  Indian,  .John  (^>uit- 
teniu>;',  went  to  Boston  and  was  entei'tained  there  hy  *;ent  h'inen  who 
accounted  him  a  ^leat  |u-odi;j,y.  l"'orty  years  a^o  \\o  had  heen  re- 
marked as  an  old  Indian  and  must  ha\('  l)een  112  years  of  aiie,  for 
he  constantly  atliiiued  that  in  the  year-  Kt.'JO,  upon  a  messaiie  from 
the  luii;lish  that  they  were  in  want  ot  corn  soon  after  their  arri\al, 
he  went  with  his  father  to  iJoston  and  carried  fr(»m  his  country 
(this  country)  one  and  one-half  hushels  of  corn  all  the  way  on  his 
hack;  that  then  there  was  hut  one  cellar  he<;un  in  Bost(»n  and  this 
somewhei'c  near  the  (  ommon." 

lle/ekiah  Butt <'rworth,  the  New  ]Mi<;iand  stoi-y-t(dler  and  j^net, 
says  that  C^>uittemu^■  must  have  known  \\  iHiam  Blacjvstone.  Black- 
stone  was  a  man  of  peace  and  fiiendly  the  Indians.  Jle  planted 
the  tirst  apple  trees  and  rose  ^-ardeiis  in  Boston  hefore  movin«;-  to  the 
valley  of  tlie  !iv«'i-  that  hears  his  name,  the  BlackstoiK^  Kiver, 

(^uittemu^-  may  have  procuicd  seed  (d  Blackstone  and  may  have 
jdanled  the  tii-st  apple  trees  in  this  locality.  lle/ekiah  Butterworth 
aiui  I  visited  (^)uittemu^'  Mill  in  .hme  this  year.  ^^'e  discovert'd  half 
way  up  upon  the  l']ast  side  near  wheie  tlie  oUl  Indian  is  supposed 
to  ha\('  rued,  an  anci<'nt  apple  orchard  whose  hu*;e  trunl<;s  seem 
to  ante-date  any  applt^  tree<  I  have  yet  seen,  and  tln'se  may  he 
the  (^uittemuii-  ajjple  trees  <ir<»\\n  ti-om  the  William  Blackstone  seed. 

So  I  elaim  for  Dudley  thro"  t  his  old  peaceful  I  ndian  a  distinct  and 
early  honor.  The  New  Intant,  l^^n^'land,  lay  in  her  cnulle  cryin»4"  for 
food,  with  the  s<'as  hetNS'een  hei-  and  lier  Mother;  and  it  was  (^)uit- 
temuji',  ai<led  hy  the  fertile  soil  (d'  Dudley.  mIm*  quietly  stole  over  the 
loiii;-  trail  to  Boston  and  i)ut  the  milk  ol'  a  new  woi  ld  to  he--  lijts. 

I  woidd  suii»;('st  the  visit  to  (^uittemu^  Hill  and  some  neii;hhoring- 
Indian  «iraves  as  an  outing-  for  tliis  Societ>'  in  the  next  apjile  Idossom 
season. 

I  claim,  too.  the  term  reactdul  \  alley  "  as  apidyini;-  to  this  our 
immediate  territory.  ()ur  foicdathers  Inward  hut  faintly  the  echoes  of 
strife  here,  and  when  Samu(d  Mol  l  is,  or  as  he  was  st}  led,  (i(j\ernor 
Samuel  .Morris,  sold  his  Boxhiiry  homestead  in  1714  and  moved  into 
ami  upon  Maanexit  Farm  with  its  1500  hroad  acres,  the  -lohnson 
massacri^  of  i ('»;>(;  was  an  old  stoi-y  to  he  recount<'d  h«d'ore  wondering' 


104 


cliihlrcii  ;i,ather<'(l  alxxir  tlic  iicMi't listoiic  in  ilic  winiei'  ni;ilit< 

(»t  ;»  loll*;'  :ii;<). 

This,  llieii,  will  suii'^csr  to  you  :i>  I  liavc  nttt'iuptcd  to  i)orrr,iy 
it  the  inoxin^'  in  ot  the  cni-licsl  set  tiers. 

Sanmt'l  Morris  in  1714  hy  the  <^»irni:ili:mi;'  IMscr  tiuildin;;'  its  tii>t 
hi'id^'e  and  ^;«'ttin*;-  into  much  trouble  onit  i-hiirt-h  atlairs:  isaai- 
Newell  in  172.'i,  .Joshua  lii-aly  <ui  his  ludlher  John's  ^^rant  in  \~2i'>  and 
James  C<u*hin  eominj;"  in  Ironi  Woodstoclx  in  17"J7  and  later  uix  iiiii  iIk- 
town  the  land  lor  a  eeuiclcry .  'i'licse  hist  three  nioviii;:-  into  the  K<-e- 
kaniooehuek  teriatory  and  the  hnlians  iuo\in;^'  east  a  ndle  in  I7"J1. 
lienj.  ('onant  nioxinii'  into  the  ncMth  part  trnin  UeNcrly  in  i7"i7  and  in 
]7',i\  (Jeoi'ii'e  IJ<)hins{)n  liviiiu'  uimui  fjOO  aei-e<  irrthe  \iciiiit\-  ol  the 
(ireat  Pond. 

Tiiere  is  the  |)(»s<il>ility  ol  an  earlier  >ettlenient  tlnm  lhi>.  There 
ai-e  a  nund>ei'  <d'  old  etdlar  holes  in  a  south-easteily  dii-eerKui  from 
Dudley  Hill.  ('apt.  havis  -;ty>  that  the<e  eellars  lia\e  never  I.eei: 
aeeoiintcd  I'or.  The  Indians  made  no  e(dlars.  It  is  jxissihle  that 
some  eaid}'  Huguenots  atlempte*!  to  settle  upon  the  trail  het\\('en 
<)xlord  and  \\'oodst<)ek',  \\liich  would  prohahly  h.ixc  run  thr(tu;;h 
this  neiii'hhorhood.  A  deseriptioii  ot  the  .l(thn<(Ui  murdtM'  would 
suii^iest  that  there  ^\•('re  two  path-  in  this  \  ii'iiiity.  and  loi-  llio>e  days 
this  trull  must  liave  Ix-en  (juite  a  t lioidUi;h tare. 

We  will  now  look  in  npori  the  <ettlei>  ot  hudley  Inddiiiu  their  lir-t 
town  nn'etin<i-  in  17;{"2  at  th<'  home  (d  W  illiam  Cuter,  whose  hou<e 
was  the  lirst  to  he  l.uilt  on  Dudley  Hill. 

Joseph  l"almunds  is  chosen  moderator. 

Joseph  iMlmuntls.  James  ('orhiu.  Sen..  l']l>ene/er  Mdnmnds.  (ieori^e 
IJohin.son  and  Jtdin  Lillie  are  eho-eii  >eh'etmen. 
John  Lillie,  Town  <  lerk. 
Joseph  Put  ney,  (  onstalde. 

Henjamiii  (  oiiant  and  Jonathan  Xewell.  Tyihin^-  Men. 
Jonathan  \ew(dl,  Town  Treasurei-. 

The  tii'st  e<jJieern  of  these  -et tiers  after  (»r^;ini/ati<ui  >eem<  to  l>e.  to 
have  a  minister. 

'I'heir  petition  for  the  luakiuu'  (d  a  new  h»wn  on  thi-  "fi'aet  of  land 
tyin;!;'  !>etween  \\(tod<toek  and  nxfoid"'  suu^e-i<  that  iheir  ehief 
ineonvenienee  lies  in  the  faet  that  ihey  ;ii'e  \*'r\  remote  lioiu  an\' 
plaee  of  tlu'  Puldiek  worship  (d  iod." 

The  settlei's  raised  their  me<'tinii'  house  on  the  2.'h-d  (d  ( >cl oher.  17."{l. 
I  WW  told  that  the  lirst-  meelin^-  hmi<e  stood  nearly  upon  the  >ame 
s|)ot  as  stands  the  ('onant  Memorial  today  and  that  it  w.as  a  ])lain. 
w<dl-hnilt  l>arn-like  sirueture  without  <M-namentat  i(m.  Ixdl-deek  or 
enpola.     Th.at  huunin  nature  wa^  uuieh  the  same  in  the  eail\'  days  of 
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settlement  here,  two  old-time  memeiit(M's.  which  I  will  read,  seem 
to  testily  :— 

'I'o  either  of  the  Coiistahles  of  the  town  of  Dudley  in  the  County 
of  W'oreester,  (;re<'ting: 

Wherea.s,  .Martha  MaeKentiali  of  and  helongin*;-  to  JN'adiug  North 
preeinef  in  the  County  of  Ess<'x  has  lately  eonie  into  the  sd  town  of 
Dudley  ^vith  a  child  ahout  two  years  old  ami  the  sd  Martha  being 
])oor  and  in  indigent  cironmstanees  may.  if  she  be  alloAved  to  continue 
in  sd  town,  hei-ome  a  charge  to  it — 3-ou  are  t  herefoi  e  hereby  direct(Hl 
forthwith  to  warn  the  sd  Martha  MacKentiah  to  ilepart  with  her 
,  child  in  the  sj)ace  of  fourteen  days,  a:s  she  will  answer  the  licgb'ct  at. 
the  peril  of  the  law  in  that  cause  made  and  |»ro\ided  gi\en  under  our 
hands  at  Dudley  the  seccuid  day  of  August.  Anno  Doiidni,  \7'A'). 

Martha  MacKentiah  is  told  to  "move  on"  and  this  so  many  Acars 
belore  Charles  Dickins  and  ''ixior  doe  I"  D  t  his  old  proldem  nearer 
solutiim  todayV  August  2,  IT.'};')!  Mart  ha  must  start  with  that  lit  tie 
child  by  the  Kith.  WhereV  Here  is  the  inception  of  a  romanee  and 
if  1  was  to  write  it,  I  would  put  the  cup  (d  cold  water  on  a  hot  August 
afternoon  in  the  hand  of  some  old  Indian  woman  at  the  lake  who  had 
not  li\t'd  in  a  "praying  town"  in  vaiti. 

february  ye  2  :  1  Tad. 
CeiUlemen:  Thare  is  a  sume  (d  money  dew  fr(Mi'i  the  Town  of 
Dudley  to  me  w  ich  sum  you  ought  to  ha\  ('  honestly  payeil  Longtigo 
you  well  know  that  I  never  had  ojie  pene\  from  you:  however  Know- 
ing the  cureomstanee  of  sume  and  the  Disj)osition  of  sum  otln-rs  I 
hearby  frecdy  ijuict  and  discarg  the  aeconnt  to  this  Day:  Itut  if  you 
thiid;  it  to  mean  to  receive  a  giuelt:  in  that  case  I  Disire  }-ou  to  pay 
the  sum  Dew  to  me  t<»  Mr.  (ib'sen:  Madam  (;lesenhas  been  a  loiig 
time  in  a  poor  Stati'  o\  Health  and  i  hope  you  ha\('  a  sutalnd 
sence  (d  it. 

1  am  gentlemen  your  mo<t  humlnd  and  most  ebedcnt  servant. 

Thomas  (  heney . 

To  the  Town  of  1  )udley.* 
I  W'e  will  h'ave  Dudley,  the  mother  (d  our  four  townshii)s,  lor  the 

])resent,  incorporated  and  <M'gaiu/.ed  as  a  (iod  fi'aring  eommunily. 

As  for  the  Indians,  they  are  gone,  and  I  lor  (uie  would  N\rite  their 
.histmy  with  the  broad  forbearance  thai  the  strong  must  always 
exercist^  for  the  weak. 

*Mr.  CJlesen  rid'erred  to  here  is  the  Kev.  ("has.  (Jleason.       He  suc- 
ceeded the  K'ev.  I*erce\   Howe,  who  was  the  lirst  settled  minister  of 
Dudley.     Th<'  lU'v.  Mr.  Gleason,  or  '"Priest"  (ileason,  as  he  was 
sometimes  called,  was  ordained  12  years  after  the  incorporation  of 
the  town  and  continued  in  serviee  until  his  diMth  4G  years  later. 
I  His,  the  buigest  uiinistry  <d  Dudley's  pastors. 
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-•lint  t heir  li\<'ili  oil  \oiir  hills 

'J'licir  li.'iptism  on  your  -liorc; 
\'our  t'\(Mi:i<l iiin'  livfr-  -pciik 
Tlicir  (iialrct.  oT 

Kogei'  ^^':lll'(»tt,  last  April,  said,  in  relfrriim,-  to  tiic  widcuiuM'  -cope 
of  our  ( 'omiucrcc  and  ( 'i\ ili/ation,  t  hat  - 

lium,  li'unpowdcr  and  tlic  r.ihic  -hould  intt  he  linked 
Toii't'tht'r  in  unholy  a  Ilia  iic"'."' 

^'et  to  the  shame  ot  <nir  huckstering-  nature^  thi--  -eein<  to  he  in- 
evitnl)l('  and  tliese  three  ,-eein  to  stalk  through  all  our  early  hi-ioiy' 
and  romance,  like,  ••'khe  'I'hree  M  u-lveteer- ot  l)uiiia<  indi--oluldy 
linked. 

'I'liat  tlie  iM'st  two  ol  the-e  three  \\(Uked  out.  a  terrilde  re\eimt' 
np(»n  oil!"  torcd'arhers  read  the  detail-  ol  Kinu'  I'liillip"-  War.  <  i\il- 
i/.ati(»n  like  the  eaiile.  iua\  win;:'  il'*'  ilart  that  is  to  -eej^  her  lite.  \  r\ 
our  to  re  tat  hers  Udl  a  nieniorial  that  apjieal-  to  lue  more  deeply  ihan 
their  crudely  written  rec(U(l<.  W  e  may  -et  up,  a>  a  Sorieiy.  our  little 
caini.  oui'  monument  our  lu'on/e.  yet  tiie  xci'y  lace  ot  our  <^)uina- 
hauo"  X'aUey  and  all  .\«-w-  iMiuland  is  lined  and  wrinkled  with  a  \  a<t 
lueimu'ial  (d'  lal)or  and  a  iiolde  inheriiance  ol  (deared  land.-  - 

( >ur  St  one  Wall- ! 
( )ur  New  I'Ji.uland  tortdaiher-  u-i-d  the  lualerials  ol  their  time  and 
u>ed  th<'m  w  ell.     Let  us  u<e  our-  !     'I'hey  nioxcd  lalxu-iou-ly  into  i  hi- 
valley  I    \N'e  tear  traiisporlati(Ui  out  (d  a  hook  I     'kiiiies  a i  e  dillerent  : 
the  toys  have  muitiplied.  hut  tin-  man  i-  the  -auie. 

^''I'lie  Al^e  culls  simples 

W  ith  a  hroad  tdowiT-  hack  tiirn  d  l)roadly*(o  tlie  lilory  of  the 
stars. 

W'e  are  i^od-  hy  our  o w  n  reck'ni ii^- a nd  ma\-  widlshui  up  the 
t  eiuide.-, 

And  w  ield  (Ui.  audd  1  he  i nceii -e-  - -I  ea ui  I  he  j  hunder  <  d  our  ca  r-. 

l-'oi-  w  e  throw  out  acelamal  ioii-  <d  -el  l-t ha nl^i in:',  -(d  l-adiui riiii;' 

W'ith.  at  v\cv\  mile  run  taster.  (  >  t  he  w  (Uidrou-,  \\ undrou-  a;;c  ! 
kittle  thinking'  it  we  work  oui'  -oul-  a<  nohly  a<  our  iron 

<)rit  Anii,'(ds  \\ill  t-omnu'iid  u-  at  the  uoal  td'  pil^rimauc 

NN'hy,  wliai  is  this  patient  entrance  into  nature"-  deep  re-oiirces 
liut  the  child's  mo-l  ^■|•adual  learlliil^■  to  walking'  upriuhl  with- 
out hane'.' 

AVh(^n  we  dri\t'  out   trom  the  cloud  (d  -team,  niajestical  white 
h.u-e,-. 

Are  we  i;'!'eatei'  than  the  lir-t  men  who  led  h!  .ck  om  -  li\  the 
maner 

It  w«'  trod  tlie  dee])s  ot  ocean,  it  we  -(ruck  the  star<  in  lasiiio'. 

It  we  wrapped  tlie  ^d(»he  imen-(dy  witli  one  hot  tdcriric  hreath. 
"I'wM'iM'  luit  po\V(M-  within  our  tether,  no  n(w\-  ^pi  lil -pow  oi'  com- 
pri<in,i;-. 

And  in  lite  we  were  not  ;:,reater  men  iku'  holder  men  in  death."" 
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"V\ii  gooil  to  iiiu-c  on  nation.-^  pa?;>iotl  awiiy 
Forever  from  tin*  land  we  call  ouv  own.'' 

The  oriii'm  and  early  history  ot  a  savag«'  race  is  always  so  slirouded 
in  mystery  dial  any  attempt  to  investigate  it  mnst  in«nitably  l»e  at- 
tended witli  ill  sueeess  and  (hsappointment. 

The  restless  and  sliittinii'  liahits  of  the  ''Sons  of  the  forest"  as  well 
as  tlieir  hiek  of  any  wi'itten  h^niiua^c  or  i-eeords,  uttei-ly  j)reeludes  tlie 
aet|uisition  ot  ai-eurale  information;  and  eoni<H't iiic  l»nl  add-  to  the 
dillieulty  l)y  lendini;-  too  ready  an  ear  to  tradition.  On  no  snhji'rl  c-on- 
neeted  with  Ameriean  history  lias  so  mueli  i_i;noranee  :nul  ei'ednlir\' 
lieen  displayed,  h(  {\\  by  liist(n  ians  and  llie  pni>lie,  as  in  that  relating- to 
the  Indian  rate. 

I  venture  tt»  <'Xi)i'e<s  the  o])inion,  liowever,  that  the  testinu)ny  of 
Ann'rieari  history  is  nnilormly  li(»noi-able  l(»  the  iut('>:rit\  of  the 
inihaiL 

'I'he  eontest  between  tiie  weakness  of  barb:jrism  and  the  stieiiotli  of 
fivili/ation  is  in  itself  always  painful. 

A  ehjse  aeiiuaintanee  witli  the  subjeet  strij)  it  of  its  ronnniee  and 
eompids  us  to  hold  the  Indians  at  Ix'st  as  but  a  sujterior  raee  f  sa\a<;es 
w  liose  destiny  is  one  of  th<'  neeessilies  u  hei  eby  the  land  is  picpaicd  foi- 
the  eomiiii;'  of  a  new  and  mo|-e  eiili^^htened  j»e(»|;!('.  It  only  renuiins 
for  us  to  g-atht-r  up  earctully  tlie  few  nienioiiaN  that  are  left  u-  of  the 
onee  iiaj)i)y  raee  thai  possessed  this  land. 

There  were  at  the  time  ot  the  first  authentieated  p]uropean  exj^hu'a- 
tions  seven  groups  oi  natives  oeeupying  the  greater  jtortion  of  \ortli 
Amei'iea.  <  )f  these  the  largest  domain  was  that  of  the  family  to  \\  hiv-Ii 
the  Freneh  ga\e  the  name  of  Algonijuin,  in  the  tei'ritory  roamed 
o\<'i'  by  till'  A l.i'oiupiins  wa>  inehuled  t hat  AN  liieh  eNteisb  aioU';'  the  .\\- 


Ijintic-  o«'<*aii  Iroiii  ramlico  Sound  to  the  (Jull  of  SI.  Law  rciicf.  and  no 
(MIkt  race  than  tliis  oc'rupicd  any  portion  (d'  X<'W  Mn^land. 

These  were  divided  into  nati(Mi>.  and  the  nati(tn>  into  an  intiniic 
innnl)er  of  trittes.  all  usini;  the  same  -ort  (d  spct'ch  or  laiiiina;;*-. 
'Die  priiK'ipal  tribes  of  Massaehux't  t  >  were  i  he  l'cnaeook>  or  !*a\\  tuck- 
ets in  the  southeast,  e(Uiier  of  New  I  l;(ni[i-hiic  and  liie  e<  nit  ii;uous 
eorner  o\'  Massacdniset Is. 

Next  dwelt  the  M assaehuset I s  tribe  aloiiii'  the  h.-iy  ot  that  name. 
'I'lien  were  lound  sueeessi\ely  the  I'okaiiokets  (»r  \\  ami)anoai;<  in  the 
soutlieastern  region  and  by  i'>u//ard-  and  Narraiiair-ett  P.ays.  'I'he 
Xarragansetts  in  what  is  now  the  si.-ite  »d  Uhotlr  l>land.  tin-  IN'iinois 
between  the  \arraj4ansetts  and  the  ri\er  lormcrly  eallrd  liic  I'tMpiot, 
now  tlie  Thaines  ;  and  the  Moh('ij,an<  spreailin^-  thenr-td\('<  as  liir  as 
tlie  Connectieut  river.  In  the  eentral  region  oT  .Massaehu<ett  -  w  t'i  t-  tht- 
Nipinut'ks  or  Nipnets  anil  alon^-  Cajx'  C  od  the  Nau>cts. 

'I'lie  eslinuttes  of  the  number  of  natives  in  New  l\nij,land  at  that- 
early  i^eriod  are  diseordant,  buL  it  is  proltablc  thai  the  nundtcr  \\as  not, 
far  from  HO, ()()()  souls,  Massaehu.setts  eoiuainiiiii,'  ie,><s  than  8000.  These 
people  h*dd  a  low  plat-e  in  the  scale  (d  hunninily.  Supple  and  ai;ile, 
s(j  that  they  woidd  run  SO  or  100  nules  in  a  da_\ .  and  back  aiiain  in  the 
next  two,  tliey  sank  under  continuous  labor. 

They  scarcely  wei>t  ov  siuiled;  their  slender  a]»i)et ile<  reipiiretl  small 
indulgence;  they  could  supp(ut  life  on  the  si-anliest  (piantity  of  f(M»d, 
and  the  stinndus  of  tol)acco  seemed  almo,-l  enough  to  sujtply  its  [dace. 
I'sually  tiiey  were  erect  and  perfect  in  ti;^nre:  the  reasvui  i;iven  for 
few  pliysical  deformities  amoni;  them  is  that  the\  bdt  a  lame  or  blind 
child  too  troid)lesome  t  o  be  reared  and  eit  hei-  rtdieved  it  I  lom  t  he  nNscr\' 
of  existfuu-e  or  allow<'d  it  to  die  of  neglect. 

'i'heir  supplies  were  of  tlie  rudest  kind,  rndressed  skiirs  oi  th<' 
deer  or  other  wild  animals  luriushed  the  winter  attire;  mocca-ins 
reaching'  abo\  e  the  ani^b's.  of  tlre><ed  (bMMV'-kin  or  moose"-,  bide,  accord- 
in^'      the  season,  alliudtMl  some  pr(»tection  t(»  the  fo(»t. 

'I'he  wi^'wam  ^n^  Indian  house  was  ot  circular  f(U'ni.  made  of  baik  or 
mats  laid  (ner  a  frame  work  (d  branches  of  trees  stuck  in  th^  uround 
in  suc-h  a  manner  as  to  con\ <'i'<j,-e  at  the  top.  w  here  was  a  central  opeii- 
for  the  smoke  to  escape  from  the  tire  lieni'al  li :  two  openings 
were  bd't  on  eitlier  side,  one  or  tin-  other  id  \\  bich  \\  a-  clo-ed 
with  bark  or  mats  ai'cordiiii;-  to  t  he  direction  ot  the  wind.  |''or  food 
they  had  «^-ame,  nuts,  ro(»ts  and  berrie.-.  and  we  alwa\s  tind  their  vib 
la;4"es  h_)cated  near  the  lari;*'  ponds  or  ri\('rs  lor  the  conNcnience  ol 
f.shini;-. 

riiey  had  no  salt,  so  preser\-ed  their  nu-at  l)y  limduation.  or  in 
w  inter  by  luiryini;-  in  the  snow  .    They  rai«'d  the  mai/e  or  j'ldian  corn. 
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the  s(ni;i>^li,  tli<'  pumpkin  ami  llic  lifau.  now  i-alUnl  S('i\a  bean. 

Uoii'cr  Williams  \\  riles  of  ilic  Indian  legend  tlial  ••tlie  crow  l)r(Ui;;lit 
llicm  at  lirst  an  Indian  i;iain  ol'  (-(mmi  in  one  car  and  an  Indian  <»r 
I'^rciu'li  lican  in  t lie  ot lici' li'om  tlie  ureal  uod  Kantontow d 's  ti(dd  iu 
(lie  s(»utliwc>t.  from  wiicncc  came  all  tlicii"  corn  and  beans.'' 

( )ne  tool  suHii-cd  llieni.  a  hoc  made  oT  a  clam  sludl  or  nmose's  shoul- 
der Idade,  la-tene(l  into  a  wdodcii  liamlle.  Tlieir  I'eitili/cr  was  ti-h 
co\('red  oNcr  in  a  hill  alon^'  wiih  the  ^ecd.  When  tlie  corn  was  sut- 
ticiently  ad\anced  the  caith  \\a-  hca]ied  up  ahout  it.  and  the  Itean 
\ines  were  ludd  ui»  hy  the  corn  stalk,  ahout  which  they  twined.  I'Msh 
wei-e  taken  with  lines  imide  (d  twisted  lilnes  (d  do;^-hane  ov  sinews  of 
(leer,  and  hooks  nuide  of  sharpened  hones.  They  loasted  Iheii-nieat 
l)(doi-e  a  lire  on  the  point  of  a  stake,  ami  water  was  boiled  by  the  im- 
mersion of  hot  stones.  ( "orn  was  boi led  into  homin}'  or  ndxed  w  itli 
beans,  the  compound  beim;'  calle(l  succotash. 

The  ))est  specinu'ns  of  Indian  skill  in  niainifacture  were  l)askets.  mats 
and  boats.  .Miss  I.arued  t<dls  of  a  tract  of  land  west  of  tlie  (^)uinebau^ 
known  as  Wal)ba(piasset,  or  "'unit  ])i'oducinn-  country,"  so  called  from 
a  mar>h  oi-  meadow  that  fni-ni<hed  i-eeds  foi-  mats  and  baskets.  A 
(juarry  of  I'ock  east  (d'  the  (^)uinebau;;'  was  valucil  for  its  shai-j)enin<r 
properties  and  <i,ave  its  name  to  a  sti  iit  of  himl.  Wahniuns(pieeu  oj-  the 
"•whets tone  count I'y,""  near  the  mouth  of  the  A<<a  wai;a.  st  ill  laiow  ii  as 
whetstone  brook  in  ceidral  Killinuly  :  the  land  jnst  south  of  the  whet- 
st (»ne  count  ry  was  inliabiled  by  I  he  (^)uinel>au;j,'s  who  were  subject  to 
the  \ipmmd<s.  Theii-  boat-  were  of  two  kinds,  one  made  of  biich 
bark  fastened  oxer  a  li^ht  wooih-n  frame,  tln^  seams  <killnlly  seemed; 
this  was  used  in  st  reams,  as  from  its  li^ht  weight  it  i-ould  easily  be 
cariied  from  one  to  anothei-.  or  past  falls  oi-  other  ol)st ruc-tion.  Tiie 
other  was  a  lo;;'.  sliaped  and  hollowed  by  the  application  lirst  (d"  tire 
t  lien  of  rude  stone  tools.  An  I  ndiaii  could  lliiish  a  boat  of  this  kind  i'.i 
three  wcek-^.  His  hatchet,  axe  and  uouu'i'  were  of  hai'd  st  one  bi'ouiiht 
to  an  e(lw('  by  fiiction  up<m  another  stone;  Ix'sides  his  hatchet  a-  a 
weapon,  wa<the  tomaha\Nk  which  was  nieindy  a  woodeii  tdub  two  feel 
in  length  termiuat iuii,'  in  a  hea\y  knob,  lie  slept  upon  mat  skins 
laid  upon  planks  two  fe<'t  from  the  ground.  These  with  a  few  M'-;«ds 
of  basket  work,  baked  earth  or  h(dlow<'(|  <|one.  coniideled  his  house- 
hold fuiaiiture.  so  that  at  a  moment's  warniiiL;'  it  was  eas}'  to  m(»\o  to 
a  new  abidini;-  phn-e. 

They  had  no  domest ic  a ninia Is.  no  working,'  cattle,  no  llock  and  no 
jioulli-y  ;  the  wile  w  as  the  drudue  who  bore  home  t  he  uame,  plaited  I  he 
mats.  ]danted  and  liar\t'sied,  carried  hci'  bab\-  fastened  to  a  t»oard 
(Ui  her  back  :  lor  h<'r  com  tort  recei\ inu'  l  he  lea\in_u<  «d'  the  feast  and 
llie    I'c^tinu'  ]  lace   mo-t   exposed   to  the  weather.    Theii-  drinlc  was 
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uiitcr  only,  siinc  in  ilif  spriiiu  tin-  -wp  lidin  llic  lork  nmplr,  uiidl  they 
rcccix  0(1  (tt  lK'i'  kinds  Ironi  tlirir  w  hiic  nci«j,lilM)i  -  ;iu(l  I  licy  i  Ih-h  iiluiiucd 
into  (Ininkcnncs-.  TIh,'  iMiroix'Mii  settler-  lenrneil  liom  iheni  the  u-f 
uT  the  Sfooj)  net  .-liul  the  ili^'  ol   tolH'lie-  omt  the   \\;ile|-  !m  ;il1i:iet 

t  he  lisli,  tliei'e  to  he  st  flick  hy  ;i  -  [  »e;(  r.  Thev  hiid  in  i  h;ill;i(U.  no  t  la- 
diti(»ns,  no  lilea  ol  fythin.  no  iii>I  nnnent  >  (d  niude.  The  ;nit  hoi  it  y  o\ cr 
a  trihc  was  vested  in  a  >aehein  and  nnder  him.  men  <d  inleiior  lank 
known  as  sa^innioics. 

'I'hc  two  anthorities  on  theif  lanuuai;e  aic  K'oi;er  \\'iHiam<*  ke\-  t<> 
tlie  Xan-a,i;-ans('t(s'  lan;j,na;j,-e  and  Kev.  dohn  I'.lidt"-  uranmiar.  a U<.  a 
voeahulai-y  pfepai'cd  eaiMy  in  the  la-i  (•<-ntur\  hy  Jdsiah  Cotton  (d  I'ly- 
mouth.  Some  of  the  woi'ds  in  I'Jiot's  ucannnaf  e(Misist  ol'  1")  <yllah|e-. 
'I'he  Indian  eafcd  litt  le  lui-  eonipainonshiii :  somet  iine<,  how  e\  er,  at  t  lie 
lishini;'  season  he  would  meet  hi-  le||o\v<  hy  the  shores  (d  pDiid-  or  at 
the  falls  of  i-i\-efs  and  enjoy  the  mo~t  he  knew  ol  test i vit ie- .  In  i  he 
liistoi-y  of  ^^'indham  county,  <  't  ..  wclindan  amnsiim- act-tMint  id  niieui 
these,  Wishinii-  to  show  tlu'lf  Iriendly  spirit  the  .\afia,!j,an-en  -  invited 
the  Xiitnnu'ks  to  a  feast  of  shell  li-h.  prohaltly  a  -'hMiode  Inland  clam 
hake."  The  visitors  were  so  much  plea>ed  wit  h  t  heir  Ica-t  (hat  they 
returned  the  civility  hy  imitini;'  their  lio>ts  to  \  i-i!  them.  Theiiisita- 
tion  was  aece}»t('(l  and  all  sat  down  to  a  haiupiet  ol  lamprey  eeU. 
wliieh  thou*;'li  enjoyed  hy  the  Nipnnu'ks,  wa<  not  at  all  reii-dicd  hy  the 
Xarra<;-ansetts,  wliosc  di-appoint e(!  palate-  and  un>ali<tied  .Mpiieiiies 
were  shown  in  untouched  food  and  sour  laces.  The  wralh  <d'  the 
Xipmneks  was  aroused.  A  i;ciicral  liiihl  eii-iied  w  hii'li  wa>  ilisa-troii< 
to  the  unprepared  X :i rraii,a iiset  t >.  only  t  wo  ol  w  hom  e-caped  in  tell  o| 
the  massacre.  Much  ol'  hi-  lile  wa<  spent  in  -tdiiude  and  ihi-  mu-l 
ha\('  t<'nde<l  to  make  him  inde[>enden|  and  pioud.  lie  wa-  -tealth\' 
and  eratty.  and  the  i;realest  i;lor\-  to  him  was  ihe  ahiliiv  t^  hear 
horrihlc  t(U-|ure  witlmui  complaint  oi'  -iuii  (d'  -ull'eriiiu.  lie  could 
play  tli<'  spy  with  peilect  s(d  I'-po^session  and  hroke  a  treaty  when  ii 
eovild  he  done  without  d.anu'er. 

The  Xipmuck.  (U-  tre-h  w  at  er  count  ry.  wa.-  \eiy  e\ i  eiisi\-e.  c(  cri  iiu' 
the  <'ntire  reuion  hetweeii  the  Merrimac  and  the  ronneciicir  river-. 
conscMpient  ly  emhi  acini:,-  all  of  WOrce-iei  county.  The  Xipmuck 
nation  included  -everal  trihes.  the  Xalick-  at  Xalick.  the  Xa<liaway- 
(Ml  the  Xash\ia  ri\-er.  I'cuan-;it  luidley  (imw  Wfh-ter).  Taw  tuckets 
at  rli(dm>l'(trd  on  I  he  .Merrimac.  (Juahoat;-  at  1'.  n  m  ik  lii  •  Id.  \\aiue--el- 
at  Lowell,  and  !'ennacook<  where  i>  now  the  inwn  (d  (  (mc(M(l.  The 
lir-t  mention  (d  the  Xipmuck  country  i-  liiund  in  \\  inlhrop'-  Jouni.il 
when  he  with  a  pai'ty  went  in  up  the  (  liarle-  ri\er.  and  mourn- 

iuii,'  a  irn;'h  rock,  from  which  he  could  hutk  .all  o\(  r  Xipncl.  -aw  a  hi^h 
hill  due  we-t  -oiie  I'oft  \'  mile-  awa\'.      Tlii-  hill  wa-  willmul  dmilit 
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Waclmsci.  rioli.'iMy  tlif  lii'st  \s  liil c  iiicii  l o  t  read  the  liiiiU iiii;' ^roiiiuls 
of  (lie  XijHinu'lvS  were  tlio-"'  wlm  -••ttlrtliii  a  ••l)ra\t'  lucai low""  at 
W  <'alli('r>li('l(l  ill  ](;;55. 

Ar(|ui( taiiiaiiii,',  a  rliicf  ol'  these  jM'oplc.  carried  sacks  ol'  corn  ht  the 
ra!iiishiii>;-  lCiii;ii>li  in  IJosioii  in  \(VM).  Many  years  later  lie  levisited 
lioston  and  was  .shown  ninch  attention  hy  tiie  [xMtph'  to  wlioni  he  iiad 
shown  kindness  in  their  need,  ih'  li\t'd  to  see  his  h(do\-e(l  N'ipniuck 
c<»iiiit  ry  in  the  hands  of  those  )m' sncc(n-e(l.  Miss  Larne^l  says  of  the 
Nij»inucl^  <d'  this  section:  '-'rhcy  were  snhject  clans,  of  litth'  spirit  or 
distinction.  Their  nuni her  was  small.  A  lew  families  occnjiied  the 
fa\orahle  localities,  while  lar^e  secli(»ns  were  hdt  \acant  and  desolate. 
'Their  dwtdlin^s  were  |)oor.  their  utensils  ru{le  and  scanty.  They 
raised  c<»rn  and  heans,  wo\e  mats  and  haskets;  [heir  li\'<'s  were  spent 
cliielly  in  hunt  i mi'  and  lishini;'.  I  low  ('\ cr,  it  se<-ms  i  (»  me  that  until  t  he 
ad\cnt  of  the  whit<'  man  this  must  ha\-e  heeii  the  story  (d  all  Indian 
life  in  our  forests." 

Theii-  villai;"es  ^vere  always  near  some  lar^'c  jtond  <•!•  hy  the  horders 
(d'  a  str«'am.  Alon^i'  the  valle)'  of  the  {^)uine!»aui;'  there  were  inan\  l»y 
the  i)onds  whose  outlet  streams  tlowed  inl(t  that  rixcr,  and  there  ha\e 
at  dillereid  t imes  sullicient  ridics  been  found  to  identify  the  location 
of  man\'  ol  theii-  villyues.  If  I  mistake  not  there  is  a  collection  of 
such  r(dics  in  the  mirseiiu!  of  this  to\\ii. 

The  tract  of  count  ry  in  which  oui'  townships  lie  waskiKtwn  to  the 
I  ndia  US  as 'j'ant  ous(pie,  and  the  nanx's  oi  sexcral  of  the  sachems  of 
that  land  are  found  in  Winthrop's  rec(U(ls.  Their  principal  \illai;e 
.(the  home  <d' their  chi(ds)  was  loi-ated  in  Sturhridu'e  near  ('edar  ]tond 
on  tiic  land  owned  hy  the  Avi;iieullura I  Sociel y ,  i hei r  wigwams  hein<;- 
(Ui  the  Iviudl  whei'e  t!ie  i;rand  stand  i<.  \'eiy  iik<dy  there  \\('re  others 
helon;j,inn'  ti>  this  people  neai'  Lake  Tant(>us(|ye,  l,iu-  aiid  little  Alum, 
and  also  hy  (^)uassuck  pond  which  is  the  sourc<'  of  our  heaiUiful  ri\er. 

The  sii;-nilicat ion  of  the  w<trd  Tantouscpie  is  ^'hel^sccn  Itreast-shapt  d 
hills.- 

Through  this  t-ountry  from  its  s(»urce  Hows  the  (^uinehauu',  called  so 
liy  the  Indians,  the  meaninii,'  (d  the  name  heini;-  the  liNcr  <d  lou^-  lish 
(  possildy  t  he  e(ds  of  Miss  Larned's  sto!\  I'ourli'cn  natural  ponds 
contribute  their  waters  to  make  this  ri\-er.  and  at  tli<'  poim  where  it 
eiiters  Sout hhridii,'e  it  is  luit  thr<'e  ndles  I  rom  its  sourc  e.  allhoui;h  it 
has  llowcd  oxer  a  circuit,  (d  hS  nnles  and  is  tisc  rods  in  width. 
Throui;h  t  his  \  alley  ol  the  (^)uinehaun'  llowed  all  the  tra\  (d  from  the 
<'arly  sett  lers'  homes  on  t  he  seacoasl  to  their  new  ones  a!  the  west  w  ani, 
and  the  loute  was  known  in  earl\-  rec(Mds  as  "tlie  i^reat  road.""  In 
many  old  deeds  o!  land  in  the  earlier  settlements  we  lind  the  houiul- 
ar\-  on  one  sid.    will  he  ;^i\-en  as  the  ••Sprinuli(dd  I'oad."    Aii'ain  we 
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I'cad  of  the  ''I5:iy  p:illi,"*  wliich  \v:i<  tiiv-l  :in  tniil.  I.'ilcra  I'oad 

hy  person.-  i;t>ii>,L;"  I<>  tli<'  wrsi  cni  >«'t  l  h'lnciit  -  nl  I'.iouklirld. 
Spriii^licld  and  I  )<M'iii('ld  ;  also  ot'tlic  (^)ual)oau-  path,  lln'  Nipiiinck  paili 
and  fitlicrs,  all  <>t'  wliich  c-anic  !  lii(tuii,li  tlii-  -section  and  pa--i'il  tln(Mii:li 
\\'liat.  was  ];no\\n  as  the  coiiiniy  <d'  t!i<'  l<inu'  ii\cr. 

W'ilhin  the  la-t  tew  y(';ir>  -tudcnl^  nt  r:irly  lii-i<»i'y  liaNe  di-r(*\ cicd 
the  rontc  ol  many  <d' llicsc  t  rail^.  and  \  ll.  (  lia-c  d(  lined  \ 
(.dearly  lli(»s('  in  our  \  ieinity,  and  li  om  Idni  I  Ikinc  learned  ol  tliem.  'I'lic 
CoiUK'clic'Ut  path  starlini;  at  <  and irid^f,  pa->ed  tlirouuli  liopkinion. 
\\'estI)oro,  Oxford,  thence  ihroiiuh  (  'harlion  and  Si  urhrid^c  to  the  <  >ld 
l''orl  at  Urindield  and  on  to  the  ( 'oiineei  lent  I'iver.  !t  wa-  up  ihi- 
path  that  .fohn  ( >ldiiani  and  his  three  eouipauiou--  eaiu<'.  -toppinu on 
Ills  way  at  ihlVercnl  Indian  \illaues;  and  while  Ixmul';  enieriained  hy 
the  'rant,(»us(jue  people  he  louiid  the  -pi'eiuien<  oC  hiaek  leaii  li-oni  the 
uiine  on  the  hill  at  t  he  wot  side  on  <^Mia--ue]x  pond,  'i'he  Tio  vide  nee  p,ii  h 
and  the  Xipiuuek  trail  >ta)t ini;- at  Norwich  and  uniiini:,'  in  \\  (>od>toek 
eontinued  as  (Uie.  enterini;-  S<iul  hl)i-idu('  (then  St  urlu  id^c)  at  hehaiaut 
hill.  ilienc<'  in  a  direct  line  over  I)enni-(Mi  hill  to  llie  (^>uinel.auu  ri\t  r 
hcdow  the  >huttle  tactory.  then  cro--ini;-.  u^iiii;-  the  old  lordwny,  then 
risin<;'  and  lollowiuL;'  the  rid^c  nl  l"i-ke  hill  to  the  north  end  where  it 
joined  the  ( 'oniu'ctiiait  path  or  Siuini;liidd  i(.ad  ;tlien  pas-inu dow  n  the 
slope  of  the  liili.  (■I•o^sin^■  'rainous(pie  hidok  at  the  old  |oidwa\'  near 
Sturhridi^e  eoumuui. 

It  was  over  this  Xipunud;  patli  that  Kini;-  I'hilip  of  Tokanoket  luu-t 
ha\c  eunu'  with  his  warriors  to  do  their  tiendi-li  work  at  r)rookli(dd. 
From  these  i)rincipal  |»ath^  di\ criicd  hranches  at  \  arioiis  points,  nearl  \ 
all  ot  whic-h  were  lat<'r  made  into  perniaiK'Ut  road-  h\  the  -et  t  lei  <. 
Oiu'  eanu-  I'rom  the  ( 'onueet itait  jtath  to  the  Xipmuclv  lar^i'  pond,  now 
known  as  the  ;^real  lake  at  \Vel»sier:  another  Joiuiiii;-  the  united  paili- 
at  Sturhrid;4(',  led  Ironi  the  Indian  xillai^c  (d  < ^)uohauuil  on  ilie  -liore> 
of  rotUmk  |>ond.  Trails  are  known  to  hasc  led  IVoni  all  llie-e  to  the 
noted  tishint;- places  Ix-yond  Ta nt ouxpie.  The  olil  ( '(Uiiiect icut  jialh 
or  Sprin,tiii(dd  road  was  the  oidy  one  used  het  ween  Spri n^ li<dd  and 
Boston  until  KIkS.  In  \arious  places  in  Sturhridu'e  and  -on  '  oilier 
towns  it.  is  ]i<»w  plaiidy  fraceahle  tor  some  distance.  noiiceaId\'  he- 
twcen  the  junction  with  the  Woodstock  or  Xipmuck  path  on  I'i-lvc  Inll 
and  the  old  lordway  at 'i'a(nou-(pu\  ii  wa-  wdiideidul  w  hat  a  p'  \er- 
t'ul  interest  was  attached  to  tlie  Kay  |)alh.  It  is  the  liay  [lath  ol  Dr. 
llollan<rs  eliarmin;;-  stoiy  and  he  thus  dcsci-ihes  it  :  --It  was  iP,.  cPan- 
n(d  throuj;"h  whiidi  laws  wi'vc  couiiuuincal cd.  throuuh  which  llowed 
news  Irom  di.-tant  ! fiends  and  t  hivtui^h  w  hich  canu'  lom;  lo\  inu'  me>- 
saii'es  atid  letters,  It  was  the  xaulted  pa.--aL:,<'  a  loui;,'  w  hiidi  eclioed  l  he 
voices  wiiieh  c.i ked  lr<tm  across  tPc  oeean.  and  thiouuh  which,  like 


low-toiH'd  lliundc!-.  i-ollcd  llic  din  o!  I  lie  uiva!  world,  'riuil  l  oii-li 
fliiv;id  of  soil  clH)|i])('d  hy  (lie  I  dude-  (d  :in  liuiidrcil  <t  ic;iiii-.  \v;i-  ;i  l^oiid 
th;ir  radi;it»'d  at cnrli  ((•riniiiii>  iid(»  ;i  liliro  ol  love  and  iii- 

fciTsi  and  liojtc  and  iiK'Miorx  .  It  was  tlic  unc  way  l<dt  tliiou^li 
which  the  sweet  tide  <.f'  syuipatiiy  nii.-ht  llow.'"  Mr.  (  hasc  al>n  say-: 
••As  an  In<lian  jiatli  the  Tantou-qn*-  section  was  the  l  oniiect iiiu'  linlx 
hot  ween  those  that  conver^'ed  from  tiu'  l)a\>.  cliann(d-  and  haven- id 
the  sea  thr(m;4h(tut  the  whole  coast  tVoin  r.o-t(»n  lo  New  London,  and 
lliose  that,  Ix-yond  the  divid<\  divei^ed  in  all  direction-  to  the  jiond- 
and  rivers  <d'  the  iiit ci-ic»r."'  It  was  alway-  n-e(l  l»y  the  nati\»'.-  nniil 
they  were  (h  i\en  troni  their  homes  in  tlie  Nipinncl;  count  l  y  in  KiTii. 

Lynch  .-a>  s :  '-'i'he  history  ol  tiie  I'cuan  or  hudley  Indian-  i-  in- 
scjtaraldy  coninH'ted  witiithat  <d'  all  the  Nipnuicks  dwidlin;^  in  thai 
hiri;'e  trac-t  ot  land  einlii'acinu'  the  in-e-ent  town-  <>\  WOod-tock.  ()\- 
tord,  Southhridiic.  Cliarllon.  \\'ei»ster  and  Dudley. A-  the  Dudley 
Indians  are  the  la-l  remnant  ot  the  XipmncK.-.  the  hi-iuiy  (d  that  Irihe 
is  tlieir  Idsioi-y.  In  Ki-IT  they  were  uncerlain  about  their  -aclieni.  and 
as  circunr<lances  im]»(dled  acknowledged  Mas^asoit  ot  I'cdvanoket  the 
(dn(d'  (d'  the  N'arra^ansetts  as  their  sachem.  Drake  mention-  a 
siiuaw-sacliem  as  a  .Xipmuclv  ruler  in  Kl'il,  dwtdlinu'  m-ar  \\"achu-ei. 
Possibly  slic  may  ha\<'  been  the  one  desc-iibed  by  ,bdni  Dunlon  in 
some  eai'ly  rei'ords.  lie  writes  (d'  u'oini;'  (uit  into  the  lore-l  -i>me 
distance  Irom  IJoslon  with  a  party  <d  people  to  \i-il  the  Indian-  and 
was  received  in  the  wigwam  ol.  a-  he  call-  her.  an  Indian  (pieen.  lie 
t  hu- describes  her :  -''I  he  (|ueen  w  as  w  idl  -bapetl.  her  tcature-  ndubl 
pass  jirelty  w(dl.  Siie  had  eyes  a-  black  a- Jet  and  tccih  a-  while  a- 
-now ;  her  hair  was  \-er\-  black  ami  lom;.  Ilei'  dn  s-  wa<  peculiar. 
She  had  sleeves  ot  moo-e  skin  \('ry  lin<dy  dre.-sed  with  line-  ol  coloi 
<tn  it s  Asiat ic  wori< ;  her  bn-kin<  wcic  (d  the  >ame  -ort  ;  her  mantle 
was  of  line  blue  <d(»lh  but  xcry  -hort  and  tied  about  her  slioultler> 
with  a  /.one  curiously  wrouuhl  with  white  and  blue  beads  inl»t  pn  li\ 
ri;;ures ;  her  braceiet-  and  necklace  were  <d  the  same  sen  t  (d  bead-, 
and  she  had  a  tablet  (»n  hei- brea-t  \  ery  liindy  decked  w  it li  ornamenl 

Their  conditions  weie  early  investigated  by  the  aulhoritie- 
(d'  Massachusetts,  who  weri'  /ealous  in  I  heir  at  temp!  s  I  o  inipro\  e  l  hei  r 
c(mditi*»u  and  ea^cr  to  spread  tlieliuht  ot  (  hrist  ianit  y  amonutbem. 
In  l(;i:{,  the  s(pia w-sa(diem.  to-clher  with  Ma.--a-oil.  Xa-hoon  and 
(dlier  chi(d<.  made  an  ai;-reemenl  with  the  M  a --acbu-ei  t  -  co|(mi\  lor 
mutual  ad\anta^e;  thechi(d-  ai;re<'inu  to  obeyllie  law>  it  lbe\  in 
tuiii  wei-e  protected.  (ioNcnior  'W i lU  1 1 ro] i  t h u -  wri!e-in  1(;I7;  '".X 
number  ol  Xipmuck  sachem>  came  into  courl  and  dc-in'il  to  be 
received  undei-  oui-  pr<»tection  and  u'on ci  iimeid .  and  alter  cau-inu  I  hem 
to  und«M-.-laii(l  I  he  aniide-,  and  the  l(  ii  connnandment-  ot  (i(»d.  and 


tilt'}'  fecliii^i,!  \-  usM'Ht  in;;'  t<t        w  t'lc  \  rciM'ixcil.    'riicy  \\'<'r(' 

llu'ii  prc.-ciitrd  )»y  tlic  rourt  witli  JO  tallioiii-  (»t  waiiijtum,  ami  tlic 
iMtui  t  <j,'av('  carli  of  tlinii  a  t-oat  uT  t  \\  (»  yaril<  of  i'l«»rli  and  I  Ix-ir  (liiiii('r>, 
and  to  tlit'iii  and  their  men.  cvt'i'y  (mk.'  (d  tlicin.  a  cup  oi  sacl\  ar  tlieir 
dc'paitiiic,  so  rlu'V  tool;  their  Icaxc  and  went  away  nci  y  joy  I \i  I ." 

Vvv  many  ycai's  thei'c  is  little  douht  that  the  x'ttler-  and  the 
Indians  li\ed  on  terms  ol'  Irieinl-hiiK  and  were  mneh  de|ieiident  on 
eaeli  otlier.  Tlie  I'Jiuli.-h  were  foi  lhe  mo^r  pait  honest  in  iheii-dcal- 
in;4"s  with  tlie  natixcs  in  tln^  early  years.  Imr  later  1  thiid;  we  tind  mans 
rases  where  they  took  nnieh  land  and  in  return  ,iia\e  little  iiKiney.  the 
sa\ai;('S  nattn^ally  lun  ini;-  no  know  led^c  ol  its  \  alue. 

Xo\ .  1!),  l(il»4.  the  i^cneral  e<inrt  passed  an  (»rder  inan^'urat in^' meas- 
ures lor  eivili/in^i"  and  (  hristiani/in;;  them;  this,  a«^  rall'rey  says, 
hc'i-ame  the  liist  missi(jnary  s(»eiet_\'  in  I'rotestant  (  hristendom.  in 
U')U),  the  in^^trnetion  ot  1  he  Indians  in  thec(d(»ny  was  uinleilaken  liy 
.)ohn  lOliot,  heiter  known  in  history  as  the  apo>th?  to  the  Indians.  ( )\ 
whom,  I).  11 .  ('haml)erlain.  in  a  reeent  maua/ine  art iele.  -ays:  •••{)[ 
Kliot  it  is  truth  to  say,  no  saint  lier  lii;-ure  has  adorned  manKiml  ^inee 
the  star  ol'  r>et hielu'm  came  and  >tood  o\ei-  where  the  \ouni;  child 
was." 

The  Soci<'ty  for  the  Tropai^at  iiui  (d  the  (iospej.  whose  headi]uailei> 
were  in  London,  was  mueh  interested  in  this  work.  J'lliot  reeei\ed 
Irom  this  s(»c-iety  sums  ol'  mon<'\'.  They  authorized  the  luiildin^'  ol  a 
house  in  ( 'andtridi;(',  where  youn^'  Indian  nn.'U  eould  he  edut-ated: 
atter  they  had  aeipiired  sullieient  knowledge,  they  wci'e  appointed 
teai-hers  ovei'the  dill'erent  ti-ihesat  t  he  jirayiuL;"  towii<.  Mliot.wilh 
patient  de\otion,  translat»'d  i  he  Uilde  into  Xipmuek  ton;i,ue.  Ili<iiiost 
valualde  assistant  was  dames,  the  printer,  who  tau;^ht  the  Dmlley 
Indians,  and  atler  I'iiilip's  war,  he,  with  Mr.  (irem,  printed  iht; 
Indian  I'sait^'r.  Trinter  heeanu'  the  >uiiiame  ol  .lanu's  landlx.  and 
tor  many  yeai'-  his  descendants  lised  in  1  Iassanamis>et ,  now  (jlrallon. 

Pallrey  states  that  in  l<ir>S  I'diof.s  nati\('  teacdiei's  recei\('d  ten 
pounds  each,  besides  llihles.  spectacles  and  pi'imers  tor  their  pupils. 
'I'hey  were  also  tanuht  industry,  enc^lnra^■ed  to  ttnild  hoe^c-  and 
lu'idu'c^^.  plant  gardens,  raise  llax.  hemp  and  Iruit. 

,Sc  \  en  pra  \  inii' t  ow  iis  we  re  lir-f  est  ahlislied.  and  td  t  he-(M  .ookin. 
w  ho  w  as  a  e-oinpanion  and  as>i<1ant  ol  Lliol .  w  i  lie--  :  ■•  The  lir-l  tow  n 
(d  praying  Indians  was  Natiek.  'I'lie  name  ,-i:i,nilies  a  place  ot  liill-. 
it  lieth  upon  the  Charles  ri\ er,  eighteen  mile-  -oulh  Irom  lio>ton. 
The  land  wa-  liianted  in  M\')\  :  there  they  lormed  their  town  and  held 
I  heir  principa  1  court  s." 

•^\s  soon  as  they  had  fixed  their  >et  t  lenient ,  t  hey  applied  to  Mr. 
l\liot  I'or  a  lorm  ot  ci\  il  ^on ci  nmenl .  and  he  ad\  i-cd  them  lo  adopt 
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that  which  -Icthi-o  proixtscil  lo  M<i-t'<  lor  the  Israelites  in  the  wihlei-- 
iicss. —  l^xodus  N\  iii  :  :il .  A^-coi  (hiiuly.  oii  the  six!  li  ol  Aui:u-l,  ahnut 
100  met  toiietlu'i-  and  one  i-nler  of  a  liuiKhcd,  two  rnlers  of  lilties  and 
ten  rniers  of  lens.  •  A  I  ter  t  hi<.  I  lie\  enlered  into  a  (•o\('nant.  In  tins 
town  the  lir<t  ehnreii  of  huhans  \\a<  formed  in  KlOO.  and  unto  this 
]iioii<  Indians  from  other  [daees  joiiu'd."" 

'I'iiere  were  other  pra\ini;'  t<i\\n<  besides  Xatielv.  <  )eixooea  nua  nset  t , 
now  Marlh(»ro:  \\'amesett.  now  LoW(dl;  I  hassn  nanies>il,  now  ( ira  fton  ; 
Nashahah,  now  I,it!h'lon;  Mauaidsoot.  now  llopkinton.  On  the  l  Uh 
Sep|eml)ei-.  ](i7h  (ioolsinand  I'diot  tool;  a  Joiii  iiey.  aeeompained  \>y 
li\('or  six  ^'odly  persons  llinl  1  liey  intended  to  settle  o\erthe  new 
pra\  ini;'  town  they  should  e<l;ddi-li.  The  lirsi  of  ilie-e  was  Maiiehanii-, 
imw  ()xford.  we<t  of  tlie  Nipnundv  ri\-er;  li\('  milf-<  distant  a  second. 
<  hauhunaiiun^amuii,',  hiler  hudley.  now  \\ Chster.  !l  (hew  its  name 
lr(»m  a  laru'e  pond,  live  or  six  miles  alon'j,-.  at  the  <outii  end  of  the 
town,  ,")()  miles  from  Uosion,  al  ihe  lime  (d  their  \i-^it  containinu'  nine 
families  and  f).'!  soids.  'The  people  were  of  soher  deporlmi'iit  an<l  Itet- 
ter  instructed  in  the  woiship  (d'  (iod  than  in  any  (d'  the  new  ju-ayin;.; 
towns.  Their  teacher's  name  was  .loseph.  the  tii'st  to  settle  in  town, 
(lookin  adds:  Ir  is  a  new  plantaticm.  W(d!  acconnuodateil  with 
upland  and  nu'adow.  At  lhi<  jdace  dwells  Idack  dames,  wIku  a  year 
h«dore,  was  c(ur<t  il  uttMl  c(mst;d>le  <d  all  the  new  iirayini;-  tow  lis.  lie 
wa<  diligent  and.  couileous,  laithful  and  zealous  to  sui»pre<<  ^in.  Mr. 
I-dio|  preached  to  them,  jirayed  and  sani;-  p>alms  with  them."'  \\'e  read 
the  teacher  and  I'.lack  dames  went  out  to  meet  him. 

I  miiihl  heic  menrnui  Ihe  way  in  which  they  called  their  people 
toLicthei-  or  li-an<milted  iid(d lii^ence.  An  Indian  me^^seiiL;*'!-  ran 
swiftly  and  at  t'ach  seitlenicnt  a  fre.-h  mes-eiu;("r  wa-  -pe<'ded  away 
until  tlie  chitd  wigwam  was  reached.  When  within  a  mile  i»f  the 
plat-e,  Ihe  messeii^-ei- i x-^a n  hallooiiiL;- and  all  who  lieard  tool:  uj)  the 
sound,  wlien  a  i;reat  concourse  wa<  soon  i;alliei-ed.  ()flen  many  came 
to^-elher  from  loni;-  di^t a nces  to  lisien  to  1  he  teachings  <>[  KThtf,  (iookin, 
Mayhew  and  others  who  look  up  lhi<  work. 

The  nanu'  ( 'haul)unai;unii,anmn'  mean^  !li<'  h(»undai'y  li-liinj,'  jda^'c 
and  was  a  |)opulai"  resort  of  the  Nipmucks.  and  was  a  houndary  mark 
hetwcen  their  teriilory  and  the  M(diei;ans.  d'radition  allirms  (hat  lliis 
lalvc  and  \icinir\  were  i-euarded  hy  the  Xipnnu  ks  as  the  ahode  (d'  the 
(ireat  Spiril.  Here  was  to  he  Iheii-  paradi-e,  their  iiapp\-  hunlinii; 
ii'rounds.  w  here  after  dealii  they  w  onld  foi  iwcr  he  eniplo\  ed  in  huniin^- 
and  lishini:'.  A I  I  hi^  time  Wail  a^companum.  w  ho  was  t  he  chief  sachem 
of  t  he  Xipmiu'ks  and  liad  t;'reat  inlluence  in  pr''sei-\  iiiLi,'  peac<dul  r«dat  i(Uis 
hetwcen  hi<  pe(.pleand  I  he  w  hile<.  in'olessed  much  interest  in  Chris- 
tian Icachinii'.      i'\  after  all  undeineath  wa-  the  peeuliar  Indian  cliai'- 
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ac'tci',  ;ni(l  he,  alter  many  >'<'ai's  n[  lail  li  t  ul  ih'ss,  j(  liiicd  tlic  cnid  riiilip 
ami  did  iinu'li  to  draw  liis  kindred  troinllicir  Ically.  VA'n>\  is  said  lo 
lia\('  in'cac'lied  to  the  Indians  at  Maanrxii,  now  a  jiart  td  W  o(Ml>i(M'k. 
(  larenee  How  en.  in  liis  hist oi  ica I  -.kct idi.  ^a y>  llial  Idiot  i-  -n|i|M»-fd 
to  have  i»reaehed  to  the  Indians  Ironi  |>nl|)it  r* xdc  nndci-  t ln'  lai-^^r  (dif-t- 
iint  trees  on  the  .Me('l<dhin  tarm.  Snddmly.  iio\\e\('i-.  ihi-  harmony 
was  I'lulely  tlestroyed,  and  the  work  ot  years  ncai'ly  annihiialcd. 
Philii)  td'  l*okam»lcet  interrn|)l('d  th<'  proi;r('>s  ot  (  hristianity  and  cdiu 
eation.  ile  ni-^cd  tlie  Xii»mneks  to  join  him  in  )  he  at  t aek<  nj ion  t  he 
sett  lers,  ^vhom  In.'  eonld  regard  only  as  cncndes.  and  t  hey  con  Id  not 
withstand  his  erafty  ai-^unK'nts,  'i'he  >tory  ot  I'liilip's  war  is  lamiliar 
to  all  (»f  you.  It  is  a  stoi'y  <d  In  utaliry  and  ei  tndly  only  i>!)ssil)h'  to 
the  Indian  eharaeter.  The  <|nict.  iiiollcnsiN  c  Nipmnel^s  once  aion-cil 
lieeame  dennuis, 

'riu'ou<:,houI  this  ix'aeeliil  (Juinchani;-  \a!le>-  was  he.ard  the  war- 
whoop  of  tlie  Indian  and  seen  tho  ulcam  ol  his  IVartnl  toreh. 
Von  r<'eall  the  destruerion  id  the  village  o|  Urooklield.  <d'  .Mrs.  How- 
lands(»n  of  Laneasfei'  taken  Irom  her  luirniin;'  honu'  and  with  licr 
ehildren  c-ai  rit'd  for  w  eidvs  thi-on;j,li  the  foic-t  -  hy  rhilij)  and  his  men, 
( )f  the  hurninu"  of  cn  cry  Mnuiish  d\\  idliui:-  in  ( ^nin-iuamond.  now  \\  oi-- 
eester. 

Palfrey  says  :  ••Xonc  of  the  nati\*'s  were  to  he  rcdiod  upon  and  man\- 
(d  tin'  most  teroeions  w«*i'e  lho>e  who  iiad  proffs>cd  (  In  isi ia idt y .■" 

Despite  this  whcdesah'  treachery,  tin'  Dudley  Indians  remained 
neut  ral  and  we  lind  no  account  id  depredal  ion  -  l»y  any  (d  l  hem.  Alter 
riiilip's  wai\  l-]liot  eould  count  only  foui-  prayini;-  tow  ii>-.  noi  half  ih<' 
innn)»er  pi'evious.  and  out  of  ll.")()  prayin^■or  coincried  Indians  there 
renutined  l(=>s  than  half.  IIow('\<'r.  td  the-e  -le.ultast  tow  n>  <  han- 
huna^'un,i;amu^'  was  one.  if  heinii'  the  (D/h/  one  (d  the  new  tow  ns  w  hich 
did  not  fall  away  from  the  faith.  Xaliek,  Stoui.':hion  ;ind  Tew  kshni  y 
were  the  olhei-  three,  hut  they  helonucd  lo  the  (dd  mindier.  (Iradual- 
ly  tiie  fugitives  returned  to  tlu'ir  homes  and  rehnilt  their  wi:;\\am-. 
In  May,  KISl,  the  court  empowered  W  illiam  St (an^ht on  and  .lo>eph  I  )ud- 
ley  to  in\-esli^'ate  all-matters  relating-  to  the  Indians  and  mal  ■  a  re- 
j)ort.  In  pursuance  ol'  this  order  they  hidd  a  nieeiinu'  and  -lohn  IHiol 
acted  as  interpreter.  Black  dame- and  hi-  people  claimed  i  he  south- 
ern [)oi'tion  <d'  the  Xii)nnu-k  countr\.  Ston-lii  .11  and  Dudley  recum- 
nu:!nded  tlie  court  to  pui'eh.a-e  nl!  the  land  (d'  the  Xipnnicks;  ihey 
wei'c  empowered  to  do  so  and  liom  the  Xatick  and  I  la--ananies-il 
tril)t'S  they  purchased  a  tract  lour  mile-  -^ijuare  northwest  ol  I  he 
^'SpriH*;iield  road""  \'ov  thirty  pound-  and  ;i  coat,  the  emu  prolialdy 
heini;-  the  shape  of  a  c(»unnission  to  the  chi(d'.  a  cu-t(»m  not  uiduiow  ii 
in  later  and  nior    ci\ih/ed  times.    The  -ouihern  li.all  (d  the  Xi|Hnuck 


hiiiil  \va>  h()ui;Iit  li-imi  lil;H•l^  Jnim  >  .iiiil  (  (impjiiiy  loi'  f'JO  <>ii  (.■tdiditioii 
that  llicy  iiiiL;lir  ••i  <'-ri-vc  lo  i  Ih'iii-cI \  ('-  a  (••■rlaiii  WavI  (.f  land  live 
miles  s(jiiaiT  or  (•(intent-  in  two  p.-iicrl-  to  Im'  at  tlicir  di.-jio-al,  to 
tlieni  and  tlicir  lieii-s  t oicn ci/" 

Till'  t  lart  fon\  cyt'd  in  Im»i  li  deeds  w  a-  <'(|ni  \  alent  loan  area  .")()  miles 
loni;' and  "JO  w  ide,  1  M  >ide<  i  he  cont  and  tTiO  lor  this  inmieir~e  ti;n't, 
t'onr  })(Minds  \\a<  (list  ribtded  amoiii;'  the  Indians  and  ten  <>[  the  lilty 
was  paid  at  (he  time  (d'  -ale.  The  ^on crmnent  presented  Stonuhton 
and  Dndley  IdOO  acres  each  in  reeoL:,nii ion  ot  their  ser\iees.  The 
same  (.-oni  t  eontirmed  to  lUaek  James  ;ind  (  'ompany  the  l\v(»  pl(»ts  of 
land  ti\-e  nules  s(piare  a>  aureed.  ()ne  ol  these  section^-  was  at 
Maanexit  east  of  the  ( ^)uineha ni:,-.  noA\  iniduded  in  l  he  t(»wns  ol  I  )ndley, 
Wehsler  and  Thompson.  The  liist  si^natnre  on  the  tir>l  deed  was 
thai  (d'  W'ahan,  ehitd' ol  the  Xaiieks.  and  the  lirst  on  the  seeonil  w:is 
lilaek  James.  James  wa<  eonsiitided  eon-lalde  (d'  all  the  pra}inn' 
l(t\\  ns.  and  W'ahan.  w  ho  w  as  one  ot  t  he  lirst  (d'  I-d lot's  eon\ ci  t w  as.  on 
aeeonnt  <d  hi-  ridiahility.  ap|)oililed  a  jn-liee  ot  the  peace,  ■•ol'  rnler 
of  lifty,"  and  was  somewhat  noted  a-  a  mauisl  lal  e. 

The  lotlowini;,-  i>^  one  of  warrant-:  •'\'ou,  yon  hiij;  coir-tal)le 
(pnck  you  catch  uni,  Jarendah  (  )lV-cow  .  -tron^-  you  hold  nm.  sale  you 
hrini;  um  afore  me. 

W  ahan.  Juslii-e  «d  1  he  1  'eace."' 

A  youni;'  just  ice  a-ked  him  what  he  .-hoiild  do  when  Indians  i;dt 
druid\  and  (piari'cled.  lie  icplied  :  ••Tie  nm  all  up.  \\hip  um  plainlill', 
whip  um  leiidanl,  whip  mu  \\ilne-;s."" 

The  Indians  did  not  lom;-  hold  this  reser>ation  intact,  for  we  read  in 
1707  Ihey  deeded  to  lloii.  Jo-eph  hudley.  in  consideration  of  iheii' 
ht\('  and  esteem  for  him  and  hi-  faiidly.  and  ten  pounds  lairi'cncy.  ihe 
remaininu'  full  moiety  <d  i  he  ti\ c  miles  sipiare  consist  ini;-  of  SOOO  ac-rcs, 
reser\  inL;'  to  thenis(d\('s  and  their  heirs  the  i  iiiht  of  Imnlini;-  and  lish- 
ini;"  on  i;'reat  p(»nds  or  fixers  necessary  for  their  -upport. 

In  1721  William  Dudley  conveye<l  to  the  Indians  a  Iracl  (d  land 
ahoul  one  mile  sipiare  ior  t  hem>(d\('-  and  their  descendants  lo  plaid 
and  improve  and  I  his  was  t  hei  r  oid  \-  re-er\ation.  Thus  a  less  than 
lifty  years  all  that  was  hdt  lo  them  of  the  titty  ndle  tract  f(U'  which 
they  i-ecci\('d  in  all  much  le.^s  than  a  hundred  p(uiiid-.  was  <uie  mile 
sipiare  of  teiaihu-y. 

In  17:^1  the  u'eneral  lourt  coustilnied  a  township  called  Dudley, 
w  hicli  included  a  portiiui  ol  the  oriuinal  re<er\ation  and  w  lial  i<  now  a 
part  of  1  he  cciii  re  villa-'c. 

June  oO.  17.'M.  Ihe  ( 'on^re^•ati(Ulal  society  td'  Dudley  de>ired  to 
huild  a  meetim;-  house  on  the  Indian  Jo.-hua  reuaiTs  "old  fndd.""  On 
Ihe  -Jl-i  (d  March  f(dlowinu-.  the  Indian-  ol  Dudle\  hill  .dl'ered  f.mr 


.•ici'cs      tlicir  lai'iii  to  tlic  socict}'  Inr  l  heir  cliiircli  pens  itlcd 
scuts  alldwctl  t  lie  linliaiis  on  days  ol  wor.-lii]).    In  tour 

liuiidi't.'(l  and  toity  acrc^  <»!  tlii<  sipiai-c  mih'  plot  \\ci-c  -(dd;  lluy 
n'ct'i\ed  tilt}'  pounds  al  time  ol  -ale  and  nim'  pounds  a  yi-ai-  a  li  itw  ai  d. 
Shoi'tly  attcr  this,  the  sann-  land  was  -(dd  tor  (;.*)()  pound-.  'I'lni- 
they  were  l(dt  w  ith  oidy  "J(id  acrc^  of  their  original  KHH)  -ijuai-c  mile-, 
which  they  ou'IuhI  l>y  aboriginal  lille.  It  seems  as  it  the  eonnuoii- 
wealth  made  ])ooi'  l)ari;ains  tor  their  du>ky  waid.-. 

\'ery  lew  i-ecords  ol  the  Indian-  id'  tlie-e  la1ei-  year-  <rv\\{  to  ha\e 
been  prt'sci'vcd.  'Through  the  kindne<-  (d'  .Mi--  i.arned  I  ha\('  a  uio-t 
iHtcrcstin<i' d(tcumeiU  as  illust  rat  inu'  in  a  measure  the  know  ledt^e  (d 
these  i)co]tlc  at  the  t ime  of  which  we  lia\('  )u<t  written,  it  i<  a  w  ill 
di'awn  hy  a  1  )udley  Imlian  1  10  \-ea rs  ai^i » :  a  cairioir^  iidie  ol  the  lil era r \- 
and  rc]i<;a()us  status  ol  thex'  children  ot  the  loie<t  ;it  that  time.  It  i- 
dated  a  tew  ycai's  later  than  the  ei-ection  ol  the  mi'ciin^'  hi»u-i'  on 
Joshua  IN'^'an's  (dd  ti(dd  and  she  wa<  e\idenlly  ol  hi-  lamily.  1  cop\ 
it  [>i'cci.s(dy  as  it  was  written: 

I  )i  i)i.i;Y,  Sept .  r.i.  1  7r)7. 

TIm'  last  will  and  Testament  <d  ahi^ail  (juittoiar^  ot  hudley.  I. 
hciiii;'  liy  the  pi-ovidence  ot  ,i;'od  :  layed  upon  a  sii-k  head  and  in  a 
lan^ui<liin,u-  conditi(»n  and  ihinkinu  niy-(dt  Drawini;'  nai^h  to  the 
<i,ates  ot  the  ,i;ra\('  and  heim;-  of  Soinid  Mind  I  am  (dined  and  di<po-ed 
to  ;j,ive  away  m_\-  temporal  estate  that  u'od  in  his  pr(»\idencc  lias  heen 
jdea-ed  to  hless  me  with:  and  in  the  tirsi  place  I  c(tnunit  my  l)od\  jo 
the  1  )ust  and  my  -oul  t(»  ^od  w  ho  ,ua\  c  it  :  -and  in  I  he  I  ol  1.  iw  i  ni;  order 
vi/: — lii'st  I  apjioint  my  (  ou-in  Jonathan  rai;an  executor  to  lullilihi- 

my  will  and  order  iiim  to  decent  1\  hui-y  my  body  a  I  t  ei'  ni  \  1  >eat  h  :  and 

to  pa)-  all  my  just  I'ebt-.  L'dly  1  -^iNc  unto  my  (  ou-^in  donoihan 
Ta^an  all  my  !»eal  Iv-tate  hou-  and  barn  and  impro\ed  land.  ;idl\  I 
order  so  miudi  (d'  m\  liveini;-  -t(»ck  -(dd  a-  to  pa\  all  my  1  >eiii-.  |ihl\ 
I  »;'ive  the  re.-t  (d' my  li\e  <tock  to  my  iwd  cou-ins  hannah  (|uillot  ii- 
and  Patience  rai;an  to  be  Ivpiily  divided  between  them:  .'ihl\  1  ui\e 
unto  my  cousin  hannah  (piitlocu-  my  ca I ico  l:,-ow  ii.  al-o  m;  ui  ate 
cheast  and  Iron  p(»ts  and  2  waxdlin  blaidvci-  al-o  my  (piilteil  putecot- 
and  best  jtare  ot  -toj>  a  loni!,  cloak,  -i  Ik  hood  and  a  while  ;ipr(in  al-o 
my  blue  candilet  iridint;'  hood  and  lisinL;  pan.  I'lihly  I  i;i\('  unln  ni\ 
(.'(Misin  ralience  I'anan  my  -ilk  u'ow  n  my  bead  and  lieadsiead  lord  and 
co\'eidid  and  t  wo  blald^el  s  and  I  r< ni  Ket  1  le  :  a nd  ni  \  (dd  pare  ot  -hd- 
and  m\  (dd  black  -ilk  hood  and  c()ii(ui  h;i ndker(dn(d  and  an  apron  and 
I  rou  t  oii.n's.  7t  hly  !  ^^\\r  to  my  (  on -in  I  'ai  iejice  Sam  i  'ai^an"-  wile  (me 
otm\-  ^'ound^.  Sthiy  I  'X^M'  unt(»  m\'  con-in  Martha  Pauan  .I(.i-eph"< 
wife  one  ot  my  ^'onuds.     '.ithly  1  L;i\c  unto  my  co-in  hanna  I'au  in. 
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'riioiiias  p.'m'ans  w  idow  one  ol  my  i^oiiiids.    'I'Jiis  is  my  mind  and  w  ill 
lo  he  Dun.     I  Ici'cuiil  (>  I  sc|         li;iiid  .i^iuaii  nnitioru-. 
Ill  pl-<'<('nc<-  nl  us. 

W'll.l.I.'vM  (AK'lKi;, 

Ki.KANoii  Day. 
doNoni  AN  N  i:w  1:1.1.. 

Ill  ]71>7,  till'  ^'('iicral  t'nurt  pcrmitti'd  the  sale  ol'  tlial  rcmainiii;^'  'JOO 
acres  lor  ilic  payment  o\'  Indian  dehis  and  guardians  to  care  lor  them. 

'I'lie  terms  ol  the  sale  were  .s;>()()  and  a  tract  (d  'Hi  acres  and  riuls. 
In  is;j2  Wehsler  was  loi  ined  I'loiii  the  territory  in  ( )xrord  ami  l>udh'y, 
and  as  this  small  reser\at  ion  was  iiudnded  in  the  t  ej-rilAwy ,  tlie  Indians 
hecame  identilied  with  NN'ehster.  'riieir  hist(»i-y  I'roni  that  time  to  the 
death  td'  tiie  last  ol'  the  race  in  is'.X)  is  pitiahle. 

.lohn  Millon  l^arle,  w  ho  w  as  appointed  commissicnier  hy  tlie  stale  of 
Massachuset  t s  in  1  Sf)'.)  i;iv('s  in  his  reptn-t  the  most  thoroui;h  and  ac- 
curate ac-count  ol'  the  dealim^s  (d  tlie  commmiwealth  w  ith  the  descend- 
ants (d'  the  •■red  man."  There  seems  (o  be  little  that  is  pictur- 
es<pie  in  the  liistory  <d'  the  trii»es  who  inhahited  this  land  when  I'om- 
jiared  with  those  in  the  W  e-t.  who  are  ol  a  dill'erent  lamily  trom  the 
Al^'onquins,  lOven  some  (d  our  nei^■hlM)rin^•  tribes  seem  imu-e  inter- 
estini;'.  !''or  my  pa rt  I  hai"<lly  thini-;  e\'en  < 'ooper  could  ha\e  tound 
many  lier(»es  tor  his  no\els  I'rom  the  Nipmuck  i»eople;  they  ha\t'  not 
the  characteristics  (d'  the  |teac<dul  .Mohican  whom  he  has  immortal i/ed. 
'I'he  liistoi'ians  ol' our  -ister  st.ate  d(di,L;ht  t o  say  that  no  w  hite  man's 
hlood  was  evei-  shed  h}-  an  Indian  «m  the  s(til  ol  ( 'onnect  rent .  Their 
most  im])re.Si^ive  rec<M'd  is  the  noineiudat ure  which  they  have  lett  upon 
the  mountains,  st  reams  and  \  al  leys  ot  our  could  r\',  and  w  e  are  i^lad  to 
see  that  the  i)eautiiul  Indian  names  aic  heini;-  cai(d'ully  [tresersed  hy 
apidyinu,'  them  to  locaiiti<'s  of  w  hose  characteristics  tiiey  are  the  most 
poetical  because  the  most  natural  synonyms. 

\'e  say  that  all  ha\('  pas>ed  away, 

That  iiohle  i-ace  and  Itrave ; 
That  their  liuhi  t'anoe>  ha\e  vanished 

l''r(»m  oir  the  crested  w  .■i\<'. 
That  'mid  the  lorests  where  tliey  roamed. 

Tliei'e  i-iniis  no  Imnter's  ^luud  ; 
jiul  their  name  is  on  your  waters, 

\  {•  may  not  wash  it  out . 
\  V  say  their  cone-like  c;diins. 

That  clu-tered  o'er  the  \ale, 
lla\'e  lied  away  like  withered  lea\-es. 

Litdore  the  ant  umn  uale. 


r.ut  tlioir  memory  liv<'lli  on  y«nii-  hill,--, 
'i'lieir  baptism  on  your  shore. 

.\on  evc'i'lastiii^'  rivers  spealv 
Tlieii-  dialect  of  yoic. 

Old  ?tIassaehuj=;otts  weai's  it 

Within  her  h>i-(lly  crown, 
And  broad  Oliio  bears  it, 

Amid  her  youni;-  renown; 
Connecticut  hatli  Avreathed  it 

Wliere  her  first  folia <;•(■  waves, 
And  old  Kentucky  breathes  it  hoarse 

Througli  all  her  anci(Mit  caves. 

Waclniset  liides  its  lingering  voic<' 

AVilhin  its  locky  heart ; 
And  Alleghany  graves  its  tone 

'J'hroughout  its  lofty  chart. 
Monadnock  on  liis  foi-ehead  hoar 

Doth  seal  the  sacred  trust; 
Your  mountains  build  their  monument. 

Though  ye  destroy  their  dust. 


■lutiialianci  ^jistoricrtl  $\mdv  ^caftets. 
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Al  I  lie  (.'oiiiiiK'iU'cmciil  of  the  war  ill  Isr.l.  Sdul  hltridm'  \\a^ 

a  t»)N\ii  willi  ;{(i77  inlialiii am iMi)  assessed  polls,  'riicrc  \\a^  iii>  rom- 
paiiy  <tl  iiiilil  ia  and  tnt  oiuani/al  ion  1<'|-  ii-.-rmiii^-  nifii  lor  srrxici-  in 
t  he  lield.  l»ui  on  t  lie  1  II  li  ot  A|Mil  a  inci-iini;-  was  iidd  in  iMlward^ 
Hal!  lor  ilic  pnrposr  o|  (»r^ani/iii^-  a  conipaii)  of  militia.  ( )n  tli«'  dlli 
ot  May.  at  a  mrciiim'  callrd  for  ili;it  i»nr]io<('.  the  town  Noted  to  raise 
and  approjniate  the  sum  (d  .ssoou  tor  the  pmpox'  ol  rai<in:j,-  and 
('•inipiiiiii;  a  \(du!it('('r  company  olini  lil  ia  in  this  town,  and  lor  tin* 
snp|»ort  olilic  laini  lies  ot  >iicli  a-  nia  \  lie  called  into  arti\t'  ser\ ice. 
At  llie  same  meeting'  tlie  town  appoimed  tlu'  t(dlo\\ini;'  militar\  com- 
mittee: N'erney  l-'i^lx.  Adolplm^  Merriain.  .Malccdm  Ammidow  n.  \\  ni. 
r.eei-lier,  d.  < ).  .M c K i list d(din  I'ldw  ards  and  ( '.  A.  i)iv<-cr. 

'riii<  committee  pnldi^lied  the  lollowinii-  notii'e; 

••ATrKXTiox  TO  \'()LrN"n:i:ijs. 

Tlie  town  (d'  Sont hhridi^c  at  a  leii'al  meet  inn'  authori/ed  the  military 
(.'omndttee  to  olVer  the  tollowini;-  liheral  i  iKhtcement  >  tole-ident 
\<diinteers  who  nia\'  join  thec(»mpany  now  heiiiLi,  rai-ed  in  thi-  town: 
^l\ii;hl  (hdlars  per  mont  li  in  ad(hl  ion  to  ih(>  ^dNcrnment  compensa- 
tion, such  addil  iona  I  pay  to  commence  at  the  lime  the  company  inav 
lea\c  the  town  hy  ordei"  (d'  the  ^on crimient  ;  to  the  wil'e  ot  any  \(diiii- 
tiM'r,  or  t lie  head  <d  his  family,  >i\SA)  per  week,  and  to  each  '  hild 
under  I'J  years.  ;'()  cents  per  week,  payment  (»»  he  made  Iroin  the  lime 
ot  such  companies  lea\  ini;'  tow  n.  l''or  each  hall  day  spent  in  drill, 
"td  cent  s.  payment  t  o  commence  I  roin  I  he  time  (10  memlters  havc  en 
rolled  their  names.  Macli  and  every  sadnnteer  to  he  armtnl  aiat 
eipiipped  tree  ol  ediarij,e.  .    •  .  , 

Ter  Older  (d'  ( 't»mmit  tee.  .M.M.COi.M  A.MMiDC'WX:  (  'el'C'  " 
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I'ndci' the  I'iill  (|uit<' a  iitimlicr  findllcd.  hut  il  wa^  (Timmix cicd  thai 
the  iiialtrr  of  rai^iiii;-  and  ('<iiii]t)>iiii;  the  mililiawas  iioi  (Iclc-.il  >  d 
to  tlic  towns  and  con^cMiucnt  1_\  the  amount  pionn-i-d  could  not  he 
paid.  'I'his  au'Uation.  how cvci'.  aiou-cd  the  war  -piiit,  and  many  <d' 
those  sin'ucd  t  heir  names  Vo  thi-   r(dl   very   >hortly   'uitiTcd  the 

ser\"u'«'  in  t he  \\<trct'.-t('i'  ''ouni\  rcuimcnt^  that  wtTc  (»iuani/rd  lu 
ISCI. 

rndorthe  tii->t  call  loi'  7r).(l()0  men  lor  ;>  nnuitli~.  wliitdi  was  i--ucil 
in  April.  ISCd,  Sout  hliridi;e  had  i)ul  one  man  hut  wli'Ui  it  wa<  rcali/od 
I  hat  t  he  \s'ar  w  as  to  !m'  more  t  hail  a  ;>  months"  [lienic.  and  the  -inic 
a-ked  for  year<"  men.  Soul  hl»ridu('  re-ponded  willi  1  man  in  tlie  lid 
infantry,  'A  in  the  '.Hh.  1  in  the  lOih,  1  in  the  i;;ih.  S  in  ihe  ir)th,  I  I  in 
the  -Jlst,  ;i  in  the  22nd.  C  in  tlie  2r)t}n  1  in  the  2Sth.  1  in  the  2d  Katti  ry 
and  2  in  the  :U\.  'IMa-se  enlist  men  t  -  with  t  he  1  in  i  he  ;>  ni<un  h-'  >ir\  iee 
and  2  in  the  rei;ular  arn\y.  made  a  total  ol  r»d  men  in  the  s<'r\iee  the 
lirst  year  of  the  w'ai".  While  the  lari;-e  ai-ni\  that  the  i;t )\ crmneiit  h.id 
put  into  the  tield  \\;is  heinu,'  drilled  ;ind  moulded  iiUo  a  liuhliin;- 
maeiiine,  lime<  at  home  (piieted  some.  ;nid  meair-  were  taken  lo  care 
tor  the  families  «d  tho<e  nliH.'ady  in  the  -er\iee.  Al  a  town  ulee^nl^■ 
on  the  atll  of  ()c-toher  the  followiui;'  \()te  was  p;is-ed:  ■•'I'lKtt  1  he 
sideetmen  he  :iut  hori/ed  lo  pi'o\ ide  mean-  to  aid  in  supporting  tin- 
fanulies  and  r(dati\-e<  (d'  any  and  all  who  may  ha\c  l»een.  or  who  -li;ill 
he,  mu<tei-ed  into  the  -eiw  iee  of  ihe  I'luled  Sl.ilc-,  a-  pro\ ided  mi  iIm- 
aet  s  of  I  he  ie^i^Iat  ure  appro\ ed  .Ma\;id.  lS(d.  i-hapl<'r  222.  -ueh  .dd 
so  fnriuslied  not  f(t  exceed  the  amount  projio cd  to  he  reindmr-ed  hy 
the  state  undei' section  5  ol  s;iid  act-,  and  diaw    their  ordei>  on  the 

town  I  reasui'er  for  any  >ums  (d'  i  ley   -o  pro\ided."*      Tlii-  aei 

lowa'd  the  fannkK'^  or  pers(uis  dependini;-  up(ui  Ihe  vcduidi'cr  who  ha. I 
heen  niiisfered  into  the  <er\ ice  (d  the  I  inted  Sl;ite>  one  d<diar  per 
week  for  wife  and  one  (kdlar  [>er  weep  lor  ea(  h  child  u\-  p.-ireiu-.  (he 
whole  not  to  exceed  tw(d\e  dollar>  pei  uemtli.  I  hi-  w;i-  the  <  om- 
nieiieeinent  oi  slate  aid  in  S( mt hhridi;'e,  which  ha-  licen  coiuinucd 
to  tills  day,  t  he  <ndy  ditlerenee  heiui;-  t  hat  -ineethe  tiuhliuu  da\--  t  he 
aid  lias  heen  ^iNcn  to  the  di-ahh'd  soldier  in>ie;id  (d  lo  hi-  tainily. 
and  is  now  ^■rante<l  to  t  he  s(ddier<  <d  t  he  Sp,iui-h  w  ar.  All  honoi  |o 
the  comiiKUiwealth  which  h;is  -o  imhly  lullilled  her  pionii-e  made  to 
the  men  who  <er\ed  in  her  name  in  iho-e  da\  -  -o  Ioul;  aun. 

duly  2d.  h^(;2.  President  I  .incol  u  c.i  |  led  Inr  ;!i)().0(i()  men  for  ;{  \c;ir-. 
and  i:;.w  tor  the  lirst  timi'  il  hccame  nece--;iiw  in  nppoim  to  e:icli 
to\«n  its  (piota.  Al  a  riMi^inn-  meet  inn,-  ladd  i  ii  lldward-  Hall  .lul\  11. 
■(i2.  MaU-olm  Annuidowii  i-cad  the  f.dhtwin^-  order:  ••  il''„d(nia  ii  er- 
romiiumw  call  li  of  .Mass.,  l',o-ion.  .Mas<..  .\\\\y.  ■|;2.  special  <  hdcr 
.\«  .  217.    \\  i'A^-:  Idsk,  chaii'iuan  of  the  ^.dccinu'ii  id'  Sdulhhriduc  i- 
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licrchy  aul  lioi  i/cd  I o  ('nli>l  .'{s  iik'Ii  in  ><iiit  lor  -ci-N  icc  in  1  lie 

Ciiilcd  Slates  ill  the  iv- iniciil  -  m|  iIic  M.h-.  NOliiniccr-. 
r.y  (.I'dcr  (.1 

Hi-  i:\i-cllriicy,  A.  Am«i;i.\\     (     \ .  and  (  '..ni.  in  <  hirC. 

W  M.  S(  IK  »(■  i.i  i;,  Ad  jt .  <  icnci  a 

A  h'tlt'rwas  ai>i)  read  lioni  the  adjniant  ^cnci-al.  sa y i ni;'  1 1  la  1  llic 
town  wiiirli  Iniaiisli.'d  ii-  (|iioi  i  \\,ndil  li;'  i'vriii|.|  Ir.uii  tin-  ilrali.  At, 
lliis  nicflinLi,-  scNcial  -ii^nrd  ilic  roll  and  llic  n<'\l  day  a  ii'ciaiil  i  n;j,-  (d- 
licc  was  opened  in  wliat  is  now  called  ilie  ('onr-t(;ek  IdoeK,  in  a  ntoni 
oe(Mi|)ied  liy  'i'lios.  I'otler.  IJeeriMlini^'  eon  1  i  i  i  ne(  1  (|ui|e  liii-k.  and  as 
so(Mi  as  I  "J  or  ITi  conld  he  lordlier  llie\  wiae  laKen  oNerland  lo 

\\  orcesler  and  I  nrned  (»\cr  lo  t  lie  oil  ire  i  -  (da  rei^inienl  1  Iial  was  lorni- 
ini;-  at  lliat  ]dace.  Al  the  same  lime  iliere  was  |Mddi-lied  in  oiii'  loc'al 
liajter  t  lie  !'ol  low  ing;  : 

••\  (>Lr.\  ri:i:i:s  comi:  I'oi.-w  ai:i». 

ant  hoiil  y  ot  .lolm  A.  Andrew,-.  ^t>\ernor<d  Ma-.-atdiusetl  s.  the 
.seleelnien  of  I  his  1  (»\v  n  arc  anlhori/e(|  jo  rccrnil  i!^  men.  ihe  (|noia 
ol  Ihi-  town,  lor  scr\iccin  the  I'niled  Siaies  in  reulmen! s  oT  Ma-s. 
\(d.iint  eeis,  and  arc  aniliori/ed  lo  oU'ei-  Ihe  tollowinL^'  -plendid  in- 
diiceincnls.  Tw  cnl  y-li\ ('  (hdlar-  ad\ance  hounly.  ihirleeii  thdlai-  ad- 
Nance  |  lay .  a  nd  sia  1  e  aid  1  o  laniilic,-.  In  aildiiion.  ihe  cit  i/ens  ot  i  he 
town  will  pay  twcnty-li\c  dollar-  toeacii  \(dnnleei-.  pi-o\idinu-  the 
<|Uota  is  ohlained  hy  \-olmncer  <'n  list  nienl \\y  this  i|  wi||  ),(.  -ceii 
llial  eaidi  man  will  draw  si\l\'  (hdlai's  in  cash  on  hcini;'  nin-tei-ed  into 
scr\ice.  \'ou!ii;-  nieiiid'  SonI  h  hiidL:,-e.  aron-t;I  I'ill  np  I  he  ipioi  a  at 
once,  and  thus  sa\e  llie  low  li  the  dis._;iaee  ol  hein^ ohli^ed  loresorl 
to  dralis.-- 

On  iIh'  :il-l  ol'  duly  the  1  ow  n  p  is-ed  t  he  lol low  i ni;-  \  ( -l e  :  ••d'hal 
the  town  treasurer  Ite  an<!  her(d)y  i-  anlhori/ed  lo  iMU'row  in  lie- 
ha  ir  of  I  he  I  own.  and  to  i;i\ e  t  he  note  oT  l  he  town  iherelor.  the  sum 
(d  lour  tiloiisand  d<»llars.  to  he  a  ppi'opriat  ed  loi-  the  ]»aynienl  <d' 
honnty  |o  s,,|(li,.|-s^  ,,]•  -o  much  tlier<'or  as  ma\-  he  iiec(»s>ai-y  iheieloi-. 
and  lor  tlie  payment  (d  iniercst  on  the  money  so  hori'owed.  uivinu'  the 
sum  (d  one  hundred  dollais  lo  eaidi  ol  said  men.  not  to  c  ceed  the 
mnnher  (d  .'is.  'I'hal  the  selccinien  he.  and  t  hey  arc  iier<d)y  anl  hoi-- 
i/cd.  in  l>elialt  oT  the  town,  to  pa\-  to  ca(di  \(diinlci  r  soldiei-  who, 
undei-  the   recenl  call  ol' til"  pr.'^ident  lor  nnMi.  lia-  en  lisj  e  I. 

oi-  who  -hall  eidi-t  inlt»  the  s,.r\iee  (»!'  the  I  nited  Slates.  r,,r  ihc  lerm 
ol  three  year-,  a  hounly  id  one  hnndivd  (hdlar,-,  to  he  paid  t<»  the 
-(ddiers  alter  Ihey  shall  lia\c  heeii  nin~:civd  into  the  I '  nil  ed  St  a!  es 
sei-\iceas  aloresaid,  the  mnnher  nol  <'\cec(rnm'  I  hirl  y-eiuiit.""  i'hc 
(juola  id  t  he  tow  n  w  as  neaily  tilled  when  ihis  \die  was  pas>,i'd  ami 
wa-  comjtleieo  in  a  W'w  day-. 
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ir.ii-dly  lind  iIk'sc  hkmi  Ictt  iIh'  hiwii  wlicii  rrc^idciit  l.iiifdlii 
his  cnll  I'oi-  ;{()(),0(H)  iiicii  lui- 1)  iiKiiiili-.         on  ilx-  ol  Au-u-i  ;i 

mct'tiiiii,'  A\':is  cnllrd  to  secure  the  ciili-l  iiiciit  ot  tld  hmmi  under  ilii-  full. 
Allii,'USt  'Jatll  tilt'  tow  II  ed  to  |):iy  .SUM)  t  o  cMrli  in;i  n  w  lio  niu-- 
trri'(l  into  tlic  I'liilcd  Stutes  scrsicM-  joi'  inn<'  nionlli^.  llic  niiiiilifi  iioi 
lo    exceed    (')().       1  >lll  il>i!,-    I  lie    w  eek    :ill    iMi-ilie.--  -il-|«-il(led  ;il  .'> 

o'elot'k.  imd  the  rest  ol  the  d:iy  w;is  ^!,i\cii  up  t<»  the  worl;  (d'  per-u.'id- 
iiii;'  men  to  enti-r  the  serx  ice  ol  i  heir  eounl  ry.  w  hile  i'\ cry  e\ cninu  i  lie 
people  i;;ilhered  in  the  pnhlie  li:ill.  wlh're  they  li-lened  to  p.ilrioiii- 
speeehes.  The  I'e-edt  ol  ihi-  work.  :i<  iceorded  in  the  \\eekl\  p:lpe|-. 
was  70  name-.  IS  (d'  Iheni  lieinu'  aeeepjed  and  en^erin^  the  ser\ iec.  In 
()iM(»l)er  another  sei-ie-  ol  meeiiuLi.^  wa-held  on  alternate  niL;lii~  in 
I  he  (. 'enter  and  lol)e  X'illaiit'.  A  I  t  he  >:niie  t  inie  t  he  >(deri  men  wd'e 
\V(»i-kini;'  diliu'enily,  lookinu  n|i  the  nn'ord  of  e\cry  man  that  w;i~  in 
theser\ire,  and  tryiiiL;  lo  induce  the  adjnlant  general  oi  ihe  -l;il<  to 
alk)W  as  man\'  •>!  tin  an  as  they  po-<il»ly  could  to  apply  on  1  he  ( j  uoi  .-i  oT 
tlM'  town. 

'l"he  recoi-ds  of  enli-tmelit-  in  the  li.ivy  were  car(dully  looked  up 
and  used  to  icduce  t  he  nundita'.  Intil  ihi-  lime  the  -er\ ice  o|  i  he-><' 
men  had  keen  nearly  overlooked,  allhou-h  -oine  ol  them  entered  |h»- 
serxice  early  in  the  \\ar.  I'^u-  the  next  ;{  month-  the  mailer  \\a>  al- 
[(•w'cd  lo  drift  akmij;,  althoui:,h  a  draft  wa.-  lhi-eaiened  >e\eral  limes. 

In  January.  1S(;:{.  the  local  paper  <a  \  -  :  •■I'he  r.-ult  of  the  mailer 
linall\-  i>.  that  we  are  W(dl  out  td  ihe  draft  alli-r  i  on-ideralde  expeii-e 
.111(1  N'exa! ion.  and  hope  to  I'lanain  >o.  Al  iIicImwh  mi'ct in^'  ladd  on 
Monday,  the  sum  reipdred  (s-j.'OO)  to  Imy  the  men  falling-  to  our  lot 
to  furnish,  and  pay  the  necessary  expeirx-  allendiuL;  the  lai.-inu'  of  the 
men.  and  inlere-|  on  the  moiiew  wa>  \oted.  and  appropiialed  loi-  thai 
purpose.  The  s(declmen.  hy  whose  \ii^ilance  and  lore>ii;hi  the  nien 
wt'i'e  already  secured,  except  the  payment  of  the  stipulated  no\inl\', 
made  I  hem  eniirely  seiaire  at  mice.  Se\emi'en  men  were  found  in 
l,o\\'(dl,  who.  lor  a  con>iderat  ion  (d'  skJ,",  caidi.  rerkle---lv  plel|^(•(l 
llKMns(d\e«-  to-cn!i-t.  liuhl .  hieed  a  nd  diefoi'ihe  inmor  and  patriot- 
ism of  Southhridue."  '|"iie-e  17  nnai  are  eicdii,,]  lo  llie  i;il ;  ol  I. ..well 
in  Ihe  lisi  of  .Ma-sachusi't  t  <  -(ddier>  pulili-hed  i.y  i  he  -late.  ImU  up(.n 
a  recent  \i-it  to  the  adjulani  uciieral'-  otlice  in  i;..-ton.  iln-  -^he.-t 
^howini;-  the  iiounty  a--  paid  lo  llie-c  men  hy  ihr  h<\\n  ol  Soin  hlu  iduo 
was  found. 

June  1.').  1S(;;{,  a  call  lor  KHi.OOd  (I  monih<"  men  wa-  i--iicd  and  a  drall 
was(trdered.  1  )urinL:,'  t  lie  -ame  monl  h  '.A.  I'.ii^ewa-  ap|iointed  eii- 
r(d!inL;,'  (dlicer  lor  Soiit  hhridue  and  commenced  col  led  in^-  i  Ih'  names 
<\\  ail  per-oMS  sui)ject  to  draft,  duly  Mlh  the  dial!  look  place  iik 
Worce-ter.     hi  ft \-lour  name-:  were  drawn  Irom  ihe  li,,m  SdUih 
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hridi^e.  Of  lliis  iiuiiilx-r  2  (Milcicd  tin-  ^ci-vicc  15  jmul  .SiUlO,  ;ni(l  tliP 
b;il!iiuM'  were  rxcmpt.  In  OcIoImm-.  1S(;;{.  canic  iiiiotlK-r  call  for  ;{00,()0n 
3  \onrs"  iikmi,  and  oner  moic  llir  h>N\ii  aul In )iit ics  sci  to  ^\^»^k  to  -e- 
cuic  tli<'  i<'(juir('(l  nniiilKM".  A  rciTuil in*^'  (tllicc  was  ojicncd  in  hcccni- 
hi'v  and  27  men  wci'c  i-tMiu<'sl<'d  lo  slc]*  np  and  >iu'n  llit'ir  nanir-  to  ilir 
nnist<'r  I'olU  and  as  an  indnccnicnt,  a  stal<'  Itonnly  <d  $.'{25>  to;i;''llM'f 
witli  a  I'nilcd  State-  bonnly  <d  .s;{()0.  ntlcicd  Im-     years'  sci  viec. 

Oil  the  17tlM»l'  1  )('r('ml)ei- a  nicctinL;-  wa-  lield  in  Md  w'a  id)«  1 1  a  1 1  a  nd 
the  entlmsiasin  created  a(  lliis  time.  ( l < );;-el liei  w  ith  tlie  iai\i;<'  Ihhiii- 
1  ies  dllered, )  was  ,-ucli  tliat  more  lliaii  the  re<|iijrcd  nninhcr  were  se-- 
cnred,  and  so  elnled  wcr^'  the  citi/en- (d  lh<'  town,  oxer  their  escape 
from  the,  draft,  that,  in  .Iannar\,  tliey  hehl  a  ioHilic;itioii  ne'eiiiiL:. 
'I'heii'  joy  Jasted  hnl  a  few  day>.  lor  on  l-'eh.  I>l,  iSdl.  cam<'  anothei 
call  f(.r5()().0()n;?  year<"  men,  followed  March  1  llli  with  one  f(.r  2(»(i.()(H». 
The  nnmhei-  of  men  re(jnired  to  !ill  the  (piota  of  the  lowii  nndei-  these 
calls,  as  stated  in  the  local  paper,  varied  from  l."}  to  .'{O,  luit  as  the 
(jnota  was  not  tilled  hy  \(»lnnteei  enli-^tiiient  a  drall  \\a<  ordered 
for. May  17th.  f'i  I  l<'en  men  wcie  dra  fled,  10  id  them  paying'  Id,  f 
hein^i  exempt  and  1  cnlrrin;^-  the  -er\ ice. 

The  I'nited  Stalo  «;o\('rnmeni  lindinu-  tliat  the  <lraft  la  w  .  a  I  lo  w  iii^ 
e\emi»ii(»n  npon  the  payment  of  s.'lhO  did  not  hiin^-  men  into  the 
ranks  (d  the  army.  I'cpealed  the  law.  and  ordered  ;mothei'  draft,  tlie 
only  cause  for  e\empti(»n  hein;;'  pliysic;il  disal»iliiy. 

Southhrid;;*'  at  once  called  j>nldic  meetiii^>  lo  see  il  the  nnmher  le. 
<piired  to  till  their  (piota  I'ould  not  lie  jM  ocured  hy  \oluiileer  eidi^t- 
menl  and  (ii\ided  the  town  inio  districts,  -eiidiii;^-  men  to  every 
citi/en  with  snI»scri|»lion  pajiers  which  r<',:id  a-  lollows:  '-We,  the 
fiidiscrihers,  rili/eris  of  Sonl  hhrid;:,-e,  in  con>id<'i  at ion  (d'  the  pnrpose< 
to  he  ellected  liei-eh}',  do  se\  ('!'ally  promi>e  to  pa  \'  dohn  J'>dw  ard-^, 
(ieo.  A.  Dresser  and  Danforth  K.  Oliiey,  or  their  older,  the  xwcral 
snms  set  against  »>nr  i-csi)ecli\('  nann-s,  the  -ame  to  he  used  hy  Ihem 
Ml  their  discreti(ni  in  the  purchase  of  volnnleers  lor  the  army  ol  the 
I  nited  Siale>,  who  shall  ^tand  to  the  credit  <d  t his  town,  a iid  in  de- 
fraying;' th(Miecessai\v  expenses  incurred  lher»'in.""  Thi>  coinmil  tee 
succeeded  in  raisin;;-  .•5;{50(».  a  part  (d  which  wa-  jiaid  to  cili/en-  <d  the 
(own  who  enlisted,  and  II  men  were  purcha^<'d  out>id<'.  the  lowu 
paying-  5  men  .^250  each  and  men  >:2<'id  each.  l/,i|ei-  in  I  he  yeai-  the 
town  voted  to  .leposit  with  the  >t;ite.  a  HUli  not  le--  than  .-slOPO,  to 
the  t'ledit  ol  the  pro\o-t  mai>lial  loi-  the  pmpo-e  of  rccruiliui;-  \oluii- 
tecrs  in  the  -tale-  declared  to  he  in  leheHiiUi,  ^125  jo  he  paiil  to  each 
recruit  t(»  the  extent  (d'  (Uie-fourih  llie  lownV  (piola.  How  many 
men  were  secured  in  this  mannei-  the  rci-ords  of  the  town  do  not 
^liow,  hut  in  the  several  w ay  -  --\ ohinleei  (  iili  tment  at.  home,  hiiyint: 
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iiitMi  outside,  iiiul  (Milist iiiu'  ;ilHi\t'  lU.'-riilx'd — tlu^  tull  (jiuita  o)  tin- 
low  II  WMs  i-:iis('(l  licloic  (lie  dr.-ili  wa^  oiiU'icil  and  a  surplus  ot  1(>  nifu 
was  curried  over  to  the  next  i-all.  li-tiiu-iil  -  w  (Mv  contiimrd  iiiiiil 
tlii'  close  of  the  war  in  IS*;.').  Iml  as  uo  laruc  miinlicr  ol  men  \\a^ 
calh'cl  foi"  at  any  one  time  no  umisual  ellort-  w  ere  made. 

The  t'ost  ot  the  war  to  Sonthl»rid;i,c,  as  near  a<  can  Ui-  li^iired  trum 
the  rccortls,  and  as  sf.-ited  in  the  .loiiriKil,  \\a^: 

lioiinty  i>aid  to  SI  ;{  year  men.  .•r<i;{.7-12.(Mi 

"                10  I  year  nuMi.  2.srin.0(i 

"  44     year  men.  1, 41)0. no 

Expense  ot  reciaiilinu',  2. OSS. 4.") 

?ji30()  paid  hy  the  di'atted  men.  24  iu  nnmliei-.  7.200.00 

s;;{o.2so.4r) 

4'o  this  should  he  added  the  .s;{,')00  that  w  as  raised  hy  snl)-cripl  ion 
iu  I8t).'{,  lor  the  state  pa-sed  a  law  attei  the  war  ch'-ed  allowin;^: 
towirs  to  i"eia)hurse  to  its  cili/ens  siu-h  sinus  o!  luoney  as  llie\  had 
voluntarily  coutrihiiLed.  tor  enlisiuienl  purposes  diiriui!;  the  war, 
and  iu  the  sprin;;"  »d"  iSdC  Soiithhrid^e  raised  and  ap[tropiiated  .s^^OO 
t«»r  thi<  purp(}se.  making'  a  ^rand  total  ot  «;{.'). 7S0.4j. 

'14iis  toui'  years  ol  war  w  as  a  c(uistant  <ti  ui;i;  le  I  or  men.  as  i<  -ho  w  u 
not  only  h}'  the  ^reai.  elVoit  put  toiih  and  the  lar^e  liounlie-  [laid.  IniL 
also  l)y  the  !ar;;e  nmul»er  ot  men  lurnished.  At  lime.-  the  men  eame 
torward  with  a  rush,  while  at  other  times  eNcrylhin^-  looked  dark  and 
lorhiddin<i,,  audit  seemed  as  lhoui;h  the  limit  wa-  reru-lied  and  no 
uu)re  men  could  he  lound  unless  ihey  were  loicrd  inio  ihe  -er\ ice 
thr(ju^li  the  draft. 

Soiit  hhi'id»;<'  (.'losed  the  war  as  it  I'ommenct-d  ii.  with  an  atiempl  to 
ort;aui/e  a  company  ot  militia,  the  only  d!Hei<'nce  heiii'.;-  thai  in  ihe 
latter  :itlempl  ihey  were  to  Join  their  lurees  wiih  ihe  nei^hhol■inl; 
towns  ot  l>udley  and  <harlto!i.  44ii-  elloit.  like  ihe  lirsi.  wa-  a 
lailure.  When  the  wai'  closed  it  wa-^  loimd  that  >outhl)ridi;e  had 
met  every  ileiuand  and  had  a  snrphr-  (d  10  men  to  its  credit. 

4'he  innul)er  ot  men  turnisheil  i-  not  acciirati'ly  luiow  u.  Adjutant 
General  Sc-houler.  in  ".Mas-aehii-et  I  -  in  the  (  i\il  ^\'al■.■■  ui\.  -  the 
uuud)er  at  400.  4'he  auditor's  report  ot  isiW;  lurui>lie>  u-  with  a  li-l 
»d'  270.  hut  the\'  acknow  letlu'c  that  they  are  not  tMu  rect  and  a-k  all 
[lei'-ous  to  ;;'ive  notice  ot  any  emu-  they  may  discoNcr. 

4"he  record  hook,  aul  h<ua/ed  !t\  tln'  stale  leii,islat  iiie  a  iid  [lui'chased 
l»y  the  town  in  lsii:{  was  deli\ered  to  the  t(»wn  ch'ik  lor  the  piirpo-e 
ol  kee[»ini4- a  true  ret-ord  ot  all  the  men  who  -er\i'd  to  ihe  credit  ol 
Soul hl)rid^'e.  4'his  hook  was  not  wrilten  up  until  ahoul  isss.  and  at 
that  lime  it  W'a<  a  \'ery  diHicult  matter  to  tind  the  names  ot  all  tho-i- 
who  served. 
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Oul  (il  liKl  iiK'ii  kiiouii  1<tli:t\c  -t'lM'il  ill  llic  licid  to  t  III' credit  of 
Soiillildidi^T  (;iii(l  this  li>t  coiil.iiii-  llic  miiiih's  ot'  ."{I  iicr^oii-  houulil 
liy  111*'  town  ol  w  hom  -J.")  dc~:ci  tci|. )  11  were  Isillrd  in  action  anil  2.') 
died  of  disease  or  wound-.  inaKiiiL;'  1  in  e\(My  7  who  uaNc  their  !i\e>; 
oC  the  reiiiainini;'  nnniher  -Jl!  were  wdinided.  or  1  in  e\cry  10.  and  the 
li-1  cold  ai  lis  the  name-  (d'  a  II  I  lie  .'5  a  iid  '.i  months'  men  a-  w(d  I  as  1  ho>e 
^\■|lo  were  homi,-hl .  h'ediiee  this  to  a  I  li  ree  \  ea  rs"  hasis  and  llieloss 
^\(Mlld  lie  iiiiieh  lar^'er.  il  i>  im|i(»s-ilde  to  study  thi>  hi-tory  df 
S<Mit  hl»|•id^('  in  the  ('i\il  War  \\ith(Hit  heim;-  eonstantly  reminded  <»f 
the  many  promises  made  lothe>e  men  when  they  eiili-led.  Intlie 
\vyy  early  <lays  we  lind  (nii'  (d  onr  loeal  jdiysieiaiis  iiulili-liiiiL;-  a 
nolit-e,  telliiio-  all  w  ho  may  enli-t  lha(  he  will  ^is'e  hi-  >er\-iee-  to  their 
I'ami  lies  w  hi  le  t  hey  were  i;,-o]ie.  and  should  they  not  return  or  reimn 
maimed  he  would  eontiime  liie  ser\iee  so  lon^'  as  he  <lli.uld 
li\e.  This  is  only  one  ol  smdi  ju-omist's  made,  audit  seem<  at  times 
a<  tlioimh  we  were  lor^-eil  i  m;'  Ihe^^e  men  and  <tnr  promi-es. 

( )iie  (d  t  he  i;-reai  wrongs  of  the  war  was  hroiii^liL  Lo  my  attention 
a  lew  w('ek<  sinee,  when  a  Idler  was  placed  in  my  hands,  written  hy 
one  of  oiir  Ixtys  who  eiilisleil  earl)  in  Isiij  and  ser\ed  ;{  year>  in  the 
lath  Ma<s.  He  wrote,  say  iiiu'  t  lial  he  u  iider-l  ood  t  hat  t  he  t  <  •  w  n  |  ta  id 
their!}  years'  men  a  hoiinty  (d  .'slhO.  hut  that  he  had  ne\ er  rei-ei\ ed 
such  a  <uiii.  The  only  answer  that  could  he  made  was  that  he  en- 
lisled  too  early  in  the  war:  that  the  hoiinty  wa-  iioi  paid  until  iM'rJ, 
ami  then  only  to  those  who  enlisted  at  that  time.  !  )o  you  wonder 
that  he  comidained  <d' inju<l  it'c  w  hen  he  know  s  I  hat  the  town  thai  he 
ser\ed  so  taithlally  hou^lil  men  in  1S(;|.  |Kiyiiii;'  as  hi^•h  a-  n-JC.o  each, 
and  that  tlii'^e  men  de-erled  Indorc  lea\iiiij:  tlie  >tate'.- 

In  .lanuary.  lS(il.  the  town  N'olcd  to  set  apaH  a  suitahle  plot  oT 
i;round  in  the  pnldic  c(anetery.  to  he  used  hereat'ler  lor  creciiiii;'  a 
momiineni  to  the  s(ddiers  Iroiu  this  town.  \\  ho  Ikinc  tallen  (W  died,  or 
who  may  hei-ealler  fall  or  die.  in  the  service  (d  their  country.  The 
intention  (d'  this  \dte.  undoul»i ediy.  was  only  tor  tlie  ereciioiiora 
nKmumciil.  and  perhaps  today  il  a  monument  was  to  he  erected  some 
ol  her  local  ion  \\'ould  he  chosen  ;  luwerl  Indess  1  h(die\  t'  siicii  a  plot  ol 
»;round  --hould  he  set  aside  lor  the  n>-e  (d'  our  local  (irand  Arm\-  Tost, 
where  they  can  lay  away  such  of  their  comrade*  as  ha\e  no  Imrial 
lot.  and  no  Iriends  to  hury  them. 

To  ui\ea  history  (d'  tlie  service  ol  the  men  (d  tins  town  would  he 
thelii-tory  ol  the  war.  They  N\cre  in  the  hal  t  les  ol' the  reniiisular. 
at  the  Secmid  liull  l!nn.  Antietani.  IJoamd^e  Island.  Frederick-huri;, 
( 'hanc(dlors\;lle,  ( leti  y-hiiri;-.  in  the  W  ilderness.  aliout  l»ichmoiid.  in 
the  Shenandoah  \'alh\v,  maifhed  ^\■itll  .Sherman  t(»  the  sea.  and  in  ad- 
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[<)i'0()itcn,  or  entirely  vuiluiow  n  \n  tlif  |irc-ciil  general itui. 

One  of  Ihe  men  who  in  ISdl  nitcicd  iii-  n;niic  on  ilic  nm-icr  roll  lo 
.-('r\('  lo  yonr  er<Hiif  lor  'A  yai's  in  Sunit<  r  wln'n  lii<-  tii-i  -lidi 

\\a>  lired  and  se\('ial  ol'  y<»nr  I.hi\s  >a\\  liir  while  ihi^-  ;is  ii  w.i- 
t  Iii'ow  11  (Uir  at  ApiHinial  tox.  'I'lu'v  fiidnn'd  I  hr  ini\ at  i(ni-  and  hnd- 
ships  oT  w  ar.  in  l»i\  (uiae,  ( »n  liai  I  Iriidd.  in  In i-i»ii a  I in  pri-Mii  |ii  ii>. 
and  (HI  tlio  mareh.  not  lor  llaar  own  ulory.  Iml  r(M'  tlic  honor  and 
U'lory  «>t  ihcir  lown  and  stale  and  lliai  llic  nation  mi^hl  i-c  |irc.-rr\ i-d. 
1  »o  \  ou  (|Ue-l  ion  thi-  slaltMiMin  r  Aslv  an\  man  I  liat  f\t'r  laced  i  lie  -hoi 
and  shell  of  hallle,  what  it  wa<  that  l^ept  hini  in  hi-  plare  wiien-  the 
ininie-halls  \\ ere  N\hi-llini;-  hyliis  car,-,  ihc  shell-  weic  e  \  1 1  lodi  1 1;;  i  ii 
ihc  ranks,  and  th«'  ^rape  and  (<'ain-tcr  were  niowini;'  hi-  coniradc- 
down.  aiidhe  will  nearly  always  idl  \ouit  wa~;  the  tlK^mhl  o|  hi- 
tricnds  at  home,  and  what  they  would  -ay  td  him  il  he  tailed  in  ihi- 
lu.nr  or  I  rial. 

W  hile  tlie  men  in  the  li(dd  \vci-c  li-htin-'  lli<'  hatti<'>  ol  lh<'  war.  and 
Ihc  men  at  home  were  workinu'  to         others  to  (ill  (heir  [ilaccs  a- 

lliey  lell  out.  the  women  (  d'  Sol  1 1  ll  I » lid  L;e  were  11, ,1   idle.  In 

<n\u'ani/ed  a  Soldiers"  /\id  Society  and  liomthal  time  until  thcclo-i- 
ot  the  war  they  were  constantly  workim;-  lor  tho-c  in  tlu'  licld.  They 
ludd  lairs  tor  the  purpose  o!  i^cttiiiii,  money  and  had  t  liei r  meci  i n^ s 
nearly  cNcry  week,  to  prepare  such  ariicde-  ol  comloii  ;i-  wnc  needed 
h\-  t  he  sick  and  wounded  -oldier-.  'idieiionly  reward  wa-  ilie--(eMl 
hle>s  t  he  women  (d  the  coiinlry."'  ullereiMi)  the  -o  Id  ie  r  a  -  he  leeei  \ - 
ed  these  delicacies  prepare(l  h\  iIkmii. 

The  names  <d'  indi\  idua!  -(ddier-  have  heen  omit  led  inthi-  papt  r. 
tor  tiie  reason  that  il  would  he  impo--ilde  to  ,-i\  c  the  iia  nie-  .  d  a  1 1 . 
and  to  sinii'le  «»iil  and  ,i;i\e  the  name-  <»l  a  lew  would  a|ipe;ir  id  place 
them  aho\('  the  other-.  They  were  repre-cntat  i\ e  men  <d  the  town- 
heinu'  men  Irom  all  the  ranks  ol  lite.  As  we  look  o\er  the  li-t  (d' 
names  wc  liiid  ilie  i)role--ional  mam  the  -t  udent .  t  he  media  idc  a  nd 
the  common  lalxwer,  and  nearly  c\eryiiian  who  entered  i  he  -ei-\ it-c 
troiii  tlie  resident  population  ol  Soul  hluidut'.  pel  roinied  ihe  dut'c-  ,.| 
the  soldier  <n-  saihtr  in  such  a  manner  a-  to  rdleci  credit  nui  onlv 
upon  th(MnselNe>  hut  aU**  u|>on  the  lown  Irom  wlieiice  they  came. 

W  hen  w  ar  t-ea<ed  and  \  iclory  had  la-ow  iied  tlieellort-  u\  ihe  meat 
alin\  ol  which  1  hey  were  a  pail,  they  reiuined  lo  iheir  home-,  and 
(piie|l\'  to((k  their  place>  in  1  he  rank-;  ot  ci\ il  lite,  ihereli\  wiiiniiiua 
^fcaler  \-ietory  at  hound  ha  n  w  a  -  e\or  won  sui  i  lie  liidd  (d  l.ai  t  !e.  and 
inoNiiii:,'  to  the  world  that  the  i!,o\ einincn I  i<tr  which  they  had  lieen 
ti.^htini;'  had  in  it  the  slreiii^ih  to  mcei  and  -urmoiinl  all  oh-iatde-. 

'Idie  kind  ol  men  t  hat  t  hi-  t  ow  n  and  -tale  -em  w  a-  receiii  1  \  [lori  i-a  \  ed 
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cloijllCIlt  I y  tliail  word-  (d    niillf  nuiltl  do  il  .  Iiy    dill'  (d  the  lr;id- 

iiii;'  sl;it c.-iiK'ii  of  Ihc  d;iy  \\\i>>  n«'i  in  iIk'  -t'l  vicc.  '1'Ih'  Ihni.  (iro. 
l'\  ill  an   addros  dtdi\cri'd    ;ii    (  .i|  I  ysliui^'    l)»  Imic    llic  -iir- 

\  i\ ors  of  I  he  ir.lli  M;iss.  Ia>t  S<'|)1  rmlM-r.  >;iid  : 

Vrl  aiii  ly  I  lia\i'  no  tilN'  lo  tii'^|i;i<<  tJii  ihc  uiduiid  tlif-c  men 
lia\(' occupied.  I  c;in  only,  out  oT  IIm'  alMindancf  ol  the  lieart,  e\- 
l»|-e-s  \\li:it  I  <liai-e  willl  the  wliole  A  inelic;!  ii  liedplc.  liiy  jirojuiind 
L;,i-alit  iide  lor  the  ufcat  woil^done  licii'.  and  my  iirolonnil  re\ereiice 
lor  the  I'liaracter  of  the  men  wlio  (hi!  it.  !l  ha-  heeii  tin-  rare  l<nlnne 
<  d  the  America  11  peo|  de  I  o  ha  \  <■  e||^•a^(■l  1  ill  \  wo  w  a  i<  -  I  i  le  war  ( d  the 
l,'e\  ohit  ion  and  t  he  w  ar  I  or  t  he  i '  iiion.  I  inm  w  hich  t  he  mot  i\  e-  and  t  he 
lias.-idii-  (d'  wai'  were  ahno>t  wiiojly  ali-eiit.  In  them  hnih  the  -(ddier 
\\a-  siihordinate  io  tiie  citi/en.  TIh'  military  -cliooj  ol  ihe  lour  \ears 
ol  war  lor  Ihe  (  nion,  like  that  ol  itie  i;e\ oliii  i(ni.  iii-tead  (d'  iinliniiii^ 
men  lor  tlie  dutie-  ol  lile.  made  them  in  ^•elll•ral  lieiicr  men  and  her- 
ler  citi/en-.  \  <m  lind  in  that  hi-tory,  cr(tw(led  a-  it  i-  wiih  hero- 
ism and  acllie\a'meiit .  little  (d  t  he  lo\  c  (  d'  ad  \  eiit  ni  i'.  lit  1  ]e  ol  |)eiMiIial 
amiiilioii.  little  e\cn  oj  the  pa--ion  tor  military  .uloiy  or  the  de-ire 
lor  human  lame.     I'niy,  tin'  los<'  ol  country,  tin-  lo\e  ol  Ireedoiu. 

llie    de-ire    I'dr    Jieac*'    -llie-e    Were     the    co  1 1 1  r(  d  I  i  u  i:'    m(»li\e-    ol  tlie 

American  citi/en  soldier.    W'e  know  thi-to  lia\c  heeii  true  in  Ma-- 
sacdni-etts.    We  Ixdiexc  ii  to  ha\e  lu-eii  a-  true  ol  the  wh(d<'  country.'" 
^^'I'lK'y  rouL;Iil  iK.t  lor  the  wreath  the  \ic|or  w.'ar<: 

They  heard  with  joy  war's  cdarioii  cease: 
A  lli^■her.  lioliei' aim  than  I'ame  was  their-; 
'Idu'y  loiiuht.  tliey  hkal  ;iloiie  lor  peat'e."" 

\  i:ri:i;ANs  riii-:  !;i-:s'i'  (  i  rizi:,\s. 

*-ir  \ou  would  -eeU  anywhere  the  he,-t  town  (dlici'r.  the  he-t  leu'i^- 
lator.  the  ]h'<\  e\etaili\-e  (dlicer.  the  he-t  mall  ill  e\er\  pr(de<-ioii.  tlu' 
hest  iieiL;']il  lor.  t  he  mo-t  t  lai.-led  ad\ i-er  and  coun-(dlor.  ilie  s(di(re<i. 
ihe  (piietest.  the  most  pcacea  hie  cil  i/eii.  you  -eels  iliiii  and  yoii  lllld 
liim  amoni:,'  t  he  \-e|i'raiis  of  the  (  'i\  il  War.  The  kc-t  place  to  liud 
wliat  i-  called  militaiiMu.  wlial  in  a  h;id  -eii-^e  is  called  i  he  niilitar\- 
sjiiril — liie  -pirit  which  would  disi-e^ard  the  re-lraiiits  (  :  cou-iitu- 
lional  ^oxcrnmenl .  which  W(Mild  lend  itself  to  the  temjiiatiou-  oi 
pers<uial  amhitioii— would  he  a  coiii]iany  (d  (dd  siddier-. 

The  peo])le  will  lores'cr  \n\r  and  Inuior  tlie  name-  (d  the  iiieat  com- 
manders -of  (Jranr.  <d'  Sherman.  <d'  SlKaidan,  (d  Mead<'  and  the 
otlieis  in  that  -tar-hriuht  and  inmiojial  catal<ii;ue.  Hut  w<'  homtr 
tlitaii  only  a-  they  are  s\nih(ds  and  repre-ent  at  i\  cs  of  the  ciii/en 
soldier.  ( i  ra  lit .  ^\■it  h  hi-  tpiiet  constancy,  with  hi-  unerriiii:'  Judu- 
iiieiit .  wit li  his  simple  iiMulc-t y.  \\\\\\  hi-  ah<(dute  inti'urii y  :  Sheridan, 
with  hi-  da,  him;'  conra^'e.  hi-  (dear  \i-ioii.  his  prom]itne-:^  in  ^rcat 
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rmcr^-ciu'y ;  Slicnnaiu  willi  lii-  inasteily  si  lately,  liis  loynl  Irifml- 
ship,  his  lovin*;;  heart;  Mcud<\  with  liis  modesty,  his  palioicr. 
his  thorouii,)!  devotioii  to  (hit.y — all  tlicse  witii  llicir  uns»'lii>h 
h)ve  ol  tht'ii'  country  arc  iouiid.  if  not  in  deu'rcc,  yet  in  kind,  in 
cNcry  conijcmy  and  in  CN'cry  rani;  throuiih  the  einii'<.'  ainiy.  (jrant 
and  Slicrnnin  and  Shcridaii  and  Mcadc;  thc\'  are  hut  oilier  names; 
they  are  hut  syndtols  lor  the  American  s(ddier  ot  the  armies  ot  the 
ruion." 


lluiitatjaitg  Utsicrtcat  $uUh  $cafleis. 
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\V»'  Wud  the  i;'C'iu'nI<);^'ic:il  nee  ol'  tlu'  Mari-y  laniily  iinnly  rooted  in 
Irish  soil.  TIr-  iiainc  ai)i)('ai's  to  have  t-oiiic  into  Xoi'inaiuly  w  il li  1J(»1  la 
in  uri,  tlR'nc'c  it  went  into  Eni^land  with  Williain  the  ( 'on(]uci-oi-  in 
1()H8,  and  bccainc  wvy  connnon  in  Chesliirc,  w  lierc  th(.'  ortho^^rapli y  is 
now  uni\ crsal ly  Mdsscy  oi'  Massie. 

One  of  tlic  carru'st  ancestors  was  lii<2,h  sheiill'ol  J.inR'rick'.  Iielaiul; 
he  wa'^  the  <;'randl'ather  of  ,lo!in  Marey  ol  ^^'oodsl ock,  of  whom  the 
lirst  ^vl•itten  notice  is.  that  he  lo(»lvlhe  co\cnant  \\'ith  the  clnircli  in 
IJoxhin-y  ot  which  .John  Kliot  was  tlie  ])astor  in  >hirch.  ICS"). 

Tlie  date  ot  the  birth  ot  .John  Maicy  is  (.(iuiiMited  troin  the  dale  on 
his  tombstone  in  the  cemetery  at  Woodstock,  to  lia\  e  been  al)out  the 
year  1  le  married  Sarali  I ladlocl;,  dani^hter  ot  James  and  Sarah 

1  )rai)er  Hadlocl;  ot  K(.xbury.  ^"  Tlie  llo\bui-y  [xMtph'  were  the  best 
that  came  trom  Kn^laiul  and  tilled  many  ot  the  lushest  oHices  in  the 
colonial  i^dN'ei-niiH'nt.  No!hin<i,"  \sas  lacl^in^'  Jor  tlR'ir  <;rowth  and 
l)ros[ieiity  but  a,  larger  area  ot  territoiy,  their  limits  beiiii;  so  scanty 
and  incapable  ot  enlargement  that  se\'eral  [lersons  were  comixdled  to 
mo\e  out  ot  the  town  and  colony.  'I'he  inconvenience  ami  tiidiculty 
arisln<;-  from  tliesc  straiteiK'd  linuts  induced  its  selectmen  I0  jx'tition 
the  _i;'eneral  court  in  Oct()l)er,  10S;i,  Jor  a  liact  of  land  seven  miles 
s(juarein  tlie  Xii)muck  country  for  the  I'lilar^-ement  ot  the  to\\ii,  and 
tlie  encoura;4'enR'nt  ot  its  iidiabitants.  'i'hi>  re(juest  was  «4ianted  vn 
certain  conditions  :  One  was,  that  families  be  sett  led  on  said  j  dan  tat  ion 
^^■it bin  three  years  and  maintain  tliere  an  able  and  (Jrlhodox  (btd^- 
minister,  'i'he  plantini;-  of  lier  colony  A\  as  \  iewed  by  lioxbur}'  as  a"r:,ra  v< 
and  monu'iUous  all'air.  'l\>wn  meetini;s  were  chieily  oc(aii»ied  with  tiR> 
arrangin<>' for  the  a])[)roachini;- exodus.  I'lans  and  |,'(  [ixit'ons  wei-e 
discussed  in  i)u))lic  and  i)i'ivate,  a.nd  jjcopb'  w  ere  oi:l  v-  i'eco:_"i.;/  -d  -n 
tiic  cai»acity  (d  -ioers  and  slayers.    A  mnubei-  of  pioneers  volunte(-i ed 
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|(>  out  early  in  the  spriiii;'  in  :itl\ ;inci' ol  tlic  oilier^.  Ini'iil^  iiii  land, 
plant  it  and  make  sonic  i»ir|tai'al  ion  lur  the  main  Ixtdy  ol  cohnii^ls." 

.lulin  Marr\'  A\as  one  <d  lli<'  tliiitcfii  pii)nccr>  who  \r{[  l!o\l>iiiy 
al)onl  tin-  lirst ol'  Ai)|-il,  ICSd.  I'.y  llicntli  ol' April  ihcy  liinl  taken  ar- 
tnal  possession  oT  the  land  i^'ranled  to  lloxhnry  and  called  hy  iluan, 
Nt'w  lloxh2iry^  and  hy  the  natives,  Wnpinindssi  t.  'I'hcy  I'onnd  a  descried 
wilderness;  no  Indian  inhahitaiU  s  were  \  isihlc  :  Ua'ir  fort  <  and  \  ilia  i;es 
liad  heen  h'V(dled;  their  c(n-n  Tndds  liad  run  to  \\.a>te,  Tlie  tiact  was 
as  yet  nirsur\-eyed  and  nidionndc(l.  l^dlowini;  tlie  i-onr>e  otthc  piin- 
eipal  stream  past  a  i)ict nrcs(|ne  lalv*'.  tlieycametoa  ricli,  o]»en  \:illcy; 
a  nohle  Iiill  lay  to  tiie  w est w ard — t  he  \\  (Midsiock  hill  ol  the  prc-ent  ,u(  n- 
eratioii.  <  )n  tliis  "I'hiin  IlilT"  the  pioneers  c>l:d.!i.-~]n'd  th<'ir  head- 
(jnarters,  jmt  np  shidters,  selectc(l  land  ami  [»lanled  it.  and  niailew  hat 
calctdation  was  |)os-ihlc  lor  the  eominj;'  c(doiiy. 

()!'  the  life  <d' John  .Marey  uc  eati  old)'  )ndL;('  hy  reading'  the  hi<t(n'y 
(d'  tlie  tow  n  ol'  \\'oodst( »ck  :  from  that  we  learn  that  he  was  always 
foremost  in  the  i)i'(»i;res-i\('  moNcmcnts  of  his  time.  The  csiiinaic  of 
character  and  (liunit y  ot  i he  [irincipal  men  id'  Woodstctck  N\  as  shown 
in  1722  hy  the  priority  (tf  ri,i;ht  that  each  had  in  the  hn-ation  (d'  their 
pews  in  the  meet im;- lionse.  d'heir  ]  i:;ht  of  ehoice  tor  location  is  rc- 
eoi'ileil,  and  dohn  >hircy  si  ood  <i  xt  h  in  t  he  c-t  imai  ion  (d  t  lio<e  w  ho<c 
10  names  were  reeorded. 

ile  (hed  l>vceniher  21.  1721,  a;;'ed  (W;  year>.  His  wife  li\'ed  nntil 
17  hi.  'I'hey  hadidevcn  childi'cn  w  ho  were  all  li\  ini;  w  lien  dolm  .Marcy 
made  his  will  a  year  hidorc  lie  died.  We  can  indite  sonietliiiii;'  ol  the 
liian  and  what  he  had  a<'conipli^hed  amidst  the  many  hardship-  and 
di^con!•a,l;■ement s  (d'  those  times,  hy  his  will. 

'I'he  will  is  recoided  in  the  prohate  coml  of  Sntlolk  eonidy  in  the 
year  172I5.  His  occnpatioii  i>  recorded  a<  hu>handman.  He  made  his 
(ddest  son,  dohn.  hi-  execntor.    d'he  w  ill  I'eads  : 

i;i\('  my  sonl  nnto  t  he  hand<  of  ( iod  that  ,L;a\»'  it.  and  my  I  tody  to 
the  earth  to  he  decent  1}'  i)nried  at  the  di-crelioii  ol  my  exeeuiors  here- 
after named,  not  donhtiiiii,'  that  thr(m^li  the  mrril  of  desiis  (  liri-t.  my 
only  Sa\'ionr  and  lledccmcr,  I  ,-lial!  recei\('the  same  at  the  i-csnrrcc- 
tioii  of  the  jus!  hy  the  miuhty  p(»w('r  ol  (io(l."  After  })id\idin;;-  f(M 
his  funeral  expeii-es,  he  i;ives  to  hi<  l)clo\cd  w  ife,  Sarah.  •■!)  p(»nnd-  a 
year  in  li'ood  hil Is  of  pnhlic  credit  to  he  paid  hy  his  children  in  espial 
pai'ts  (piarteidy.  I  al-o  iii\e  nnto  her  dni  ini;-  her  heiiii;'  my  w  idow  the 
sole  iise  (d'  my  hesl  chandier  with  ini;re.-.s.  egress  and  re^i-es<.  al-o  a 
hc('  and  fui'iiiture  at  her  discretion,  nei-essary  \ileii>i|s  \^^\^  her  cham- 
her  and  the  si'ppcrt  of  her  life  and  snllicient  lirewood  hoih  for  c<dd 
and  iiot  Nveal'.K'r  <o  he  hroni^ht  to  her  i)y  my  children  eipially."'  d'he 
•■cinainder  oi  lii>  pro|»ert  \-  he  di\  ided  cipially  amoni;'  hi>  (de\cn  i  hildreii 
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<iii(>  t'oiiditioii  :  -'SinMiii;' ;il\\:iys  tlinl  what  I  lia\  (' nih'aiUM'd  to  jiii}- 
ol  tlit'iii  t'oi-  llicir  |)i'(»iii()ti(»ii  and  scl  1  IfinciU  in  llir  woi  ld  lo  he."  'I'lie 
will  \\a<  ,-i^ncd.  JuIdl  Marc.ij^  w  illi  a  mark  ami  a  -cal. 

Tlie  i)r(»iK'rty  was  aitiwaiMMl  ai  W dod-iock  iIm-  liMli  and  IMtli  <d  Jan- 
uary, 17"J1.  '1'Ih'  \alu<'  of  ('Ncrytliini;-  i-  ;;i\i'n  in  pounds  and  [iciuc. 
'riic  liouu'stcad  lo(  i'oir-i-tcd  ol'lorly  acres.  'riiiTc  wvvv  tlircf  hun- 
dred aci'cs  (d'  land  i»ailly  in  WOod^-lock  and  |)arlly  in  Ashtoitl.  hi  li\t' 
st(K'k  wei'e  ^'^  cows.  .'{S  ^hocp  and  S  hoi'sc-.    Tlic  i-olor  (d'  each 

horse  was  i;i\-cn  and  tlie  Nalue.  His  own  weariinj,'  apjKirel  was  \  alued 
at  11  iM>nnds  and  S  shillinus.  Tiiere  were  uundH'rle-<  tilings  n)en- 
lioncd,  with  theii-  (jueer  sonndini;-  names,  whicli  ha\e  only  ln'comc 
known  to  many  of  us  in  the  past  two  or  three  yeais  by  our  awakened 
interest  in  our  l'or(dathcis  crcat('<l  hy  this  lii-torical  society.  'I'liis 
estat<'  of  dohu  Marcy  was  vahu'd  at  liiiJl)  pound-,  11  shilling-;  and 
p<'iu'e.  'riien  this  cdause  was  aild<'d  to  the  inventory:  That,  for  tlie 
supp(»rt  ol  the  family  there  was  somuclicorn,  harley.  [.eas  and  ^^heat, 
also  live  han-els  of  ••syder.'" 

Of  the  el<'\ en  children  of  .John  ^larcy,  the  one  w  ho-^e  descendaids 
ha\'e  heen  idciitilied  witli  this  conununity  was  Ins  sixth  son,  Moses, 
\\ho  was  horn  in  Woodstock  in  1702;  at  the  time  (d'  his  tathei'"s  death 
he  \\as  22  3  cars  of  a,i;(',  and  1)>'  iiis  father's  w  ill  he  had  pre\  iousl\'  been 
<4iven  .'{S  pound-  for  his  j)r(»motion  ajid  settlement  :  lie  had  manied  the 
yeai-  lud'ore,  in  Auij,u>t,  172;{,  riudene<'  .Morris,  i;randdaunht er  of 
Lieut.  lOdwai'd  Morri.-,  one  ol  the  oriij,inal  settlers  (»f  \\'oo(lst ock. 

'•There  were  some  lhinL;s  rat  her  romantic  in  l  lio-e  da\  s  as  \\ ell  a^  in 
modern  times  in  unit  tci's  of  lo\c,  courtship,  and  niaia  iai;e.  'j'he  [lai- 
ents  of  Miss  rrudeiice  did  not  like  the  ])roposed  connection  hetwcen 
Mr.  Marcy  and  their  dau;j:hter  so  in  oi'ih'i-  to  secure  her  elVectuall}' 
a;4'ainst  his  \  isits,  they  shut  her  up  in  a  chanilu'i',  hut  as  much  a<  they 
nduht  Ihiidv  they  had  raised  her  al)o\e  him,  they  did  not  i;ct  her  ipiite 
hii;h  enough.  He  wont  in  the  ]n;;!it  \\itli  a  stick  or  lishiui;'  rod  and 
knocked  >i,-ently  on  the  w  indow  w  here  he  had  ascertained  >he  was  con- 
lined.  A  sununon^  to  w  hic-h  she  inn ued lately  attended  hy  ojieniiii;'  the 
window.  At  t his  inter\ iew  it  was  ai^rced  that  he  sh(<uld  dejiari  out. 
of  the  nei^hhorhooil  to  a  [dace  called  rimrno.  ami  she  wa-  to  _)re\ail 
on  her  parents — lier  lo\oi'  heini;'  :j,"(uu'.  and  tio  loni;oi'  any  dau^ei- — to 
permit  her  lo;:,o  to  Tindico  to  \  isil  her  friends.  Thi-  -he  ellected  on 
c<uidition  that  (he  maid  servant  of  the  house  should  accompany  hei\ 
to  which  she  had  no  oh!ecti(»ir<.  She  nuide  se\-ei-al  (d  these  ^■isits  and 
it  need  hardly  he  told  to  those  who  kuitw  tlu'  ail,  and  i)erse\o!'anci'  of 
Inu'  lo\ers,  that  at  the>e  \  isit<  mean^  wore  (.•onl  ri\od  to  carry  on  the 
coui'tshii)  and  the  i-esult  was  Mi^<  i'rudence  hecame  the  wife  of 
Moses  Marcy.' 


111  I7;{2.  Moses  Mnrcy  luoN'cd  hi-  l.tiiiily  ol'  li\-<'  cliildrcii  to  \vli;it  is 
HOW  Sunt lihridi^c  but  wliirii  wu'^  tlu'ii  iicMrly  ;i  wilderness,  lli-  li\rd 
on  t  he  north  side  td'  the  (^uiliebaui;-  ri\  ('l-  sonicw  licre  hetwreii 
river  and  the  intervale ;  tlie  territory  h(doni;cd  to  (Kloid  and  in  tlie 
liistory  of  that  town  hy  DaiTuds  tliis  incident  i-  ;j,i\en:  "Mo-e<  >hiiey 
of  Oxford  had  an  Indian  woman  sold  liini  by  the  eonrt  prior  to  1717. 
That  year  he  was  disehar^ed  fi-oni  his  bond;  she  liaNiiii;  made  \\a\' 
with  iiersidt,  after  hax  ini;'  t  ried  to  mnrder  her  mi>tres-."" 

The  first  imi»ro\-ement  of  tlie  wat ei-] tower  (d  liie  < Juiiicbanu'  IHM'r 
in  this  town  was  the  erection  of  a  saw-mill  by  Moses  Mai'cy  in  17.'{2. 
the  year  he  m<»ved  here  from  Woodstock.  The  mill  was  jocjitcd  at  the 
southeast  end  of  the  present  dam,  iK'ar  tlie  Centra!  .Mills.  At  a 
mef'tini;' ol  tlie  Medli(dd  proprietors  of  the  ;;iant  ol'  land,  now  Sliir- 
brid'j,e,  ludd  in  17.'';^,  it  was  Voted:  "'["hat  Mo-~e<  Marcy  ha\('  acres 
of  land  ;;-raiited  him,  if  he  will  build  a  urist-mill  on  the  (^>uinebau!i; 
where  he  has  built  a  saw-mill,  to  be  coini)leled  before  the  last  (d'  Sep- 
ttauber,  M'AC)'' ;  three  year>  allowed  tor  buildiiii;  a  -ti'ucture  that  would 
be  accomidished  in  as  many  \\eeks  to-<lay.  The  location  of  the  saw- 
mill and  ^•ri>t-mill  erected  by  Mo>cs  Marcy  wa>  a  jioint  lo  be  icached 
by  roads.  Fii-st,  in  the  direction  of  \\'oodst( Kd<.  a<  at  that  time,  that 
town  had  been  setth'd  58  years.  The  second  roail  wa^  to  ( )\ ford,  that 
town  lun'ing  been  set  tied  ;n  years.  Then  it  became  nece<sai-\-  to  ac- 
commodate the  ]»ioneers  settled  in  jVcw  Mnljidd.  or  St u rbrid^c,  and 
Dudley.  All  these  i-oads  were  bed  It  at  tirsl  with  the  de-iiiii  of  i-eai-li- 
in^i'  these  mills  in  the  sh(Mlest  and  mo~t  coiiM-nient  way.  This  ^ri.-t- 
mill  was  also  l(»cated  on  the  soulhe;i-t  side  (d'  theii\er  Ju^i  ludow 
t  he  sa\v-mii  1  bet  ween  t  he  soul  h  end  ol  t  he  pi-esent  dam  and  llie  <  eii- 
tral  Mills. 

The  lirst  purchase  of  land  made  by  Moses  Maicy  was  two  hundi-ed 
acrt!S  for  .^•JOOO.  !  le  soon  after  added  many  ai-res  more  to  hi-  lir-t  pui  - 
chase,  which  made  him  the  principal  owner  ot  land  in  lhi<  \ieinity. 
This  latter  i)urchase,  consistim;-  of  li'!!  acre^.  included  the  land  upon 
which  was  afterwards  located  the  centci-  village  (d  Southbridi^c. 

( 'olonel  Moses  Marc3' commenced  life  in  moderalc  cii'cum-lances, 
but  soon  rose  to  a  position  (d' (list inclioii  in  ,Slurbridii,<'  and  \  icanity. 
Previous  to  1740,  he  built  the  main  part  ol  the  Marcy  Iioum-:  the  <me- 
story  (dl  was  add*  (1  latei-:  aftei  wai-(N  that  was  moved  '  >  '  and  the 
t  w'o-story  addition  ^\•as  made  as  it  stands  to-day.  The  -(,ui  bw  e>i  idmn 
on  the  lirst  floor  is  linished  with  a  line  wainscotin,:;'  and  h  ic/e.  and 
until  two  j'Cars  a;j,'o,  a  painting'  <ui  the  |ian(d  of  N\-ood  over  ilie  manltd 
wa.s  to  1)0  seen.  That  it  mi^'ht  be  re^l(M-ed  and  preserveil,  Mr-.  A.  .1. 
UartholoUKWN'  had  it  remo\cd.  ^'ou  all  know  of  the  di-po-ition 
(d'this  house  w  hie b  should  ha \  e  been  rei a ined  i n  1 1  le  famih'  or  deeded  to 


tliis  histoi-ic'il  society  to  hr  used  nlway-:  :i>  a  home  for  its  collect loiis 
ot  liistoric  relics  and  papers. 

Mo<es  Mai'c\-  \\  a<  coiiiiiii-si(  iiied  by  t  In' ueiicia  I  court  t  o  ca  II  1 1  le  ti  i--t 
town  iiiectiiii;  in  St  iirliiidu'c  and  N\a-  UKidi'rat  i»r  ii.r  ~il  (  <  .n.-ecui  i \e 
meetings,  lie  was  the  lirst  icpresent  a  I  i  ve  oi  the  town  at  tlie  ^cnei-al 
(.'oni  t.  lie  was  ei;^]it  \  eai-s  town  t  reasurci- ;  t<)wn  (dcii^  ciLilileen  years, 
and  s(dectnian  tliii  ty-one  years.  Some  years  lie  li<dd  all  these  ollices 
at  one  time. 

Mo-:es  riimpton.  in  his  histor\-  (d'  Sout  hhridi;-e,  ^iNcs  the  I'ollowini^ 
account  (d  the  allolmenl,  (d'  the  pew  -  to  Ik-  huilt  in  the  lii  -t  chuich  in 
Sturhridu'c.  A  conunittce  was  cho>en  to  lot,  out  the  room  lor  jicws, 
oli-er\  ini;'  the  lollow  inu,'  instiaicl  i<>ns  :  ••  'j'o  ha\-e  due  i-cL^ai'd  to  aue>  t  o 
the  lir>l  hei^ininni;'  in  lo\vn  --and  to  their  hearinii' chai-u;es  in  tow  n  and 
to  theii- u-(dulnes-;."'  The  c<)mmittee  was  Daintd  l''i>k<',  (\>\.  .Mo<es 
Marcy.  -and  Deacon  Isaac  N'ewell.  Their  duty  in  Ihi-  matter  wa<  i  rtily 
a  d(dicate  on<'.  Xo  less  than  to  de<ii;nate  t he  most  merit oriou-;  man  in 
town,  the  second,  third  and  -<t  mi  down.  Tlu-  committee  made  it-  re- 
port as  app<iiiUed.  ihat.  accoidinu'  t o  the  inst ructions  i;i\('n  tin-in  h}' 
t  he  town,  the  tollosviin;'  persoir-;  ouuht  to  ha\-e  the  scN'cral  jiew  spots 
and  t  he  lilieii y  <»|  pitching;-  in  the  tol  low  i ni;-  ( u'der  :  Moses  .Marcy,  lir-t  ; 
Henry  I'dske,  second;  Deacon  Isaac  Xewadl.  thiid.  and  so  on.  It  the 
li^ht  <d'  pliren(dou'y  had  shone  at  that  tiuu'.  it  mi^'ht  ha\-e  discos  ered 
in  t  he  tM'ainums  of  t  wo  ol  th<'  connnillee,  .Moses  .Maicy  .and  Isaac 
Xe  wel  I,  a  pret  t\'  ma  ni  test  de\(dopment  of  the  ori;an  ol  S(d  r-esle(an, 
heini^,  in  t heir  ow  11  jirl^nieiit,  number-  one  andtliree;  the  other, 
Dan!(d  l'"i>^ke,  was  more  nn)de.-t ,  lieinv;  put  at  nund)ei-  six.-  He  was 
jtrohahly  younii'er  than  the  ((thei-.  'idieic  is  no  (lon!)t,  howt'scr,  that 
!iad  this  sea  le  of  merit  heen  maile  h}  tin'  \dtes  ot  tln^  town,  Moses 
.Marc}'  would  ha\-e  heen  placed  at  the  head  and  the  others  nearly  as 
they  w('|-e  arranged  l)\-  the  committee,  tor  their  |-ei)ort  was  accei)ted 
and  ordered  to  he  put  on  I'ecoi'd. 

Tlie  town  records  and  the  testimoii}'  of  livini;'  witn(\sses  show  that 
he  exerted  loi-  inan\'  y<';irs  a  controllim;'  inlluence  in  the  i-(dii:ion-  and 
municipal  interests  ot  the  tow  n,  and  was,  heyond  a  doubt,  ^\ithout  any 
d isjta I'M >;"en lent  to  others,  1  he  leadiii^'  in. -in  in  t  he  community  .  He  not 
only  possessed  hii;h(jualiticat  ion>  for  ci\il  duties  l)ut  also  for  tho>e 
of  a  military  character ;  he  hcdd  the  rank  of  i  icm  .  <  !  in  the  ndli- 

I ary  company  of  t  he  tow  n  and  hi-  son.  I'dijah,  w  ;i-  a  pri  \  ;ile  in  t  hi'  -a me 
reuiment ,  whicli  marched  l(M' t he  lidief  of  fort,  \\  illiam  Henry  in 
lir.'.b 

At  t  he  t  ime  t  III'  cohmi-l-  declared  tliem<el\-es  i  nde]  leiident .  MoS(»s 
.Marcy  had  had  the  expericin'c  of  se\eidy  >ear<  :.iid  w  as  1  lioi'oui;hly 
\crsed  i  n  a  II  t  he  t  real  meiH  of  the  mother  countr\  inwaril  th(an  ;  he 


rrpic-clitiMl  llii'  KiW  11  ill  the  ui-iifr:il  (■(lUil  :it  1  hi- t  iiiH'.  TIp'  -tl-uu- 
i:lr  Im  iiiilijifipiciiri'  hiiil  pn  I- rt'--<Ml  (Uily  iwn  yi'.ir<  liduic  lii-  iliMili. 
\\  h.-n  vt'iy  IccM.'  iic-;ii-  ilic  (■).-(•  ,,1  hi-  lilf.  Ill-  rrijUc-iiMl  iliai  ih<' 
Uiililai-y  rouipniiy  (,[  ihr  l^w  n  -liuiilil  \,r  j  ki  r;i(li 'il  I  1  < -i-.-  hi  -  lii  mi<.-  i  h;i  t 
111'  lilii:lit  -fi'  t  hi'lll  olU'C  liiurt'.  'I'iic  I'tMiUi'-l  \\  ;l-  l-i-;iilily  UT;in!ril  iiiul 
ihc  inUT\ii-w  wa-  -Mlniiu  and  atl'crliim-.      llr  On.       177'.i.  l^av- 

iiiii'  a  hir-c  r-iati-  and  a  luiiiicrou-  laiully.  Hi-  witc  i'rudriu-f.  liad 
ili'  il  in  Maicli  <.t  ih''  -am.-  \far. 

'1  la'y  liad  cli'N  i-ii  rlii  !ilr<-ii.  and  hy  lln'  niarriaLi'c-  'd'  !hi'-<^  i-hildrdi. 
ill''  Marry-  arc  on  lit -I'll 'd  witli  nni-i  i>\  the  old  laiiiilii'-  in  rhi-  \  ifiniiy. 
\\y  the  niania-i'  uj  th<_'ir  ilaii-htiT.  hi.roihy.  ili^y  ;ir<'  cdniicrt'-fl  willi 
the  1  )rt'-.-rr-.  >li('  married  Kirharil  I)ii'--.rr,  lathi-r  id  llarvi-y  l)rc-- 
.-(■r.  Anutlii-r  (.iauuhicr.  Mary,  marrii'tl  1-^ra-iiiu-  l>ahhiit.  and  ili'-y 
were  tilt'  ureal  ;:'i':intl  iiaiciit.-  Ill  (  harhiittM  n-hnian.  A  .-ini.  I)anii'l, 
iiiarrirdi  Jlaniiali  .Moi  ri-  i>i  hiulh  y.  and  their  di'.-t.'fndant -  man  led. 
int-i  all  \\ir  piMni!n''nr  laiiiiri«--  .'l  hndlfy.  Aimlhrr  dauu-hi.-r 
iiiarrii'd  ( ii'r-liinn  I'liiiiplun:  thry  wi-w  iln-  ::ra  iidpa  rmi  -  id'  Md-c- 
riiiiiiil<in.  Anotlu'r  dan-hi«'r  iiiarri.-d  ( n  ncrari'inuitliy  Xcw  rll.  w  Im 
huili  tli<'  hnn-c  whcri-  iln'  arii-r  Mr.  W  illard  Tinc-. 

d'hr  ,dd,'-t  -on  ni  M--'-  Maivy.  Jt-dirdiah.  Nsa-  hnrn  in  \\  u,,.\<\uvk 
ill  ll'l').  .-('\i'n  year-  Iil'IiMl'  hi-  laihrr  iii(i\cd  hi-  laiiiily  in  M  nrliriduc 
A\  Ip'ii  h.'  wa-  -I'A  year-  old  he  married  in  171^.  Mary  ]h-;dy  ol  htidlcy. 
ddiry  li\  cd  in  I  )iidl('y  and  he  'w  a-  a  t  radrr.  Hi-  iiaim'  apin'ar,-  in  tin' 
titwii  rtT'ird-  a-  tLiwn  tn-a-urcr  tor  tdt'\cn  year-,  and  -I'li-rtman  ii»r 
I'i-  htecii  year-.  He  \\a-  a  man  w  Im  w  a  -  liii:lily  re-iieeted.  An  in\-eii- 
K.ry  <.>1  hi-  e.-iaie  \\a-  filed  tm-  pr..!,ateai  W  m-eot  er  i  n  ]  7'.r.i.  'j'liey 
had  nine  ehiMreii. 

d'h.-ir  third  -un.  dedediah.  \\a-  h.,in  in  Dndiey  in  177.7.  He  had  ilir 
adi\ania;^'e  nl  li\iiiu'  diiriiii:,  the  lud-r  aetlM'  lileiime  (d'  hi-  u-r.-ind- 
laiher.  (  ol.  Mu-e-  Mare\  .  ihie,'  year-  alier  hi-  -ra  nd  I  al  her"-  deaih. 
lie  married  llnili  Lamed  (d  hudley  aiid  rhey  imt\-ed  to  the  Marey 
lnaiu'-U'ad  in  ><  iiit  hhrid.ui'  w  hich  he  hail  pnrcha-ed  (d'  hi-  lather  in 
I  7'.i'.i.  tm- .s;^.;^;];^  Thi-  -ale  includ<-d  i  he  ^i-i-i-mill  and  -aw-mill  huilt 
liy  Mo-e-  Marry  and  10()  acre-  .d  l.md.  Hi-  name  due-  imt  npin-ar 
aiimiiii- the  ^iuiier-  id  t  he  ]tetiti(m  l(»r  the  iH'ii  pari-h  in  1>(H).  hui  hi- 

airttaLher  had  -i-iied  it  a  year  heiure  lii-  death,  and  :  he  Indd  all 
the  pr<)j)erty  .iT  that  time  hi-  -iunarure  \\a-  a  ii,ii,irani  ee  (d  liic  (raii-- 
ler  of  Hie  prop.'riy  to  .^ont hhrid-c.  At  the  iir~i  pari-li  meetin--.  (  apl . 
.ledediah  Maicy.  A-a  \\alker.  and  I.ieui.  llohcrt  lldward^.  were  the 
t'ommittee  cho-'-n  lo  audit  theaccount-  ol  the  trea-ui\'r.  and  repori  the 
-tate  t  hereol  to  [he  next  anmi;il  meetin--.  AiiKmih  later,  in  April, 
('apt  dedrdiah  .^^lrcy  deeded  one  acre  and  i;>n  rod-  lor  the  purpose  (d' 
a  meet  in l:,'  hoi  1-1'    pot  and  coiiinion  a  roimd  i  he  -ann'.  w  it  h  i  he  t'ondii  ion 
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tlint  whciun'or  the  land  ^^hoiiM  cfasc  to  be  used  loi'  the  same  it  slioultl 
j'cvert  hack  to  him  (  r  his  iicirs.  'I'hi-  land  iiirhid('(l  \vh('re  the  Baptist 
niC'ctini:,"  liouse  now  stands,  and  as  tar  ca-l  a<  I  he  i  rsidciu'"-  <jt'  <  J(;or^'e 
W.  W'tdls.  ('apt  dcdccUah  Marry  was  a  short,  i  hiclv--<('t  man,  very 
aciivc,  anil  cariicd  on  a  lari;(>  I'ariu,  hi'sidi/s  running  tlie  ^risi-null  and 
sa^v-mill  bnilt  hy  his  ii,raiid lather. 

There  was  nothing"  to  inlcreept  the  \iew-  I'roni  his  honse  on  the  hill 
to  the  ri\('i'  Ixdow,  IImmi  on  to  the  lieanlil'nl  hills  ol  Diidley  aiul  (  liaid- 
ton.  On  the  west,  their  nearest  neighbor  was  (ler.-honi  lMini[»ton  in 
(iiohe  \'illa,<;e. 

Until  Larned  Mari'v,  liie  wile  of  ('apt.  .h'dediah  Marey,  \va>  a 
woman  ol'  \('ry  strong'  ehai-acter,  and  yielded  a  i;reat  iidlnenee  over 
her  I'amil}  , --an  iidl iieiu-e  for  per^cN craiu-e  in  all  tliey  aimrd  to  ae- 
eomplish.  Many  aneedoLes  nni;ht  be  told  ol  her,  bin  om-  may  Milliee  : 
liei- dani;htei-.  Mi's.  (ionld,  was  \-ery  siek  in  Troy,  X.  V.,  and  when 
the  news  icaelu'd  her,  whieli  in  those  times  came  by  slow  stai;es,  she 
<leeided  at  onee  to  to  her.  She  di'o\e  tlie  wlhde  ilistanc-e  abm*',  in 
her  ehai-e.  She  \\a'- a  \er\-  ta.ll,  rather  masenline  woman,  and  was 
lo(»ked  n])  t<)  w  ilh  awe  by  man  w  but  iho.-e  w  ho  i-ame  idose  to  her,  lound 
a  warni  heart  and  a  l^ind  I'rieiul.  <  'a[tl .  Marey  died  in  An^■nst,  Isl  I,  and 
lhre(^  years  later,  Ijis  widow  married  Mo<es  iiealy  of  Dudley.  She 
li\-ed  until  iSlS  and  was  ah\a\'s  an  aeti\e,  busy  woman.  She  was  Si 
years  old  at  the  time  ol  her  dealli. 

'Hie  I'liildicn  of  ('a!)t.  Jedediah  Maiey  and  lJuth  I.arned  were 
K'hoda,  \\  ho  mai'ried  Ophir  (iould  (d'  W'oodstdrk,  Joseph  w  ho  married 
AlM;;"ail  Sinnuwa}'  and  bnilt  the  house  now  ow  ned  by  .Mis.  .M(duii-lry 
on  Main  street,  and  W  illiam  I.arned  .Maiey,  Who  wa>  boiai  in  17S(;  in 
the  old  Marey  homestead.  .lud^inu,-  by  an  account  ^i\<'n  by  a  coi'res- 
pondent  ot  a  \\'oicestei'  ])aper  published  at  that  time,  ^\'illiam  l.arned 
Maicy  was  a  wild,  heady  youth,  lie  was  thou;;ht  by  all  the  neigh- 
bors to  be  the  worst  boy  they  knew.  One  winter  he  succeeded,  in 
{•onjnnction  with  kindi-ed  spirits,  in  oustiui;'  the  teacher  J'i'om  the  di*- 
t  rict  school. 

Salem  Towne  of  (  hai'lton,  t\ioi\  a  yoniiii,"  man,  w  as  snnnnoned  as  tlie 
llttest  [)erson  to  lake  chari;e  ot  these  unruly  j  ouths  and  con.plete  the 
term.  lCv*'r3body  thoui;ht  the  new  teacher  c-ertaiidy  would  have 
ti-oidde  with  'Miill  Marcy,"  but  tlie  trouble  did  not  come.  The  first 
day  had  not  passed  Ixdore  Mr.  'i'o\\  ne  had  diseovered  in  his  jtujiil  an 
(dement  ot  ical  ^A'ood,  and  told  him  so.  This,  lo  the  bo}-,  was  a  most 
unusual  acknow  ledi;iucnt ,  and  it  touched  his  heait.  Someone  had 
se<Mi  i;-ood  in  him.  lie  wa<  then  cap:d)le  ot  l)clter  things  and  was  dt'- 
lermined  to  make  the  endeavor.  It  wa>  the  turnin;^'  point  in  his  lite. 
Such  was  his  conduct,  and  sucii  wn>  his  progress  in  -^ludy,  that  his 


tcachci'  ;i(l\i><'(l  liim  lo  ^■o  oii.  ami  prcjiart'  loi-  rollcuc.  It  \\:i>  a  i;ifal 
sui'i)ri^tM(>  his  iiai'iMiis,  l)iit  at  llif  iiii^ciu  soTu  iial it-ii  of  Mr.  Tdwiii', 
tlicy  li'avo  tlicir  ('((nscnt  and  lie  cni crcd  L<'ic('>i('r  Acaiiiaii y.  \\  Iumi 
here,  he  wrote  and  delivered  a  I'ourlli  ol  .iul\  (uatioii.  bctuir  the 
-nidt'iits  oC  this  institiUion.  l''t>i-  the  stroii:;',  dciiKK'raiif  tciidnicy 
»)(  this  ('Hurt,  and  liis  (h -^ru^sioiis  with  thr  stndt-nts  npon  ])<>litical 
(picstions  snstainiuu'  thi-  .-anic  piinciidf-,  he  was  rcipioicd  to  lca\(' 
ihi'  acadcn\y.  lie  tiu'ii  entered  Wdddstoek  Aeaili-ni)  and  pi-epai-ed 
hini-idf  Inr  Brown  l  ni\er<ity.  w  here  he  maintained  I  he  lanlv  <d  a 
^■ood  se)i(dar  and  was  ^radnated  with  di-linelion  in  ISOS. 

.Many  years  a  trei'  he  liad  lidr  hi-  ^^  hool  day  liannt-.  and  w  iien  lie 
iiad  eonie  to  (h'sci-\ <■(!  endnenee.  lie  \  i-it  ed  i*>o<lunahd  wa-  the  L^nc-t 
of  the  n'oN-ernor.  Anioni:,'  the  disi  in^ui-lied  nien  who  wei'e  in\itetl  to 
meet  him  was  (ieneral  Sahaii  'I'owne.  W  hen  t  he  uo\ crnor  sa w  Mr. 
Marey  and  Mr.  Tow  iie  ^reet  each  other  as  old  t  riends.  he  »'xpri->-ed 
a  pleasiirahle  surprise  that  they  Ixia-w  eaeh  other  ^o  well.  -'Why/" 
saitl  .Ml'.  .Marey.  "that  is  the  man  who  made  me.  W  hen  1  was  a  hoy, 
excryhody  \\-as  au'ain-t  ne*:  ii.>ne.  no.  n(»t  e\en  my  own  lather  and 
nmtlier,  ,-aw  any  -di.d  in  me.  He  wa-  ih''  lir-1  win.  lir!i<'\cd  in  nn'. 
told  we  what  I  mii;lit  heeome,  and  li(d|»ed  me  on  in  Mte  at  that  eriiieal 
period.  \\']iale\er  ol  inerit  or  di-tiiietion  I  !ia\e  attained  to  I  itwc  to 
him  moi'e  than  to  any  other  living'  [)er>on." 

Alter  leaving  eol le^c  he  tanuht  sidiool  for  a  while,  then  went  to 
Troy,   X.  where  he  studied  law.  wa.s  admitted  to  the  hai-,  and 

entered  upon  t  he  praet  iee  of  !iis  pi-(  dcs>ioii.  In  a  few  years,  the  wai' 
t»f  ISI'2  ajiix'aled  to  his  patriotism,  and  as  a  I/nait.  (d  lii;hl  infant  I'y  he 
oirered  his  ser\iees  to  the  -overnor  of  New  ^  (»ik  v|;ile.  At  St.  le'-is, 
on  tin'  line  helwcen  ( 'anada  and  \o\  a  Se<itia,  hi'  eaptured  the  tir>t 
l>r!tisli  lla^' and  jMi-oners.  hy  tucaKini!,  ojieii  him>(dl  tli<'door  of  the 
IdoeU-hoirse.  Mr.  Mai'ey  remained  in  I  he  service  until  the  elo-e  of 
lio.-tilil  ies  and  i-ime  to  Sout  hlMidi!,'e  duriiii;'  the  war  l,i>  [ier<uade  his 
hr(  »l  hei' ,)(  (lediah.  who  was  eiL^lit  \ea  is  \  on  n^'e  r  than  him>ell.  to  cii- 
jer  the  sci-siee.  hut  he  roiild  not  ^ct  the  con-^i'lll  id  hi-  niolhcr  in  ihe 
matter.  .\t  the  tdo-r  ol  ihf  war  h<'  wa>  made  rerorder  ol  the  city  of 
Troy:  later  he  w  a>  edit  (M- of  t  he  Troy  r>ndi;<i.  which  he  made  one  of 
tlie  most  pi'ominent  oruans  (d  the  drinocialie  party  hi-  a!)ilil_\-  as  a 
political  wi'iter.  I  le  wa<  made  adjntani  i;(  ni  i  al  (d  .\ew  York  state, 
was  app(»inted  slate  compi  I'cdler,  and  alt<'r  (decti(Mi  hy  the  people  to 
I  he  same  oHice.  he  l.'ecame  identilied  with  the  so-called  '•.\li)any  ic- 
i;('ncy"'.  an  or;j,'ani/ation  w  hich  was  a  cont  rol liii^;'  factor  in  Ihe  state 
polities  of  his  |>arly. 

In  1S2*,I,  the  drmocratii-  party,  in  iccouiiil ion  of  Mr.  .Marcy"s  ^|•cat 
altility  and,  p(dil  i>  a!  -er\  ices.  na\  ('  him  t  he  ollice  of  as-ociale  jii-i  ii-c  of 


lli<'  supi'ciiic  iMuirt  (»r  Ihc  stntf.  wlici'o  ho  '-:('r\C(l  tliroc  ycui's  with 
marked  disi  iiict ion.  Aiii<»ni;'  lln'  |m>i1  raits  of  ilic  (listinL;ui<li<'(l  jusfu'cs 
of  the  suiu-eiiie  eouit  in  tlie  room  ol'  the  X .  \ .  state  eourt  ol  a|i|ieals  in 
tlie  ca])itol  at  Albany,  none  occnpies  a  more  honored  or  eonspieiiou.s 
place  than  tlie  one  (d'  William  I.arned  Marcy,  A\ho.  hy  his  ability  and 
di^^nity,  addeil  mueh  to  the  I'eeoi-d  (d  lliis  body  (d' Jurisis  in  ^\  ITu'li 
lie  h(dd  a  prominent  plaee.  diidi;-e  Maie\  Avas  llie  justiee  ehoseii  to 
pi'oside  at  tlie  trial  of  one  (»!'  Ihe  mo>l  noted  eases  in  the  slate  (d'  Xew 
\'(n"l;,  that  of  the  alh-^cd  mnrdeicrs  or  alidnetors  ol'  \\  illiani  Mori;au, 
(he  l''ree  Ma^oii.  Ill  the  ('xeilinii,-  trial  (d  Ihese  abdiietors,  lii<  urbanity, 
lii'inness  and  imj)arlial  deeisions  were  hi;i,'hly  eonimended  b\-  all  pai-- 
ties. 

iliscdose  li  iendsiiip  wiih  N'aii  linren  and  Ihe  lal  ter"s  ambiiion  lo  be- 
rome  president  (d'  the  (  idled  Slates,  led  Mr.  Marey  to  resign  Irom  ihe 
bench,  in  ls;{|,  and  to  accept  an  electi(»n  lo  lh<'  I  nited  Stales  >enale, 
whei'e  he  was  ]»ei'snaded  he  could  be  oT  i;re;il  ser\ ice  lo  \ -au  Ihireii 
and  Ins  political  pai'ty.  lie  came  inio  promiiieiu'c  eai  ly  in  hi-  careei- 
as  a  member  ol'  the  senate,  w  hen  in  ls;{-J.  he  utler<'d  the  lamoiiv 
'•To  t  he  \ic-t  or  l)eIoiiij,s  1  he  spoi  Is."  lie  remained  in  the  seii.iie  (,n!\ 
one  year,  as  he  i-ecei\-ed  the  iiominalioii  lor  i;<»\-ernor  td  .\<'w  \  ovL 
state  and  wa<  elected  by  aboul  10.000  niajoril  w  His  lii  ^t  messa,u«',  as 
a  lilerar)-  and  coiua<e  pi-odmiion.  \\a-  liiuhly  commended.  rhe  ^reai 
l>oinl  of  the  nies-aL:,e  was  his  liiiaiicial  policy,  whieh  wa>  regarded  a- 
exhibitiiiii,' much  t  h(»iiL!,ht ,  an<l  w  hile  il  w  as  coii>ei  \ at  i ve,  il  w  as  wad! 
ca  Icnialed  to  ad\a  nee  t  he  best  inleresl  oi  the  >late  by  dcxelopim;'  its 
resources.  Three  1  inies  he  was<dected  by  the  people  of  Ihe  slate  to 
the  hi;:i,'liest  ollice  in  their  ;;'ift.  His  defeat  upon  his  fourth  eaiididac\- 
by  William  11.  Seward,  did  no(  result  in  his  reiiremenl  Irom  puldic 
life,  for  almt<st  inim<'diat(d_\\  I'resideid  \  aii  Unren,  1(»  w  ho-e  siie»-i  -s 
in  the  presidential  cainpaiL^n  of  IS.'{()  Mr.  Marcy  had  i^iN'en  mah'iial 
assistance,  ap])oinled  him  a  commissioner  of  cdaims  ai;;ainst  Mexico.  1  n 
this  ca])acity  he  ser\ ed  1  hree  yeais.  r|)onlhe  (dection  of  James  K. 
Polk  as  president  in  ISlI,  i(»  which  (dection  Mr.  .Maii'\'  i;a\('  the  in- 
lluence  and  aid  (d'  New  \ Ork  slate,  the  posiiion  of  s<'cretary  (d'  war 
was  olVered  to  him  and  accepted.  Here  he  exhibited  his  administra- 
tive ability,  in  conduct i ni;-  thai  deparlment  thi-oui;h  the  wai'  ^vilh 
Mexico.  1  [is  diploiiialic  jiowers  w  ere  hei-e  show  n  in  the  adiu<imenl  (/f 
the  ()rei;'oii  b(uindar\'  with  lMii;land,  and  his  abilit)'  as  a  >taiesniaii 
was  i)i'o\('d  to  be  (d'  a  hii;h  order. 

At  llie  exp'ii'ation  o\'  \'vo<\i\r\i[  lNdk"s  term  of  otlice,  Mr.  Marcy  re- 
tired to  j)ri\ate  life  at  Albany,  and  i(.'mained  there  during  the  four 
years  (d' t  he  succei'diiiL:,' adminisi  rat  ion.  but  on  the  (deetioii  ot  l*resi- 
dent  rierce  he  was  in\  iled  lo  become  the  head  td'  his  cabinet  as  .seeiT- 
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tnrv  o1  state.  In  tliis  ollicc,  pcrhaits.  more  lliaii  any  otlici'.  lie  had 
the  o])i)(>i-tunity  to  show  the  lull  [iowcrs  of  his  mind  as  a  stalesnum 
and  [)articuhui y  in  the,  ease  with  the  Austrian  t;-(»v('inini'nt,  in  sus- 
taining ('apt.  Ingrahani  in  liis  acts  in  the  (jucstiun  of  ^laiiin  Ivi^stcr. 
Ill  tliis  (ioiTCi^pondenco,  he  greatl}^  distinguished  liinisell  at  home  and 
a))n)ad,  and  this  placed  him  in  the  scale  ot  ability  nut  int'criof  to  any 
statesman  among  the  many  great  men  who  have,  het'orf  or  since  con- 
trolled the  allairs  of  that  odiee.  On  the  election  (d'  James  liuchanan, 
jNlr.  Marey  returned  to  privat(i  life,  and  died  in  just  four  months  lo  a 
day,  on  July  4,  1857,  seventy-one  years  (dd. 

The  funeral  services  whii-h  took  place  at  All)any  were  \'ery  impos- 
ing. There  was  a  spontaneous  oulhui'st  of  popular  sorrow,  alVection 
and  i)ride.  Not  less  than  100, 000  }>eople  were  in  the  proce.-sion  and  in 
the  throng  that  tilled  the  streets.  Jle  may  l)e  descrilx-d  as  a  person 
above  the  ordinary  lieight,  stout  and  nuiscular.  His  foichead  was 
hold  and  full,  his  eyi'l)rows  hea\  y,  his  eyes  deej)  set  and  expicssive, 
liis  mouth  and  chin  lirmly  moulded.  His  mannei-s  were  all'ablc  and 
courteous,  free  fron\  all  [welenci',  }'et  dignified.  He  was  ea<y,  pleas- 
ing, and  grac(d'ul  in  conversation.  He  did  not  ext-el  as  a  jxdi^hetl 
speaker,  but  his  straight-forward  and  practical  conunon  sense  \ie\NS 
^^■ere  ahva^'s  interesting,  ills  great  loiic  was  as  a  w  riter.  He  had  no 
superior.s  in  liis  state  papers. 

He  married,  lirst,  in  1812,  Dolly  Xewcll,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Susan  Newell  of  this  town.  She  di<'d  in  1821.  f'or  hi,>  second  wife, 
he  married  Corn.(dia  Knowci-  of  Albany.  She  die<l  in  i'ari>  in  1^81). 
His  daughter,  l^diih,  married  one  of  the  l*endletons  of  Ohio,  and  her 
son,  ^^'iHiam  Marcy  Pendleton,  is  an  artist  of  some  note  in  I'aris. 
He  has  exhi]>ited  at  the  Salon  and  receixcd  medals  of  distinction. 
He  has  drop»[)ed  his  father's  name  o)i  account  (d  family  ti'oubles,  and 
is  known  as  \Villiam  ^larcy. 

(Jovernor  Marcy's  oldest  son,  William  (ieorge  Marcy,  was  (  'ai>tain 
in  the  eonnnlssary  dei)artment  of  the  I'nited  States  army.  \\'ith  the 
lirst  company  of  New  ^'oi'k  \"olunteers  he  went  to  ('alitoriua,  in  1847, 
and  succeeded  (ien.  Sherman  in  c()nnnand  ot  the  nnlitary  post  at 
xMonterey.  He  remained  in  charge  till  the  clo>e  of  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico. He  was  a])i)ointed  by  I'resident  Piei'ce  jiaymaster  in  the  navy, 
and  heUl  that  ollice  l'(U- se\'enteen  years,  peidOrming  duty  in  \  ario\rs 
parts  of  the  world.  After  his  retirement  from  the  na\y.  he  engag{'d 
in  business  in  Alameda  tor  a  few^  yfars,  but  his  eye-sight  ahnost  en- 
tirely failed  him,  and  tinally,he,  with  his  wile,  went  to  I  he  old  peoi>les' 
liome  in  Alameda,  Cal.,  where  he  died  in  18'.)ii,  aged  7l)year>. 

His  second  son  was  educated  at  the  Xa val  Ai-ademy  at  A iniapolis,  and 
graduated  lii-st  in  his  idass.    He  entered  the  I '.  S.  navy  in  l8;is,  and 
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«;-:iv(' t  went  y-Mircc  yc-irs  to  (he  sci  n  'u-c.  Wo  \mis  tourtocn  years  at  sea. 
At  I  he  ot    t  lie  civil     ;i  r.   lie   was  cxecvitiN  <•  dllicer  of  tlie 

rawiiec,  and  airi\('il  oil' ( 'liarlcsl  (III  liaiWor  ilnritii;'  tin-  lioinbai-dmeiit 
ol'  KorL  Siiiupter.  At'ler  llic  fort  \va<  on  tirr.  li<'  landeil  luulcr  a  tlag 
of  (laiee  and  an-ani;('d  I'oi-  tlic  rcnioNal  (d'  Maj.  Andcfson  and  his  eoni- 
uiaud.  lie  was  in  connnand  (d' llic  sloop  (d  war,  \' inccnnes,  in  the 
hh»cl;adin;;'  s(iuadron  olV  t he  nionl  h  (d  t lir  Mississippi  l!i\  ('i-,  and  liad 
made  sc\cral  capt  nrcs,  when,  on  the  t  \S'oid_\-t  lii  rd  (»!'  January,  ISd-J, 
in  an  atl<'inpt  to  tal'vf  I  wo  V('ss(ds  and  tlnMi-  ca i'ti,(H's,  his  lind>s  and 
jjody  A\('i-e  ernsIuMl  hy  111!' aeeidcnial  rt'coil  ol  a  ,i;un.  He  died  in  a 
Jew  da\'s  and  his  remains  \ser('  hidiii^ht  to  tlic  i>i-ookiyn  na\y  yard  on 
(he  ( 'onncelicMit .  1  Ic  had  a  niilitar\'  t'nncral  in  \cw  Voi-k;  then  his 
1-ema.ins  wci-c  taken  to  Alhany  lor  hnrial.  I  !e  w  as  only  tort,y-t  wo  years 
old.  liotli  sons  of  <.ov.  Mai-ey  are  spid^en  <d  in  the  hiuhest  term>  as 
men  of  stronii,'  character  and  tine  personal  api»eai-ance. 

'I'he  second  danL;hler  of  ('apt .  Jedediah  .Marcy  and  h'uth  Larned, 
was  Hannah,  w  ho  mari-ied  dacoh  I'ldsvards  in  ISOC.  'They  lived  at  tlie 
Marcy  homestead,  and  their  lir.st  three  children  wcvv  horn  tliere. 
A  ft  erwards,  t  hey  hnill  t  he  h(Mise  where '1'.  Jerome  Ihirrin^don  liv<8, 
and  later  hnilt  the  old  honse  (d'  their  son,  William  lOdwards,  A\here 
llannali  (Marcy)  l-^dwards  died  in  Jnne.  1X2,').  'i'hey  had  eii;iit  clnl- 
(Iren.  Their  ohh'st  dani;hter,  Oplndia.  married  (ieor^-e  Ih'aiy  of  Imd- 
ley.  'I'lieir  oldest  son,  ^^'illialll,  inlieiited  tiom  hoth  fatlieraiai  moiher 
an  erect,  \  ii;()i'ous  and  stroni:;  pliysi(pie,  and  mental  cnerLi'y  and  ca- 
pacit }'  for  act  ive  hnsiness  ))hins  and  pni'snit  t  hat  made  liim  t  or  a  ])eriod 
(){'  lifty  }-eais  a  pi-ondnent  tiL:,nre  in  all  the  enterpi-ises  to  ad\ance  the 
>i,"rowth  and  prospei-iiy  ol  this  town.  He  was  t'dncatctl  in  the  pnhlic 
S(di(Mds  and  at  Nichols  Acadcany.  He  married  in  h^f)!),  ('atherine  M. 
Wardwell,  tlx' oldest  dan-hler.d'  Dr.  Stephen  K.  NN'ardwidi  <d'  Hard- 
w  i(d-;,  and  t  lieir  home  was  a  I  w  ays  t  he  mo-t  hospitahle  and  social  in 
the  to\\n.  \(>  one  e\-er  apjtealeil  to  llaan  in  \ain  for  any  landness  or 
charity. 

Wdien  a  hoy,  lie  entered  the  store  of  l)ani(d  IIod,i;'es  as  a  (derk,  and 
later  with  his  hiothers,  Jacoh  and  John  lOdward^,  estahlished  a  hnsi- 
ness whi(  h  for  sescral  yeai's  was  i-arried  on  un(h'r  lii<  nai:  e.  He 
hnilt  the  tirst  hriclx  hlock  on  the  sonth  side  of  Main  sti-<M't  >vhere  the 
St  ore  «d'  r.  11,  ( 'ai'p<'nti'r  ( '(».  now  is.  I !  i<  rea  1  Renins  was  c-onst  rnct  ive 
and  it  was  aiai\<'  and  lar-reachini;-  in  t  hat  diicction.  1  le  w  onid  always 
contrihnte  lihemHy  of  time  and  money  to  he!i)  the  prosperity  ot  th<' 
town.  It  was  this  trait  of  his  cdiaraeter  that  placed  him  at  the  head 
(d  oni'  pnldic-spii'ited  citi/ens  in  layim;"  out  and  secnriiii;'  new  and  l)et- 
ler  highways  t(»  ihe  town,  it  was  through  his  iidluence.  that,  in 
ISII),  the  raili-eads  hetwceii  W'orcesl  er  a  nd  llartfoi'd  t  hronu'li  ('harlt(»n 
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])('})()t,  also  fr(Mii  lilai-kstone  to  Sout liWrid^c  were  siirxcyi'd.  and  cliar- 
Icrs  vccurc'd  Tor  the  coiisLructioii  ol'  I  lie  same.  Such  w  a-  \\\>  /cal  and 
drici-niiuation  to  st'evir(' I'ailfoad  facilities  lor  tlic  town.  Iliat  in  IS.").") 
and  185G  he  took  contracts  to  i^radc  (lie  road  bclwccii  Xcw  |jo<ton  and 
Soutlibridj^'c  with  the  suhscriptJon  foi'  stock  and  i)onds  only  (lartially 
snllificnt  to  oovcr  the  expense  ot  the  ^vork.  He  also  piircha-ed  llic 
ri^lit  of  way  in  (trdei*  to  ;;"et  on  to  land  to  do  tlie  i^iadin^'  and  clian^'e 
the  cliannel  ol  the  i'i\-er  at  Sandei-sdale.  He  exjiended  se\<'ral  thous- 
and dollai's  more  than  he  recei\'ed,  w  hicli  was  nexcr  paid  haclc  to  liini. 
I'litil  I8(!r),  he  ^^'orked  to  secm-e  th.e  completion  of  thi<  railroad,  ami 
to  him  is  dm'  a  lar^e  share  of  the  credit  foi'  its  completion,  lie  was 
instrumental  in  f^ettin;;-  the  tcdei^raph  line  built  to  Soul libi-id;;-e.  and 
A\'as  the  prime  m(»\('r  in  pl•ocalrin^■  t  he  sur\'ey  and  h  teat  ion  (d  !  I  and  It  on 
street  a^'ainst  the  strongest  opjtosition  of  the  voters  of  1  he  town.  The 
site  of  the  extensive  Catholic  ]»ro]»erty  on  ilauiilton  >tre('t  was  his 
j»ift.  His  enteiprise  and  interest  in  the  grow  th  of  the  town  was  shown 
by  the  number  of  building's  he  had  erected;  these  are  ninety  Imild- 
ings,  eiii,dity  of  which  aie  (hv^dlin;;'  houses,  not  ineluding  his  own 
liouse  on  Main  street.  He  was  seveial  times  s(dectman,  and  ])ostma>- 
ter  twiee.  No  rec(u-d  of  his  lite  could  be  comidete  that  did  not  con>- 
mend  his  soeial  (lualities  and  characteristics;  tlii-ou;;h  all  the  trouble 
and  soi'i'ow  of  his  life  he  was  twer  the  kind-hearted  and  sympathel  ic 
man  and  friend.    He  di<'d  in  ISSd.  at  se\-eidy-six  years  of  au'e. 

Jacob  and  l'ieri)ont  I'Mwards,  the  sec<)nd  and  the  youm;-est  sons  of 
Hannah  .Marey  and  dacob  Kdwards.  reun)ved  to  l>ost*ui  early  in  life, 
bnt  always  kept  their  iideresi  in  their  native  town,  and  the  latler 
nevei-  allowed  a  year  to  iia<>  without  a  \isit  to  Southbriiluc  T.ein;^- 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  his  ad \  a id  ages  for  an  educal  ion  >\'ei-e  much 
better  than  his  older  brothers  w  ho  (h'tei  iuined  he  shonld  haxc  w  hat 
had  l)een  denied  them  in  sclnxding.  He  was  s(,'nl  to  ^^■i!braham  Acad- 
emy, one  of  the  best  institutions  of  its  kind  at  that  time.  After  com- 
pleting the  course  of  study  there,  he  went  to  Boston  and  eidei'ed  the 
grocery  l)usiness.  He  was  a  imanber  ol  the  cit  \-  council,  a n<l  had  taken 
the  highest  degree  in  Masonry.  He  Ixdmiged  to  the  [)e  Mtday  (  om- 
nnindery.  He  ilied  in  iSiKI,  and  w.is  buried  liere.  in  the  samt'  lot  v\  ith 
his  grandfather,  laeid.  IJoberl  lOdwards. 

Jacob  Edwards,  after  a  succe-slul  bu-iness  caieei'  in  Southbridge. 
i-emo\cd  to  l)0>lon  in  IS,")!,  and  enlei'cd  the  whole-ale  dry  goods  and 
connnission  house  of  Anuuidown,  liownian  (  o.  A  few  ycar<  later 
he  formed  the  concern  of  Edwards,  irichards  iS:  Nichols,  w  hicli  came 
to  l^e  the  leading  wholesale  dr\  goods  st(U'e  m  !M)sl()n.  He  I'etircd 
frouj  tiiis  business  ab-uit  ls<'.,").  and  w  as  made  a  director  in  the  National 
Hank  of  Kedemp'  ion.  luU  was  reall\  i  he  linancial  ad\  i>cr.    While  hidd- 


\u*^  tliis  i)()citi(in,  lie  was  oloctrd  t  r<'a>iii'('r  of  tlio  liato?;  INfills  at  r,o\vls- 
tdti,  Maine,  lie  i-('-(>i-;j,ani/.<'(l  llic  old  Spia^'iic  .Mills  at"  Au^i'usta,  Maine, 
(Milai-^ini;- and  huililiiiu-  new  mills,  until  il  is  (tnc  <»!'  the  laii^rst  and 
best  e(jni]»i)ed  cottdii  mills  in  tlial  s'lalc  known  as  the  iMlwards  Mann- 
lactiirini;-  ( 'onipan y. 

He  lias  In.'ld  i'«'s])on^itdo  positions  as  a  director  in  I'ailroads  nnd 
trust  companies.  1 1  is  o])iinons  and  ad\ ice  in  all  (jue^tions  of  tinance 
lia\'e  always  been  considered  of  i;reat  \  alue.  Durinii,  all  tlies<"  y<'arK 
<d' tlie  most  acli\e  business  life,  lie  lias  i-etained  hi-  in|ere>t  in  his 
native  town,  and  ^^as  a  fi-e(pient  \i-il()i'  hei'e  as  lon^'  as  his  health 
porinitted.  I  le  was  made  dii-ector  in  I  he  Soul  li  bridge  Nntional  ji.inlc 
in  and  sei-\-ed  as  directoi-  tifty-li\-e  yeai's.  and  as  presideid  for 

thiii y-t^^■<•  years  until  his  resignation  avIhmi  he  was  no  lon^ci- aide  to 
attend  the  meetings. 

In  \iew  ol  his  extensive  and  successful  Itusiness  enteiprises  ;ind 
all  he  has  act'ompiished  i'or  himself  and  others,  wf  may  say  he  is  the 
most  able  and  successful  business  man  that  Sout  hbrid;;e  vam  claim. 

Mary,  1  he  secoinl  dau;^ht<'r  of  daco)>  and  1  lannali  (  Marcy)  iMlwards, 
married  Killiniis  f'a  i-ri  nut  on  (d'  Wales,  Mass.  'I'hey  li\cd  in  Woon- 
soclvct,  il.  [.,  and  were  identitied  with  the  ^'rowth  and  prospfiKy  of 
that  town. 

(Jeoi'U'e  l''d\\ards,  the  third  son  (d'  Hannah  Marc\'  and  Jacob 
iMlwards.  Vwcd  al  home  and  assisted  his  father,  uidil  aft<'r  he  was 
married,  lie  then  went  to  i)udley  to  li\'c,  and  foi'  many  years  has 
been  a  successful  fainier.  After  his  fathei-'s  death,  he  went  on  to  the 
<d(l  place  at  NN'est  1  )udley  t(.  Ii\-e. 

The  lolbtwim;'  was  taken  fi-om  a  bioi;ra])hical  sicetch  in  the  History 
of  \\'oi-cester  couidy  : 

••Mohn  I'alwai'ds  was  next  to  the  younn'csf  of  the  ei^ht  children  of 
Hannah  Marey  and  dacob  Mdwards.  He  was  boi  ii  in  IS-J-J.  He  did 
not  iidierit  the  sli-on;;-  physi(|ue  of  tlie  othei-  childi'en  and  always 
had  to  coideiid  with  physical  inal)iliiy  in  wliate\er  he  undertook  to 
accomplish.  His  early  education  was  linuted  to  the  instruction  i;i\-en 
in  the  ])ublic  schools  of  the  town,  and  a  shoit  course  (d'  study  in  W'il- 
bialiaiii  Academy,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  the  stoi'c  of  his 
brothers,  William  and  dacob  iMlwards,  Jr..  an  ho  carried  on  the  leadini:; 
dr)'  ii,'»tods  and  i;rocery  business  of  the  town.  In  ISII  he  becaim'  a 
pa)'tni'r  in  the  tiian  which  continued  to  ilo  business  uidil  lsr)"J,  when 
Jacob  iOdwards.  Jr..  sold  out  hi>  iideicst  to  his  li|-othei's.  ^\  illiam  and 
John,  whodi\  ide(l  the  business,  William  takim;- t he  i;-i-«tcei'y,  and  John 
the  dry  ^'oimN  departnu'id,  doini;"  business  undei'  the  lirm  name  of 
John  lMwai'd<  I'v  (  ompany  until  Jaimary,  ls71,  when,  in  conse(pienct^ 
of  failing;-  health.  Mr.  l^dwards  retired  from  active  business.    Hi  iSaO 
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w  lu'ii  his  sforc  ;j,"r(';it  !>'  iii)iir('(l  hy  liix'  in  an  adjoiiiiiii;-  hiiildinu-.  lic 
was  brought  to  lace  tin*  (|U('>ti(ni  ol'  rcl)ui Mini;-  or  loll(t\\  lii-  lirotlicr 
to  Jiostou.  On  inatui'c  (.'oiisidd'at  ioii  lie  decided  i  o  remain  in  Soutli- 
hrid^'e  and  enlar«;'e  his  business,  lie  ei'ec-tcd  the  lari;-e  liriek  hloel<  on 
Main  street,  oct'Ui)\'in^'  tlie  lirst  and  second  Doors  lor  llie  business. 
The  tliii'd  fh)or  was  linished  and  used  lor  many  years  as  tlie  hii;ii,est 
and  best  liall  in  tliis  vit'inily.  At  the  time,  tliis  was  the  oidy  depart- 
inent  store  in  tlie  county  and  as  hir,u<'  as  any  store  in  Boston.  The 
erection  ot' this  block  was  the  connnencenn'nt  ot  the  c<»nsii-uct ion  of 
the  fine  business  l)rick  blocks  which  ;i,i\e  Sout hbi-id^c  its  iirominence, 
jurI  distinction,  and  had  not  a  little  to  do  with  atli-actini;-  attention  to 
tlie  business  capacity  and  interest  <d  the  town,  that  led  lo  the  coni- 
pletion  of  tlu'  railroad."* 

'I'his  bi-iet  sketch  of  Mr.  Kdw  ards  sullicient  ly  indicates  his  rank  in 
the  social,  business,  and  jiolitical  lite  (d  the  town,  and  the  ci mtidcnco 
and  resjx'ct  he  enjoyed  as  a  citi/eii  amoiii;  tho>e  who  knew  him  iie-t, 
but  is,  alter  all,  dclicient  in  c(Miv<'yin;^  to  any  but  tlio>e  w  ho  knew  the 
detail  ol  his  lite-w<n'k  hi>  realwoith  to  t he  connuunit y  in  which  he 
lived. 

His  business  was  coiidiu'ted  with  a  syst(an  and  attention  to  dciails 
unexcelled  e\en  at  the  ])resent  day.  His  success  as  a  meichaid 
established  his  reputation  as  a  man  ot  unusual  bu<in(.'ss  i-apat'it y.  I'^or 
twenty  }'ears  he  was  a  director  in  the  Southbri(h;('  National  liank  and 
trustee  of  the  Savin;j,s  Bank,  lie  rejjroenled  the  town  in  the  lei;is- 
lature  in  ISoo.  He  tirst  introduced  ^■as  into  vlic  town,  putting'  in  the 
j^as  woi'ks  Cor  Ins  own  use,  at'teiwards  operat  ini;'  them  <ucces-tully  tor 
the  town  uidil  disposed  of  to  the  Mutual  (iaslii;iit  Company,  lie 
purchased  land  on  Main  street  and  im|)ro\c(l  it  by  opening-  and  l)uilil- 
in^'  K\erett  street,  'i'he  line  row  of  horse  chestnut  trees  there  were 
planted  under  his  direct  ion.  He  built  the  house  now  ow  ned  l»y  Mr<. 
Charles  \'.  Carpenter,  also  the  hou-e  c(uiier  (d.  .Main  and  I'Acrett 
streets.  In  public  matters  he  was  liberal,  puldic-sj»iriied,  and  enter- 
prising-, and  his  advice  was  con-^idered  of  \  alue.  lie  was  an  iidlueii- 
tial  member  of  the  l{ai»t ist  society,  and  when  the  nii-etino-  house  \\as 
desti'oyed  !)y  lire  in  1K(;;{,  it  was  lar<;(dy  through  his  lalxu's  that  ihe 
|U-esent  Inuise  was  built,  lie  i-ontrihuted  both  time  and  money 
liberally  towai'ds  its  c(»nsl met  ion  and  al  his  decease  bdt  to  the  society 
aiul  other  Baptist  instil ul ion<  a  legacy,  lie  was  always  lo( tkini:,' ahead 
and  d<'sired  to  keep  abrea>t  of  the  times  in  all  things,  lie  had 
tra\(dl<Hl  eNtt'nsi\(dy  in  this  country,  and  was  an  inteiliueiu  obser\A'r, 
most  truly  ;i  s(df-made  man. 

'i'lie  j'oun^'esl  son  of  ('apt . -ledediah  Marcy  and  lJuth  l.ai'ned  was 
.ledediah,  who  w..s  born  in  the  Marcy  house  in  171*1  and  li\cd  hi-  lite 
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tluM-c.  o;ir]y  <Mlu('ati(Hi;i!  ;i<l\ .iiilMLi'cs  wci'i'  limitcfl  and  lie  was 

iic\('i"  a  urrat  l(»\cr  oi' l)(»(>l;s.  I»iit  i nlwi'lt (m1  ii,icat  iiat iiral  abilitif-.  lie 
inan  icd  lv<tli(M-  Ilealy  (.r  I  Mi(l!f  \ .  I  )rc.  ISlC.  'I'licy  had  loiii-  cliil- 
<lr('i!.  P'roiii  171)0  Id  ISIS  1  lici-c  wcrt'  s('\  M'lal  allnii  j)t  s  to  t'-tal)lisli  cdt  lou 
and  woolen  mills  (»n  the  sit (;  id'  llic  old  mills  (d  Moses  Marey  hut  all 
Ihesc  clVorts  tailed. 

In  iSlS,  dedcdiah  >rari'y  and  his  lalher-inda w,  Col.  Moses  llealy, 
eommeneed  the  mannlael  uic  of  w  cxden  ii,(>ods.  Aihdphns  Uai  lholo- 
inew,  I'athei' (d'  A.  .).  I >a li  holomew.  was  s(i|i('i'inl cndcnt  of  thcsr  mills, 
'i'hey  eontinurd  thi>  haziness  lor  two  years,  tlu'ii  leased  the  mills  tor 
sewn  years  until  all  altiMiipls  to  (  .-laldish  a  siieees-lul  husiness  were 
iinavailini;-.  M  j-.  Marey  ltoui;h!  (d  ( 'ol.  Ih'aly  and  the  other  heir>, 
their  interest,  so  that  he  osNn<'d  the  whole  of  the  (tiii;inal  Maic\  pro].- 
erly  w  hich  had  heen  in  the  landly  'X)  years,  in  1S-J7  tin-  liist,  sale  (d'  any 
<d  the  laud  w  a<  luade  to  1  >eae(m  Idi-lia  <  oie.  toi'  .slO.OOi).  Mi-.  MaiH'y 
was  one  of  the  ihiee  men  apitointed  on  the  huildiuL:,-  eouimitlee  ou  the 
<dd  town  house.  Ih'  repre-eiited  the  town  ill  the  le^^i-lalure  in  iSiU, 
■;>:>,  and  "A7.  lie  had  all  the  (dements  of  i-liaraeter  lor  a  leader,  and 
there  was  a  time  w  hen  his  judi;ui<']il  aud  w  ill  wa-e(jual  to  a  majoi  ily 
\'ole  in  tow  11  liialt<'rs.  The  ridi(  iilou<  ne\ci'  eseajied  his  detection  aud 
it  was  scddoni  lori;-otten.  .\ot  a  tew  persons  lia\'e  lelt  his  sarcasiu  a nd 
wit.  ile  was  a  man  of  marked  lndi\iduali(y .  lie  did  his  own  liiink- 
iui;'  and  reached  hi.-  own  c<tnclu~ioiis  w  hich,  w  hen  once  leached.  wei-e 
ne\  CI' ahandioued.  1 1  his  amhil  iiui  hade(pialled  his  ahilit\-  he  could 
lia\  e  I'i^en  t(t  as  i;-reat  (anin.'iice  as  his  hroi  her.  t  he  ij,o\  enior.  I  |e  dicil 
in  May,  1S77,  and  a  nnccU  later  his  w  ile  followed  him  :  a  mont  h  hei'ore, 
llieir  oldest  son,  Lucian  Marcy,  had  died  \cry  suddenly,  lie  was  a 
man  w  ho  was  much  resj.ecled  in  tow  n  and  inherited  many  ot  the  traits 
of  cliai-acter  ot  his  loridat hers-  -independence  of  thought  and  sound 
Juduiiieiit.  lie  was  sejeetmau  and  i-epeatedly  ledd  the  ollice  (d'  asses- 
sor.    In  isr.;}.  he  rej»re>ente(l  the  tow  n  in  tiie  le^islal  ui-e. 

The  only  dauuhter,  l^sther  Hammond,  of  d<'dediah  and  Ksiher 
I  h-al  \-  Marcy.  uiaiaied  I  sra(d  ( '.  Trow  .  a  nd  iheii'  daui;lit<'r  married  lion. 
A.. I.  Ilai't  h(domew  .  Mrs.  ISartholouiew  \\asof  the  se\enlli  i;('nera- 
tion,  Ih.i-u  in  the  Marcy  homestead. 

William  Andrew,  the  youni;e>t  son  of  ded<'diali  Marcy.  was  horn 
and  has  always  lived  in  the  old  hou-e.  ill   healili   ha-  always 

made  it  necessary  for  him  to  lead  a  quiet  lil'e,  and  now,  an  (dd  man, 
he  sits  hy  this  hearthstone  \\he!<'  foi'  o\er  If.O  years  the  lii'c  lia^  e\-er 
oeen  kept  hui  idni;'.  Lookiin;-  back  with  a  menial  \ision  thai  has  heen 
si  l  eu^tliened  hy  I  raditiou-  w  hich  liasc  heen  ha  n ded  do wij  dirccl  ly  l  idni 
fatlu'r  to  son,  he  takes  a  i;reat  inlei'est  in  all  the  imj)ro\-emenl-  i;'oin>; 
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on  in  town,  and  is  a  most  inlcrcstin^'  man  in  c-diucrsal i<»n.  As  li)ii<>- 
as  he  lives,  this  liistoi'ii.-  old  home  ol  ihc  .Marco  s  will  stimd. 

Thorc  are  other  men,  desceiidanl s  <>{  John  Mare-y  at  Woodstock,  to 
wlioni  an  entire  pajxir  miglit  be  ;;iven.  Among-  them  are  I'rotcssor 
(Oliver  ]\rarey  of  Evanston,  111.,  to  whom  \\'e  are  indclitcd  I'or  tin,' 
genealogical  record  of  the  tainily ;  and  ];;nidol|>li  Ikirne-  Marcy,  an 
American  general,  tatln'r-in-la\\' of  tiencral  Mc(  Iclian,  and  a  \vril<'i- 
of  considerable  note.  Many  others  might  l)c  spoken  of,  but  w  ill 
leave  them  for  tuture  generations,  trusting  their  li\e.s  and  ^\tlrk  will 
be  of  as  great  N'alue  to  this  commnnil y  as  ha\('  been  tho^c  of  their 
ancestors. 
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ir  \v:is  with  a  IVt'liiii;-  rliat  it  was  my  duty,  that  i  inail^rd  the  i>lac'<' 
of  tli<'  icsitlcncc  <»r  I  lie  tii  st  sctth'f  of  Avliat  is  now  St  iii  ln  id^c.  Ir, 
may  not  Ix'  »j:,('ii('ra I ly  known  (liat  this  lot-aiion  had  hccomc  lost  oi- 
loii;((t ten  l»y  the  iidiahitants  ol  th<' town  in  \\hi(  li  it  is  h)c'a|('d,  loi* 
in*t  OIK'  could  h<'  louiid  wlio  Ivucw  w  hoif  it  was,  and  more  than  that, 
anothci-  placT  had  been  lalvcn  I'iu-,  and  i^cnci-aliy  hidicxcd  to  he,  ilic 
spot  w  jicrc  dosd'pl*  Snntli  settled.  Thei-e;)!  place  is  on  I  lie  west  side 
ot  the  IJiooklield  I'oad.  ahout  one  and  a  iialt  miles  north  of  J.  1). 
I '  ndei'w  (»od"s  on  the  taiin  formeily  owned  by  ,labe/  I  la  fdini;-,  and 
later,  by  ,l;d>e/  >\'eslnate  and  (leorL^c  riimpton;  the  hind  i<  now- 
owned  by  ( 'harles  ( 'ooper  (d'  l*'isUdale. 

The  IJev.  doseph  S.  Clark"^  History  ot  Stui-brid^-e,  in  ls:{S.  >ay-, 

It  was  on  tlie  dabez.  ll:ti-din^  tarm  near  an  au'ed  pear  tree  that  it  was 
said  Joseph  Smit  h  planted. 

In  .\nnnido\\  irs  History,  it  i<  said  that  ''Joseph  Smith  was  the  liist 
proprietor  who  remained  thi'ou«;h  the  winter  in  Sturbi'iduc  His  do>;- 
was  his  only  eompanion.  Alexandei-  Selkirk  was  not  more  secluded 
li"om  S(»ciety  than  Sunth  was  in  this  plac<'  durin*;"  four  months.  ha\  ini>" 
iK'itlier  seen  oi-  heard  I'rom  a  human  beim;  in  tliat  time,  'f'he  <,-<'llar 
lliat  lu'otected  liis  pi-o\isions  I'rom  trost  (hirini;-  that  solitary  peii.i.l 
nniy  still  be  seen  oii  the  lai-m  ot  Jal»e/  Hardin^',  j"s(j.,  not  t';..-  liom 
an  au'cd  pear  tr  -e  w  iru-h  Mr.  Sndlh  i<  <aid  to  hav<  pltuit*  d  ..o(  n  aMcr 
he  eame."" 


.  •'  1 1.^ 

I'^rolll  hcacull  (Icdi-f  lli-Ioiy         M  1 1 1  1 1  lii  1 i  Isr.l',):  llflij:!- 

lllill   Slililll  (il    this  tiiWtl.         ncl  ()L;r||;i       M.  "i-  ;i  i;- l;i  I  K  1><  H 1         rlir  III  - 1 

iiuii\i(lii:il  wliii  w  i  111  iMfd  in  Si  m  Iniil^r.  li  i-  ii<ii  -ll■;lll^t■  tlmi  Ik- 
sliDuld  led  :i  l:iii(lal»l('  [iriilc  ill  siu-li  an  aiirc>l<u-.  Sui'li  iiifii  iniL;lir 
iiitl  lia\<'  Ih'cii  niicoinniiiii  al  liial  f.irly  pi-iitul.  !)iil  aif  ran-  al  lla- 
l»|-('scn|.  W  r  may  lalioiially  -ii|iii(i~<'  lliat  llii-  lianly  iiioiictT  \\a-  in»t 
(loniiaiil  liuriiii;'  (Uic  ol  tln.^c  \i>\\<^  -cncic  wiiild-.  wlim  ilic  ^■l■(.llllll 
was  (•(>\('r('(l  w  ill)  snow  alioiil  >i\  iikmiiIi-  in  I  lie  year.  'I'ln'  spi  ini;  no 
(loiilit  ('\liil)il('(l  around  liini  \ciy  -liikiiii:  iiiaiii  Ic^l  al  ioii>  ol  lii- 
irai  <-n('r^irs.  'I'licrc  is  no  doiild  an  o|M'niiiL:,'  wa.-  made  in  the  loic-i 
<utlici('i!l  ly  <|KH'ioi!-  lor  llic  iinintci  i  ii|/lcd  iniliicncc  ol  llio  -iin.  li  oii 
c'(»ii,-t  it  lit  ion-  and  indoinil  aide  -piiit-  \\rn-  liic  |irodiict  ol  ilio.-c  tinir-. 
TIk'  sjiot  wlicic  that  winter  was  pas-cd  i<  -iippo-cd  to  in-  near  ihc 
i'c-idcnc<-  (d  til"'  late  .lalMv  llaidiiiL:'.  INip  It  do-crx  <•>  a  iiioniiiiiciii  a  1 
rciiioiiiliraiUM'.'" 

'I'll!-  part  (d  tilt'  town  wa-alway-  lliiiily  iiilial)it<'d.  and  il  '^row- 
more  so.  a-  wlicn  one  lioii-c  hnrn-  down  llicic  i-  nol  anoiliiT  Imili  lo 
take  its  place.  'I'lic  (dd  liardiiiL;'  mansion  wa-  Imrnrd  ;i  lew  year-; 
a^'o.  al<o  tlio  oil!'  norlli  ol  il.  IcaviiiL:,  no  hon-e  williin  a  niilo  n[  where 
Mr.  Sniitli  settled.    One  ot  ilie  rea-.,.n-  (d  I  oi-vi  I  iiiii-  the  place  (d'  hi< 

setrleineid.  and  perhaps  tlie  only   is  thai  w  hen  the  owner-  ot  I  he 

land  ill  this  part  o|  ilic  low  n  lia\c  die(|  or  ino\ed  away,  the  proper!  \' 
has  heeii  hoiiu'hl  hy  si  ra  iii^'e  r-  or  oiil -o  I -I  < .  w  n  pe(iple.  There  is  not  a 
piece  (d  land  north  (d  the  road  leading'  Iroiii  St  ni  hridi^e  ( 'enl  i-r  t  o 
I'islvdale  tiial  is  now  (»wiied  l)y  a  desceiidani  ol  liie  original  owin'r. 
with  I  he  except  ion  ol  the  W  i-ht  e-iale.  ii''artlH'  Hale-  iiiiu'er  .-hop-, 
whicli  has  heeii  in  the  W  iulil  laiiiily  tor  li\e  ^('lle|•at  ion>.  ||  is  now 
owned  hy  Aipheus  ^\i^lll.  a  ^r<'al-^■|  aiid-oii  (d'  Alpheii-  ^\i^hl.thl' 
ow  ner  a  hundred  years  au'o.  'I'lier<'  wa<  another  noied  Wi^lit  e-lale. 
<outh  ol  this  road,  that  wa-  owin'd  hy  the  lilili  -ciieiMt  i.m  (d  W  i-liK. 
tour  (d  tiK'iii  h;i\inu-  heeii  named  |)a\id.  Twn  years  aut.  ii  pa-^-ed 
(Mil  ot  the  name  of  W  ii^ht  and  commenced  with  a  new  ■•  raii^c"  in  its 
hi-l<u'y  (  ic-ideiice  ot  ( '.  1  >.  ^ai^■e). 

'i'hat  you  in.iy  heiP'r  iinder-land  me.  later.  1  will  -t  ite  iliat  r.eiija- 
niiii  Smitli.  the  olde-i  sou  ol  Joseph  Smiih.  dr..  married  Melmalile 
Weld,  sister  ol  m\-  i;raiidt'at  her,  Calel)  W ddd.  an.l  .Miiaani  W  .dd  mar- 
ried .lahe/.  I  larding-,  so  the  Smith.  Hardin-  and  \\  (dd  lamilie-  w  ere 
not  only  iieiuhhors.  hut  were  all  connected  hy  marriaue.  'idle  lariu 
ol'  .oishua  \\  idd.  ni  \-  lather,  w  as  in  t  he  ea  -  I  part  id  1  he  tow  n  and  r.eii- 
jainiii  >'.iuitli  was  our  Ilea  rest  iiei^hhor.  and  i'  wa-  t  rom  ••(  lude  i'>en  " 
and  uian-liathei  i  M;d  :  learned  niiudi  of  tlie  lii<t(»ry  of  rhe  tii-t  settler-. 

M  \'  Irth:  r  died  hi  >'arcli.  isil).  and  urandtal  her  came  and  li\fd  at 
our  house  the   Kdlowiii--  simiim  i  .      Ahoiil   ihe  lir-l  o|    Ma\-  oi  that 


ycnr  lie  iiimlc  :i  \  i-il  l<>  ><iii,  (  ;ilcl>  W  dd.  Jr..  w  ho  livt'd  w  luM'c  Mr. 
\\  .  II.  Hiiiiii;!!!  now  resides,  one  mile  wcsl  ol  the  t'oniici'  rcsiilfiiee  of 
Joseph  Siuilh;   1 1  lis  ( |  iti  I  <■  :i  ioiiu,' w  ;i  Ik  ror;im.iiiSl  yenis  old  :  I 

wasliieii  1-J  ye;ir-  ohl.  and  went  \N  illihiin.  The  lii  -t  [tlin'c  we  -t oiipeil 
lo  |-est  was  at  llie  house  o|  dared  Land).  l^s(|.,  where  < '.  \' .  (  orey  Si 
Son's  store  is.  'Die  next  ^ioppini;'  pLuc  \sa>  at  the  h(in>e  (d  l)eae(»n 
John  rhiili]»s.  w  liere  w  e  made  <jnile  a  hnii;-  stop,  as  prandial  her  and 
t  he  deacon  were  (dd  neii:hhoi>.  and.  oT  eoiir-e.  that  e\er  social  mu*^ 
ol'  cider  was  hi'oni;!)!  old  and  di-posed  of. 

heaeon  IMiiHip<will  he  reiiieiiihered  I»y  his  li\ in;^  to  lie  10 1  )ears 
and  7  nionlhs  old.  Alter  the  c(d(  hiai  ion  ot  hi<  one  hnndr<'dih  liirth- 
day  in  the  Uaptist  ehnreli  at  l'"iskdale.  he  had  many  \  isito!>  and  mo>t 
of  t  Im'Iii  had  to  ask  liiiii  to  w  hat  he  at  t  rilmletl  liis  lon^'  life  ;  his  airs wcr 
\\a>.  that  he  draikK  a  litlle  cider  with  his  meals,  and  took  a  [iineli  of 
snutV  afiei-  dinner  and  in  the  cNenini^'.  This  was  not  a  \ery  hea\y 
tax  to  pay  lor  the  pri\i|e^e  ol  li\iim-  10  1  yeaiv-. 

from  heaeon  rhillips's  we  wein  hy  an  (dd  eart  path,  alxmt  where 
the  town  idad  i>  now,  to  Mr.  Harding's,  who,  i  Ikinc  stated,  was  a 
r(dali\-e:  heic  we  stopjied  to  dinner.  Alter  di  n  ner  w  <'  w  ent  to  the 
ham  and  looked  at  Ihe^totk.  and  then  I o  w  hat  t hey  eal led  I ' nele 
.loe"s  c(d  la  r,""  which  wa^noi  tilled  up  at  lhaf  time,  and  tlietdd  pear 
tree  that  Mr.  Smith  planted,  they  sa.id.  mii-1  he  from  HO  to  100  years 
(dd:  they  talked  «i\('r  the  dill'eient  ones  of  the  Smith  lainil).  what  the 
hoys  had  done  and  whom  the  i;irl-^  had  married.  Two  (d  the  family 
had  i;(tne  away  out  wt'<t  and  settled  in  ('a/eiio\ia,  \.  ^  .    'idii^  was 

v'd/j  Old  ir(.s/  "  in  I  he  minds  (d  t  hose  (dd  men,  (H  years  ai;"o. 

(;  land  fat  her  wa-  'I'A  year-  (dd  when  Mr.  Smitli  died,  and  li\'ed 
within  one  mile  (d  his  house;  Mr.  nardiiiu'  was  17  years  (dd  and  iiscd 
^\itllin  ;')()  rods  of  Mr.  Smith  at  the  time  of  his  death,  so  it  was  imjxis- 
-ilde  lor  these  men  to  make  an\  mi-l  ake  alioni  where  t  he  lirst  -ettler 
lived. 

!  \  isiied  tli<'  place  four  years  later  w  ith  ( 'a pf .  SeiK'ea  KMehardson, 
an  old  resident,  and  in  Isl'.i  \\  itli  my  nnele.  (  aleh  \\  eld,  a  near  neiir,h- 
hor;  he  p(»inted  (Mil  the  identical  spot  where  t  he  li  rst  and  o'-jy  wliitc 
man  liscd  over  the  winter  of  I7;{0  .'H.  In  isno  I  went  t  <  •  Soul  hl)ridu('. 
!  had  no  oecasi(m  to  \isit  thi-  place  until  three  \car<  a^c  '  l"-''^'.  | 
found  e\-eryl  hini:-  had  (dia  ni;-ed  :  ilieidd  Ilardim;  man-ioii.  ihai  had 
always  lu'cn  painted  white.  wa<  huiiied  down:  its  fi-onl  yard,  that 
had  heen  kept  so  neat  and  tidy,  had  ^rown  u])  with  hriers;  tlie  haru, 
onee  lilied  with  cattle  and  -lieep.  was  fa-t  ,:;«»in.i;  to  decay;  tiie  walls 
and  fence<.  that  once  were  kept  up.  were  t  miihlim;- down  ;  the  hriwli, 
that  had  heen  kept  down,  had  urownnp;  the  Joseph  Smith  cidlar 


Im-<'11  tilled  uji,  JntI  tJic  /K-(/r  /  rrc  (nid  vrll  inn-  IIk  re  !i>  iflrufi/;/  llu- 
pi  (I  re. 

'I'lic  iK'iL^lilxHs.  (>r  \\lioiu  I  li;i\t'  -|)<ikcn  ;i-  new  coiiici  --.  Ii.:m1  liccii 
told   lli;ir  llic  tirst  scl  t  li'liiciil  llic  I      diliL;'  Inil  :iv|licrf 

is  a  cclhir-liolc  iilxmt  !i  I  teen  i  .hI<  ikhIIimiuI  I  Ik-  jD-cpli  Smit  li  cfl  l;ir 
had  Ih'cu  lillcd  u]).  liicy  |Miiiitcd  oiil  llic  loriiiiT.  iiii-l ak«-ii |y.  a-  Ix-iiii;- 
rlic  lil-'^r  sctl  l<'|-">.    'I'his  \\a-  the  iva-oii  thai,  atlci'  |  )('iiin--i( -ii 

oL  (  iiarics  (  ooiMT.  the  owner  ol  the  land.  1  niai-Ked  liic  inie  plai^c 
\\itli  \\(H)(h  whieh  1  liuiie  will  la~i  nniil  ilie  ( ^»ni  iia  I  la  ni:'  M  i-l  i  iiica  1 
Soeiel  y  suhst  it  nle<  -onn'thinu'  niorr  endni'inij,'. 

,I(ise|)h  Snnt  h  took  an  aei  i\ e  pari  in  1h>i  h  ehnr<'li  and  h  iw  ii  atlair-. 
and  was  a  worthy  i-ili/en  A-  a  nnanlier  ol  ilie  eonuniliei  eho-en  to 
lot  out  the  pew-.-pols  in  ihc  lir-l  nii'dini:,  hoii~e  in  Si  ni-ln  idue.  and  in 
awarding  the  iiew-^poi >.  wained  lo  ha\<'  dn<-  I'euai-d  tor  a  eiti/en"- 
woith  and  n-(dulne-:>,  onl\  iwcKc  were  lound  in  the  whole  idwii  o| 
Si  nriiridi^-e  (  which  in(dutlci|  pari  (d  Sont  hlnidi^-c  at  that  1  imc  ;  m,  ,i  c 
worthy  oi-  ii-(d'nl  than  Mi.  Smith:  that  he  was  not  a  -npci-iii  ioii- 
man  i-  <liow  n  in  his  aceei  ii  a  nee  o  r  pew  -^p^i  \n.  1:1.  w  hich  he  ota  iipicd 
tor  many  year>. 

Ih'  was  a  la w-al>idinij,'  eili/en:  he  wa-ciecicd  I'on.-lalde  al  the  lir-l 
town  mi'ct  in^-  and  was  i'e-(deet  ed  many  t  imcs  :  he  did  I  he  pi  dice  dm  y  lor 
the  w  liole  tow  n.  II i-^  nnilorni  was  proha I dy  madi'  ol  ••  ,-heep"s  L!,ie\  ."" 
a  eloth  made  h\'  eardinu'  white  and  Mack  -keep  -  wool  lo^■e^ller:  ihe 
color  would  he  \aried  hy  pullinLi,'  in  mor<'  whiie  or  nnn-e  Idaek  wool 
as  e\a'ry  ;;-ood  hou^ewite  unde!--iood.  and  no  iii^ii-pi-iced  color  nnxer 
\\a-  re(piired  in  ihoseday-:  il  wa-  i'arded.  -piin.  wo\c  and  mad''  up 
l»y  M  rs.  Smith,  wit  h  the  a--i-lanee  ol  her  dauL!  liiei'-:.  Mary  and  M  e- 
liilahle.  'The  style  of  that  -uit  wa-  the  same  a  -  w  c  -ce  occasioiia  1  ly 
on  our  <lree|s  today — short  pant-  and  lonii,'  sioekinu--  the  only  diirer- 
eiiee  h(  ini;'  that  the  weai'^'r  rode  lior-ehack  wiili  hi-  wile  kehind  him. 
in-t<'ad  <d'  a  tanihan  w  heel  w  ii  h  hi-  wile  kctore  him. 

I  ha\o  s[)okenof  ,lo~eph  Miiiih  a-  the  lii-t  -eliler:  wc  all  know  ihai 
others  drew  lots  and  coinmeneed  eicarini;'  away  the  loi-e.-i  and  prepar- 
ini;'  tor  I  n t  u re  h< •me-  at  m-  a  i  lou t  I  he  -aine  1 1  ,ue  t  hat  Smil  li  did  :  1 .  c \- 
all  worked  duriui;'  the  -mmner  and  aiilumn.  hiil  then,  all  except 
doseph  Mnitli,  reliiiaicd  to  liieir  home-  in  ihe  dill'd'cni  town-  liom 
whence  tiiey  came.  It  i-  not  uoim;-  lo  a  place  and  -loppinu  a  lew 
montlrs  which  makes  a  re.-idenl.  <'ili/en  oi"  paupci-.  and  I  don't  think 
it  makes  a  i^i'lllcr. 

Mr.  Snnth  UnoiI  at  (me  place  rr(»m  the  lim<'  he  commenced  in  IT-'IO 
until  lie  died  (d-  old  a-o.  An-.  17,  17S-J.  W  here  he  wa-  hnri.-d  ••  Id-- 
lory  sayeth  n<it."     ili^  wite.  Ai)i(d.  li\ed  until  March  7.  17s;-;. 

'I'hc  iihl  jicar  tr  c  is  -till  .-landiui;,  and  hore  Iruil  tln'  |Ki,-t  -ea-on.  and 


1  tlic  iili'ii-uif  (»!'  t:i-I  iiii!,-  .-nine  (.1   i|  .     At  tlic  -Mine  I iiiu'  I  was 

i  »'iuiii(li'(|  oT  I  lie  ^'I'cat  pro;;-!  *'--  made  in  liortirullui  ('  in  tlx-  i)a.>t  170 
vcai-. 

AXcKs ri;\  ov  ,)()si<:iMi  smi'imi. 

i'Ri-:i'Am':i)  HV  ciiAkLi<:s  l,  xi<:\vhaij.. 
1.  lliAin  Smiiii  caiMc  finiii  .\<-\\  liiiclvciiliain.  Xnilollc  Counl,}-. 
l-jiii'land.  .Ian.  ;{(),  Kj.JT.  a,L;(Ml  ;{()  years,  called  liu>l la ndnian,  liiiii;;'in<;; 
his  wile,  I'lli/abel  li.  ai^'ed  ,"5 1  yea  i<.  a  tid  his  (dd<'sl  two  sons.  I'ruhably 
he  had  a  !)i(»lher  Snnineh  hum  in  HIO'J,  who  eanie  {o  \\'at eitowii,  XeAV 
I'lnuland.  in  Id.'M.  I  [en  i\-  set  Med  in  !)edlianuand  was  a  i  iceniaii  in 
KIIO.  lie  was  hnriK'd  oiil  at  hedliani  in  1(111,  as  we  leani  from  the 
fee(,rds  <d  liiat  tow  n.  He  reni(»\('d  to  Medli(dd  in  Klwl-'J.  and  resided 
on  w  hat  is  now  Sonth  st  reet .  at  the  1  oo(  (d  M  i-.  AN'ilsoii's  titdd.  lie 
seems  lo  h;i\e  ha<l  the  eonlidenee  ol  his  low  iismen,  as  he  serx'ed  on 
the  hoard  oi'  s(deetnien  i;{  years.  His  will  was  dated  KiSl.then  ot 
'raunlon. 

The  ehiidren  ol  Heiii'y  and  I'di/ahiMh  Smith  were: 

"2.  dolin.  h.  in  I'Jiiiiand;  m.  Lydia   

;{.  Seth,  h.  in  iMii^-Iand  :  m.  Kii'.O.  Mary  'riini  sion. 
-1.  1  )ani(d,  h.  ( )ei'.  —  IC'Ji). 

5.  SninucL  h.  (K-t.  1;{,  Kl-ll;  m.  Kidl),  I'dizahel  li 'rnrner  and  Sarah 
How  ers. 

C.  Joseph,  h.  Ano'.  -JO,  l(;i;{;  d.  IC.CI. 

.").  Sa  M  r  Sm  rrii,  ( llowi/  ),  horn  in  1  )<'dham  ( »er.  ].'{.  1  (M  1  :  married 
in  !(;(;!»,  I'di/al>eth  'I'mner.  lie  iidiei-ili'd  his  lather's  house  lot  and 
l)nildiii^<.  W  hen  the  Indians  made  Ihealtaek  n])(»n  Medlield  his  wile, 
l'di/al)el  lu  t  ook  her  youni^'est  ehild,  Sanuud.  then  a  yt\ar  and  a  hal  f  old, 
in  hei-  arms  and  lan  toward  the  fort.  \\  hen  a  little  way  Irt.m  the 
house  ilie  sa\ai;'es  o\erlook  her  and  kille(l  ln'i-  )>y  a  hlow  on  the  head. 
The  (.diild  was  thr(»wii  on  the  liround  and  l(dl  lor  dead,  hut  was  only 
stunned,  and  alter  some  time  reeo\rred  eonseiousness  and  erejit  to 
Ihe  dead  hod\-  (d'  its  nntther.  w  hei'e  it  was  tonnil  and  cared  lor.  One 
year  from  that  day  Samuid  Sndth.  Sj-..  jnarried  Sarah,  widow  id  John 
r.owcrs.  who  was  also  killed  liy  ihe  Indians,  lie  died  in  KV.M.  and 
his  w  ile  died  in  1  70  I. 

The  tddldren  ol  Samuel  Sndlh  wcj'e: 
i;\  I'di/aheth  : 
7.  I'di/ahelh,  h.  1070;  d.  ](i71. 

S.  Kli/aheth,  !».  1071;  m.  170  i.  l-dea/ei'  Pai'l  ridu'e  ;  d.  1701. 
i).  Samu(d.  1».  1071:  m.  10!),").  Idi/aheih  Adams,  who  d.  17rj;{:  he 
d.  171:i. 
I'>\-  Sarah  : 

10.  Sarah.  0.  1(;7S;  m.  Isi.  1701.  .Malhia^  ICvans:  lii.  :>d.  1720, 
1  h  nry  1  lardini!.-. 


ir)2 

11.  Ilriii-v.  h.  li'.SO;  111.  1st.  170:;,  1  )cIm»i';i1i.  .1.1(1.  ut  .loliii  Mini  !:<•- 
Imhh'.i  (( 'oIImh  ii j  I'latl  «.!  .Mnllirld.  w  lio  d.  iroC:  111.  Kos. 
.M.-ti'y,  dan.  oT  .loiial liaii  and  Mai\v  (i-lllis)  Adaiii>  (d  .Mcdii.dd, 
\\\u>  d.  172r):  III.  .'M,  h'ntli.  dau.  (d  Zccliariali  and  Alii^idl 
(  KHis)  iiiiilH'i-  (d  Mcdii.dd.     II.'  .1.  17i;{. 

12.  yatJuinid.  I).  ICS  I:  m.  1st,  170r».  Mary.  <laii.  (d  an. I 
Mary  { \N  ii;lil  ;  ( 'lark,  w  Im  .1.1717:  ni .  "Jd.  in  sani.'  v<-ar.  I  ,  \  dia 
rarlVidsv  .d  M.'dli.d.l.  \vli.>  d.  .Ian.  20.  177:5. 

Al)i;;ail.  I).  ICSC:  ni.  17(»r).  John  I'isli.'r:  .1.  172."i. 
11.  .Mary  J>.  less :  in.  Isl.  170(;.  ll<'in->  .  son  .)!' dohn  a nd  Idi/ali.  lh 
(  l''islicr  J  riinipt.ui:  ni.  2d,  1 7.'{2.  dalt.-/.  I'tnid  .>!  h.'.lliani:  in. 
:{.L  Joseph  Wiiiht. 
15.  1*1  n.l.'iK'.'.  I..  li'.Dl  ;  111.  1711.  J<.s. -pli  Whit.-  ..t  Mcn.l.ni.  Ma^^. 
12.  .\ A  rii.\Nii:i.  Smi  1  11.  {  SiiiiiueV\  llcnn/  ).\n>vn  in  Mc.lli.dd  in  li;s|; 
married  1st.  170."),  Mary.  .lani:,iit .'r  <>(  .los.-pli  an.l  Maiy  (  W  i-lii  j  <  lark, 
^vho  died  1717;  niarric.l  2d.  in  sani.'  \  .'ar.  I.ydia  Tart  ridi;.' < d  M.'dii.dd. 
\vli.»  died  Jan.  20,  177J.     Ik'  .li.'.l  Jan.  IC.  17(;2.     II.'  s.d.l  ITh  c^tal.'  in 
Mc.lti.'ld  in  17.">")  to  his  >()ii  Mli^ha.  and  r.'in<i\.'.i  a ppai-cnt  ly.  tn  Siiir- 
iM'itlL;.*.     He  w  as  a.ljn.lu'f.l  lunt  com       '\\\  17i'>l.  "hy  r.'as.m  <d  (.M  ai^e 
and  (k'cay  of  his  senses."" 

Th.' children  .>r  Xalhaiiiel  Smith  w.'re: 
\\\  Mary  : 
IC.  John,  I).  170<; ;  .1.  1707. 

17.  Joseph,  h.  1 707  ;  m.  1  7;M.  Ahiuail,  .Ian.  .d  Tiniol  iiv  and  M  ilit  iah 

(Clark)  llamani  ..1  Medliel.l. 
IS.  David,  h.  1711  :  m.  17;{7,  Hannah  l.o\cll  :  .1.  Kf.O. 
I'.l.  Jesse,  I).  1711. 

20.  Nathaniel,  h.  1717.:  d.  1710. 

21.  Xathaniel.  I).  1717:  in.  Sn<anna   .  wliod.  Nov.     .  1770. 

lie  d.  I'.'l).  K;.  1700. 

iJy  l.y.lia  : 

22.  Lydia.  h.  1721  :  m.  17  11.  J.)hn  Marsh  o.  .S| m  hri.lu.' :  .1.  177J. 
2."{.  Deh.u'ah.  1).  172."?:  m.  hanicl.  >on  <d  J.Jin  and  Su-anna    I  )ra- 

pei-)  riimpton  ol   .M.'.llield:  in.  2d.  177!'.  Aari>n  Allen,  an.l 
s.'t  t  led  in  Stni-hri.lu'.'. 
21.  Idisha,  h.  1720. 
2.*).  Mary.  h.  an.l  .1.  1721). 
17.  .I(»>i:ni  Smww.  { \<(/]i<iiiii  n-,  SxiuKd':  }[<iin/K  lii-i  -ciller  .d' 
Stiirhrid^-.'.  l»orn  in  M.'dlield  in  1707:  niarri.'.l  17;{l.  Ahi.-ail  |<m-  Aid. 'I  |, 
.lanL;ld.-r  .d  TiiiMit  hy  and  Miliiiah  (Clarkj  llamani  .d'  M.-diieliL  \sh.» 
di.'d  Maivh  7,  17s;{.     II.-  di.'d  An-.  17.  17S2. 

The  ^•hil.ll■cn  .)!' Joscpli  ;iiid  AlHi;ail  Smilh  w.'ii-: 
2(i.  Marv,  1'.  April  1,  17;t'.i:  .1.  voniii;. 

27.  M.'lnl.'dd.'.  h.  An^-.  21.  1  7  ll' ;  d.  in  St  iirl.ri.luv  S.'pt.  21.  I7:)l. 
2S.  J..<."ph.  0.  April  2;;.  17  1:5:  111.  Ix'c.  i:i.  1701;  S.ir.ih  LMc.':  le-  .1. 

Anu.  7,  I7s:!. 
211.  .Mary.  1).  April  2:5.  171:5. 

;j0.  'rhaiiklnl.  I».  Sept.  20.  177)1:  .1.  in  St nrl.ri.lu.'  same  day. 


JAMES  DENESON 


Hv  LKVI   n.  CllASi:. 


|;i:ai>  P.kioki;  iiii:  II i-;t< hmcai^  Socfiitv,  .Iim:  lis.  litoi. 


The  lonuntivc  pci  iod  ol'  any  I'litci'prisc  is  the  ci  itirul  one,  and  th«)>:(i 
promiiienr  in  its  inc'('i)ti(>n  arc  more  woiMiy  of  meiuion  than  those 
l)artii'i|)al iiii;"  in  a  suhsr(|H«'nt 

'Die  naiiK's  ol  the  men  and  women  w  ho  risked  llie  dan^^rrs  ol  pioneei' 
lile;  (li<»se  wlio  lii-st  snh(hted  wihl  natnr<'  and  the  sa\a_i;e,  are  the  ones 
lliat  on^ht  \()  he  <'ut  in  enduring'  i;iaidte  and  set  nj)  \N'here\er  a  Ih'st 
set  I  leinent  was  iiiad<'. 

ll  is  a  \\(»itii\'  act.  perlornied  hy  the  (^uinahau^'  Hist(»rieal  Society", 
in  nnirlvini;  and  meeting;"  today,  heside  I  )eiieson  roek,  near  tliis  viliaj;'e 
ot  Slnitt  h'ville  (in  Sonthhrid<;e ). 

'i'lie  ini^i'e  hou'ider  its(dt  has  )«'en  a  traveler  in  its  day,  and  with 
many  a  hard  knoel:  reeei\ed  on  the  Journey.  NN  lieii  the  roek  rested, 
had  come  to  its  phiee  (d'  settlemeiU  nixm  this  sunny  hillside,  ami  the 
aii'es  (»t  retui-ninij,'  wai-mth  liad  remo\('(l  tnnn  the  t'aee  ot  the  land  its 
letters  oi  iee,  thei'e  had  some  how  heeome  deraeh<Ml  a  >;re;it  slab  of 
many  tons  wei^lit.  wliieh  is  found  h'aidni;'  at  an  anj^le  of  toily-tive 
decrees  against  a  nearly  perjiendicular  side  »d'  the  parent  l)ody.  And 
in  that  way  was  made  th»;  roek-honse  under  wiiic-h  the  lii'st  settler  of 
what  i<  now  S(»ut hl)ridi;-e  found  slndter  f(»r  a  shoit  time. 

"James  I  )eneson.  born  in  Si-otland  and  iirst  sett  lei-  in  this  town" 
is  eut  n|H»n  the  stone  wliieh  mar];s  the  resting!,'  plaee  in  tln'  (dd  eeme- 
lery  al  SI  urbi  id^c,  ot  him  w  hose  memory  we  today  e(debi-ate.  'I'lie 
mystery  u[  his  j»ar<'ntai;'e  and  early  iile  t'lirnislies  seope  tor  the  imagi- 
nation; yel  indeed,  tor  a  i-omanlie  lite,  when  \  iewed  a<  a  ^\  hole,  little 
is  reipiii-ed  beyond  known  taeis. 

The  jtai'eiil ai;e  ot  his  w  ife  is  likew  ise  unknown,  as  w(dl  as  liie  date 
and  plaee  ot  their  man-iaii'e.  She  had  lo\ c,  eoura^■e  and  tairh.  and 
was  his  liteloni;' e<tmpani(»n.    She  was  called  Mn pf  rimee. 

The  name  of  dames  I)<'neson  appeal's  u)>oii  our  n-eoids  under  dale 
ot  duly  I,  1721).  Me  was  (uie  ot  the  12  pciiiioners  to  tlie  general  eourt 
askiiii:,'  fm-  a  i;,rant  ot  the  rro\inee  lands  lyiui;'  between  "Oxford  and 
Brimlitdd.  r»ro<.klield  and  the  |*i(»\inee  line."  The  i)rayerot  the  p(^ti- 
I  loners  was  i^ianted  about  two  months  later,  and  dames  r)enes()n 
beeame  a  member  ot  the  assoeialioii  called  propri«'t(n-s.'"  It  was 
decided  thee  <hould  be  litt\   <Iiaie<.  and  the  lirst  s(>frled  minister 


bC't'ii  ;iiti)r(»:u-liii)L;'  1  loiii  I  ln'  imil  li  to  I  he  \  iciiiii  \  i>\  Mr-.  (  ,1  n  \  li.-n  -  <• 
at  tlic  (.•(il'licr.     N't'iii'  \]\('  phu-c  llic  cut  laili'f'  (o  >i|-:.m.  I>i  iif 

•-^(•ii's   lane.  |ia<>iiii;'  to   lii-   Ikmi-c  wliicli  -iiiialiMl   -out  In  ,1 -1  o| 

W'illai-il  .Morsi'"s  hani.  'I'liis  I;iih'\\;i-  iiudowlilrdlN  n  -(•riion  <,[  the 
old  \\(M»(lsl(K-k  i.al  h  liy  Ihc  -id<'  (d'  w  liicli  Mr.  |)riic-(,ii  h.id  l.idl!  hi- 
lioii<<'  s('\ rii  or  ciuht  year-  I  ndi  ire  I  lie  1  <  1  \\  11  |;dd  out  any  iM:id-.  W  c 
lia\t'  louiid  the  |)lacf  (d  the  |Kirtiiiu'  hriwrcii  the  old  path  ;md  iln'  oiii' 
iH'w  Iy  iiiaii;cd  in  I?;}*.',  to  he  ahoin  where  Mi-.  <  ;irey"-  IhMi-e  now 
stands.  Ill  I7.")l.  lilteeii  years  laiei-.  the  town  aeee|  it  ei  I  a  ri..id  lr<ini 
tlie  hriduc  now  \\'e>l\ille  hrid-c.  ••{'>  tlie  nionlh  <>{  Ihllehel  i;i(..,k. 
theiu-e  ((»  a  marked  tree  and  to  the  -rhool  Ikmi-c.  iheiiee  more  e;i-i(  rl\ 
in  Sei'u'.  l)ene>on"s  lane,  then  in  ,lo-lma  llardinu"-  land  ami  on  to  ih<' 

Woodstoclv   road."    The  W  l-toek   ro.id   here  mentioned   wa-  the 

l.ehaiioii  hill  load. 

It  is  shown  hy  these  ree(.rd.-  that  the  -ehoid  iiou.-e  wa-  slaiidiiiu-  in 
1  ".">  I  near  t  he  t-orner  w  here  M  is.  ( 'a  rey  "s  hon<e  i-.  a  nd  that  1  he  pre -en  t 
road  from  there  to  W.  T.  Mor-e"<  i-  identical  in  location  with  '-iji'm'- 
-on's  lane.""  The  >cho(d  hoii-emay  lia\e  hceii  ten  year-  old  at  that 
lime,  and  wa<  doiroyed  l>y  lire  a  \farorl\\<t  lalei-.  It  i-  lieri'  -n^- 
-•ested  that  tlie  >ite  ot  tin-  >chool  li<,ii-e  mi,-ht  l-c  marked  hy  the 
(^liiinahaui:,'  Ni-toiieal  Society. 

i'wo  years  later.  IT.')*;,  a  road  wasacccpied  hy  the  i(twii  ••-;iraiL;ht 
Irom  Seiyi'.  1  )ene,-oii"<  I  hroiiuh  .lo-hna  liardinu"-  land  hy  his  hon-e 
1  now  .Mr.  Ha-k.dks  j.  lhi-on-li  llin-dale  <  larke".-  p.  The  <dd  road  |  now 
S(Mith  >tree|  I  west  ot  Clark-  harm"'  The  -anie  yea  r  1  I  7r.(;  1  ihetown 
wa-  di\ided  into  li\e-cho(d  di-lrict-.  The  vccond  or  -out  li  di -I  rict 
was  composed  (d  all  that  part  ot  Slurhriduc  which  i-  now  in  >oiiili- 
hridii'e.  In  localin^-  the  .-eho(d  lion-e>.  it  wa-  decided  that  No.  1 
should  he  ea-t  (d'  Seri;'.  |)ei!c<oii"s  ualeal»onl  twenty  rod-.""  I'la-I 
(d  W.  r.  Mor-e".^  ham.  on  l  he  noith  -ide  (d  the  old  (  ro--  road  o|  17.")-|. 
was  located  llu'  <eeond  -I'hool  Imu-e  in  17.")<;. 

.Mr.  Dcne.-on  -hut  oil'  thai  part  (d  the  lane  j  he  (dd-  \\o(,d-iock 
path  ),  wiru'h  w.a-  iiol  occupied  hy  ihe  tow  n  wa\  01  1  7o  I.  and  we  tind 
the  location  ot  his  i^^-ale  hy  inea-iiriiiu-  al)oul  iwcnly  rod-  wc-lvaiil 
Irom  where  the  new  -chool  house  wa-  located  in  177i<'i. 

in  17('>U  it  wa-  \oied  in  town  incctinu'  Ihai  the  road  I  lom  "hene- 
soli'-  to  |)ene.-on"-  I'.i  idlic  he  ^i\(•n  to  |)ea.  l"o-tei-.  in  w  ho-e  land  it  i- 
situated."" 

Ill  I7('>S  ilwa-  \(»ted  that  the  road  lormerly  u-ed  Irom  \atliani<d 
Smitlks  house  t  o  the  old  hl•id^»■  phu'c  known  liy  ihenanu'  ot  I  •cnc- 
soii's  hridi^'e  he  di-coiiiiniied  and  the  land  hack  to  -aid  Miiith  and 
Daniel  ITmiplo  i.  '!'he-e  .act-  ot  the  town  in  17di>  and  17'!^  clo-ed 
that  partoltiie.-oad.it  1 7;!'.»  leadi  nu'  Irom  si  nrhrid-c  nieci  inu  hou-e 


l.-)? 

to  .lonal  liali    .Miistdi's  .lu>c|ili   Mor-c'-.  \sliirh  lH-t\\<tii  Hi'' 

lir,-l  scIxMil  house  spol  (  M  i'>.  ( 'arcy's  ).  nml  llu-  l.ciiiiaiii  plarr,  tlifii 
owned  l»y  Xatluiuiel  Siiiitli.  Xoit  lierly  ol'  M  rs.  <  a  rey in  tlie  iia-luif 
laiitl  llieold  i-oad  i-au  still  be  located.  laf  we  liave  eoii-itlci  • 

some  of  tli<'  i'oiitem[)(nai'y  histoi-y«d'  tiie  loealitytd  Mf.  1  )fiifr. >ii'- 
I'esideliee. 

Ill  Ilis  day  there  was  no  man  more  aeti\e  in  the  allair-  (d  llic  town, 
or  more  ii«»nored  hy  lei  low -eil  i/en<.  l  ha  n  .M  i .  !  )fiM'-on.  \o\riii- 
her.  1 7.'{."{,  dames  Deiie-oii  was  (deeieil  rhaiiman  ol  the  •MMiiiimit  Ire 
Tor  ordering-  ye  allaii's  ot  )(•  |dantarhm."'  Me  li  a  eommil  I  ci'  w:i. 
chosen  annually  hy  the  a--oeiatioii  iinlil  allci-  !l,f  in.-.irj.ni  aiioji  ..i 
Ihelowii.  lie  was  re-(deelcd  to  the  >;un.'  po-iliMO  in  1  ;.;  i ll,.- 
same  year  t  o  assess  the  jtro]  nietor^  and  i)ro\id<-  lor  ju  i':i,hi  .  1m 
1710  he  wa<  (deeted  to  the  li(»ard  (d  -eledmcn  (d'  StnriM  id-c  and  \x  a  • 
re-elect  ed  sc\ cnt  een  t  imes. 

The  selet-tmcii  at  thai  time  managed  the  school  alVair<.  and  .Mi. 
I  )eiies(»n  e.-.tal)lished  the  lirst  sidiool  in  that  pai  r  of  Slm  ln  idue  imw 
in  Sont  hhridi;-e,  iisiiii;-  liis  harn  or  his  iion.^t,"  uid  il  a  Imildinu'  could  he 
<'rected  lor  the  purpose.  It  is  supposed  that  the  lirst  liMcher  at  that 
place  \\a<  M;iruar<'t  .Maninn--. 

A  hioL:,raphy  (d'  .lames  hene-^on  would  iindude  a  histoiy  cd'  the 
allair-:  ol'  the  town  loi-  a  period  o\'  nearly  I  hirt)  y<'ars.  Misname, 
\arioir-ly  sptdled,  is  lound  on  almost,  e\ery  pai;-e  (d'  the  Snirlu-id^t' 
town  rei'ords  during'  tlial  lime.  And  IVom  :ippearances  no  man  stood 
hiuhei-  in  the  esteem  ol  his  lei  low-cit  i/eiis. 

'I'lieic  was  horn  lo.laii>es  I  )eneson  and  Experience,  ids  wile,  Aui;'. 
\~'A'2.  a  daui^hter,  w  ho  \\asal>o  named  |]  \  perieiice, t  h<'  li  rst  t-hi  Id 
Imuii  in  this  jilace."'  say  s  |  he  t  own  records.  She  was  the  only  child. 
She  married  dan.  21.  IT.')!,  L'alph  W  lu'cdock  (d  MedTndd,  aiul  died  in 
1  Ti')").    Their  children  w  ere  : 

Miriam,  whom.  I77;{.  Joseph  l)re<>er. 

I)enes(m.  ill.  17s  I,  dianima  l)a\  is. 

L'eliecca. 

I.'alph.  m.  17SI.  Ahi-ail  I'da-hlitdd. 

Mxpeiience. 

I'ri.M-illa. 

Deiieson  \\  he(d'.»ek  and  K'alph,  hi<  hrother,  hoth  sei\'ed  in  the 
l>e\  <dut  ionary  W  ar. 

.Mr.  \\  heelocl;  married  sec'ond,  17f><i,  l^xperience  < 'rary  of  NN'oodstock. 
They  liad  children:  I'dea/er,  Mphi-aim,  James.  I'l-iscilla.  Moses,  Calvin 
■and  I  uiher.    The  late  Trisiam  S.  \\  lieidoi'k  was  a  ^on  of  Kphraim. 


ruder  tlio  pines  ill  (lie  old  cciiu'tn  y  at  Stm  ltridi;c  ecntcr  an'  tlic 
gi'aveKtones  marking- t lie  plaec  ol   Imi  ial  of  .lames  I )rii('son  mitl 
wife.    The  talilets  ar«'  large  and  ot  red  sandstone.    They  are  <|uii<' 
curiously  earved  aud  (U'eorated.    'i"he  inseri|ttions  are  as  lollo\v<: 
In  Memory  ol 
Mr.  .lames  hciieson  horn 
In  Seorland       tirst  Smlcr 
in  this  Tow  11.  wlitt  hied  May 

In  y<*  S.")  ye.ir  ol 
his  Age. 
My  II. 'sh  <hall  >himl>fr 

in  the  (;round 
lill  llie  last  tnimiM"t< 

.loytul  Sound 
I  hen  liiir<l  f  hr  ( 'hain< 
W  it  h       (M'l  surprise 
in  my  Sa\  ioiii  's 
Imag.!  ri>e. 

In  Memory  ol 
Mrs.   i-'xperieiiee  wife 
of  Mr.  .lames  hciiesoii 
Wlio  died  March  17. 
17S(),  In  ye  7."?  \'ear  u\  her 
Age. 

A  law  eternal  doth  Decree 
all  that  aii-  horn  shall  mortal  he. 


|nimikit|  Ijisiorical  |oetcfit  Jeafleis. 
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^^THE  TALE  OF 

TANTIUSQUES." 

TheSturbriclge  Lead  Mine. 

RkAI)  HIiFORK  THE   HISTORICAL  SoCIKTY,  JUNi:  21,  I902. 


liv  PROF.  Gi<:<)K(;i':  ii.  havni-:s. 

This  i»;i])('r  presents  sonic  ol  the  ciii-ly  clmiUfrN  in  tli''  <ior\  of  wli.il 
is  i>rol)al)Iy  llic  oldest  'Mivin-  "  miiic  in  llm  I'nitrtl  !i  1 

eanie  known  to  the  whites  in  ICll'l.  and  lias  been  w  (.i  kcd  im.  i  :u:i  i-  u'.  1  v 
for  more  than  two  centniics  and  a  hall'.     Today,  an  up  h.  d.!!.- .-  .i 
poriitioii  is  (U'vtdopin^  the  pos-ihi lit  ies  (d'  this  anri<  ni  piopci  i  y  i-s  tl..' 
methods  of  modern  niinin<;-  eni;ine(Miii;:,-. 

Siiiii-iilariy,  it  is  the  \  ery  early  chapters  »d  tin-  >tor\  whieh  ai<'  at 
onee  the  most  interest in^\  and  also  the  ni<<>i  avei'-^il dc.  I  hai  ih.  \ 
ai'e  tiius  accessible  is  due  in  lar^c  measni  c  to  a  nuaniier  oi  ihi-  S(n  !.  i  \. 
a  zealons  ant icpiai'ian  by  instinct,  cautions  and  accnraic  in  rc-carrli. 
f.evi  i>.  (  base,  l-'ive  or  six  yeai-s  aij:o,  wliile  the  iate  kev.  lulward 
Porter  wa--  lakin;;-  an  anii<jnarian  browse  in  this  rc^^ioii,  he  became 
intei-ested  in  the  story  (d  the  old  lead  mine.""  Mi-.  ( 'liasi;  asked  him 
ir  lie  did  not  think  that  ainoni;-  the  nnpnbli-hcd  [»,!pcrs  (d'  the  \^'inthI•<-p 
lam ily  there  111 i<;-ht  i>e  t(Mind  sonic  mah  rial  ol  interest,  ^^>llo\\  iii^ 
up  that  suir^^-cstion,  Mr.  INnter  (piestioned  Robert  < '.  Wint  hrop.  .)  i.. 
<d'  Ho.-toii.  the  prrseid  rci)resent at ive  oj  the  Winlhroii  tandly.  who 
replied  that  (piite  a  nnmltcr  ot  r<derence-  to  'I'ant  ins(pies  w  ei  to  lie 
f<Hind  in  those  [lapcr^.  but  that  Mr.  roller  was  the  tii'Si  4.e.>,->i:  v.l),, 
had  ever  expressed  an  interest  in  them.  He  piomi-ed  to  U-ol  i,n'oii;^^h 
the  tainily  jtapers  lor  -nch  materials,  and  to  make  il)_cni  available  for 
study.  The  liilliliment  of  that  promise  is  i.o  lie  :'oumc,  .  mi  ^.  (dmiie, 
which,  at  Mr.  I'orK'r's  sni;-u-e>t iim,  Mi-.  Winthrop  pie>eiit.(;  the 
American  A  ni  i(pia  ria  n  S(»eiet_\.  at  wh(»se  library  in  '.''onespM-  it  is 
lioped  that  many  will  be  interested  to  examine  it.  '  In  t'la*  <>,\e  \  ohi!i'«  , 
.-jdeiididly  nhainled.  indcxetl  ami  edited,  we  h.avc  alMiut   1 7')  oriuina I 


(loc'Uiiir'nt  > — Indian  (lco(h.  (lii;';^iii<;-  t-ont  l  act oxpt'iisc  aci-Cjuuls,  let- 
ters, etc.. — whicli  tell  the  st<ii-y  (•!  llie  iiiin<'  in  it-  lii'.-l  l.'.O  years. 

Mr.  Porler  liccame  nineii  int eic>l i-d  in  tlie-i-  (locuuients,  and  was 
[tlannini;'  a  rai-ct'iil  stndy  ol'  them,  when  hr  was  (»\ crt nkcn  by  liis  fatal 
illness.    'I'his  d<'\-(>l\<'d  hi-  ta-k  u[iMn  a  r;ir  h'^-  ahie  haml. 

Last  snnniiei',  when,  at  the  i-(mjuc-i  (d  !,'e\  ,  (i.  \\  .  renidinan.  I  Cdii- 
seiitcd  to  present  Ixdore  this  Sneiety  a  ])a[ier  upDii  tin-  lead  mine:  it 
AN'as  iijx)!!  one  express  conditifiii.— thai  Mi-.  (  hasf,  the  piuncci-  in  tins 
stndy.  shduld  tidl  a  par!  (d'  the  -lory.  W  illi  surpri-e  and  with  ^irat 
re;j,-i-rt  I  learned  (inly  a  lew  day-  a-d  that  he  wonld  lind  it  iiiip<>-sih|e 
tn  carry  (mU  that  plan  at  thi-linie.  Mr.  ('luise  has  lndped  niewith 
man}'  Nalnahh-  eritiei-nis:  there  arc  part- (d  this  material  w  hich  he  ha> 
studied  mure  thoroiiuhly  than  any  niie  el-<',  and  1  irn.-t  at  .-.luiie  linuic 
time  he  will  place  h(dure  ns  the  re-nll  id  his  -tndie-. 

In  urantin;^^  the  charter  tor  the  Mas-achn-et  t  -   i'.ay  ( '<  d  uny  t  h' ■  a  t - 
teinioii  i)t'  ( 'hark',-  {.  was  lixed  imt  s<»  much  upon  the  iradiii^i,-  jii-ivil--^'  - 
ur  the  turm-  of  i;o\"ei-nnieiit  to  he  ^-ranted  to  hi-  sulijeci-.  a-  upon  p"- 
sihle  sources  (d'  rcNcnue  lor  him-elt.^    Ai'hirrary  laxe-  the  Kin;;  had 
ju.^t  renouiu'ed  in  th<-  Petition  ot  K'ii:iit.+    lint  he  was  re-idved  n<.t  to 
he  dependent  upon  ;j:i-ants  iiy  rarlianienl.    Accndiuuly.  I'V  lar  i!,>- 
mo-t  emi)h:itie  pro\  ision  (d'  the  chai'ter.  four  liuc-  repi-ai«-d  iu  -ul>- 
stantiully  the  same  w  ords,  wa-  t  he  in-'i-tence  ihat  lie-  laud-  -  rained 
to  ihe  i)atentees  s]i(,uld  yi(dd  the  Kin:;-  ^Mhe  tifie  part  of  ih'-  oai--  -I 
t;'ould  and  sih-cr  which  should,  lif/iu  t\nit-  to  lynie,  and  ai  all 
thereafter,  happen  to  he  found,  i^'otten.  had.  and  (/hteyned  in,  ai;.  '>\ 
within  any  of  the  -aiile  laiuis,  lymytt.-.  territories,  aiid   ju  la  inei 
etc.;  loi- the  Ivin;;' was  her<>  i;raidous|y  u-iautini;  to  the  pal<-niee^  "nil 
mynes  and  m\  neral!-.  aswell  ro\all  iii}  iie-  of  ;;'ould  and  -il\ei-  a- 
other  m\-ne-  and  mynei'all-  A\hat -oevei'.""; 

The  eaidy  colonists  shared  the  hojie  that  Id  horado  iid;;ht  Ik-  di-- 
coveri'd  in  N<'w  I'^n^ilaiul.  i-"oremo-r  of  them  all.  hoth  in  hi-  know  |- 
('dj;"e  of  the  natural  -sciences,  and  in  hi- /eal  Im' de\  el(.piii;;  all  p<.--ilde 
ininei'al  re-ources  of  the  new  land,  wa-  J(din  W'inthrop,  ,)r.,  who  had 
follo^\•ed  his  father,  (iovernor  \N'inthroit,  to  Jlo-ton  in  \V,'M.  Jlis 


•  Mr.rch  .<„  iraS-g.  t  June  7,  162S. 

5  Records  of  the  (lov.'rnor  and  Company  of  tlie  Mass.icluisetts  Hay  in  New 
-  Env'-land,  I.  3  -10. 

I  I  Of  llie  little-known  but  versatile  career  of  John  Winthrop.  Jr.,  Frederick- 
John  King-s\)iir  v.has  given  scniie  account  in  the  Proceeding's  of  the  American 
A'ltlquarian  Society,  Xew  wSeries,  XII,  pp.  295-806.    See  also  a  much  fuller 

'-'account  ny  '1  ho. aas '  Franklin  Waters,  in  the  Publications  of  the  Ipswich 

'Histtjrical  So  iety.  i2yy. 


Kil 


iiiiiiiii<;'  ciilei-prises  wcri'  many,  aiitl  claiiiifd  his  atti-iilion  lliroii^h  a 
loii^-  scries  (>r  }eai-.s.  AiiK.iii;  tlir  lir-tot  liin  vcnluro  caiiK'  tlu'  salt 
works  at  Ryal-siilc,  tlicn  a  part  <.!  Salnu;  tliese  he  liad  <vt  ui)as  early 
as  1(;:{.S.*    Ill  KUlt  tlK-  (;en<'ral  Coui-t  had  ordered:      iM)r  the  iiieur- 

a^iiieiit  of  siieh  as  will  advent ure  tor  the  diseo\ery  of  iiiiiies,   

whosoever  shallhee  at  theeharuc  for  the  di.-e(»very  of  any  nnne  witl'in 
rills  jiirisdiet ion  shall  enioy  the  same,  wit''  a  lit  jH»ili<in  (d  land  to  the 
suiue,  I'or  21  years  I  o  theii-  |  proper]  use:  ^'v  after  that  time  ex[iired,  this 
Court  shall  have  power  to  allot  so  mm-li  of  the  hen<'til  thereof  to  puh- 
like  use  as  they  shall  lliinke  eipiall.*'  It  was  in  this  same  yeai-  that 
the  youni^-er  W'inthrop  went  t(t  iOn^land  :  upon  his  i-eturn,  two  years 
later,  he  hroui;ht  o\'er  NNoi-kufen.  miniiiL!,'  imideuients.  and  £1(100  for 
the  estahlishini;-  of  iron  works,  {''orthwilh  he  petitioned  the  Ceneral 
("(uirt  for  eneouraj^cment  to  the  undei-takers  of  the  enterprise,  and 
e\('n  for  the  direet  eo-o))ei'at ion  of  the  Court  in  fui'therin;;'  the  ^\()rk. 
In  reply  the  Court  ex{>ressed  its  eordial  appi-(t\al  (d'  this  enteri)rise  as 
a  ''thin;^,-  niueh  eondu.ein,i;'  to  the  <;-ood  of  the  country, "  hut  a  laek 
of  funds  in  the  treasury  pre\'enled  the  i;rant  of  any  money.  But  to 
the  i;rouj)  ol  individuals  who  joined  in  this  Ncnture  the  Court  <;-ave 
nearly  evei-y t hiiii;-  f(U'  whieh  the\  asked,  \\/.:  a  monopoly  <d'  it  fui' 
■2]  years  liherty  to  make  use  (d'  any  six  [dat-es  not  already  _ij,ranted 
and  to  have  three  miles  S(juai-e  in  e\ery  place  to  them  and  their  heirs, 
and  freedom  from  puhlic  charges,  tiainiiii^s,"  r^c.  C ndei- such  aus- 
l»lces  iron  woi'ks  w  ere  started  at  kynn  and  at  r.raiut  i  I'e.  w  hich  f"r 
<iuite  a  time  were  prosecuted  with  consideraldr  /e.;l  an  I  i.cc(— In 
midsummer  of  K;  !  I  the  (jeneral  ( 'ourt  i;'rant«'d  Mr.  \\  ini  lirop  a  piam  i- 
tion  at  or  near  I'ecpiod  for  ir(Ui  works. ||  Later  in  the  -auc  year  ih  - 
( 'oiu't  passed  \erv  encourauini;  resolutions,  w  hich  look  iioiiee  oi  the 
L'lOOO  ha\  inii,'  hcen  already  dishursed,"  and, — as  il  in  turtlna- eiicour- 
!ii;'ement  <d'  the  youni;'e!"  \\'inthrop"s  entei'prise.  -  there  follows  ituiue- 
diat(dy  this  decree:  Mr.  John  \\  inthrope,  lunior,  is  ^l;^med  ye  hit! 
at-  'rantous(j,  :d>out  (iO  ndles  westwai'd,  in  which  the  iilack  li-adc  i-, 
and  liherty  to  jiundiase  some  land  theic  of  the  Indians. 

Tiie  existence  of  de])Osits  of  o-iapliiie  in  that  rei^-ion  had  keen  known 
early  in  the  ("(dony's  liisiory.  In  MV.VA.  John  Oldham,  ol  interest  in*;- 
mem(U-y  in  connection  with  hoth  the  IMymonth  aial  .Massachusetts 
Ika}'  Colonies,  made  the  trij*  overlaiul  to  Ct»nia  cticut,  trading' 

*  Felt,  Hist<:)ry  f>f  Ijiswich.  p.  73  ;  F-  ^I.  Caulkins,  History  New  Li)ndun,  j)]) 
40,  .(I, 

t  June  2,  1641  ;  Rec.  of  Mass.  Col.,  I,  :i27. 

t  Hoston  Reccjrds,  I,  6S  ;  Winthrop,  11,  p.  21     S.iv.ijje's  note, 
li  J  line  2S. 

§  Nov.  13,  164;.    Mass.  Rec,  II,  8-'. 


tho  fiulijins.    Ho  rctunicd  with  a  stock  of  and  hoavor.  lie 

hrougiit  also^'soinc  ))lack  load,  wlicrtMd'  tlic  Indians  told  liini  tlicic 
was  a  wliole  rock.'"t  Such  a  disco\cry,  luentioncd  l)y  (iovci'nof  W'iii- 
throp,  could  not  iail  to  arrest  the  attention  ol  liis  son,  caj^cr  lor  all 
in i ncra logical  rosea rchos . 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  grant  by  tho  (ioneral  Court  soonis  merely 
to  have  given  valicHty  to  what  liad  already  been  gotten  undei-  \vay. 
I'ive  Aveoks  earlier  William  I'ym-hon  of  Springtiidd  had  written  to 
Sli^phon  Daye.  tlio  tii-st  pi-into!-  in  tlie  iOnglish-Ameriean  Colonies, 
telling  liim  of  having  connnended  him  to  the  good  graces  of  a  certain 
Indian,  with  the  assurance  that  tlu' ( Jo\ ernor  was  sending  this  man, 
Daye,  to  sercli  for  sometliing  in  the  grouTui,  not  for  Idacdc  l<'ad  as 
they  supposed  hut  for  S(^me  other  mett(d."+  Hut  Daye's  prospecting 
tour  in  Winthrop's  inteiest  was  already  begun,  lor  on  the  \-ery  day  on 
wliicli  tliis  letter  was  writt(Mi  to  him.  lie  secured  for  W'inthrop  from 
W'ehucksham,  the  sachem  of  the  region,  'vlor  and  in  considorati(»n  of 
sundry  goods,"  tlie  grant  of  "'ten  ndles  round  ai)oul  the  hills  u  h(  le 
tiie  mine  is  thats  calh'd  black  lead."  Only  two  (hiys  betoi-e  the 
Court's  grant,  as  if  to  nnd;e  assurance  d(nil)ly  sure.  Daye  secured 
another  deed  of  sale,  or  rather  a  confirmation,  from  N odowaliunt ,  the 
uncle  of  the  sacliem,  wlio  by  this  instiaiment  surrendereil  w  hat  right 
he  had  ''•in  that  i)lace  for  Ten  Miles."  As  if  in  doubt  whether  these 
tleeds  wx)u!d  b(.'  biiuhng,  since  they  were  securetl  before  the  action  (d' 
th(^  Geuei"al  Court,  two  months  later,*  Wintlirop  caused  tlie  wliole 
transaction  to  be  gone  througli  again,  with  miu'h  greater  formality  in 
the  obser\ance  of  both  huhan  and  luiglish  iiinceduic.  'I'his  time,  in 
consideration  of  ''Ten  r>(dts  of  \\'ampam|)eeg  with  many  Blankets  iV 
Cotes  of  'I'rucking  <  'lotii  and  Sundry  othef  (ioods  there  wa-  granted 
to  \Vinthroi> '^  All  tlie  lilack  I.ead  M ines  and  a  1 1  ot hei'  IMacesol  .Miiw- 
and  Minerals  witli  all  the  Lands  in  t  he  W  ildei  nes-;  lying  Ndrtbaihl 
West,  luist  and  South  KNumd  the  said  l>lack  Lead  Hill>  for  T. mi  .Mil.  ~ 
lOacii  way  oidy  IJeserving  f<»r  my  s(dfe  and  [icople  Libert)  oi  !•  i-ldn- 
and  Hunting  and  convenient  IMantiiig  in  the  s;iid  (irounds  and  I'oiid- 
and  IJivers."    Tliis  deed  was  signed  by  the  maik  <d  the  sach.  ni.  of 


t  History  of  New  England,  \Vinthrt)p,  I,  80-111,  n. 

I  Mass.  Hist.  Col.,  VI,  377.  He  added  that  the  l)lack  lead  "by  Ouassiiik;" 
t.  f.,  in  the  reyirtn  of  Tantiusques,  was  not  Sd  ^^ood  as  that  which  lay  live  or 
six  miles  further  to  the  south.  'J'his  latter  deposit  of  i^Taphite  is  located  in  a 
hill  lying  partly  in  tJr.ion  antl  jiartly  in  Ashford,  Ct>nn.— H  .lnlnlond-I.aw^,on 
"  History  of  t.Tnion,"  p.  36. 

•  The  "20th  of  the  nth  Month,  11144. 


liis  son,  .'Did  <tl'  Iiv<'  Iiidinii  witii<'s-<'s  and  l)y  tlic  names  of  live  Kni;li>]i 
witnesses.* 

Two  wcelvS  Ironi  tlie<l;ty  upon  w  iiieii  tlie  (ieneral  < 'oui  t  made  tlt«; 
^•raiit,  N\  iiitliid])  ^il;ll(Ml  a  eoiilraet  loi-  tin-  developi n;^,-  and  woii;in;^-  of 
t  lie  nnne,  cnt  lai-t  ini;'  tins  task  loa  man  nann'd  l\iii<i\  who  Inul  liecn 
one  of  Dave's  companions  in  pi-ospeel inu' and  in  nei;( >l iat inn'  flie  deeds 
witli  the  Indians.  W'int lirop  was  to  ad\anee  £'J0  in  trading-  (doths 
and  wampum,  in  eonsideration  (d'  a\  hicli  Kin;;-  a^i  eed  to  up  s{)eedily 
to  llie  hhu'k  lead  lull,  willi  other  men  of  his  own  hiring-,  th'M-e  to  di;^ 
the  hlaek  lead,  fm-  w  hich  he  w  as  lo  '•"  ha\  »'  aftef  Mhe  fate  of  fourty 
.*>;hiHin<j,s  for  excry  tnnne  to  he  paid  liim  when  he  had  di^^cd  nj) 
twenty  Tunnes  of  i;-oo(l  marchantal)le  hlaek  lead  and  put  it  into  an 
liouse  sale  from  tlu'  Indians."'  lie  was  als(»  to  in\esti;j,ate  another 
dei)osit  of  l)laek  h'ad,  mentioned  hy  the  Lndians,  and  if  it  should 
prove  e;isier  t<»  w  i>rk  than  at  Taid  iiis(pie,  he  w  as  to  notify  the  same 
to  tlie  said  dohn  \\  inthrop  with  all  the  speede  he  can."t 

Durini;'  the  iollowini;'  wiiUt-r,  on  a  journey  fiMtm  lio-ton  to  Say- 
ln'o(d<,  W'inlhrop  came  near  \isitin,u"  his  new  tictpusition.  Having" 
lost  the  trail  to  the  Mohe;^an  couidry  in  a  snow  stoi-m,  he  passed  the 
nii;ht  in  a  desei'ted  wigwam,  pi-o!)ahly  A\-itiiin  ten  or  tw<d\e  ndles  of 
the  mine.  His  tirsl  intention  was  to  \  isit  it;  tlie  next  nnjrnin;j,',  how- 
e\'er,  he  was  informed  liy  fri(Midly  Indians  that  he  had  (piite  nnssed 
his  way,  and  that  lie  was  headinj;-  toward  Sjirin^'lield,  to  which  place 
he  jH-oi'eeded  without  tuither  d(day.+  The  severity  of  the  \vinter 
would  ])i-ohal)ly  ha\('  made  miniiiL;'  inqiossihle ;  hut  if  K'iii;.^'  had  heen 


"  Washcoino,  tlie  sun  inenlioiicd  above,  ackno wludg^ud  this  ins'lruinent 
Ijcfore  Ricli.  lielliiiKlKiiii.  Ciov'r,  i.;  Due.  1(354.  It  was  aj^ain  eonlirined  b)'  liini 
Marcli  I,  it>-58-(>,  the  deser  i  pt  i<  >ii  bein.LT  :  "  All  there  vii^hi  in  the  Hhieklead  liill 
at  'rantins(]nes  with  all  the  land  round  about  the  saiil  hill  for  ten  miles. " 
Waslu-onioadds  :  ".Ml  that  land  aforesaid  with  the  said  l^laeklead  hill  and 
all  othei*  plaees  of  lilaeklead  or  otlu-i-  mines  or  minerals."  Another  cun- 
lirmation  liefore  ii\-e  witnesses  bears  date  of  id  Xo\-,  i(>jS,  the  eonsideration 
bcinj.,'-  "Ten  Yards  of  'ri  iiekin^'  Cloth,"  whieh  a  do/.en  years  later  seems  to 
liave  been  worth  about  foui-  shillings  a  yard.  (See  letter  of  Wait  Wintlirop 
to  Fitz-John  Winthrop,  .April  17,  u'.yi,  5  .Mass.  Hist.  Col.,  VIII,  386.)  This  last 
instrument  was  sworn  to  by  the  proprietor's  rej^resentati ve  ^une  27,  1683. 
'IMiese  five  ori;.^inal  d(jeuments  ai  e  in  the  vidume  presented  by  l-iobert  C. 
Winthrop,  Jr.,  to  the  Ameriean  Antic|uarian  Soeiety.  'I'hey  were  all  reeci  ved 
by  lCdw"d  [-"ynehon,  Re>j'r,  June  j  t,  175J,  and  reet)rded  in  the  registry  at 
S[jrin,ii;tield.    See  W.  1751-3. 

t  'I^his  may  refer  to  the  Union-Ashford  deposit,  or  to  a  less-known  and 
inferior  one  about  three  miles  nortli  of  the  mine.  The  inferenee  seems  to 
be  that  it  was  not  includetl  in  the  Winthrop  purchase. 

t  Winthroi)'s  aeconnt  of  liis  journey,  in  abl)reviated  f.atin,  is  printed  in  2 
Mass.  Hist.  Soe.  Proc.,  Vllf.  4-12. 


nt  'rantiusqiK's  at  this  time,  critaiiily  ^Villtllr()l)  \\(ml(l  liavc  iiimlc 
more  cHort  to \isit  the  miiic.  AIiIumil^Ii  ii  remained  in  Iiis  p(»-.-e>-i(m 
tliirt \'-t\V()  years,  there  is  no  e\iilenee  that  h<^  ever  -aw  this  proiM-rty, 
trom  whieh  he  hoped  so  mueh. 

l'\)r  a  mimlx'r  ot  year^  the  mine  lay  idle,  altlion^h  selieme-  tor  its 
ih'vekjpmeiit  were'  otten  under  disenssioii.  \  l)r.  K'olierl  <  hild,  whom 
\\'intliro[»  liad  interested  in  se\'eial  ot  liis  enterprises  \\iiile  la-t  in 
F.ii^'laiid,  ^vrites  to  him,  \ii";;in.!;'  him  not  to  hiy  out  too  much  expense 
in  ex'itcetation  ot  tindini;'  siiscr,  (d  tlie  presenee  o|  which  i;raptiile 
I'urtiishes  no  evi(U*nee,  as  lie  show  s  hy  a  deiuiled  ;ieeonnt  (»t  the  oeeur- 
roiiees  ot  i;'rapliite  in  Murope;  lie  adds  shrewdly:  1  am  unwiilin;;'  ti> 
heate  you  out  ot  your  <^reat  ho[)es  :  nay  i  hope  I  shall  not  di>eonraue 
you  trom  diu\i;'in;;'  hi-tily  ahoui  it ,  tor  t he  eomodit  v.  as  1  havctould 
you,  -wiscdy  mana;j,'ed.  will  maintaine  it  s(dte.  hut  pray  lei  not  out  too 
mueh  eost,  till  you  have  more  eertainty  t han  as  yet  you  ha\e."^ 
l"\)ur  years  later  ^^'int hioj*  wril<'s  to  ('hild  that  he  has  as  yel  done 
nothing"  ahout  the  mine,  heeause  ot  Ihedillieulty  in  the  he;j^innini;-. 
Except  a  i)lantation  Wi're  neere,  a  ^dod  st»»eke  it  ean  he  well  toi- 
houriu!  a  yeare  oi'  2  u-''  Iieeau-e  <>\  your  de[»ai  t nic  I  ha\-e  not  onee 
minded  to  raise  hy  othe!'  ad  vent  nre.'"t 

These  yeai's  ot  waiting'  were  not  a  j»eriod  td'  inaeti\  ity,  tormeaidinu' 
\\'inlhrop  was  petitioning'  the  ('onneetient  antlKniiie?  tor  the  eneonr- 
a;;ement  <d'  ''some  scai-eh  and  tryall  tor  metlalls  in  this  (  onnl  ry," 
eitine-  the  action  whieh  the  I'.ay  <  olon \-  had  already  tal^en.  1  n  re- 
sponse, the  ( 'ourt  <;fant('d  lioerai  monopoly  pi'i\ i  lei;-es.  in  ease  •>  t  he 
said  .lohu  AN'iiUhrop  Ks(]r  shall  diseouer,  sett  \ppon  and  meinleine.  or 
cause  to  he  touiid,  discouered,  set,  \  ppon  and  meinteined,  such  myIle^ 
ot  l<*a<l,  copper  or  tinn,  or  any  minerall--,  as  antinnmy,  \  itriall,  hlaek 
k'ad,  allom,  stoiie  salt,  salt  spi'in;;s,  (U'  any  othei-  the  like,  wilhin  this 
.hirissdietioii,  and  shall  sett\  pan\'  woi  ke,  lor  t  he  di^uint:.  washini;', 
nudtiii^',  ov  any  other  operation  aliont  the  said,  mynes  oi'  mineralls.  as 
the  nature  therecd'  recjuiret h/'t 

In  1057  Wiuthi-op  contracted  with  a  Sayhro(»k  man,  named  Matthew 
(Ji'is\v<d(l,  to  work  tlie  'l'antius(|U(  s  mine  on  shaics;  hut  it  is  doid>ttul 
it  this  was  earrietl  out.  In  the  tall  ot  the  sanu'  year,  li(»\\('\er,  he  at 
last  int«M-«'sted  in  the  mine  <ome  l>oston  men  ot  wealth  and  iidluenee, 
one  ot  whom  was  already  concerned  in  the  Lynn  and  lhaini  i ce  ii  on 
works,  II 

"  5  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  I,  153-155. 

I  March  23,  1648-9.    5  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  VI 11,  41. 

t  May  16,  1651.    Col.  Rec.  of  (.!oini.,  1 6 jd- idi'is,  pp.  222,  22^. 

II  This  was  W  illiam  Paine.  4  Mass.  1 1  i st .  1.,  A' 1 1,  402,  'l^he  other,  Cajn. 
Thos.  Clarke,  i:.  said  to  have  been  one  nf  ihe  l  ieliest  nieri'hants  in  Huston  ; 
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In  tlic  t'ollowini;'  s^n'iiii;-  ;ic(ua!  work  l)('i;";in.  ^'lic  lunv  pui't  iiei'S  are 
eager  to  se(;  prompt-  return^;,  l^'i'oiii  the  lii'st;  the  proMi'iii  ol'  ti"aus- 
portatioii  was  a  ])\izzliiig  one;  tliey  iiiipoiluiu'  Wint  liii 'p  Im  ••  larlc 
svK'li  a  c'orc'Cj  as  wlial  is  (»r  sha!  !»<'  digcil  ol:'  it  yoii  wii  spcds  l}-  ^it  it, 
to  the  water  side."'*  'I'liey  oiler  to  assume  W'iiithrop's  agreement 
with  Griswold,  since  it  is  essential  that  all  the  lead  be  kept  together. 
Again  they  suggest :  ttbr  the  earedge  of  tlie  leade  to  the  water  side, 
IJieh.  Ft'ellowes  is  very  willinge  to  ingage;  tirst,  by  goeiiig  a  turne 
or  two  v])on  tryall,  t'v:  after  t(»  goe  vpon  mor(^  scrttMi  pi  ie<' ;  nscc  c-on- 
seiue  hee  is  lited  lor  hoi'scs,  shall  leant'  him  to  your  sellV  lor  ron- 
olulion,  whieh  \\'ee  desior  yon  wouUl  hasten,  eonseiueingc  it  will  d(je 
best  to  traekc  the  way  betor<'  the  wead(!S  bee  grone  high.''t  They 
nnule  a  conditional  agrrcnH'nt  with  Fellows,  but  apparently-  \Vintliroi> 
overruled  it,  for  in  May,  Faine  again  writes  to  him  :  ^-  Von  ware  ])lesed 
iu  youre  last  to  giuc  vs  to  vntlcrstand  that  you  had  mani  carts  prom- 
ised you  to  feeh  tln^  led,  wich  I  hope,  before  thes  com  to  hand  you 
haue  feehed  what  there  is;  ]»ut  it  you  haue  not  alredy  feehed  it  away 
let  them  by  al  nicnes  earie  vp  barils  to  put  it  vj)  and  bring  it  in 
barils/"t 

The  mine  was  so  i-cmote  that  it  Nxas  hard  to  get  workmen  to  go  up 
into  the  wilderness  or  to  stay  there.  l''r(Mn  tinu'  to  time  W'inthrop  is 
urged  to  send  men,  tor  they  N\'hic-h  are  theare  are  wear}'  of  beinge 
theare,''  but  when  at  last  (uie  man  came,  under  \Vintin-oi)\s  direct  em- 
ploy, they  could  only  report :  "his  hoi  work  and  study  haue  bin  to 
mack  trobel  and  hinder  oure  men.*'||  <  ailed  upon  to  act  as  peace- 
maker, Winthro])  drew  up  a  contract  for  a  period  of  about  tw<»  years 
between  his  ptirtners  and  the  two  workmen ;  they  were  to  dig  or  raise 
''out  of  the  lllackbnid  nnne  at  Tantius(]ues  the  (piantity  of  twenty 
tuiines  yearly  ot  good  marchantal)le  black  lead,  or  thirty  tunnes 
j'early  if  the  said  (juantities  can  be  raistnl  by  such  labor  and  endeavor 
by  fire  cSc  othei-  meanes  as  are  usual  and  iK'cessar}^  in  such  workes." 
They  were  to  transj^ort  this  lead  to  some  convenient  ])oint  on  the 
Connecticut  IJivei'  betw^een  \Vindsor  Falls  and  IJockanum,  and  were 
to  receive  as  juiy  for  each  ton  so  deliveicd  '■•the  full  su-ue  of  Ten 


as  a  reward  for  public  service  this  very  year,  May  6,  1657,  there  had  been 
granted  him  by  the  General  Court  the  land  upon  which  was  situated  the 
black  lead  mines  in  what  is  now  Ashford,  the  mineral  from  which  l^ynchon 
had  declared  was  better  than  Tantiusques.  Hammond-Iyawson,  "  ii  istory 
of  Union,"  p.  36. 

*  4  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  VII,  404. 

t  2qth  I  mo.  1658.    4  Mass  Hist.  Coll.,  VII,  405. 

t  Ibid.,  4o3.    II  May,  1658. 

II  4  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  VII,  409. 
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])(>un(ls  ill  Kii^'lisli  i;-oo«ls  of  wIk'jiI  tlioy  '^Imll  dc^ii-o."* 

jMeiUitinio  W'iiiMirop's  iirniiji«j,'  li:id  Ix'coiue  waW  known  ;it  ;i  ilislunce. 
Jolm  Diiveiiport  ol'  New  lliivcn  w  rites  liiiu  a  Iricmliy  l<'th'i'.  inloi mini;- 
him  of  :i  re})Oi  t  that  luul  come  to  his  ears  tliat  black  h'ad  was  coni- 
uiandin^'  sucli  a  liiL;h  i)riec  in  London  tiiat  eNcn  ils  (hist  should  not 
be  cast  away  as  u?(dess."t 

Hut  mining  at  'i'antiiis(iues  was  a  crude  process,  and  i-eturns  up(ni 
the  investment  were  slow  in  nnikin^;  their  appearance.  In  Sept<'mlier, 
1658,  live  months  after  active  ojjerations  w  ere  be_nun,  \\'intlu-op  w  rote 
to  his  son,  then  in  London:  ''There  is  some  black  lead  di^'ged,  but 
not  so  much  as  they  ex'pected,  it  beini;-  very  dillicult  t(»  i;-ett  out  ot  ye 
rocks,  w*^!'  tliey  are  I'orced  to  breake  willi  lires.  tln-ir  rocks  Iteinix 
very  hard,  and  not  to  be  entered  luithei-  than  ye  lire  makctli  way,  so 
as  ye  charge;  hath  beene  so  greate  in  diugini;  of  it  that  I  am  liice  to 
have  no  i)rolii  by  ye  same."+ 

Months  later  the  same  dilliculties  ar<'  being  e\'perienc<'d.  Taiiie 
writes:  tin;  diging  ot  the  surle  [  sui'I'ace  "rj  bane  bin  xcrie  chargable 
to  vs,  l(»r  waiit  ot  a  horce  or  catel  to  cai'ie  theic  ^^'ood,  toi-  thay  can 
doe  nothing  but  by  lirii\g,  and  the  caring  wo(»d  \  pon  ther«.'  backs  lack 
^■p  the  gretest  part  ot  there  time:  thcrelorc  these  are  to  desii'c  you  io 

helj)  him  to  the  horce  or  a  paire  (d  oxen;  but  I  thiidv  a 

horce  wil  be  bcst.''|i 

llow^  long  work  was  i-ontinued  under  this  management,  and  how 
gi-eat  an  outjjut  was  secured,  theie  is  now  no  meaii^  (d'  Icnowing.  It 
is  feignilicant  that  the  last  extaid,  rid'erem-e  to  Taut  ius(pies  made  by 
its  lirst  pi-ojuietor  occurs  in  a  letter  trom  him  to  the  Secretary  ot  the 
Koyal  Societj'  ot  London,  which  had  been  recently  founded.  Wiu- 
throp  writ<'s  in  terms  <d'  the  highest  appreciation  of  his  privilege  of 
membei-ship  in  this  Society;  expresses  regret  that  his  earlier  commu- 
nications and  collections,  sent  to  the  society,  iiad  miscai-ricd  through 
the  accidents  ot  war;  and  gives  a  quite  exteiuh'd  acc(»unt  of  \arious 
minei-al  resources  of  North  America,  and  of  his  ex[)eriments  in  making- 
salt.  After  referring  to  sonie  of  his  heavy  ])ecuniary  losses,  resulting 
fiom  the  capture  of  vesscds  b}^  the  Dutch,  he  adds:  "  evident!  v  in 

*  This  document  is  sig'ued  by  Wintlirop  in  the  ])resence  of  two  witnesses, 
and  he  ajjpends  the  pledge  that  in  case  I'aine  anil  Chu  ke  do  not  assenl  to 
this  agreement,  the  two  men  "  shallljc  ]Kiid  i<>r  ttic  t>  ine  the\-  spend  about 
the  pay  intend  to  g^ett  &  as  2  men  sliall  jndgc  tit."  As  the  pajier  is  not  signed 
by  Paine  and  Clarke,  it  is  doul:)tful  if  it  ever  became  of  effect. 

t  Yet  the  price  which  he  quotes  "  8/  per  tunn  for  lead  in  the  bigger  pet>ces," 
is  less  than  that  promised  to  these  workmen,  and  far  less  than  that  which 
was  obtained  in  later  years.    4  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  VII,  496. 

t  5  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  VIII,  50. 

II  4  Mass.  Hist.  C  -11.,  VII,  410. 
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allufiion  to  'r;nitia?(]U('s."*  But  wlio  knovvos  the  Issues  of  Divine 
Providence!  L*ossil)ly  I  nii<i;lit  have  l)uri<'d  nujre  in  an  uncertain 
mine  (w<^*i  I  fancied  more  than  salt)  liad  not  such  accidenrs  prevent- 
ed,"! It  is  to  be  reg-rctted  that  liis  ^i-andson  and  uiany  a  hiter  niininj; 
specuhitor  coukl  not  have  profited  l)y  this  chastened  experience. 

For  the  next  lialf  c<'ntury  interest  in  'i'antius(iue8  centers  not  in 
niinin*j"  experiments,  but  in  the  (U^scent  of  the  pr()i)erty.  ^Vllen  John 
>Vintlirop,  Jr.,  died  in  l(i7(!,  tlie  bullc  of  his  hinded  estate  was  left  to 
liis  two  sons,  who  lield  it  in  counnon.  Vvr  years  the  only  mention  of 
'l'antius(|ues  is  found  in  two  letters  which  refer  to  the  preservation 
and  recoi'din*;;  of  the  Indian  deeds.  In  1707,  upon  the  death  of  his 
brother,  all  of  this  hmded  estate  canu'  under  the  sole  ownershij)  of 
Wait  \Vinthrop.  Pooi'  health  and  the  weight  of  public  cares  prevented 
his  en  gaging  actively  in  1  he  developing  of  tlie  mine,  but  he  was  keenl}' 
alive  to -the  importance  of  safeguarding  his  fauuly's  interests.  It  will 
be  remeuibercd  that  the  (ieneral  Court  had  granted  \\'inthrop  the  hill 
containing  the  uiine,  ''and  lil)erty  to  pui'chase  some  land  there  of  the 
Indians,"  and  that  the  deeds  had  described  the  land  i)urchased  as 
"  lying  ....  round  the  said  Black  lead  Hill  f<^)r  ten  miles  each 
way."  I IoA\ever  a  geometrician  might  inteipret  this  desci'iption,  the 
\\'inthro[)  lieirs  always  contended  that  it  (h'notetl  a  tract ten  miles 
s(|uare,  including  the  black  lead  hill."  In  the  middle  of  the  se\'en- 
teenth  century  so  extensi\e  a  pui\-h:ise  pi()))ab!y  attiacted  Jio  atten- 
tion, but  seventy-live  years  later  the  CJeneral  Court  was  making  grants 
whicli  threatened  to  trench  u{)on  the  W'inthrop  domain.  Accoi  dingly, 
in  1714,  rehearsing  the  improvements  which  his  lather  liad  made, — 
improvements  now  disc<uitimied  'M)y  reason  of  the  long  warr  and 
trouble  with  the  Indians," — Wait  AVinthro])  petitioned  the  General 
(  ourt  tliat  a  certain  (  apt.  Jno.  ('handler  might  be  empowered  to 
survey  this  tract '' to  be  to  your  petitionei'  and  his  lieirs,  and  the 
place  may  be  of  iccord,  that  any  new  grant  may  not  l)e  laid  upon  the 
same  land. "J  Some  nionths  later  he  intimates  that  although  his 
father's  right  to  t<'n  miles  s(juare  was  indisputable,  lie  himself  would 
be  satistletl  with  six  miles  S(puir(>.  \'et  the  Court  proved  willing  to 
grant  him  only  four  miles  s(juare.  Although  this  was  sJiort  of  his 
[)roi)osal  and     but  a  small  thing  with  respect  to  the  contents  of  the 

*  Says  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Jr. 

t  Nov.  12,  i668.    5  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  VIII,  135. 

t  June  25,  171.^.  6  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  V,  2y.),  295.  What  is  apparently  the  un- 
finished draft  of  another  petition  on  the  same  subject,  supposed  by  the 
editors  to  have  been  written  in  August,  1714,  is  to  be  found  on  pp.  297-299  of 
the  same  volume.  But  reference  is  obviously  made  in  it  to  the  survey  of 
Oct.  II,  171  ;,  which  would  point  to  a  later  date. 


jmrcliaso,  wliicli  wa^  ton  inilos  every  \\;iy  from  the  mine,''  yet  \\':iit 
Winthrop  deelared  that  lie  ^^as  not  unwillini;-  to  aeeept  this  as  a  set- 
tlement of  tlie  eonri'oversy,  proN  iileil  the  honndar'K's  eoiiUl  he  hi'ul  out. 
to  liis  satislaetion. 

.Tune  8,  1712,  the  ( 'ourt  ordered  the  makin;;'  of  the  survc}- of  the 
tract;  tliis  order  was  carried  out  Oetoher  11  ot  the  sanie  yeai-,  l)y 
( 'ai)t.  (  'handl(U",  accompanied  hy  ."\lr.  W'intliop's  son,  ,I(»hn,  ^^  llo  w  as 
directed  hy  his  fatlior  to  malce  carel'ul  in(iuii  y,  in  ordei-  to  locate  the 
most  vahiahle  land  oii  tlie  region  wit  hin  thetraet  .  Their  melhod  «d 
])rocednre  is  hest  i)resented  in  tlie  words  (d  a  later  statenieiu  and 
petition  which  \\'inthrop  sent  to  the  Court:  Tliey  had  hoped  to  take 
as  one  houndary  eitlier  th<'  Colony  line  ny  else  tlie  (^uinehaui;-  lli\  er, 

hut  ui>on  their \ie\\' they  I'ound  nothing'  helNNeen  the  mine  and  the 
river  as  also  hetween  the  mine  iM:  the  (N)llony  line  noihin^'  hut  moun- 
tains rox  not  improual>le  and  scarce  worth  anytiiinu":  whereupon 
th(\v'  layd  it  out  in  a  soi-t  of  trian;;'ular  s(piare,  that  they  mi;^ht  take  in 
som  <;'ood  land  with  a  *;reat  deale  (d'  ha<l,  and  thoniiht  as  lon^-  as  il 
took  no  moi'e  than  the  quaidity  ol  t'ow  r  ndles  squaic,  it  miiiht  answ  are 
the  intention,  it  hein;i,'  all  within  the  said  i)urchase  and  i!,rant(id  to 
uohody  else,  ....  hnt  the  House  ot  Kepresenlati\"es  w<'re  ple.ised 
not  to  he  satistied  with  it  inasmuch  as  it.  was  not  laid  in  a  s(piare.'"=* 
Winthrop  was  douhtless  i-i;;ht  in  intei-rin;;'  that  it  was  the  inlluence  of 
the  Si)rini!,'ti(dd  i-e[)resentat ives  that  hlocked  his  seheine,  for  these  men 
held  that  the  tract,  so  plotted,  would  ov<'i  lap  the  thi-ee  nnle  strip 
wdiich  tliey  were  ur>;in;4'  the  ('ourt  to  add  to  the  new  plantation  of 
lirimlield. 

^Vait  Winthrop  was  much  iiiscouiai;ed  hy  the  rejection  of  his  sur- 
vey, lie  wi'ites  to  his  son,  expressinu,'  tlie  fear  that  th<'  whole  i;"rant 
may  he  lost,  and  urj^ini;'  the  speedy  makinu'  of  a  new  sur\<'y  ^Mhat 
may  he  squai"(!  and  take  in  the  mine  and  as  much  (d'  the  l»e>t  land  as  it 
will";  lie  thinks  two  or  three  days  at  'I'aid iuscpies  would  linish  a 
new  i)lat,  now  you  know  wliere  the  hest  land  is.'"t  A  year  later  he 
is  still  ill  at  ease  ahout  tluMiiatter :  •'■Our  (ienll  (ourt  sits  in  a  few 
days:  I  wouUl  fain  do  somethiiii;' alnnit  t he  Tant ius(pie  land  helore  1 
leaue  this  j)!ace,  ov  we  shall  lose  it  all."+  Less  than  a  month  alter 
vvritini;'  thus  to  his  s(>ii,  Wait  Winthrop  died.|| 

A  seore  of  yi-ars  had  passed  helore  the  hounds  of  (he  \\'inthi'op 
g'raiit  were  adjusted.  At  the  State  Ihutst.'  is  a  map,  hearim;'  the  si^-- 
uatureof  John  Chandlei-  and  of  two  othei  s  and  headed  hy  the  inscrip- 


*  June  25,  171-}.    6  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  2iyg. 

\  lioston  81jr  jst.,  1716.    6  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  V,  327,  328. 

t  Ibiii.,  p.  152.    ()ct.  22,  1717.  II  N<)\-.  17,  1717. 


tioii:  Pur.'^uant  to  (ddcr  ol  tln'  (icnn-all  Ai^sciuhl}'  of  tli<'  7^1'  da}' 
of  Juno,  1728,  we  lia\('  llcfofiiicd  tlic  Sui  vcy  of  MVllO  Acres  <»f  Lund 
at  'rantiiis<|UO  or  rlic  lihick  led  mines  Itcini;-  the  Contents  of  fdur  niiU; 
S(jviare,  Ixdonj^in*:,-  to  the  llelis  of  the  Late  lionl>le  Major  (ienli  Win- 

tlirop  Deed  And  have  laid  it  out  in  a  S(|uare  ti«;-ure.  as 

We  Judi^c  is  ii  lull  K(juivalent  for  his  former  Survey."  The  new 
survey  took  the  ('olony  line  as  its  southern  houndary.  lirimfield 
New  Grant  OYerlapju'tl  the  W'inthrop  terii(or}'  at  the  west  h}'  a  strip 
ii  mile  and  a  halt  wide.* 


*  Maps  of  Tantiusqiies. 

At  least  six  maps  of  the  Tantiusques  rej^-ion  are  extant,  four  of  them  being- 
preserved  among-  the  doeuments  presented  to  the  American  Antifjuarian 
Society  ;  the  others  are  at  the  State  House.    They  are  as  follows  : 
].    The  Map  for  which  Jno.  Chandler  made  the  survey,  Oct.  ii,  1715,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  order  of  the  Court  of  June  8.    Scale  :  \oo  perch  to 
an  inch.    Signed  by  the  surveyor, 
n.    A  Map  of  identical  dimensions  with  the  preceding,  and  dated  "  Octobr 
nth,"  the  year  having  been  carefully  erased.    "This  Map,"  says  K. 
C.  Winthrop,  Jr.,  "is  altogether  in  the  handwriting  of  John  Win- 
throp,  F.  R.  S."    It  is  signed  "pr  J.  C.  Junr  Surveyor."    Its  entries 
differ  in  many  interesting  particulars  from  Chandlei-'s  chart. 

III.  "A  True  Copy  of  The  Map<SL'  Survey,  According  To  the  Minutes  thereof 

in  My  hands  by  wiiome  it  was  at  lirst  Surveyed." 
Woodstock,  Novr  13th  17.^3. 

IV.  The  Map  of  ly-'S,  described  above,  by  which  Chandler  and  two  others 

"  laid  it  out  in  a  vScjuare  figure." 
"This  plan  of  Tantiusques  or  the  Hlack-Lead-^Iines  belonging  to  John 
Winthrop  Esq.  contains  6802  2-3  Acres  lying  in  the  Centre  of  a  fine 
Inhabitted  Country  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Hay  in  New 
England."  It  has  neither  date  nor  signature.  It  looks  as  if  made  by 
a  wall-paper  designer,  rather  than  by  a  surveyf)r  ;  well  drawn  and 
tastefully  colored  trees  are  artistically  scattered  over  the  oblong 
tract.  At  the  mine  are  pictured  three  houses  on  the  left  and  two  on 
the  right  (tf  the  road  from  Woodstock  to  Hrimlield.  The  "  l^xplana- 
tion  "  contains  fourteen  numbers,  five  of  them  referring  to  the  highly 
con\  entionalized  \-illagcs  which  bound  the  tract;  each  has  a  meeting- 
house and  from  four  to  eleven  houses. 

The  reduction  in  the  area  of  the  tract  from  10,240  to  68037/1  acres 
indicates  an  adjustment  with  the  Lechmeres  of  the  disjjuted  title. 
Vt.    (Without  date  or  signature.)    Endorsement  :  "a  rof  draft  of  the  21  mil- 
squar  track t  of  land  Comenly  Cal'd  and  known  by  the  name  of  Tan- 
teasciues  belonging  to  John  Winthrop  l<]sq." 
This  is  an  extremely  crude  piece  of  work,  yet  some  of  the  entries,  particu- 
larly the  mentirm  of  the  meeting-house  and  of  the  name  "Storbridge" 
would  indicate  that  it  was  prepared  for  John  Winthrop,  "  F.  R.  S.,"  and  not 
earlier  than  1735. 

It  bears  the  following  "  Not.":  "the  pricked  lins  according  to  the  best 
information  I  have  is  to  sew  you  part  of  the  town  Bounderis  as  is  settled 
within  your  21  mile  Right."  Vet  none  of  the  Winthrop  petitions  ever  seems 
to  have  ail\  anced  a  claim  to  a  tract  tivi'itty-on^  miles  square. 
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Altli(>vii2;li— or  Ixh'MU.^c — one  of  the  Icadiiiu'  bnvyo-s  of  lii^  day.  Wait 
^V'inthrop  Icll  iii>  will.  In  coiisiMjucm-c  tlicrc  rose  onci-  the  scti  Iciiicni 
of  his  ('Slate  a  [H-olont^'cd  I('<;al  font rovcrsy  lict ween  his  xui,  .lolm 
\Vinthrop,  and  his  son-in-law,  Tlionias  Lecliuicrc.  Oiii-  only  i-oiucrii 
at  present  is  to  note  tliat  this  'I'antinsciucs  traet  containin*;-  the-  hlacl. 
lead  mine  formed  a  eonsiderahle  part  of  the  estate,  the  ( :()nnc('t  irni 
portion  of  which  Avas  at  issne  in  Lechmere  v.  Winthrop^  a  Icadini;  ea<r 
in  tlie  law  of  inheritance.*  I>('lievin,i>'  liims(df  wron<;cd  It}-  l he  d(^- 
cision  of  the  colonial  conrts  which  re(iuir«'d  the  di\  isi(»n  ot  the  rral 
estate  amon;^"  the  heirs  instead  <d'  its  retention  1)}-  the  eldest  son  alone, 
in  172G  Joim  W  inthrop  sailed  for  lui^land  to  seek  r<'dress  Iroin  the 
I'rivy  (,'(»nncil.  'I'his  was  linally  acc(»i(led  him,  ihoiii;h  only  alter 
several  years  of  costly  liti<;ation.t 


An  iiulex  explains  the  cliief  points  of  interest.  These  are  some  of  the 
entries  : 

1.  is  ttie  pond  at  the  min. 

2.  is  ye  bhick  lead  heel.  ,  j 

3.  is  owr  hons  between  ye  min  &  pond. 

4.  is  the  bruk  and  fall  th.at  coins  of  ye  jiond  males  qnonebogi^  River. 
8.  is  fullers  black  lead  min  9  mils  diste  South  from  us. 

g.  is.ijart  of  th(^  town  of  .Starford  cald  ye  Iron  workes. 

10.  is  new  malfleld  or  as  its  now  Cald  Storbridi^e  .jlo  mils  dist-  ye  meeting 
hous. 

*  The  Tantiuscines  tract,  together  witli  all  the  other  jxirtions  of  the  estate 
lying-  in  Massachusetts,  was  distributed  according;  to  the  laws  of  the  Colony 
regulating  intestate  estates,  two-thirds  going  to  the  son,  one-third  to  the 
daughter. 

t  The  following  account  of  this  John  Winthro]),— necessary  for  the  uiuler- 
standing  of  the  later  story  of  Tantiusruies,— is  taken  almost  verbati>n  from 
the  Introduction  contributetl  Ijy  Robert  C.  \V  i n t  hrop,  J  r.,  to  the  vol u me  of 
manuscrijits. 

John  Winthrop  was  born  in  1681,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1700. 
Seven  years  later  he  married  to  Anne,  daughter  of  (Governor  Josei)h  Dudley. 
"  In  1711  he  removed  from  Boston  to  New  London,  in  order  to  su]ierinteiid 
and  develop  the  family  jjroperty  in  that  neighborhood,  a  task  for  whicli  he 
was  little  suited,  owing  to  unbusinesslike  habits,  in  ital.ile  temper  and  a 
tendency  to  live  beyond  his  means.  During  a  i  esidence  of  fifteen  years  in 
Connecticut  he  managed,  with  the  best  intentions,  to  embroil  himselt  not 
merely  with  the  Courts  and  TvCgislature  of  tlu'  Colony,  ljut  also  with  many 
private  indi\-iduals,  who,  as  he  clainuM],  had  trespassed  on  his  hands." 
Winthrop  knew  that  he  v/as  thoroughly  unpoi)nl;ir  in  Connecticut,  especially 
after  his  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  had  resulted  in  the  setting  aside  of 
the  decision  of  the  Colonial  Courts.  Tvondon  life  in  <>\  ed  more  congenial. 
Accordingly,  while  his  wife  remained  in  New  Lomlon,  C^)!1necticut,  to  bring 
up  his  small  children  and  manage  his  estates,  settling  controversies  and 
trying  to  meet  his  rccjucsts  f(^r  remittances,  on  one  pretext  or  another,  John 
Winthrop  prolonged  his  stay  in  London  for  twenty-one  years,  until  his 
death  in  1747. 
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John  >Viiitliro]>  hnd  omi'I y  (loyclopcd  tn^tc?;  lor  litoi'iiry  and  sciontil'u- 
studies.  In  London  I  here  were  :il)iiiid;int  opporl  unities  tor  the  eulii- 
vntion  of  such  tastes  ;  lie  lonned  an  interestinji;  cirtde  of  ac(]uaintanees, 
and  in  178-1  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  tlie  Koyal  Society,  from  whicli  it 
haijpeus  that  he  is  hahitually  styled  Jolm  NVintlu-op,  F.  U.  S/'  So 
valued  a  lueniher  did  he  soon  heconie  tliat  in  1711  the  fortieth  volume 
of  its  transactions  Avas  dedicate<l  to  him  in  a  lon^-  and  hii^hly  apjue- 
ciative  tribute. 

\\'inthro])  entei-taiued  wildly  exa^j^e rated  notions  ut  the  miiit  i.i! 
wealth  to  he  found  ui)on  his  estates,  and  iiis  ^rand I'al ln-r's  l;u  U  .d 
success  could  not  dissuade  him  from  enterini;-  upon  tlu'  most  amliii  i^u- 
scheuies  for  the  development  (d  his  ]>i-operties.  His  optimism  ae  a 
minin<;-  speculator  was  invincihie.  lie  was  probably  the  tlrst  ot  the 
\\'inthi-ops  who  had  actually  visited  Tantiuscpies,  for  it  was  he  who, 
at  tlie  ati;e  ot  81,  liad  accomi)anied  Cajit.  Jolm  ("handler,  when  he 

layd  it  out  in  a  soi  t  ot  t  i  iaiii;iilai' s(ju:ire.'"  A  second  map  (d'  this 
same  survey  is  jireserved,  a  map  whicli  Robert  i'.  WiiHhrop,  ,Ir., 
asserts  is  V'  wholly  in  the  liand wi  itin<;-  of  John  Wintlirop,  F.  R.  S." 
It  is  sij^iied  J.  ( Junr  Surveyor,''  and  dated  Octobr  ye  lltli — — 
the  year  beino-  ear(dully  erased.  The  boundary  points  have  obviously 
been  |)ricked  thi'(^)U<j,h  this  p:i|)ei',  and  its  dimensions  are  identical  with 
tliose  (d'  ( 'handler's  luaj).  Vet  it dillei-s  in  some  interesting  particu- 
lars. The  W  oodstock  sui-veyor  took  i»aiiis  to  designate  the  chai-acter 
of  the  soil  in  vai"ious  parts  (d'  the  tract;  \N  inthrop's  nuip  not  only 
reproduces  most  of  these  data,  but  it  is  I'ui  ther  cudKdlished  with  sueli 
entries  as  the  followill^•: 

Kare  iishiuii;  in  this  rond. 

JJicli  Lead  Oar.  .  . 

A  place  of  <;-ood  copper  Oar. 

Iron  Minos. 

Here  is  a  Heavy  Pdack  Stone  wh'^'i  is  KMch  in  'I'inn  &  1)"^*. 

On  this  side  of  the  Hill  is  small  \'eins  <d  i)ui'e  Silvei-. 

Granates  Mountain  and  a  line  sort  <d'  (Jreaish  Stone  wcl»  contain*  (S) 

And  all  this  in  a  tract  of  a  few  thousand  acres  witlrn  six 
miles  of  this  spot  I  It  A\'ould  he  interesting,'  to  know  beneatli  whose 
eyes  it  was  NN'inthrop's  intention  that  this  map  should  pass.  It  is  not 
with(»ut  sii>ni(ieance  that  every  one  of  tlie>e  remarkable  entries  —  not 
one  of  which  ai)pears  ni)on  (  handler's  nuip, — is  written  in  an  ink  en- 
tircdy  dillei-ent  from  that  of  tlie  nnip,  and  of  its  other  notes. 

Winthrop's  lirst  move  in  (Miterin<;'  upon  his  pioject  was  to  secure 


"  ])na  (Dian:i)  :>r  tlie  crescent,  and  tlie  circle,  Dr.  Edward  Everett  Hale 
reminds  me,  were  the  alclicmistic  symljols  for  s/Viwr  and.Ci'A/,  respectively. 


infonnat'um  us  to  tilt'  inarkct  for  ^raithitc  \\[)(>\i  t he  ( '(Mitiucnt.  Vov 
tliis  i)uiiM)S('  he  ciuploycd  a  t-iotcht't y  ci-^ea-captaiii.  iiaim'd  .John 
^lorkc,  who  i<'|)r('seiit(M]  liiinscit'  to  Ik'  a  Swedish  cii^^iiuN'r,  and  wlio  liad 
l)reviously  served  W'iiit hio]*  and  the  Duke  ol'  Hamilton  in  some  ot 
their  joint  business  transactions.  His  tirst  refxtrt,  from  h'otterdam. 
Avas  "what  Incoreg'osment  I  nn-et  with  lieai' is  about  as  «;-ood  as  all  the 
I'est  and  vcrry  Kndet'rant  is  the  be>t  eitlier  to  desposc  ot  a  (|uantity 
and  small  i)rise.*"*  Three  weeks  later  he  writes:  \\  hal  I  liaveKn- 
«i'a«;"ed  for  allready  ^^'itll  what  its  lil<ely  to  Increase  1  bidiesc  will 
amount  to  about  one  hun(h'ed  and  litty  Tun  (»t  l)lack  Lead  yearly  to 
Sopply  France  and  Ihdland,  and  at  a  u'ood  })rii-e,  above  £](H)  pr  Tun; 
and  I  Wnd  v<'i'y  ('onsi(lera))l<'  l'hicoura,i;'enient  toi-  your  other  Mines  as 
Tin  &c.,  and  lio[)e  yon  will  tix  on  our  Speedy  jtroceedin*;'  at  m\'  return 
that  T  nuiy  as  Soon  as  i>asable  Sett  out  I'oi'  america.*"t  From  later 
develo})ments  it  seen)s  highly  im]>rol)al»le  that  Morke  !iad  in  I'eality 
contracted  lor  a  sin«;le  ton  of  ])laclc  lead,  and  the  j)rice  whicli  he  here 
(piotes  is  at  least  live  times  as  lui;-li  as  that  (pioted  to  Winthi-op  three 
years  later  by  a  Handturi;'  i-onnuission  merchant  who  was  in  a  ))osi- 
tion  to  kiioAN'  Avliereot  he  spoke.  It  was  ui)on  such  misinformation  as 
this  tliat  NN'inthrop's  .schenu's  were  based. 

In  August  of  the  following  year  Winthroi)  enga<;e(l  Morke  to  act  as 
his  steward  at  the  mine.  On  the  followin*;-  day  he  entercMl  into  a  con- 
tract with  a  youno'  TiOndon  merchant,  named  Samuel  Sparrow,  'ny 
virtue  of  which  he  (Spai'row)  was  t o  trans])ort  and  i)ring-  the  black 
lead  from  the  mine  and  land  of  Tantiusques,  and  within  six  yeai-s  was 
to  pay  to  Winthroi)  s<'veii-ei<;hths  of  the  net  ])ro(luce  of  the  sale  of  ;■)()() 
tons,  retainini;,'  the  other  one-eighth  ''in  liarr  of  all  Couiission  \\  hat- 
ever  for  my  whole  cai'c  and  ser\  ice,"' ami  also,  apparently  in  coiupen- 
sation  foi'  an  ad\ance  of  i'lOOO  towards  the  I urt lu'rinu' of  the  enter- 
prise. \Vinthi-op,  on  his  part,  in  considerat i(Ui  ^>l  Sparrow's  adsances 
and  management,  pledged  liimself  to  (kdiscr  to  Spai-i'ow  for  sale  ;")()() 
tons  of  black  lead  within  six  3'ears.  An  advance  of  money  on  similar 
terms  was  also  made  by  one  Jeremiah  Hunt,  a  L(Uidon  docloi-  of 
divinity. 

The  very  next  day  Sparrow  and  Morke  set  sail  tor  America:  ihey 
arrived  in  New  FiOndon  after  a  stormy  passage  (d  nine  w<'eks.  Their 
coming  and  tlieir  errand  jnoN  ed  an  uni»leasant  surprise  to  Madam 
NVinthrop,  a  woman  (d  sound  sense  and  business  lajiacity,  A\h(»  from 
the  lirst  had  little  confidence  in  this  mining  venture.  WiHiout  (Uday 
they  went  to  the  mine.  Tliere  the  dilliculties  in  theii'  way  began  to 
appear.    The  old  workings  were  covered  witii  rubbish  and  water,  in 

"  Oct.  5, 


t  Oct.  25,  17^6, 
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some  places  f'oui  tocii  tVet  (U'cp,  Tlic  ore  tlion^ii  ot  ^^iuid  (|u:ility.  lay 
(li'cp  ill  small  M'iiis,  in  sci-y  hard  r(»ck.  'Transporlat ion  c'liarj;«'s  weie 
«'iioniioiis  :  it  cost,  tlicin  lO.s.  to  i;t't.  tln  ir  t  wo  cai  t-louds  of  tools 

and  «;dods  taken  to  Woodstock,  and  there,  ten  miles  liom  their  ^^oa I, 
they  liad  to  store  them  toi'  the  winter,  as  no  cart-way  could  he  found 
ovei-  lireakneclv  Mill.  The  \\  inthro|>  family  showed  little  inclination 
to  advance  money  (»r  to  co-operate  w  it  h  them,  and  the  <;-oods  w  hich 
Sparrow  had  hrou^'ht  i'ound  hut  a  slow  market. 

Lii'e  at  the  nnne  was  far  liom  luxurious.  Morke  presently  wrole 
to  Madam  Hyde,  Winthrojrs  c<»usin,  and  the  keepei'  of  his  lioiise  in 
London,  askini;"  her  to  '•'halp  me  t(»  a  Small  i-e]iair  of  a  fue  ix'cecaris 
as  1  ha\in  hen  so  constaidy  tearing'  and  hakini;'  my  Smal  Stok  out,  as 
Sho<»s,  huts,  and  my  rof  travelini;'  things  to  repare  the  which  a  Smal 
pees  of  ('ours  or  Stron;;'  (  heclv  liniui;'  —  Some  whif,  for  m}S(,'ir  and 
my  ftdk,  eithc  of  Som  Cheep  Irish  lining'  or  others  —  a  pi",  or  2  td 
«;()od  second  hand  hiankits,  a  Sett  of  ( 'oppin«;  tilasses  and  the  tuls  — 
and  a  ^'ood  Secon  hand  IJihIe,  lar^c  print  with  ye  jtokrefy  in  it." 
(Apocrypha!)  He  sends  als<»  for  dicss  j^ckxIs  for  liis  wile,  if  ther 
should  he  more  Corn  in  K^ept  to  spare,"  and  adds:  ^^if  you  tak  the 
truhl  to  lett  llonnist  ']'h(»mas  hespeek  mySlioos,  (d'  Mr.  Dicks  hy 
turn  still  1  know  he'll  mak  them  st  rong-  My  Sise  is  one  Sise  het;-er  then 
M r.  Sparrows,  and  somthinii,'  w  idei-  over  the  tt)(»es  hy  resen  (»f  C<»i  ns  if 
a  i)aieortwoto  he  tor  my  w  if  and  Daufter  say  w  if  sise  is  ner  your  and 
my  daufters  a  sis  hcoiT  hut  re(piers  te  he  st ront^'  for  hf)Ston  streets 
is  veri-y  KulT."  He  ends  his  i)o>tcript  with  tlie  lurther  recpiest  :  he 
so  <;ood  to  send  me  also  a  K'ttel  stroni>-  strijt  tUitoii  and  liuin<;'  to  mak 
me  west  Cots  trousers  of  to  work  in  the  heat  oi'  mins  withall  for  Ihem 
and  my  Stokin;4s  and  (,'ours  lhinu,s  is  almost  «;'on  to  pot."* 

The  mine  was  located  in  a  w  ilderness  ahout  w  hich  settlements  were 
only  Just  he^innin;L;",  and  the  settleis  had  their  grievances  against 
Winthroj),  and  were  not  over-friendly  in  their  (killings  with  his  work- 
men. Especially  in  Hrimiielil  were  there  turhulent  elements,  evei- 
ready  to  take  a  hand  in  disturhances  that  would  lroid)le  \Vinthrt)j). 
lUit  occasions  of  discoid  were  not  wanting  nearer  home;  the  respect- 
i\«'  res|)onsil)ilities  of  Sj)arrow  and  ?Jorke  were  ill  delined,  and  this 
gave  rise  to  not  a  little  triction  hetween  th<'m,  l\ven  after  Sparrtiw 
had  returned  to  Kngland  with  the  lirst  consignment  of  hlack  lead. 
Morke  was  keeping  things  in  a  turmoil.  W'inthrop's  eighteen-year-(dd 
son  went  up  to  the  mine  on  .a  \  isit,  and  })romi)tly  sent  word  to  his 
mother:  ''At  my  arrival  Contrary  to  my  Kxix'ctatioii  I  meet  witli 
verry  Cohl  'I'reatment  from  Capt  Morke,  and  after  many  hot  words 
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lK\>s\n^^  between  us  he  Tokl  nie  it  Avns  his'  hou-e  mihI  thai  I  liad  no 
])uisness  their  to  act  any  'I'hiiiij,'  l>ul  iniinediately  undei'  liini  —  tlie 
Same  Day  I  (  anie  he  ucnt  to  r.i  inilield  in  a  ^reat  Passion,  \\  here  he 
had  got  a  (Muh  ot  Irishmen  \\'h(>  are  his  advisers  and  went  to  ye 
Justice  of  ye  Peace  and  Shoed  liis  Power  troni  my  tatlser  and  !n- 
(h^avrd  to  get  false  witnesses  to  bring  an  action  against  Mr  \\  right 
for  Defaming  of  liim."'  The  stores  were  rniming  ](»\\  :  "as  lor  ye 
IJuni  tlieir  is  about  three  gallons  r.etr  and  no  more  and  two  of  nndases 
and  lialfe  a  l)arril  of  Porke.""  'I'oung  NN  inlinoj)  tiiought  ir  would  be 
l)est  to  remove  what  lead  had  Ix-en  dug  —  about  eight  hundred  weight 
—  to  the  house  of  a  neighl)or.  ^\•h<'|•e  one  <d'  the  workmen  ndght  li\  e 
until  further  orders,  going  to  the  nnne,  ••'rhree  times  in  a  wcej^elo 
See  liow  he  (Moi'ke)  ( 'ai-ri(N  Oil."  lie  adds  :  ''and  a.s  for  my  Part  I 
would  not  live  in  ye  manncM-  1  do  might  I  ha\<'  a  million  ot  money, 
for  Their  is  not  an  our  in  ye  Da\  but  their  is  hot  w  ords."" 

Hut  it  soon  became  evident  that  "a  millicui  of  money  ""  Mas  n(»t 
likely  to  be  forthcom"ing.  SJ)al•ro^v  had  alread}-  returned  to  lOngiand. 
taking  witli  him  about  a  ton  and  thi-ee-(|uarlei-s  of  black  lead.  This, 
he  sent  word  to  Ameiica,  i!rov<'d  to  be  not  up  to  th(^  <iuality  of  the 
Knglish  black  lead,  and  the  highest  price  he  t'ould  secure  \\  as  Ad.  a 
pound. t  Yet  W'inthrop  seems  to  have  been  carried  away  by  the 
actual  arri\al  of  grai)hite  from  his  mine:  lie  is  al>o  susijii-rous  of 
Sparrow.  Only  a  fortnight  atter  Sjiarrow  made  his  discouraging 
i-e})ort  Winthrop  wrote  to  ^lorke  :  ''The  Hlack  Leatl  you  liaxeDugg 
niul  Sent  over  pr(n'es  Extraordinary,  ami  is  certaiidy  the  Uest  that  is 
known  in  tlie  ^^^n•ld,  it  isadnured  ])yall  Disintei-ested  and  rndesigne- 
ing  persons,  tho  theie  is  s(»m<'  ])eo|)le  who  haxc  pri\ale  \'iews  wou'd 
seem  to  slight  and  I'ndervalue  it.  Hut  I  doe  assure  you  it  containes 
a  I'^ifth  part  Sihci-,  but  this  you  must  keep  as  a  secret  and  not  taike 
to  any  boily  ab(jut  it  further  then  it  is  to  uud^e  pencills  to  marke 
downe  the  Sins  of  the  People.""  lie  then  urges  his  stew ard  to  Imild 
a  large  storehouse ;  to  fence  in  about  a  nnle  s(piar(>  at  the  mine :  t<v 
turn  aside  the  bridle-i)ath,  that  their  woik  ma\  be  more  pi-ivate.  lie 
assures  him  that  lie  shall  have  a  stock  of  milch  cows  and  ))reeding 
swine,  and  reminds  him  :  '•  w  hat  ever  you  meet  w  ith  that  is  I  iicom- 
mon  or  that  looks  like  a  Karety  or  ( 'uriosit}',  Pemendx'r  that  you  are 
to  preserve  it  for  me.""  lie  l»ids  Morke  disrt'gard  all  "  Tittle  Tatt le 
w^^'i  is  always  Hatchet  in  Ihdl,  with  Designes  t»»  disturbe  ^"v;  prevent 
all  good  I'lidertakeings.""  This  ext raordinary  letter  closes  with  the 
statement:  ^-Mr.  Agate  was  with  me  this  Morning  and  is  pleased  to 
Se«»  a  i>ei(.-e  of  the  lilack  Ticad  yon  sent  over,  aiid  sa}  S  he  sidls  that 

*  Dec.  II,  1730.  t  Feb.  6,  1738-9. 
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M<-ii  not  look  so  wi'W  lor  Sixlmi  -^hillin^x  a  ]»onn(l."'*  'I'lii-  It'trrr 
with  :ul(lr«'ss  and  -^iiinalurc  lorn  oil'  i-  aiiioni;-  tlit\-('  W'intliroiMlocu- 
nxMils.  it  is  uiiniistakalil  \  in  iIh-  liandw  ril  ini;-  of  John  W'inthrop,  \\ 
i;.  S.  Tossihly  ht'Coi-c  h<-  had  (•|>iH»rtiiiMl  \'  to  send  it,  liis  huhltic  of 
hopr  W.MS  j)i-ic-kcd  hy  :i  letter  li-oni  a  coinmission  merchant  in  llnin- 
l)ur_i;-,  of  whom  he  had  m;ide  in(|iMry,  and  who  w  ithin  less  ilian  a  week 
<d'  the  writing;-  ol  the  ahoxc  letter  malvcs  timely  re|>ort  that  in  ( iernniny 
the  maximnm  i»riee  r(»r  hiaek  lea<l  is  sixteen  shillinij,s  not  tor  one 
ponnd.  hut  for  one  Jiioidred  pounds.  'I"he  letter  is  addie-sed  to  a 
coinnnm  triend  ;  he  adds:  '-il  Mr.  \\'intliiop  has  a  mine  (d'  ii  he  had 
hest  keep  that  a  Seerett  I'v:  not  send  al)(»ve  Twenty  'Tons  ot  it  at  a  tyiric 
tor  tear  of  rnnnin;;'  downe  ye  i)riee."t  .lust  a  nM)nth  later  the  same 
nu'i-i-hant  writes:  I  have  now  your  favour  (d  ye  1  Inst,  hy  wcli  See 
the  !)laek  lead  is  at  a  ^reat  priee  wtti  you.  So  that  nineh  ot  it  won'd 
not  i-eadily  S(dl  hei-e,  if  of  ye  tine-t  Sort  a  1/Hh'  of  it  may  he  |»ut  of."'^ 
To  Winthrop  lu'  writes  direel  ly  :  "the  hlaek  Lead  is  t(»o  |)<'arloSend 
nineh  of  it  here,  yon  may  Send  ahout  lOOi''  (d' it  lor  a  ti'yail  in  a  Smale 
Caske      idl  Kndeavor  to  Ser\('  you  therein."' 

Meantinu'  Span'ow".s  faith  in  the  nnne  had  under,i;()no  a  severe 
strain;  hut,  i-esohcd  to  make  a  linal  trial,  he  eame  to  Ameriea  ai;'ain 
in  the  sunnnei*  of  17-t((.  In  the  e(»urse  (d  the  next  ten  months  he  sue- 
eeed<-d  in  ^'et tin;;' out  less  than  a  ton  (d  graphite,  and  in  eonvincini; 
himscdl  that  it  would  he  folly  to  eontimie  working'  the  miiu'  longer. 
\'et  it  was  nninths  a fter  he  liad  heard  that  Spai  i'ow  had  aliandoncd 
this  forlorn  liojx'  that  \\'iidhi-op  I'ead  the  fid hswiii;;'  statement  hefor<' 
the  jJoyal  Society  : 


.Mr.  Winthr(»p's  hlaek  Ore  at 
'l'anliir<(pies,  out  of  one  hundred 
Ounces  of  Ore  (w<'''  isasaho\e 
six    pounds   antl    one  (juartei) 
yi(dds  Thr<,'«'  Ounces  and  tit  teen 
penny  Weight  (d'  silver,  w<"li  is 
Tw(dve  penny  Weight  out  of  a 
pound  of  the  ( )i-e."" 
']'ln.s  is  ill  Winthro])'s  own  liandwrit  ini;,  and  l)eai  s  liis  endorsement  : 
•Slan.  7,  1741,  icad  at  ye  Koyal  Sot'iety/"ii     Whatever  faith  Winthrop 
placed  in  liis  own  statement  must  liave  heen  rudely  dispelled  a  h'W 


One  hundred  Ounces  (d'  ( )!  <' 
onto!  the  .Mineof  P(»tosi  in  Tein 
(well  is  ^ix  pounds  and  one<^uai- 
ter)  yields  one  Ounce  and  a  half 
<d'  Silver  w<''i  is  less  than  live 
penny  Weiu'ht  out  of  a  pound  of 
Ore.*' 


•  I'^'b.  2o,  i7;,8-9. 

f  Fv\).  J  I,  17  1),  llanilmrK'.  W.  lUirrowcs  to  C;ipt  Win  \V;ilkcr  at  the  house 
of  John  Wiiitliroi),  I>«nul.>n.  !  March  24,  ijyi. 

II  Althoiii^^h  thus  .anlhcutic'ilcHl,  Uk'  presentation  of  tliis  statement  is  not 
mentioned  in    he  I'hilosophieal  transactions  of  the  Royal  vSocietN  . 
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iiionlhs  later  Iiy  the  rt'[)(>rt  iiiadc  to  liiin  by  a  L(»iiil()n  as^aycr.  who 

i  liavo  tried  your  Sanii)le>i  ot  f)r<'s.  hut  noi\e  arc  of  any  \'ahie 
e\'eei)t  tlie  IMaek  Lead. 

'I'lmt  which  you  eall  a  Silver  ( )i-e  is  ahnost  all  Ii-(ui.  n(»r  eaii  any 
other  metal  he  oot  Iroui  it  that  will  pay  (he  ehaiu'c  <>[  rdiiiiMu':  and 
thi?^  j'ou  may  t)e  Satislied  in,  hy  ( 'aleiniui;'  ;i  piccf  that  iIh'U 
Pound  it,  and  the  Loadstone  \\il  1  lake  it  all  up:  which  i<  lull  ciui- 
vierion. 

'I'hat  which  y(»u  called  a  Tin  Ore  holds  ik •  [u-opoi  i  ion  <d  .Metal 
that  is  sullicient  to  delra)-  the  ex]»ense  ol  reliiniiL;'. 

•"'I'he  lilack  Lead  SiU'ci-  Ore  h(»ld^  alnnit  one  Xineti-nlh  pai't,  hut  it 
is  very  hard  to  Seperate;  and  I  icekoa  t  hat  1  he  \  a  1  ue  ( d'  the  l>laek 
Lead  lost  in  the  operation  is  in(U'e  than  the  \alue  of  the  SiKcr.""* 

As  to  the  occurrence  of  sih'cr.  modern  iuN  estiuat  ion  is  more  posi- 
ti\'e.  'V]io  ]>resident  of  the  company  which  is  tiow  de\(dopiiiu'  the 
])i'0perty  declares  :  1  have  nevei'  diseo\  ered  any  sihcr  in  the  Stur- 
hi'idge  Grai)hite  min<'."t  The  foruu'r  suiierintenileiit.  a  minimi,'  en- 
i;"ineer  of  scieutidc  trainim;',  sa}s  that  he  ne\cr  -aw  any  ti'aee  of 
silver-heai'in<;"  graphite  ore  in  that  \icinit\\  nor  had  he  found  any 
<;"aleiia  ;  i)yriles,  carrying'  sonu'  sihcr.  he  had  seen,  hut  in  \ cry  inap- 
pi-eciahie  (luantit ies. j 

More  than  half  (d'  the  Nolume.  "Tlie  Tale  of  Tanl iu-(|ues,"'  i<  taken 
up  with  letters  and  lei;'al  document--  hearinu"  ujioii  eomro\ersie<  ari-- 
in^'  out  <d'  \\'intlu-o])'s  eontracls  with  Moike  and  with  Sparrow. 
They  atVord  hvU.  inade«piate  nuderial  for  t  im;' at  t  he  real  merit-  (d' 
t he  ([uestion  ;  the  dilliiailty  is  not  meridy  that  w<'  lia\  e  hiu  (uk' side 
of  the  corresixuidence  ;  there  nexcr  was  any  oilier  side,  for  in  his  old 
w^e  Winthrop's  policy,  like  that  <d'  'I'alleyrand,  was:  Xiwcr  \\rite  a 
lettei';  never  destroy  one."  -fust  as  soon  a<  his  su-piei(ui  w  as  arou-ed 
or  as  he  scented  trouble  with  a  htisiness  ass,,c'iate,  his  letter-writini;.- 
to  that  man  would  seem  lo  ha\e  been  at  an  end,  m>  matter  how- 
pathetic  (<v  how  importunale  the  appeals  for  an  explanation  or  an 
adjustment  of  the  dilliculty. 

Moi'ke  had  returned  to  Loiidtm  in  February,  17-11,  nnd  straii;htwny 
l)e«z;an  nrgin<;-  a  settlement  of  his  clainr-.  As  >\  inthrop  iuiun-ed  his 
every  letter,  lie  turned  liis  attention  to  Madam  Hyde,  hoping  through 

*  Oct.  27,  1742.  Letter  of  William  Thiun  to  John  Wiiitliroi^.  Repeated 
inquiries  at  the  end  of  the  letter  for  the  n.ame  and  address  o'f  the  man  who 
had  been  at  the  mine  and  secured  this  ore  may  have  arom.ed  Wiiuhroj/s 
suspicion  that  the  report  was  not  trustworth 

t  Letters  of  Kdj^ar  S.  Hill,  l-Cscj..  Oct.  10,  igoi  ;  March  10, 

i  Mortimer  A.  Sears,  Oct.  7,  iq<m. 
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Imt  to  inlhiciu-c  licr  c'<)>isiii.  Ili-^  st  \  was  not  l:ii  kiii<4'  in  \  i<j,<'i mul 
pict  ur('s(iut'n('ss  ;  his  ''■rash  ions in  one  Icltci-  <!,a\<'  pairuuliu' 

olVciicc,  lor  there  he  \  ('iilnre(l  lo  say  :  "'11  I  liad  not  a  New  l'Ji;;laiul 
('olle(i<;('  l'](hK'at  ion,  1  ha\<'an  I !  oni<t,  Christ  iaii,  I'selull  one.  .  .  . 
ir  I  was  not  the  tai;-:;-  Mnd  ot  y<' old  lloiicnirahle  John  \\  inthro]),  K-m''i 
I  anie  of  the  I  lo!ionral>le  most  tainioiis  Loi-d  'l'v<;'e  liiath*:  and  all 
this  adds  notliin*;',  not  ea\'en  (»ne  Sin^all  l">neli  t(»  my  h(»yj;ht."t  H'-^ 
ni(M»d  is  in  constant  cliani;e ;  n(»\\  lie  pleads  lor  an  andcalde  set  I  le- 
nient tor  the  sake  (»!'  his  destifule  wile  ;ind  child;  now  he  protests  his 
loyalty  to  Mr.  \N  inthrop,  ami  his  ability  to  do  him  the  nimost  ser\ice; 
hut  now,  on  the  other  hand,  his  \\(»i(ls  take  tin.'  tone  of  the  most 
nrrant  hiackinailei- ;  he  threatens  to  e\|»ose  \\'intlii'oi>*s  secr'<'t  s  to  his 
creditors,  taunts  him  w  ith  li\  ini;'  in  the  hesi-ouardcd  house  in  l-ondon, 
and  with  not  darin;^;  to  Ik-  seen  in  t he  sticet ,  and  thi-eatens  to  ha\(' 
iiim  hauled  out  ot  his  own  hed  by  the  constahle,  unless  he  settles  his 
acc(tunt.  So  the  letters  run  lor  lu^irly  lour  \ears  until  theconli-o- 
versy  was  linally  hr(tui^hl  into  couiM,  and,  as  Winthroj)  expressed  it, 
in  writiui;'  to  his  son,  Morke  \\as  ''cast." 

Meantime  Spari'ow,  too,  at  tirsi  \-ery  c<»uiteousl y,  hut  later  Avith 
ji,r('at  persistence,  had  I)een  demaiurnn;' a  settlement.  Ti-esently  suit 
was  brought  ai^ainst  W'inthrop  in  New  Londcui  both  by  Sparrow  anil 
by  Madam  Hunt,  the  w  idow  <d  the  Lond(»n  doctor  ot  dis  inity  a\  ho 
had  advanced  money  tor  the  'i'ant ius(pies  Ncnture.  S]»ai  row'  cdaimed 
that  he  was  entil h'd  to  one-eighth  ot  the  net  pi'oduce  (d'  the  sale  ot 
r»0(>  tons  oi'  black  lead,  siiu-e  by  his  (-(uitract  he  was  bound  only  to 
(.ra)ts])(irl  and  .^fll  the  lead,  which  ^\■inthrop  by  his  tM»ntract  was  b(»und 
to  (leUccr  to  him.  W  inthrop's  c(Uitenti<ui,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
that  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  dtdiver  the  lead  except  as  it  lay  iu 
the  mountain,  and  that  by  \erbal  ai;reement  it  was  explit-it  ly  stipu- 
lated that  Spariow  was  to  d(»  the  dii;<i,ini;'.  Madam  1 1  \(le.  a  witness 
lo  the  contract,  deposed  that  when  Spai  i'ow  and  his  associate  brought 
the  lonu  ot  conliact,  W'inthrop  called  attention  to  the  omission  id" 
that  stipulation,  and  consented  to  si;;n  oidy  atitM"  they  luul  treidv 
acknowledged  the  rii;ht  tulness  oi  1  he  I'ontention ;  that  they  insisted 
that  the  omission  was  an  inailvertence  du<  to  iV>i'*!;ettulness,  and  urj;'ed 
that  the  pi-eparation  of  other  ])ap«'j-s  would  necessitatt'  nntl<\siral>le 
(.hday ;  and  that  they  assured  Mv.  W'inthrop  that  Jio  advantaj^e  would 
ever  he  tak<'n  ot  him  by  reason  ot  the  (tmission.  Sjiarrow  denied  the 
recollection  ot  any  i>led_i>-es  ot  the  kind  nnnitioned.  'J'lie  issue  between 
ilie  l,wo  it  is  now  imi>ossible  l(t  deteimine.  The  contract  was  certain- 
ly looselj'  drawn.    ^^  lietlier  Spai  row  was  a  party  to  ui  tilioe  in  seeur- 


*  Tycho  Hrahi  ! 


t  Oct.  It).  i74»- 
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in;;'  lor  liimscir  li-oin  the  very  l)(•t^,■illl^nl^•  this  lot oi-  iiol,  (H-;i|  - 
l)()iiitniejit  in  t lie  ('iitt'ri)i'i~('  iiidiiccil  liiin  in  tin-  cml  |i>;i\;iil  hini-i  ir 
of  tills  teclinit'.'ilil y  in  llic  ol  nialvini;   i^ooil  -ouic  ot  lo-sc^. 

lie  c'lainit'd  with  cnlirc  truth,  howcN cr,  that  hi'  had  ln-cn  h'd  intu  ihi> 
('nt<'r])rise  Hi)(»n  \\  iiUlii'op's  rcpcati'd  assuranc-t'.-  that  liic  hiiiu  lal  coii- 
tainod  ono-lU't li  part  siU  or.  'That  Wint  h!  <»ii  niad<'  thi-  a<-iM  l  loii  lii- 
owji  w^ritiiig  pi-oves.  Spai'mw  went  tuil licr,  and  in  a  Iclba  i"  Win- 
throp's  wile — whose  contidcm-c  and  cordial  iri^ard  Spai  iow  d 
lon^"  at'tci-  his  rtdatioiis  with  lirr  hushand  liad  hcconn'  i>;diituM\ 
strained — ih'idarcd  :  lie  (  Win!  hr(»i» )  >hc\\  "d  to  mk-  an  cxprnim 
with  anotluM-  .Minnal  (otwhicli  he  has  lOOO  'i'ons  ujion  hi-  li-iaK  ; 
[vo\i\  wliieli  he  extracted  a  i;ood  de(d  (>[  <\\\ri\  and  I  may  \cnlure  ii. 
say  lie  is  still  llie  rieliest  Man  in  all  the  ('(dloide-  it  that  exiMMi'iiicni 
was  not  made  to  decci\-e  hut  true  and  tair.""^  .M orke  is  ajti la ri'in  1  \ 
liintin.i;'  at  this  sinne  tiansaet ion  ^\  hen  he  w  i  iio  to  \\  inthro|.:  1  ran 
sew  you  some  (d'  the  lead  you  or  .Mistris  liyde  i^^'xc  me  the  mon\  to 
purA'his  in  Sluxdan  a  peace  (d  \\hich  I  Saw'd  in  Sunder  one  ot  which 
was  tor  a  palren  ^iNcn  to  .Mi'.  Sparow  and  (  omperd  it  t<t  Myiie  at  the 
Mins/'t  it  is  to  he  renicmhered.  ot  cour>e,  that  at  t he  t  inn-  these 
chari;'es  ^vere  made  lioth  .M(U-keand  S[»arrow  wcic  in  coiitro\-ei-sy  with 
W'intlirop,  and  hence  liad  some  moti\<'  loi-  tiumpini;'  up  cliaru'es 
a^'ainst  him.  \'et  the  accusation  is  not  made  to  inlluence  the  opinion 
ot  others,  hut  is  iound  in  i»ri\ale  letters  to  \\'inthroii  and  to  his  wilV. 
Atter  all,  the  man  \\ho  could  locale  u[)on  his  map  of  'I'aid iust pics  not 
only  hlack  lead,  hut  iron,  iea<l.  coj)per,  tin.  sil\ci-and  ,i;old  as  well, 
would  have  heen  strangely  lacking'  in  ini;<'inruy  it  he  could  not  ha\-e 
provided  the  saini)les  ol  oic  tor  wlTudi  ihe  niai>  called. 

'I'hese  prolonu'c'd  controversies  had  an  i njii rious  ell'cci  upon  Mr.  \\'in- 
throp's  health;  he  died  in  London  Aui;'.  1,  1717.  The  suits  were  sttoii 
i-eiiewed  ai;ainst  his  widow,  hut  in  l''el)ruary,  171"^  '.»,  decision  in  liolh 
cases  were  *;'i\('n  in  Ikm-  l'a\'or,  and  costs  \vei-e  a\\'ai-ded  to  her.;  Ac- 
cording to  the  record  an  apix.'al  was  taken  in  hoth  cases,  hut  elloris  to 
trace  later  ju-oceediiii^s  ha\t'  i)ro\-ed  without  re-ult. 

For  many  years  "  ye  hill  at  'rantous(|,  in  w  hich  the  l>hn-k  leade  is." 
still  remained  in  the  possession  ot  the  W  inthrop  tamil)-.  hut  tiicre  is 
no  recoi'd  ot  their  ha\i!ii;"  made  turihei-  a(iemi)ts  to  de\(dop  the  mine 


*  iiept.  24,  1745.  f  Sept.  i,  1744. 

t  These  data  were  secured  th rou.i^ii  t he  con r tesy  ot  John  C.  Averill,  Ksii.. 
clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  New  London  County.  A  letter  from  Curdon 
Saltonstall,  Jr.,  to  John  Still  Winthrop,  Au;.4-ust,  1750.  implies  that  in  a 
higher  court  a  decision  had  been  lendered  in  favor  of  Madam  Hunt. 
Robert  C  Wint  hrop,  J  r.,  is  of  tiie  oj^inion  that  tlie  case  with  Sparrow  was 
comp  r  omised. 


Avliic'li  li.'id  |»i<>(iii('('(|  litll«'  <'l^e  Iliiiii  lilt'  (li>;i|i|K)iiitiiH'nt  ol  the  loudest 

ll(.|K'S.t 

Mal('ri:il  loi-  ;i  hilcr  story  (»!'  llic  iniiic  is  bolli  sci t  h'icd  ,'ind  sciinl y, 
lioi- docs  it,  ;i(lbi-d  imicli  llml,  is  (d'  iidcrcsl,.  hi  llic  ^cais  lSl*s  mid 
1820  !''r<'dcrick  'I'lidor,  later  laiowii  as  the  ''lee  Kiii^,'  ol  Ho-toii, 
,'i('((Mired  over  Ti?  acres  ol  land,  iiieludiii;^'  tlie  lead  iiiiiK!.  Witii  the 
cxcepl  ioii  ol'  a  lew  3-ears,  (hii  iiii;'  w  iiieii  it  was  h(dd  )*}'  t  lie  I  xioii  <  'i  wei- 
hle  ( 'oiiipaiiy,  ol'  w  hich  h<'  w  a^  an  iiilliicnt  ial  part  iier,  t  liis  pro|iert  y 
remained  in  the  hands  of  .Mr.  Tiidor  (»r  of  liis  li<'irs  until  IMS'.),  when  it 
was  IxHiLiiit  hy  a  St  u  rl)rid;;e  man  li\ini;in  t  he  \  iciiiit  y  ol  the  mine. 
I'\>iir  3'<'ars  lat <'r  t  he  mine  and  77  a<'res  ol'  land  ehan;;cd  iiands,  and 
on  the  lirsi,  day  ol'  .\p'ril,  !!)()2,  t  iiis  property,  t  htj  diminisiied  i-einnaiit, 
of  \\'int,hrop"s  lordl\'  ^rant  ol'  'Men  miles  s(piaie,  in<dudin;j,'  the  black 
lead  hill,"" — was  once  more  t ranslei  red,  this  lime  to  the  .Massachusetts 
(iriiphile  (Company,  the  coi  poiat ion  wliich  is  today  eii;j;a;;ed  in  de\(  I- 
opinj>'  this  anci^.'nl  niine,  w  hich  I'or  forty  years  had  lieen  pi-act ic;il ly 
ahandoiK'd. 

In  .M  r.  Tudor  the  mine  came  under  the  ('<»ntrol  of  a  man  ol  <i;reat 
hiisiness  enterpri-^c.  He  w;c^  prohaldy  its  first  piopriet or  to  w  Ikjiu  it, 
did  not  lirini;-  linaiicial  lo^s.  lie  operated  it  in  eonnectiiui  with  a 
cnicilile  indiisti'y,  which  in  the  early  'M)<  occupied  niuch  ol  his  atlen- 
lictii.  .\lt<'r  lie  ahaiidoned  the  makini;-  <>\  crucildes,  at,  times  he  operat- 
ed the  mine  direct  ly,  ("apt,.  I)a\id  W  i;^ht  act  in^' as  his  |(»cal  inana;4('r; 
at  others  he  leased  it  out  on  shares  to  l'lim])ton  .Maicy. 

In  the  lirst  year  (d'  his  ow'ner:-hi|>,  1S2S  !),  he  made  \i;!;orou,-.  ('!!'( tits 
to  open  uj)  a  market,  I'or  the  pioduct.  Sam|)le  c(ni>!L!,nnients  ol'  St.ur- 
hrid^'e  ;jraphite  were  ^ent  to  l!a\ana,  llamhui';^,  [.ondon,  Li\erpool, 
Marseilles  and  Amst<'rdaiii.  licdore  lie  liad  owned  the  mine  six 
months  'l'u<]or  wrote  ol  it,  (Dec.  2S,  ]s2S.j  :  ''Whatever  may  he  the 
result:  of  these  shipments,  I  e<tii^ider  the  St uihiid;;^  and  ciiicitde 
entei-prise  as  wort  li  at  t  his  stai;-e  <d'  the  husiness  $10, ()()(),  and  that,  il 
the  (piality  pro\<'  ;^ood  and  the  price  in  pr(;port ion,  t Ik'Ji  the  cntei  - 
prise  will  l  ise  t,o  ten  times  tliat,  value  at  i  he  lowest.'"  Althor'.h  lie 
so(tii  learniid  that  the  L(»nd(»n  market  was  '' reihindant  ly  supplied,"' 
the  price  ol'  ;j,ra  |  diit  e  was  st  i  1 1  such  that  he  expected  to  be  able  to 
seeure  a  net,  i»i'olit  ol'  .'ii;7()  a  ton  (April  22,  l.S2'J.;.    A  lew  months 

t'-'I'lie  latest  reference  of  any  kind  whicli  I  fnid  .'unon>,'-  the  Winllirop 
Pai)ers  in  my  i)ossession  is  in  tlie  in\entory  of  jelin  .Still  Winthrop,  in  1776." 
Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Jr.  'JMu-  item  is  as  fellows:  "  jiH.)  acres  of  land,  by 
estimation,  bein^  what  slill  remains  unsold  of  the  bc-ad  .Mine  'bract,  so- 
called,  appraised  at  Zo55-'i-" 


Jalcr  tlir  iiu[»r(ivnl,  wldciiini;' t«i  tN\ <•  t«'('i         tliicc  iiicli<'>.  He 

tlieii  est  iiiiat  i'd  ihat  :i  lort-c  <>1'  six  iiicii  cduld  i:t'i  oiu  i  he  iniiH'i:!!  :it 
>?15  a  ton. 

For  llie  first  lour  or        moiitli<  a  c-i'rtain  ( 'a|)l .  .hi^cpli  1  art<  il 

as  Tudor's  suix-riidendciit  at  the  miiic.  At  tlif  viui  ol  that  tiinc  Tiuhtr 
disc'har^X'd  Dixon  and  his  SdU,  in  ron-('{iiU'iK-<',  he  (h'clri res.  ot  *Mlic 
discovery  ot  sonic  undrrhand  worl;  and  dduhU-  (i<';i Uii.i;'  on  the  part  ot 
the  old  man  tor  aid  ol'  his  son."  I'or  >cv<'ral  \\<m'1^s  the  l)i\ons  tried 
now  enti'eaty,  now  tliroats,  in  order  to  secure  re-in.-tatenicnt .  iiut 
'Tuilor  \\as  not  anxiou>  to  renew  the  eonneetion.  1  ie  w  rii e- :  *"'riie 
l)ixon  tollxs  :ir<'  !>e,i;innin_i:'  to  solicit,  hut  are  not  hunjj,ry  enouuli  t o 
repent  in  thoi-ou^iine>s.""  'I'wo  days  later  lie  say-  they  are  ^-reath-  to 
sul)niit  to  anything;-,  and  surrender  at  discretion."  Tudoi-,  ho\\e\(  i\ 
retused  to  renew  liis  contract  with  IIicmk  \\hereu|»on  (  apt.  l)ixou 
threatened  to  estahlish  crucil)le  inalviiiL;'  in  New  \'ork  or  Ihxion. 
'ru(h>i'  wviiL's^  aprojios  ot  this  threat,  ••  \\  <•  lia\t>  otVered  ihi-  lo(di-h 
lellow  an  aniuiity  (d'  slai;  on  the  s(de  ctuidition  that,  no  ot  her  e-i  a  i 
lishnu'iit  is  luade.  We  do  this  rather  as  a  la\i>r  loi'  his  ha\  ini;'  led 
to  the  inin<'  at  St  url)rid;j,'e  than  I'roni  any  tear  ot  w  hat  he  iua  \  do  auaiu-l 
us.  It  i-^  a  kind  (d  rewai'd  tor  1  he  i;-o<»d  he  ha-  done,  witlioul  re^aid- 
inj^'  his  sultseijuent  Ireaehery.  lie  now  r(dii-e>  oui-  hou!i!\  heiao-e 
he  thinks  we  tear  hini.  I'^oolish  (dd  nianl  lie  prohahU'  will  ;,i  hi-i 
eondeseend  t<t  accept  soinelhinu  lor  nothing,  '['here  iv  nothinu-  toi- 
\\'hich  we  are  hound  to  make  him  any  coiii|ie!r-aiion.  othei'  than  a-  a 
ht)Ve'"    (dan.  it,  A  lew  days  lah'r  he  add- :  "Allei'  -,,uiee\- 

perinients  it  has  heen  ascertained  thai  crucilde-  may  he  inade  -o  inMch 
hetter  than  old  l)ixon"s,  that  it  has  hei'ii  thou-hi  advi.-aldt  i.i  !.ie,d. 
uj)  all  that  he  made,  rathei' than  to  con  ii|»t  the  re|»utation  o|  il,i- 
maimtaetory.  We  thercd'ore  C(mdemn  to  lie  hi-oken  up  aluMii  suo  i,i 
these  crucildes."  So  much  lor  DixoiiV  coiineeiion  w  ith  ihi-eiiier- 
prise.  Ileh'd  Tudor  to  t  he  uiine  ;  wdrk<'d  il  as  Tudor's  vuperintn.d- 
ent;  ^\•as  discharged  lor  al  le^(-d  douhle  dcalini;- ;  all  his  crucildev  ^rre 
hroken  up  as  ot  too  |)oor  a  (pia lity  lo  put  upon  the  market.  \ r\ 
today  thei'c  is  no  hiulier  i:,i-ade  ol  jicm-il  made  in  Amei'ica  than  the 
Dixon,  and  the  oiler  ot  an  annuity  (d'  .Sirdi  did  iK.t  pre\ent  the  Dix<m 
C'rucihle  CompanyV  hecomin^-  and  reuiaiuinii  to  thi>  da\-  a  \er\-  laruc 
and  tiuMA  lnu'  concei  n. 

That  ndnini;-  umler  the  Tudor  manai;ement  ceased  in  the  middle  ot 
the  century  was  not  due  to  the  n due's  ha\  in^-  hecome  exhausted,  hut  to 
the  fact  that  the  low  price  ot  graphite  wculd  no  huiuci-  lea\  ('  a  uood 
nuii\i;in  in  view  ot  I  he  ^i-ow  ini;-  dillicaill  ies  w  hich  had  to  he  eiicoiiut- 
ered.    In  IIk  1ir>t  place  thci-«^  was  the  icmoiene^s  ot  the  nune  and  the 


181 


(iilliciill y  in  1  r;»iisi)(ti1  iiii;-  tli('  iif:i\ y  i>r(»tlii('t  to  n  (list;int  innrkot.  Al- 
llioii;^!!  it,  was  no  Ioniser  iit'ccssaiy  '-to  t  racl-^c  tlu^way  tin' 
wcadvs  he  ^rdiK'  liiiili,"*  the  ,i;»'t  t  iiii;'  <•!  IIh'  liiapliil  »•  iipnii  the  market 
remaiiKMl  amide  process  and  eoiist  it  tit  ed  a  liea\y  idiai'^e  u|>om  ilie 
proceeds  ol'  tlie  industry.  \>'liile  liis  lather  was  Tudor's  manager, 
( ieoru'e  W'iu'lit  (d'  St  u  rl  M-idu'e.  tlieii  a  l)oy  in  his  early  teens,  htaded 
many  a  wai;(»n  w  ith  barrels  of  ;;ra|»hite ;  it  was  lirst  taken  to  Holland, 
w  here  it  was  ground  in  the  (dd  ndii  l»y  the  dam  at  t he  out  let  of  the 
pond  ;  the  waLi'ons  were  then  re-load(.'d  and  driNcn  thirteen  or  lourteen 
miles  o\ei' \'ei-y  hilly  roads  to  (  harllon,  where  the  graphite  was  jtut 
on  l»(»ard  the  cars  tor  I'.oston.  AL!,ain,  the  mineral  oi-curred  in  two 
veins,  runiiinn'  throu;j,h  a  Ncry  hard  lock.  The  priiicii)iil  vein  was 
inclined  at  an  an^'le  ot  somethiiiL;'  like  seventy  de^'rees,  and  the 
primiti\('  method  (>{'  minini;'  this  hy  means  (d'  a  deep  open  i-ut  was 
hoiii  dillicultand  dangerous.  On  tli<'  l.'Uli  ot  Oclohei-,  iSHd.  hy  the 
tall  of  a  mass  ot  o^•el■han^"illL;■  rock  two  woikmen  wci'e  (.'rushed  tc» 
deat  h  and  a  third  was  crippled  tor  lite.  Ihit  the  diHicnlly  upon  \\hich 
'I'udoi-  laid  the  i;realest  stics^was  that  experieiu'cd  in  draininii'  the 
iinne.  !n  the  summei'  ot  IS-JS  lie  writes:  '-'I'lie  water  in  the  mine 
has  lieen  i;o|  out  hy  means  of  a  s\  jthoii.  and  amilher  hianch  ol  it  is  to 
he  drained  next  week."  h'epeatedly  W(M-k  had  to  he  suspended  he- 
cause  <d'  water.  A  few  months  later  he  contracted  with  a  r>o-ton 
man  for  a  windmill;  when  this  was  lirst  set  up  he  reports  that  it 
reduced  t  Ik'  water  in  the  mine  four  and  a  half  feet  in  a  few  hour<. 
Within  a  few  days  there  iias  been  du^'  out,  (d'  the  mine  an  old  wooden 
pump  and  a  chain,  which  may  ha\e  been  a  i>art  (d  lhis(*utlit.  I'.ut 
these  crude  appliances  could  not  o\<'rcome  smdi  obstacles.  Mr.  Tudor 
was  not  ready  to  iiu'ur  the  expense  nei-essai'y  in  order  f(t  drain  the 
mine  into  tin'  pond,  —  if.  indeed,  that  \\-ere  feasible.  —  or  t o  ecptip  it 
w  ilh  power  di-ills  and  pumps. 

And  so  for  t  w'o  score  years  tlie  old  mine  slei)t  on,  awaitinii'  its  a^■e 
of  steam.  That  a^c  has  now  come.  The  skill  and  the  appliance^ 
of  the  modern  enuineer  lauL;h  at  obstacles  >\liich  a  few  year<  auo 
were  insurmountable.  Is  the  deposit  of  graphite  on  the  slun-e  of 
Lake  (^Miassink  a  mere  surface  occurrence,  formed  there  Dy  s<»me 
unaccount able  freak  of  nature,  or  is  it  but  the  outcroppinn'  of  stores 
of  mineral  as  remarlvable  in  (piaiiiii  \  as  in  i|Ualii\  '.'  A  feww(  '' 
will  now  answei'  the  liddle  \\  hich  lw(»  and  a  hall  centuries  liaA'e  failed 
t(t  so|\t'. 


SniH(tkitg  f istcrieal  |ceieti]  feafleis. 
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COL.  EBENEZER  CRAFTS, 


His  Ancestry  and  Some  of  His 
Descendants. 


Rf-:AD  in  I'ART  BliFORE  THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,   NoV.   26,  I9OO. 


It  is  tli()u«;lit  that  most  of  the  Ci-alts  family  in  this  country  ai-e  dc- 
sc'cndants  of  Lieut.  (Ji'illin  Cral'ts  (sometimes  written  Crofts),  who 
eame  to  this  country  in  1(580,  sailing;  from  En»i;land  witli  Gov.  AVin- 
throp's  party,  lie  sotth'd  in  IJoxhury,  Mass.,  on  the  west  hank  of 
what  was  then  called  iSInddy  liiver,  ahout  one  nuie  from  tlie  center 
villag'e.  Many  of  the  company  can\e  Ii'om  i^oston  in  I JiK'cdnshire, 
England,  and  ultimatcdy  that  nam<'  was  given  to  the  town  in  which 
they  settled  in  this  country.  Lieut.  (  raJts  t'aiiy  l)egan  to  take  an 
active  interest  in  town  aHa'rs,  and  was  chosen  t(»  m;iny  jx^sitions  of 
trust  and  respousihility. 

Under  the  first  charter  of  the  Massachusetts  liay  Colony  none  were 
regarded  as  freemen  or  memhers  of  the  hody  politic,  except  such  as 
were  admitted  to  the  General  Court  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  General  Government.  The  first  C-eneral  Coui  t  in  Massachusetts 
J'.ay  was  held  Oct.  ]!),  KKK),  and  the  next  General  Court  was  the  Court 
of  Elections  for  1C81.  Lieut.  Ci-afts  a])pears  in  the  list  of  those  maile 
freemen  .ALiy  IH,  .  ^Ve  lind  from  the  records  of  ^^assachusetts 
Hay  Colony  that  the  lieutenant  was  a  deputy  10  the  General  (.'ourt 
liolden  at  JJoston,  May  27,  IGOa,  and  ^^lay  IS,  UK)  1,  and  to  the  Coiu  t  of 
Elections  in  l(;(i5,  1G(;G  jind  1007.  He  apitears  to  have  been  one  of  tlie 
jury  of  twelve  men  who  tried  Hugh  liuets  (  I>urt;i  ii.  l)eccml">'\  10!(», 

for  publicly  holding  and  maintaining  that  he  \\a<  free  f  rom  oi  i<;in:il 
sin,  and  fi'om  actual  sin  also,  foi'  one  half  of  a  year  l)cfore,  and  that 
all  true  Christians  are  enabh'd  to  live  without  actual  sin."  'Lhe  (,'ourt 
found  that  Hugh  liuets  be(\guilty  of  hei  esy,  and  that  his  person  and 
eri'oi  :,  ai  e  dangerous  for  the  infection  of  others."'  The  scneiu  e  jf 
the  Court  was:  ^M)i-der<'d  that  the  said  Hugh  Buets  should  b'}  gone 
out  of  our  juii, diction  by  the  21  Lsent,  upon  |ai!i  •){  death,  and  not 


to  returu  upon  the  ])aiii  ol  bcinij:  li:m<;(;(l/*  'J'hc  jniy  itc-cIn  cd  twelve 
sliillin«;s  lor  tlieii'  services. 

Oil  .Sept.  10,  IG').'],  (Ji'illin  Cnilts  was  made  a  lieiilcnaiit,  wliieli  rank 
he  lield  until  Feb.  21,  1(!70,  w  hen  his  ^'i-e(pi('st  to  lay  down  liis  coiu- 
uiission  was  <i,i-anted  ;  thus  we  sec  that  he  licld  the  posit  ion  ot  lieu- 
tenant about  twenty-three  years.  At  the  time  of  resij^nini;-  he  was 
al)out  70  years  ot  a^e,  and  as  the  Indian  wars  were  bet;innin^-  (the 
Deerfield  massacre  occurrint^'  about  this  time),  he  doubtless  telt  it 
was  time  for  liim  to  o'ive  ])lace  to  some  younger  and  mor(!  active  man. 

'I'lie  records  of  JJoxbury  having"  been  destroyed  by  fire  in  1(;52,  a 
connnittee  was  appointed  to  make  a  new  record  of  tlie  seveial  tracts 
granted  to  i)eoi)le  witliin  the  limits  of  the  town  of  IJoxbuiy,  and 
Lieut.  Crafts  was  one  of  that  committee.  He  was  chosen  a  selectman 
in  1050  and  continued  to  serve  until  l(i7.'{,  with  tlie  exce]>tion  ot  two 
years  (1005-10(50),  during  whicli  he  was  one  ot  a  connnittee  ot  three 
ai)pointed  by  the  town  ''to  give  the  Selectmen  orders  that  may  Ix' 
thought  for  the  Selectmen  to  consider,  and  establish  for  the  good  ot 
the  Town.'' 

From  the  first  settlenient  of  tlie  town,  Fieut.  Ciafts  was  identilied 
Avith  the  clnii-ch,  and  through  the  two  hundred  and  si xty  years  i  hat 
have  inter\ened  some  ot  his  descendants  Iuin'c  been  connected  with 
the  First  Keligious  Society  ot  Koxbury."  In  1058-1),  a  new  meeting 
house  was  built,  and  Lieut,  ("rafts  was  oneot  the  connnittee  a]»i»ointed 
to  supei-intend  its  construction. 

In  1055,  a  mill  was  l)uilt  on  Muddy  Fiver  and  the  (piestion  ot  dam- 
ages for  tlowMiig  lands  was  settled  by  a  vote  of  the  town.  'This  v<»t<' 
A\-as  so  (juaint  tliat  it  is  (luotcnl  : 

''Att  a  nuM'ting  in  Bro.  Johnsons  Hall,  ye  17:10:1005  there  was 
liberty  (on  a  voat  propounded  by  ye  c(tnslable)  grained  to  John 
Johnson,  Jolm  Gore,  John  Fearei)oint  \\'iHiam  Farker,  ^\'iHiam 
Cheney  and  Thomas  M<'kins  to  set  down  a  breast  mill  or  und'r  shott 
in  or  neare  ye  place  where  ye  old  mill  stood  neare  Hugh  (  larkes 
Ikirn,  provided  that  satisfaction  be  made  unto  those  that  shall  receive 
dammage  by  damming  of  ye  watei-  in  drowning  ot  ground,  and  that  tor 
ye  Cart  Bridge  given  they  make  and  maintain  a  Cart  liiidge  sullirient 
for  ye  use  of  'Town  and  ('ountry.  As  tor  ye  damnniges  that  Lieut. 
Crafts  and  John  Fuggles  shall  serteine  th(\v  have  received  satisl'act ion 
of  Bro.  lVarei)oint  in  Fwes,  <'ac-h  ot  lli<-m  one,  promising  in  ca-e  noe 
dammage  be  don  then  that  they  will  pay  back  to  liro.  Fearepoint 
Jlbrty  shillings  a  [x'ice  tor  ye  Fwes.  As  {or  \c  daminages  it  is  to  !)ec 
und'Mvstood  that  they  must  be  shewed  and  arliitiated  within  a  tN\el\e 
iiKU'iths  '-'ime  atter  ye  daming  ot  ye  watei  ." 

I/ieut.  G'idii:  Cratls's  sixth  child  was  Samuel  Ciatts,  who  was  boia 
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in  lvO>:biiiy,  Ma^^^.,  Doc.  12,  1(;:{(;,  and  married  Kli/abcth  S<'aver  of 
lloxbnry.  He  was  made  a  Irccnian.  May  .'H,  Kul.  II<'  was  jjiDnnncnt 
in  town  allairs,  and  was  t  rccjncnt  ly  (.'hoscn  scloctnian,  tithing'  man, 
ronstablc,  and  was  a  lientcnant.  In  JGsH,  he  \\as  om^  ol'  llu'  rommis- 
sioners  to  take  a  list  of  all  the  personal  and  ical  estate  of  each  of  the 
inha1)itants  of  Jloxbury,  to^'ether  with  a  list  of  all  male  i)erson<  fr(»m 
10  years  old  upward.  In  October,  1087,  a  <;ianL  known  as  the  '^Masli- 
aino(]uet  jtm-chase,*'  in  what  is  now  (Connecticut,  was  made  by  the 
(Jenei'al  Asseml)ly  to  twelve  of  (he  iidial»ilanls  of  ]N»\i)uiy,  and 
Sannnd  Cra fts  was  one  of  the  i;ianl(M  s.  In  ITl.'i,  the  '-purchase"  was 
incorj)oral<'d  as  a  town  and  the  name  changed  to  j'omfi-et.  Lieut. 
Samuel  Cralts  was  oiu^  of  thirt\-nine  who  agreed  to  settle  in  Neio 
lio'.rbunj,  or  \Vo(jdstock,  Conn.,  in  l(JS(;~iiO,  and  was  one  of  those 
chosen  ''to  start  all  needful  hi*;li\\  ays,  and  set  out  a  lot  foi-  the  min- 
ister, and  considei-  of  land  convenient  tor  the  plantei-s."'  'I'hey  di'cw 
by  lot  and  Lieut.  Crafts  received  lot  No.  '28,  and  was  pleased  to  take 
u])  a  20-acre  hinise  lot  for  liis  son  Samuel,  eastward  of  the  I*laiu  Hill, 
in  the  first  division  of  house  lots,  with  ■JO-acre  rights. In  tlie 
dixision  of  ^'ood  meadow  in  Ki'JO,  he  drew  lot  No.  11,  and  of  bad 
meadow,  lot  No.  '.]0.    lie  dieil  in  Koxbury. 

Lieut.  Samuel  ('rafts's  foui-fh  child  was  Samuel,  Jr.,  and  he  was 
born  in  IJoxbury,  .Mass.,  ,lune  1(>,  lOilT,  and  man-ied  in  Iloxbui-y, 
Elizabeth  Sharp,  the  daughter  of  Lieut.  John  Sha'p  of  IJrookline, 
Mass.  Like  his  fathei-  and  gi'andfathei-,  he  took  a  prominent  [lai  t  in 
the  allairs  of  IJoxbui-y,  b(^ini;'  highway  surveyor  and  c-onstat)le.  lie 
died  at  the  eaidy  age  of  forty-two. 

His  tii-st  child  was  Cajjt.  Joseph  (  rafls,  who  was  born,  in  Roxbui-y^ 
Mass.,  Oct.  1,  lG*.)l,and  man-ied  Susanna  W  ai'iiei".  In  an  old  cemetery 
in  Pomfrel,  Conn..,  is  the  headstone  ot  Caj)!.  Josej)h  Crafts;  it  has 
the  follow  iiig  cut  upon  its  face:  "  Here  lies  the  bt)dy  of  ('apt.  Josejih 
Crafts  l<:s(j.  He  dei^aited  this  life  Jan  2.'}  1751,  in  ye  (list  year  of  his 
age. 

"Ail,  finiitless  wish — how  aic  his  c\irtains  drawn. 
l''or  a  long  evening  that  dis|tairs  dawn." 
^^'hile  in  another  cemetery  is  a  he-adstoiu-  to  his  \\\\\\     Hi  memory  of 
Susannah,  wife  of  ('apt.  Josej)!!  Crafts  Es<i,  who  died  Aug  2().  17s(), 
in  the  eighty  third  year  of  her  age." 

('apt.  Joseph's  father  dying  intestate,  an<l  it  not  being  deemed  po>- 
sil)le  to  divide  the  estate  e(juitably,  Cai)t.  Joseph  took  the  projierty 
and  i)ai(l  his  brothers  and  sisters  each  H'.V.k  l(!^^  10(?.  He  sold  out  the 
IJoxbury  propeity  and  remo\-ed  to  I'omfret,  ('onn.,  where  he  was 
chosen  ensigii  in  the  militia  in  }7',V^;  two  years  later  he  becanu' a 
lieutenant,  a, id  his  I'onnnis-ion  as  captain  is  dated  17-11.    The  jccords 
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ill  Poiiil'rct  sliow  tliMt  he  was  a  voter  in  17'2;{,  \va^^  assessor,  a  sel<'ct- 
nian  eleven  y<Mirs,  cMjiumissionei-  for  Wiiidliaiii  fount  \\  and  rcpi-csent a- 
tive  to  tlie  (jicncral  Asscinl)!}' (»r  (  'oiUKM't  ii'ut.  He  li\  ('d  in  tliat  poi  - 
tion  of  Ponilret  laiowii  as  Alnni;ton  iiarisli.  He  wns  i)i-()niiiu'iit  in 
tlie  organization  of  the  Ortliodox  clnircli  in  Al)inu,lon,  Ijcini;-  (.'liairman 
of  the  conunittee  and  ot  the  i)arish.  in  17.'{i),  a  lilirary  associat  ion 
w;is  oronnized  and  he  contributed  £10.  Afterwards  otliei  s  joiiu'd  llic 
association,  among  them  Gen.  Isra(d  I'utnain,  wlio  contiihuted  fla. 
The}'  invested  £-i;5;)  in  hoolvS,  many  of  whicii  are  said  to  l»e  still  in 
existence.  Jle  liad  titteen  cliiUlren,  of  whom  Col.  l''Jienezer  (  la It s, 
tli<'  su!)ject  of  tliis  slu'tcli.  was  tlie  tweitth. 

('ol.  I'^hene/ei-  (  rafts  was  born  in  I'om fret,  Conn.,  S<'|»t.  "22.  1710. 
lie  graduated  from  \'ale  Ccdlege  in  17r);i,  and  studied  theology,  and 
was  ;i  candidate  for  settlement  foi'  a  lime,  but  failing  to  secure  a 
parish  he  gave  up  the  ministry  and  went  int«»Ii-ade;  he  lii-st  set  tied 
in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  ^^here  lie  remained  foi-  two  or  tliree  yeai  -.  and 
tlien  purchased  a  farm  in  Sturbridge;  this  w:is  al)out  1770  or  1771. 
lie  erecte<l  in  tlie  center  villagt^  wliat  is  now  known  as  'J'he  Kims,*" 
and  was  keeper  of  a  tavern  there  for  many  yeai's.  It  is  in  doubt 
whether  lie  or  his  son,  Gov.  Samuel  (  handler  Crafts,  jdanled  ih(» 
famous  elms  still  standing  in  front  of  the  old  liouse,  but  at  any  rate 
tliey  were  planted  there  by  this  family,  lie  was  a  wry  eiieigetie  and 
athletic  man.  of  powerful  pliysicpie,  and  iv  is  r(daled  that  when  a 
young  man  lu-  could  lift  a  l>arrel  (d'  eider  and  diink  from  the  buug- 
liole.  lie  was  industrious.  ;nid  b\  his  liusiness  capacity  ae<juiied 
what  \\as  in  tliose  days  a  large  estate:  he  was  an  aideur  and  acti\(' 
patriot,  and  at  tlie  commencement  id  hostilities  in  177."),  he  raised  a 
company  of  ca\'a!ry  in  Sturbridge,  (  liarlton.  Dudley  and  Oxiord,  anil 
was  commissioned  its  captain.  The  company  reported  at  ( '.ambi  idge 
and  served  until  altiu' the  e\-;icuat  ion  of  lio-ion  b\'  the  l>riti>li.  In 
17sr),  a  regiment  o\  casalry  was  raised  in  \\'ori-e>ter  county  and  he 
was  its  lii'st  colonel,  which  (dlict.'  he  li(dd  until  171)0;  in  the  wintei'  (d' 
17S0-7,  during  tlie  Shay"s  relxdliou.  this  regiment  did  enii'ieiit  •^ei\ice 
under  (len.  Lincoln. 

Col.  ('rafts,  knowing  the  need  of  moi'e  ami)le  education.al  facilities, 
was  desirous  of  founding  an  academy  or  institution  o|  higher  educa- 
tion in  Sturbridge,  but  tradition  says  that  S(  urbi  idge  did  uo(  care  to 
be  ilistui'bed  by  the  student  life  incident  to  such  an  in>t  it  tit  ion.  and 
heat  last  joined  with  ('ol.  Davis  in  pui-cliasing  the  famous  Lojx'z 
house  in  r.eicester,  anil  an  academy  was  opened  in  the  saiiu'.  June  7. 
17S4.  I'his  was  the  founding  id'  Leicester  Academy.  The  lir-i  name 
on  the  cat.'dogne  of  that  academy  is  Saimud  Chandler  (  rafts,  of  w  hom 
I  shall  speak  later. 
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Tlic  vill:i,i;'c  (»t'  Sturbrid^'o,  now  s(.  (piict  niul  [ieaccrul,  was  in  tlu' 
(lays  of  ('()).  ( 'rafts  a  Imsinoss  (.•ciitcr  ami  tlio  -rciic  (iC  niiu-li  animal  ion. 
It  was  on  the  main  liiL;li\vay  hctwt'cn  llo-^ton  ami  Si)i-i ii,-;liel(l,  l('a(lin<;' 
to  I  lai't  foi'd  and  New  ^'ol■k;  stages  woic  conslantly  aia  i\  im;'  ami 
departing-,  and  the  tavern  jjicscntcd  a  liv(dy,  si  iri  iin;'  iiicturc.  I*>nt 
( 'ol.  ( 'rait  s*s  donation  to  I ,<'i('('st<'r  Academy  and  losses  in  lin-incs.s 
rntci-priscs  incident  to  the  dcpr^'ssion  vN  lncli  I'ollowcd  the  K<'\()liition- 
:iry  War,  so  embarrassed  liim  tiiianeially  that  lie  was  indnecd  to  >-tdl 
ont  in  St nrhridii't'  and  settle.  \Nilh  (icn.  'I'imothy  Xeuidl.  in  a  ncvv 
to\Mishi[»,  six  miles  S(jnai-e,  sitnated  in  northern  N'ermont. 

This  township  was  di\i(led  into  111  tarnis,  each  ont'-liall  mile 
s(|uare,  and  (dex-en  ('rafts  fandlies  had  each  two  lots,  while  one  lot 
was  reserved  for  the  minister,  one  i'oi'  a  school  and  one  tor  a  eolle^-c, 
a!id  the  town  was  named,  very  natui'ally,  ( 'raltslmry,  for  its  tounder. 
To  this  town  he  removed  in  17iil,thcie  l)ciin;'  at  that  time  no  loads 
within  twenty  miles  of  tlu'  townshii),  and  the  w(»men  were  t  raii<iiorted 
IVom  ('al)ot,  ^'t.,  to  the  new  settlement  on  moose  sleds,  or  tra\ (dcd  on 
snovN'-shoes. 

At  this  place,  Col.  Ci-afts  for  the  next  twent}'  years  stood  to  the 
inliahitants  of  this  township  as  a  friend  and  connsellor,  a  man  w  lujse 
friendship  and  tididily  all  esteemed  and  respected.  In  ITSi;,  Harvard 
('ollei;('  hestoAN'cd  upon  him  the  honorary  de^riM' of  A.  M.  In  ITH'J, 
the  tirst  year  after  renioN  inii,'  to  < 'i-;i ftshury,  he  re[)resent ed  the  town 
in  the  legislature.  He  died  in  ISIO,  honored,  IxdoNcd  and  esieemed, 
l»ein;j,'  70  years  of  ai;('.  In  his  w  ill  he  he(pieatlied  ti fty  acres  of  land 
lor  cliiircli  purposes,  a  part  heiiii;-  tin;  site  of  the  pres4'nt  ( 'oiiiireua- 
tioiial  church  and  a  portion  v\as  to  he  sold  and  the  jn'oceeds  ol  the 
sale  to  he  ap[)!ied  to  th<'  purchase  of  a  communi(»n  table  and  t^\'o 
sihcr  tankards  ther(d'or.  A  tine  portrait  of  ( 'ol.  ( 'rafts  is  in  existence 
and  can  be  seen  at  the  academy  in  Leicester. 

I  have  said  that  Sanuud  Chandler  ( 'rafts  was  lirst  upon  the  t-ata- 
loiiue  of  Leicestei-  Academy.  Tradition  says  that  at  the  auc  ol  ten  he 
planted  the  famous  (dms  now  to  be  seen  in  St u rbridgc.  lb-  graduated 
from  Har\ard  <"olle<i-e  in  17l><),  ha\  in*i"  a  (ireek  dialogue  for  lii.-^  thesis. 
1  le  was  (|uite  a  student  in  i;<'olooy  and  minei-alo;j,y,  but  ast  ronomy  w as 
ills  faNorite  study,  ^^'hen  an  undei  graduate  at  Har\'ai\l,  he  computed 
a  transit  (tf  N'enus,  an  achie\ cmeiit,  until  then,  ne\er  accoini)lishcd  by 
an  underi^i'aduate  <d'  that  college.  He  was  a  cdassmate  of  President 
<,>uiiicy,  and  diirini;'  the  hist  yeai's  of  his  life  an  acti\e  correspondence 
was  maiiUaint'd  betVNcen  these  two  old  sc-lioolmates.  He  ix-i^an  the 
study  of  law,  but  vvheji  his  father  removed  lo  \'ermont,  he  accompa- 
nied him  and  renuiined  there  ever  attei'w  ards.  In  ^'S()^2,  w  hen  (  incin- 
nati  was  bul  an  Indian  frontier  town,  he,  in  conip:iny  with  Micliaux, 


the  yoniii^'or,  made  a  tour  of  (»l»sei-\  at  ion  to  tlic  lower  Mississii)i»i,  aiul 
(U'votcd  iinicli  time  to  a  botanical  ic-carcii  of  this,  tlicn  unknow  n, 
valley;  at  the  same  tinu;  ( 'ra fts  en;j,a^('d  in  several  exlen>ive  surveys 
wliieh  wei-e  ever  afterwards  aeeejited  as  standard  lines  li-oni  which  lo 
start  on  further  surveys.  He  carried  on  an  extensiNe  farm  in  (  lafis- 
hur}',  and  tliore  were  hut  few  ollices  in  toNvn  or  stale  w  hich  he  at 
some  time  did  not  fill. 

He  was  the  first  town  clerk  of  (  'raftshury  and  was  re-elect<'d  to 
that  oflice  anmially  f(n'  thirty-seven  years.  In  J7!K{,  lie  was  a  memlx'i* 
(d'  tlie  eonveiition  at  W'indsoi-,  ^'t.,  to  form  a  state  constif uti(»n,  and 
was  the  youn;j,est  memher;  he  served  in  the  \'ermont  house  ()f  I'epre- 
sentatives  in  ITOd,  ISOO,  ISO],  ]S(W,  ISO.-):  in  IT'.iS  and  17!»;».  he  was 
clerk  of  the  (ieneral  Assemhly  of  \'ermont;  from  isO'j  to  IsTi  he  ^vas 
a.  member  of  the  executl\('  couiwil,  and  ai^ain  from  1S'J5  to  1S27: 
from  171)(i  to  1815  lie  was  register  of  pi-obale  for  Orleans  county,  and 
from  1800  to  1810  he  was  tirst  assistant  jud^e  of  the  county  courl.  and 
from  1810  to  1810  he  was  chief  justice  of  that  court,  and  aealn  in  hs-jr) 
lie  was  a})i)()iiit<'d  chief  justice  and  served  foi'  three  years.  In  IS'JG,  he 
was  elected  to  ('oni;"ress  and  sei-v<'d  lor  i'ii;ht  years,  lie  was  ij,-o\ crnor 
of  Vermont  in  1828,  ls-21t  and  18;{0,  and  in  182!)  he  was  a  membci'of  the 
constitutional  convention,  ami  its  i)resi(k'nt.  ri)on  th<^  resii;iiai ion 
of  Jud^(^  Prentiss,  in  1812,  he  was  appointed  l".  S.  Senator,  and  was 
snbsefjuently  ehicted  to  till  out  the  term. 

He,  like  his  father,  was  acti\tdy  and  earnestly  interestt'd  in  educa. 
tional  matters,  and  in  the  foundini;'  of  ('raftsbui-y  Acadeiii\.  an  in-li- 
tulion  pi-ominent  in  W^i'mont  to  this  day.  lie  was  for  many  \cars 
a  member  of  the  l)oard  oi  trustees  of  the  I'niversity  of  N'eriiionI  at 
Hurlin^^ton. 

Ih'  was  a  man  with  u  rare  combination  ol  «;(»t»d  sense,  sound  leai  n- 
in^',  great  moral  worth  and  uniiretcnding'  simplicity  (d'  manner,  and 
l)ul)lic  honcu'S  and  pmblic  fa\'oi-s  nexcr  disturbed  the  cnri-ent  <d'  his 
life;  he  stood  to  those  around  him  in  the  i-(dation  oi  a  sate  counstdlor 
and  a  faithful  friend,  commandin*i'  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all:  in 
a|tpearance  he  was  of  a  commanding  tlgure,  o\('r  six  feet  in  height; 
he  was  an  eminent  I}'  conscientious  nian.  upi-ight  and  moral,  not  a 
church  member,  but  a  man  (d'  coiist.in!  atlendance  at  t he  (  ongrega- 
tional  church.  'Without  an  ac(]uainlance  with  his  ]»r)\ate  life  no  one 
could  estimate  the  Ix'auty  of  his  I'haiacter,  loi-  he  was  uniformly  kind 
and  eoui'teous,  a  good  talker  and  attenti\e  listener,  and  h<'  spared  no 
ellbrt  to  aid  with  heart  and  hand  his  neighbor.  Inhei  iting  from  his 
ancestors  a  love  of  nature,  he  was  ne\er  ha|)pier  than  when  engagetl 
upon  his  farm.  AVhen  a])pointed  to  the  I'liitcd  Slate-  Senate,  ihe 
messeng<'r  seni  to  notily  him  of  the  appoinlment.  tound  him  at  \\drk 
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ill  liis  lield.  AVhcn  ho  rcinovcd  l  ioin  Sturhrl(lj>o  to  Cral'tsliury  lie 
took  with  hini  an  iini)orte(l  I.oiiuiiian  and  l>iodiiip  "  iiinno.  and  a 
Ihite,  for  ho  and  his  wile  wore  iiotod  musicians  and  passed  many 
liapj)}'  hours  in  tliis  baeli  country  in  musical  study  and  oiijoynient. 

After  retirin<^-  from  [xilitical  lile  lie  kept  up  his  interest  in  reading 
and  all  political  (piestions  of  the  day,  and  also  in  all  modern  inven- 
tions and  discovei'ios,  and  especially  in  the  arts,  sciences  and  chemis- 
ti'y,  astronomy  and  geology,  more  than  the  others.  At  84  years  of 
ago  he  was  mentally  as  bright  as  a  man  of  GO,  and  on  his  birthday  he 
wi'ote  an  acrostic  to  his  sister,  Augusta  (  lark.  I  <juote  the  same  to 
show  the  [)olish  and  felicitous  langujigo  used  in  willing  the  same. 

A  rKAYI.K. 

Almighty  (5od.  in  whoso  ^^•ide  domain 
rnltonnded  power  and  goodness  reign, 
(Jrant  that  thy  grace  How  trom  above, 
Until  my  In-art  is  tilled  with  love. 
Sustain  me  on  that  dangerous  way 
']'hat  leads  froui  earth  to  endless  da}^ 
Aiid  nuiy  no  sin  load  me  astray. 

Create,  O  God,  in  my  cold  heart 
Light,  life  and  love,  that  uuiy  not  i)art, 
^\nd  may  my  best  atlections  I'ise. 
Kocode  fr<tm  earth  and  reach  the  skies; 
Kindling  that  (lame  that  never  dies. 

(Jovornor  Cralts  died  in  ('raftsbury,  in  1853,  aged  85  years. 

lie  had  two  children,  Samuel  1*.,  who  died  in  his  25th  year,  and 
Mary  who  mariiod  Nathan  S.  llili.  Ih'  was  u  member  ot  the  bar, 
and  after  practicing  tor  two  years  in  (irand  Isle  county,  ^'t.,  he 
removed  to  Craftsbury,  where  he  j/racticed  his  prolession  for  twenty- 
live  years,  part  of  the  time  being  in  partnership  with  J  Ion.  Augustus 
Young,  member  of  Congress  froui  that  district.  In  1850,  he  was 
appointed  treasurer  of  the  University  o\'  \'ormont  and  held  that  Mosi- 
ti(m  for  twenty-six  years,  until  failing  health  t-ouiixdled  him  to  retire 
fi-om  pubTK' service,  lie  died  in  1891.  1 1  is  \\  iilow  sui  \  i\  ed  him  and 
lesidod  at  Ihii  lingtoii,  \t. 

Among  the  })rominont  men  of  the  name  of  ('rafts  now  living  in 
iMassachusetts,  is  William  A.  Cralts,  who  i-esides  upon  the  old  family 
<'State  in  Iloxbury.  This  estate  has  been  in  the  ( 'l  af ts  family  since 
1705,  when  it  came  to  the  possession  of  Ensign  Ebene/or  Crafts,  a 
grandson  of  Lieut,  (irillin  Ciafts.  Ensign  Cratts  was  the  great-groat- 
grandlather  ot  William  A .  Ciat'ts.  \\iio  n\  as  edueated  in  tlie  taun_)iis 
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i^chools  of  (iidcoii  F.  Tliiiy*'!-  in  Hrookliiic  and  Stcplicn  M.  W CM  in 
.laniaica  Plain.  He  graduated  I'roni  llai  vaid  < in  IS  10.  hciiiii' 
class  poet.  He  studied  law  and  for  sevci-al  years  praetieeil  in  liu-hin 
and  Roxl»ury.  In  18  10,  he  eslahlislied  the  Xoiiolk  County  .I(iui-ii;iL  a 
\\h\^  ])aper  whleh  ho  edited  until  1S,">7.  From  IS  17  to  is,')!,  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  common  council  of  Koxi)ury,  ;ind  lor  t lirec  years  its 
president.  He  served  on  the  scIkm)!  board  tor  twelve  years,  and  was 
representative  to'the  General  (  ourt  tiom  Ifoxbury  in  Isr),'},  is"  l  .md 
18G1,  and  subsecpiently  he  was  tor  sexcral  j'ears  assi-tant  clerk  ihc 
liouse  ot  rejH'csentatives.  In  lS(;!i,  ^^lu'n  tlie  sttite  board  <d'  railroad 
comnussioners  was  established,  he  was  api>oiided  it'^  clerk,  and  wiili 
the  exception  of  a  brief  inter\al,  has  held  that  ollice  vwv  since. 
Many  of  the  business  men  ot  this  \  icinity  wlio  have  had  occasion  lo 
visit  the  ollice  ot  this  boartl  have  the  j)leasantest  rec(dlccti(ms  of  tlie 
kind  and  courteous  treatment  they  have  receiv<'d  from  Mr.  (  rails. 
ITavinti;  literary  tastes,  but  not  making-  litei'ature  a  profession,  he  has 
written  and  published  vai'ious  works,  among  others,  "History  ol  the 
Southei'n  Ikcbel lion,"  2  vols.;  Pioneers  in  the  Settlement  td'  .Ameri- 
ca," 2  vols.;  Trilleton  Papers,"  a  camj.ai^n  life  of  Cieneral  (irant, 
besides  numerous  articles  for  magazines  and  the  i»ai)e)'s.  lie  lias  also 
written  numerous  poems,  one  of  which,  '^Tlie  New  England  Pionecj  s," 
is  published  in  the  History  of  the  Crafts  F;unily.* 

*  Compiled  by  James  M.  and  William  F.  Crafts,  1^93.  A  copy  is  t)\viied  by 
this  Society, 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  Quinabaug  Historical  Society. 


The  anuual  meeting  of  the  Quinabaag 
gigtoriciil  Society  was  well  atteniled, 
Jlonday,  April  L'7,  V.W.i.  A  very  interest- 
ing paper  on  -'yturbridge  in  the  Civil 
jf»r""iis  incii  Mted  by  A.  B.  Chainher- 
llln  of  tli.u  u>\Mi.  This  will  appear 
liter  as  a  Icallet.  Mrs.  Dudley  H.  Clarke 
leDdereri  a  vocal  solo  in  her  usual  pleas- 
ing manner.  The  report  of  the  board  of 
Jlrei'tors  was  given  by  President  Charles 
V.Corey.  The  treasurer's  report  show- 
ed a  balance  of  about  SIOO.OO  in  the 
general  fund,  and  about  S575.00  in  the 
permanent  trust  fund.  The  year  has 
been  very  successful,  financially.  The 
cost  of  printing  tliH  fourteen  numbers  of 
tlie  historiciil  leiiflcts  has  been  almost 
(net  by  the  sale  of  these  publications. 
Other  numbers  will  appear  in  the 
iiuiunin.  The  librarian  reports  that  the 
liicriiry  collections  of  the  society  are 
increasing  bv  and  exchanges.  Some 
articles  havp  been  received  for  the 
cabinet,  and  niiuiy  more  are  promised 
when  thn  society  secures  permanent  and 
(life  finartei  s.  Tlipic  were  no  other  for- 
m.il  report--,  riie  election  of  nllicers 
resulte'l  in  llie  el, ice  of  the  same  ns  bist 

-itl.  Mv  o  ,-.n.|,|mn^.  'J-liey  are  lis 
fnllov^s:  Pre=i.leiit.  Cbiirbs  \'.  Corpv, 
SturliriiiEP ;  lir-t  vire  president,  Calvin 

(iresiHcnt,  Ah  in  H.  Cbamherlain,  Stiir- 
hririffe;  clerk.  Wilford  .1.  I,itclirie|(I, 
.Smithbrirttr,.;  treasiiri'r.  Alva  I,.  Hvde, 
Snnlhbridcre;  Georire  W.  \V.  lis,  Airs. 
Henry  A.  Jlorse,  Miss  Mary  E.  Cleiii- 
ence.  .Tobn  M.  Coch>an.  all  of  Souf.h- 
hridge,  >Irs.  A.  R  Chamberlain  of  Stur- 
liridae.  .Tobn  Greg^on  of  FisUdale,  and 
.Samuel  M.  Conant  of  Pawtueket,  11.  I  , 
nil  the  foregoing  constituting  the  hoird 

Miss  Ellen  L.  Moore,  Southbridge.  and 
rrcnrding  secretary  and  librari-m.  i\li«s 
Emma  1..  Dresner,'  S"ulhbridge.  In  nd- 
ditinn,  .lolin  E.  Tiiige  was  elected  to 
s-rve  three  vears  on  the  standing  com- 
mittee nn  nominitions. 

REl'OI'.T  OF  liOAlII)  OF  DIRECTORS. 
Members  of  the  (Juinabaug  Historical 

Society  : 

The  directors  herewith  submit  their 
annual  report. 

One  year  ago  our  society  felt  severely 
the  loss  of  our  former  president,  wbo^e 
tact  and  efficient  management  had  done 
so  much  to  place  the  society  nn  a  good 
fnund  ition.  We  are  happy  to  sav,  how- 
ever, that  the  society  has  not  lost  ground, 
and  that  it  ha<>  been  fairly  successful, 
historically,  socially  and  tinaucialK',  and 
the  prophecy  made  jokingly  by  a  friend 
three  years  ago  that  the  society  would 
not  last  long,  but  would  be  very  apt  to 
wind  up  with  a  pink  tea  in  somebody's 
garden,  has  not  been  fulfilled. 

We  have  now  ir,:>  active  members,  hav- 
ing gained  14  during  the  past  year;  10 
honorary  and  corresponding  members 
and  four  life  membtrs.  We  have  lost 
four  active  members  bv  death,  viz. :  Dr. 
L.  \V.  Curtis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ch.arles  S. 
Edmonds  and  Mrs.  Chloe  B.  Litchfield, 
due  notice  of  which  will  he  prepared  by 
the  committee  on  necrology,  and  memo- 
rials will  be  deposited  In  the  archives  of 
the  society. 

The  treasurer's  report  shows  a  perma- 

SKIO,  after  paying  all  hot  a  few  small 
hills.  We  li.ive  paid  .<.-,4.nn  for  printing 
Ihe  leaflets,  fourteen  of  which,  all  on 
local  history,  have  been  printed,  and  are 
on  sale  by  the  clerk  and  at  Johnson-Col- 
burn  Co'8  store  in  Southbridge,  and  at 


the  post  office  in  Sturbridge  by  Alvia  B. 
Chamberlain,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  have  already  nearly  paid  for  the 
printing. 

The  thanks  of  the  society  are  due 
those  gentlemen  for  keeping  them  for 
sale.  These  leaflets  are  giving  the  socie- 
ty a  favorable  and  widespread  reputa- 
tion. Two  more  papers  are  nearly  ready 
to  be  printed. 

A  wise  suggestion  has  been  made, 
that  the  society  pay  more  attention  to 
local  history  in  the  future,  and  less  to 
general  history,  as  the  preservation  of 
local  history  is  the  proper  and  main 
object  of  historical  societies  like  ours. 

The  seventh  field  day  was  held  June  21, 
1902,  in  the  Congregational  church,  in 
Sturbridge,  which  was  kindly  opened 
for  the  occasion.  Prof.  George  H. 
llaynes  of  Worcester  read  a  very  com- 
plete account  of  the  old  lead  mine  in 
.Sturbridge.  His  paper  appears  as  a 
leaflet.  An  excursion  to  the  mine  had 
been  planned  to  go  immediately  after  the 
reading.  A  large  omnibus  h.id  been  eu- 
giiged,  light  refreshments  hud  been  sent 
to  the  mine,  but  it  rained  and  rained, 
and  the  excursion  bad  to  be  given  up. 
Nearly  one  hundred  people  attended  the 
rearliug,  however,  and  were  well  repaid. 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Muuroe  discoursed  most  ex- 
cellent music  on  the  organ  at  the  opening 
and  closing  of  the  exerci.ses. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  October  to 
liMVH  an  outing  in  Charlton.  Senator 
Hour  was  invited  to  speak  hut  he  was 
obliged  to  decline  and  tlie  outing  was 
given  up. 

In  the  meantime  our  calendar  was 
made  nut,  and  the  first  regular  meeting 
was  held  October  27,  with  a  paper  on  the 
"Cemeteries  of  Charlton,"  by  M.  Daniel 
Woodbury.  On  November  2-t.  we  had  a 
history  of  the  Dorr  Rebellion  by  ,1.  M. 
Cochrin,  Esq.  Our  next  mesting.  Jan- 
uary 1,  1803,  was  a  banquet  at  the  Dr.  s- 
ser  House.  Ninety-one  pei<sons  were 
piesent  at  the  tables,  and  five  gentlemen 
who  were  asked  to  speak,  responded. 
As  it  was  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the 
signing  of  the  emancipation  pi;oclaniatioa 
by  President  Lincoln,  this  became  the 
theme  of  most  of  the  speakei^s.  It  was 
a  successful  afTair,  socially  |and  (j^nan- 
cially.  The  next  meeting  was  held 
.Tanuiiry  2Gth,  with  an  able  paper  by 
.lohn  Gregson,  on  the  "Development  of 
Fiskdale."  .lohn  F.  Hebard,  who  was 
down  for  a  paper  on  the  Sneliville  auger 
works,  through  the  press  of  business, 
was  not  able  to  respond. 

The  only  change  in  the  program  print- 
ed on  the  calendar,  was  m^de  at  the 
meeting  held  February  2,'ird,i  when,  in- 
stead of  the  costume  social,  the  com- 
mittee nn  local  history  arranged  a  de- 
lightful program  at  the  Dreiser  House 
pirlors,  with  a  paper  by  Mrs  Wm.  T. 
Forbes  of  Worcester,  on  "The  Country 
Minister  of  the  ISth  Century .'f  Histories 
of  patriotic  songs  and  tunes  ^yas  read  by 
Miss  Mary  E.  Cleraence,  and  were  played 
with  other  selections,  by  an  i  orchestra. 
A  collation  was  served,  auk,  without 
doubt,  the  change  was  an  iniprovemeot 
on  the  original  program.  The  meeting 
May  30th  had  an  unpleasant  evening, 
but  was  fairly  well  attended  ;able  papers 
were  read  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  F.  Wheelock  on 
the  "Spanish  explorers  of  America," 
and  by  Thos.  II.  Decoudres,  on  the 
"Quaker  Colonies  in  America." 

Notice  should  be  made  of  the  meeting 
held  April  29,  1002,  at  which  the  annual 
reports  of  the  ollicers  were  held,  and  the 
resignation  of  Rev.  Geo.  W,  Penninian 
as  president,  on  account  ot  his  removal 


to  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  was  given,  and  all 
oflicers  for  the  year  eusuing  except  the  ' 
president,  were  chosen.    An  interesting 
paper  on  "Mounds  and  Mound  Builders" 
was  read  by  F.  E.  Corbln. 

Many  thanks  are  due  to  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  society  who  have  so 
promptly  responded  to  the  calls  to  help 
out  the  entertainments.  If  I  be  allowed 
to  make  a  suggestion,  it  would  be  that 
we  usually  have  but  one  paper  in  an 
evening,  and  have  it  open  to  discussion, 
and  that  the  regular  meetings  begin 
promptly  at  eight  o'clock  and  close  .at 
9.15.  Promptness  and  brevity  are  two 
necessary  elements  to  make  a  meeting 
really  desirable,  and  lasting  in  memory 
and  healthful  iufluence. 

No  historic  sites  were  marked  during 
the  past  year.  We  think  that  at  least 
one  should  be  marked  each  year.  We 
believe  that  it  is  wise  to  distribute  the 
olliccs  and  membership  of  committees 
among  the  dill'creut  members  as  much  as 
possible  and  we  hope  that  no  member 
will  hesitate,  or  think  he  or  she  should 
hide  their  talent,  it  there  is  any  desire 
on  the  part  of  such  to  write  up  an  item 
of  loeal  history.  We  believe  is 
much  latent  talent  in  this  society  which 
has  not  been  employed.  We  yenture  to 
say  that  any  board  of  directors  would 
be  glad  to  receive  suggestions  from  any 
meinber,  in  regard  to  the  names  ot  those 
who  might  prepare  papers.  We  hope 
that  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  the 
nienihers  will  continue. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  V.  CouEYr,  President. 

COJlMri'TEES  APPOINTED. 
The  directors  ot  the  Quinabaug  His- 
torical Society  have  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing committees  to  serve  for  190H-4: 
Getjeral  history  and  archaeology,  Jlrs. 
George  K.  Dresser,  chairman  ;  Miss  Mary 

C.  Plimpton,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Haynes  (Stur- 
bridge), George  M.  Cheney  and  Fred  E. 
Corbin;  local  history,  biography  and 
genealogy,  Mrs.  Calvin  D.  Paige,  chair- 
man, .Mrs.  George  W.  Wells,  Miss  Anna 
lirooks  (Sturbridge),  Lucius  E.  Amml- 
down  and  Mrs.  Francis  L.  Chapin;  mili- 
tary history.  .1.  M.  Cochran,  chairman, 
Charles  L.  Xewliall.  A.  li.  Chamberlain 
(Sturbridge),  George  W.  Corey,  and 
Newton  E.  Putney  ;  literature,  poetry  and 
art,  J.  C.  F.  Wheelock,  chairman,  Mrs. 
Horace  N.  Carpenter,  Miss  Emma  L. 
Diesser,  Herbert  R.  Beecher,  Miss  Mary 
E.  We\U  \  library  collections,  .lohn  Greg- 
son,  (Fiskdale),  chairman,  Miss  Martha 
Cutting,  Miss  Ella  E.  Mlersch,  Mrs.  J. 

D.  Underwood  (Sturbridge),  Mrs.  Frnnk 
C.  Litchfield;  museum  coliectlous,  Geo. 
K.  Dresser,  chairman,  Mrs.  Samuel  M. 
Couant  (Pawtucket),  Mrs.  Newton  E. 
Putney,  Ebeu  S.  Stevens  (Qulnebaug, 
Ct.),  Mrs.  John  I.  Beck,  Charles  W. 
Weld,  Mrs.  John  Gregson  (Fiskdale), 
Miss  .Mary  L.  Merritt  and  Mrs.  John  E. 
Pnige;  membership,  resolutions  and  ne- 
crology, L.  E.  Ammidown,  chairman, 
John  F.  Hebard  (Sturbridge),  and  J.  E. 
Clemesce;  publications,  Wilford  J. 
Litchfield,  chairman,  Charles  V.  Corey 
(Sturbridge),  and  Miss  Ellen  L.  Moore; 
auditing,  Samuel  D.  Perry,  chairman, 
II.  D.  llaynes  (Sturbridge),  John  E. 
Paige ;  marking  historical  sites,  Hiram 
<;.  Wells,  chairman,  Levi  B.  Chase  (Stur- 
bridge), and  Herman  'V.  Ilj'dc;  now 
members,  Wilford  J.  Litchfield  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  Williams,  for  Southbridge; 
Samuel  M.  Couant  and  wife,  for  Dudley; 
M.  D.  Woodbury  and  Frank  F.  Dresser, 
for  Charlton  ;  Mrs.  John  F.  Hebard  and 
Mrs.  Emma  Locke,  for  Sturbridge. 
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How  sl<'('|)  llic  who  -ink  t(MfSt 

I'.y  .ill  tlioir  couiu  ry's  ^^  i■~ll•'>  Llrst  I 

Wlit'ii  Sni-inu,-  wlih        v  linu-ors  fold. 

Ui'turn-  to  (lock  llK'ii- li;illo\v<'<l  iiiouM, 

Slio  tlicro  sliall  (1r(>sr;  :i  swcotor  iod. 

'I'lian  l;nicy*>^  tVct  1>:im  oyor  t  rod. 

Ily  I'aiiy  hand-  Ilioir  knoll  i-\in;j,\ 

I'.y  I'oi  ins  \uisoon  1  ht  ii-dii\i:o  is  -nn;:, ; 

'Hioii-  Ilonoi-oonios  a  pil^'rim  L!,ray. 

To  hlos^  the  tui-r  Ihiir  wai  joi  ihoir  clay. 

And  I'lvodoic  shall  lUNhjlo  I'cpair. 

To  dwell  a  A\cc])in;^'  hi'vniit  thciv. 
The  Whccloclcs  ot  Xcw  Kn^land.  and  I  ihink  I  niny  say  ot  Amci-ic: 
aiipcar  to  l)c  dc>ccndanlH  cA  Kalph  W  jicclock,  Ilic  Pniilan. 
his  (l.'SccndanLs,  Key.  Tnui>;  HiclvS  ol'  ^'c^^  lla\cn.  said  in  )ii 
hcl'orc  the  ( "onnci'licnt  llisiorical  Society,  in  \o^-cnilicr,  ISUO 
highly  ]n-ol)al)lc  Iliat  he  \v;tH  a  dcsrciidanl  or  lln,i;li  (!«'  \\'h<-el(icl{,  ^\llo, 
in  the  rci^n  ol  Hetn-y  IT,  received  I'l-oiii  1Jo;l;'ci'  >l;iine  >\'arrtn;;',  a  tillc 
to  all  tlie  laiter's  c-laim  \o  1  he  vill;i;;e  ol'  >\  heclock,  in  <  'hi'>hire  count  y, 
Knjj,li>n(l,  which  he  iiad  jucvionsiy  held,  li  jh  al^o  prohid)!''  iha!  he 
w:is  i\  ]vhUive  of  Ahrnliiiui  Wheclock,  11  nalive  ol'  Shrnpshh't',  who  look 
the  derive  A.  .M..  at  ( 'ii nil Mid;i,c  I'nivcrf^ily  in  iind  \\as  adniilled  lo 
riarc  Hall,  as  a  iMdlow,  idiont  tlie  .-aine  nnic  thai  llaljih  Whccloi  k 
ciil<'red  Hie  nanic  ("(dlep-,  and  who,  later  on,  het  aiiie  tlie  lirst 
or  Hie  .\i'Ml>tc  and  S;!>:on  ion;;ues  in  the  nni\T'r.  it y ,  and  w  ho  1 
iiinoii^'  other  \voi  lvr,  Hjcde's  l'A'cle>  last ii 
paraphrase  of  Aliri-iU  and  wlio  becan 
univcr.'^it  v." 
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JJiilpli  Wlicclofk  wji^  born  in  "KlOO,  j;r;uIu;Uo(l  in  1020,  and  t(»ok  tlio 
dojj'rcc  of  A.  M.  in  lO.'U.     This  ^\■as  loundcd  in  132(')  and  was 

called  I'nion  ('ollci^'c,  until  KJiiS  or  liVM^  wlicn,  owin^"  to  ;i  hw^c  ^it't 
from  Klizabctli  liuri>:h,  Countess  oT  ( 'larc,  tlic  name  was  cliangcd  to 
C'lai-o  ('ollo<»-c.  Mai'fj;arot  of  Anjou,  to  licr  husband  Ileni-y  VII,  speaks 
of  Clare  (V>lle<;-e  as  havinti^  ''orote  rei)utation  lor  <i-ood  and  w<trshii)iul 
tderkis,  that  ])y  i;i-ete  nudtitude  have  been  bi-edde  and  broui^ht  toi  th 
in  theyin."  Jt)hn  Milton,  John  Klliott,  Saiiuud  Stone,  Samuel  l^aton, 
.John  Norton  and  'I'homas  Shepard  and  other  eminent  Puritans  were 
I'ellow  students  of  Ualph  ^^'lleeloc'k  in  ('ambridgc  I'niversity. 

Kalph  >Vheelock  left  England  in  aeeompanied  l)y  his  wife, 

liebeeea,  and  son  (Jershom,  and  another  ehild  was  born  dui  in^'  the  voy- 
age to  America..  The  ship  in  which  they  tirst  embarked  was  driven  back 
by  the  tempests.  John  llarvai'd  and  John  Davenport  came  over  tlie 
same  year.  IJalph  \Vhe(dock  was  a  dissentin*;-  i)reacher  in  Kii^iland 
and  cam<'  over  when  i)ei-S(\'uf ions  ran  the  hi<;hest.  lie  located  tirst  in 
Watertown,  and  shortly  after  moved  to  Dcdiiam,  then  called  on- 
tentment  si<;iu'd  the  l><'dham  Tovenant  in  'luly,  1(;;{7  ;  his  is  the  tenth 
name  on  the  list  of  over  one  hundred.  This  instrument  was  the  con- 
stitution of  that  ))ody  of  settlers,  as  it  is  known  that  the  lirst  "('(mIc 
of  ("olony  Laws,"*  known  as  the  ''Body  of  Libeities,"  was  not  foi  iiied 
until  1011,  He  is  one  of  the  four  persons  mentioned  in  the  .'.u  ly 
records  of  that  town,  to  whose  nanie  the  title  '"Mr."  \\as  ai)plied, 
implyin*;  that  he  was  a  leader  in  the  col(»ny,  looked  up  t(>,  honored  :ind 
esteemed,  lie  was  one  of  tlie  ei<;ht  jx-rsons  selected  to  manage  the 
alVairs  of  the  town,  and  th<  y  wei'c  given  the  same  power  as  the  w  hole 
town  had,  from  which  selection  and  authoiity  originated  the  uHiee 
now  existing  of  ''Selectmen. '"  He  was  appointeil  by  the  general 
court,  "Clerk  of  tlie  AVrits,"  and  justice  of  the  i)eace  to  try  cases. 

At  this  time  there  were  no  schools  in  the  colony,  and  the  jn'ople 
thought  that  some  means  should  be  emjjloyed  to  educate  youths  of  the 
colony.  Forty  i)ersons  assemlded  in  town  meeting  in  Febiaiary,  1011, 
voted  to  raise  20  pounds,  and  also  set  apart  a  i)iece  of  land  for  })ublic 
use,  to  l»e  improved  lor  the  b(»nelit  tlie  schools  and  this  is  declart  i 
to  be  t]i(\flrst  school  suj)j)orted  by  town  tax,  that  oi>ened  in  this  state. 
Tlie  Massachusetts  laws  of  1042  re<iuired  that  school^  sliould  be  estab- 
lished, ]»ut  it  left  them  to  be  supi)orf('d  by  tuition  or  subscription,  or 
in  such,  ways  as  the  town  might  choose.  Kalph  Wheelock  was  chosen 
teache*'  of  this  seliotd,  and  he  taught  in  it  from  1044  to  lO.")].  lie 
became  the  anc<'stor  of  the  first  two  i)residents  of  Dartmouth  College; 
Jol:n  Dwig!it  wr^'  tl((M"e  and  he  Avas  the  ancestor  of  the  t\\()  4'imotliy 
Dwighrs,  presidents  (.f  ^'ale  College;  Kiehard  lOvereil  was  there  and 
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ho  w:i.«  iiiK'Ofiror  of  Edward  Kvi'i  ctt,  pi'osideiit  of  ITarv;ir<l  Colloji^o ; 
tli(M-('  \v:i«;  there,  nl.^o,  Aiitlioiiy  i'^i-^licr,  the  ancostor  of  tlio  ronowiied 
stat('>^m;m  and  friend  of  \\  asliiii^tt)n,  Fisher  Ames,  who  deeliniMl  the 
jn-osideiiey  of  Harvaid  (  oilej^e,  in  TSOJ  ;  and,  too,  tlio  ancestor  of  the  t  wo 
ji,ovei'nors  of  A'ennont  hy  the  name  of  Fairl>anks.  Certainly  it  was 
a  notahlo  eoni])any,  whoso  inlluenee  lias  spread  and  sliaj^ed  tlie  destiny 
of  tliis  whole  country.  It  is  presumed  that  lkali>h  Wheelock  taught 
his  son  Klea/er,  youn<>;  'rimothy  l)wi;;ht,  and  the  ancestor  of  Edward 
Kverett,  and  that  he  hail  in  his  seho(d  the  ancestors  of  live  college 
jH-esidents,  just  i-efei-red  to. 

For  them  no  need  that  .sculptured  tomb 

Should  chronicle  their  fame. 
Or  jjyramid  record  th<Mr  doom, 

Or  deathless  vei-se  Iheii' name; 
It  is  enou^'h  that  dust  or  time 

Should  shroud  theii'  Toi  ins,  and  l)les^;ed  memories  be  thine. 

Some  of  the  laws  in  force  at  that  time  wer(»  similar  to  the  m  called 
''J^lue  Laws"'*  of  Connecticut.  In  IC.'iT,  a  uian  was  lined  for  g'oin;:;  to 
Connecticut,  without  lirst  obtaininj;;  consent  from  the  couiu-il.  In 
KJ.'ll),  the  town  was  lined  for  not  beini;-  provided  with  stocks.  Food 
consisted  of  beef,  ]»ork,  bread  and  beans;  luxui-i<'S  were  i>rohibil(Hl  by 
a  law  that  ordered  ''that  no  cake  or  buns  be  sidd  or  made,  exce])t 
for  bui'ials  or  wed(lin«;s,"  Indian  coi'ii  was  the  chief  aiMicle  used  in 
making  bread,  and  was  also  commoidy  ust-d  as  a  medium  of  exchange 
I'oi- all  coiiunodities.  I'otatoes  were  not  known  until  a  century  later, 
when  a  bush(d  was  thought  to  \>o  sullicient  for  th(^  winter,  as  they  were 
only  served  wluMi  t iH'y  had  visitors.  The  JOnglisli  pi-actic-e  of  wile 
whipping  was  ])rohibited,  though  the  couils  i-es(>rved  to  the  husband 
the  right  to  whij)  his  wife  foi'  just  cause. 

The  signal  lor  Indian  attacks  was  discharging  three  muskets,  or 
beating  a  drum,  or  llring  the  beacon,  oi-  sending  a  messenger,  or,  if 

•Tlie  following  are  some  of  the  "  Blue  Laws  "  of  Connecticut:  No  one  shall 
be  a  freeman  or  have  a  vote,  unless  he  is  converted,  and  a  member  of  one  of 
the  churches  in  the  dominion.  No  food  or  lodging'  shall  be  otfered  to  a 
heretic.  No  one  shall  travel,  cook  victuals,  make  beds,  sweep  houses,  cut 
hair  or  shave  on  the  Snbbath  day.  No  one  shall  kiss  his  or  her  children  on 
the  Sabbath,  or  feasting  days.  Whoever  brings  cards  or  dice  into  the  do- 
minion, shall  be  lined  5  pounds.  No  one  shall  eat  mince  pies,  dunce,  play 
cards  or  play  any  instrument  of  music  except  the  drum,  trumpet  or  jews- 
harp.  No  man  shall  court  a  maid  in  person  or  by  letter,  without  obtaining 
the  consent  of  her  parents;  five  pounds  penalty  for  the  first  ofYonce,  ten 
pounds  for  the  second,  and  for  the  third,  imprisonment  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  court. 


tlio  jittjic'k  WJL«  dvii'in^-  the  nij^lit,  Hriii«;-  a  cannon.  Evory  town  had  a 
garrison  Imill  ])artly  of  stone,  provided  with  a  stoclcade,  for  the  i»ro- 
tectlon  of  the  women  and  chihh-en,  A  watch  was  set  after  sunset,  and 
a  |)enalty  of  40  shillings  was  exacted  for  tiling  a  gun  after  the  sun 
went  down.  Tlie  custom  of  '•^^eating  for  the  uieeting  house "  pre- 
vailed for  a  long  time;  a  connnittee  was  chosen  foi*  this  purjxiise  and 
the  peo]>le  were  seated  accoi-ding  to  wealt  h  and  genei  al  standing  in 
tlie  connnunity ;  tlie  children  never  sat  with  theii-  i)arents  in  church, 
hut  weie  seated  togethei-,  with  a  tithing  man  to  keep  them  in  order. 

Tlie  church  was  formed  in  \V>'As.  pre\ious  to  which  all  meetings 
were  lield  at  private  houses.  .John  Allen  was  the  lirst  luan  and 
l^alpli  Wlieelock  tlie  second  man,  Xa  he  taken  into  the  chui-ch  ;  hy  mut- 
ual consent,  John  Hunting  was  selected  as  elder,  which  was  :t  dis- 
a])i)ointment  to  Mr.  ^Vheelock,  as  he  exi»ected  the  mantle  would  )«' 
])laced  on  his  shoulders,  hut  he  never  liesitated  to  do  all  that  was  re- 
quired of  him  for  the  connnon  weal,  and  so  he,  with  dohn  Allen  and 
Edward  Allen,  were  chosen  to  ordain  .lohn  Hunting  as  eltler. 

The  town  of  Dedham  at  this  tiiui;  included  what  is  now  Dedham, 
Norwood,  Wali)ole,  Wrentham,  Eranklin,  liellingham,  ^fedtield, 
Dover,  Needham,  Wellesley,  and  parts  of  Natick  and  Hyde  Park. 
Ralj)!!  Wlieelock  lived  in  the  part  called  Medjldd,  and  he  was  called 
founder  of  Medfield^  the  title  to  which  town  w^as  purcliased  of  Chicka- 
tahot,  which  purchase  was  afterward  confirmed  hy  liis  grandson, 
Josias  (Wampatuck?),  for  4£.,  10  sliillings.  Chicku-tahot,  like  Massa- 
Boit,  was  friendly,  to  the  whites,  having  sigiu'd  a  treaty  witli  tlie  Pil- 
grims in  1021.  Palidi  Whecdock  dr<'W  uj*  the  agreement  to  he  signed 
hy  all  who  desired  to  he  accepted  as  inhahitants  of  Medlield,  The 
third  clause  of  this  agreement  was  as  follows,  to  wit: — ^^That  we 
shall  all  of  VIS  in  llie  said  Towne  j'\-iithfully  Endeavor  that  only  such 
he  icceived  to  our  soeietie  tSL'  Township  as  we  may  have  sullicient  satis- 
faction in;  that  they  are  honest  jx'aceahle  :ind  free  fi-om  scandall  and 
erronions  opinions." 

In  June,  KJoO,  12  acres  of  land  were  set  oil'  to  l^alph  Wheelock,  in 
Medlield,  at  the  west  coiner  of  the  present  Main  street  and  North 
stn'ct,  the  town  having  heen  incorporated  the  month  previous,  mak- 
ing thirteen  towns  in  the  Colony.  The  lirst  selectmen  were:  Ifalph 
Wheelock,  Timothy  Dwight,  Kohert  Hinsdale,  John  Traiery  and 
F.enjamin  Allx'y.  In  1052,  his  estate  consisted  of  persons,  lt)0£. 
(each  person  was  reckoned  as  10£  ;)  acres  closed  38£  ;  unhroken,  ;{£  ; 
orcliard,  10£  ;  house,  '^Q£  ;  2  oxen,  11£  ;  2  cows,  12£  ;  3  yearlings.  '>£  ; 
2  yearlings,  :U' ;  1  yearling,  2£  ;  dehts  to  rec.  10£  ;  overplus  of  linal 
estate,  10£  ;  total  274£. 
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He  was  fseleetmnn  from  1650  to  1654  inclusive,  and  again  in  1659-60; 
a  member  of  the  general  court  in  1654,  1663,  1664,  1666  and  1667.  In 
1660,  the  valuation  of  the  town  was  6,119£;  there  were  forty-three 
families  and  143  persons;  he  was  nintli  in  w^ealth,  his  property  liaving 
shrunk  to  190£.  The  w^ealthiest  man  in  town  was  John  Thurston, 
worth  281£.  Kalph  Wlieelock  and  Robert  Hinsdale  were  the  only  ones 
that  had  ten  persons  in  their  families.  He  was  the  first  school  teacher 
in  tliis  town,  also  teaching  in  1668  for  10  shillings  per  week. 

After  he  liad  served  in  the  General  Court,  the  town  paid  his  board 
bill  while  there,  "to  Edward  Dinker  of  Boston  for  diet  of  Mr.  Ralph 
Wheelock."  In  1675,  he,  with  61  others,  contributed  to  tln'  expenses 
of  the  "New  Brick  College," — Harvard  College;  contributed  2  bushels 
of  "endian  corn;"'  his  son  Benjamin, ^  1  bushel ;  twenty  yeais  before 
he  had  contributed  to  the  same  college  and  was  made  a  collector  of 
contributions. 

The  country,  being  new,  was  overrmi  with  wolves,  and  rattle- 
snakes wei-e  couHuon;  two  pounds  were  ottered  as  a  bounty  for  killing 
a  wolf,  and  six  pence  for  killing  a  rattlesnake;  this  sum  was  paid  by 
the  town  treasurer  on  bringing  to  him  one  inch  of  the  snake's  tail. 

Ralph  1  Wheelock  died  in  1683;  his  wife  died  in  1680.  His  children 
were : 

Gershom,2  b.  in  England. 

Nancy,^  who  married  Joseph  Miles,  and  moved  to  Shrewsbury. 
Benjamin,2  b.  1640. 
Samuel,^  b.  1642. 

Peregrin,2  b.  1644;  m,1669,  John  Warlield. 

Rebecca,^  m.  John  Crafts  of  Roxbury. 

Record,2  b.  1644,  m.  Increase  ^Vard  of  Shrewsbury. 

Experience, 2  m.  Josepli  Warren. 

Elea7X'r,2  b.  1654. 

Gershom,2  married  Hannah  Stodder,  daugliter  of  John  Stodder  of 
Ilingliam.  His  house  was  one  of  the  thirty-two  buildings  burned  by 
the  Indians  in  1675 ;  twelve  persons  were  killed  and  three  mortally 
wounded.  On  September  18,  1675,  was  the  slaughter  of  "Moody 
Brook,"  in  Avhicli  Robert  Hiudsdale  and  his  three  sons,  were  killed. 
The  Indians  were  led  by  Monaco  of  the  King  IMiilip  tribe,  who  boasted 
that  he  had  burned  Lancaster,  Medtield  and  Groton,  but  he  Was  after- 
ward taken  prisoner  and  hanged  at  Boston,  September  26th.  The  prop- 
erty destroyed  was  valued  at  9,000£. 

Elea/.er,2  in  1676,  killed  four  wolves;  he  was  selectman  and  lield 
other  offices  ;  was  called  an  "  Innholder."  At  this  period  a  penalty  of 
2£  was  imposed  on  all  wlio  should  go  moi'e  than  a  mile  from  home 
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without  being  urnied. 

Gershom,2  liad  seven  eliildien.  Samuel,'^  j^on  of  G<'islioui,'^  settled 
in  Marlboro  but  afterward  removed  to  Slirewsl)ui-y.  His  son,  Ger- 
sliom,''  is  called  the  founder  of  Sliresw))iu  y  ;  licnjauiin,'*  settled  in  Men- 
don.  iSIehitable,-*  a  daughter  of  Samuel,'  married  Benoni  Pai  tridge, 
one  of  the  tirst  settlers  of  Medway. 

Eleazer,-  married  Elizabeth  Fuller  of  Ifehoboth,  who  died,  and  he 
afterwards  married  Mary  Chenery ;  he  was  a  surveyor  and  hunter. 
In  167G,  he  killed  four  wolves  and  ]-eeeived  40£  ;  he  removed  to  Men- 
don  and  lived  in  what  is  now  the  northeast  part  of  Uxbridgc.  He 
had  seven  children ;  the  second  child,  IJalph.''  settled  in  W  indham. 
Conn.,  and  was  the  fatlier  of  IJcv.  l%leazer^  ^^■heeloek,  1).  1).,  the  found- 
er and  lirst  president  of  Dartmouth  College. 

Ephraim,3  brother  of  IJalph,^  was  l)orn  in  1607  ;  was  deaeon  of  the 
church,  and  prominent  in  town  alYairs ;  in  1721,  he  married  Miriam 
Bullen,  who  died  in  1727  ;  his  second  wife  was  Priseilla  Plimpton, 
whom  he  married  in  1729  and  she  died  in  1740;  his  tldrd  wife  was 
Experience  Bullard,  who  died  in  1755  ;  his  fc)urth  wife  was  widow  of 
Samuel  Ellis  and  she  died  in  1752 ;  his  lifth  and  last  wife  was  l]liza- 
beth  Colburn  of  Dedham;  he  had  nine  children. 

In  1718,  the  selectmen  of  Medtield  pctitioneil  the  general  court  to 
grant  them  some  county  lands;  this  was  the  lii-st  movement  on  I'eeord 
tOAvard  the  settlement  of  Sturbridge,  or  ''New  Medtield,"  as  it  was 
then  called. 

Palpli,^  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  son  of  Ephrainv'^  and  Mir- 
iam (Bullen)  Wheelock,  and  was  born  July  16,  1726.  lie  served  in 
tlie  Kevolutionai-y  war,  under  Capt.  Abel  Mason  at  Prcn  idence,  R.  I., 
afterwards  at  Dorchester  Heights,  lie  served  in  1776  and  1777.  Sept. 
27,  1777,  he  marched  from  Stuibritlge  to  leinfoive  (Jen.  Gates. 
There  were  18  by  the  name  of  Wheelock  who  served  in  this  war. 
He  was  afterward  conunissioiied  captain  of  the  State  militia. 
Ralpli^  is  supposed  to  have  come  to  Sturbridge  about  1747,  when  he  was 
twenty-one  j-ears  old.  He  married,  in  1750,  Experience  Dennison, 
thQ  Jir St  white  child  horn  in  the  town  of  Sturl)ridge;  she  was  >)orn  in 
1732,  and  died  Oct.  21,  1765.  i;ali)h'  then  marri(Ml  Experience  Crary 
of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  who  was  l)orn  Dec.  27.  1740,  and  lived  to  be  93 
yeai-s  old.    Captain  Palitb^  Wheelock  lived  to  Ije  96  years  old. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  his  fifteen  children,  prepared  by  Sarah  H. 
Wheelock,  his  grand-daughter,  who  conunenced  it  Xov.  12,  1837  : 

Miriam^  Wheelock,  b.  Oct.  21,  1751 ;  d.  May  26,  1816,  aged  65  y. 

Dennison^  Wheelock,  b.  March  6,  1753;  d.  Dec.  8th,  1840,  agi^l  87y. 

Kebecah-'  ^Vheelock,  b.  June  6,  1756;  d.  Aug.  17,  1833,  aged  77y. 
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Kalph^  Who(^lo(  k,  I).  Sopr.  0,  1758;  d.  1817,  ao:od  80y. 

KxiR'iiciH'c''  U'hcclock,  h.  (Vt.  -Jl,  1700;  d.  An^^  10,  1838,  a;;('d  78y. 

I'liscilla-'  \Vli('<'I<)ck,  b.  .Iiiik"  I,  1701;  d.  .luiic  2tlth,  sanu'  year. 

Kl('a'/<'!-'  Whcclofk,  h.  Oct.  7,  1707;  d.  Au<;-.  0,  1811),  8-2y.  ' 

Kphiaiiii^  Whcclork,  h.  Marcli  l!>,  1770;  d.  Maivli  20th. 

Ephraini-'  Wliccloc-k,  I).  May  1,  1771  ;  d.  Jan.  .'JO,  18r)4,  a<,^«'d  82y. 

Jaiiios^  Wlieolock,  b.  .Jan.  0,  1773;  d.  1820,  a-vd  47y. 

Prisoilla^  Wheolock,  b.  Oct.  10,  1771;  d.  Dec.  25,  1707,  a<;od  2:Jy. 

.Mo.^'S''  Wheolot'k,  1».  May  0,  1770:  d.  .S('i)t.  10,  18;{:{,  aj^cd  57y. 

Calvin'  Whctdock,  b.  .June  10,  1778;  d.  Mar.  27,  1832,  a^^cd  53y. 

Ksthrr^  Whcclock,  b.  Mar.  11,  1780;  d.  .r.m.  20,  1802,  a^a'd  82y. 

laUlicr'  Whcclock,  b.  Sept.  10,  1782;  d.  Apr.  1810,  aj^vd  Oly. 

( "a[)tain  Kal})!!-'  \N'li<'(d(K'k  was  treasurer  ol'the  town  of  Sturbrid^c 
for  nearly  twentj'-tive  years  from  17(50,  and  was  also  select  man, 
assessor  and  constable  ;  he  was  chosen  a  conuuittee  to  purcliase  two 
and  a  hall' barrels  of  *:;un  powder  in  1771.  Jle  lived  on  the  faian, 
formerly  bel(>n«;in;;-  to  his  fat liei-in-la w,  .lames  Dennison,  and  now 
owned  by  Willai-d  Morse  of  Soulhbrid^c.  In  1803,  he  sold  20  acres  to 
Ijis  son  ( 'alvin,'^  on  the  top  of  the  hill;  lie  sold  100  acres  to  his  son 
James,''  which  extended  as  far  south  as  Abel  Mason's  land.  In  1800, 
lie  conveyed  a  portion  of  his  fai  in  to  liis  son  l^diraim,^  now  ow  ned  l)y 
(ieor^^'e  \\ .  Wells,  opjiosite  the  residciu-e  of  I'ranklin  .Jacobs,  in  South- 
bridt;'e.  In  1801,  he  conv<'y»'d  a  [xnlion  id'  his  fai"m  to  his  son  Moses, ^ 
formerly  owned  by  Vernon  Chambei-lain,  in  Sout  hbrid^e,  also ;  tlie 
same  yeai',  he  conveyed  a  jiortion  to  his  son  I'Jea/er,'^  toiineily  the 
.James  Mors(»  fai  ni.  Dennison,  '  had  what  is  known  as  the  Truman 
("hamberlain  farm.  Thus  he  j;ave  his  s(»ns  homes  and  saw  them 
settled  around  him  Ixd'ore  h<'  died.  Miriam,''  mairied  .Joshua  Diesser, 
Nov.  10,  1773. 

Dennison,^  married  .Jemima  Davis,  .July  7,  1781,  and  had  the  follow- 
in";  children : 

Sally,''  1).  May  17,  1785. 

Davis,''  b.  Dec.  28,  1780;  m.  the  Widow  liracket  of  Union  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lucinda  Stone,  aunt  lo  the  widow  of  Dr.  ,Jo.m  Mc- 
(ire^orj-,  S(tut hbrid^c. 

Dolly,':  b.  Au^^  4,  1780. 

Polly,':  b.  Dec.  23,  1702  ;  married  .Tacob  Oakes,  Auf^.  l-I,  1810. 
i^alph''  .Tr.,  ]»orn  1758,  married  Abigail  Blashlield,  July  7,  1884. 
Tlieir  children  : 

lietsey,';  b.  Nov.  24,  1784. 

Gorshom,'5  b.  Se])t.  23,  1780. 

Chester,"  b.  .Ian.  20.  1787. 
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Klca/cr^  inan'K'd         '20,  17!»t,  Molly  lifii^^oii. 
'JMK'ir  chihlrcii  : 

Kvcrct,'!  h.  All*;-.  IS,  17i)l. 
l^Ix'iic/cr,''  I). 

'I'licodosia,''  b.  A})ril  1),  17!m;. 
Adolpluis."  1).  May  1  I.  17'.tS. 
Mary,':  aiul  .loseph.'' 1».  N(.v.  ir.,  ISOU. 
Ki)riraiih,''  nianicd  Matilda  ri>liain,  Oct.  (1.  17'.tO. 
'J'lu'ir  t'liildivii : 

jM)i-dk-(',*=  1).  .June  IS.  171)7. 
Tristram,*:  1».  Feb.  f),  ISOO. 
Kmcliiir,''  b.  Oct.  II,  lSO-2. 
Dwi^ht,"  b.  S('i)t.  If),  ISOf). 
Matilda,''  b.  Oct.  0,  ISOS. 
F(U-dicc''  married  Martlia  A.   liai'iu's,  and  had  I'oui'  children,  vi/ : 
( "liarlcs,  deceased  ;  ]^'Ii/.a,  Abbic  and  I"'rank.    'i'ristram''  maiaied  Mary 
Conation  and  had  one  idiild,  Mai'y,  widow  (d'  llu-  late  Zenas  A.  Marc}'. 
Enndine''  married  lOlias  li.  Paine  <d  lioston  and  liad  six  children,  ol' 
whom  only  one  is  now  livin<i'.    Dwi^j^ht '■  man  ied  l^liza  'I'hompson  and 
also  lu'r  sister  Susan  'l'homj>son  and  lor  his  third  wife,  Abbie  K. 
lUickin*j:,ham.    lie  had  no  cliildren.    Matilda'-  mai  i  ied  Willard  Hurn- 
ham  ol'  ( '!ev<dand,  O. ;  they  had  six  children,  I'oni'  of  whojn  are  livin;;. 

("alvin''  W'heelock  (b.  177S)  married  Abigail  Hooker  and  had  one 
son,  ( 'ah  in,'' .1  r.,  who  died  in  ilardwii-k,  leaving' t\\  (t  cliildren,  All»erl'' 
and  Martha.''  now  deceased. 

Moses'  (b.  1770)  married  Tolly  Hooker;  they  had  two  ehildr<'n,  vi/. : 
\Valstein,':  b.  Xov.  1),  1S12,  d.  Scj.t.  12.  1S71  ;  and  Sarali'^  b.  July 
ISM,  who  died  Maifh  2:{.  1S')7.    Sarah'^  m.  Isaac  (Maik  in  No\ is  12. 
Their  children  : 

.John  C,  d.  Sept.  7,  1S<)2,  a^ed  41)y. 
J.  Henry,  author  of  this  sketch. 

Sarah  K.,  m.  l)ani<'l  \'.  Eddy,  Oct.  11,  1S7:1  and  d.  Nov.  5,  lS7i;, 
a^cd  27. 

There  ajjpeais  to  be  no  iccord  of  the  m;irria^'es  of  the  other  iX 
children  of  ("apt.  Ilalpli'  Wheelock  who  Ix'came  adults.  dames'' 
(b.  177.'{)  met  M'ith  an  ac'cident  on  dune  10,  17111;  while  shooting;  a 
liawk  hi.s  oiin  burst,  and  tor<'  oil"  part  ot  his  hand:  he  elected  a  ^toiu- 
on  the  spot  where  he  stood  and  this  memorial  stands  on  land  o\\  ned 
by  (leor^'e  \\ .  Wells;  Jauies'- died  in  South  America. 

It  appeai-s  that  Calvin'  did  not  have  the  ambition  (d  some  of  his 
brothers  !<►  acquire  i»roi>erty,  but  lie  was  a  learless  man.  One  ni^ht, 
the  occupant  of  ihe  house  on  what  h;i>  been  called  the  .lames  .Morse 
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placo,  at  tlio  fol  k  of  tlio  in:»»l=;,  oil  o'omiiio-  homo  in  tho  ovoiiinrr,  saw 
a  f:;liost  in  the  road  oj>i>osit('  fli'*  swine  pen,  on  the  oitposite  side  of  the 
road,  west,  of  the  lionsp.  He  did  not  dare  to  >>o  near  it,  ))nt  ran  to 
Calvin's  lioiiso  on  the  toj)  of  llic  hill,  and  srcnivd  his  aid,  Calvin  ran 
aft<M- tho  ai)i)aririon,  and  followed  it  to  the  woods,  heyond  tho  school 
house,  and  warn(>d  it  not  to  he  se<Mi  in  those  i)arts  aji^ain. 

Cai)t.  nal[)h,*  and  his  son  1  )ennison,'''  served  in  the  JJovoliitionary 
war.  lie,  witli  lifty  others,  sold  a  tiaet  of  land  to  the  liaptist  ehnreli 
for  1()£.  Me  and  his  sons  were  petitioners  for  seltin*;-  oll  tlie  town  of 
Sonthhrid^-e  from  ISt urhridge,  wliieh  lattei-  town  then  contained  20,01^2 
acres,  and  eNtended  from  Oxford  to  lirindield,  and  from  the  state  line  to 
]{rooklield.  Ca])tain  Kal{)h,*  and  liis  th!(M»  sons,  '^Knsi<(n"  Deniiison,* 
Klea/er,'^  and  Jlphraim,'  were  amon^  the  proj)rietor.s  of  the  Conj^re^a- 
tional  chnrch  in  Stm  l>rid»;e,  v.  hose  church  hiiildint;  was  ''raised" 
July  -Itli,  171)7,  and  completed  in  ISOO.  In  171>S,  Capt.  Kalph^  was  the 
liflh  lar^-est  \v:\\  estate  owner  in  Slmhrid^e,  liavin^-  250  acres,  valued 
at  .1113121.00;  Dennison-  had  130  acres  valueil  at  sl^inOi") ;  IClea/er^  had 
r>0  acres  valued  at  .'iiiS(;7.00 ;  and  Kphraiiir'     acres  valued  at  $11). 00. 

'I'hree  hrothers,  Paul,  Jonathan  and  l)avid  \\  heelock,  sons  of  Benja- 
min, Jr.,  came  from  .Mendon  and  settled  in  Charlton.  l*aul  liad 
twelve  childi'cn,  many  of  which  with  their  descendants,  settled  in  New 
^'orlv.  Jlis  daii;;hter  Ahi^ail  mairied  Asa  J)i'ess(M";  they  were  the 
«;rand]»a rents  oi  tli<'  late  Sylvester  Dressei-  of  JSout hl)rid;;e.  K.  A. 
W heelock,  treasurer  of  tlie  l*ut nam  Woolen  Co.,  riitnam.  Conn.,  is  a 
descendant  from  Silas  W  lieelock,  another  son  of  lienjamiii,  J|-. 

David  hail  se\<'ii  children,  the  descendants  of  whom  settled  in  V(>r- 
monl.  Jonathan  had  three  cliildreii.  ])avid  married  Ann  ^\'hite  for 
his  tirst  wife,  ami  the  widow  Jones  for  his  second  wife.,  tlie  issue  of 
the  last  marria«i,e  1)eiiio-  Aaron,  .\))i)ah  and  (,iide(»n.  Aaron  inanied 
Until  'Powne  and  had  ei;^]it  children,  among-  wlu>m  was  >\  iHiam  A., 
father  of  \>'iHiani  K.  \Vheelock  of  t^>uine](aug-,  Ct.  rarmelia,  wife  of 
Dr.  Kphraim^Nl.  Lyon,  formerly  of  Sturhridj^-e,  was  the  daughter  of 
Aar(»n  \Vlieelock,  and  granddaughter  of  the  aforesaid  Jonathan. 

The  \\  heeli>ck  family,  descendants  from  a  common  ancestor,  lua/  he 
found  from  iMaiiu' to  ( 'alifoi-nia,  and  from  Dakota  to  Texas,  among 
whom  may  he  mentioned,  Benjamin  Ide  W  heeler,  pi'csidcnt  of  Califor- 
nia Tniversity  ;  Senator  Edward  ().  Walcolt  of  (  oloiado:  the  Wheel- 
(H'k  manufacturers  of  I'xhridgo  and  Putnam,  Conn;  and  the  late  ,h'- 
rome  Wheelock  of  Worcester,  a  millionaiie,  who  lias  left  a  fund  in 
tru-t  to  erect  statues  of  himself  in  dillerent  tow^ns. 

TJie  towns  of  Wheelock  in  \'«>i-mont  and  Nebraska  were  named  for 
some  of  l*uiitau  Kaljjh's  descendairts. 
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Tlici'*'  ;i|)]i<';ir  niiioiii;'  the  St  uibridu'c  records,  iri;ii:,i's  niiil  ii;iiii<'s 
«»!  ilic  I'ollowiii^-  \\'lH'cl(tcks.  w  hose  ;inc('-t  1  y  :iii<l  tl<'-cciMl;nil  <  ;iri'  y<i 
1(»  !)('  nsccrtaiiH'd  : 

Djiiiic!  ;iiid  H;iini;di  \\  lic(d(>c'lc. 

'I'lioinas  and  I l.Miiiinli  \\  li('<dock. 

Iliraiu  and  Kaiiii>  ^^  licclocl^. 

l-'raiu-is  and  Xancy  N\  licdock,  and  I.ucinda  \\  licdock.  wile  i>[  Xa- 
llian  lltiwaid. 


11)04-1005. 


October  31,  1904. 

p.rs[\Kss. 

PArKII  — llliistr;it<'(Mj'c-rmv  on  IliiTpt. 

.  \\  .  V.  Chant 

November  25,  1904. 

lil'siXKss. 

I'ArKli — .Military,  Army  KxpciiouMv-;. 

lli:v.  A.  r».  Kiim.k; 

December  27,  1904. 

lU'SlNKSS. 

rAI*KI{ — liiipiossioiis  ot  Torto  ITuo. 

y\ \.  i:.  i*r iM  v 

January  30,  1905. 

ursiNKss. 

I'AI'KJI— 'I'hc  lluiiiu'iiots  in  OxTord. 

J.       F.  \Vm:i;i.(.cK 

Pebruarv  27,  1905. 

SFNESS. 

I'ATKIJ — rurit.'in  I,:i\v>  .iiid  L.-iwycis. 

II.  \\.  .M«>MA(;i  i: 
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Officers  and  Committees  for  1904-1^. 


BOARD  OF  Directors. 

I'lri'M  I)|;n  i' — Inlm  M  .  (  (..•lnMn.  Sun  hlu  iduc 

l''ii.'>i'  \'h  i:  ri:i:si i>;:n  r— A.  1'..  ( 'li:milMM  l;iiiK  Si  urlu-id-c 

Si.coM)  \H  \]  !*i;i;>i  i>i:n  r  —  I.  i'jlwnid  < 'Iriiii-ncc.  Si.ui  liliriili^v. 

Cl.KK'K  —  All:m  II.  I'';ix«)ii.  S.MilliWiid-r. 

'ri;i;A>r       — Al\  ;t  I..  Hyde  Soul  hhrid^c 

M  KMi'.Ki;-  AT  I.AiKii: -.Mi'<.  Ilriii-y  A.  Mor^r.  Mi^^  Mm  y  il.  (  Icmni 
S(.ui  hhi'iduv.  .lohii  ( in-o'suii  (d'   1- i-kd;d.'.  ( 'li.-irlo   \' .  (  uivy  and   Mi-.  ' 
( 'll;iinl)rrl;iiii  (d'  Slurliridi^c.  ;ilid  S;iiim(d  .N| .  < 'oii;ilit  ( d'  1 ';i  \\  1 1  ir  K(  ■! .  |;.  |. 

( '( »i.M;i>r<>M»i\(;  Si;( ia  i;v  —  A  Ihiii  II.  l'\-i\uii.  Smii  Idiriduv. 

lli;('<  »i;iti\(.  Si;(i;i. !  A       am>  Lir.iiA  i:ia\  — Mi>-    i:iiiiii;i     1..  I>r( 
S(»ut  Idiridii'c. 

STANDING  Committee  on  Nominations. 

l''<>r  one  yc;ir.  ,1.  (     |  \  W  1 1, 'id (•<•!..  Soul  hhi  iduc  (  Imii  num. 
i'di- t  w  i»  yc;ir<.  .lolin  K.  I^li^■(■.  Soiii  Idu  iduc 
|'(tr  I  lircc  years.  Mi-.  ( '.  \  .  (Orcy.  Sin  rl  »iidi:c. 

COMMITTEES. 

(krsiMiMicr  S(mthl;ri<!'.;t.-  iiiiUss  otherwise  dcsi  Lrnat.-d.'> 

General  History  and  Arch/eology. 

v.  I-:.  ('<nl)iii.  rli.dnnaii  :  Mi--.ln!i.i  1 1 \(lc  (  St  nrlirid-c  ).  11.  S.  (  h.-. 
Miss  M.ary  ('.  riiiiipl(»n.  Mr-.  \.  I-;.  rntn<'y. 

Local  history,  biography  and  Genealogy. 

L.  I!,  A  iiiniidow  II.  rhaii-man  :  Mr-.  II.  M.  I.(Kd^i'  ^  St  url>iidi:i' (ic(». 
Chciicy.  Mi.-s  M;iry  L.  .Mnriil.  Mr^.  II. dm  M.  Ihirlwcdl. 


! 


March  27,  1905. 

r.rsixKss. 

l'i;i:i>  W.  ll<  >wi.i:v 

April  24,  1 905-AnnimS  Meeting. 

lU'SIXKSS. 

i*Ari'^l!*— liydc  IJox-Sliopniul  N'iliiiiiy. 

IIa\1;N    I).  P.lIACKKTl 

I.IT(  IIFIKLI)  Slll  'l  TLK  CO.* 

W.  .1.  I.ricnn 


"These  papers  are  in  tlie  series  on  tlie  "Development  of  tlie  (Juiiuibaiij?- 
River"  ami  hit  tu  be  fulloweil  b  y  ollieis  as  arranged  by  tlie  Cuinnii  tiee  on  Local 
Hiiitory. 


Music'.'il  :ni<l  I,il(M  :ii  y  iiimihcrs  will  he  rm  iii-lird  lor  the  rt'oul.-ir  incri- 
iiiii's  1>\'  rlic  (  oiuinitltM'  oil  I .ircnit inc.  rocity  ;iii(l  Ait.  I'lOiiraiii  '  to  \)0  aii- 
noitiUM'd. 
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Quinabaug  Historical   Society  Leaflets. 


-Tlic  llistoricnl  Society  is  imhlisliiiin- the  "(^Uiinahim^-  I listoi-icMl  Society 
LcMllets."'  It  is  the  intention  ot  the  Directors  to  print  in  tliis  unilorni  series 
(MS  rapidly  as  tlie  condition  of  tlie  treasnry  will  permit)  |)apers  read  before 
tiie  Society  and  i-ecoi'ds  of  historic  interest  peitainiiiLi'  to  oni'  nei«ihl)orhood. 

Tliesc  leatlets  A\ill  he  sold  at  10  cents  a  coi»y,  and  may  he  obtained  at 
the  .Iuhnson-( 'oll>ni-n  ( "o.  store,  Southhrid^e,  and  at  A.  U.  <  "handx'i-lain's, 
St urbiidji-e.  or  Ity  mail.  j)osi-paid,  <tn  receii)t  of  price,  by  addi'cssin*;-  the 
cleil;.  So\ithbrid<i('. 

'Twenty-tive  leatlets  will  constitnte  a  volume.  Tlie  society  will  ari'an<ie 
for  the  Itimlinj^- of  these  leath'ts  in  substantial  form  at  a  low  price.  The 
editions  are  limited  and  will  not  he  rei)rinted.  Every  one  is  advised  to  buy 
all  th«'  leatlets  as  they  ai)pear,  that  their  volumes  may  l)e  complete. 

'i'he  following-  is  tlie  list  of  the  leatlets  already  printed.  In  orderiiij;;; 
])lease  stat<'  the  number  anil  title.    More  are  to  follow. 

No.  1.    South bridiiv  as  a  Toil  Parish,  ]»y  W.  J.  IJtchtiidd. 

Nos.  "2,  1.  'IMie  Southbrid>:e  (d'  our  ancestors,  its  homes  and  its 
re(i|tles.  by  iaicius  K.  Anunidown. 

No.  .").    (  )ld  Houses  in  SturbridiiC  by  ("hai'les  V.  Corey. 

No.  <!.    lOai'ly  Indian  Trails  rhroui!,h  Tantiuscjue,  by  Levi  B.  Chase. 

No.  7.  lnter])retation  of  N\'oodwaici"s  and  Sallery's  maj)  of  1G42,  or 
the  Earliest  Uay  I'ath    (with  corrections  and  additions),  by  Levi  li.  ( 'hase. 

No.  S.    The  settlement  of  l)»idl«'y,  by  Sanuiel  Morris  Conant. 

Ntt.  1>.    'I'he  liuiians  of  this  Locality,  by  AL's.  (jcoi-oe  K.  l)i-essei'. 

No.  10.    Southbrid^i,*'  in  tlie  Civil  War,  by  (ieor^J-e  W.  Corey. 

No.  11.    The  Marcy  l''amily.  t)y  Mrs.  Calvin  D.  Pai^e. 

No.  12.  (Two  papers),  .lo^ei)h  Smith,  by  Charles  AN',  Weld,  and  Ja'^ies 
Deneson,  l)y  Levi  H.  Chase. 

No.  1:L  ••The  Tale  of  'i'antius(pH's,"  a  Sketch  of  Sturbiido(.  l.ead 
Mine,  by  (;<'oi-;j,-e  II.  Ilaynes. 

No.  14  Col.  Lbene/er  Crafts — His  ancestry  and  Some  of  llis  Dcceml- 
ants,  by  .L  M.  Cochran,  Ls(|. 

.No.  If),  (  apt.  Ralph  VVheelock  of  Sturbrid^e — llis  Ancestry  and 
Souie  ot  his  Descendants,  by  Henry  .1.  Claike,  Ks(i. 

No.  10.    Chai-lton  in  th<'  Civil  War.  by  Ca].t.  NMIIiam  11.  Kin<i-. 


Military  history. 

W .  ( 'orcy.  cliairin.-iii :  ( '.         New     1 1.   A.        (  li;iiiil>crl,iiii.  (>iiii- 
liriduc).   \.  1''-.  I'litlK'V.  l'|-;ilik  S.  ( 

LITERATURE,  POETRY  AND  ART. 

li.  II.  IJrcclici-.  iliJiil'lllMlU  .l;lini'~(».  Siiiidds.  M!-,  II.  X .  (  ;i  i|  in  il  cr.  .) . 
C.  1\  W  hccl.H'l;,  Mi<.  l-\  II.  Olin. 

LIBRARY  COLLECTIONS. 

Miss  1:11:1  K.  Micr^cli,  c-li:iinn;iii  :  M i<<  M.iy  L.  Slc).l.iii>^.  Mis.  .\.  I.. 
i;;ilc-s  (.Simhiid-c).  II.  T.  Ilyi'.c.  Alex.  I'.  T.-iylor. 

MUSEUM  COLLECTIONS. 
M  !•<.  ( ItM).  K.  I  )i'»'ss('i\  cliainn:!!! ;   Mrs.  I".  M.   M.iiblc.   VJ.m  S.  Steven- 
(  (^lililiel  JIUU.  <  t  .  ),  Mrs.  S.  M  .  < '(ill.lllt.  (I)U(ll('y).  Mi>s  I'li  >i-eiiee        (  li.-ipill. 

MEMBERSHIP,  RESOLUTIONS  AN  D  NECROLOGY. 

( ; .  M  .  ( 'iH'iiey.  rli:iiriii:iii :  llelKird  ;  Si  iirhriduc  ).         .   Merrill  ('. 

\\:ii-d. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

W  .  ,1.  Liti'idield.  cliidriu;!!! :  (  \  .  <  orey  {  S|  iirhriduc ).  Miss  I'llleji  I,. 
M<»(»rc. 

AUDITING. 

S.  i ).  Tci  ry.  cli.-d nii;iii ;  1 1 .  I ).  I  l:i\  iie<  1  Si  iirhriduc  ).  ( '.  I  low.-nd  I'ldnunu!-. 

Marking  HISTORICAL  SITES. 

('.  |).  ^;li^■(■.  elmillll;!!!  :  L('\i  !>.  <'li;i-e  (  St  lirl»l'idi;-e).  (  ieo.  K.  I  )n'sser. 

New  Members. 

W.  ,1.  I.ilcldicld  :md  Mr>.  Snmiiel  W  illi;iins  lor  Soul Idiriduc  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S.   M.  lor  I  )udley  :  M .  I ).  \\ Oodluiry  and   1-'.         |)resser  loi' 

(liarltoii. 

aOUTHBHlDGC    MtRALO  HHINT 


Read  bp:fore  the  Historical  Society,  jA>i-  25,  1904. 


Ill  ISCI,  ( '!i;irll(tii  t\S(»  liuudrcd  iiiul  s('v<-iity  mt'ii  to  piT- 

rurin  iiiilit;iiy  <liily.  witli  a  |K»iMi!ai  ion  of  •J07().  Al  the  (•oinmriicc- 
iiiciit  of  llic  war,   in  Ajiiil  is(il,  ('liarlloii  had  lor  sclcci  im-ii  : 

\l.  W.  l)o(l,i;c,  Sr.,  Alnioii  Sain.^oii  and  ilirain  W  illis.  A.  E.  l  iAa-  was 
t  own  rlt'rk  dnriiii;- all  I  he  yars  ol'  llic  war.  (liarltoirs  Naln.alion  in 
1S(;()  was  ."^872,  l,')  !. 

'riic  stdcctnicn  in  iSCrJ  wcic :  ,1.  li.  !!allia\\ay,  l'aa-ln>  ^^  in-low 
and  A.  Fislv'-.  In  ISiV.i:  ,1.  ii.  iialliaway,  \l.  V>.  Dod-v  .-md  (.illMnt 
In  ISlil:  ,),  II.  ll.ithawa).  A.  I!.  Marl.ic  and  Andrn-  .Marrli. 
Ill  iSCa:  ,1.  II.  Ilalhaway,  A.       V\<ki-  and  L'.-nlicii  irud!. 

A  special  town  inert  in^;'  was  called  Ma}'  Dili,  ISCI,  to  act  on  the  I'ol- 
lowiiiij,-  articles  :  h<t ,  To  elioo.-e  a  moderator  ;  •2nd.  'To  (dio(»sc  all  lu'ces- 
sary  oil  ice  rs  for  t  he  en^ninu  year  :  i'l  d.  To  -ee  i  ['  t  hi-  t  (»\\  11  will  a]  'i>roiMi- 
ate  a  snin  td'  money  t(.  jiay  -neh  p.T-on-  heli ii.i:inu'  to  -aid  t^^w  11  a-  -hall 
V(»liniieer  to  pertorm  military  dnly.  and  hold  iheni-ehc-  in  readine-- 
to  re-pond  to  ihe  i-;dl  of  the  u<i\-eriior  of  the  (  oim noi nx'ca li li  (»r  the 
l)resident  (d'  the  I'niled  St.ale-',  liene\-er  theii' sci'N  ices  are  recjnired; 
lor  th''  lime  spent  liy  them  in  drill  and  exeiH-i-es.  to  lM■o^■ide  the  neces- 
sary arms,  e(|nipinent clolhiiiu'  and  oiitUt  not  fnrni-hed  liy  the 
state  ;  and,  if  called  into  ser\  ii'c,  to  make  sncli  addition  !o  tin  'r  pay  as 
t  he  town  siial  I  think  proper. 

On  the  above  article,  the  town  Noted  to  i-:d-(>  the  snm  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  to  he  expended  l>y  the  miiilaiy  cominiilee,  which 
was  (diosen  nnder  art  i(de  I.  'I'hat  commit  t  ee  con  d-t  ed  of  ihe  follow- 
in;^':  1:.  I>od^■e,  l-:rastns  Wiir^low,  Dexter  IJlood,  ,Iiu>-'ofi  -.[ryniire 
and  I'd  anklin  M  .  I'  arnham. 

The  rei-ords  from  this  dale  (May  '.1.  1S(;P  to  lidy  2^^.  ts''2.  ;'re 
enlindy  d(  \  old  of  any  inl  oini::!  ion  rc-ardii:u  ihe  ncdi.-'ry  -nnat"on. 
On  July  2S,  lS(;2.  a  sjx'cial  town  nieciiin;-  was  called  to  see  \shat 


;H'ti(tii  (he  town  \N(iul(i  tnlvc  i'cl;ili\c  lo  ruiiii^liiiii;-  it  s  (|not;i  o!  \t)l- 
uniccrs  im(!<'r  tlic  pi-c-idciit"^  cnll  lor  ."{Oil. ()()()  iin-ii  t'oi-  tliii'c  yc;ii-.. 
niidtlic  lollowin;;' ;u'li(»ii  n\  ;is  1  .il.cii  :  I  >r.  (  li.'irlc-  M.  I';iy  w.i-  clic-cii 
liHMl('i-;it  (»]•.     ( iciK'i'ai  S;il(Mii  'I'ow  lie  t  he  lolluw  inii'  iiiotiini:  "'In 

view  of  tlic  loyal  :iiul  ri.itii-  sriiliiiii'iit.--  rxprc-siMl  !iy  a  Nci-y  lai-u<' 
:!iul  ciitlitisiasi  ic  iiicctiii^-  of  llii'  ciii/ciis  of  (  liailioii  callcil  lof  that 
j)UriH)S('  o]i  tlic  TJtli  Inst.,  wiicii  it  wa-;  Nutt'il  iniaiiiiiioii-ly  that  a 
bounty  oT  .s  |  K)  hr  olliTcd  hy  t  he  1  own  to  carh  ndIuiiIcci-  who  -hoiild 
cidNt  and  lliat  the  >('l('ctuicn  Ix'  rtMju-'-i cd  to  call  a  icu'ai  tow  n  nii'i  liiiu' 
Joiliiu  ith,  to  act  upon  tlic  su!iJ<tI  ;  1  t  hn  (d'oic  nio\i'  that  the  town 
pay  to  oacli  Volunteer  or  lii-^  oi'dcr  the  sum  of  one  hnndi'cd  and  l<  n 
dollars  when  lie  sliall  have  Ixcn  nur-lered  into  the  ser\iee  of  the 
I  nited  States  and  lliat  the  sum  id'  three  ih(iusand  dollai's  he  a|  pio- 
priated  to  the  fiuaii-hinu'  of  such  aid  to  \'o!uuteer<."*  'rhi<  motion  \\as 
adoj)t(Hl. 

It  ^vas  tlien  voted  that  the  eidi-tment  roll  he  now  ])re<enied  for 
volunteers  wlio  wi.-hed  lo  sii^ii.  Also  cotcd  iliat  all  who  vohiiueered 
from  the  town  should  ha\-e  the  same  hounly  whether  I'e.-ideiits  or  non- 
residents. Also  voted  that  a  eommitiee  of  three  i)e  ehosen  to  aid  the 
S(deetmen  in  ohtainini;-  I'eeruits.  The  followini;-  peisons  were  i  ho-i-n 
to  constitute  that  committee  :  W.  \\.  Dodi^c,  !,e\i  Hanniiond  arid  di.na- 
liemis.  Itwas  then  \<ited  to  adjourn  to  Aui;U^t  2,  iSCrJ,  ai  7  o'clock 
}).  m.,  '^at  A\liicli  meet  inii,'  I  he  ladi<'s  a  re  in  \  ii  ed  to  he  pre-:ent 

At  tlie  adjourned  meelini;-  the  i ol lo\\i iiu'  lar-ine--  wa-  tran-acled: 

]'o/r'(t',  lo  i»ay  llie  sum  <d  S1.")0  l(»  all  w  ho  shou'd  eidi-l  in  the  I'niicd 
Slates  sei'vicc,  and  llial  those  who  ha\-e  enlisted  pre\iou-ly  >hall  lia\<' 
the  sum  of  forty  dollars  additional  lM»imly.  ^o  that  all  who  eidi-1 
shall  receive  the  same  amount  of  hounly  IVomi  the  town.  Vntcd,  to 
approi)rialc  the  sum  (d'  lifleen  hundred  dollais  in  addition  lo  what 
has  alroad}'  heen  ajipi^opi'lal eil  to  pay  Iho-e  \\ho  enli-t  in  the  ser\ice. 

Voted  to  adjourn  to  Aui;u-t  "tli,  at  7  o'cloi-k  p.  m.,  at  \N  hich  meeiin^' 
speeclies  were  mad<'  hy  tlie  liev.  .Malliew  i*ai-khnrst  and  Lieut.  Smiih. 
after  \vliicli  the  meeting'  ^vas  adjom-ned  to  August  1  !th,  IsCrJ,  at 
5  o'clock  p.  m. 

Aui^'ust  1  nil,  IStl-i,  tlie  people  as<end»led  accoi'diuL!,-  to  adjourinneiU  . 
Votcd^  tliat  the  S(dectmen  he  aulh(U-i/ed  to  i-ecei\e  tlie  liauie^  (d'  such 
as  will  aii'i-ee  to  \-o!un!eer  to  serxc  !or  nine  nionih-.  on  condiiion  that 
tlit>  t()\vi«  \ot"  at  this  Hieetini!,'  to  i)ay  a  bounty  ot  .';j;10d. 

A  -s]/ecial  town  n;eeiin^-  was  called  loi'  Auuii-^!  2!)lh.  to  -ee  what 
action  Ih"  \\  ill  \)\]..-  relative  lo  the  rail  oi'  ihi'  pr-'  ddeiU  foi-  ihree 

hui'dred  thou-and  aduiiioual  voluiileers  lo  he  innsiedial el;»  called  imo 
the  ser\  ice  (d'  I  lie  Tnited  Stales  foi'  nine  monili-  unless  sooner  dis- 
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rli;iru'''tl ;  ;il^<>  to  >^<'<'  ^^■li:lt  sum  of  luoncv'  llic  town  an  ill  iipiiropi'iatt'  1o 
|);iy  \dluiH''ci-<  inidcr  said  (.-all.  ll  w  as  ciital  that  cacli  \  oluiil ''''r 
midiT  I  lie  rail  he  |iaid  t  he  (d'  .sjOO  w  lini  imi-lcicd  iiilo  llic  mt- 

\i(M'  of  tlic  I'liilial  Sialo.  ll  wa-^  tlu  ii  vattd  lliat  tlic  lii-t  Iiv<'  \\lio 
>!iall  ciili-t  coiistilutc  a  foiiimil  i  ci'  to  a--i-l  the  -clccl  iiKii  in  pri  KMiiiiii;- 
voluiUccrs.  'I'iic  lollow  iiiL;-  \scr(M  lie  lir-l  tixclo  ddi-t  and  fon-tiiulc 
Ihat  r(-niniitt<'t' :  K'nlu-^  Mollil,  Ilciiiy  (i.  L:iinl»,  Sah-ni  A.  Spui  r. 
I)anirl  S.  lioliliins  and  dolm  A.  Ward.  Vuted^  to  aitpropriatc  loiii' 
t]ion>aiid  dollars  t  o  pay  honnt  ics  w  it  1:.  'I'lir  nicciino-  llicn  adjonnuMl 
to  Aui;u>t  liiJrd,  lS(i-J.  at  (i  o\'loc].  p.  ni. 

At  adjounii'd  nicctinu'.  Auuust  ■J.'ird.  \\.  \\.  I  )odi;i',  1|(W'.  Jolin  IhiNcn. 
(Ico.  H. 'I  att  and  Dr.  (  lias.  M.  l\iy  wen-  rhox-n  a  comniit ico  to 
sccarc  Nolunlccrs  and  Nvcrc  to  be   jjaid  S2   tor  <'aidi   one  otttaini'tl. 
'I'liis  nu'ciinu-  was  adjourned  to  Aui;ii^t  2r)tli  and  addicsscs  w'uc  made 
by  floliii  llaNcn.  I>N'\'.  Luritr^  ll(»hn(  s  and  Dr.  (  has.  M.  I'ay.  and 

tlifii  adjoui-nt'd  lor  one  day  to  August  'Jdllu  at  wirudi  tiuic  more 
spoakiiiL;'  was  listened  to  troni  the  eleruynien  and  others  ot  tlie  town. 
'I'lie  meet  ini;A\  as  then  adjourned  to  Aul;,u-I  .'!(». 

On  Au-u  M  ;!()tli.  an  addre>>  wa-  deli\civd  iiy  lion.  W.  \\  .  IMee  on 
tlie  K'elxdrK.n."  Kemai-ks  were  al-o  made  by  Dr.  Cli.arles.  M .  I'"a\ 
and  i;ev.  Win.  \\.  Olds.  At  the  clo^e  (d  tbi^  meetinu'.  seMU'al  men 
siL^'lied  the  eidistment  loll.  SeNCral  more  adjouiaied  meeting-  \\v\r 
lield  with  addresses  by  loi-al  talent,  biU  not  much  bu-;iness  wa-  trans- 
aeted  r(dati\t'  to  war  mat t er- ,  unl  II  Auunst  ]-J,  lj-;(ir»,  wlieu  a  -peeial 
town  meelini;'  was  ealletl  "lo  see  it  the  town  will  raise  by  taxation  or 
otliei'wi.-e  sueli  sums  (d"  money  as  may  be  ncn-essary  to  retund  any 
money  tliat  has  l)een  eont  ribut  ed  by  iiidi\  idual>  in  aid  (»t  ami  toi-  t  he 
purpose  ol'  li i lin^•  t  he  town's  (|uota  under  an}'  oj-der  or  ea 1 1  td'  lb'-  war 
department  durinu' t  he  year  iSC  I .'" 

Aelion  was  also  taken  at  other  meetin^<  in  regard  t  o  reimi  mi-im;- 
those  wlio  had  paid  nione}-  t(»ward>  proeurinii'  men  to  till  the  town's 
({uota  ;  ))u!  no  dcdinite  aetion  wa-  taken  until  l''ebruar_\'  'iltli.  iSIUi, 
when  .sr)|()0  was  appi-opriate(l  toi'  thi<  pui'pose. 

(  hai'lton  turjiished  "Ji;}  men  lor  tlie  war,  whieli  wa^  IS  more  than 
re(|uii-e(l  to  iiir  the  (juota.  The  t<»lal  amount  td  mou^'y  e\p,  udeil 
(bn-inn' t  lie  w  ar,  exclu--i\'e  ot  state  aid.  \\a>  ;s2J.(K)(),  to  w  hieh  ,-houid 
be  added  ^j;,")  100  wliieh  was  paid  to  indisiduals  wln>  liad  in  any  way 
«;'i\-eit  money  towai-<ls  i;-etlini;'  men  to  lill  the  town's  quota.  The  total 
amount  {'xpended  by  the  town  dui-inu'  the  war  tor  aid  to  soldiers' 
hiiiulies  and  repaid  l>y  the  stale  was  si  1.7  l(i.  <  >l  llie  21:;  nH'U  turni-h- 
ed,  in  died  in  t  he  s<'i-\  iee,  making' a  lo-^s  ot  a  little  more  than  (Uie  in 
scNcn. 
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shot,  slicll  (lisciisc  wcic  t  hiimiiiL;- (Mil  r.iiik-  :il  thct'nuil, 
nnd  our  iiicii  ;it  home  were  st  niLiiiliiii:,'  lo  K(m'|»  ilic-c  \;ic;i  iicic-  lilh  d 
w  it h  new  iiicu,  tlic  women  ol'  <  'h;ii  ltoii  were  iiiccs^.iut  ly  worlJiiL^  lo 
iii;ik(',  collect,  ho\  ;iiid  ship  to  llic  tVoiit  such  iiccc,~-;ii-\  ;irtic!<v-  niid 
(Iclit'ncics  ;is  \\(Mihl  he  ol'  service  lo  our  >ick  ;iih1  woiilided  soldiers. 

I  aclaiow  led^^e  re  rei-eiice  1  o  Sclioule  r"--  "  •  .M  ;i ;udi  il-el  t ill  the  ('i\il 
^V:ir.- 

I  ;il»l)eil(l  herewitll  ;i  list  of  the  ll.illie-  (d  those  who  died  in  the 
servi(.'e,  which  li.-t  \V;i>  [trepiired  hy  M.  D.  \\ Oodhiiry  of  (  'h;irlloii  and 
iii^crihcd  oil  our  soldiers'  inonunieiit  which  \\a>  presented  to  the  to\\n 
hy  Will.  II.  Dexter  of  Worcester,  and  dedicated  Memorial  Day,  Wnr.i  : 

^Mlsou  ]).  Stone,  lsrlJe,i;1.  Inlt.  Died.hily  1st,  h^(;2 

lalw  ill 'lay  lor,  2i!d  (Ml  l.tih.  IsCl 

Ormali  Sleveli-,  ir)th  Killed  , I  uly  Ihd.  ISd!? 

(ieor-v  r.  I)a\is,  lalh  Died 

Ilerhert  X.  i-u!ler,  l.llh  Died  A iider^oii vi ! le  I'riM.n 

Alhert  L.  W  illiams,  ir.ih  Killed  Jan.  12lh.  lS(i2 

Klliot  II.  K'ohhins,  loth  ^-      Died  olWomaD.  duly  ir».  Isr,  1 

Henry  W.-Dunii,  ir)ih  -                 Died  May  21st.  Isi'.l 

dohn  A.  ( -as^,  lliih  ^«                             Apr.  2*).  Isii.") 

Harry  March,  21,-1  Killed  Sept.  Isl,  1S(;2 

l':ihrid>;v  K.  Perry,  22nd  .          May  mii.  isc.l 

Charles  l'\  Sanger,  22iid  d  une  27l  li.  1m;2 

KdwardSilk,  22iid  Died   Dec.  ir.ih.  lsi;2 

lailher  Spooner,  21th  Ki  I  led  A  u--.  2(;i  h.  1  ^r,;; 

Kredericd;  !-:.  ^'ouno-,  2!tli  Oct.  i;{ih.  IS'll 

Calvin  d.  Darliii--,  2r)tli  Died  d u!y  I  It li.  lS(i2 

W  illiam  ()■<  (»nn(di,  2r)lh  •>     M ar.  1 7i li.  lS(i.-> 

Francis  Clark,  2r)i  h  An--.  Dl.  \sr,A 

^^'illiam  il.  Keniiey,  2r)ih  dune  .'hd.  ISCI 

\\  iliiani  J.  Hoiid.  2r.tli  Kil led  d uiie  drd.  isi;  | 

Idislia  W.  P.uxton,  IDlli  "                            Dieil  Sept.  ilh.  ls(;2 

Li\ iii^st one  Mower,  :M\[]i  "                                   dune  2l!h.  ls(M 

Andrew  Moore,  liC.th  Kil led  d une  ;h'd.  1  sc  | 

Ile/rkiah  Alih-ich,  HCih  -      Died  d uly  ;{()1  h.  1  si;  k  rrl^^on 

I'at  rick  (  dllespie.  IJCih  "                          \  11-.  2^1  h.  I  <(;  I.  I 'ri-oii 

Van  Ihireii  M(d\insi  ry,  ;;(;ih  I'eh.  Klih.  ISCI,  Pri-on 

( 'or)i(diu<  !'.  Da vi^.  r)lsi  Died  duly  Di.  isc,;! 

Manson    iould,  ."ilst  dune  IM  h.  lS(i:5 

(  harlcs  I!.  W  aile,  r.7th  Killed  May  Ctli.  Pm",  I 

Levi  Ma\W(dl,  Cdsi  ^'        ^-                  Died  Im'Ii.  did,  ISC,,-) 

Lawsoii  d.  I.awreiicc,  2nd  ( 'aA'.                   ••    (U;.22iid.  ISC  I 
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The  Mason  Family 

In  connection  with  the  early 
history  of  Sturbridge  and 
Southbridge. 

By  GEOR(iK  MASON  WHITAKER,  A.  M. 


Read  mostly  before  the  Iiistorical  Society.  Oct.  30,  1899. 


TIk'  n;uii('  of  Maso]!  is  ('0111111011  in  tlii*^  country,  ))ut  there  are  a  nuiii- 
licr  (»f  (liU'crciit  ramilics  wit li  no  traced  reiat ioii-liip  at  lea>t  on  tliis 
side  of  the  ocean.  Ilu<j,ii  Ma-oii  sellled  in  ^\'at eii own  and  had  a  hir^c 
fainily  of  descendants;  Samson  Mason  settled  in  I )orche~t er,  sidise- 
({iiently  nun'in;;'  to  Keliohoth,  and  a  list  of  liis  descendants  tills  a  ^•ood- 
si/ed  volume.  Then  there  was  Captain  John  Mason,  who  settled  in  Dor- 
chester, and  soon  after  moved  to  ( '(niiieet icut,  and  was  famous  in  the 
I*e(juod  war.  Donht  less  there  are  a  number  of  other  families.  The 
one  in  which  I  am  i»art icularl y  int<'rested,  and  the  one  thaf  interests 
tliis  town  in  connection  with  its  earlv  lii>lory.  is  descended  from  lioh- 
orf  .Mason,  ^^•llo  settled  in  iJoxhury  somewliere  hetween  lO.'U)  and  l(j.']7. 

It  is  })rolia!)le  tliat  the  ^'cnealooist  in  traciii;;-  tln'se  families  in  Eng- 
land, would  lind  much  of  intercut  there,  and  might  cotmect  some  of 
th<'m,  as  there  is  fivMjuent  mention  of  tlie  name  in  early  Kngiish  records. 
As  far  \Kivk  as  the  time  of  Henry  ^T1  tlie  name  often  ajipears 
and  there  Avere  olllcei'S  by  tlie  name  of  Mason  serving  under  ( 'romw(dl. 
Tliere  was  a  George  Ma^on  in  parliament  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
Hie  name  was  sometinx's  s^xdled  Masson. 

FIRST   (!  FN  K RATION. 

Tlie  ancestor  of  tlie  family  that  interests  us  locally  was,  as  stated 
before,  lJ(»b<^rt  xMason,  of  whom  we  hear  lirsi  in  IJoxbury  through  a 
notice  of  tlie  deatli  of  his  wife  in  ](;;57.  lioxhuiy  was  originally  set- 
tled by  some  of  \\'inthroi»'s  company  as  eai'ly  as  July,  ICt.'JO. 

The  germ  of  the  Massachusetts  colony  was  planted  at  Salem  and 
the  patent  to  the  proprietors  was  issued  in  1028.  Undertliis  patent  the 
control  of  the  colony  was  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietor  comi)any  in  Fm^- 
land,  )nit  there  was  a  local  government  under  tlie  genera  1  cont  rol  of 'he 
proprietors,  Endicott  being  governor.    'J'his  form  of  goviinnent  liaa 
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its  (lis;ulv:inl;i;^'('s  nnd  aftor  niiicli  (li-;('U--i()n  tlic  cliaiior  w:i-  traii-fcr. 
iX'd  lo  llu,'  artual  settlers.  A  mimliei'  dt  icpuialiie  person-  (>['  iulluence 
iiiul  r(\-])('etaliilit3'  at;i'<'«Ml  tojoiii  tlie  eoloiiy  it  tlie  eli;irier  traiis- 
J'orr<'(l,  and  as  a  I'esvilt  ol'  llic  e(ni-iiiiimai  idii  oi  tlii>  -eliemc.  \\  ini lirop 
and  liis  as^dciates  lauded  in  Salem  liai  l>>>r  in  Marelu  Kl.'iO.  'J'liey  xx/ji 
settled  in  ( 'liarle>t (»\\  n  w  here  pe-lilenee  made  sad  iiu-oads  and  eau-ed 
tlie  disper-al  of  the  immi^i'aiit .-.  some  ,i;"oin^'  lo  ^\'aierl o\vn,  oiliers  to 
(,'and)ridne.  Lynn.  Sliawnuit  (  lloston,)  and  IJoxltury.  Here  we  lind 
Kolterl  Mason.  In  lr,;{7,  his  wile  died  there.  In  ilie  K'oxhui'y  land  rec- 
ords, [  lind  rec-ord  ol  sale.-  of  land  made  ltyhin\  in  and  HI  10. 
'I'wo  year-  later — in  Hi  TJ.  lie  \\  a-  one  oi'  theoriuinal  i.roprietor-  (d' 
1  )edliam  t  o  w  hom  ;^rant  >  (d'  land  were  made.  Me  died  in  hedham  in 
1(1(>7,  and  1  lia\e  lound  tla-  reeoids  of  t  he  sett  lemeiii  oi'  his  e-iale  in 
tlie  prohate  olliec  in  l>ost(m.  He  hd'i  thirty-live  acres  ol  land  Nalue<l 
at  £110.  Hi-  live  stock  consisted  of  a  ••jiai-e  oT  ox'en"  and  "an  old 
cow."'  'I'lie  oxen  were  apiiraisi'd  al  £1"2 — and  the  cow  at  £2.  12  >li. 
Anionu'  the  jiersonal  [troperty  \vas  a  .-word  and  hell.  Iiom  which  il  i- 
not  nnrea-onalile  lo  inler  thai  lie  may  !i;i\-e  iiad  some  oHieial  mililary 
standing;-.    The  \  aliieorhi-  -'apitarrel  l"  w  a<  lumped  at  £(!.  Is  -h. 

>i:r<  )M>  (;  i.M,i:.\'t K  )N. 

The  second  j;(Uiera tioii  of  this  tamily  (d'  .Masou'-:  in  llii-  coiinlry  \\a- 
coini»oscd  of  Th(»uia-,  dohn  and  1  Joherl .  son-:  of  K'oheri  ju-t  meiii  ioned- 
They  wei-e  hoi  ii  in  Iln inland,  and  douht  le--  came  over  w  il  h  t  hi'ir  lai  her_ 
'Hiey  sell  led  with  him  ill  l)edhaiii.  in  lhat  jiarl  which  a  i !  erwaids 
hecamc  ^h'dtield.  Tlioma-  a  iid  !I(»l)ert  were  auioiiL;-  the  snh-crihei-< 
wlio  I'oi'med  a  society  lor  uio\iiuj;-  t(»  Medlield  and  were  aiiioUL;-  it-  lii'-t 
sett  lers. 

Thomas  Mason  ^vas  a  st  iirdy  d(dender  ol'  the  1  own  in  l he  Indian  I  roii- 
hles.  He  with  twociiildren  was  killed  hy  Indians  in  Ku."")  diirin;^- Kiiiii.- 
Philip's  war.  Mcdiield  was  ,-urprised  hy  the  red  men  \\h(»  appeared 
Ileal'  \\\<  liouse.  The  laillily  lied  lo  the  t^arrisou.  His  wile  -urceeilcd 
in  reachin^j,' il  wiih  llie  \(Minu-e-t  child  w  ho  !i\cd  to  urow  up  and  he- 
come  the  aiicc-toi' of  a  lai'i^e  tamily  of  Masons  in  .M''diicld  ami  Med- 
way.  .Viio'tlier  son  was  Ivilled  al  anoihrr  lime  while  iiuhtinu-.  .\oi 
many  years  ai;o  while  [  wa-  in  .Medlield  iu\('-l  iuai  in^-  -oiiie  of  ihe-e 
lad  s  1  lie  laian  (d' 'I'lioiuas  Ma^on  -till  nanained  in  the  ])o--e>:-ioii  ol 
his  male  desccndaiU s. 

In  the  stale  archi\cs  is  a  letter  from  IJev.  Joliii  \\'il-on  k*  tlie  leuis- 
iafure  callinu'  at  tent  ion  to  the  nece-<ilou>^  condition  of  Widow-  Ma<on, 
as'she  had  heeii  liurned  out  hy  Hie  Indians.  Tliceai-i\  h'oxhury  icc- 
ords  iici(  tlie  hapti.-m  of  -hthn  and  Kohei-i  laic  in  life. 
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.MAS(>.v  w  1 1  ri'A  iv  a. 

i)AiK>'  I  N>-;i        rt  )K,  I',  .x.  i)i.i'r.  a  ( ;    i  <  i  i .  i  i  k 

AND    A."SfS'r.    Kl  )1'1<  )K',    X.    i:.    1  Alx'.Ml'.K. 
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TlllUn  (iKNI.ItATlON. 

In  \]\v.  \\\\v(\  j.^(Miorntl,nn  I  have  louml  iln'  iianioi  of  nhu'toon  porKoiii, 
(lo^fcndni'.tK  of  tlic  iihov(>  \\\\vo  (»r  Die  t^n'Oiid  gciuM'atlim,  but  for  Iho 
purposes  of  tliif<  p,'i|>('i',  1  noil(!('  only  I'-bcDc/ci',  .lolin  fuid  Jost'pli, eauh 
oiu'  a  son  of  oiw.  of  llu^  Uu'im^  ot:'  tlic  s(-('<mh1  o^'CiuM'atloih  TIkm'*,'  I;^  s^llll 
in  GXistonoP,  and  in  niy  ))()sscs;si(Uh  I  lie  U^tlci-  of  administration  lo  Mi'S. 
l']lizal)('tli  Ma>:on  on  i  he  o.stati'ol' licr  liushand,  Jolin.  Khonc/f'V  \\  a-^ 
tlie  child  saviMl  in  Ins  niothi'i"s  al'ni.s,  as  told  JihoVi'. 

Of  the  nineteen  above  not ieed,  t welv<'  AV<'re  girls  and  among  tli(! 
marriages  were  alliances  with  tlie  Hording,  Tinnston,  and  Parti'idgo 
tannlies. 

1  feel  like  conunenting  parentluMically  in  passing  oil  tlie  fact  tliat 
tliough  the  wonmn  is,  in  polite  and  complimentary  language,  called  the 
Ix'ttei'  lialf,  yd  in  genealogical  work  she  di'o[)S  out  of  notice,  in  a  feW 
generations,  with  iier  cliange  ot  name.  'I'his  is  a  mei'cy  to  the  geneal- 
ogist, for  liis  rei'ords  become  almost  hurdensomc  \\\{\\  tracing  male 
descendants  and  ])reserving  records  of  those  ^vho  bear  the  taliiily 
name.  In  one  sense  this  is  unfair,  'i'lie  stock  breeder  in  preserving 
the  })edigree  (»f  some  noted  animal  values  the  female  record  as  nmt'li 
as  the  male.  In  our  hroador  study  of  the  human  lace  we  are  les.^i 
l)ai-ticular. 

f^OrUTH  GENKI{AT10N. 

^^'ith  the  foui'lh  genei'ation  the  scene  shilts.  I)edham  records  are  Ui) 
longer  sei-viceahle,  lor  by  tliat  time  Medlield  liad  hccome  an  inde}iend- 
ent  and  tliriving  town,  in  whose  allhirs  the  Mason  family  i)layed 
an  imjiortant  [tart.  The  spirit  of  expaiisioii  was  in  the  aii-  those  days 
and  even  in  that  comparatively  young  town.  The  exjiansjouists  want- 
ed to  go  out  into  tlie  wilderness  M'here  there  Nvas  more  room  ami 
lience  they  started  Medti(dd.  In  thai  mo\en>cnt  the  Mason  family 
was  prounnent. 

My  recortls  have  the  names  of  twenty  people'  in  the  tourth  genei'a- 
tion.  Some  of  the  daugluers  married  into  the  ('hen(\v,  I'l'alt,  Adams. 
l*]His,  Sahin,  Pullen,  and  k'napp  ranulies.  MediieM.  Medway,  and  St  ii- 
hridge  turnished  ihe  stage  for  the  lite  worl:  ot  the  most  (d  ihis  gener- 
al ion. 

In  the  fourth  genei-ation  we  come  to  the  time  ot  the  settlement  of 
Stui-I»ridge,  the  agitation  for  which  was  fiom  17'2r>  to  172'.).  Why  these 
pi(»neers  were  so  anxious  for  t  his  jtarl  ieular  local  ion  I  do  not  know  .  l»ut 
Ihe  lead  mine  in  Stui-bridge  was  discovei'ed  within  tliree  years  ot  the 
ariival  ot  W'inthrop,  and  may  have  been  a  pi'ominent  factor  in  in- 
IhieiK'ing  I  he  ideas  ot  I  iie<e  earl}'   settlers.      I  n  1  he  jioj  ui  la  r  u>e  of 


the  wnvd  •'t'orcii^iu'i-,''  i!  is  well  \>>  Ikmt  in  iniiid  tifat  aiiccMors 
^\'!l<.)  U'ci'c  ])i()iH'(M'>  ill  set  1  li  11'.';  Si  iiiliri(l:2,(\  were  (»nly  tw"  i'ciih.xcs 
iVoiu  iKTsuii-  l)oni  ncru.-^  tlic  ocean. 

Mo<t  of  the  Masons  ol'  ihc  loinlli  ^cnd'a i i< >ii  I'ciiialiU'd  in  Mcdlidd 
.'Slid  tlu'  Muuic  dors  iKil  aji]t(Mr  in  llif  \arioii-  pet  il  ion-,  eie..  !or  the 
new  town,  l)iit  -Jonatiian,  Xoali.  i)i-olliei\  .io-epli  and  Ke/ia!i  liel|i- 
ed  found  llu'  town  of  New  .M*'dlield.  afiei  wards  SI  lu'l n-idu'e.  \oiie  o| 
tliese,  liowevcf.  afe  nientioneil  in  ijie  oii^inal  di-awiiiL;'  of  lots. 

K'eziall  N\as  the  wife  of  J>en('<in  do.-eph  IlaUer.  one  of  the  olioiiiiii 
j)i'opriet  ors  (d'  St  urhridu'e  who  settled  on  Shnniway  liil!. 

Xoah  i)Ui-eha-ed  a  (h'awn  hy  .Mo-es  (;lea>on;  Joseph  honL^lit  a 
h)t  nliouf  thfee  miles  ah()\('  M>l;dale  on  tlie  lli-oof.liehl  road,  w  lii'  h  lie 
traded  for  a  farm  in  lie'  southern  pari  oi  the  (own  se\-eral  years  aite,-. 
.Jonathan  houii,iii  of  l)a\  id  ^(U-se.  hi-  hi-oi  her-i n-la  w  .  lot-  mnuher  1.") 
and  K;  in  the  second  dl\a>ion  oi'  hinds.  'I'liis  di'awini;"  tc'ok  jdace  in 
.17;{0:  lie  sold  hi--  house  lot  in  Deilham  in  17;;;;  and  hou-lit  thi-  in  17;i7. 
'I'his  is  the  hind  tiow  owned  in  Sont  h  1  n'id^c  l»y  James  il.  .Mason  and 
the  farm  adjoini  nu'  it  (Ui  t  he  north.  ( Jeor^c  I  )a\  i  -  s  hi.-l  orica  I  >lv<'l  eh  of 
Sturhridi;-e  .-a}s  t  hat  .lonatlian  Masou  iMiiit  a  house  jji  iPc  town  to 
malxc  the  nundiei-  reiiuired  !>}'  the  |c;.'i-iat  ure  within  -e\cii  year> 
Ixd'ore  it  could  uiaiU  an  act  (d  incorporation,  hut  the  oriirinal  deed 
whicli  1  ha\('  in  my  jxissession.  eon\eys  ihe-e  iand<  aho\c  ineiuioned 
W'ii  li  a  dw<d  liiiL:,- house  upon  tliem.    Slurhridu'c  was  incorporated  in 

'i'his  -lonalhan  had  ten  childr^'U.  'Idle  record  of  the  hirlh  (d'  I'otn-  is 
in  Dedham  and  oi' six  ill  St  ui-hrid-^'e.  In  m_\  hi-toi  ical  reseaindie-  I 
have  found  in  (he  (dd  cemeler}'  in  Siurhiidi^c  ihe  ^I'aves  <d'  M  i-.  and 
.Mrs.  Jonaihan  .Maso]i  and  (d'  Noah  Ma-om 

It  occui's  fo  me  that  one  td'  the  lines  oi  work  which  this  S(K'ieiy  can 
carry  <m  would  he  pres(u-\in,i;'  the-e  old  i;ia  \  e-i  onc>.  so  that  the  loca- 
tions woidd  not  he  lost  or  inscripl  ion-~  em;i(d\'  oidil  erali'd.  ()\-er  one 
of  the  ahovt'  _i;ra\-es  I  fositul  tliai  the  stone  had  been  hro!<en,  and  the 
hroken  i»art  reset  lor  il  was  only  iiy  diii,^!nu-  aw  ay  a  lew  inidies  (d' 
leaves  and  earth  dial  I  was  enahled  to  L'vt  at  tiie  whole  of  the  leti'cr- 
iiii;-. 

I  listory  says  very  litt  le  about  the  inendtei  s  (d  the  family  (d'  this 
^•enei'al  ion,  in  Sturhridi;'e,  hut  it  i;-oc^  willioui  -a\Ii:::'  that  tour 
iiiemhers  (d' one  family  in  a  new  rolony  mu-l  ha\e  exeiied  condiier- 
ahle  inlluence,  particularly  when  we  take  into  furlher  account  the 
lYict  that  lhe\'  wen;  rtdalcd  hy  marriage  to  other  families. 

.\n  ,i;'reat  play  (»f  ima'^inat  ion  is  re(piired  in  m;!kin;j,-  the  asseriioji 
lliai  the  town  of  Sturhri(!^e  owes  coirddi'iaide   (o   ihc   Ma-on  lamii\' 
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for  tlie  solid  fouiulalion  on  which  the  structure  of  intcHi<^eiit  citizen- 
ship was  built. 

FIFTH  GKNKIJATION. 

I  have  more  or  loss  complete  information  of  fifty  persons  of  the 
fiftli  generation,  but  the  family  had  l»ec(>me  more  widely  dis})ersed. 
Masons  continued  leadin;^-  spirits  in  Medlifld  and  Stui'bridge,  and  we 
hear  of  them  in  Princet(»n,  Shei-born,  B(dchei1own,  ('ummint,^l«jn  and 
"Woodstock,  and  even  in  Xova  JScotia. 

Olive  ]Mason  of  this  <;enerati()n  was  a  somewhat  i)ronnnent  figure  in 
Nova  Scotian  afiairs.  Iler  husband  received  from  George  Jl  extensive 
lands  there.  On  his  decease  she  married  again,  but  her  s(H'ond  hus- 
band wished  to  revolutionize  Nova  Scotia  and  add  it  to  the  Tnited 
States,  lie  received  troops  I'oi'  this  purpose  fr<»m  Washington,  ))ut 
they  were  defeated,  and  Olive's  lU'ojH-rty,  iidierited  fi-om  her  fii-st  hus- 
l)and,  Vv'as  confiscated  tor  the  disloyalty  of  her  second  husband. 

J>y  the  mai'i-iag<'  ot  daughters,  the  Mason  tamily  tx-came  connected 
with  several  other  pi-ominent  local  lamilies.  'Vwo  daughters  of 
Keziali  Baker  iriarried  llamants,  Captain  Samuel  and  J)eacon  Job,  the 
latter  for  many  years  town  clerk  of  Stui'l)ridg<',  and  an  ancestor  of 
the  llamants  of  Union,  Ct.  A  daughtei' of  Jos<'i)h  married  Kl)enezer 
I''ay  ;  another  one,  T.enuud  Sanders,  w  ho  is  s})oken  o{  as  a  vei-y  weal- 
thy man  at  that  time;  and  a  third  one  married  Coiufort  Johnson,  who 
kept  a  i)ul)lic  house  for  many  years. 

Daughters  (d"  Jonathan  married  ^^'illia^l  Ilattield  and  Aai-on  Lyon. 
Otlier  names  coming  in  by  mai  riage  are  Morse,  Snutli,  Ellis,  Clark, 
Cutler,  and  Grout. 

During  the  life  of  this  generation  there  were  siin-ing  times  locally 
as  well  as  at  large.  The  war  of  the  revolution  was  fought  and  the 
agitation  was  connnenced  for  making  an  independent  town  of  South- 
l)i-idge.  The  revolution  tried  the  pat  riolism  ol  all  the  citizens  of  the 
town  ;  all  si  ood  shoulder  I  o  sh<)idd<'r  in  t  he  at  t<'m])t  t  o  [)revent  the  success 
of  the  I^ritish  cause,  liut  when  it  came  to  the  division  of  the  towJi  there 
were  dilleiTnce< — no  iloubt  bitter.  The  .Mason  family  during  this 
generation  was  e\ce{)tionally  prominent  and  useful.  Itoih  on  account 
of  numbeis  and  l)y  reason  of  ability.  There  were  sexcn  }>ersons  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Mason.  ])(  scended  from  ,b)seph  ^\■el•e  Josej)!!,  Olivei", 
Simeon,  .Tacol),  and  Joshua.  Jonathan's  sou-  were  Jonathan  and 
Ab(d.    The  wives  of  fi\-e  other  cili/ens  wnc  Masons. 

Five  of  these  Masons  sei'ved  in  the  Ke\'ol ut ionary  war,  viz.,  Joshua, 
Simeon,  Joseph,  J(»nathan  and  Abel.  Jlecords  show  that  Simeon  was 
a  revolutionary  pensioner.  Jonathan  \N'as  a  lieutenant  but  .VbePs  rec- 
ord was  longer  than  that  of  any  of  the  othf-rs,  and  his    rank  was  the 
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hiii'licst.  AVc  first  Ileal' (if  liim  wil  li  t  111'  raiil-;  oT  Sciucaiit ,  nia  rcliiii<;' 
with  otluM-s  rroiu  Si  iirl»ri(li;('  to  l.cxiiiutdii  in  .Vpi  il.  177.").  In  Au;4ii>t 
of  llic  same  year  lie  had  tlic  raiils  of  1  .iciil  ciia  nl .  and  in  Maicli  of  the 
siu'cccdini;- year  was  rlioscii  ( 'aptain  b y  I  he  liidd  oHiccr—  (  aptain  in 
the  first  Stiirbrid^T  company  of  tiic  fulfill  W'oiH'c-bT  (  nuiity  i-i'^inicnt . 
Ill  Dcc'cinber,  ]770,  he  was  sent  to  IMmkIc  Island  and  <!atii>iMMl  at 
J*i'ovid('iK*('  for  oxer  a  month.  In  Au;;ii>t  of  the  next  yrar  lie  \sa-  in 
sprvicc  ill  the  nortlicrii  army,  \\li('re  be  took  part  in  the  oanijiai^n 
wliic'li  r<'siih('d  in  the  snri'ciidcr  ol'  r.iiri;-oy in'.  and  with  hi-;  coniiiaiiy 
reached  the  batt  *;-romid  immfdiat(dy  after  the  Minender.  In  17s() 
his  company  was  called  ont  foi'  <er\  iee  in  IMiode  I-land  and  inarehed 
to  Tiverton.  ( )n  the  st  ren;L;th  of  t  liis  recan-d  (d  ( 'apt .  Ab(d  Ma<oii.  my 
daughters  Ixn-ame  menil)ers  of  tlie  (Md  South  <  ha]iter  of  the  Dauuh- 
ters  of  t  he  Kevolut  ion. 

In  town  alVairs  the  Masons  of  ihi<  i;('iiei-;i  i  ion  \\cre  prominent. 
'I'hey  stamped  their  indiN'iduality  on  the  town  a  ml  \\ ere  u- e  ful  eil  i/eii<, 
beiiiii:  fre(pienlly  called  to  j)o-iii(»n-  (d'  re-iiiui-iliility  ami  trn-t. 

.lonathaii  went  to  \'ermont  ^\  ith  (  Oloiad  (  rafis,  and  like  him  \\u- 
one  of  t  he  pi<ineers  in  the  sett  lenient  of  ( 'ra  ft  >liur  \  . 

In  17'.>o,  tifly-se\ei)  years  after  the  incoi'jioial ion  of  St urbrid^e,  there 
liad  ;^rowii  up  (juite  a  vil!a.i;e  here  at  what  is  ]]n\v  the  cmitt  r  of  the 
t(fwn  <d"  S(uit lihrid^-e,  but  which  was  then  a  p;irt  of  three  towns,  the 
c(»rner  of  Sturbrid*;-e,  Charlton  and  I)udle\  .  This  nvks  inconvenient 
in  many  ways,  especially  in  t he  mat ter  of  chui-ch  ^:oini,%  a  dri\-e  of 
six  or  seven  mih^s  beiiii;'  necessary.  ( 'on<e(pient  ly  -onie  of  the  res- 
idents of  this  \  illa^-e  started  a  mo\( meiit  for  a  new  town.  Two  yea.rs 
later  a  parish-church  ^^  as  commenced  and  in  Is^Od  it  was  dedi»/at<'d, 
Joiiatliaii  and  Abel  Ma>on  beinu'  pe\\  owners. 

.SIXTH  (ii  Ai.ijA  rn  IN. 

At  this  point  of  my  ]iai-rati\e  I  take  up  the  si  x  th  i;cn<'rat  ion  w  it  bout 
entirely  drojipine- the  fifth,  f(»r  e\ idem  ly  some  (d'  the  yoiin;:,-  men  of 
the  sixth  <;('iieration  were  deej)ly  inti-re^led  in  the  new  town  move- 
ment and  worked  witli  their  fat  hers  for  it .  In  ISbO,  l  he  new  idiurcli  bein^ 
finished,  the  le;;-islatiire  was  })etitioned  t  o  ineorporaie  a  })ari<h.  Anioii^- 
the  petitioners  wei'e  Abel,  John,  Leiuu(d,  dotiathaii,  Mo-es  ;ind  .bu-ob 
Mason.  The  next  year — TSdl — the  lei;islat  ure  granted  the  peiition 
and  in  flic  act  of  incorporation  a])pear  the  names  of  Jacob,  Ab(d, 
Temnel,  Jonathan,  Moses,  John,  Altel.  Sevt'ii  Masons  in  all.  W  hen 
the  parisli  or;;ani/ed,  tlie  custody  of  the  funds  was  ;j,i\cn  to  Ali(d 
Mason,  as  treasurer,  while  ("apt.  Alxd  .Mason,  jire-umably  the  father, 
was  put  on  a  committee  to  supply  preachini;-  and  to  repoi  t  on  wa} 
and  means. 
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Hut  tliis  piirisli  ai-raD^'cinciit  \v:i-  not  wholly  satislactory  and  in 
ISl  1  a  jtarisli  nn'cCmu-  wa^  licid  in  the  iiit»'r«'-L  <»!'  an  act  int'oi-jtoi-atini^ 
a  new  town  with  ()li\('i-  Mason  a-  nxxlci-at or.  A  h'^iKlal i\ e  roimnit t Cf 
^^'as  appointed  and  Oliver  and  Ahtd  Mason  wci'c  on  a  connnilli't'  to 
ohtain  a  coiTcct  .siirxcy  of  the  parish.  At  a  suhsccpient  nicctin);-  a 
connnittee  was  ch-oscn  <d'  whieh  Ahe]  Ma-on  was  chairiuan,  to  ii'port 
a  name  lor  the  t'onti'ni[)lat<'d  tow  n.  Sout hhrid;^('""  was  reported  and 
adopted.  ^'()n  petit  ion  of  Ah(d  Mason  and  others"  tlie  lei;islature  in 
LSK!  ineorporated  tlie  town  o\'  Southbriduc. 

At  the  lirst  towii  nieetin;;'.  dushua  Ma<on  was  clio-^en  one  ot  the 
selectmen.  Ill  ISI^H  and  ls;)M;.  Abel  Ma-oii  w  as  sent  to  the  Icuislat  are. 
in  ls;{7,  Ahel  Mason  was  one  of  a  coininittee  to  select  a  siie  for  a 
town  liall,  the  present  location  Itein^-  -elected. 

( '(nise(piently.  it  is  no  foolish  outl»ui-sl  of  [n-ide  of  ancestry  that 
leads  t(*  tlie  assertion  tliat  the  M;i-on  family  was  an  iiniiortaiit  and  in- 
Ihicntial  I'actor  in  the  early  hi-lory  of  the  to^\ll.  Three  of  them 
were  orii;inal  setth'rs  of  Stnrhrid^'e,  and  scNcn  of  them  were  prominent 
citi/ens  durini;'  tlie  next  i;t'in'ral  ion.  ludd  rcs})onsihle  1  own  oHices, 
hore  arni->  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  agitated  for  the  new- 
town  of  Sout librid^-e,  and  in  the  next  *;enerat  ion  took  a  leading  part 
in  its  allairs. 

<)li\'ei-  was  also  a  i)rominent  memlter  td'  1  >oric  lodi;e  of  I'^-ecmasons, 
(d"  Nvhicli  he  was  master  when  he  died.  Abel  was  a  captain  of  the 
militia,  a  justice  (d'  the  peace,  and  treasurer  of  the  Masoiuc  lodi;('. 
l)ani(d  Mason  on  l"'isk  hill  was  a  wadi  known  and  leadinu'  cili/eii; 
I>emu(d  was  also  a  widl  known  citi/en,  but  we  lind  less  I'cfci-ence  to 
liim  than  some  of  the  others.  His  touibstoiie  bears  the  title  of  ensinii. 

In  this  sixth  ^'cnei-at ion  we  tind  the  Mason  stock  wid(dy  dispersed, 
and  liear  of  it  in  .Medway,  Mediield,  ^^■l•elJthanl,  Dover,  (Shrewsbury 
and  various  parts  of  \'ermont  ;  in  hereyster.  Xew  Voil^ ;  dellersmi, 
W  isconsin;  MuskeL','on,     )chii;an  ;  and  many  jKirts  of  Maine. 

\l\  marriai;-e  \\v  lind  the  names  of  Shaw,  Merrilield,  ( 'jiamberlain, 
Marsh.  Hill,  liammond,  Sheiiuan  and  hwii^ht. 

Lucy.  dauL;,iitei'  of  ()li\t'r,  niarrieil  .buiathan  (  urtis,  ancestor  o\  |)r. 
( 'url  is,  for  many  years  a  jiromiiient  cil  i/<'n  of  Westboro.  Delilah,  a 
daui:ht<-r  of  doshua.  married  a  (  "hamiterlaiii.  ancestor  of  llie  lar;::*' 
family  of  <  hamberlains,  who  ha\c  Ix'cii  ju'omineiit  citizens  in  this 
\icinity. 

Ill  this  ;i,enerat i(»n  tliere  was  an  intermarriau'c  of  two  l)raiudies  of 
tlie  family  w  hicli  had  ^^et  t  led  in  Soul  Idu-id^'e,  vi/., — Alxd  and  Puah; 
bui  I  doubi  Ncry  much  whether  either  of  the  parties  were  aware  of  ihe 
relation-hiji,  a>  none  ol  their  children  had  (wer  heard  of  it.  and  the 


finnily  ti'ndition  w:i«  tlmr.  tlic  two  I'.iniUli'^  wcro,  rMitircly  ili'^tiiu't,  wu- 
Ul  my  iuv<*i^ti;j,'nti(>n<^  In  llic  fMii'ly  n'i'(»i'iN  i>r  MiMlilclil  lu'onjilii  iln'<(< 
tW(»  l"nu's<  togcilici'. 

sr.VKNTH  OKNKliATlON-. 

'I'lio  seventh  ^•eiiei'ation  liud-  tin-  i.uiiily  still  moi-e  scaUered  and 
l-ci)i'(\<('ntetl  in  many  dinerent  states  in  ihe  union.  Tlie  in;iiriun(.  (tf 
dan<;lU(MS  lias  also  hroilii-lit  into  the  fceords  a  lai*:-e  niiiiil>ei-  ol'  ad- 
ditional names.  ^Vmonjj,'  those  having'  relation  to  tlie  histoi-y  cf  this 
town  may  l)e  mentioned  Sahin,  Me(ireuory,  Child  and  Miifsh. 

To  tlie  seventh  g'eneration  h(don<>-s  the  eelehi'ateil  L()\v(dl  Mas(»n 
of  nnisieal  tame,  whose  composii imis  and  work  in  the  iiitei-est 
of  popular  educat ion  in  nnisic,  are  \V(dl  know  n  to  everyone. 

Lyman  .Mason,  another  dist ing-uished  meinher  ot  the  family  of  this 
g'('nerati<ni,  was  a  ]»romineiU  husiiiess  man  and  manufacturer  in 
Muskeg'on,  Mii-higan,  and  of  iuiouuh  promineiu'e  to  l>e  uomitialed  as  a 
vandidate  for  e(uiij,iess. 

Still  another  was  John  (\  Mason  of  the  firm  of  lJU!j:ii*les,  Xoilrse  and 
Mason,  manufacturers  of  agricultural  imjtlements,  and  the  immediate 
predecessor  of  th(»  present  Ames  IMow  (dmpan\'.  He  Mas  a  hank 
ollicei'  and  real  estate  owner  in  Worcester. 

Another  prominent  mendter  of  this  generation  was  ()rien  A.  Mason 
of  Medw.-iy,  who  was  tor  foiu1<'eu  years  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the 
town,  elected  each  _\'eai'  hy  the  \inanimous  vote  <»f  its  citi/eiis. 

Among  the  represeiUati\('s  of  this  generation  who  ha^('  lived  in 
Southhridg*' were  Samu(d  S.  (popularly  k)io\vn  as  Scs>ioris ),  { )]i\ rr, 
Otis  and  Ahel.  The  last  named,  howcNcr,  left  town  A\hcn  a  young 
man.  Oliver,  Otis  and  Sessions  were  men  of  more  than  average 
judgment,  respected  hy  their  fellou'  cili/ens,  lre(juently  called  to 
places  ol  t  rust ,  ;ind  promineiU  in  church  \\  ork.  oTiNcr  and  Sessions 
were  leading  acti\c  niendiers  of  the  (  oiigicgat iona I  chiu'ch  f(u-  mau;^' 
years,  wluh'  Otis  took  a  pronunent  part  in  iIk'  alVairs  (d'  the  Methodist 
church. 

Al)(d  had  two  daughters. — Thankful,  avIio  maiaied  .Fohn  Mar>li,  and 
llaiM'iet,  ssho  married  Thomas  W'hitaker,  and  the  latter  Was  the  last 
sur\ivor  of  the  generati<»n.  M\'  jtersonal  kno\\  ledge  (d  the  fanuly  ])e- 
gins  with  this  generation.  My  aunt  Thaid^ful  \sas  more  like  a  grand- 
mother to  me  than  an  aunt  and  was  the  means  cd'  my  learning  iiuudi 
that  I  know  of  Ihe  i)a>t .  At  her  lireside  I  have  seen  the  jn  ocess  of 
dipping  candles,  here  1  haxc  sei-n  the  corn  hulled  with  the  i-au-^lic  lye. 
In  iter  attic  1  have  studied  the  oldtime  UKudiines  with  whicii  the  wotd 
and  tlax  and  silk  \N'ere  made  into  yarn  and  cloth.     I  >id  _\-ou  know  that 
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rnj.auio;  s^ilk  worms  niid  pvodiicino-  ^iiu  wns  oihm'  an  industry  in  i]m 
town?  AuDt  'riiankful  once  raised  silkworms,  riiauipulalcd  tli<^  t'O- 
cooii^i,  ^\mn  tln'  silk,  and  I  liavc  seen  Ikm'  kniuiii;^-  stuckinf^s  from  silk 
raised  by  liors<'l('.  IJaisin;^'  tlax  and  iD-odnciui;  li(»iiio-inade  linen  is  an- 
other home  industi-y  <i'()n(>  l)y  in  i  ids  lowii.  Aunl  'I'lianKtul  ntili/' d 
her  old  hand  loom  for  ntajiy  years  in  wcavini;'  i';|o- earpet  s  and  liad 
all  th(!  \Vv>rk  she  eonld  do. 

Ahel'' (k'(  ded  tlio.  Viome  [dace  1(t  his  son,  Ahe]'',  in  consideration  of 
sn])]»oi'l  (hu-ino-  tlie  remaiiuU'r  ot  his  liie.  and  one  of  tlie  th!n;j,'s  stiini- 
lated  in  tlie  deed  was  that  the  lather  shonld  liave  ainniady  twenty 
ponnds  (d'  llax. 

iiKJiiTii  (;i:m".i;ati<)X. 

in  the  oif^'iitli  o'eneration  we  tind  several  ]Kn'Sons  not  hearing' the 
name  oi'  Mason  hnt  descended  tVoin  the  >h'ison  stools,  ot  wliom  noiiee 
may  projH'rly  he  made:  .Mrs.(ieo.  ^V.  WelN  (horn  Ah-(  i  re>;-oi-y  )  (dthis 
town,  Hon.  Linns  ^hason  ( 'hild  of  nostoii,  Mr.  lOlwyn  S;ihin  ol'  this 
t(twn  and  ( 'apt.  Salem  >hi:  sh  o\'  1  he  'id  I  'uiled  States  rei;ular  an  early 
^  iet  im  of  the  war  ot  I  he  i-ehellion  at  (  haneellorsville.  In  the  civil 
war,  <)liv<'r  II.  .\hison  sei  ved  and  was  wounded  at  I'ort  \\'a;:iii'r ; 
danu'S  II.  and  William  Otis  Ma-on  enlisted  in  the  :^]<\  and  inih  Mass- 
acdmsetts  i'e<i,'imen1  s  ;  lienry  1).,  no  less  ])atriotic.  lelt  thai  he  (twed  a 
duty  to  his  aged  parents,  and  did  not  eidist.  hut  was  (li-iftcd  and  paid 
■s:{0()  connnntation. 

'Tlie  youni;'  people  of  tliis  genei'ation  were  mm-h  in  e\idence  tliiity 
and  forty  years  ago  and  added  UHich  ti>  the  social  lite  of  the  town. 
Through  deal  h  and  rcmo\al  froiu  t  own  there  now  remain  in  Soutli- 
hi'idge  onl}'  three  adult  males  of  tlu^  Mason  name,  viz., — dames  II.. 
wiio  lives  on  th(^  old  Masoii  iK^nu'stead  w  Inch  lias  Ix'cn  in  the  family 
siiice  the  f  own  of  St  urhiidge  was  sett  led,  and  hi-  hi-(»lher.  Henry  I). 
Mason,  lixing  on  Suuuuer  sti'eet ;  also,  Hcm-y  I>.,  son  ol"  dames  11., 
who  lives  on  the  Franklin  .lacohs  jdace. 

While  it  is  fre(pient  ly  ditlicult  for  the  historian  to  allude  to  any 
distinguishing  (diaracteristics  (tf  a  familw  which  ofien  cdiange  v 
i-adically  from  generat ion  to  generation,  I  ha\('  ))cen  much  im)»rc,->ed 
by  the  newspaper  obituaries  of  ( )rien  A.  ^ba-on  of  Medw  ay.  w  hiidi 
was  publislied  in  a  Mil  ford  doui  iia  1  of  April.  ISSS,  and  d(.hn  (  '.  Ma>on 
in  1  he  Worcester  Spy  in  iSS.'b  'I'hei'c  is  such  a  siniilarily  in  these 
notices,  and  I  hey  so  accurat(dy  dcscrilie  the  meudiers  of  tiie  family 
with  whom  I  was  best  acipiaiiUed. — my  uncles  (>li\er  and  <)(is, 
that  I  (piole  fi-om  them. 

Of  Orien  A.  Mason  the  paragraph  says:  -'Mi-.  Mason  was  a  m.an  of 
most   miassuudng  and   modest    bearing.   >y-tematic  in  all  birsi]ics>; 
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nietiiods,  in  <lisi)()sit  ion.  ]<iii(l!y  aiul  syiiipat  Ih-I  ic  in  lii<  ii:iinrc."' 

At  his  ruiH'i;i  I  his  |);ist  (M- s;ii(l  :  "-W  hilf  iiiiicli  mii:ht  lie  <;ii(l  with  llii.' 
grt'atcst,  trutlil'uhicss  ;is  t(»  (lur  Irit'iKl's  many  \iitucs.  im  winds  can 
add  aiiytliin<^'  to  the  lesson  of  his  lilc  ilial  hi'  ha>  liNcd  so  hhiinclc->ly 
hcl'oiv  this  c'oninuniit y  tor  tlircc  si-orc  years." 

The  sketeh  of  John  ( '.  .\hi-oii  sa\s:  "-Mr.  Mason  \\a<  of  sterlini;' 
eharacter  anil  woi't  h  and  exeri  ed  a  w  ide  iiithienee  in  sujiiiorl  ot  im  e^rii  y 
and  hnsiness  principles.  He  was  sinuularly  avei'sc  to  iiolorieiy.  and 
his  innnt'rons  *i-<H»tl  deeds  ha\c  heen  pertoriiied  n(»t  only  without  o-k  h- 
lalioii.  hut  witli  specaal  i>nrpose  to  i>re\ent  ilieir  pulilieatioii.  He  was 
•genial  and  soeial  in  business  eii'ele<,  and  always  had  a  suiile  and  a 
ph'asanL  vvoi-d  for  all  whom  he  u\et." 

'Die  family  has  n(_»t  heen  a  i;real  one  in  the  sense  of  heini;-  ahli'  to 
hoast  of  a  loii^'  line  of  dist  iuL^uished  olliee  Iiolders,  or  of  men  of 
wealth,  or  persons  conneeteil  with  ^ical  enlerpi-ises.  \\\\[  as  pio- 
neei's  in  many  ne w  tow]is;,  as  a  modest  inllnenee  for  uood  in  ordinai  v 
alVairs,  it  is  a  family  who«'  memhers  ha\('  heeii  of  \alua!»Ie  sei  \  iee  in 
the  woi'ld,  and  exerted  a  power  lor  helpini;'  maidxind  and  for  trans- 
uiittinii,' those  \ew  I'^n^land  eliaiaeieri-i ie--  which  statesmen  liave  re- 
spected, which  orators  have  piaised,  and  of  w  hich  [)oets  liave  sunu'. 
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The  Old  Stone  Monument 

On  the  Durfee  Farm  in  Dudley. 

coNTKiHUTED  Hv  \villia:vi  penn  eddy. 
I'  A      T    C3  3?  J  e:  , 

INTRODUCTION. 
From  The  StiXndard  Union,  Brooklyn,  A'.  J'.,  September,  iqo4. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  recently  to  spend  some  time  in  tlie  new 
and  pro<^Tessive  state  of  Minnesota,  and  a  tew  days  later  to  drive  over 
The  ancient,  well-known  lii^liways  (>f  old  Massachusetts,  my  native 
state.  The  contrasts  between  the  new  state  and  the  old  were  strikin<^. 
Minnesota,  as  a  younij,-  state,  is  virile,  charming-,  splcnilid;  its  possi- 
bilities are  incalculable.  Massachusetts  is  not  dccrejiit  witlin^ie;  it 
is  also  growing  rai)idly  in  wealth  and  po])ulation;  it  has  j)as<('d  th»^ 
innnatui'e  age,  and  now  has  the  tone  ot  sticngtli,  dignit}- and  maturit  y. 

Curiously  enough,  tlie  soil  ot  Minnesota  is  young,  it  l)ut  recently 
emerged  from  the  inland  sea  of  ice  that  covered  the  great  Northwest. 
When  tliis  subsided,  layers  of  giavel  and  si)t  were  left,  whicli  made  a 
good  foundation  for  soil  on  which  vegetation  spi-ang,  grew  with  great 
luxuriance,  burned  over  for  ages  till  a  black  residuum  hiy  dec}*  and 
rich  over  u  sub-soil,  usually  of  clay,  whic  h  holds  the  water  near  the 
surface,  so  ensuring  a  rank  gi-owtli  of  vegetation,  whicli  burned  each 
year  witli  such  devastating  foice  as  onl}'  the  territied  early  settlers 
can  realize  or  descrilx'. 

In  tlie  west  we  veiy  mncli  miss  the  old  tuml)led  down  stone  walls 
our  grandfathers  laid  up  witli  so  nuich  care,  and  the  growth  of  w'ld 
things  along  the  ro:idsides ;  the  trees,  shru1)s  and  bushes  are  absent 
in  the  west,  where  the  fields  of  gi'ain  line  all  the  roadways.  We 
miss  the  little  hills  and  liollows,  cut  down  and  tilled  up  to  make  a 
better  grade  for  the  wallways;  the  little  streams  of  water  in  nearly 
every  valley,  with  accom])anying  i)lank  luidge;  the  shady,  W(tody 
places  wl»ere  the  wild  things  grow  with  [)erfect  freedom  as  if  ho 
cared  whetlier  wh(\it  grew  anywhere.  Some  wild,  neglected  ph'.cs, 
where  the  rocky    ribs  of  the  earth  were  above  ;)ic  s  urface  'jf  rli" 


<;'i-ouii(l,  were  looked  foi-  in  vain  to  buni])  ovci-  and  <iiv('  us  a  shaking', 
while  driving-  from  i)lace  to  place.  In  this  new  soil  we  eoidd  sec  only 
wheatfields,  eoj'ntields,  liclds  of  oats,  of  flax,  of  barley,  endlessly. 

The  i)rairie  <^i'a.ss  alon<^  the  roadside  was  full  of  wild  i-(jses  where- 
ever  tlie  ground  liad  l)een  disturlx'd  antl  atiain  neglected.  'I'he  native 
grass  was  full  of  wild  phlox,  of  beautiful  white  i)luines  and  tlowers 
of  various  shades  of  colors.  Yet  tliere  were  none  of  the  wild  bushes 
that  are  the  bane  of  the  farmer;  things  that  beautify  and  add  a  spice 
of  nature's  wildness  to  «nei'y  roadway  in  oui-  native  ]\Iassai'liusetts, 
such  as  I  found  it  in  my  lidi'S  :d>out  the  country,  so  familiar  to  my 
l)oyisli  eyes.  1  once  knew  where  each  I'urious  shiub  and  young  tree 
and  plant  grew ;  \\  here  the  birds  nested  in  each  tree  aloiig  the  road- 
way, when  1  went  to  school.  .Vh,  that  charming  old,  old  road\N  ay 
niy  schoolboy  feet  trod  wlien  on  the  pathway  to  learning  I 

That  old  roadway  was  once  a  sti'aight  line  u})  hill  and  down,  no 
matter  how  steep,  leading  from  the  east  to  the  west — how  far  ?  Pos- 
sibly from  Boston  to  Hartford ;  possibly  further.  On  its  side  was  a 
huge  rock  l)y  a  hill  called  ''IJattlesnake  hill."  I  fidly  renuMuber,  in 
my  small  boyhood,  my  father  taking  me  with  him — both  mounteil  on 
a  big  load  of  grain — to  the  mill  in  the  valley.  lie  pointed  out  the 
towering  rocks  and  said  **rhat  is  liattlesnake  IJock.''  I  Ix'came 
terror-stricken  and  asked  liim  to  drive  on  faster,  for  fear  the  rattle- 
snakes would  come  creeping  (»ut  and  )jite  me.  'J'hat  boyish  experience 
haunted  me  for  sixty  years,  and  as  I  had  exploi'cd  Minnesota  and 
the  Middle  West,  had  visited  the  'SSoo''  canal,  had  slowly  rumbled 
over  the  Canadian  Pacific  railioad  to  old  Montreal,  to  the  older 
White  Mountains,  to  the  (dd  ludj  of  the  universe,  I  resolved  to  execute 
a  wish  that  had  long  lain  unfultilled  in  my  mind — to  drive  over 
that  old,  perhaps  unused,  Ifattlesnake  hill  road,  to  the  faiinhouse 
that  had  covered  my  head  in  all  the  nights  of  nearly  thirty  ycvirs.  1 
was  not  quite  sure  that  Rattlesnake  hill  road  was  passable  and  was 
not  positive  I  knew  how  to  drive  to  it  from  the  pi-os])erous  New  Kng- 
land  town  in  which  I  was  lodging;  but  the  fates  favored  me  by  giving 
me  ''a  day  off,  "  so,  securing  a  livery  team,  and  all  alone  I  started  on 
the  trip  for  the  discovery  of  my  boyish  terror  of  so  long  ago. 

Such  a  hill  as  this  Minnesota  nexcr  saw.  My  good  steed  climbed  it 
umch  as  he  would  the  roof  of  a  house,  ])ut  tinally  reached  the  top. 
It  A\as  a  fair  road  for  travel  now,  though  once  almost  abandoned,  for 
a  w.)od  lot  had  been  cut  off  and  the  timlxT  had  l)een  hauh^d  over  it  to 
inarke'.;.  At  the  sununit  I  came  to  a  farmhouse  where  had  lived  sev- 
eral of  ui}-  schoolmates,    'J'he  present  owner  was  driving  a  load  of 
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hiiy  from  tlic  tield,  and  as  it  was  the  last  one,  lie  was  in  no  haste,  so 
Sto]  pp(l  to  answer  some  (luestions  I  had  asked  him  about  the  nei^^li- 
borhood.  Directl}' he  called  my  attention  to  nn  uj>rii;iit  stone  .erect- 
ed so  securely  no  one  could  remove  it  t'rou)  where  it  stood  upon  an 
elevation  by  tlie  roadside.  ''Why  was  that  cut  >tone  so  securely  erect- 
ed at  that  remote  spot':'"'  was  Ins  inquiry.  1  i;ave  u])  the  sohition  of 
the  question  at  once,  but  later — on  rellection. — was  it  possil)k'  my  fa- 
tlier  had  told  me  it  was  the  half-way  mark  between  B(jston  and  Hart- 
tordV  Measurinji,-  upon  tlie  map,  I  found  it  much  neai-er  llaitford 
than  Boston,  but  a  straight  line  dra^^'n  from  the  state  house  in  Hart- 
ford to  Beacon  hill  in  Jioston  passeil  right  over  this  old  stone.  Again, 
starting  from  Boston  and  drawing  a  line  on  the  maj)  tiftetMi  miles 
north  of  the  Old  Colony  lin<',  which  divided  Massacliuseits  Bay  colony 
from  Plymoutli,  following  its  trend  to  the  southwest,  we  came  upon 
this  old  monument  where  the  state  line  \vas  once  sui)])Osed  to  iiin 
between  jNIassachusetts  and  ( \>nnecticut,  now  further  to  the  south- 
ward since  a  i-orrect  surv(^y  was  made.  w.  i'.  i:. 

I.— lN(,)riKV  AM)  AXSWKRS. 
To  Wm.  T.  liohinson.  Editor  of  TJie  Southbridge  Herald: 

When  I  was  in  Dudley,  last  .hil}^,  I  drove  fi"om  Southbridge  to  the 
I5isco  farm  up  Rattlesnake  hill  road,  past  the  Durfee  ]>lace  in  Dud- 
ley. >[]•,  Durfee  calh'd  my  attention  to  the  old  stone  monument  near 
liis  house,  asking  ''wli}^  it  was  erected  there V"'  'That  monument  was 
located  tliere  for  a  very  definite  pm-jjose.  Can  any  reader  of  'JMie 
Herald  tell  whyy  >V.  P.  Kddy. 

On  Oct.  13,  1004,  the  folloNsing  ap})eared  from  the  jx'n  of  a  gentle- 
man whose  learning  is  broad— whose  interest  in  the  liistoiy  of  the  le- 
gion is  very  great — the  autlior  of  historical  ])amphlets  of  th<»  (^uina- 
baug  Historical  Society  : 

THE  Nt  T  lOVIDKNTLV  (  KACKKD. 

"•I  do  not  know  as  I  can  'crack  the  nut"  which  Mr.  Kddy  i)roi)Ound- 
ed  in  his  incjuiry  as  to  a  monument  beside  the  road  in  Dudley,  near 
the  top  of  Rattlesnake  liill,  but  1  can  at  least  suggest  a  theory  as  to 
the  same. 

in  lf)S8,  the  general  court,  sitting  in  Boston,  granted  to  \Villiam 
Paikei-  and  others  a  tract  of  land  about  (^)uant issit,  seven  miles  s(iuai'e, 
and  which  was  for  some  years  known  as  New  Roxbury,  afterwards 
as  Woodstock.  The  land  was  su])posed  to  lie  within  th(>  giant  to 
>h^ssachusetts.  'I'he  first  line  on  the  south  side  of  the  Massachusetts 
colony  was  known  as  the  ^Voodwal•d  and  SalVery  line,  and  was  run  in 
1(142,  alH)Ut  20  years  Itefore  ('onnecticut  recei\'ed  her  grant.  Aftei- 
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wjirdi*  a  di.^imte  nrose  ])etwefn  tlieso  colonic?*  as  to  tli^',  line,  jmhI  l>y 
an  amicable  anan^tMiient  a  new  line  was  survejed  in  1713.  Thi>  lin<- 
showed  tliat  the  Woodwaid  and  Satli-iy  line  was  M  roneoiis  anri 
that  about  .seven-eif^hths  of  \Vood.-tock  was  within  thf-  linjir-s  (>f 
the  Connecticut  grant,  still  it  was  agreed  that  Woodstock  should  ic- 
niain  a  Massachusetts  town,  and  Wood>t(H-k  accepted  this  -tate  ot 
attairs  and  acted  witli  3Iassachuserts  until  1747,  wlicn,  feeling  aggriev- 
ed as  to  certain  taxation,  it  severed  its  i-elation  to  the  Massachusetts 
colony  and  joined  the  Connecticut  colony,  in  1740.  This  grant  of 
Woodstock,  when  made,  was  in  Sutiblk  county,  but  in  1731  it  wa«  set 
oft' to  Worcester  county. 

After  the  grant  to  Woodstock.  .Massachusetts  granted  the  town  of 
Sturbridge  in  1729  (incoi'i)oratcd  in  173^;  and  Dudley  in  1731.  and 
their  south  lines  bounded  ui>on  the  Woodstock  grant.  Xow  when 
Woodstock  withdrew  from  Massachusetts  and  joined  with  Connecticut, 
all  tliat  territory  north  of  the  colony  line  of  1713  was  outside  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  town  and  becanlo  unap]>ropriated  i)roj>eity  in  Wor- 
cester county.  By  its  middle  location  between  Woodstock  and  Dudley 
and  Sturlnidge  it  became  known  as  Middlesex,  and  was  so  known  from 
1740  to  1704,  45  years,  wlien,  by  an  :ict  of  tlie  legislatui-e  of  Massachu- 
setts, it  was  anoexed  to  Dudley  and  .Sturbridge.  'i'he  ti'act  annexed 
to  Sturbiidge  was  about  five  and  one  third  miles  long,  jsnd  a  part  of 
that  tract,  sonie  2(X)0  acres,  afterward>  became  a  ))art  of  Southljridge. 

Xow  take  the  position  of  tlie  stone  in  (juestion.  It  would  be  about 
in  line  with  the  noith  line  of  old  Woodst(A-k,  and  also  with  the  e;ist 
line  of  Woodstock,  and  my  theory  is  that  the  stone  mai-ked  the  N.  K. 
corner  of  Middlesex  Gore,  as  it  existed  for  45  years,  and  shows  the 
width  of  the  Gore  at  that  point,  being  the  distance  therefrom  to  the 
present  line  of  Connecticut.  The  stone,  from  its  suri-onndings,  was 
evidently  placed  there  as  a  monument,  and  has  existed  from  before 
the  memoiy  of  Chester  Curtis,  the  father  of  Dr.  L.  W.  Curtis,  who  lived 
in  that  vicinity,  and  therefore  shows,  both  by  its  looks  and  tradition, 
that  it  is  of  extreme  old  age.  I  advance  this  theoiy  as  my  solution  of 
the  question,  arid  shall  feel  that  I  am  correct  until  some  one  shows 
better  reasons  for  the  stone  as  it  stands."  C. 


Xow  in  this  case  thrit  stone  was  erected  as  a  marker  so  that  men 
might  know  a  fact  of  imjxjrtance  —  erected  as  a  reminder,  ••lest  they 
forget."  They  had  forgot.  Tradition  had  failed,  for  Dr.  Curtis's 
father  did  not  know  and  probably  his  father  did  not  know,  or  omitted 
to  tell  his  son  the  reason  for  the  erection  of  the  marker.     My  father 
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told  me  evoi-ytliiii<2j  lie  knew  :i1)<)ut  Dudley  alfaii's.  Imt  iu»t  tlic  si;j,i!i1i- 
fMiice  of  that  stone. 

Iki^ht  here  eonies  in  the  iiiipoihiiicr  ot  hi>t(>ric  recoid  ;ni(l  tlic  \:ihie 
of  rceairm*!^  historic  facts  from  time  to  tiiiu-.  'J'lic  coi  rcspondcnt  "C'"' 
lias  fallen  hack  upon  historic  recfuds  and  an  impoi'tant  allair  in  its  day 
is  recalled.  The  line  bet  ween  IMassachu^en  s  and  ( 'oimecticut  was  not 
so  important  a  one  as  the  ^^reat  Mason  and  l)ixon"s  line  that  stood  as 
a  (Jihraltar  against  slavery  in  the  United  Stales,  l-'or  when  the  slave- 
holders Ijeat  against  it,  it  thi'ew  slavery  l)ack.  })ro\inii-  that  "Thus  fai- 
shalt  thou  ^"o  and  no  fartluM-.  and  here  shall  thy  \N  aN'es  he  stayed."' 

^V)u'n  a  boy  I  used  to  hear  aliout  the  ^'.Middlesev:  (Jore"  and  the 
dispute  re<i'arding  the  boundary  line  between  ("onneclicut  and  Mass- 
achusetts, but  know  nolhino-  of  the  details.  I  was  told  there  was  a 
section  between  Massachusetts  and  < '(»nnecl ieut  that  -'did  not  belonu; 
anywhere,  and  that  the  owners  of  the  land  i)aid  taxes  nowhere.*' 
How  very  lonesome  they  nmst  have  biM'n  not  to  have  been  allowed  to 
])ay  taxes  anywhere  ! 

I  find  that  when  a  petition  v>as  siu;ii('(l  by  a  nundter  of  residents  of 
the  town  of  Old  Hoxbury,  that  the  oeneial  court  ii,i-anled  theiu  a  tract 
of  land  seven  miles  sijuare  in  the  Ni}miuc  country;  the  court,  in  1083, 
,i;-ranted  the  i)etition  on  condition  the  or;,nt  sboidd  not  fall  within  that 
of  Dudley  and  Stought onV.  of  course  it  must  lie  south  of  the  ;^rants. 
If  this  monument  M'as  on  the  southeast  corner  ofllu'  I  )udlev  line,  a 
<^oiv  nni»:ht  lie  between  the  Dudley  <^iatit.  the  south  sid,e  of  tlu'  older 
Oxford  line  and  the  ^vXew  lloxbury"  line.  Of  coui-sc  these  old  lines 
and  llu'  st(Uic  monument  were  of  no  account  since  the  new  surAcy  and 
adojition  of  the  ('onneclicut  lin»'. 

[  am  o-lad  to  say  that  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  L.  B.  ('.,  who 
approaches  the  monument  (piestion  from  the  Sturbridgc  stand}ioint, 
and  so  takes  an  elTective  crack  at  my  hard  nut.  lie  says  :  '''J'he  south- 
west corner  of  the  old  Oxford  line  was  on  tlie  south  end  of  Tebanon 
liill  and  near  the  line  of  the  I'arker  Morse  i)lace.  The  south  line  ran 
east  15  degi-ees  north,  and  if  you  place  your  dei^'i'ee  instrumeiu  on  a 
U.  S.  sui'vey  maj*  you  will  see  that  it  run^  along  about  where  }()U  de- 
scribe that  stone  to  be.  Joseph  Dudley  had  the  south  jiart  of  the 
old  Oxford  grant.  It  scenr'^  to  me  ihat  it  would  In-  a  reasonable 
guess  that  that  stone  was  ]»iaced  on  llu'  line  of  l)udley"s:  date  about 
l()8(i.  1  shotild  not  Avonder  if  the  location  of  the  stone  cf»uld  l)e  seen 
from  Dudley's  southwest  cornel'  on  Lebanon  hill.  I  Tliaidv  you  for 
sending  fue  the  account  of  your  tinding  the  old  stone.  It  is  inter- 
esting, and  if  1  could,  would  visit  its  location."' 
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'Vho  BfMiuel  i)i'ov('S  that  T..  1>.  C.'s  <;in^ss  ^vas  tlie  right  one. 

The  toHowiiig  from  a  ti;.'ntl('iiiaii  avIio.-c  <»})inion  I  liave  a  liigh  re- 
gard for,  is  iiircicsting : 

'4  ain  a  litth'  skeptical  iu3'self  in  regard  to  the  stone,  as  it  is  cut  on 
tlie  top  very  nuieh  in  the  way  the  old-fasliioned  nioinniients  or  tonih- 
stones  were  out  and  it  is  niy  inijn'ession  that  it  is  )n>ss{blr  \\na  some  old 
fanner  living  thereahout  attempted  to  make  a  tonili-tone  for  his  f;nnil}- 
h)t,  or  some  deceased  memlx'r  of  Ins  family,  and  tinding  that  lie  had 
iK^t  chos«m  a  stone  adai)ted  for  carved  letters,  gave  it  up.  Amateur 
w^ork  on  tond)Stones  is  not  infrtMpient  around  l>udley.  There  is  a 
V(M-y  good  eNamj)le  of  a  flat  tield  stone  used  foi' t hi<  i>ui-[)oses  do wn 
near  the  (^uinehaug  ri\er. 

If  this  old  stone  is  a  l)onndarv  line  of  old  days,  I  will  be  glad  to 
join  yon  all  in  helping  solve  the  pi-ohlem  of  just  where  it  is  located 
and  what  it  signilies.  It  is  jjretty  hard  work  to  locate  anyt hing  l>y 
the  old  maps,  as  they  ai'e  not  di'awn  very  correctly  t(t  scali',  nor  ac- 
coi-ding  to  latitude  and  hnigitiide. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  remain,  sincer(dy  yours, 

S.  M.  C." 


"•I  I'eturn  clipping  from  the  S<>ut  lib  ridge  Herald,  with  the  sugges- 
tion tliat  Old}'  the  man  \sh(»  tinds  "seniions  in  stones,"  i-an  answer  this 
Rattlesnake  hill  C(nmndi-um. 

Yours  truly,  H.  I,,  n." 


II._l.()U\l)ATIOX  LAID. 

In  our  final  coir^iderat  ion  of  this  monument  (juestion  we  nnr-t  hegin 
at  the  foundation  and  work  upward,  doing  it  a-  (piickly  as  po-^ible. 
We  must  basi^  our  researches  ui)v)n  the  oiiginal  charters  ^^•hich  are 
found  in  the  case,  being  those  oi'  l'!\niouth  colon}',  IJliode  Island 
l)lantatioiis,  and  tlie  colony  of  Connecticut. 

^^'e  read  hriefly  regarding  tlie  planting  by  the  first  jx'ople  in  Xew 
Kngiand  that  ''On  December  •JH.  liSJO.  as  man}"  (d'  the  comjtany,  as 
could  witli  convenience,  went  on  shore.  f(dled  and  carried  timber  to  a 
spot,  designated  for  tlie  erection  of  a  tuiilding  for  common  use.'' 
Such  was  the  beginning  of  lM}'mouth. 

Again  we  read  that  "after  the  departur<»  of  the  adventurers  in  the 
Mayflower,  a  new  [)atent  dated  the  .'h'd  (d'  November.  Ki'JO.  was  grant- 
ed b,y  K'ing  dames  to  sundr}-  i»(M-<on^  in  Ihiglan;!  called  the  rh  niouth 
council,  of  the  territory  lying  l>et\veen  the  4()tli  aiul  isth  degree  of 
noi'th  latitude,  in  breadth  through  the  mainland  fi'om  >ea  to  sea. 
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'Plic  riymouth  jK^oplo  of  Tscw  I'liulniid  lind  iu»  charier  or  litl'"'  (»i 
tlit'ir  own  until  1030  wlx-n  llie  ('oiiiicil  .-old  to  W'illiimi  i'ladlord,  "all 
that  part  of  New  lMi<j:laiid  1\ in;;-  hctwrcn  Colia-sct  rivulet  on  the 
iioi-tli,  lh<'  Naia-aii'anset  rixcr  toward  the  south,  the  western  ocean  to 
the  east,  witliin  a  s{raii!,ht  line  extendinu'  u[»  the  uiain  land  a^  the  ut- 
most, limits  oC  the  >aid  rokauoket  extend." 

On  the  r.Mli  »»f  March,  l(12s.  tin-  same  council  sold  to  Sir  Ihuii-y 
l»oswell  and  live  others,  '•dliat  part  o!' \c\v  Ihi;j,land  iiicludi'd  between 
a  line  drawn  \\<'stward  three  luiles  south  of  cNciy  jtai't  ol'  tlie  < 'hai'les 
river,  and  anot  her  tliree  nnles  north  of  the  Merriuiac  i-i\('i- t'roui  t he 
Athintic  to  the  South  sea.'" 

'I'his  was  the  patent  of  the  Ma><aclni-<'tl >  Uay  colony,  and  we  mii-i 
observe  (dos(dy  1  hat  *'it s  soulhei-n  limit  \\as  three  uiiles  soutli  of  the 
lieadNN'aters  of  <  'harles  i-iver."' 

In  10;5."),  the  samecouncil,  acting;"  undei-  the  ori;^inal  charter  from]tlie 
kin^",  *i;ranted  the  I)id;e  of  llauiilton  "all  lands  between  the  Xarrai;an- 
selt  river  on  tlie  ea>l  and  the  Comiecticut  !i\-er  on  the  west,  l»a<d;  into 
the  country  a-  fai*  as  the  Massachu>et  I  -  line." 

Tlie  towns  -^eltletl  by  the  I']ni;Ti<h  west  of  t  he  ( 'onneciicut  ri\-er, 
tindini::  their  lands  were  claimed  by  the  hutch  a-  pail  of  tlie  territory 
of  New  ^'ork.  Jnined  wit h  t ho<c  cast  (tf  ihe  ri\ci- a nd  secured  atdiarter 
from  Charles.  Kini;-  (d'  Kni;iand,  coveriiu;-  the  Hamilton  ^rant.  which, 
observe,  "extended  to  the  Massachusetts  line." 

( )n  the  2  h  h  of  March.  IC.s?.  the  Indian  chiet-  of  tlie  Xari-ai;-an-ctt 
t  rilx'.s  deeded  t  o  Koi;'er  Williams  "the  land-  and  meadows  ujion  the 
two  fresh  ri\'ers  called  oshassu.cl:  and  \\  aiiasipiat  ucket  lYom  the 
i-i\  ('r  Pawcat  uc!;  t<»  t  he  *.!,'reat  hill  <d'  Xotaipioncaiiot  (»n  t  he  n<Mi  hw  e>l 
and  the  town  wf  Mashapaui^-  on  the  ^ve>!.■■  Notice,  this  puridia-e  ex- 
tended northward  to  include  all  lands  as  far  as  these  "fre>h  riv«'rs"" 
extended,  one  of  w  hich  is  now  known  as  the  rdackst(uie.  w  Ifudi  ex- 
tends noilhward  as  far  as  ^^■orcester  in  the  Mas^achu-<'t I s  patent. 

It  s(MMus  tliat  the  I']nL;"lish  kin^s,  audi  e\en  chart<'red  proprietor.-  in 
IOn,i;land,  had  no  idea  (d'  llie  boiiudaric-  ot  tlie  lands  ihey  sold  and 
;;a\e  away.  In  fact  the  American  iiraniees  were  (piite  foo-^y  re- 
i;'ardin^' the  extern  of  I  heii- w  ildeiaiess  [)o<scssions.  'I'hey  had  some 
idea  of  the  extent  of  riNcrs  and  ,-o  placed  their  lioundaric-  near  thcii- 
location.  In  many  i-ascs  diUcrent  charters  co\-ered  the  -am<'  tcnitiu-y 
which,  linally,  when  c<uitlict  iiu;-  interests  ahuii;-  the  line^  sjuaiUi^  \i\k 
led  to  no  end  of  bickei-;no-  and  in  many  cases,  bloodshetl. 

in  the  i-asc  of  tlic  May  colony  and  that  of  ( 'onnect icut,  the  we.-lei-n 
limit  wa>iuilie  air,  liccause  indelinite  :  and.  too,  it  ct»\-cr(al  territory 


iii-;iHt('(I  lo  the  Duke  of  ^■((^k.  Lntcr  llicy  claiiiit'i I  tcrriloi  y  \\«'.-t  of 
tliat  of  the  Duke  of  '\'oi'l\,  in  f'ciilisylN  ;itii;t  aiul  Ohio.  \\  hei  r  llicy  se- 
cured tlie  ••Western  1  v'eserxc  Imt  in  llie  former  slate  tlieii'  claim  \\a- 
ojjposed  by  the  I'ennsyh  ania  propriet oi-s  wlio-e  cliarlri-  w  as  >nst aiii- 
cd  a<;'ainst  tliat  of  ( 'onnccTicut . 

In  time.  pi-oprietoi-s  of  tlie  various  colonial  lands  sent  siii'^eyoi  -  in- 
to tlie  uilderness  to  estahlisli  hoiindai-y  lin«'S.  Tlic  earliest  ofllic-c 
were  Wood \\'ard  and  Sallery,  w  lio  wrre  em]doyed  hy  tlie  M as-;iciiu- 
setts  Bay  colony  to  r\in  and  eslabli^li  tlicii'  -ouilici-n  line  To  do  lid- 
tliey  followed  t  lie  ( 'liai'les  i'i\-er  to  its  extreme  licadwatrr  and  then 
measured  oil'  three  miles  southwank  thus  est  ahlishiui;'  I  he  extreme 
soiitheni  linul  (d' its  possessions  wliieh  wei-e  I'oiind  to  lie  in  the  town 
now  known  as  Wrentham.  'idiey  al-o  dii'ec-ted  thai  theii-  lint-  -hould 
i-ross  at  the  junction  of  the  l'i-ench  and  <^)ulnehau,!4  rivers.  The-e 
limits  estat)li-hed,  the)'  returned  lo  Bo-lon  and  took  pas-a*;e  to  the 
(onnecticul  riser,  where  tiiey  e>ialiiished  amtt  Ihm- sout  lu'iai  point  at 
r)i~s<drs  hou-t'  in  Wind-or,  which  i  he)  suppo-ed  to  be  due  \\e-t  (d'  the 
-tation  three  n)iles  sduth  (d'  (  harles  ri\ei\  iu>\\  in  Wrentham.  In 
fact ,  liowexcr.  it  ])ro\'ed  lat  ei- 1  hat  !li>seir-^  was  si  x  dec  rees  soul  h  of  t  he 
ea-t(M-n  point  of  observation,  oi- se\'en  miles  too  far  south.  'J'he  line 
to  the  Junct  ion  of  tlu- (j)uineb;iuii,' and  f'remdi  ri\  ('rs  cut  idV  a  Iar;j.(' 
slice  of  the  la nds  cdaimed  b)  !!hode  Island  at  the  northern  headwaters 
of  her  risers. 

^^'llen  con-ideriu;^"  t lie  cause  of  tlu'  eri'or.  it  occurred  to  me  that 
possibly  tiic)-  ma\-  have  used  t he  mai;'net  ic  meridian  foi- obser\ at  i(»n- 
rat  her  t  ban  t  lu' t  rue  one.  Id'om  a  close  examination  (d'  the  case  I 
came  to  the  coiudusion  tliat  the)'  de[)ended  upon  the  compas>  without 
makin:;-  aii)'  correction^,  ^\hieh  was  at  that  time  about  live  dei^rees  to 
l!ie  wesi.  for  a  line  so  Ion;;'  as  that  from  t  ho  stali(Ui  at  Wrentham  to 
the  Connecticut  ri\-er,  the  scncu  miles  ot  cia-or  to  the  south  ma)'  ha\'e 
been  made.  In  tlii-  hypothe-is  \\'e  assume  the)'  were  either  iuiioraiit , 
or  criminally  inditliu-em  lo  the  [■av\s.  «  )ii  a  careful  examinat ion.of  the 
facts,  I  have  been  comp(dled  to  ludievc  the)  were  i;uilt)-  ol  biMli. 
(  erlaiiily  when  ^urve)'i»rs  for  (  ouneci  icul  made  obsoA  at  ions  in  KlUii. 
the)'  found  that  \N'oodwai-d  and  SalVcr)'  had  made  a  mi-take  at  the  out- 
set,  asvuiiuM- i  hei]-  jp-st  <'aslern  st  at  ion  t  o  be  II  dei;-rc<'-.  T),")  minutes 
liorth  latitude,  when  it  was  in  fact  -12  dei;rees  ;{  miimtes  a-  it  now  lie- 
between  Massachusetts  and  ( 'oium'cI  itau  .  \\  bet  her  i-iu'h!  tu'  w  i-on;^,'. 
the  southern  line  of  Woodstock  ^\•as  b(dow  that  oi '^\■o!)dw  ard  and 
Sailer)-,  which  \\'as  in  fact  a!  the  jtoint  between  tw(»  and  thrtc  liiiles 
too  far  south,  constapu'iitl)'  all  territm')'  I)  ing  south  of  their  line  was 
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without  ({ucstiou  in  the  (.-oloiiy  ot  < 'oiUK'ct icut. 

Jii  171H.  liotli  colouics  ;i])|)<)int(Ml  coimuissioiicrs  wlio  iiuidc  surveys 
and  i-ei)()i1(Hl  in  fa\or  of  a  lin."  <|uit('  similar  to  lii.it  now  t'>la)»lislir(!. 
l)ut  ^lassaelnis^'tts  \\-as  to  liavc  ;;<)\  ('rniiit'!ital  juri-^dici  ion  o\  <'r  the 
tOAViis  wlfu'h  r('c''i\('  a  iiatcnl  from  her  and  were  scft  h d  liylici-  {tcop'c, 
wliic'li,  of  coui'sc,  included  \\'( »od-t ock.  Tlie  map  draAMi  at  tliat  time 
l)y  1  he  sui'vcy ors  IcK  tia'  old  stone  monument  on  llif  I)nrf(e  j)l:ic(' 
one  mile  and  lln-ee  (|uai1ers — as  it  measures  on  ihel'.S.  topoui'ajdii- 
eal  ma}i— !ioi1li  of  their  line,  or  alKuU  a  mile  mid  a  half  ahoxc  ila'  line 
as  it  stood  l)(d'ore  their  sur\'ey.  l>ul  the  eommi>si( mcrs  re(,-(M!;niz('d  it 
i)y  placing'  it  on  tla-ii-  ma]i  at  the  ea>t  td  the  (^Miinehamr  river,  and 
niakin;i' tlie  followini^  memoi-andimi :  ••S'"(sion('j  '•Momnuent  Nortli 
of  lU'cord."  ^\'hy  did  they  take  any  iiotiee  of  it  when  in  far!  the  y 
made  tlie  lino  to  he  only  120  rods  too  |;ir  north  at  tliis  i)laoe  and  Sa 
rods  nortli  at  the  rornei-  cd'  I'nion'.'  rcrha])'^  tl'!')'  did  not  know  what 
it  was  erected  foi\  hut  of  t!iat  mailer  we  w'lW  ohsci'vc  later. 

I  find  in  Ammidown's  Historit-al  Collections,  vol,  II.  \):\<j:r  'iCiS.  map-; 
made  in  ISI.")  showini;'  lands  to  he  iiicoi-porated  in  the  new  t(A\ii  of 
Southltrid^'e  :  '••  ilc^ijuiiiio-  on  the  nort lieast  comer,  'leini;-  a  heaj>  of 
stones  on  tlie  ( 'oiuiecticut  line,  thence  i-uiniinii"  north  0  decrees  \ve>t 
S!)  I'ods  to  the  momnn(.'nt,  so  called,""    This  wa<  w  here  Diulley 

and  Sturhrid;j;e  joined.  It  ai)|(ears  that  at  the  cornei'id'  I'nion  the  line 
was  85  rods  too  far  nort li,  at  the  junction  (d'  Dudley  and  St  url>rid<i:e, 
S!l,  at  the  east  t'orner,  120  rods.  This  is  thevuin  total  of  the  W Ood- 
stoclv  (lore,  wliicli  lias  heen  spoken  of  in  a  f(»rnier  letter  as  hein^ 
transferred  to  Mas^acdiu-^etts.  Mr.  (iore  aimed  to  liave  Woodstock 
sev<'n  miles  s(piare,  hut  did  in  fact  make  a  line  on  the  nortli,  7  mile.- 
and  -10  rods,  on  the  east,  S  miles  aiul  IMI  rods  on  the  south,  7  miles 
and  05  ]-ods  on  t  he  west . 

The  nort  herly  line  of  \Voodst(»ck  had  no  rel.-ition  to  the  soutlau'ly 
one.  of  the  Oxford  jiatent,  for  tlie  lands  of  Black  .h-nnes  l;ty  hctween. 
'J'he  Oxford  lands  w<'i-e  laid  out  on  (juite  an  anude  Kt  the  noillieasf, 
wliile  AA'oodstock  line  was  faii'Iy  straight  east  and  west.  dohn  doi  , 
who  laid  out  in  the  ^\■ilderlless  the  Oxford  lands,  als(,>  made  the  origi- 
nal survey  for  ])rimiti\-e  \\'oodstock.  Miss  Larned.  in  her  History  of 
Windham  County,  (luolini;'  from  old  recorils,  -tates  that  'die  spent 
eleven  days  in  making'  sur\eys  and  setlini;'  u]*  niomuiients  .diout 
Woodstock,"  in  ICSO,  the  year  ••the  thirteen  original  jiioneers  took 
■  ])0.ssession  and  made  a  drawini;'  of  home  lot>."'  Later,  ."iOO  acres 
wei-e  laid  out  to  Mr.  (iore  in  Th(»m])son. 

From  Dani(ds's  Jlisioiy  of  Oxford,  Mas.s.,  pa,i!,-e  7: 


•''I'lie  plan,  a  copy  of  wiiit-li  is  now  in  tlic  town  (.-Icrk's  otlirc 
ronii)r('lii'nil('(l  41,250  acfcs,  or  a  little  l<"^s  than  (15  .-([uaic  miles,  and 
was  2114  i-(k1s  or  miles  on  tlu' fa-t  side.  H.'MO  I'ods  or  abont  10\> 
miles  on  the  south;  1908  lotls  or  about  (>  milt-s  on  the  west,  and  .■{21<1 
rods,  or  about  10  miles  on  the  north. 

The  description  in  the  <leed  of  division  begins  at  the  southwest  cor- 
ner ol;  AN'orcester,  which  is  not  far  trom  the  present  Auburn  eentre. 
and  from  thence  the  line  inn  nearly  south  to  the  nol■(h^vest  corner  ol 
Mr.  Dudley's  ^-rant  ot  1000  acres  Ixd'ore  att'-nded  to.  and  thenc<'  south 
15  decrees  east  by  the  west  line  ol'  saiil  ^rant  to  a  point  about  1 
miles  southwest  ot  ^Vest  Sutton,  ami  a  mile  and  a  half  we-t  (d'  Man- 
chau*;'  ])ond,  called  ]\Ianchau<;-  eorner;  theiiee  west  15  (]«-iii-ees  south  to 
a  i)oint  norlh  of  r<'ter-  pond  in  the  east  part  of  1  )udley,  ami  tlu-nce 
on  tlie  same  course  cros<in>i,-  the  (^)uinebaui!,-  rivei-  to  a  ])oint  al»out  one 
mile  south  of  Soiithl)ri(lii,e  centre,  thenee  north  in(dudini;,'  the  main 
power  at  Southbrid<i,-e  centre,  to  a  [)oint  about  two  mik's  A\est  of 
Charlton  (  ity  (ni  the  Southbrid^-e  line;  thenee  north  S5  decrees  east 
to  the  soutln\('st  eorner  of  W'oicester.  eiKdt>>in<;'  besides  the  lucseni 
Oxford,  the  larj:;er  part  of  (  hai'lton,  aI»o\n  one-fourth  of  Aid)urn, 
one-lifth  of  ])udley  and  several  s(iuai-e  nnles  ol  the  north(MSt  i)ortion 
of  the  town  of  ISouthbridge."' 

Desirous  of  *;"ettin^"  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  <tldest  men  in 
Woodstock  whose  father's  holdiiii;-  was  included  in  the  ^Middlesex 
Gore,  1  wrote  him  recjiiestln;;'  that  he  ;j,ive  nu'  some  ti'aditions  iianded 
dowii  by  his  father  to  him.  lie  sent  the  following:  ••'inhere  was 
(piite  a  tract  of  land  taking'  in  part  of  our  old  farm  and  exteiidint;-,  to 
my  personal  kn!>wled*;e,  two  or  three  miles  west.  I  do  not  know 
how  Jar  north,  \\'hich  1  suppose  was  })ureliase(l  by  various  i)er>ons 
wlio  ]i(dd  ])eaceahl(^  iKtssession  foi'  more  than  15  yeai-s  called  the  Dud- 
ley lands,  or  jud<;'e's  (.ludge  I'aul  Dudley's),  w  liich  was  claimed  by 
the  heir,  a  (granddaughter)  daughtei-  of  Daul  Dudle}-,  son  of  (io\ernor 
Dudley,  by  right  of  g\)od  title.  Suit  was  brought  to  rec-ctver  the 
lands.  The  case  was  eventually  tried  before  the  sui)reme  court  at 
Washington.  Daniid  ^^'eb'-ter  was  em[»lo\ed  b}-  the  <lefendatit s.  who, 
tiy  his  greatest  ellbrts,  gained  a  \erdii-t  which  establislxMl  the  i>rin- 
ci]>le  in  law,  for  the  whole  count  r)  .  I  hat  t  he  pcaceal)le  possession  of 
land,  not  ])ublic  domain,  for  lifleen  \-ears,  created  a  legal  title  to  the 
same  by  the  j);irty  ui)on  the  estate.  The  o]t]>osing  council,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  noted  lawyers  in  the  couiitr}',  Mr.  Pinckney  of  ^lary- 
land,  aftei"  jdeading  one  or  more  days,  died  the  next  night  from  the 
ellects  of  his  strenuous  exertions.    1  tell  this  as  my  best  recollection 
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of  my  fathei-"s  sttitemeiits,  who  wa?;  oiio  of  tho^^o  who  [):iid  the  hiw- 
yer's  fees,  whicli  he  thou;;-ht  veiy  lai-*;*'."  It  i<  stated  l)y  Miss  Lamed 
ill  lier  Hi.^tory  of  \Vuidhaiu  County,  that  Mr.  \Vel>ste)-  received  .^1000 
for  his  services. 

The  foHowiii*;  reiiiiuiseeiiee  comes  to  us  from  tliree  (juarters  of  a 
century  past — tlie  lon^'  a^o  of  chihlliood  days  :  ''1  su})i)ose  you  \\'eiT 
too  youn<2;  at  tlie  time  to  now  recall  the  old  ^^'ildcat  stutVeti  with  liay 
that  was  shot  on  the  IJattlesnalce  hill  road.  'i'he  bo3'S  and  1  used  to 
drag  it  about  tlie  yard  l)y  a  stra})  tied  to  its  neck.  Father  showed  mc 
tlie  spot  where  it  Avas  siiot."" 

Not  being  satistied  that  Woodward  and  Salfi-ry's  mistake  was  ow  ing 
to  following  tlie  compass  too  closel}-,  I  re(juested  the  opinion  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  Atlantic'  Avenue  Inijuovement  Co.,  who  lias  liad 
a  wide  experience  in  this  city  as  a  surveyor,  who  re})orts  on  the  case  as 
follows : 

^•W.  r.  E.,  Esq..  Brooklyn,  N.  V.  Dear  Mr.  Eddy:  As  to  the 
Woodward  and  SatVery  line,  I  see  by  a  stud}'  of  Jioweifs  book,  a  copy 
of  which  I  found  in  tlie  historical  society  lil>rary,  that  they  never 
really  ran  a  line  at  all,  but  the  i)roblem  that  they  att«'iiipted  to  solve 
was  to  tind  a  point  where  the  line  should  cross  the  Connecticut  rivei-. 
The  steps  tliey  took  were  : 

1.  To  fix  the  initial  point  for  the  east  end  of  the  line  in  Wrentham. 

2.  To  determine  the  latituile  of  that  point,  which  they  erioneously 
fixed  as  41  degrees,  55  minutes. 

3.  To  tind  u  point  on  the  Connecticut  river  of  tlw,  same  latitude, 
which  they  stated  was  at  'JMsselTs  liouse." 

On  page  57  of  lioweiTs  liook  we  tind  that  Tay  lor  determined  the 
latitudes  of  the  jxTints  as  Ixnng  42  degrees,  2  minutes,  30  seconds,  at 
Wrentham,  and  41  degrees,  50  minutes,  30  sei-onds  at  liisselTs.  So 
xthat  Bissell's  liouse  was  not  due  west  of  the  >Vrentham  corner  l)y  G 
minutes  of  latitude,  or  about  7  miles  of  distance.  The  geological 
maps,  which  can  be  depended  upon  as  Ix'ing  almost  i)erf"ctly  accurate, 
show  the  northeast  corner  of  the  state  of  IMiotle  Island,  which  I  take 
to  be  the  \Vrentliam  corner,  as  a  little  over  42  degrees,  1  minute,  and 
they  show  a  i)lace  on  the  Connecticut  river  called  BisselTs  Kerry, 
which  is  the  landing  })lace  for  the  villag*'  of  East  Wind-or  Hill,  as  41 
degrees,  61  minutes,  30  seconds.  So  that  Taylor's  detenninat  ions 
were  not  by  any  means  perfect,  if  tlie  points  on  the  geological  majis 
are  the  same  as  the  points  he  was  working  on.  It  would  l)e  ([uite 
surprising  if  the  latitude  determinations  at  the  time  of  Taylor's  survey 
in  the  early  i)art  of  the  18th  ceiituiy,  and  .still  more  so  if  the  determi- 
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iiMtioiis  in  lG42(at  the  time  of  the  Woodwiirdiiiid  S;ilt<'ry  o])*ei'v;itio]is) 
were  found  to  be  corrf^ct,  wlicii  compared  with  tlie  i)reeise  deteiiniiia- 
tioiis  that  can  l)e  made  at  tlie  present  day-  Yon  will  notiee  that 
Woodward  and  ^Sallery  were  denominated  as  '  ignorant  sailors,'  proba- 
bly because  their  methods  were  the  ortlinary  methods  used  by  na\i^a- 
tors  at  lliat  time,  and  their  instrumejits  nur^t  have  l)een .  exceedingly 
crude. 

I  have  read  carefully  wliat  liowen  states  in  re<rard  to  the  boundai  y 
line,  and  have  also  consulted  the  '•'C\)llection.s"'of  .Vnnnidown,  and  found 
some  references  to  tlie  l)oundary  troul)!es  in  lledley's  collection  of  the 
Connecticut  colonial  records ;  but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  locate  tlie  reason 
t\)r  that  monuuient  that  you  rei'er  to  as  -standing-  at  the  brow  of 
l*attlesnak<' hill  on  the  road  leading"  east^  from  ^\'est  Dudley.'  'J'his 
momnnent,  of  coui-se.  is  tar  north  of  the  Woodward  and  Satlery  line, 
and  of  any  othei-  line  that  seems  to  have  been  claimed  by  Connecticut. 
It  is  nearly  in  ran«>e  with  the  easterly  line  ot  the  town  <d  Woodstock, 
but  their  north  boundary  line  is  not  statetl  anywhere  as  beinj;- more 
than  120  I'ods  north  of  the  i)i-esent  state  line  and  the  statement  that 
the  ^Middlesex  Gore,  which  was  annexed  to  the  townf^  of  Dudley  and 
South1)rid<^e  A,vhen  Woodstock  abandoned  it  in  becomin<i'  annexed  to 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  measuied  abo>i!  T'.j  mih's,  shows  that  it  was 
only  a  fraction  of  a  mil<^  in  width,  and  Aimnidown's  boolv,  which  con- 
tains maps  of  the  tovvnshii)s  of  Dudley  and  Southbritl*;*',  shows  a 
moimment  on  the  dividin«^  line  between  the  two  towns,  85  rods  north 
of  the  state  line,  which  must  have  been  the  n(^rth  line  of  the  old  town 
of  Woodstock  and  is  named  on  the  maps  setting;'  otVthe  towns  as  -the 
jjreat  momiment.' 

1  will  keep  the  matter  in  mind,  and  as  I  have  leisure  will  delve 
fu!ther  into  it,  and  will  advise  you  <»f  anything'  I  may  discover. 
\  ^'ouis  truly, 

Waltkk  M.  Mkskk'OJ/e." 

in.— Mom-:  lkjut. 

The  followinj^  from  the  ])en  of  Kben  JS.  Stevens,  Esq.,  settles  ful  y 
and  Ihially  the  whereabouts  of  the  old  tiee  that  was  the  marker  of  the 
s])ot  where  Woodstock  and  Thompson  joined  and  also  where  the 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  line  ran  btd'oi'e  the  erroj-  of  the  old 
survey  was  cori'ected. 

.Mr.  Stevens  says:  "'I'here  is  a  boundary  stone  where  Thomj»son 
and  Woodstock  meet  on  th<'  Dudley,  oi  state  line,  just  west  of  the 
l)ridge  over  the  (.]uine!)au<;-  liver.      Said  stone  is  situated  in  a  stone 


wall  and  near  a  l:irjj:('  oak  ti-cc.  Soiiu'  (li^tance  iioi  th  of  tlii.s  stone, 
but  1^!^^  than  120  rods,  their  stood,  until  ^onu-  15  y<-urs  since,  a  very 
lar^e  dead  oak  tree  situated  in  said  wail  at  the  Junction  of  another 
wall  running::  easterly  to  the  present  Southhridi;-e  road.  This  ti-ee  was 
say,  200  feet  W(\<t  from  preseiit  si-liool  house  and  uj)  an  old  roadway 
which  can  be  traced  now.  Said  r<»ad  arii\ini;-  at  this  tree  turned  a 
ni>-lit  angle  northerly,  eiossing  present  road  near  a  bi  ook,  and  cross- 
ing brook,  say,  two  rods  below  where  the  present  road  crosses.  Col. 
Allen  Hancock  told  me  al)out  this  load  which  jireceded  the  present 
one,  and  he  also  told  me  said  tree  was  the  southwest  coi-ner  of  the 
boundary  of  Gov.  Joseph  DuiUey's  lands  granted  him  by  James  I. 
(This  was  an  en-or,  for  it  was  in  fact  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
Black  James  reservation.)  This  tract  you  recall  in  Bowen's  Connec- 
ticut boundary  book.  1  liad  never  tlKuight  of  the  stone  at  Durfee's 
being  a  public  Ixuuid  until  you  called  attention  to  it,  when  1  placed 
it  at  the  northwest  bound  of  said  Dudley's  tract,  althougli  1  liavc 
no  authority  for  that  and  do  not  recall  the  measurement  of  said  tiact 
which  was  its  shortest  sid*-,  for  it  extiMuied  easterly  many  times  in 
width.  The  re-location  (d'the  colonial  line  you  s})eak  of  was  a  wedge- 
,shaped  piece  which  would  have  the  distance  across  dependent  upon  the 
location  where  measures  were  taken  (-18  rods  on  I'nion  line,  IH  on 
Sturbridge  line  and  120  on  'I'hompson  line),  if  1  can  get  a  little  time 
betore  snow  Hies  I  will  set  an  instrument  upon  the  old  oak  stumj*  to 
determine  if  the  Durfee  stone  is  due  north  from  that  point  and  w'lW 
write  you  the  result.  Any  further  information  I  can  give  you  w  ill 
nfford  me  pleasure.  Assuredly  would  a  call  from  y(»u  whenever  you 
happen  to  be  iu  Old  Dudley. 

^ Ours  truly, 

Er.KX  kS.  Stkvkns.^' 
This  letter  of  Mv.  Stevens  lets  us  into  the  realm  wlieic  there  is  no 
guesswork.  When  measuring  ui)on  the  1'.  S.  toi)ogiapliical  map  to 
tiud  where  the  old  Connecticut  Ixumd  might  have  been  between 
Thompson  and  \\'oodstock,  1  concluded  that  it  was  hal t  way  nj)  the 
Stevens  mill  [)ond.  'I'lien  the  thought  came,  why  not  w  rite  him  and  g  't 
facts  from  the  fountain  lu'ad.  We  have  Iheui,  but  some  ex{)lanation  is 
due  right  here  to  brace  up  those  already  secured  from  Mr.  Stevens.  I 
have  explained  how  the  old  Oxford  grant  was  divided,  and  we 
found  Governor  Dudley's  was  the  most  southerly— in  fact  bounded 
on  the  soutli  by  a  line  drawn  a  little  north  of  the  Peter  pond  to  the 
south  side  of  Lebanon  hill.  We  must  not  forget  that  Jauu'S  I.  nuide 
over  all  the  territory  In  America  from  the  40th  to  the  4Sth  ilegree 


iiortli  latitude — in  fact  from  tin*  center  of  New  .Jcrst'y,  to  the  nioutli 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  westward  to  tlie  ''Soutli  sea,"*  to  tlie  council 
of  l*lyniouth  in  England,  which  w  as  composed  of  1^4  of  his  favoi  ites. 
The}'  in  tnrn  issued  ])atents  to  vai'ious  lioldcis  as  they  pleased.  'I'he 
rant  of  the  **Uay  coh)ny"'  was  issued  l)y  this  riyniouth  council  of 
Kn«;land,  It  was  later  contirint'd  by  Charles  I.  to  jncvent  coniio- 
versy  regardin<2;  title.  Tlir  Oxford  territory  was  ^ranied  hy  the 
o-cneral  couit  of  the  Jiay  colony,  which  })Ossessed  jurisdiction  ov<'i-  the 
territory  covered  hy  its  charter.  'J'iiey  ieco_i;ni/.ed  the  rii^hts  of  the 
Indians  wlio  were  represented  hy  liiack  James,  a  convert  of  the  ajjos- 
tle  Eliot,  who  said  of  him:  "At  this  place  dwells  an  Indian,  Black 
.Tanics,  who  was  constituted  C(»nstal)le  of  the  praying  towns.  lie 
hath  api)roved  himself  diligent  anil  faithful  and  zealous  in  sui)i)resviiig 
sin.  And  so  he  was  confirmed  in  the  oilier  for  another  year."  Black 
James  was  allowed  to  i-eserve  lands  south  of  the  Peter  i)ond  and  Leb- 
anon hill  line  as  far  west  as  the  l)urfe<'  landmark  and  the  <jld  oak 
tree  tliat  marked  the  line  of  ^\'oodstock  and  'i'houips(jn.  as  well  as 
Massachusetts  and  Connet-ticut,  as  icf(M  red  to  by  Mr.  Stevens. 

'I'lie  west  line  ran  from  this  oak  line  tree  northerly  to  the  stone 
landmark  on  the  Durfee  place  w  hich  then  stood — as  some  s>i])i)ose — 
on  the  south  line  of  (Joxernoi-  Dudley's  liolding.  >h'.  Meserole  thiid^s 
it  one-half  mile  south  of  Dudley's  lin<*.  They  held  eastwaid  lo  the 
big  lake. 

This  Indian  I'eservation,  sliovv  ii  in  the  iua])of  1718,  the  Indians  made 
a  soit  of  conveyance  of,  in  1707,  to  (  Jov.  Joseph  Dudley,  '••resei'ving 
the  right  of  huiUing  and  fishing  on  the  lakes  aiui  i)onds  therein. " 
They  then  reserved  a  tract  five  miles  s'pinr<'  at  the  big  lake.  In  1724, 
NVilliam  Dudley  conveyed  back  to  them  a  tract  one  mile  square.  It 
was  a  i)art  of  this  estate  that  Joshua  Pegan  d(^ede(Lto  the  cluncli  ill 
])u(lley:  ^'Four  aci'cs  from  his  old  lield  in  consideiation  of  their 
sui>i)lying,the  Indians  with  convenient  pews  in  the  same."  1  icadily 
recall  that  in  the  later  building,  erected  in  1824,  their  •'convenient 
pews"  were  located  away  up  two  flights  of  stairs,  in  an  ol)Scure 
corner  ch^se  to  the  roof  in  as  inconsj)ieuous  a  ])lace  as  possil)le,  for  the 
l)ur})0Se  of  conforming  to  the  old  agreement  which  was  then  pi  acti- 
cally  ni7,  for  all  the  natives  who  survived  were  ••coi-inlled"  at  the  big 
lake  under  the  guardianshij)  of  the  '-State  agent  for  Indian  allairs." 
1  never  saw  an  Indian  in  the  church.  W  hen  the  liouse  w  as  remodeltnl 
al)out  1850,  th<'  **(.'onvenient"  Indian  >eats  were  .emitted,  as  tlu're  wei-e 
no  more  natives  to  contest  the  (dd  agreement. 
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On  the  Durfee  farm  in  Dudley. 
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I  well  reuuMiibcr,  that,  when  a  oliild,  I'jithtM-  uscil  to  take  luc  wirli 
him  on  his  ti'ijii^  to  ^^'('l)st(•l•.  I  Avas  nmch  ( ri,i!,lit('ii('(l  hy  tli>'  a]ti»('ar- 
aiK't'  of  tlie  iiii>;('i-al)lt'  (.'i-catiircs  w  lio  i'('])r('S('iiti'(l  tlie  I'eiuiiaiit  ot  llic 
once  lar^'e  Pc^'aii  tribe,  who  wei'c  l^iiowu  as  the  "pra yiiii;'  Indians,"' 
hut  were  o'rtaiiily  preyed  ujtoii  iinlil  not  an  acre  of  tei  i-itor\  w;is  lett 
to  1)0  called  theii-  own  "huntiii.u'  urouiid,"  for  the  white  iiianV  liie- 
water  was  destruetive  to  -'poor  Tjt"  and  lie  di>a]»peared . 

The  Dudley  Indians  were  of  the  i'e.uaii  li'ihe.  a  hram-li  of  tlie  \ip- 
unieks,  wlio  j)ossessed  a  lar^e  section  <d'  eentral  Ma^saclni-etls. 
l>ein;L;'  eon\'ei-ts  of  the  ajuxtle  i<]iiol,  they  heeaine  isolal ed  from  the 
*;-i'eater  i>ai't  (d'  thetril)e  further  Avest  who  joined  with  Kini;'  I'liilij)  in 
his  war  aji,'ainst  the  white  settleis.  'I'hev  were  dri\('n  froiu  the  lei-ri- 
tory  and  nearly  all  destroyed,  hein;j,'  iinohcd  in  Philip's  o\-ei1  hiow. 

Tlie  IN'^'an  trihe  at  one  lime  was  i^dxcrned  hy  a  s(piaw  chief.  1  re- 
call the  fact  that  ther*'  was  a  line  specimen  (d'  this  tri!)e  liviiii;-  in  the 
family  of  Allen  Hancock  when  I  was  a  yiuith.  When  a  soldier  in  the 
civil  war,  I  often  saw  several  Indian  soldiers  (d'  the  ( )non(lai;'a  ti'ihe  \\'ho 
were  doinj;'  duly  in  the  1th  New  ^'ork  hea\y  a rtil lery  regiment . 
Tliey  were  line  men  and  i;'ood  soldiers. 

Tlu;  consideration  (d'  the  (piestion  of  the  American  Indian  has 
always  heen  an  interestini;-  one  to  w  hite  men  who  (li<co\ ci-ed  him  on 
this  continent .  'i'his  i<  not  the  i»lace  for  di-cu<sion  (d'  t  he  (pie-lion. 
hut  a  few  words  re^ardini;'  it  may  not  he  out  of  place  here,  w  lien  we 
recall  the  I'act  that  many  of  thiM-oppei-colored  rai-e  were  di^otirtd 
in  Dudley  l)y  t  he  a]»ost  le  Mliot  of  blessed  memoi-y.  'i'he  ]\ui  (»pe;'n 
})ioneers  in  Amei-it'a  wei-e  evei-  in  cojitact  w  ith  the  aboi  ii;inal  man,  so 
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tlial  t'o!"  iioui'ly  tlirci'  ccnnirics  the  lii>t(»ry  <»!'  pioiicci-  lite  !»c(mi 
\\i"itt("n  ill  the  hlood  of  hoili  r;ico-.  TIh-  (.'(inllii-t  cduld  n^t  (•<-;i-<'  until 
the  wciilvcr  rnc'c  was  sul»iu;;atc(l. 

Kroin  recent  a(h'anee(l  sliulies  in  etlni(»l(»ii\ .  w <•  are  led  t o  helicNc 
that  there  were  two  distinct.  (|uitc  unlilce,  classes  id'  jieople  in  remote 
times  on  this  continent.  They  n\('i<^  tlie  •'r(»und  hejided"  and  the  ••loiii; 
headed"  i)e()ple.  The  t'oi-mer,  from  similarity  to  tliose  now  known  to 
he  there,  wvvc  uiKjiiestionahly  from  ^outh«'rii  Asia.  The  ^doii;;-  head- 
ed" men  W'<'re  from  the  extreiiH'  nortiieru  regions  of  t liat  cont ineiii 
where  the  human  race  was  cradled.  Later  dist-o\cries  in  Mexico  and 
Central  America  >liow  that  llie^-round  headed""  man  was  tlie  tirst  emi- 
*;rant  to  America,  and  tlial  lie  was  reprex-iited  there  by  an  <'normuu- 
liopulatioii  at  the  date  when  the  i;laciers  c.\t(  nded  as  f;ir  soutliwe-t  a- 
th<*()liio  \alley.  \\'iien  these  receded,  tlie  ••round  headed""  people 
followed  northward  as  I'apidly  as  a  suhsistciu'c  could  he  sei'ured. 
'{"hey  erected  tlie  mounds,  so  mysterious  to  us.  and  other  defcn>ive 
military  works  in  the  cenlral  part  of  our  counli-y.  Skulls  of  tiie 
•••round  headed"  men  have  been  found  in  the  ;;lacial  drift  (d'Ohio. 
These  were  ([uite  unlike  the  American  Indian.  a<  lMiroi)ean>  knew 
him,  he  was  the  ••Ion*;'  headed"  man  who  had  the  lonu'  jaw.  hii;h  cheek 
h(»nes,  In^h  thoUi;h  receding-  forehead,  st rai^lit  hlack  hair.  He  was 
not  the  one  who  erected  t he  mar\el lous  iiKtund-  in  America,  for  h<^ 
never  did  anything- he  was  not  compelled  to  do.  He  hunted  that  he 
mi^hl  eat.  Jle  made  war  on  others  that  he  mi^'ht  de\our  their  suh- 
stance.  IJe  was  the  cousin  of  the  dews,  {'ov  he  came  from  the  mirth  of 
Asia,  from  whence  .Vhraham  (Miieru'ed  to  Ix'come  tin-  ])r<t;;<'nitor  of  the 
Hehrew  people.  There  are  i)ro()fs  that  the  heads  of  tlx-  JiKlian-  and  the 
ancient  Jews  A\ere  much  the  same,  \\  hen  the  '-round  headed"  people 
were  livln*;- in  cit ies  and  possessini;-  a  lar^c  decree  of  civili/ation  in 
the  south,  the  Indians  of  the  northern  part  (tf  the  continent  \\('re 
nomadic  as  the  wolf,  or  tlieii-  ancestors  w  ho  ro\  ed  over  norl hei-n  Asia  a 
thousand  years  Ixd'oic  any  (d'  the  race  miiiiated  to  America. 

We  mi«^ht  not  have  looked  for  the  possiI)ility  of  civili/ation  and 
Cliristianization  of  the  Indian  had  w  (^  considered  that  for  thou>ands  of 
3'ears  liis  ancestors  in  Asia  and  America  were  as  wild  as  himself,  as  free 
fi-om  intellectual  develo})iuent  and  moral  force,  an  ancestry  as  wild 
and  fre«'  from  restraint  as  men  could  be,  with  an  environment  shared 
with  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forests,  both  inherited.  We  could  not 
e  <pec^  a  dcN'elopmcnt  under  suc-h  circumstances  tMpial  to  that  ])erhaps 
of  iiuMvidnals  of  the  same  st(.)ck  w  ho  may  ha\'e  migrated  to  centi'al  or 
northei'ii  Euro\)e,  thence,  as  brave  old  vikings  to  [England,  where 


iinii^iin;^-  willi  Aii«>l(',  Sa\<in  \(»rm;iii  1)I(mkL  siu-l-iiiij;-  fi^MMlom  fiom 
inutlit'i-  l)i-<Msts.  wnui^'  lihci  ty  tVoin  Kiii;^-  .loliii  ;il  KutiiiyniiMlr  ; 
iiii;^"ral iiij;'  iii;'ain  to  the  new  woi-hl  to  set  up  a  ^ovci'iniH'iit  ol  tlic 
j)(Mt[)lo,  by  the  })('()))|t',  tor  tlif  jM-oplc.  a  (i»'^^('<'  of  fit't'doiii  only 
fcstraiiieil  l)y  laws  such  as  men,  soii\e  masters,  many  slaves  fi-om  ohi- 
workl  tyranny,  never  dreamed  as  possi))]!'  amon2:  men. 

'I'liere  was  on  the  Hlaek  .lames  re-ei-\ ati<»n,  I)eiiiiminj2,'  on  the  east 
at  the  ("onneetieut  line  tree  and  DurtVe  landmark  lin<'.  a  nariow  strip 
of  t<'rrit(.>ry.  possibly  a  half  mile  east  and  west,  and  a  mile  and  llnce 
quarters  north  and  south,  «'Xten(hni;'  soutiierly  lo  the  Woodstock  line 
assio-ned  to  Hutchinson.  West  of  this  \\as  a  holdini;'  assiuiied  to  one 
AVade,  of  \\iioni  we  can  gather  no  information.  On  the  old  maj)  <d 
1713  tlie  Quinebau^^Ms  leiiresenl ed  as  pas-in^-  t]iroii;;li  the  center  of 
Wade's  lioldin*;",  with  wliat  is  now  West  Dudley  on  the  noi'tli  side  of 
tlie  plot,  and  cutting'  rhrou^h  the  south  jiai't  of  Hutchinson"-  t<'i'rit(»i  y , 
where  the  Stevejis  pr(»pei-l  \-  now  lies. 

Of  llie  h<)lders  of  the  Oxford  })atcnl  wcjindthat  .M:iJor 'riiompson 
was  one  of  the  Uieinbers  of  ihe  I'ln^lish  corixu-at ion  for  the  })urjiose 
of  propa*;afion  »d'  the  i;-osp(d  in  New  lMu;iand,  and  that  "he  was  ably 
assisted,  in  his  eflbi-ts  toward  ellectinn-  .-(n  act  of  incoi  porat  i<jn."  Iiy 
Kiehard  llutehinson. 

I'ldward  >\'inslow  ol  i*lymouth  cobmy  was  its  au'ein  in  KJtit. 
Stoughton,  who  was  connected  with  (.ovcrnor  Dudley  in  all  his  dpei-- 
ations  here.  Ix'came  a  benefacl(U-  ol  Hai-vard  colle^•e.  lilackwtdl  was 
a  i)ersonal  friend  of  (io\'ernoi-  Dudley.  I'reak  and  (  ox  wt-re  ]']n;^iish 
fi-iends  of  the  corporat i<jn.  !  conclude  fr(uu  the  i;roupinn'  of  tho-e 
wlio  w<M-e  in  this  corporation  in  iOn,i;land  and  America  that  IJcibeii 
llufeliinson  of  lMi<i,land  was  the  ;i,rantee  of  tliis  small  holding'  ^Ncst 
of  tlie  north  and  south  line  fiom  the  oak  t  ice  to  Durfee's  landmai  k. 

NN'est  of  the  \Vade  estate  was  a  tract  of  land  then — 171.'} — \inassi<;'ned. 
whicli  finally  came  under  t  he  juii^dicl  ion  <d  the  town  of  Sf  urbridne, 
when  it  was  incori)orated.  It  is  now  a  ]ia!  t  of  Soul  hbi  id^e,  whicli 
was  taken  fiom  St urbridnc  lieyond  lay  the  lerritory  (d'  which  Stur- 
brid;;e  was  formed  in  1721),  but  iloes  not  ti<i;ure  at  all  (Ui  the  map 
When  Dudie\-  was  incorporated  it  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  (iov. 
Dudley's  north  line,  inclosing  live-sixths  of  (Iov.  .Joseph  Dudley's 
shar<'  <jf  Oxford.  The  sixth  lay  at  Ihe  eastern  end.  On  the  east  it 
was  bound<>d  by  the  big  lake,  on  the  south  by  i  he  ( 'onnecl  ii-ul  line, 
on  the  wesf  by  ••.Medli<-ld"  (Old  Sturbridge). 

There  is  much  diliiculty  in  locating  the  varioii-  places  of  today  on 
the  iiuip  of  171H,  because  ii  w  as  draw  n  on  i  he  scale  (d   K)()  pei  ches  to 


tilt'  inch,  wiiilf  for  coiivt'iiiciu'c  (lie  lit li(><;i';ii)lii(,-  (•(»]>y  is  dii  ;i  (IKVcfeiit 
scale. 

The  tinal  (luestioii  to  settle  is:  \Vliy  was  this  old  laiuliiiark  cicclcil 
on  tlie  Hutcliiiison  assi<i,'nin('iit ,  whicl)  was  no  pai't  <»f  the 
patent  y  Not  on  Jlutehinson's  ac('(»unt.  'riicic  w  ere  otlu  i  s  than 
Axiiite  men  interested  in  tliis  honndary  (jnc.-lion.  Thc'y  were  tlx- 
nati\'e  holdci's  of  the  land.  'I'hcy  w^'vc  i.-ce( (^ni/cd  as  the  <;rantors, 
Their  honndaries  were  to  he  marked  so  as  to  ])e  niuinest ioned. 
(^overiK)r  DutUey  was  a  Jnst  man.  and  a  friend  (d'  the  Indiatr<  as  well 
as  (d'  the  whites,  lie  reeoi;ni/.ed  t  he  propi-iet  orshi[»  (d' t  he  nali\  c  holders 
(d'  the  lands  he  bt»ni;ht  and  paid  somelhini;-  loi-.  I  as>nme  when  the 
snrA'ey  was  made,  this  old  landmark  was  set  np  so  that  e\-ery  hulian 
wlio  passed  o\-er  that  trail  —  from  the  lake  where  they  donTn  iled  to 
tlie  westward  across  the  (^tuinchanu- neai-  \\'e>l  I  )udl(\\-  and  a  1«  )n,i;,' t  he 
trail  to  the  \vest  o\-ei-  Lebanon  hill,  where  the}'  came  npon  the  \N'ood- 
stotdi  trail,  or  nj)  the  stream — ctudd  look  npon  his  landmai'k.  that 
stood  (HI  the  west  side  of  his  i-eservat ion  and  think:  "'i'hns  lai-  shalt 
thoii  i^'o  and  no  fart  he i-,  and  lu'rc  shalt  tliy  possessions  l)e  <tayed  ;  Oh. 
ye  i)ale  face!'"  Where  lari;e  ticcs  stood  in  c(.n\enient  places  in  the 
wilderness  they  niai  ked, 'tomahawk  mai-ked,"  t  hem  as  coi-nei-  honnds. 
i)ecanse  the}'  were  lik(d)'  to  out  Hnc  t  wo  or  t  hree  general  ions  of  men  and 
wonUl  stand  tliere  to  t(dl  vi'  the  line  in  the  far  fnlni'e.  If  iheic  were 
no  lar;j,'e  ti-ees  in  snilahle  ]>laees.  a  stake  was  drixcn  in  the  ^'ronnd  and 
a  i)ile  of  stones  was  tlirown  aronnd  it.  which  wonid  last  lor  a  ^'eiiera- 
ti(.)n  as  a  landmark.  Snrve\drs  conhl  i-eadily  tind  it.  A  farmer  wonld  call 
Ills  sons"  attention  to  it.  On  tftwnshi])  lines,  the  law  re(piires  a  [(cram- 
hnlation  e\'er}'  teJi  years  to  examine  the  corner  lionndaiies  and  recall 
them  to  the  ]iotice  of  living'  men.  W  hei'e  there  wci-e  no  hi^  trees  at 
hand  and  an  important  corner  \\\i\<\  he  niai  ked  so  that  no  error  shonUl 
e\'e!-  occni-  and  dispntes  ai-ise,  a  large  stone  w  as  set  nj*  secnrtdy  wiuMc 
"Jie  wlio  rnns  may  read,"  W'r  mnst  i-ememher  that  this  was  the  tirst 
(luit-claim  of  territoi'y  hy  the  Indians  to  the  whites  in  th<*  region. 
Anotlier  reason  for  setting  np  this  stone  nur<t  he  considered,  (iovei'ii- 
or  Dudley's  and  the  Indian  lands  adjoined  from  the  hig  lak(  to  the 
landmark,  'i'here  mnst  be  no  dispnte  between  so  good  friends  as  they 
always  w(M-e.  abonf  the  line  between  them. 

The  following,  ([noted  from  a  letter  recei\ed  from  one  whose  testi- 
mony is  second  to  none  in  the  region,  confiians  t  ht^  .-tatement  that  such 
honndary  stones  were  set  np  t(»  show  where  lines  \\ei  e  rnn  between 
f]ie  whites  and  the  Indians.  If  snch  stones  were  s(.'t  \\\}  in  one  place, 
they  we!e  likely  to  be  in  another: 


'•1  am  partirulai'ly  intt'i-esicd  in  llic  idea  tljat  th<'  .^toiif  is  a  hound 
hci  ween  the  w  liitc  man  and  the  Indians.  I  I'ound  one  exactly  lik<'  ii 
in  Hrimlicld.  wliicli  apiicais  to  Ix'  anotlier  of  the  sam<^  kind;  a  hound 
<d'  tlic  tract  that  >\'attcd('wkin  and  Xakin  pivc  to  John  Kli(jt.  TIh' 
l^liot  stone  is  in  tiiick  woods — is  cvimi  itartially  liidib-n  hy  tiie  tionolis 
ol'  a  hendock.  X<»  one  luiew  (d  its  hcini;-  ilinc.  I  found  it  hrcausc 
t  he  hea  fine's  <d'  lines  led  me  to  h>ol<  in  that  }daee."  There  may  he 
moi"e  of  tlie  "^oft  hi(hlen  away  in  tli<'  dense  forcsf^.  quite  nid^nown  to 
white  men  ol'  today,  and  if  found,  no  one  could  t(dl  \\]iy  they  n\cic 
set  up. 

'riie  fore<i"oini;'  was  i'omj)iled  ludofc  M f.  Me-^erole's  decisions  were 
j)rei»ared  and  dtdivercd  t(»  me.  His  dci-isions  nre  linal.  If  they  li;id 
heen  a\'erse  to  mine  j  had  no  rei-our.-e  hut  wa\-e  aside  my  judiiiiu'iu 
antl  sidtmit  to  his,  for  his  findinii's  are  professional,  hecause  fouaided 
upon  tlie  work  of  comjietent  sur\eyors  who  laid  out  the  town  hound- 
aries  wliicdi  were  to  he  forever  heyimd  (juotion  in  accuracy.  'The 
map  he  suhmittetl  to  me  std)stant  ial ly  agrees  w  it h  one  tui  nished  i)y 
L.  B.  ('.,  so  far  as  the  line  is  concerned,  as  it  rmis  fi-om  ^\'est  Dudley 
to  l.el)anon  hill,  which  ai^reement  is  (|uite  remarkahle.  They  also 
a<;ree  on  the  westerly  line  past  Marcy's  mill.  ( »therwis<'  there  is  nmch 
di\'er<;enco.  I  am  much  i)leased  to  liave  Mr.  Me,>.(^i<)!<''s  jirofessiona! 
findin«;-s  agree  with  my  prec<uiceive<l  o)iimon  i-e<^ar(linu-  the  fact  that 
l!ie  Durfee  stone  marked  the  sidf  of  the  lilack  dames  reser\ation. 
Had  he  not  au'reed  with  me  and  decided  that  that  -lone  was  not  (ui 
any  line  or  corner,  I  should  conclude  1  had  au"ain  cracked  my  tim:er-> 
instead  of  the  ''hard  mit,"  scoring  anothei-  failure,  relegating  the  o!d 
marker  to  the  limlxt  <d'  the  everlast  ing  unknot  ahle,  (u-  comduded  it  imr<t 
he  an  iiimamed  gravestone  of  some  erratic  pioneer  who  wishetl  to  liand 
down  th(!  coimndrum  never  to  he  answered — "whose  gravestone'.'" 

Those  who  care  to  l<jiow  the  exact  facts  ahout  the  old  landmaik  are 
greatly  indehted  to  Mr.  Meserole  for  his  lucidly  professional  display 
of  facts  in  the  case,  for  they  were  (pnte  heyond  the  grasj)  ol  an 
amateur. 

1  herein  eindose  his  letter,  het-ause  in  it  he  makes  the  tinal  crack  at 
our 'diard  nut."  In  doing  so  he  throws  olVth**  -^ludl,  exposing  the 
kernel  so  that  the  <piestion  is  answered  to  the  «-al i'^fact ion  of  those 
who  liave  discovered  the  facts  in  the  case.  l-'or  lii-  judgments  are 
hased  upon  a  large  exi)erienee  in  his  pr(dession  as  a  city  surveyor, 
Jlis  standing  in  it  is  such  that  lie  is  now  intrusted  w  ith  tlie  superintend- 
ence <tf  a  work  wliere  ahout  five  million  dollars  are  to  he  exjx'nded 
ujion  the  improvement  of  a  railroad  in  the  heart  of  our  city  where 
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difHeult  en^-in('(3ring'  i))-ol)l('ins  arc  to  be  solved  coiistaiitly.  I  will  ^ny 
ll)at  he  entered  upon  thi><  iiiatlcr  as  a  liit  of'  iccrcatic*!),  otlnM  w  i-c  Iw 
mi/^lit  justly  be  seiidin*^  lue  a  l>ill  of  scNcial  buiidrcd  dollars  tor  -'pro- 
IVssional  services  rendered."  lie  look  it  up  upon  my  (pie>lion  of  how 
far  the  eomj)ass  nH<;-lit  have  varied  from  the  true  north  in  the  Wood- 
ward and  Satli'ry  survey  of  the  southern  line  of  Massachusetts.  His 
ability  to  grasp  the  matter  (puckly,  grew  out  (d'  the  exijerience  he 
ae(juired  in  making-  road  majts  for  the  League  of  Ameiiean  Wlieelmen 
which  covered  a  large  teri-itory.  lie  carefully  revised  Ins  woi  k  with 
me  and  finds  he  has  made  no  error  (d'  note.  I  regret  that  he  did  not 
find  that  the  south  line  of  Colonel  iMidley's  holding  of  the  Oxford 
lands  did  not  pass  over  t he  1  )in-fee  landmark,  but  he  does  i-onclude 
that  it  stood  on  the  western  boundary  of  the  Blaek  James  re<er\ation 
beside  the  old  Indian  trail  to  th<'  westward  from  the  lake  o\ei-  l)udley 
hill  to  the  (^uinebaug.  See  Leatlet  No.  7.  page  tt2.  for  \\  ooilward  and 
Sallery's  maps. 


'I'he  abov(?  diagram  shows  tlie  Oxford  mai»  as  drawn  in  171.'^,  a-* 
surveyed  in  17r)3,  i-educed  one-half  from  that  scimi  in  the  liuwen  book, 
so  often  referi-ed  to  in  this  sketch. 

The  territory  end)raced  in  the  map  of  the  conunissioiuM-s  of  1713  in- 
cluded the  Oxford  grant  of  1G83,  as  seen  above.  To  the  we-t  they  em- 
braced all  tlie  disputed  territory  as  far  as  the  Cojuieetieut  river.  The 
connnissioners  for  the  two  colonies  to  settle  the  disputed  boundai'ies 
were  William  Whiting  and  \A'illiam  IMtkin.  The  surveyors  were 
Samuel  Thaxter  for  Massachusetts  and  the  \\(dl-known  Col.  AVilliam 
Chandler,  of  ^Voodstoek,  for  Coiniectleut.      They  then  established  a 
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line  which  is  ;>"('ii('r;ill y  su])i)()S('(l  to  he  (hie  fast  and  west,  )»ut  wliicli 
varies  nine  cU'<;r(M's  to  the  north,  and  as  the  soutli  line  of  (iov. 
Dudley's  shares  of  Oxford  ran  west  liftcen  dej^recs  south,  we  may 
readily  see,  as  ahov<',  that  those  ('onvfr^ini;-  lint--  wotdd  fall  to^^-cthfr, 
if  the  latter  was  drawn  westwaid.  and  unite  near  Ilateht-t  pond,  in 
Union,  at  its  iiortlierly  end. 

These  eoniinissioners  and  surveyor^  demonstrated  the  absurdity  of 
Woodward  and  Satlery's  line  so  that  .Massaehus<'tts  abandoned  the 
claim  to  the  territory  south  of  tli<'  line  at  this  time  established. 

'i'he  moist  southeiii  line  is  that  which  di\idt's  Massachusetts  from 
t'onnecticut  at  the  ]>resent  time.  The  oiu'  next  al)ove  is  the  <_»ld 
northern  line  of  Woodstock  before  the  corrections  were  mad(\  The 
left  vertical  line  from  the  laltei-  noHhward  is  the  westerl}'  Ixjundaiy 
of  AVade.  To  the  eastward  lies  Hutchinson's  between  ^Vade■s  and 
Black  James',  Thi^  space  was  too  narrow  for  inserting;  the  name. 
The  star  on  tlie  western  side  of  lilat'k  James'  reservation  under  the 
word  "Black,"'  is  at  Durfee  landmark'. 

Be»;-inninf;"  in  tlie  southwest  corner  of  tlu'  Oxford  })atent — it  is  con- 
ceded—on the  south  side  of  Lebanon  hill,  two  and  a  half  nnies  west 
of  the  (^uinel)au«>-,  passing  eastward,  we  lind  that  the  line  crosses  the 
river  at  the  >Vest  Dudley  milli)ond,  thence  passes  a  little  ncii  th  of  the 
Durfee  stone,  thence  tiirougii  the  Deacon  Curtis  farm,  a  tritle  south 
<d' the  house;  a  short  distance  to  the  east  it  cross-.-d  the  county  road 
and  ran  along  Avhere  an  old  wall  once  stood  in  a  pasture  of  the  Pa>  iie 
])lace;  thence  it  ran  over  the  big  lot  on  the  then  Newell  place  to  the 
l)resent  noi-th  line  of  the  Bisco  farm,  beginning  at  the  cast  side  of  the 
north  and  south  road  on  which  the  Bisco  and  Tayne  houses  stand, 
it  continued  along  that  north  line  of  Bisco's  t(»  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  farm,  tlnMice  to  a  point  a  half-mile  north  of  Peter  pond.  1 
know  sometljing  about  the  Bisco  farm  and  its  north  line,  and  1  (jueried 
often  how  it  sliould  happen  that  so  long  a  stretch  of  straight  line 
could  he  S(M*n  as  that  wliicli  I'an  from  the  Deacon  Curtis  place  over 
the  Duidiiriu  hill  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  th*^  lane  on  the  Edunnids 
place,  altogether  a  line  of  the  same  angle  of  more  than  a  mile.  1 
have  a  vivid  mental  picture  of  the  grouml  in  ihn  ]*ayne,  Newell 
l)asture  where  the  stone  wall  once  crossed  the  big  field  whicli  was 
obliteratetl  wlien  Ne\\(dl  cdeared  up  tlie  lot.    A  serious  undeilaking. 

^Vhen  the  county  road  was  constructed  it  cut  oil'  the  north  end  of 
the  l)ig  lot  on  the  Deavens  hill  farm.  This  added  to  the  Newell  farm 
so  much  cleared  land, — the  rest  t)f  the  l»ig  lot  was  w  ild.  Before  the 
<-omny  i-oad  was  built,  the  east  and  west  li-allic  passed  on  the  now  di  — 
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('onthnK'd  old  road  Iroiu  Dudley  liill  pa^l  lallici-'s  liouso  fthe  Hisco'^;), 
W(»fitward  i»ast  Dui-lcc's.  the  KatlleMiake  hill  t(»  tlie  (^hiiiiehau^-.  'I'hat 
liill  and  others  foreed  the  (.•omit}'  I'oad.  'I'he  old  one  Avas  jr^od  enough 
loi-  au  Indian  trail,  and  later  hors(diaek  i-iding,  hut  not  for  the 
farmers'  ehaises,  and  the  sta;j;'e  e(»aelies.  >fy  fatlier  hou»;lit  tlie 
Leavens  liill  place  in  1S42,  when  1  was  .1  lad,  and  I  am  i|uite  sure  he 
ne\('r  knew  anythinii' al)out  the  cdose  pi-oximity  of  tlie  Dudley  south 
line,  or  he  would  have  called  my  attention  to  it.  lie  did  tell  me  that 
'^all  this  section  was  inclnded  in  Oxfoid  at  or  before  the  date  Dudley 
township  was  set  off."  In  fact  all  south  of  his  north  line  clear  to 
Woodstock  was  in  the  old  Indian  reser\ation.  lie  of  course  knew,  as 
we  all  did.  ;d)out  the  later  Indian  reser\ation,  which  included  Dudley 
hill.  The  Leavens  hill  farm  was  partially  ideaied  up  and  settled 
ui)on  probably  nearly  two  hundred  years  a^o.  The  oAvner,  jti-evions 
to  l>eavens,  was  a  Mr.  Duncan,  and  a  lon<^  way  back  was  one  of  the 
Ldmunds  family,  I  livcnl  on  the  place  from  }S4'2  to  IHlUt  when  we 
sold  it  to  Bisco  after  fatlier's  death.  I  became  sure  of  niy  picmi.-es 
regarding  the  line  by  following  the  trend  of  Mr.  Meserole's  (.Irawing 
of  Diidley^s  south  line  thi-ough  the  region.  Although  his  tii  st  draw- 
ing was  a  little  north  of  the  one  I  have  indicated,  he  concedes  that, 
considering  the  crude  methods  of  old  surveyors,  a  few  rods  south- 
ward may  l)e  correct,  provided  it  bears  the  evidetice  i  have  produced 
and  set  forth  above. 

My  awakening  to  the  fact  on  the  10th  of  .lamiai-y,  100.').  that 
I  was  the  only  i)erson  living  \vho  could  detei  uiine  any  part  of  Dudley  's 
soutli  line,  was  ratlx'/  startling  and  ))leasing,  for  I  never  once 
thought  1  could  contribute  a  single  ray  of  light  upon  the  dark  ques- 
tion 1  had  asked,  ^'who  knowsV"  Xow%  ha\'ing"  Mr.  ^l<'serole's  line 
lying  almost  on  the  one  described  in  my  fath(M*'s  old  deed  as  running 
••south  81  degrees  west,"  with  a  com])ass  set  to  that  angle  we  may  Ix* 
sure  of  nearly  a  mile  of  line  I  have  described,  thence  we  can  ravel 
the  lost  south  line  clear  to  Petei'  ])ond,  and  Leininon  hill. 

We  surely  will  com<'  upon  many  more  stretches  of  old  stone  wall 
l)uilt  in  pioneer  times  wdiere  farms  are  bounded  by  the  line  in  (jut  tion 
as  seen  on  the  above  map,  w  hii'h  di\ ided  Dudley's  ( )xf(^rd  liolding 
from  the  Black  James  i-eservation,  a  line  long  -ince  lost  btn-ause  of  no 
further  importance.  Neither  is  it  -^tiange  that  the  objt'ct  of  the  erec- 
tion of  this  stone  landmark  should  ha\<'  been  forgotten,  when  we  con- 
sider that  it  was  erected  more  than  '2'!:)  }'ears  ago  and  of  Jio  value  for 
tnore  than  '200  years,  for  the  grant  to  Dudley  and  Stoughton  was  made 
out  in  l(5S2and  Mr.  (Jore  made  the  survey  in  l(;s;^.  when  this  stone  was 
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ill  attein])tliiii' to  solw  youi-  lu-ohlcin  rclat iiiij,' to  tlic  nioiiuniciil  on 
Rattlesnake  hill  at  the  Durlee  phuc  iu  Diullc}  l<.wii<hiiK  I  have  eoii- 
sulted  sevei-ai  authorities  with  resjject  to  the  oj'iiiiiial  la\ out  of  t he 
townships  iji  that  vicinity  and  some  o):  tiie  lands  patents,  and  I  will 
o'ive  you  a  short  resume  ot  my  o}»eralions  alon^'  thosr  lines. 

In  Ammidowii's  ilistorieal  <  'olleetions.  I  lind  \  ('ry  detinite  surveys  ot 
the  towns  ot  l)iulley,  ()xtoi-d,  Sout hhridu,!' and  St urhrid^^'C  as  tht/y 
existed  in  ls;n,  when  it  would  seem  that  the  Massaehusel t s  ^((V- 
ernment  re<pnred  the  towns  to  make  odicial  sur\eys  ot  their  hounda- 
I'ies  ;  also  the  ma]»  ot  Sout  hl)ridi;«'  as  it  w  as  in  17'J."),  and  simie  maps 
showin*;'  various  arraii;^('ment s  i»ro})ost'd  tor  the  boundaries  <(f  Sovith- 
ltrid<^'e  when  that  town  was  made  up  hy  taking' port  ions  ot  St  ul■l)rid^■(*. 
Dudley  and  ('harlt<Hi.  The-c  maps  and  sur\cys  I  ha\e  pU)tt».'d  up  <»n 
the  scale  of  a  mile  to  the  inch  (the  bame  scale  as  the  ^on frnmi-nl 
tojK);;'i-aphical  maps),  and  hav<*  eompai  ed  tin-  liiu's  so  locateil  w  ith  I  he 
deserijition  ot  tlie  orli^inal  ;4iant  ot  Oxiord  to^^'nHhip  to  tn^vernor 
,Iose])li  Dudley  and  others,  and  tind  that  some  (»t  the  i)i-esent  town- 
ship lines  j)erpetuate  i)ortions  ot  the  lines  ot  Uxtord  to\vnshi[.  and  ot 
the  suiMlivisions  of  the  same  between  the  ori;;inal  proprietors — a  full 
description  ot  which  is  o-iveii  in  Anunido^\  n"s,  vol.  1,  pai;e  12S. 

1  Hud  that  the  noi  th  line  of  Dudley  t<»wnship  was  the  north  line  ot 
Gov.  Josei)li  Dudley's '••(  Jreat  l<jt,"  heino- the  most  southerly  ot  the 
six  great  lots  which  made  uj*  the  western  portion  of  the  Oxford  <;rant 
(the  eastern  })ortion  hein>;  \\  liat  is  called,  ''The  Oxfcn  d  village  tract*";, 
and  I  find  that  the  most  northerly  stretch  of  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  Dudley  townshi})  is  the  line  crossini;  the  Joseph  Dudley  tiact, 
cutting-  olt'from  the  easterly  end  thereof,  1.000  acres,  which  is  called 
the '"1,000  acre  farm  of  Mi'.  Paul  Dudley,"*  who  was  (Jov.  Joscpl 
Dudley's  son,  and  chi<'f  justice  of  3ilassachu-et(  s.  At  the  southerly 
end  of  this  line:  the  township  line  ran  nort hea~t fi-ly  for  a  >hort  dis- 
tance, and  this  stret<'h  is  a  poi-tion  ot  t  he  souiheily  line  of  the  Ox- 
ford grant,  the  south  line  of  the  present  town  ot  Oxford  being  the 
continuation  of  the  same  and  reaches  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
original  Oxford  grant,  whei-e  the  Oxford  townshii*  line  turns  at  a 
right  angle  to  the  southeast.    Beyond  this  angle  is  an  oblong  tract  at 
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present  iiu'liuled  in  Oxfoid  toA\  n>hii),  whicli  \v;is  not  in  the  original 
Oxford  «^rant,  but  which  was  called  the  -'MaiKhau^  taiin"'  ot  1.000 
aci'es  beh>n;i;in;2;  to  (Jov.  .Iose})li  Dudley,  and  lan  nort liw estci  l y  along- 
the  easterly  side  of  the  Oxford  <^rant  To  the  jioint  where  the  j»resent 
castei'ly  line  of  Oxford  he<^ins  to  run  due  noi  tli.  The  an^^Hc  al)o\-e 
referred  to,  at  tlie  soutlierly  end  of  thf  ino^t  northei  ly  -tieteh  ot  the 
<'ast  boundai'y  line  ot  l)udley  township,  is  ^iuiated  not  ovei  one-half 
nule  easf  of  an  angh^  in  the  south  side  ol  thf  Oxford  ;j;rant,  wlneli 
point  is  a  little  to  the  west  of  and  not  over  on<'-haIf  mile  noi  th  td  the 
northwest,  corner  of  l^eter  j)ond.  I'roni  thcie  the  south  line  of  tlie 
Oxford  tyrant  ran  soulliwesterl}',  c-ro-sini;  the  <^)uinehau«;'  river  a  little 
north  of  \Vest  Dudley,  and  reat'hing-  the  southwest  cornei'  of  the 
grant  about  2  1-4  inih's  west  of  the  river,  in  what  I  assume  to  be  the 
Lebanon  hill  region,  the  direction  of  this  line  lieing  nearly  parallel 
witli  the  north  line  of  Dudley  townshii);  and  this  line  passes  about, 
half  a  nule  north  of  the  Durfee  monument. 

The  westerly  boundai-y  of  the  Dudley  township,  starting  fi'oni  tlie 
Connecticut  line,  runs  a  little  west  oi  north  a  distance  of  85)  rods  to  a 
|)oint  where,  in  the  descriptions  of  the  town  of  Southbridge,  stood 
what  is  denominateil  as  '■'■Tlie  great  monument."  And  before  the 
town  of  Southbridge  was  formed,  the  west  line  of  the  townshi]j  of 
])udley  continued  in  the  same  course  to  the  south  line  of  Oxfoi'd 
township  a^  above  describeil ;  but  now  the  line  1  rom  thei-c  runs  noith- 
east . 

'i'his  ^Kireat  monunKMit"  I  identify  as  marking  the  point  where  the 
northerly  line  of  the  old  Woodstock  patent  w^as  intersected  l)y  the 
westerly  line  of  the  \\'ade  tract,  and  the  line  which  was  formerly  the 
boundary  line  between  Dudley  and  Sturbridge  noith  of  the  monu- 
ment, but  which,  as  I  have  just  stated,  disappeared  in  imiking  up  tlie 
town  of  Southbridge,  was  the  westerly  line  <d'  the  Wade  tract.  'I'he 
\Vade  tract  iiu'luded  the  land  l)etween  the  south  line  of  the  Oxford 
grant  and  the  north  line  of  Woodstock  fidiu  the  line  last  deseril)ed 
eastei'ly  nearly  to  the  northeast  corner  <,if  Wooil.«t ot-k,  which  n()rth- 
easl  coi'ner  was  about  one-thiiil  of  a  mile  north  of  the  state  line,  .ind 
perhai)S  one-(juarter  of  a  mile  w«'sl  of  the  <^)uinebaug  liver.  Kast  of 
^V^•lde  lay  the  strip  of  land  called  the  ''ilutchinson  tract,"  measuring 
from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  wiiith  and  l>ountled  east- 
ei  l}'  and  west<'rly  by  lines  which  ai)]>ear  to  have  beeii  approximately 
parallel  with  the  westei'ly  line  of  the  Wade  tract;  and  east  of  Hutch- 
inson's land  was  the  reservatit)n  for  the  Indians,  and  connuonly 
known  as  "Black  James"  land.*"    P>lack  .lames"  land  ran  east  a<  far 
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:is  the  (ji-cat  poiul,  and  I  assume  that  his  easterly  ))()un(lai-y  was  ilic 
line  hetweiMi  Duclley  and  Oxford  south  gore,  as  they  ar<'  sliown  on 
the  maps  of  1S3]  Ijefore  the  town  of  ^^'el)st('r  was  made  up,  hut  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  north  line  of  IJlack  .lames'  land  was  eo-incidt-nt 
with  the  south  side  of  iiie  Oxford  i):itent  throughout  its  lenglh. 

I  ))elieve  tliat  the  monument  on  the  Durfcc  faiiu  is  on  tlie  easttMiy 
line  of  the  Hutehinson  tract,  about  one-half  mile  south  of  its  north- 
east corner,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  Oxford  patent. 

The  mai)s  which  1  send  you.  you  can  phu-e  on  your  toj)ogra)iica1 
itlieets,  and  see  how  tlie  diagi-ams  lliat  1  have  made  tit  as  to  tlie  coun- 
try; hut  I  would  caution  you  tliat  one  to  whom  tlie  neighborhood  is 
unknoNNu,  as  it  is  to  me,  and  wlio  is  depeiuHng  (tn  suc-h  fragmentai'y 
bits  of  printed  history  as  I  have  been  able  to  consult,  is  very  liable  to 
go  wrong  in  liis  interpretations,  especially  as  i  have  been  hampered 
in  the  nniking  of  the  diagrams  by  the  fact  that  the  lines  of  the  Oxford 
grant  I  have  built  them  u{)  on  the  town  lintis  ai-e  not  consistent  as  to 
Unear  dimensions  and  in  a  somewhat  less  degree  as  to  angular  direc- 
tions witli  the  very  elaborate  desci  iptions  of  that  Oxford  grant,  l)ut 
in  all  cases  tlie  tract  as  built  up  on  the  existing  town  lines  is  much 
larger  than  the  patent  wouhl  call  for.  'I'liis,  however,  (hn'S  not  to  me 
mean  that  my  identification  of  the  town  lines  of  the  original  iiatent 
are  in  error,  as  it  was  the  custom  in  tliose  d:iys  to  make  libeial  al- 
lowances on  account  of  the  crudity  of  their  surveying  methods, 
the  law  being  that  lines  established  on  the  ground  were  to  hold  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  they  were  inconsistent  Avith  the  regular  descrip- 
tion of  the  lands  that  they  were  supposed  to  mark  out.  The  town- 
ship surveys  of  1S31  seem  to  have  been  made  with  a  very  fair  degree 
of  accuracy,  and  I  have  no  fear  but  tliat  my  diagrams,  as  far  as  they 
are  based  on  those  surveys,  fairly  represent  the  truth,  and  I  am  fully 
convinced — unless  very  positive  infoiuiation  to  the  contrary  is 
brought  forward — that  the  Durfee  monument  beais  the  ivdation  to 
the  ancient  land  grants  above  stated. 

1  also  send  a  tracing  on  a  scale  of  a  mile  to  the  inch  showing,  in 
black  lines,  the  outlines  of  tlie  townships  of  Oxford,  Oudley,  Soutli- 
bridge  and  Sturbridge  as  they  were  in  1831;  also  the  lines  of  Stur- 
brldge  and  Dudley  which  disappeared  in  making  up  Southbridge 
(siiown  in  dotted  black  lines,)  and  the  locations  of  the  outlines  of  the 
Oxford  grant,  the  Joseph  Dudley  great  tract  thereof. 

1  am  able  to  identify  various  lines  of  the  Oxford  of  the  township 
lines  from  the  statements  made  in  Daniels's  History  of  Oxford  in  le- 
gard  to  tlie  way  in  which  the  Oxford  giant  was  cut  up  to  form  the 
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(liferent  towps.  In  tlif  fust  j)Iai'e  Oxloid  (own  consisted  of  ihc 
whole  of  the  Oxford  i;rant. 

In  171^1,  the  township  of  Dudley  w;i9-  foiincd  and  took  from  Oxford 
all  ot  Joseph  Dudley's  great  tract  except  the  most  easterly  1000  acres 
thereof,  which  was  then  called  Paul  l)udley"s  1000  acre  farm. 

In  l?")"),  all  that  part  of  Oxford  grant  lyiiig  north  of  Dudley's  great 
tract  and  east  of  what  is  the  \)resent  west  line  of  Oxford  went  to 
make  up  the  township  of  Clnu  lton.  The  most  southwesterly  cornei- 
of  this,  heing  the  i)ortion  lying  southwest  of  the  highway  along  the 
west  side  of  the  C^uinebaug  river,  Ijccamc  at  that,  or  some  later  date, 
a  portion  of  the  town  of  Sturhridge. 

In  1807,  the  Oxfoi'd  south  gore  was  added  to  Oxford. 

In  18;}2,  all  of  this  south  gore  and  the  easterly  portion  of  the  town 
of  Dudley  were  taken  from  Oxford  and  Dudley  and  formed  the  town- 
ship of  Webster,  with  the  west  line  on  the  French  river. 

(In  ISiiS,  the  Oxford  north  gore  was  an.nexed  to  Oxford.)  The  out- 
lines of  the  town>hi|)s  are  plotted  from  the  very  excellent  majts 
given  in  Anunidown's  Ilistoiical  Collections,  and  from  such  of  these  as 
show  highways  and  I'iveis  I  am  a!)le  to  sa}'  that  I  feel  ([uite  confident 
that  the  location  I  gave  you  of  these  lines  on  tlie  govei'nment  map  is 
very  nearly  correct. 

Yours  truly, 

Waltki;  "Si.  Mkskrolk. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  aeknowl(>dge  the  kindness  of  those  who 
have  given  me  facts  to  build  upon,  whii-h  illustrates  that  the  Ameri- 
can i)eopl('  arc  naturally  educators.  They  are  opi)oscd  to  ignoi-ance. 
I  am  grateful  to  the  i)ublishei'  of  •'Tiii,  I  i  i;i{ai.i for  the  great  space 
he  has  given  me,  and  am  sorry  1  led  him  and  his  readers  so  far  afield 
in  the  search  for  the  reasons  why  the  stone  landmark  at  the  Durfee 
farm  was  so  securely  erected  that  it  should  stand  there  for  all  time, 
showing  that  once  a  comj)act  ^vas  entered  into  with  the  native  gran- 
tors that  their  west  line  was  there  beside  their  own  well-knowMi  trail, 
a  guarantee  that  the  ^^■hite  settlers  slu)uld  never  encroach  on  their 
domain.  That  the}'  linall}-  (Kul,  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  this  la  ul- 
mark  was  erectetl  in  good  faith  on  the  side  of  grantor  and  grantee: 
Indian  and  White. 

While  at  work  upon  tliis  question  1  have  lived  ovei-  again  boyhood 
days  spent  among  the  beautiful  hills  and  charming  slopes  of  old 
Dudley,  with  father  and  mother,  who  were  always  so  kind  and 
thoughtful  of  their  mnnerous  bi-ood.  This  and  my  work  ujion  tlie 
])rol)lem  has  made  me  very  happy  while  guessing  it  out.  'i'lieone  who 
])roves  a  better  solution  will  receive  my  hearty  api>lause. 

W.  P.  Kddv. 

Brooklyn,  May,  1005. 
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Rattlesnake  jHill  Trail 
How  it  became  a  White  Man's  Highway. 


Contributed  hv  WILLIAM  PENN  EDDY. 


FOREWORD. 

THINKIX'  liACK. 

I've  bopii  thiiikiir  back  of  late, 
8'prisiir  I — And  Tin  here  to  state 
Fm  su>jpieioiis,  it's  a  sii;ii 
Of  a<»,e,  maybe,  er  decline 
Of  u\y  faculties — and  yit 
Fin  not  fcelin'  old  a  bit — 
Any  more  than  sixty-four 
Ain't  no  youn*j;  man  anymore! 

Thinkin'  back's  a  thing  'at  grows 
On  a  feller,  1  suppose — 
Older  'at  he  gits,  I  jack, 
i\h)re  lie  keeps  a-thinkin'  back! 
Old  as  old  men  git  to  be, 
Er  as  middle-aged  as  me, 
Folks'li  lind  us,  eye  and  mind 
Fixed  on  wliat  we've  left  behind — 

Thinkin'  back — Wy,  goodness-me  ! 

I  kin  call  their  names  and  see 

Every  little  tad  1  })layed 

With,  er  fought,  er  was  afraid 

Of,  and  so  made  him  the  best 

Friend  I  had  of  all  the  rest! 

Thinkin'  l)ack,  I  even  hear 

Them  u-calliu'  liigh  and  clear, 

F^p  the  crick-banks,  where  they  seem 

Still  hid  in  there — like  a  dream— 

And  me  still  a-pantin'  on 

The  green  ])ath-way  they  have  gone  I 

Still  they  hide,  l)y  l)end  ev  ford — 

Still  they  hide— but,  thank  the  Lord 

(Thinkin'  back,  as  I  liave  said) 

i  liear  laughin'  on  ahead! 

— James  Whitcomb  Filey. 
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I  iievor  saw  a  i)ath  l»ut  tliat  I  was  seized  with  a  desire  to  iiive.-ti^'-ate 
its  mysteries.  As  it,  winds  iiitlici-  and  thither,  past  this  roek  and  tree, 
around  a  swamp,  ove'r  Ji  i)asture,  ah>n;i,"  thee(l;4'e  of  a  eornliehl,  thron^h 
tlie  hi^^h  grown  grass  of  a  meadow  into  tlie  dense  wo(»ds  o\er  tlic 
mountain  heights,  it  faseinates  one  with  its  j'resh,  <'ver  elianging 
scenes,  with  occasional  flaslies  of  \vi<ie  outlook,  as  in  contrast  ii 
plunges  into  dense  forests  wh(M-e  the  sunlight  only  flecks  here  and 
there  a  golden  s])ot  on  moss  fern  mold  and  trunks  of  fallen  trees ; 
beckoning  ever  onward  even  tired  feet,  with  its  mysterious  evei'  chang- 
ing beauties;  especially  Avhen  it  skins  the  banks  of  a  rii)i)ling  stream 
which  nmrmurs  and  dashers  ii>.  fa-cinating  way  along  over  rocks  in 
glens,  in  sun  and  shade,  ever  new,  ever  joyous,  ever  charming,  ^\■llen 
you  know  this  path  was  once  trod  and  made  plain  by  the  stealthy  b'er 
of  many  red  men  who  were  intimately  associated  with  all  this  wild 
nature,  they  equally  as  wild  as  it,  you  feel  drawn  to  its  my-teiirs  and 
long  to  know  why  they  ti'od  this  secluded  way  which  fascinates  your 
imagination  so  that  you  walk  weary  miles  simply  to  know  where  the 
end  may  be,  and  why  others,  even  1  he at»original  iidial)it;.nts,  wantlered 
among  these  secluded  hills  and  vales. 

A  roadway  is  a  very  prosaic  comse  of  getting  easily  from  plac<^  to 
place  by  means  of  souu'thing  Ix'sides  your  own  }H'dals;  but  a  path. — 
tliere  are  endless  possibilities  in  a  path  you  nm.^t  view  in  detail,  as  you 
slowly  push  your  own  way  along  its  course,  pei-liajjs  by  severe  exer- 
tions. How  well  I  recall  all  the  paths  1  ever  trodi  A  section  of  this 
very  Indian  trail  became  a  highway,  and  because  of  a  bett<'r  road  it 
was  discontiimed,  and  i-elapsing  again  into  a  path  was  the  one  my 
l)oyhood  feet  trod  to  the  school-house  and  meeting-house,  where 
learning  was  dispensed  by  the  teachers,  and  dispensed  with  by  us, 
ungrateful  scholars.  It  had  its  endless  fascinations  because  the 
squiri-els  ran  upon  the  stone  walls.  Here  was  a  woodchuck  hole, 
ajid  there  a  running  si)ring,  and  if  I  was  late  to  school  it  was  because, 
I  stopped  too  long  to  helj)  our  old  dog  "''I'ige"'  get  that  woodchuck  out 
of  his  hiding  in  a  stone  wall.  The  wild  llowers  l)loomed  all  along  its 
way,  the  berries  and  wild  cherries  rijiened  here  and  there  by  the  stone 
walls.  The  thistle-down  blew  across  the  i)ath,  the  ants  and  tumble- 
bugs  labored  incessantly  in  the  sand  at  our  feet.  I  knew  where  the 
robins  rested  in  the  api)le  trees,  where  the  song  sjiarrows  would  give 
nie  a  concert  from  the  bush,  where  the  nest  of  the  bo])-o-Iink  was  hid 
in  tlie  grass,  where  the  partiidge  hid  its  young.  ]My  Ijoyish  eyes 
v.'ere  all  alert  to  learn  the  lessons  Mother  Nature  taught  along  that 
A>'a1k  to  sclnxd  and  church.      1  now  r<H'all  the  teachers  and  scholars, 


243 


the  projic'lior  and  tlie  peoi)l(',  nearly  all  ,<i;()nLM>vor  to  the  ^Tcat  niajority. 

In  contrast,  how  mean  the  daily  walk  I  now  haxc  on  the  sille^\■alks  of 
the  city  streets,  with  air  to  breathe  (jiiite  uiilikt'  that  on  the  hills  of 
Dudley  ! 

How  well  I  now  i-enieniher  not  only  this  hoyhood  jiath  hut  those; 
taken  on  my  summer  vaeati(jns  over  the  rnii-;i('d  ril)s  of  the  A\  hitc 
Mountains,  those  around  the  AVater  ( iap  in  the  K'ittat  incy,  the  ''end- 
less i-an<i,'e'"  of  the  Appalachians,  in  the  chaiinin;;'  Catskills,  and  es- 
pecially' in  the  Adirondacks,  wIkm'c  if  you  do  not  keep  to  the  trail  other 
feet  have  marked  out  you  will  be  lo<t  to  your  friends  forever,  becau-o 
hei'e  when'  the  forests  are  unmarked  Iiy  the  ^^■oodulan's  axe  yon  ha\e 
no  •>"uide,  anei  all  your  woodcraft  is  ;it  fault.  S(»  Ion*;'  as  memory  holds 
anything  I  shall  recall  with  jtleasure  the  uiany  paths  radintinu'  IVom  a 
litth'  North  Carolina  villai;"e  which  once  pro\'ed  the  \'ery  road  to 
health,  as  with  a  dear  couipanion  ^^(' felt  the  tide  of  stren^ith  rising;' 
wliile  on  our  tramps  in  the  pine  forests,  or  alonj^  the  paths  that  usually 
let  to  a  neo'ro's  cabin. 

Supi)(.)se  an  Indian  trail  has  3'i<'lded  its  mysteries  to  your  eyes,  and 
your  feet  have  become  familiar  with  all  its  windings  and  the  path 
becomes  your  path,  all  your  own,  and  then  it  is  made  into  a  highway 
for  the  use  of  white  men  whereby  they  may  diive  tlu'ii"  horses  and 
oxen  to  ''meeting  and  to  null,"  then  where  e\-erybody  goes,  youi- 
secluded  path  loses  its  mysteries,  and  your  beloved  is  lost  to  you. 
The  jirosaic  uses  and  labors  of  men  are  thrust  ui»on  youi-  attention, 
and  in  disgust  you  UK^ve  on  where  Nature  is  free,  men  and  roads  uiore 
scarce,  and  ])atlis  more  numerous. 

Now  let  us  see  about  the  '•' IJatllesnake  Hill  trail,"  and  what  the 
white  man  did  with  it.  It  was  ])i-o])ably  as  (.'harming  a  [)ath  as  while 
men  ever  saw.  In  the  reprinted  IJecord  Rook  of  the  town  of  Dudley, 
I  find  that  on  Febi'uary  28,  1739-10,  a  highway  was  laid  out  by  the 
Selectiuen  and  at'cepted  Ijy  the  town  at  a  meeting  hekl  on  iSlarch 
3d,  1740  as  follows: 

"Dudley  February  tlie  28th  1739-40  a  highway  Dayed  out  by  the 
S(dectmen  of  sd  Town  and  exepted  by  the  Tow  a  at  our  anual  meeting 
on  march  tlie  3d  1740  and  is  as  follows  Itegining  at  white  oak  tree 
mai-kt  u  Lettel  northeas  of  Joseph  N'iiilons  hous  and  from  tliense  near 
northeast  down  to  the  river  over  sd  river  to  a  smal  white  oak  tree 
markt  and  so  throu  Ks({  Yintons  Entervail  to  his  Lane  to  the  Lettel 
bridge  on  tlie  west  side  of  the  lu'idge  and  so  through  sd  Vintons  Land 
under  ratelsnake  rock  as  the  path  now  goes  to  the  top  of  the  hill  to  a 
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licap  of  stoiis  and  from  Ihciisc  ncai-  north  in  James  Taylors  T.and  to  a 
white  oak  tree  with  a  heay)  of  stons  about  it  and  from  thense  to  a  to  a 
vvahiut  tree  in  sd  Taylors  Land  witli  a  heap  of  stons  al^out  it  and  from 
thense  tln-ou;;h  sd  'I'aylors  Land  to  Jo>ei)h  Jew(dls  dun  norucst  e()rner 
and  so  thi"oui;h  sd  dewells  Land  on  liis  north  Line  on  tlie  sout  li  sid  of  it 
tow  rods  wide  to  Jose[)li  Jew(dls  sen  Land  and  alon;;-on  Ins  noHh  line 
on  tlie  south  side  of  it  two  rods  wide  inito  the  ro<jd  that  eomes  fioni 
Jolin  Taylors  and  from  a  lieap  of  ston<  in  sd  Taylors  Land  runinj;  near 
southeast  tlu'ough  Josej)]!  Jewells  sen  iioreust  corner  of  liand  straight 
to  a  grat  ehasnut  tree  in  the  mid(d  of  sd  rood  and  from  thense  to  a 
wallnut  tree  markt  in  tiie  Line  heiwen  stl  Jewell  and  Sanmell  Xe\v(dl 
and  from  tlu'us  straiglit  t(»  a  white  oal;  tree  markt  in  Sannudl  Xewells 
I^and  on  tlie  side  of  tiie  liill  and  from  thense  runing  near  east  on  the 
Line  betwen  Samu(dl  NeNNcll  ami  Jonathan  Xew(dl  one  i-od  on  Sanuiel 
Newell  and  one  rod  on  Jonathan  Newell  to  a  hea[»  of  stons  and  from 
sd  Line  near  southeast  to  a  white  oak  tree  in  -Jonathan  Xewells  Land 
and  from  thense  to  a  white  oak  tree  markt  and  fi-om  thens  straight  to 
a  white  oak  tree  markt  and  from  thense  si-aight  throu  Sanuiel  Xewells 
pastuer  and  mooing  Land  to  his  brook  in  his  Lane  near  his  house  and 
throu  his  Lane  to  the  end  of  it  and  fr(»m  thense  a  long  ])y  sd  Xewells 
T^and  and  by  "William  Carters  .south  Line  in  the  hidians  Land  to  a  i)o- 
jxd  stumj)  with  a  heap  of  stons  about  it  and  from  thense  to  a  straiglit 
to  a  pith  [)ine  tree  which  is  the  northwest  I'ornei'  (d'  the  four  aeers 
that  was  given  to  the  Town  and  all  the  sd  markes  are  on  the  nortlierly 
sid<i  of  sd  rood  ami  the  whole  of  sd  rood  is  to  be  two  rods  wide  the 
old  higliway  formorly  Layed  out  the  S(dect  men  in  the  year  1734 
wheare  it  is  Ivccorded  from  Joseph  Jew(dls  seners  Land  to  his  north 
east  corner  and  from  thence  baring  east  and  benoth  accros  Jienjamin 
Newell  and  and  Jonatlian  Xewells  Land  piiley  straight  to  the  noilh- 
west  corner  of  Samuell  Xewells  llundi'ed  acer  Lot  is  void  and  of  none 
efect  by  Iveason  of  alltering  of  it  from  the  above  sd  Jewells  north 
JAne  for  the  more  convenence  of  sd  rood."' 

Now  1  am  aware  that  all  this  desci-ii)t ion  may  be  blind  to  the  average 
reader  but  to  me  it  is  plain  as  A.  B.  (  '.  Ai  this  point  the  road  con- 
uectetl  with  one  that  liad  been  laid  out  from  "■(ieoi'ge  llobinson's  mill"' 
at  the  outlet  of  the  big  lake  to  the  meeting-house  on  ''Joshua  Pegin's 
hill."  For  we  read:  "■\\)ted  tliat  the  town  accept  the  4  acers  of 
r>and  of  tlie  Indians  near  the  north  side  of  tiiere  Land  on  the  to])  of 
Joshua  Pagins  hill  for  a  meeting  hou-e  and  l)urying  i)lace  and  train- 
ing feild  and  also  to  perform  the  conditions  namlv  to  allow  the  in. 
dia.ns  convinant  seat  or  seats  in  our  meeting  house  when  it  is  up."  It  was 
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I)1;ic(h1  oil  the  northerly  edi^e  of  Th«'  ln(li:!ii  lands  wlicic  tli(\v  adjoined 
W'illiuin  Carter's  land.  His  liousf  \\ii('re  town  meet iiiii,s  were  held  is 
the  one  now  standing  in  the  forks  of  the  ruad  lu.ith  ot  the  hill  where 
one  way  leads  to  ()xford  and  the  other  to  ^'Tutts  \  illa;j,(',""  thence  int«) 
Charlton.  This  farm  \\'as  lonji,' owned  by  |);iiiiel  !)\\  ight ,  Jr.,  l»ut  is 
now  owned  by  Jerry  I>ui'ke<'.  The  hou<e  must  have  been  at  that  time 
as  large  as  it  is  now  to  have  been  eonvenient  for  town  meetings.  The 
t'liureh  was  formed  in  17.']2,  the  year  the  town  was  iiu-orporated.  and 
the  llev.  Isaac  Kichardson  was  called  the  samt-  year  as  [»a-to!-.  Joseph 
Edmunds  and  Jieiijamin  ( 'onant  weic  the  tii'st  deacons.  A  vote  ot  the 
town  in  17li4  reads  as  follows:  ^'\'oied  .'i  pounds  to  lur.  william  car- 
tur  for  tlie  use  of  liis  house  for  the  year  insuing  to  meet  at  on  the 
Sabbath  and  as  sd  cartur  has  had  t  he  same  t  rouble  "2  years  pa-t  he 
freely  gives  the  wliole  to  the  town  which  maks  nine  pound." 

Now  that  we  have  accomplished  oui' journey  over  the  Indian  trail 
whose  varied  scenes  have  ever  beckoned  us  on  until  we  find  (>nrs(d\es 
exhausted,  let  us  sit  down  up(»u  William  CaHer's  stone  wall  near  tlie 
nieeting-lunise  and  recuix'rate,  while  \\v  "view  the  landscape  o'er."  to 
see  how  one  of  the  -'everlasting  iiills"  looks  when  it  has  been  turned 
over  from  ''Joshua  I'agin's"  possession  into  that  of  oni-  gi'eat  grand- 
fathei-s.  Our  tramp  from  the  resident'c  of  Esquire  N'inton  is  suj)- 
posed  to  have  been  taken  in  the  sunmier  of  IT.'i'J,  the  date  of  the 
'dayout"  of  the  highway  over  the  old  path  before  the  road  was 
^vorked.  Of  coui'se  the  most  prominent  object  that  i>resents  itsel f  is 
tlie  ''meeting-house"  which  was  erected  six  years  jtrevious  to  onr 
visit.  ^Ve  notice  it  was  built  of  enormous  sipnu'e  hewn  \\'hiteoak 
timbers  wliicii  make  up  a  building  as  voted  by  the  town  '"tifty  feet 
long  by  forty  feet  wide  with  22  foot  stud."  The  reasons  for  locating 
the  building  on  tlie  hill  appears  from  a  vote  of  the  residiMits  of  the 
town,  at  a  meeting  held  at  William  ( 'arler's,  November  80,  17J.S  :  "Voted 
that  our  meeting-house  shall  stand  in  the  seiiter  of  our  (own  and  if  the 
senter  falls  in  a  i)lace  not  convenient  l)y  reason  of  bi'ook  or  swamp 
tlu'ii  it  shall  stand  in  the  iK'arest  convenient  place  by  a  great  majority." 

In  December,  IT.'iJ,  it  was  voted  that  "our  meet ing-lions(>  shall  stand' 
upon  the  south  part  of  william  cartels  land  near  the  indian  line  just  at 
the  east  of  thejiaths  that  one  gos(!  from  william  can  urs  to  Samuel  new- 
(dls  and  the  other  croses  the  hill  ov«'r  to  the  Indians."  These  paths 
were  the  old  trail  we  came  over  from  I'^squire  N'inton's;  tlie  one  cross- 
ing it  v/as  the  one  where  the  prv'seiit  iioi  th  and  south  i-oad  lies  in 
front  of  the  i)resent  chui-cli.  On  Januai  y  30,  1733,  they  voted,  '' if 
those  honourable  gentlemen  (curnul  dudley)  and  (judge  dudley)  will 
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proc'ur  US  I.-iiid  at  a  I'casoiiahlc  i-atc  loi-  to  set  oui'  iiicet'm^"  liou.-c  on 
josliua  pei^ins  old  tirld — our  last  voir  lor  llic  i)la(,'eiii;i-  our  meet  in;:,- 
liouse  is  reconsidered,*'     Well,  we  see  liiat  ^-ded^-e"  Dudley  and 

"uruel''  Dudley  did  arran;;e  with  •sJoslnia  l*a,i;i)r'  and  lieic  is  the 
ineelin<(-lioii.se  sunnonntini;-  tlie  lii^hest  ])oint  ol  Dudley  Hill,  sliuhtly 
.'ioutli  of  the  locsition  in  W  illiam  (  arter's  land.  To-day,  Me  aie 
assui'ed  one  has  hecn  standing;'  lieic  I'or  one  lunuh-eil  and  .seventy 
years.  t^tandin<;'  upon  this  sione  wall,  we  can  see  William  Carter's 
lioiise  ahout  a  lialf  mile  to  tlie  north.  In  tlie  valley  to  the  west,  we 
eateli  <i;limi)ses  of  Samu(d  Xewell's  liousc,  to  the  eastward,  a  Inuise 
stands  on  the  elevation  tluit  loni;'  sheltered  tlie  Davis  limiil}'.  W'e 
may  eonrhule  all  wei'e  beyond  the  Indian  icserwation.  No  douht  the 
huildin«;'s  on  the  hill  standing;'  latei'  >outh  (d  the  nrw  meetin;;-house 
were  erectetl  upon  the  '4'our  acers  ot  ,Io-;hua  I'auiiTs  old  lield."  \\'hy 
"old  field,""  iiidess  it  was  cleared  land  and  an  Indian  eornlieldV 

As  we  are  sitting"  u])oii  \\'illiam  Carter's  stone  wall  in  \7'.V.),  and 
viewin<^  tlie  adjacent  eoniitry,  we  are  warranted  in  the  conclusion 
that  "no  l)rook  or  swamp"  prevented  the  location  ot  a  nieetini^diou^e 
rig'ht  liein;  where  Josliua  cared  less  for  toui- acres  ot  ideared  land  than 
his  white  nei;;hhors,  or  h<'  woidd  not  have  parted  with  it  so  cheajtly, 
or  he  was  very  desir()us  to  have  those  "convenient  ]>ews  in  the  hou-e 
when  it  \\'as  up.""  Our  ^feat  ;^randtathers  made  a  ^'ood  hai',i;'ain  w  ith 
Joshua  and  secureil  an  ideal  spot  on  \\  hich  to  erect  a  meeting-house  in 
the  "senter  ot  the  town"  which  it  truly  \\as,  from  a  ge(»or;ip]iical 
standi)oint,  tor  there  was  no  other  reason  tor  localini;'  it  here.  As 
our  strenuous  walk  over  the  Indian  t  rail  has  heeii  made  in  the  forenoon 
ot  a  hot  duly  tlay  we  tintl  ours(d\i'S  cooled  and  rested  hy  the  (hdiuht- 
fid  hree/es  that  liave  not  foi'iiotten  to  blow  unrestrainedly  e\'er  since 
oui"  visit  in  ]7.'5!);  for  those  who  ha\'e  once  enjoyed  the  pure  air  of  the 
(diarndno-  hills  of  Dudley  and  scented  the  iterfumes  of  its  lovely  niead- 
ows  will  ni'ver  for^'ct  ho\v  in vili'orat ing  they  ah\ays  are. 

This  meeting-house  \\'e  see  '-set  u[)on  a  hill  so  that  it  cannot  l»e  hid," 
located  where  from  necessity  all  the  attendants  nmst  "gou}»tothe 
house  of  Cod  together,""  was  the  outcome  of  a  long  felt  want  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  i)reand)le  which  sets  forth  th<'  reason  foi-  the  incoipor- 
atioii  of  the  town  of  Dudley  in  17;{2,  as  follows: 

"Whearas  theire  ar(Miianey  lidial)i'tancc  alredey  settled  on  a  Tract  of 
Land  lying  hetwen  the  Towns  (d  \Vot)dstock  and  Oxtortl  in  the 
Count}'  of  A\'orcestei-  wdio  logethei-  with  others  on  the  southwest  part 
of  Oxford  and  very  remot  from  aney  Place  of  the  I'utdick  worshi]*  of 
Crod  are  very  conveiment ly  Scituated  for  a  Township  and  ha\e  i)e- 
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titloiKMl  thi.«  rourt  to  lioVi-cctcd  into  a  s(']»i-at('  'IViwii-liip  acc-oi-diii^-] y 

]>(*  it  enacted  )>y  his  l<]xelleiicy  tin'  ( ioxcner  (  'ouii-el  and  Keiiresentres 
in  General  Court  :isseinl)led  and  llie  autlinrity  of  the  same  tiiat  all 
the  Lands  h  in<;'  within  the  Uonnds  lollowini;-  \iz:  The  (  (doney  oi- 
I'atent  Line  and  the  Township  <d'  Woodstoel^  on  the  South  \  \v.-  (irant 
made  to  Medlield  on  the  we^t  tiie  Land  of  M  r  I'nniiiillions  (»n  the 
north  nnto  the  I'^arni  heloiiii'in^^' t(j  Lanl  Ludly  Ls(ji-  and  liy  the  same 
pai'tl}'  on  the  ea>t  unlill  it  t-oms  to  Stoney  Li\cr  and  Ity  said  Li\'ei'  to 
the  i;r(»ok  ('omin;;'out  of  ( 'hah(nia;;iiiigamaut;-  Lond  and  oute  ot  >aid 
I'ond  to  the  Collony  or  I'atent  Line  hr  and  heai-h}'  are  (  on.-t ii  uted 
into  a  Destint  and  Sejtrat  'I'ownship  hy  ilie  name  (d'  Dndly    *    *    *  " 

'I'own  meetings  and  ehnrc-ii  ser\iee<  wcir  hidd  in  the  h< mses  of 
AV'illiam  ( "artel-  and  Samiud  Xewell,  hefore  t  his  nirei  ini;-hoii>e  \\  as 
erecteiL  William  Dudley  promised  one  hundred  acres  of  laiul  east- 
ward of  William  Carter's  for  the  use  of  the  minister  ]»ro\ided  the 
house  lie  erecteil  "'iK'ar  the  lands  (he  hidians  now  Lwtdl  on/"  Laul 
Dudley  i)roinised  '4o  pay  all  sucli  lci;al  taxes  as  shall  he  laid  on 
hinds  lyin«>'  in  the  Town  of  Dudley  and  len  jiounds  in  iiioney  and  any 
pine  trees  in  iiiy  hinds  lliereahout  for  the  ust'  of  the  meet in--house."' 

It  was  i)roposed  that  "tlie  'J'own  cdioosi^'  a  commit  tee  to  measure  the 
town  to  find  the  senter  for  us/'  After  nuudi  siiiftinu'  of  plans  the 
liouse  was  erected  and  then  came  the  neces>ity  of  I'oads  leadin^^  to  it 
for  the  conxcnience  of  the  people.  Li  17;^  L  a  four  rod  roatl  was  laid 
out  Iroin  the  east  end  of  the  town  <d'  Dudley  to  the  projiosed  meet- 
in«;-house,  "Iteo-iimiiio-  at  Mr.  Cie(U'^'  rohinson's  land  near  his  sa\\' 
mill"'  standing  on  the  hrook  i-uunini;'  froui  the  hii;'  lake,  now  the 
North  ^'illag(^  of  Wehster.  'I'hat  roail  was  laid  out  on  a  continuation 
of  the  Indian  trail  from  Dudley  Hill  to  tlie  ■•l)ig  lake."  The  course  (d' 
the  road  from  the  east  was  fully  d(dined  till  it  came  to  'Moshua 
Pa;j,ii/s  li(dd  thence  near  collicons  \vii;wam  tlience  to  a  poplar  marked 
on  easterly  side  of  hill  called  Joshua's  hill,  thence  to  a  wahuit  tojt  of 
the  liill  to  our  ])roposed  meeting-house  idat-c.'' 

As  all  roads  once  knl  to  Itome  so  all  in  Dudley  led  to  the  meetinii- 
house,  as  w<'  see,  vv  to  George  IJohinson's  mill."  One  was  laitl  out 
*M'rom  the  southwest  corner  (d'  the  town  heginuing  on  the  Woodstoek 
line  south  of  Khene/.er  Ldmund's  to  I'hilliii  Xewtdl's  to  the  meeting- 
house/' Then  another ''heginniiig  at  >L-.  Lumpillions  land  running 
south  to  Phillip  XeAveH's  land,"  tlu'iice  (Ui  to  t  he  former  roa<l  to  the 
meeting-house.  W'e  may  ohserve  to-day  another  highway  that  liegan 
'S>n  tiie  oxford  line  on  the  grat(^  hills  on  tliis  sidt'  Oxford  line 
tlirough  a  southeidy  course  to  corner  of  f)udley's  land  to  John  Lillies 
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into  tlu'  otlicr  I'ond  by  Jolm  Lillics  to  our  inecl  iiio-lKjusc."'  Joliii  T.il- 
lie  was  tlie  lirst  Town  Clerk  of  UiulUn'.  In  1781),  a  i-oad  wa.-^  laid 
out  from  the  nortliwe^^t  part  of  tlu?  town  wiiieli  accojinnodated  ^'Dea- 
con Conant''  (who  was  'i\)wn  CJcik  lor  twenty-seven  yeais), 
Ebenezei-  (Jore  and  others  to  ^^et  to  the  ni<'f'tln<::-house. 

About  this  time,  tlie  sehoolmaster  was  introduced  to  the  elnldren 
of  the  Town,  and  persons  were  elect<'d  to  execute  the  law  relating-  to 
killin;^  deer  in  the  town  limits,  'i'hus  we  find  Dudley  Town,  Dudley 
Hill,  and  Dudley  roads  in  our  visit  in  the  sunnn(^r  of  1789,  seven 
years  subse(iuent  to  its  incorporation  and  probably  less  than  filteen 
years  after  the  tirst  settlers  canie  liere.  W'e  can  see  here  and  there  a 
good  farmhouse,  l)ut generally  the  pioneers  arelodgerl  in  small  frame 
houses  Ijuilt  of  hewn  oak  timl>er  with  thick  jdanks  nailed  uj)riglit  on 
the  frames  with  no  other  covering.  The  later  settlers  are  still  living 
in  liouses  l)uilt  of  logs  h(n\-n  on  two  sides,  laid  closely  together,  form- 
ing warm,  comfortable  dwellings.  'J'hti  windows  are  few  with  small 
G  X  8  panes  of  glass.  W(!  realize  that  not  more  than  one  tenth  of  the 
land  has  been  cleared  of  its  original  big  forest  ti-ees,  giving  the 
farms  a  secluded,  isolated  appearance.  \'et  we  tind  the  people 
generally  fond  of  tlie  clmrcli,  the  school,  and  one  another,  in  a  social 
way.  Probably  few  comnuinities  in  all  th<'  history  of  men  were  left 
so  free  to  work  out  their  own  atVairs  in  church  and  state  as  were 
these  pioneer  men  and  women  who  really  'M)uilded  ])eiter  than  they 
knew,"  when  they  organized  their  Towns  and  in  ''town  meeting,*' 
an-anged  public  matters  for  the  benetit  and  good  of  all.  For  all 
l)ractical  i)Ui'poses  each  town  was  a  little  republic  of  and  by  itself. 
Reading  l)etween  the  lines  of  the  records  of  the  doings  of  the  town 
meetings  we  see  that  in  the  final  solution  of  atVaii  s  they  nieant  to  do 
rightly  and  justly  to  all,  with  the  light  they  had. 

Having  plenty  of  time  we  have  leisurely  ol-served  the  meeting- 
house ;  we  notice^  that  its  massive  oak  tinibers,  scjuaiv  hewn  and  smooth, 
are  the  work  of  artists  in  the  hewing  lines,  and  are  covered  on  the  outside 
with  plank  two  inches  thick  all  sawed  from  enormous  trees  at  the 
Kobinson  Mill,  the  second  i)lace  in  importance  to  this  building.  These 
are  covei-ed  with  clai)boards  which  were  given  by  Judge  Paul  Dudley 
and  split  from  clear  pine  timber  by  the  farmers  who  were  expei  t  in 
such  work.  They  are  so  laid  that  only  two  thirds  of  their  wiilth  are 
exposed  to  tlie  weather,  and  likely  to  last  a  half  century.  They 
make  the  house  (juite  tiglit  and  fairly  warm.  Let  us  now  lift  tlie 
wooden  latidi,  lor  the  latch-string  is  out,  of  course,  bei'ause  tliere 
were  none  who  would  do  the  building  or  contents  any  harm,  for  is 
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not  this  ))iiil(ling  the  '•meetiii'^'-house,"'  owned  by  all,  aeeessil)le  to  allV 
^Vliethei'  eliiircli  members  or  n(jt,  the  meeting-house  had  a  peeuliai- 
attraction  tor  a  scattered  population  which  had  no  other  jilace  for 
assemblin<^  for  common  interests.  Tlie  massive  door  creaks  upon  its 
wooden  liinj^es  and  as  we  pass  in  we  observe,  as  we  have  said,  tlie 
house  is  40  by  50  with  the  posts  22  feet  high.  Along  the  top  of 
these  massive  S(juare  posts  lay  an  equally  large  hewn  ''plate''  on 
which  rests  the  "bear's  foot''  that  holds  the  lower  end  of  the  large 
''rafters"  which  are  tapered  from  eight  inches  at  the  lower  end  to 
live  at  the  top  where  they  were  matched  to  the  "ridge  i)(>le."  The 
door  oi)eJis  directly  into  tin?  building  which  is  entirely  free  from  any 
])artitions  and  open  clear  to  the  lofty  ridgt!  pole.  'J'he  pulpit  is 
reached  by  a  long  flight  of  stairs  from  the  side  of  the  ])uilding.  This 
we  find  to  be  quite  a  large  room  containing  at  the  Itack  part  three 
"Split  bottonM'd"'  chairs  of  the  rude  numufacture  of  some  farmer. 
A  platform  is  placed  in  front  for  the  minister  to  stand  upon,  other- 
wise he  would  not  be  seen  by  the  peoi)le.  The  reading  desk  covered 
with  slieepskin  witli  the  wool  on,  cohered  a  deep  yellow  l)y  some  good 
housewife  from  the  bark  of  the  yellow  oak,  is  surmounted  b}'  a  huge 
bible  of  King  James'  version  i)rinted  in  England  in  KiOll.  It  is  in 
fact  what  has  been  called  the  "breeches  bible."  On  top  of  it  lies  a  book 
of  the  "Psalms  of  David"  set  in  metrical  form  so  as  to  be  sung  by 
the  people.  The  lines  are  read  one  by  one,  and  sung  when  read 
becaiise  they  have  no  otlier  psalm  book  in  the  house. 

The  only  seats  we  notice  consist  of  sawed  plank  planed  smooth. 
'J'he  lower  sides  are  bored  with  large  auger  holes  where  hickory  sap- 
lings are  inserted  for  legs  to  stand  them  ujjon.  On  these  hard  seats 
the  good  old  time  Christian  martyrs  sat  through  long  prayers  and 
endless  sermons.  The  (juestion  of  l>uilding  pews  has  agitated  the 
pet)ple  for  a  few  years  past,  but  still  I'emains  an  unsettled  i)robIem. 
Town  meetings  have  been  lield  about  the  matter  when  it  has  been 
suggested  that  "those  men  who  have  paid  the  most  to  the  charges  in 
the  Town  those  men  that  were  the  first  settlers  in  the  Town  those 
that  liavc  an  estate  freehold  in  Town  shall  have  pews,  and  voted  to 
have  five  men  to  l)e  a  Conunittee  to  search  the  lists  and  to  see  who  the 
pews  belong  to."  The  lirst  choice  seems  likely  to  fall  to  Governor 
Samuel  Morris,  2d,  to  Jonathan  Newell,  Hd,  Jti-eph  Edmunds,  Jth, 
William  Carter,  5th,  Joshua  llealy,  (Jth,  Samutd  Xewell,  7th,  El)en. 
Edmunds,  8th,  John  Vinton,  9th,  Clement  Corbin,  10th,  Henjamin 
Conant,  11th,  Thomas  Cheany,  12th,  Eben.  Bacon,  13th,  Joseph  Put- 
ney.   Certaiidy  all  these  were  settlers  before  1730. 
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We  :ire  w;inie(l  that  our  visit,  however  interes^tiiiti-.  must  close,  so 
with  iniiiiy  re«;"r(4s  we  leave  the  iiieetiii^-house  and  take  a  tar(,-\\cll 
«;'laiiee  al)0ut  the  hill,  and  then  face  ihe  we>tiM  iiiiii;'  >un  on  <aii-  I't'tuni 
to  the  (^)uinel)au^'.  We  are  ^lad  (»ui- t rii>  (-((nld  Ix-  lakcn  Ixdorc  our 
Indian  ti-ail  has  l>eeii  ehanu'ed  into  a  highway.  A  heady  1  he  wliiti-- 
used  it  as  a  means  to  ^ci  ahout  on  loot  and  horselmck  IVoin  tla-  lake 
to  the  liver,  yet  it  was  a  \\  ild  iiat h  (juite  unUke  tlie  road\\a\'  it  i-  lo 
he.  As  the  Indian  resei-\ation  on  the  hill  was  a  nnk'  s(j)iar<',  and  a^^ 
the  meeting-house  is  on  the  north  side,  wc  may  eoneludc  that  at  our 
left  lies  the  Indian  land  that  may  extend  to  the  Ixiltom  ot  the  hill, 
while  to  our  ri^ht  we  know  t he  land  h<d<»ni;s  to  >\'illiam  (  aitci-  until 
we  reach  that  ot  Sanni(d  Xewidl.  We  soon  reach  his  hou-i'  that 
stands  heside  the  ''Xewcll  hrook"  »tt'ten  ^[lolu'ii  of  in  the  old  recdid-. 
'J'he  house  is  a  lar>;('  connnodions  one  jirohahly  'Ai)  x  10  lect  on  the 
}j,round  hut  one  stt^ry  hii;h,  thou;i,'h  it-  width  admits  ot  tour  chamlicis 
in  the  cnormoirs  ;j,arrct  which  is  li;;htcd  liy  t'oui'  small  windows  in  the 
ends  ot  the  house.  As  it  w  as  ow  ned  in  my  schoolhoy  da^  s  hy  per- 
sons who  had  children,  who  were  scholars  with  mys(dt.  1  A\as  olteii 
in  tlie  house  and  couhl  not  heli)  oIiser\e  its  antique  ai)i)earance  c'om- 
l)ared  with  more  modern  ones.  On  this  .luly  da}'  ot  IT.'Jli.  we  may 
readily  ohserve  its  massive  frame  was  of  lai'^'e  S(|uared  oak  tindtei-s 
much  like  the  meetini;'-house.  The  '"sills"  were  laid,  the  ''iKist-""  set 
up,  the  ''})!ates''  wer<'  laid  upon  the  ends  of  the  posts  all  fiamed 
toi;ethci' with  "unort ice  and  tenont,"  then  a  hole  was  Ixn-ed  throuuh 
hoth  and  a  lai'^'e  wooden  [)in  dri\en  in  to  hold  all  together.  Thick 
wooden  plaid'^s  were  nailed  on  fi-om  sill  to  i)late  with  spikes  made  hy 
the  local  blacksmith.  They  broke  with  the  sound  ot  a  pistol  shot  on 
cold  winter  nights  giving  a  startling  ellect.  Uver  these  plaid^s  wei'c 
nailed  clapboards  or  shingles. 

Samuel  Newell  was  an  early  settler  p<'rhaps  as  early  as  17'JO-5.  He 
was  certainly  a  lai-ge  land  hokler.  >Ve  lind  him  sitting  on  his  stone 
door  stei>,  which  is  a  fortunate  occurrence,  tor  we  are  famished,  and 
as  he  was  waiting  for  dinnei-,  he  imiled  us  to  ])artake  of  hick" 
with  his  family.  ^'Pot  luck"  ai)])eared  to  us  in  the  guise  of  salt  pork 
and  corned  beef  boiled  together  with  fcair  kinds  of  \-egetab!e<  lett 
over  from  yesterday's  hot  dinner.  This  w  ith  '-l  yc  and  Indian  bread" 
made  a  royal  feast  for  us.  We  could  see  that  the  bulk  ot  the  cooking 
was  done  in  the  enormous  oven  beside  the  kitchen  lirei»lace,  which 
only  did  duty  to  warm  up  the  viands  cooked  in  the  oveti.  The  cradle 
and  the  spinning  wheel  ajipeared  to  be  the  most  used  articles  in  the 
house.    Our  great  grandmothers'  cradles  and  furniture  were  not  ob- 
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joc'ts  of  1)oauty,  but  Imrd}^  inon  find  woiikmi  wci-c  iniscd  in  tliom  wlio 
moved  on  to  become  tlie  piiuiecrs  wbo  ('(»n(juered  tlic  Iiidiiiii  and 
tb(!  forests  of  our  furtber  we.'-tf'rn  wilds,  tbus  l)ee()uiini:,'  tlic  makers 
of  Aujeriea.  Tbis  bouse  stooil  a  lairly  ^'odd  one  uniil  al)out  IHoO 
wben  it  was  torn  down  Avitb  mueli  dillieult}  and  i-cplai'cd  by  a  new 
one.  We  liave  no  knowledge  tbat  Newell  liad  a  mill  liei'e,  but  later, 
dams  were  to  be  built  and  a  mill  erected  by  lv'<(|uiic""  'i'ul'ls  lor  tlie 
I)Ui-|)ose  of  iinisbiiiij;  tbe  (dolb  t be  lai'mi-rs"  wives  spun  tln'  yarn  for 
and  wove  in  tbeir  own  looms  at  bonie.  .Alucb  of  tbis  clotb  was  dyed 
in  the  wool  wilb  llie  bark  of  tbe  butternut  trees,  oi-  pcrbaps  tbe  ]»ai'k 
of  the  white  oi-  yellow  oal;.  Our  ^reat  i;randui< >t bei's"  d\-e-kettles 
were  an  iui[)()rtant  I'eatui'e  ot  tbeir  stock  of  necessary  article^,  tor 
into  it  went  tbe  clotlies  and  stockini;<  ot  tbeir  tamilic-  winch  often 
munljered  as  lii^h  as  lifteen  cliildren.  To  ket'[)  l  beii' moutlis  tilled  and 
backs  c(»vered  re([iiired  tbe  incessant  labor  of  "".M  ot  her"'  IVom  live 
o'clock  a.  m.,  uinil  aftei*  midnight. 

Tufts  abandoned  this  mill  when  he  bci^aii  makinii'  cloth  at  the 
'I'ufts  Villa;;-e.  The  massive  timbers  of ■  this  abandoned  mill  added  a 
S])ice  of  adventiu'c  to  oui"  schooll)oy  fancy,  for  Wi.'  umst,  of  coui'se, 
turn  down  stream  and  run  alon^'  these  'Sills"  totbeotber  sbore  ratlu^i- 
tliaii  cross  on  tbe  secui-e  stone  brid;^!'  which  s]);!nned  tbe  sti'i-am.  If 
w(!  were  late  in  reaching'  lujiue  it  would  be  becaus<'  wt-  wadi'sltoo  lon<^ 
in  the  pool  above  the  brid<^e  which  was  so  (dear  and  fascinating;-.  W  e 
conclude  that  as  Ion;;- a,i!,'o  as  17;{'J  a  brown  tbrasbei-  scolded,  lliiled 
and  S(|ualled  in  the  alders  luakini;-  a  ^icat  fuss  becau.-e  of  the  b'ar  be 
liad  that  we  woidd  do  harm  io  his  spinisc  and  younji,'  in  tb<'  nest  liy 
the  )  ipplin<^  brook. 

Now  be<>-ins  the  ascent  of  the  s]o|)c  toward  Jonathan  Newell's.  ^^\- 
find  that  SauuiePs  land  extended  toward  the  west  nearly  to  .lonatlian's 
b(»use  on  the  south  side,  while  .lonatbau's  noith  side  cc^mes  down 
nearly  to  the  bottom  of  the  hiil,  all  covered  with  piiuieval  forests.. 
To  tlie  s(^uthward  lay  Sauiu(d"s  "^reat  meadow"'  winch  stretc-bed  to 
where  Captain  Leiuuel  llealy's  saw  mill  once  stood.  ^Vitb  much  el- 
fort  we  reach  the  heii;-ht  and  lind  Jonathan's  house  to  t)e  at  tbe  south 
of  the  trail  and  the  bai'u  a  distance  to  tbe  north.  'J'be  house  is 
smaller  than  Saumers  but  it  stood  soundly  for  fifty  years,  tlienit 
was  moved  later  and  l)uilt  u])o]isotbal  in  lS-12  when  my  boyish  feet 
tlrst  trod  its  lloors  it  was  a  good  modern  dwellini;'  of  larij,e  si/e. 

Tbis  old  hou-e  that  once  sheltered  my  youtlifid  bead  had  Ix-eu 
standin<>-  for  one  hundred  and  eiulit  \'  years,  and  was  reciuitly  toi  ii  down 
to  give  place  to  a  more  modern  one.    In  old  times,  when  the  tide  of 
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irruni;4^rati(ni  swept  strongly  W(;st\vai(l,  it  liad  hccii  a  tavci  ii.  Here 
in  cold  weather  blazing'  lires  wei-e  si.'cu  in  all  tlit-  lour  tii<'itlae*'S  each 
side  of  tlio  enoruioiis  chimney.  AMieii  this  was  l  enioved  several  old 
coins  were  found,  some  of  the  Kevolntionary  ])eri()(l.  One  was  ICn<;- 
iisli,  hearing  the  iinage  of  tlie  King  and  tlie  date  of  IT.'^i.  Tljese 
coins  had  fallen  in  tlieir  day  int(^  cracks  of  tlie  hearth<  of  the  liic- 
])laces,  and,  being  only  coiijx'r,  ^\'ere  not  searched  for  with  the 
''hroom  and  ligiited  candle,'"  as  of  old,  with  jtainstaking  care.  One 
of  these  bore  InterlocKing  rings,  which  repicsented  thr  thiileen 
United  Colonies,  with  the  motto:  IX.  I'MUX.  'ril!:i:i:.  IS. 
STRENGTH.  On  tlie  reverse  is  a  -unburst  upon  a  dial,  with  the 
motto:  ''Mind  Your  Own  lUisiness.''  Date  was  17SS.  The  ]trs'S'  nt 
owner  of  the  farm  gave  me  one  <d'  the  eoin<,  which  was  nnule  in  1787. 
On  one  side  was  stamped  the  (  Joddess  of  Liberty,  holding  in  one  hand 
an  olive  branch,  in  the  other  a  stair.  Tiie  nH)ttois:  KTLIli.  IXI)I<:. 
On  the  reverse  is  stami)ed  the  head  of  a  man  with  haii-  in  (pieue.  The 
motto  on  this  side  is:  OOTl'IJI.  COXX'.  Avithority  was  given  by  the 
State  of  Connecticut  in  1785  to  Samutd  Bisliop,  James  Hilliiouse, 
John  Hopkins  and  John  Goodrich  to  coin  cojiper  cents  for  that  State. 
The  dies  were  made  l)y  Abe!  Huel,  of  New  IfaNcn.  They  were  coined 
from  1785  to  1788  ;  they  wei-e  similai- to  those  made  for  \'(M'inont  of 
1788,  excepting  tlie  latter  were  OCTriH.  VKKT.  Tiiey  api)ear  to 
have  been  cast  plain  ;  then  laid  upon  an  anvil,  the  stamp  liehl  in  the 
hand  upon  them  and  shuck  with  a  hanimei-. 

There  were  four  New(dls  who  were  (piite  i)rominenl  pi(»neers  of 
tliis  region  l»ut  all  disappeared  from  Ouilley.  Jonathan  was  "town 
treasurer,''  deacon  of  the  churcli  in  1745,  and  somethiiig  of  a 
''warbler,''  f()r  he  was  elect ed  in  town  m(;eting  lo  **set  the  Psalm  in 
the  meeting  on  the  Sabbath,"  aft{'r  Jos<  ph  IVpjx'r — who  was  cho>en 
in  town  meeting  to  do,  so — 'diad  read  the  psalm."'  He  may  have  '-set 
•the  I'salm"  pretty  well  hut  we  had  rather  be  oulsidt;  listening  to  the 
notes  of  the  song  sparrow  and  wood  thrush. 

The  following  letter  throws  much  light  upon  Jonathan  Newell's 
possessions : 

AVoRCESTEK,  31  ASS.,  Fclnaiary  21,  1UU5. 

W.  P.  Eddy,  Esq., 

liUOOKLVN,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir  :  — 

Your  favor  of  February  IGth  is  received  with  enclosure.  In  order 
to  deterniijic  of  whom  William  (  artei-  and  Jonathan  and  Sannnd 
Newell  first  i)urchased  land  in  what  is  now  Dudley,  it  would  be 


necessary  to  examine  tlie  records  at  SuHV)lk  as  ours  do  not  seem  to 
extend  hack  far  enouiih.  [As  Woivester  county  A\a<  not  oi-;4;tni/,<'d 
until  1781,  lecords  ot  deeds  previous  to  that  date  arc  in  SulVolk 
county.] 

The  lirst  deed  recorded  in  ^Voi'cestcr  to  Jonathan  Newell  i-^  dat<'d 
March  31,  17"27,  in  which  Joseph  iMlmonds,  '-helonuin;;  to  a  tarm 
called  Kekamou-(ul:hau(j  hetwecn  ^Voodstock  and  ( )\toi-d"'' conveys  a 
tract  of  land  which  is  hounded  on  the  north  l)y  land  of  Colonel 
William  Dudley  and  on  the  west  aiul  south  hy  other  land  of  Jose|ih 
Edmonds. 

Tlu're  are  three  or  four  deeds  recorded  here  from  Jon:ilhan  Newell. 
Two  of  them  are  to  Daniel  Newell  wh(»  luay  have  heen  his  son. 

N'ery  t  lady  y(.iur<, 

Daniel  Kent,  Resist ci-. 

'I'his  conununication  from  the  Reiiist<'r  of  Deeds  in  Worcester  is 
very  interest injji,',  first  liecause  it  j2,ives  rhe  Indian  n:une  of  the  region, 
and  second  it  sustains  my  contention  that  the  noith  line  of  the  Kddy- 
Bisco  farm  lay  ui)on  tile  south  line  <d'  (Jo\ernor  Dudley's  holdini;"  of 
the  Oxford  ii,rant.  1  have  ncvei-  seen  this  Indian  name  used  in  any 
otlier  connection. 

It  is  inteiestin^'  to  not(^  a<;ain  from  Worcester  iccords  which  re- 
veal the  Indian  name  of  much  of  Dudley:  '-'I'he  lirst  deed  i'ec(»rded 
heiv  to  AVilliam  Carter  is  from  Joseph  I'eppei'  cfuixcyin^"  land  in 
Kckamaquagh."'  Th«^  land  deed"d  hounds  on  othei-  land  of  William 
(Jarter,  which  shows  that  this  was  not  his  lirst  purchase.  'i'liis  dcetl 
is  acknowled«ied  Septemhei- 20,  1788.  Two  (d  the  coui  ses  aic  cui  a 
highway. 

I  was  never  aware  tliat  there  was  an  Indian  name  attached  to  any 
part  of  Dudle}^  save  that  of  Joshua  Pe;;an\s  hill,  ]iow  Dudley  hill. 
It  seems,  however,  hy  old  records  of  deeds  I'ound  at  Worcester,  that 
the  natives  had  the  name  of  '■'Ke-ka-ma-qua^h,  "  \\  hich  the  eai  ly 
settlers  used  in  desii;"natin^'  lands  which  lay  to  the  west  of  Pecan's 
liill. 

It  appears  ))y  the  survey  of  the  trail  hetwecn  the  ()uinehau»;-  anJ 
the  lake  that  Jonathan  Newell's  place  lay  lo  the  west  and  adjoinin*;' 
Sanuiel  Newell's,  all  west  of  Pe<;"an"s  liill.  If,  as  s-'en  in  the  lir>t 
record  <iuoted,  Edmonds  sold  to  Jonathan  Ne^\cll,  we  may  conclude 
that  this  Indian  name  was  applied  to  the  hill  west  of  Pe«;-an"s  hill 
owned  successively  hy  Edmunds,  Newell,  Edwards,  Duncan,  Lawton, 
Leavens,  Brown,  Eddy  and  IJisco. 

My  father,  wlien  he  owned  the  farm,  tried  to  g^'t  the  people  to  call 
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it  Nipmnck  liill.  He  did  not  succeed.  'Pliis  record  ;il»ove  of  a  deed 
to  William  Carter  sliows  tliat  tliei<'  was  an  Indian  name  attached  to  a 
l)retty  larg'e  section  west  ot  I>iidley  liill.  I'lohahly  lis  proimiieiat ion 
was  so  diliicult  by  the  white  settlers  tliat  it  tailed  to  be  used  i'or  any 
len<;"th  of  time  by  them. 

Bein*^  very  thirsty  we  ^'o  to  the  well  near  tlie  iiouse  and  droj)  the 
l)ucket,  ''tiie  old  oaken  bucket  that  hum;'  in  the  mcIT"  until  IS.")!),  and 
l)ullin^'  u])on  tlie  smooth  pole  we  b'teh  it  u])  drijipinn-  with  the  swet-t- 
e>t,  coldest  water  we  ev<'r  tasted.  IModdini;-  on  westward,  we  soon 
reach  thti  large  farm  house  that  is  prnbal)ly  standim;-  to-day,  beloui;- 
ing- to  Joseph  Jewell  which  was  to  be  called  later  ••the  Krastu<  l)ur- 
fee  place.''  Jose))h  Jew(dl,  dun.,  is  at  his  doorstep  and  we  pass  the 
'diowday"  atid  trud*;"e  on  to  James  Taylor's.  We  ^vere  especially 
interested  in  this  place  IxH-ause  it  was  included  in  Hutchinson's  *;rant, 
though  known  as  ••Taylor's  Hill."  His  Innise  is  one  of  the  old 
])attern  of  four  rooms  down  stairs  and  all  th<'\-  C(ndd  get  in  the  gar- 
ret with  its  sloping  roof.  It  is  (»f  good  oak  material  throughout, 
wiiicli  stood  tlie  stress  of  stiu'ms  for  a  ceinury  and  three  (piarters. 
Knowing  Mr.  Taylor  was  one  of  the  earlier  pioneers  in  the  region  we 
were  glad  to  find  him  at  leisure  to  answer  (piestions  ct)ncernlng  the 
Indian  holdings  in  the  vicinity  f(»r  we  had  the  idea  that  this  was  near 
their  western  limit.  31r.  Taylor  re(piested  us  to  f(dlow  him  to  the 
west  a  slnut  distance  along  the  path.  There  he  halted  and  pointed 
to  a  Hat  stone  securel}'  set,  and  in(iuired  with  a  (pii//ical  snule,  '•Xaw 
wdiat  der  ye  sui)pose  that  wuz  fury"'  Of  course  we  don't  know  and 
press  him  for  an  explanation.  '^Wal,  sirs,"  he  Ix'gan  ^^ith  the  aii-  of 
a  man  wiio  knew  it  all,  ''that  thare  stone  was  set  uj)  there  at  the  time 
of  the  Oxford  survejMn  10^3  to  >\un\  the  Injuns  t heir  nor" west  line 
corner;  but  it  is  wrong.  It  stands  on  theii-  west  line  where  their 
trail  crosses  it.''  (f  am  informed  that  one  similar  to  it  is  yet  stand- 
ing which  was  erected  to  mark  a  corner  of  lands  given  to  John 
Eliot  in  Brimlield  and  Sturbridge.)  '-Was  your  i)lace  in  Dudley's 
grantV"  "No,  my  holdin'  wuz  set  olVto  Kob  Hutchinson  of  England 
but  laws  sakes  he  didn't  want  it,  so  he  got  (;ov.  Dudley  to  stdl  it  icr 
me  and  here  I  am  ter-day  this  20th  of  July  1731t.  That  landmark  wuz 
set  uj)  by  John  Gore  by  order  of  Joe  Dudley  to  acccunt  b>r  their  west 
line,  l)ut  it  didn't 'mount  ter  notin'  fur  oidy  hout  24  year,  fur  the 
copper  siud;es  didn't  kt'cr  n()thin'  IVr  the  laml,  so  made  it  over  in  1707 
to  the  sly  old  Governor  and  then  he  began  to  tleed  it  to  the  lirst 
settlers  hereabouts.  Good  fer  us  but  bad  ter  Injuns.  lie  ye  goin  on 
beyaut  the  rivei-?"     ''  Certainly."    ''\Val,  yer  know  erbout  tlu'  rattle 


snake  rorks!  -'We  linvo  licard  about  thcui.''  ^-NN'al,  cacli  on  ye  vn\ 
a  hig"  stick  and  yvv  Ix'ttcr  take  erhui^'  some  siialcc  bite"  "'We  have 
not  f2;ot  any."  '4 Iav<^  ye  ;i,ot  a  shillin*;^ )t'  course."  ^'Wal,  it"l 
buy  some."  'J'lic  shilling-  went  to  'J  aylor's  pockt't.  ^^'('  l"or<;ot  to  ask 
liini  if  he  was  the  Tayhu-  wiio  went  over  the  \V()(»(l\vanl  and  SalVery 
survey  hiter  and  pointed  out  their  eri-or.  It'  he  were,  he  may  have 
been  tlie  lirst  settler  hei-eabouts. 

Tliere  was  on  the  ma[)  oflTlli  an  assioiimcnt  of  a  bir<^e  tract  of  hind 
to  one  Tayloi-,  jjartly  in  Woodstock,  partly  in  the  l>lack  James  tfria- 
tory  south  of  Rattlesnake  Hill.  It  a]»i»ears  that  Tayloi'  sold  hi-  farm 
to  Isaac  Lee  in  1777.  It  was  liounded  bv  laml  of  .h-well,  \'inIon  and 
Xewell. 

Armed  witli  the  ''bi*;'  stieks"  and  tlie  -'snake  bite"'  we  skirted 
Rattlesnake  JkOcks  without  an  encounter  that  re([uired  the  antidote 
and  saved  it  for  an  emergency  later  that  rendered  it  ([uite  useful,  for 
wholly  exhausted  with  heat  antl  hard  tramping,  <»ne  of  our  numlicr 
re(juired  the  stiuuilant  of  the  '^Xew  I'.ni^land  rum"  to  be  able  to 
reach  our  journey's  end.  llerti  we  ai'e  ''llsijuire  \'inton's  Knter^  alt*," 
crossinji;  wliicli,  we  are  at  the  (^uinebauj;'.  This  we  d'o-^sed  upon  a 
curious  little  bridg'C  wliich  for  a  basis  rested  ui»on  the  trunks  of  (wo 
huge  trees  that  had  been  fallen  close  enough  together  so  that  with  a 
few  cross  pieces,  on  wliich  ])lanks  \\'ere  spiked,  a  liridge  was  made  good 
enough  for  the  passage  of  i)ersons  mourned  upon  horses,  or  tho-e 
walking.  Soon  we  were  at  the  '\S(iuire's""  house,  wliei'e  as  his  day's 
work  Avas  done,  we  found  him  ready  to  talk  about  t(»wn  alfairs  in 
wliicli  lie  was  d<'eply  interested  as  he  was  a  "sideet  man"  and  othcr- 
wis(!  a  man  of  iirominence.  We  lilt  le  thought  his  estate  \\  (tuld  j-<'- 
niain  in  the  family  n;ime  nearly  two  hundi'ed  years. 

Our  next  lialt  was  at  tlie  home  of  Thomas  C'iient.'y  who  cast  his  lot 
wilii  the  Dudley  residents  for  lie  is,  too,  a  town  ollicei-  and  a  (.-onstant 
attendant  at  church  services,  although  so  far  awa_\ .  it  w  as  a  hardshi]) 
to  make  the  journey.  He,  as  a  jtioiieer  <d'  an  early  date,  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  large  and  respectable  family  of  which  one  was  to 
own  tlie  farm  to  a  very  late  date,  all  men  of  prominence  and  value  in 
church  and  town.  'J'he  next  pioneer  we  meet,  as  we  have  moved  on  u[) 
stream,  points  out  wher('  (iovernor  r)udley"s  north  line  ran  directly 
through  where  Sandeisdale  was  to  be.  He  said  '•'it  was  the  lim; 
betwixt  Dudley  and  Charlton."  A\'e  push  on  up  the  ri\(  r  resohcd  uo 
stop  at '"Marcy's  IMill.'"  JJeacliing  it  we  slip  inside  and  lie  down 
ui)on  some  bags  of  grain  and  fall  asleep  (pnc-kl\',  thus  ending  tlu.' 
deliglitful  exploration  of  our  Indian  trail,  now  a  A\hite  man's  path. 
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soon  to  be  his  higiiway  to  the  "mcctin^^-housc/' 

Bryant,  the  exponent  of  wild  Nature,  has  forestalletl  our  evi  ry 
thou^-lit,  and  how  nuieh  better  lu;  lias  deseribed  this  very  [lalh  than 
we  possibly  can. 

"A  path!  What  beauty  doth  a  path  bestow, 

E'en  on  the  dreariest  wild,  its  savage  nooks, 
Seem  homelike  where  aeeustomed  footsteps  i»'o, 

And  the  grim  rock  puts  on  familiar  looks. 
The  tangled  swamp,  through  whieli  a  pathway  strays. 
Becomes  a  garden,  with  strange  flowers  and  sprays/' 
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J/r.  CJiaii  rnau.  LdiUcs  <iinl  f!i'ii(J(;iii.i')i  : 

The  <'\'t'  f)t'  tlic  :iiini\ crsary  ol'  tlic  Itiilli  nf  tlic  I'litlicf  u[  onv  <  oiin- 
tl'y  ><'<'llis  ;i  ^i!titl^•  time  In  (li'dic-llr  to  jillltlic  ll-c  llli-  roimiKurKiU- 
St  iMicturctTiTtfil  :iih1  domiicil  l)y  i  he  p'liriuvii  y  ot  :i  unit  t'l  ill  xui  (it 
<  liarltoii ;  so  nnc  (mhiiv'  1(»  as>i-i  at  llic  coiisccrat ioii  ui'  on,'  niorc  ot  i  lie 
many  Imildiiiiis  staiuliiii;'  in  iiiuiiu-ipal  (•oinmiinit ics  t hroiiulioiit  our 
laud,  <'ini)liasi/r  tlic  tact  that  sell'  i^ov cniiiM  iit  i<  x'curcd  to  tlic 

inliahitatit  s,  and  that  pcilccl  riccdoni  i<  accorded  to  all  citi/cir-  in  the 
management  and  conlr(d  <>\'  their  ci\ic  alVairs. 

Our  aiK'e'stors  hron^ht  \\ith  them  across  the  sca>  linii  and  !i\cd 
ideas  ol  lihtM-ly  and  polity,  and  here  in  Ihe  land  <d'  their  adoplion  ihey 
.found  full  opportunity  and  a  hiitad  liidd  lor  tiieir  tree  dc\ (dopment  : 
nnd,  from  the  time  of  their  lirst  landing;'  up(Ui  (tur  shores,  the  sy.-tem 
<d"  eiit  rust  ini;' i  he  di  reel  ion  ( d"  local  allairs  to  Ihe  loca  I  const  i!  ueiicie< 
instead  ol'  to  a  central  i)ower,  has  l>cen  lirml}-  and  con<iant!y  iu>i-tcd 
npon  hy  them  aii<l  \)\  those  \\hoha\-e  lolloNNcd  them. 

The  I'undamenlal  American  idea  of  lioxei-nment  is.  that  Iromlhe 
peoplo  comes  the  soui'ce  (d'  all  jxditieal  power,  and  that  il  i>  the  peo- 
ple alone  who  has'c  the  riiihl  to  exercise  il.  This  j)rincii»le  wa-  ne\er 
hettei-  nor  more  ti'i-s(dy  stated  than  hy  Ihe  \\(dhkiio\\n  and  oil 
repeated  expression  »d'  Linc(du.  at  ( .et  tysliur^'.  ihai  we  li\c  in  '-a 
U'oN-crnment  of  the  peoj)le,  liy  the  peoph'.  tor  the  people."  Tpoii  thi- 
principle  ol'  u,d\('rnmeiu  rest<  our  entire  jiolitical  sy-iem.  and  con-e- 
<iuenily  incNcry  county,  i-ity  and  town  in  the  Cniled  States,  as  well 
in  t  he  new  ly--ei I  led  reuions  of  the  gi  i-al  \\ C-t  as  in  <:lic  .\\U-v  ci\  ili/a- 
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tioii  of  t  he  I':i<t,  tlicrc  i-  I'ound  rrccdoiii  ol'  coiit  I'o!  ;i  scl  rin;iii:ii;('- 
niciit  by  1  lie  iiili;il)U;mt s. 

All  ciniiKMit  nutlioi' ;iiul  nut  horil  y  on  iiiuiiicip.'i!  ,  in  of 
this  lihci'ty,  mitlirully  s:!y<:  '-'i'lic  tiunilici-  ;m<l  1  i<mm loin  ot  ihc-c 
locni  ori;;iiii/;itioiis  wiicrcliy  polilim!  iMiwcris  cxcrcis'Ml  l»y  IIm-  citi- 
zens of  the  Nni  ious  .-iihd: \  i-ion<  oT  ;i  stnic  w  iio  c  ;i  l  ii^lit  to 
\dt('  and  to  iciiuhiic  t  licii-  (^w  ii  d(»incsl  ic  ailhir.-.  roii>l it  iit  c  a  niarkrd 
I'caturt'  in  oui-  syst<'ni  of  ;j,'o\'('rnni<'nt ."'  A  town,  under  t  liis  sy -t  eni.  is 
NS'idl  dellned  to  he  ''a  coininunit  \',  oT  wiiich  the  eili/ens  ai'e  nuauhei's 
oC  the  whole  nation,  all  ]fo-.-e-<ini;'  the  -anie  rii;hi<  and  snhjccl  to  ll:e 
-aine  Imrdeiis,  luit  relainiiiLi'  the  a(hnini-li  alion  (d'  la\\-  and  u;'o\-ei  luiieiit. 
in  all  local  matters  w  hich  concern  not  I  Ik-  nation  at  I,; rL',e."* 

Standini;'  I:ere  to-day  in  the  cenl<'r  o|  (he  e.-M'ly  -ett'enient,  stii- 
rounded  hy  lier  heautilul  liills.  and  ^latcl  ull)-  inij»i-es-ed  with  tlie 
inlierilance  wliichhas  come  down  to  w-  tVom  our  ance-hn-.-,  let  n^ 
siKMul  a  short  time  loolsini;"  into  tiie  loundin^'  and  dexeiopment  of  tins 
tyjjical  New  Ihiuland  town. 

It  was  nearl)'  a  hundred  years  after  (lov.  Winthroj,  and  his  little 
IhM't  ofeie\en  vess(ds  sailed  into  Salem  liarhor.  hefore  the  leriitoi'y 
occupied  hy  thefowiMd'  < 'ha  fit  on  was  'j,!  \-en  o\er  to  -et  I  h'i's.  I'nder 
a  colonial  urant,  and  a  imi-chase  from  the  Indiair-,  all  of  that  unoccii- 
l»ied  land  whii'h  remained  west  <d' the  -^et  t  led  t  ra>ct  (d'  alxait  iwtdve 
thousand  acr<s  of  Oxford,  called  t  he  \  i!  ia^e.*"  had  Ik  en  ludd  undi- 
vided and  for  spetailative  imrpose-  siia'c  the  yeai-  l!iSi>;  hut  alter  the 
deatli  of  ( iov.  1  >utl!ey,  w  in)  w  as  one  of  tlie  ori^iiad  propriet  or>.  i  he 
Dudley  heirs  he^•an  to  s(dl,  in  parc(ds.  tiie  jjoiiion  which  had  heen  -d 
(dVtohim  in  his  life-time  hy  a  deed  ()f  pa.rlilioii  nnidc  in  KiSS:  and  the 
demand  for  these  lands  \)y  settlers  herante  so  ^feat.  and  the  >al<'s 
wer<'  so  numer(tus  after  the  year  17'JK  that  ten  yeai's  later  the  pur- 
chasers procured  an  act  of  incoriiora.tion  as  the  town  (d'  I>udley,  In 
!7"J7  and  17is,  the  sales  i»f  the  Dudley  heirs  included  portions  of  what 
is  now  ( 'harlton  ;  and  in  those  years,  larni-lot-,  so  called,  weic  con- 
veyed to  I]hene/er  Moulton,  Joseph  rtdne\-,  tlie  brothers  Nathan  and 
Dani(d  Mackint ire.  and  their  cou>!n  (>bailiah.  nn-n  of  Salem,  all  of 
whom  toolc  innnediale  poises-ion  of  their  lands. 

'I'hese  fi\('  s^'cm  to  ha\'e  I)een  the  ad\anc<'  ^aiard  <d'  the  Salem  pio- 
iieei's  who  took  u]»  lands  in  and  in^ai-this  (own.  Dbadiah  was  I)rother 
of  Klea/.oi-,  and  both  are  direct  ancest  ors  of  William  II.  Dextei.  the 
li'eneroirs  oImm- of  t  his  huildinii,'.  K!ea/.er  eauf  up  lat  er,  in  I  7.")  1.  be- 
came a  pr.innacn^-  citi/.en,  was  (dected  upon  the  lir-i  boiuHl  (d'  school- 
committee,  and  lec-eived  otherhonor-  at  the  hand-ol  his  hd low-cit i/cns. 


li(U  il  A\:is  iIk'  i)ui;iii^-  uj/oii  ilic  i!i;ii'l-.<'t  ol  tlir  m-vcii- 

tt'cii  liuiidicil  :u'i'c  Iriict  of  'I'lioiuas  i'l-c.ikc.  w  ho  had  conic  into  ])o>-c<- 
sioii  ill  less,  which  ua\(^  tlic  i:rcal  iiiipclii-  l(»  the  .-;t  I  Icmciil  of 
<  harhoii  laM(l>.  'J'1j!>  t  ract  of  i''rcal.c  i;ic|!id(  <l  the  (  'ciiicr.*"  and  wa~ 
c'(*n\ eyed  iu  lT.'M  to  l''i-cal<.c  1\ il chi ii.  t he  wife  of  IMwaiil  Kiiciiin  of 
Salciii,  w'lio  soon  aftcrwai'ds  di\idcd  il  into  c(jual  hd-  <>['  one  hniKhcd 
jicrcs  each,  ami  (dTere*!  them  foi-  -ale  to  nei;:,hi;oi-;,  and  other-  who 
jniu'hl  wi>h  to  purcha-e.  The.-e  h»ls  were  (|iiickly  di-|Mr-ed  (d.  and 
there  liCL^an  to  come  u[i  from  the  coa-t.  liardy  yeomeii  .-ecKinL-;  new- 
homes  in  the  \\  i Iderness  :  and  ahtni:,'  l  he  (dd  'ounce i  icnt  Tat  h."  w  it  li 
1  lii'ir  \\i\('s  aiul  childien.  tla  ii'  hoi'^-e-^.  their  o\cn,  tin  ii' cows  and  all 
of  their  worhlly  i)osse--ioir>,  toiled  i;rand-on-  oi'  the  rni-ilan-  w  ho  had 
heen  driveti  from  lOnulaiid  l)y  tlu'  intolerance  ot  Kinu' dames.  >i(!e  hy 
side  with  iiei^dihors  and  IViends  w  ho,-e  ii,i-a nd -i re<  were  ( 'o\-ena  liters. 
<'\iles  fi-oin  ScoflancL  who  had  heen  deporicd  to  this  coiinir_\-  as  jni-- 
oners  of  war  hy  ( 'rom w  el I  a ffer  their  disastrous  d'cfeat  and  rtmi  ai 
Duiihar  and  ^^'orcesler.  where,  willi  the  secoiid  ("iiarie-.  they  iiad 
striven  to  jmt  dow  n  the  I'ni  itan  commonwealth  and  its  i)ro|ector. 

Tliese  A\('re  tlie  pioiK^  rs  of  ('liarllon.  'i'hey  were  men  nl'  lai^c 
frame  and  stout  heail  :  stern  in  counieiiance,  hnl  of  kindly  -[)iril  :  diu- 
iiilied,  eai'iiesl,  j)ati(.'m.  and  iiidii-i  riou>  ;  (  htd-fcarinu' and  law-aliidiii'j,- ; 
r(di^-ious  and  intoh'ranr.  hnl  t  horouuidy  ju-l  ;  li'ded  with  idea<  of  indi- 
vi(hial  fre<'dom.  hut  not  slii  inUini;'  from  s(d f-<aci  i lice  :  w  ith  iitile  oiii- 
^\ard  sliow  oJ'  atllH-tion,  yet  exjiil)irm;4'  deep  symjialliy  in  lime-  ol 
allliction;  ])ossesse(l  in  line  w  ith  all  llie  es-ential  (juali[ie<  for  f(»undim;' 
a  new  and  In^tiiiL!,'  community  in  lh<'  wilderne->. 

Nearly  a  Iiundred  yeai's  Ixd'ore,  hy  thi-  same  Indian  trail,  lliere  had 
Journeyed  the  jiiou-  and  l>e|o\-ed  'rhoina>  ilool:e)-,  on  his  way  from 
(.'ainhridi;-e  to  the  w  i  Idciiies-  in  Connect  icul .  lakini;-  jta  ji-hioiici'- 
with  him,  nu*n.  women  and  idiildi'cn.  and  hi<  wife  on  a  lith-r:  and.  in 
tlie  laii;^'uai;-e  of  ^^'inthrop,  '•they  dr<t\-e  one  lmndr<'d  ;ind  sixty  cattle 
and  partook  (d'  their  milk  hy  tlie  way."  Thu-  did  (uir  forht  a r-  jour- 
ney, Ixd'oi-e  the  days  (d'  persona  1  ly  c( naluct ed  tours  l)y  jaii Iman  car> 
and  steamhoat . 

'idle  exami)le  set  hy  Kilchin  \\'as  ^oon  folIow(-M!  hy  tli<'  {)r(»ii!iet or-  o|' 
tile  lJia(d-:w<dl,  Stoui;'liton,  ('ox  and  'riiomp-on  liact-,  and  hefore  an}- 
luoNcmeiit  wa-^  made  toward  a  sejjaraU'  municipaniy  all  id'  those  iaiids 
had  heen  thl■o^^ll  o})eu  to  purcha-ei-.  The  ••('ountr_\  (dire"'  on  the 
iu»rth  did  not  lieu-in  to  he  settled  until  ahoul  1  he  year  17:^.k 

'i'h()r<)n_i;'hly  imiaieij  with  theii'  New  I'hiu'land  idea-,  our  siuidy  pio- 
neers, with  an  ahutidance  (d' enerL:,y  and-piril,  sei  lhem>el\c-  at  woi-k 
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uillidul  delay  to  Iiuild  llicir  Imiiics,  lc\cl  tlic  lorr-i,  n'll  ihc  lami.  lay 
nut:  roads,  supjiorl  the  rliiiirh  and  m-IiooU.  A  shoil  linn'  n\\\y  clap-'d 
iKdorc  tlicy  louiid  I  licui>(d\ c-^  >id>jcctcd  to  iiic(»u\ciiicni'f  -  (am-i'd  l>\ 
tlicii-  c'oiincci  ion  witli  tlir  oldri-  >*'t  t  l(M!ii'nt  ol'  ()\l(M'd.  and  llicir 
patience  l)e,Li,an  ^oonto  l)e  sorely  tried.  'I'liey  lra\i'l|ed  (•sernnmh 
I'oads  a  di-tanee  ot  ahdUl  ten  niile^  lo  allend  elnireii  and  town  nieei- 
in;;'s;  tliey  were  eomiiel  led  t  o  i»a\  for  the  sniipoit  ol'  >e!iool-  at  the 
^illa;;•e,  which  were  so  tar  from  tlieii' homes  a-  to  he  ol'  little  or  no. 
henelit  to  their  (.-hildren;  and.  Nvliat  was  to  them  e\ceedini;l\  au^ra- 
\ntiiii;\  tlie  al>-ei>l  ] H'oprietors  of  1  he  lar;;e  undi\ide<l  tracts  hy  wlTudi 
tlu'y  N\-ere  snrrouiided  put  catile  upon  ih<-  (»]>en  land^  t»»  L^ra/e.  so  that 
the  im[)i*o\('d  and  culti\ ated  tarnis  were  o\ errnn.  t  l  ampled  upon  and 
(!('■«( royed  w  it h  lit t le  cha.nce  of  interl ei cnce,  tor  the  town  [lound  wa- 
so  tar  awa}-  that  it  was  well  ni^'h  inipo--il)le  to  dri\e  the  hea-t-  there- 
to he  im|)ounde(l. 

'riie,-e  and  similar  i;r!evaHce>  hccame  harder  to  hear  alter  ii  wa- 
seen  that  they  were  di<re;;ai'ded  hy  tlie  people  of  the  villaiiC,  who  oiU- 
uuudtered  them  at  town  meeliii^'  and  wci-e  heedles-  ol  their  lo-s  .•md 
di-i'omt'ort .  ^^■hen  it  hecame  liece.-sary  to  huild  a  new  im-ei  i  n^-house 
lor  the  town.  inord<-i-to  replace  the  old  one,  the  people  ol  tin'  new 
settlement  tIioui!,iil  that  sucli  would  atVord  an  oppoilunity  to  jdace  it 
in  a  location  wlicre  it  ^\■ouId  he  miuc  convenient  to  them.  and.  in  oi  dei' 
to  show  their  i^cnrrosity  (»t  spirit,  and  a  desire  to  assist  in  iL<  eret'tion 
heyond  the  amount  which  iheycoulil  he  called  upon  to  contrihute. 
tlu^y  l>rocur<Ml  sullicient  tind)ei-  lor  its  const  ruci  ion,  and  also  secured 
promises  from  some  of  the  landowners  to  i;i\e  the  land  for  il>  site; 
hut  a  meeting'  ha  vin^'  heen  cal led  t  o  i'on>ider  I  he  niat  tei'.  (d'  w  hi(di  meet- 
in;:;  many  were  ignorant,  much  to  their  chagrin  and  disipiietude,  hy  a 
j)rei)ondei'at ini^  \'ote  the  meetini;'-house  was  retained  at  ()\lo!'d  vllla^'e. 

Afteratime  it  hecame  manifest  to  iheselt'ers  that  no  relief  IVom 
their  incon\eniences  and  ti-oid»les  could  l»e  had  except  hy  lornnni;- 
tliemsehcs  into  a  separate  I'onuminit  \',  and  the  (piotioii  of  -ettim;- 
theni<eh  es  oil"  from  Oxford  henaii  to  he  a:;ilated  loi-  a  coir^idei  :d de 
pei'iod  p!-eviou.s  to  making;'  an  application  lo  the  i^cneral  cou.t. 
Naturally  this  idea  ^\as  oj)posed  \  i^-oron^ly  liy  the  citizeirs  of  the 
oldei-  i)art,  who  had  l»een  a!r<'ady  depi-i\e(K  in  ITHI.ol  the  thrisiui;- 
poi)ulation  of  1  )ud!ey.  hideed  it  would  he  i-are  luii!  ,!  -ueh  a  spirit 
of  s(df-saci"ilice  in  a  t-onununity,  a-  to  \irw  with  eipianimity  a  >uuii,'e<- 
tion  to  deprive  it  of  a  larii,e  slice  ol  territory,  touethei-  w  it  h  a  coir<ider- 
ahle  numhei-  of  tax-payini;-  citi/cns,  and  tims  throw  a  i;i-eater  hurden 
td'  expeir-e  upon  tho-e  rcmninini;'. 
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•lU' tlie  year  1750,  tilt'  f('t'lin<^  tliat  Xhoy  sliould  be  made  a  separate 
lowiisliip  liad  iH'conic  so  tj;it'ally  iiitcusiticd  t)iat  a  slroni;'  jx'titioii 
tliei-cfor  was  i)r('))ai'<'d  and  laid  heloic  llic  t()\N')i.  A  mectiii";'  \vas  licld 
on  May  17,  oT  tlial  year,  and,  after  muk-Ii  dist.-ussi(»n,  a  vote  was  passed 
consent ini;' to  a  set-ofVot  all  the  hinds  wliicli  were  west  ot  a  Wnv  tic<j 
miles  Avest  of  tin*  villaixe  line ;  proN  ided  tliiittlie  jieopU' (»!'  theCiore 
slioidd  Join  with  tlieni.  This  vote  ilid  not  })rove  at  all  sntist'aetory  to 
the  petitlonei'S,  for  they  believed  that  the  line  of  divisi(»n  should  be 
not  moi-e  tlianu  single  mile  from  the  villai;-e;  so  tliey  icfused  to  aeei'jit 
the  olVer,  and,  upon  June  12.  (d' the  same  yeai',  ))rei)ared  a  petiti<ui. 
si<i-ned  by  seventeen  (d'  the  i>rineipal  eiti/en<  of  ihe  new  set  t  lenient, 
and  nine  of  those  of  the  Core,  and  they  i)i-e,-t'nte(l  this  lo  the  •;-eneral 
eourt.  The  petition  pi-ayedlha!  the  eitizens  of  the  westei-ly  pori ion 
of  the  town,  t{»,u-ether  with  those  of  t  he  <  io)-e  from  a  line  di'awn  nori  h 
and  south  one  nnle  we-t  of  the  village,  with  all  the  Gore  lyini:;  o!f 
even  a^aiirst,  these  lands."  be  set  oil'  to  form  a  new  townshij).  'I'he 
petition  moreover  stated  that  a  i)art  (d  the  sii^iiers  did  not  b(d<»ni;'  to 
aiiy  town  whatsoever,  and  that  the  (tther  |>art  were  not  in 
the  least  ]-e;j,-arded  by  those  who  lived  in  the  \illai;e  of  Oxford 
wlien  they  scdected  a  loeation  lor  their  Jiew  me<'ti ni;'-house ;  and 
further,  that  'Ht  would  be  a  ^reat  ad\anla^e  to  be  jmt  in  such  eireum- 
stanees  that  they  might  have  the  ^vorshiJ»  of  c;<»d  set  up  amongst 
them."' 

The  town,  however,  was  a))!:'  to  i)i-event  the  <j;rantin<>;  of  their 
desire,  and  the  agitation  still  eontinued.  In  1754,  anolhiM-  ])etition  was 
l)resented  to  tlie  town  at  the  Mai'eh  meetini;-,  whicdi  was  voted  down; 
but,  undismayed.,  on  Mareh  27,  a  new  i)etition  to  the  .general  eourt 
was  sijj^ned  by  thirty-seven  inha])itants,  asking-  loi-  r<di(d\  Among  the 
many  grievaiu-es  recited  at  length  in  their  new  petition,  they  say 
j)!ain! i\(dy,  we  were  dishea I'lened.  and  as  we  had  got  lind)er  for  oui" 
meeting-house  and  were  much  eneouiaged  by  the  geiulemen  owning 
land  liere,  who  ottered  to  give  the  glass  and  nails;  but  being  taxed  >o 
liigh  for  building  the  meeting-house,  and  finishing  it  in  the  best  man- 
ner e(pial  if  not  better  than  any  in  this  eountry  ;  and  many  of  us  not 
knowing  anytiiing  of  the  town-mectiug  when  the  gi'ant  was  made, 
and  our  i)aying  foi"  the  support  of  the  selnxds  in  town  and  having  l)Ut 
little  iM'uelit  therefrom,"  ete.,  ete. 

It  is  noticeable,  that,  in  tliis  jtetition,  the  p(^oj)le  of  the  (  Jore  did  not 
Join;  also,  that  it  failed  to  ask  that  the  lands  of  the  (iore  be  included 
in  the  new  t^jwnshi))  i)rayed  for.  And  it  is  further  noticeable,  sliow- 
hig  that  tliere  was  some  diilereiice  «d  oi)inion,  that  the  names  of  seven 
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of  tlif  Oxford  inliabltiints  who  had  sii;ncd  the  petition  of  four  yi-ais 
previous  did  not  ai>p('ar  ui)oii  tliis, 

'I'he  ill  feeliji*;- over  the  hardship  of  att<Midin<^-  meetings  at  Oxfoid 
villa^-e  iiui>;t  have  eoinuKaRU'd  shortly  aftei'  the  Sftl Iciiimf  uixiuthc 
Froake  lands,  for  we  tiud  evidence  as  early  as  1741,  of  the  existence  of 
such  hetweeii  the  two  portions  of  the  town  so  widefy  separated.  In 
that  year  a  respeetahle  citizen  at  the  (  harlton  end,  so  the  recoid 
shows,  evidently  puri)osely  absented  himself  fiom  public  woishiit — a 
more  serious  niisd(Mneanoi-  then  than  now— and  he  was  duly  sum- 
moned to  apix'ar  and  account  for  hi-  misconduct  licd'ore  the  c(.»urt  (d" 
sessions.  'J'here  he  i)l('ad<'(l  that  he  lived  at  t he  ^\ csterly  end  <d  the 
town,  a  very  j^i'cat  distance  from  the  meetinti-house,  and  that  the 
roads  were  very  poor,  so  that  it  was  well-ni;j,h  impo-sihic  for  him  to 
^•et  to  the  place  of  worsliip  from  his  home;  but,  not witli.-iandini;-  tiiis 
excuse  and  explanation — which  seem<  to  us  to  have  been  (piite  reason- 
able— he  was  not  permitted  to  <j,o  without  [)ayment  of  the  costs  <»f  the 
l)rosecutioJi.  Feidin^'  a  sense  of  injui-y  (^V(M'  the  imposition  of  costs  he 
refused  to  i)ay  tluMU,  and  sulVered  hims(df  to  be  connuitted  to  Jail 
ratlier  than  do  so.  This  man  at  the  time  was  fort}'  years  of  a^e  and  a 
tax-payer  with  a  wife  and  children,  lie  was  a  r<'s{)ected  cit  i/eii,  and 
one  of  those  who  came  up  fiom  Salem  ^\ith  the  settlers  in  IT.'U,  and 
took  a  farm.  We  tind  him  amoni;'  those  who  were  most  acti\<'  in 
endeavorinii;  to  set  oil"  a  new  town,  and  his  name  aj»pears  up(Ui  the 
several  i)etitions  therefor  to  the  general  i-ouit.  He  was  ju)  law- 
breaker; hut,  with  his  sense  of  justice,  and  bein^-  made  of  the  stulVof 
which  the  early  l*iiji,'rinis  were  i'om|)osed,  foiMlie  purpose  of  emi)ha- 
si/in<:;  Ills  sense  of  injury,  rather  than  admit  binr-elf  to  have  been  in 
the  wron;i",  he  would  submit  to  any  [)uni<hment  imposed.  It  i-  tobl 
that  ills  nfughbors,  whose  caus(^  he  was  represent in«i,',  paid  the^  co>ts  to 
release  him;  and  it  ai)i)ears  that  he  was  soon  dischar«^-ed  f  rom  cust(jdy. 

But  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  town  became  una])le  to  defeat 
further  the  desires  of  the  petitioners,  and  a  favoi'al.'ie  rejxu't  \vas  made 
upon  their  last  petition  by  a  eonunitt(M'  of  the  ^('neral  couit.  On  Fri- 
day, the  tenth  of  January,  1755,  an  act  was  duly  [lassed  settin;;'  oil"  the 
iidiabitants  of  tlie  westerly  i)art  Oxford,  from  a  line  one  mile  west 
of  the  villa<;e  line,  but  not  includin«;'  the  (  Jore,  and  e-tablishin^-  the 
territoi-y  as  the  ''District  of  ('harUiui."  So  that,  alter  matiy  yeafs  of 
persistent  ell'ort,  tlieir  labors  were  crowned  at  last  w  ith  success.  No 
lonj^er  would  they  be  ol)li«i;ed  to  plod  wearily  t)\'er  miles  of  bad  road> 
to  pid>lic  worshij)  on  Sundays,  nor  (ui  secular  days  to  attend  to  the 
alfairs  of  the  town;  henceforward  they  would  be  able  to  tlx  theii-  own 
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tux  iTito?i,  in;ni-ai;o  tlicir  own  scluxtls,  Imild  rlicir  own  idads.  Surely 
this  was  a  day  for  i-('ioiein«^-. 

Ti<'t  MS  picture  in  our  minds  rlu^  connnitt*'"'  ot  citi/cns  in  the 

inter(\«Jt  of  tliis  enactment,  lia\'e  Ixm'Ii  at  r.o^lon  in  daily  att<'ndancf 
upon  t)ie  •general  court,  anxifuisly  \\  at  eliiiiu' t  lie  ]ir(>;;,r('s-<  (»!'  the  hill 
AN'hile  it  was  discussed.  \Vlitd  s^nipatliy  we  have  \\  it!i  IImmu  in  tlii'ir 
j;-i-eat  pleasuiv  as  it  passed  its  several  readings  up  to  llic  time  of  its 
linal  en«^rossjn(Mit  I  Witli  wliat  anxiety  tliey  awaited  the  signature  of 
(U)y.  Sliirley,  which  linally  made  it  a  law  I  How  delii;hted  iliey  felt 
when  iid'oi-med  tliat  it  luid  heen  written  and  that  tlie  seal  of  the  I'lov- 
ince  was  allixedl  No  wiiv  had  yet  heen  streti'lied  alon^-  the  highways 
lending-  out  from  the  ca])ital  ovei-  whieli  hy  telephone  or  teleuiapli 
they  mij^lit  instantly  convey  the  w<'l(  (»nie  ni'\v<  to  those  awaitinu'.  No 
railroad  had  heen  laid  o\-er  whii'li  tiiey  uii^ht  have  sjx'd  i'a])idiy  liome 
with  the  o-ood  tidin^^s.  Even  tlie  roa<ls  wcm'c  then  <o  ])rimit ive  t iiat 
vehiclt\s  li;id  to  he  driven  very  carefully  over  them  to  av(*id  accident. 
Our  connnittee  came  on  liorseliack.  as  most  people  then  did  wiien  the\ 
cai'ried  no  liurdens,  and.  heiuii,'  im])ati<'in  to  carry  the  news,  they  Mid- 
dle theii'  horses  and  j)ush  out  ovei' ^Mhe  Neck into  the  forest.  It 
was  dark  when  they  stalled,  hut  llie  ^•rouiul  heiuL!,'  white  w  ith  snow, 
which  laid  dee})  in  tlie  roads,  servetl  to  li^^iiteii  tlieii-  path.  They  put 
u[)  at  the  villajje  tavern  in  Framiii;;-ham  for  the  ni<i,ht,  hut  are  u])  earl) 
on  Saturday  and  continue  their  Journey.  As  they  approach  the  settle- 
ment tliey  are  mc^t  ])y  ea<2,'er  ones  on  the  lookout  awaiting'  them,  and 
these,  receiviuii,"  the  W(dcome  news,  scatter  {<»  announce  it  to  their 
nei;i,id)ors.  Word  is  i)assed  from  house  to  house  (d'  the  ^ood  tidinu-. 
and  ;;')-eat  I'ejoicin^' ahounds.  <^)uiet  only  comes  with  the  set tin^- sun. 
which  marks  the  heii'lnninii- of  the  New  Eniiland  Sah))ath.  and  tlie  time 
foi-  rest  and  ])rayei-. 

it  may  he  asked  why  Charlton  was  at  lirst  created  a  district,  and 
not  a  town.  It  was  for  tlie  reason,  that  it  ^^as  aiiainsf  the  jiolicy  then 
to  increase  the  niimher  of  representatives  to  the  general  court,  there- 
fore most  of  the  new  municipalities  lU'cated  were  m;ide  distiicis.  to 
which  were  accorded  every  authoiaty,  pi'ivileo-e  and  iiuiuunity  of  a 
town  exce])tin;^  that  of  electin<!,-  a  representative.  So(Ui  after  ilie 
he«^innint>:  of  the  IJevolutionary  ^Var,  however.  Ixdieviiii;- that  the  dis- 
tricts, too,  should  i)e  permitted  to  lake  in  the  im]HU-lant  discu-sioii^  o\ 
policy  in  conductino-  the  (hd'ence  of  the  country,  a  ;^-enei-al  ad  \\a- 
l)assed  transforming  all  existino- dist  rict s  into  to^\•n<  witii  l  iuht  (d' 
representation;  and,  on  Au^-ust  '2'^.  177").  in  accordance  with  that 
cnaclment,  ('harlt(U!  then  bei-ame  a  town. 
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On  ^^'ln•u:l^v  H),  17;");").  hy  llic  nutlioiit  y  of  llic  ;icii('i-;i  I  corirt.  ;i 
T'.wW  was  issued  l)y  Mosrs  .Mai'cy  1<»  John  hics-cr,  as  a  )»riiui|ial 
inhabitant,  r('(|uiriii,<;-  th('!att<'r  to  notily  the  residents  of  the  disti'irt 
to  assenibh'  toi-  the  pin  pose  ot  choosing-  tlieir  otlicei  s.  'They  wci-e 
eaiied  ae('oi"din;;'ly,  and  notili<'d  to  ineetat  the  dwel hiii;- house  ui  i^hen- 
e/.er  Maekintiie  on  \Vednesday,  .Ahireii  12.  This  hou-e  was  tlie  N  illMi^c 
favern,  and  it  stood  here  in  the  ( 'ent<'r  a  lit  t  le  di-^tanee  soul  h  ol  t  he 
spot  wliere  wo  are  assend)Ie(L  It  was  con\'enient )}■  h)eate(l,  and  eon- 
tinued  to  Ix'  used  for  all  the  puhlie  meetings  of  the  iidiahitant s,  both 
civil  and  religious,  down  lo  the  eoiupletion  of  theii'  nieeting-housc  in 
17G1.  Come  with  me  and  look  on  in  fancy  at  the  assemhling  of  the 
(dectors,  and  the.  hirth  of  a  town  at  a  little  village  inn.  in  the  early 
days  of  our  histt)ry.  It  is  Marcdu  the  snows  are  still  up<ui  the  ground, 
and  the  sharp  biting  wiiuls  (.-oine  whistling  through  the  tices  :ind 
sweei)ing  down  tiie  sides  of  old  Masliannigget ;  but  the  sun  shines 
(dear  in  the  skies  while  the  voters  of  tlie  new  district  are  gathering, 
some  on  foot  and  othoi-s  riding  or  driving  in  their  l  ude  sleds  and  other 
vehicles.  The  genial  tavern-keei)ei',  with  his  sons,  is  on  hand  to  ^^  el- 
come  and  greet  his  neighboi-s,  and  to  assist  them  in  sheltering  theii- 
horses.  Notwithstanding  his  filty-live  ye:irs,  he  is  ;i  tine  specimen 
of  the  early  settlers.  A\'ith  the  fair  couiplrxion  of  his  St'otch  ances- 
tors, he  stands  four  inches  o\-er  six  feet  in  iieight,  and  is  broad  of 
shouid<M'  and  rugged  like  the  oaks  upon  his  farm,  ^\'ith  his  ow )» 
h.ands  he  has  cleai'ed  and  broken  his  lands,  felled  and  hewn  the  logs 
of  his  tirst  dw(dling;  anil  to-day  is  ready  and  well-e((uipped  to  take 
such  j)art  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  in  the  l)uilding  of  a  new  miuu- 
cipality.  .\fter  seeing  to  their  horses,  tlie  j)eo))]e,  as  they  aiaive.  jtass 
into  the  house,  where  a  tire  of  logs  in  the  huge  (dnmney-i)lace  sends  a 
glow  of  cheerful  warmth  and  condort  thi-ough(»ut  tiie  ]*ubru-  room; 
prepared  for  their  meeting.  About  forty  have  olx'yed  the  prei-ept, 
and,  as  they  stand  in  gi'oups  awaiting  the  call  to  order,  they  \vonld  Ix* 
noticeable  anywhere  as  examples  of  hearty,  vigorous  and  intelligent 
manhood.  All  ar<'  yet  in  the  prime  of  life  ;  and,  being  iiuired  to  hard-hip 
and  i)rivations  by  years  of  struggle,  eacdi  has  developed  into  a  siuidy, 
self-r(diant  citi/<'n  iud)ued  with  ideals  of  citi/enship.  Promjttly,  when 
the  liour  has  ari'ived,  John  Dresser  calls  them  to  order  and  reads  the 
warrant.  While  he  is  engaged  in  this.  Ictus  lool<  about  us  and  see  who 
some  of  th«\^e  peo])le  ai'c  Nvho  have  come  to  elect  tlieii' magisi  rates  and 
organi/.e  a  town-govermnent  :  Ovei-  there  in  the  mo>t  distant  i-onici-. 
with  Moses  Aboi-n,  stand  together  Elxme/er  and  dames  Land),  grand- 
sons of  one  of  the  Kngli>h  settlers  of  the  old  town  of  Oxfoi-d;  they 
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:ir<M\\(>  ol'  >t'V(Mi  l)rolli('rs,  siout  ol  heart  and  -tioui;' <•!  ol 
wlioiii  ir  told  that  ••tlicy  can  lai-c  a  lorly  loot  barn."  caHiii-'  uim.ii 
none  other  lor  as'-i-taiicc.  'I'lic  tlfscendaiit  ^  (jitlirsc  [.ainh  hroihir- 
ni'e  dc-t  ined  t  (»  hcronic  ainonij;  lh('ino>|  noicdot  (  hai  lton"s  eil  i/cii^. 
\<'ar  to  1  hc-c,  somewhat  to  the  ri^lit.  are  thetiiree  son<  <d  irieliaid 
lilood  of  {'.elHiiiiliani.  Natliauiel.  j>aiali,aiid  IJiehaid.  per-i-teiil  men, 
every  one  (»r  whom  has  he(Mi  eai  nesi  and  aelhc  in  the  movement  loi  a 
new  town.  l)e\'ond  stand  Solomon  llaiwood,  !dtene/ei' 'I'wiss.  and 
dames 'I'wiss,  a  residnie  trio  wiio  came  toj^cllier  from  Salem  in  17  11. 
and  took  <ine  of  the  Kitidiin  larnis.  A  little  hehiiid  lhe>e  and  near<'r 
I o  \\  here  ^\•e  ;ire.  is  \\  illiam  Alhni.  a  -eitlerol  martial  hea li ii'j,'  1  roni 
( 'onneet  ieut,  the  lather  ol'  r.enjamin  Alton,  who.  heioi-c  lon^-,  i-  de.-- 
tined  to  lionor  iii<  tow  11  a<  a  liia\  c  ea|itain  in  the  K'e\ (dm  ion  ;  and  in 
his  i^'rouj)  >rand-  K'iidiard  l)i-essci\  the  hidther  ol'  liim  \\lio  i-  readim; 
tile  w  ari'anl.  Iliehard  ha.~  ali'eady  servetl  (  Jxl'ord  as  a  vclcd  inaJi.  and 
at  thi<  meetini;-  he  will  he  made  a  >eleetman  and  the  lir-l  disti-irl  elerk. 
The  1  )ressei-s  are  amoii^-  the  most  waMlhyol'  tiie  cil  i/ens.  and  i  heir 
de-eendants  in  the  lulure  will  relleel  mu(di  credit  ujion  the  town. 
Nearer  y<'t  to  us  are  !'J»ene/.er  l''o.-ket.  John  havidxm.  Thomas  Haw- 
kins. I)ani<d  and  Taui  h'ich,  in  a  _!j,roupwith  donathanand  ITudiard 
<  lemeiiee,  all  siiiiiers  andlir(de-s  w()rker>in  hehall'cd  I  he  pelit  ion-- 
lor  a  new  town-^hii).  l'\)sl\et  will  he  I'omid  latei-  laiihlully  sei\inu- 
ujion  t  he  commit!  ee  (d'  eori'esj)ondence  a  nd  satety  ol  the  town,  with 
K/V'A  Mackintii'e.  the  son  of  the  t a vern-keej ter.  and  the  latter  will  hold 
the  hii^Il  honor  ol'  iieini;-  chosen  a-^  the  tow  n"s  represent  at  i\-e  and  de|e- 
*;ate  to  the  convention  \\hitdi  will  adopt  the  (M)n>l  it  ui  ion  ot  the 
I'nited  States.  Somewhat  to  the  let!  is  dohn  Xieh(ds.  likewi-e  des- 
tined to  IxH'ome  a  captain  and  to  pel' form  pat  riolie  ser\  ic<'  in  t  he  L'cn  o- 
lulion.  He  stands  with  Sanuud  Streeter,  another  one  ot  >o!dierly 
hearinL!,"  who.  three  y<'ars  hence,  will  he  l'oun<l  liuhliiiL;'  in  the  krench 
and  Indian  war;  and  with  lliem  are  klea/ei-  and  Daniel  Mackintire. 
I^dward  ( 'liamherlain  and  Daniel  llohhs,  stiudy,  independent  and 
I'orceiul  men.  Near  these  are  donatlian  llallard,  w  it  h  ihe  hroihers 
Ohadiah  and  IChene/ei-  Macd.intire,  all  three  o[  as  hom  Ixdore  the  m  -et- 
im;'  (doses  are  t  (»  he  honored  h)-  an  «dect  ion  to  I  he  hoard  (d'  x  dec!  men  ; 
and  a  little  remov<'d  is  dcdin  Stevens,  t  he  name  (d'wh(i-e  uraniUon 
will  soon  hecome  tamou^  Coi-  liis  discoNcry  ot  a  means  t(»  ])re\  t'ni  Inmian 
a<;dny;  and  hy  his  side  are  Xalhan  and  desse.  a  nd  Thomas  and  doh 
Mackintire.  more  (d  t  he  earl;\  ,-elllei's  Ironi  Sa  lem  and  ol  her  di'siciid- 
ants  (d'  riiilip  of  Keadin^'.  We  see  none  ot  the  woiihy  roideiit- 
ot  the  (',{>]■{'  here  at  t!!i>  meelinL^',  as  lliey  ha\e  not  yd  hccn  taken 
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into  the  iww  (.'Oinnmnit y.  iiiul  llic  liot  Icdii;^  iidIi.i i  piiy  due-  not 
cxi.-t . 

i^ul  the  clrjii-inaii  li:is  lihi-licil  i-c.idi ni:-.  mid  i-  cdliim  to!'  ;i  ii<Miiiii;i- 
lion  of  a  I'lcrk  to  coiiijdcH'  ilii-  oi;j,ani/arn»ii.  K'irhanl  I>i<  --ci  '-  iiaiiit- 
i-  niciuioiKMl,  lie  is  ('Ikim'ii  aiul  take-  lii-  -"al  by  l  In-  rhainiian.  Xmin- 
iiatioii  tor  a  iiiodrral oi'  is  made  and  he  is  rlio-cii.  and  llicn  lollow-  liic 
(dcclion  ot  tlic  li\('  most  promincin  cili/fn-  a-  tlic  lir-t  li(»ard  nt  -idccl- 
nicn  ;  and  a  rl (•]•]<.  a  I  r<'a~ui('i-  and  other  n>na  1  m Hirers  ai  c  rlio-cn  wit  li 
little  opiMi-ition.  (  onural  nla! ion-  are  exidian-*  d.  and  the  nieeiini;'  i> 
adi(tnrned,  eaeli  departing'  with  le(dinL;'  oC  -al  i  - 1  aoiion.  lliai.  a.  Itrr 
their  many  year-  ot  >l  rni:L;ie.  at  la-t  liieyli(dd  llieeoini  ol  (d  aliairs  in 
their  ow  n  hand,-. 

Thns  wa-  onr  toxyn  ot  (  harllon  started  npon  Ik  r  mimic  ipal  ean'ei-, 
wiiieh  ha<  had  an  nninterriipled  exi.-leiiee  lor  a  hnmhcd  and  lilly 
years. 

On  .Mai"ch  '27.  schools  were  i)ro\;ded  tor  )>\  tin-  di-iriel.  and  a  nionih 
laler,  on  Apia!  2S.  ilie  e\-er  t  r« mMe -onie  (pie^tioii  ot  a  -he  tor  their 
meet in;;--hon-e  was  a^ain  hronulit  np,  when  it  wa-  \'oled  to  cicet  it  at 
the  eenti'e.  tliat  Ixdiii;-  eonsidi  icd  ino-t  i-on\'enient  tor  all  thepeo[de. 
'IMie  matter  *>[  si-hool-  reeeiscd  nmeh  early  atl<'nlion  troiii  the  iidiah:- 
tants.  <o  that,  wit hin  live  year-  aller  iin  i(i-i)(.):alion,  tli<'y  had  eii;ht 
seliool-hou-e-  and  as  man\-  --tdiool-di-i  rict -, 

In  eoiineetioii  with  matlei-,-  (d'  <aluealioi',  the  [ael  tliat  thepuliiie 
lihi'ary  »d'  l  he  tow  n  i-  to  ha\  e  it  -  tni  nre  home  in  i his  hiiiidini!,'  i-rinind.- 
me  that  it  wa-  in  tiie  year  i7."5"J.  dnrini;-  the  period  wheji  oui'  pioneers 
Were  eomin;;-  n[)  to  oeeiijjy  harll(»n  lands,  th  il  liu'  !ir-(  eii'eidal iin:- 
lihrary  in  the  world  was  estahli-hed  ihron-h  the  (diorl-  ol  benjamin 
Franl^liji.  That  library,  founded  ;it  Philadtdphia,  ua\-e  tlie  e\anii)le 
and  nionientuni  to  all  the  tree  [tuldie  lihrai  i^--  w  hieh  now  >o  univer- 
sal I}'  exist. 

^'oii  will  have  in»tieed  ))rohal)ly  tlnit  the  pMitiou  ol  1 7r)4.  askini;  I  he 
<:,'eii(.'i-al  (.-oiirt  i'or  a  new  township,  uidike  the  oni'  prt-eedini;'  it  in  l?.")!). 
i'ailed  to  aslc  tliat  tlie  eounti'y  (Jore  he  ineluded  a-  a  pttrlion  (d  the 
sainc.  The  committee  (»t  that  hody  to  which  the  re(|ue>t  wa-  coui,  lit- 
ted,  ho\\-evei-,  ineluded  the  (hire  in  the  hill  which  it  repoited.  hut 
l)(doi-<'  the  hill  hecame  a  law  it  \va<  amended.  lea\in^-  out  that  tcri-i- 
tor\-.  It  is  evident  that  tliere  was  i-ouleniion  amoii^-  the  people  o\-er 
the  mattei-,  and  that  the  ehan^i'e  in  the  ixdilion  wa-  an  ini enl io.i.d  ojie  ; 
for  the  names  of  several  siuiier.-  of  tlie  tirsi  ])eiiti«in  do  imi  appear 
upon  the  later  oiie,  nor  do  we  lind  ui>t»n  it  the  name  of  any  roident  at 
the  Gore. 
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AV<'  fnid  fiiitlKM-.  tlinl  soon  artci'  tlif  (»ri;-aiii/..!t ion  of  the  iit-w  di-lrirt 
llit'r('i<  cN  itlciu-c  uf  (li<s;il  i -l;u'(  ion  innoii^' a  coii.-idrr.ililo  iminlicr  ol' 
the  it('oj)l('  w  ho  !)clir \c(l  it  to  lia\  c  liccii  a  mi-l  al^c  not  1  o  lia \  <■  I ; ikon  in 
I  heir  lU'iL^-Iiliors  ol' llic  ( ;oro.  It  w  a-  ol.iinHd  tli;i(  llie  nuinluM- (.f  ta  \- 
paycrs  incor]M)rai od  wore  too  low  to  nMM  t  with  coniloi-t  the  ncoc^-a ly 
(•har;j,\'s  attendant  uiM.n  tho  [irojicr  nianiiuciucnt  oT  a  low  ii  oi-  di-lfict 
i;'o\('i-nni('nL. 

At-  one  (d'  the  caiTicst  nK'ctinus  tho  (picstion  of  a micxat ion  (d' tho 
(iorc  was  liroii'^'hl  np  !oi-  di>i'n--ion.  hul  lliosc  op])o-cd  to  tln'  iirojcct, 
pr(i\-ed  to  he  t  hen  in  t  lie  niajoi  it  y,  :i nd.  a I'l  oi' a ii  <'arn('-i  ;'d\-or;icy  hy 
those  who  ra\-ored  il,  on  dainiary  1.  ir.")!),  it  wa-  \oied  loiu-eept 
the  (ioi'c,  and  not  to  join  in  a  petition  a••l^in^■  for  il^  ;inne\ation  to  the  , 
(hsli'iei,  ^'et,  helore  |he  nnmlhliad  pa--ed  iliey  eli;in--.Ml  their  deter- 
niinatioii,  and  we  lind  that  thirlydonr  ont  (d  the  lirty-tlnee  ta.\-pay- 
ei's  of  ('harhon  join<'d  w  il  li  I  hi  li  een  (d  ilie  (one  and  i  hi  !l  ei'ii  noii- 
re<i(h'nt  owiuts  of  real  ('--late,  in  a  new  petition  to  ihe  ^-enei'ai 
eonrt  for  tin'  ainiexation  of  llie  eoinitiy  (iore  t(»  tlie  di-lrit-t  <d' 
<  'harllon.  In  this  in<'niorial  they  >ay.  Ilia  I.  >•  tlie  inh;diil  am  -  of  Ciiarl- 
lon  are  now  very  >ensil)le  ih.at  il  i<  w  holly  iniprael  ie;d>Ie  if  n(»t  inipos- 
sihle  foi-  t  lieni  to  eaia-y  on  t  he  a  Hairs  of  a  dis!  rid ,  or  in  any  inea-nre 
snpjKirt  llie  (diar;^<'  neeessai'i'.y  arisini;'  fioni  :^e^^lin^•  the  ^d-pcd  ainon^- 
Ihein."  And  fMrther,  that,-Mhe  inhahitanl^  of  llie  (oire  are  so  sit- 
uated that  they  eand  he  laid  to  any  town  with  the  least  ad\antaLi"e, 
and  are  so  Mnall  as  not  tohv'  lit  lor  adi-lriel  hy  lliemseUes.  hnt  if 
they  were  ad(led  toTharlton  llie>'  wonid  ii:ahea  i;(iod  t,  .\\  ii  ordi-lrieM. 
and  he  ah!(  to  snjjiicnl  pidilie  eharucs."" 

petition  -sN-.o  not  uranteil  withont  ojipo-iiion.  ari-inu  prineip;tlly 
from  peojde  Ii\  i n^•  njion  1  he  terrilor}  w  hieli  it  w  a  -  iir(»po-ed  to  anin'x  : 
whereupon  fnrther  notice  was  oi-dered  ;ind  llie  matter  po-lpon<'d  ninil 
I  he  -essi(tn  w  hich  waudd  meet  in  thelall.  it  Wasdnne  third,  of  the 
year  follow  iin;,  liidore  it  reeei\  edihe  faxorahle  report  of  a  eommit l ee  ; 
hut  siiortly  ;i  fterwai'd  1  he  pel  il  ionei'>"  jirayer  wa>  i;'rained  and  the 
( ioi'e  was  ineorporal  ed  inlothe  distriet.  ()n  the  date  of  ann<-\,il  imi 
there  w<ti'e  t lii rl  y-niiu'  ta\-payta-s  on  the  ( ioi  e,  w  iiioh  ua\-e  ipnli  a 
sid)staidial  t(»lal  to  tlie  mnnieipality  and  a  ^eiua'ons  addition  to  its 
resoni-ces.  And  the  families  whieh  then  eame  in.  with  llieir  siteee-s. 
ors,  lia\-e  suh-eipient  1  \'  relleeted  the  hiuhesl  t'redii  npon  the  low  n. 

As  soon  as  t  !ie  ( iore  eame  in.  f resh  di  llienlt  ies  onci-  the  -iie  for  a  meet- 
in;;'-lionse  aro>e.  On  .1  nly  "JS,  1  T")?, w  hieh  ^\ as  t  he  moni  h  i'ol lowi m;-  Ihe 
annexation,  a  eonnnii l ee  w  as  a]ipoinied  to  piovide  p'reaehinu.  and  it 
was  \()ied.  witliont  tixiiii;  any  jiarlienlar  s[!oi,  to  hnild  a  meetiin;'- 
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Ii(»u>('  al  a  (•'<ii\  <'iiii'iil  (  Ml  \()\ ciiibcr  2lM  oI  I  lie  <aiiii'  year,  tiial- 

iiiu  liiat  rliot'  were  inaiiy  iniml-.  and  that  tliry  wt-ic  uiiahlc  lo  i-omc 
lo  any  a^rccnicnt  a-  trtw  hat  \\'«mi1(1  Kc  a  ci iii\i-nii-iii  jilacc  tor  its 
.-'lie.  it  ^\;^>  Noted  to  appDiii!  a  di-int<'i<--t<'d  c-Minmin (•<•  ot  tlnrc  inliali- 
itaiits  i)f  (itlier  t(i\\  ii>l()  >(Mtl«'tlic  nialicr  Inr  i hciu  :  a iid  t Iktcuixui 
1  )('ai-(.ii  WinM-Iri-  of  \\'uwi'>t(  \\  >aiinud  Cliaii.lU'i-.  i:M|uirc.  '.,\  \\',nn\- 
-tofk,  and  ('»iii)n(d  llc/t'kiali  Saliin  of  Tlionip-oii.  \\ en-  xdcctcd  a- 
inipai'lial  pci'-on^.  'riic}'  met.  and.  a  1 1 it  iii\inu-  cairl'ui  tlioniihr  and 
t'tinsiderat ion  to  the  >uliji'et.  niadiea  i-eporr  n conniKMidini;-  tin-  location 
N\'liieli  seenunl  to  tlicni  niost  suitalih-;  Imi  ilic  jicoiilc  wcri'  di--at i-licd 
and  refnscd  to  adopt  it.  aItiioni:h  ilii-y  did  ui'ii<-ron<ly  vote  to  pay  -i\ 
>l]i!linii>  and  ei.ulit  peuee  to  Mr.  JHeliai-d  |)i>.'--cr  I'oi-  tlic  e.\p*-n-e 
uiiieli  lu' bad  Ixmmi  jmt  to  in  eniertainini:-  tlic  coniniiiiee.  Wla-tlier 
>\r-p)icions  wo-f  liidd  iliat  riie  (Mitertainnieni  atloi'ded  hy  Mv.  l)r('--('r 
A\'as  of  a  nature  w  liicli  t(Mided  to  pi-<')udir<^  tin-  nund-  id' t  li''  roinniit  i<'e 
toward  lii-  clioice.  or  whether  it  w  as  fcareti  thai  it  nii^lil  in  a  nii-a-urL' 
ha\('  rhMid<'d  llicir  inteUcH't,  it  is  too  late  now  lor  us  to  -ix-euhitc  ujx.n. 
lhip])ily  the  dillifult}'  wa>  soon  after  >ettlcdl>y  an  (dl'er  Iroin  l^lx-n- 
ezer  Maekintire  to  donate  an  acre  of  his  lan(K  in  the  nio-l  siiiinly  [lor- 
tlou  of  the  Centei',  for  tlie  nice!  inii"-house  and  a  li-ainini;'  tiehl  or  t-(»ni- 
nion;  and  the  peojtie  hy  a  vote  ot'  two  to  one  aei-ejjfed  the  oiler.  It  is 
!)Ut  Jusi iee  ro  atUl.  tliat  the  inliahitaiit-  of  the  (.orewei-e  ii'enei'tiusiy 
ti'eated  1,'y  th<'  di>triet  to  \\'hi(di  they  w  ei-e  an)iexe<L  foi'thouuii  ureatly 
oUinun\here(K  iln-y  N\ere  accorded  at  the  lir-t  nuM'tin-'  two  out  of  tlie 
hoard  of  five  selectmen,  and  hkew  i^e  the  important  (dlice  of  treasurer. 

Any  narrative  (d  the  jirincipal  e\eni-  connecred  A\ith  llie  town 
would  Ije  ini-omi)lete  ^N'ithout  s,,i|.(' alhi-ion  to  it-  military  acii\iiies 
(hirin^ii'  the  wars  for  the  existence  of  the  i-olonie.-.  and  foi-  iheii-  liheity 
and  freedom.  It  is  familiar  liistory.  lliai  diHieu!tie>  uith  the  Freneii. 
over  claim-  to  territory,  heu-an  soon  aftei'  the  lir>t  I'nuiisli  >elile- 
juents  upon  the  eoa-t.  France,  ^^■hich.  h}-  her  nn>>ionaries  ami  colo- 
nists, had  discovered  and  held  tlie  >yX.  Fawriuice.  the  Mi.--!s<ippi.  and 
the  Great  T.akes,  claimed  ownersliip  of  the  entire  territory  we>t  (d  the 
Alleirhanlo.  w  hile.  on  the  otlier  hand,  Kngland,  havinii'  oi-iaipied  the 
Atlantic  coa-t.  made  (daim  to  every thini;-  which  laid  west  of  ii>  -etth'- 
mcnts:  aiid.  lon;i'  Ixdore  the  jiioiieers  came  to  C'harhon..  iher<'  had  i»een 
con-tant  collisions  upon  the  hoi'dei  s.  Kin;;-  ^^■iHiam■s  \Nar.  >o-called. 
nominally  e)id<'(i  in  I'iO".  In  1711.  Kin^'  CJeor:;'e"s  wai-  wa<  dedaii-d. 
and  «»ur  early  (  liarUon  settleis  shared  in  the  _i;-eneial  excitement 
w  hitdi  j)i-e\ai]eil  amonu'  the  colonists.  Some  embarked  with  the  ftnce- 
K  oniinucd  in  Part  Two.) 
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r;ii<('(l  l)y  (Jovcnior  Sliii-lcy  forllif  ;\i t ack  u] i< L()ui>-l)nrLi,' in  ITIii. 

all  i-rjoiccd  when  lliat  ritatli/1  Icll.  The  new.-  of  th<'  dcjia i  tu ic  i.l 
the  ^'i-eat  llect  of  torty  .-liips  <\[  war  ami  tliret-  tlum-aiid  iiieii,  wliich 
.>aih'(l  fi-oin  I-'raiu-e  .luiie  22.  M  Mk  t«>  recnji!  urc  1  .oiii>])tn-u' ami  (ir\a-- 
tatc  the  \('\v  Knii'land  i-oa.-l.  can-t'il  t^icat  coii-t I'l'iial ion.  and  an  alarm 
was  sent  to  ever}'  town  and  villau'c  lo  arm  and  i)r<'])ari-  for  llic  att.ack. 
Amid  <i,-i-('ar  cxcitcnu-nt ,  Chaiiton,  on  llic  21th  of  ScptemlM'r  of  lliat 
year,  sent  1km-  militia  to  i>(»-ton  with  that  of  other  towns  of  Worcf-t cr 
county,  (^nitt*  fort  unatt-ly  f<ir  ihr  colonif-.  hdwcxci-.  \\a-  tin-  H'm]H-st 
which  sc'att<'r('d  and  wr^^•]^(•d  thi-  i^rrat  llrt-t.  and  j»(Minittcd  tlu'  mih- 
tia  to  return  to  their  homes  without  haxini;  to  mei't  thf  enemy. 

Peace  was  declared  in  174S,  hui  the  in^mrtant  ([ue-tinn  (d  tfni[i>r\ 
on  this  side  of  the  ocean  wa<  aNoided  in  The  treaty,  and  I li<'ie fi ire. 
wliile  the  two  c<»unt  ries  \\-ere  n<  »mina  1 1  y  at  i-i^ai-e,  the  war  iieiwcen 
their  suhjects  here  CKiiiiinied  as  if  ilifrc  had  liecn  mt  treaty. 

1)1  ]75o,  the  year  ^\■h<■n  the  nmnicipal  charter  w  as  ^ix  en  t<t  <  harlton. 
war  was  a«i'ain  declared,  and  Charltcm  i)at  ri< 4 ica ! ly  seiU  her  men  tn 
the  front  in  two  comi)anie-  of  Col.  'I'iniotiiy  llu^yih'-'  reuiment.  '  h<- 
he^-an  then  to  mal<e  j uejiarat  ion  tor  thcliiial  >t  ruuiile  het  w  f 'en  the  twf 
nations.  At  a  meeiin;^'  of  the  cili/en-  in  duin-.  it  \\a-  Noted  to  lay  in 
a  stock  of  jxiwder.  Imllet-  and  Hint-,  loi-  Ih'I'  miliiia.  .'Minuiemen 
were  rai-<Ml.  oHicered  and  drilled  lor  innnediale  action,  and  many 
other  ])rei'autioiis  wei-e  faken.  ( )n  tluiy  H.  of  that  year,  camem-w  s 
of  the  humiliatinii- dtd'eat  of  (ieneral  r.raddock:  and  the.  .nam" 
George  >\'a>hington.  (d  \' iiiiinia.  then  a  youth  ot  t  \\'em  y-t  li  r"e  yi  a.'.-. 


U>y  the  tirsl  lillU'  W  :l-  l-i  l  lie       lie  ml  ad  cur  ion  nf  t  lie  (•(»[(>ilic-^ 

and  even  c-r(t>>cil  llic  >ca  to  Miii-opc  Lord  llalilax  a>k«'(l  ••  win.  i< 
this  Mr.  \N  a>lii)i;j,toii  V "  !''i-oim  tiic  iinravoraldc  i  cpoi  t^  w  hich  t  h"" 
royal  ;:.•o^■('rllors  Irom  time  to  time  had  hccii  scniliiii;'  to  the  hoard  ot 
trade  and  plaiital  ion-,  rcprc-ciil  iui;'  i  he  i-< iloni-L>  a<  a  turindeiit .  dis- 
hiyal  aihl  ah  oii<M  lnM- an  micoutli  and  iL;iioran!  i)co[)l('.  it  \\;;s  haid  loi- 
thosc  oil  the  otltcr  side  ol'  lh<'  Allanlir  to  h(di(  \  <'  that  any  one  (d'  I  iio-c 
cohinists  couhl  he  possessed  of  cither  tah'iit  or  merit  ;  hul  a-  the  yc.irs 
passed  liy  lOni^land  l)Ci:,an  to  Icaiai  inoi<'<d  .M  r.  W  a-hini;t  <»n,"  and  to 
res[)ecl  as  \v(dl  as  to  fear  him. 

In  17.">7,  (  ;;i»tain  IJit'liard  Dressier  waspnt  in  conima nd  of  ( 'lia rh on 
men,  aiuK  hy  vole  of  tiie  town.  hi<  hon-e  \\a>  made  the  maLia/iiie  ;ind 
sicu'chousc  (d'  annnunition  and  arms.  In  Ani:ust  <d  this  y(  ar  came  ilu' 
startHiiL;'  news  of  thcca[)lnre  o!'  I'^ort  William  Henr\'.  h)-  Montcalm, 
llie  surrender  oT  Munroe'c  entire  force  ol'  2, •_*()()  incii,  and  the  nias<aci-t' 
hy  the  Indian  allies  of  nearly  .'JOO  of  the  prisoners  allei-  they  had  capit  - 
ulated.  The  c-olonists  heard  with  shame  ami  iiidiuiiat iori  t hat  W'chh^ 
the  timid  I]n;4lish  general  comma iidi m;-  O.ODO  men  at  I'orl  l'',d\\ard. 
oidy  a  lew  miles  Irom  Miinrue,  was  oNcri'ome  !)y  tear,  and.  iir-tead  of 
iiasteniiii!,'  to  the  assistance  (d'  the  i)(dcai;uei-ed  toi-ce,  had  iunoiainiou>ly 
pre})ai'ed  to  reticat.  His  mes.~eni;ers  imploi'cd  Irantically  I'oi-  i{-in- 
I'orcenK'nl-.  i  )i<iiatch<'s  weic  forw  arded  to  the  stw  eral  c(donies  foi' 
aid.  'i'he  message  recei\-ed  liy  the  ^-oN-ernor  of  Masvaehusett  s  exhihits 
the  tt'ri'or  whicli  jx-rvaded  the  heai'ts  of  Ihe  llrili-h  (dllcers.    It  read-: 

l'\ir  ( Jod's  sake  exerf  ,'oui--(df  to  save  a  prosince:  New-  \  ork  it-idf 
may  fall  ;  sa\-e  a  I'ounlry ;  prcNcnt  the  downfall  of  Ihe  Uiatish  ^oxcrn- 
ment  I  " 

l)emoralizatioii  existed  every w  hei-c.  Those  uholi\('d  wc-t(d'  the 
( '((iineeticnt  ri\-er  wei-e  (U'dered  to  dri\e  in  iheir  cattle  and  deslro\  all 
of  their  \\  hee|e(l  vehitdcs  ;  and  Loudon,  w  ho  had  recent  ly  a rri\ cd  at 
New  \'ork  with  hi<  splendid  licet  oi' sixteen  ships  ol'  the  line,  many 
frigates  of  war,  a.nd  lO.OhO  tiained  -(ddiei-s.  in-t(  ad  of  i;-oinu-  foiih  to 
meet  and  o\-erwhelm  the  enemy.  ])roposed  I o  in!  rench  him<(d  f  upon 
Long  Island,  and  in  t  his  mannei-  save  the  country.  I  ii  i  he  mea  nt  ime 
Moufeahn,  satisfKMl  w  it  h  his  victory,  (pnetly  i-etired  nnnndoled  to 
Canada  witli  hi>  force  of  (kdOl)  r'rciich  and  ''anadian-.  and  1.7(H) 
Indians. 

Litth'  wonder  that  the  tidiiius.  <ent  to  the  c(donies  hy  the  Ihiri<h 
ollu-ers,  cause  dismay  and  fear  to  sei/e  u[)on  t  he  people  1  Milii  ia  w  ere 
sun.n;on 'd  from  excry  township,  and  e\eiy  a!de-l>o(iied  man  armed 
I'i'e^elf  and  hastened  l(»  the  ic<cue.    The  alarm  reached  here  Aui;aL?t 
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f  10.  and  ht'f()i-('  tlic  (l;iy  closcil               Dresser's  nuiipiiny.  rciiitorn  il 

i  by  tli<'  c-ili/ciis,  .set  out   ii|m)1i  llicir  Ioul;'  iiiai'eli  to  tln'  seciir  of  iniioii. 

I  'I'liey  hurri<^(l  on  until  llicy  rcachcil  the  town  of  Slictlicld.  alMnit  a 

I  lumdrril  miles  away,  wliere  tliey  wei'e  noiilied  that  tlie  leai-  had  .-iiK- 

t  sideil,  and  tliey  weiv  turned  l)aek  toward  llieir  liouie-.  Later,  in  Oeto- 

(.  bei-  of  llie  same  year,  tliei'e  was  anotlier  alarm,  and  (  aptain  .l(din 

i  I.aiaied,  of  Oxfoi'd,  liastil}-  called  t(>,i;etliei'  Ins  com [)aiiy .  eoiitaiuitiu 

l  n\un\)vv>  of  Charlton  men,  and  marched  ihem  <iut  a>  far  a-  \\'e>nield. 

if' 

;  upon  wliat  has  l)een  called  the     Minute  i]x]tedit ion."" 

rpon  the  expedition  auainst   Canada  in  IToS.  ( ';(ptain  Jonathan 
'I'ucdier  t<Md;  Charlton  men  there  with  him:  and  theic  were  (  liailton 
:  men  with  Caj)tain  Jerennah  Learned  at  the  hattle  and  siiirender  (d' 

'rii'ondero;^-a  and  Crown  Point  in  17.")1),  l he  year  hcd'ore  the  clo>e  »d  this 
A\"ar.    The  cn{)tare  of  (^nehee,  on  Sei)tend)er  Hi,  1751),  was  the  <le;ith- 
hlow  to  French  possessions  in  XoUli  America.    Montical  was  taken 
;  in  1700,  an<l,  by  the  jteace  cd'  Paris  in  17(!;{.  Fi-ance  i!.ave  o\er  to  I  jiu- 

|.  land  all  of  her  jsossessioirs  east  of  the  Mis>is-ippi.    'i'he  war  ua\ctii 

I  the  colonists  military  experience  which  |)roved  imalualde  in  their 

subsecjuent  resistance  to  Creat  Hi-itain,  and  likewise  it  imjiro.-i'd 
>troni;"ly  ujion  their  mitids  the  necessity  of  union. 

Thoy  had  but   little  lime   for  rest  after  ihe  settlement  (d  theii- 
troubles  with  the  I'rencli,  before   Kniiland  be<;an  to  (»ppre-s  .-(iid 
deprive  them  of  iheir  libeities.     In  17»'»r),  i)arliament  passed  the  >tamp 
act,  the  news  of  w  hich  was  received  w  ith  a  ;^|-eat  burst  of  in<liu-nation. 
.  and  tiie  condemnatoi-y  resolution.-  ]»re|iared  by  Patrick  1  leniy  Nvere 

approved  throughout  the  land.    '-Sons  of  Lilx'rty     w ere  (uuani/e(l. 
:  and  tlu're  was  such  })o|)ular  resistance  e\  ei\v \\  here  to  the  tyrannoirs 

measure,  that  two  i-<\i;imenls  o|'  reuulai-s  were  sent  t(,)  lloston,  in  17(j8- 
to  awe  the  ix'ojde  int(»  subnnssion. 

In  Sei)t('ml)er,  1701),  .lames  Otis  was  iidnnnanly  l)eaten  by  I5rilisli 
'■  odlcers;  and  early  in  ]\Lirch,  1770,  came  the  l'>o>ton  nnissat-ie.  News 

I  of  these  and  furl  her  outra^-es  sjjread  ra])idly  annuiu  the  [leople.  ;ind 

the  citizens  of  Charlton,  in  couuu(ui  w  illi  the  rest  ot  the  colony,  be-au 
to    i)re})are    sei-iously   f(n-  the    inevitai)le  strui;i;le  so  jdainly  S(  en 
approacldiijj,-.    A  couMuitlee  <d' correspondence  w  as  oruaid/ed  by  Sam- 
\  ncd  Adams,  in  onku-.  as  he  clearly  put  it.  "to  stale  i  he  I'iuhts  of  t  he 

I  colonists,  and  of  this  ])ro\ince  in  pari  icular.  a-  men  and  (liri-lians, 

'  and  as  subjects;  and  to  accounnodale  and  jiublish  the  >ame  to  the 

'  several  towns,  and  to  tlie  ^^'ol•ld  as  the-^en^e  of  this  [n\\  ]i  (of  lioston), 

;  with  the  infrin,i;-ements  and  violation^  t hereof  that  have  l»een.  (U'  from 

time  to  time  may  be  maile.""    His  connuiltee  at  once  ad<lressed  the 
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other  towns  of  the  i)i"<»\inrt'.  in  rc-poiix'.  on  the  iiiiicl fciirli  ot 

A ui;u^t,  ]  our  town  ol' < 'Imi'lton  lidd  a  wd  1  aiiciulnl  nirrt  in^- t o 
(•on>i(l<'i-  what  action  shonKl  Im'  taivt-n  ii|;on  I  h«'  (•< mnnnnirat ion 
received.  With  unanimity  and  ent  liu.-iasm  jial  rioiic  re>(»hnion-  s\cic 
framed  and  i)assed.  and,  I'nlly  a^i-eeiiiL;-  w  ith  I  he  a(l\  ici'  ;:,i\('n.  a  com- 
mitree  of  corres])ondence  was  ai)i»oint<'d  from  Iter  ahlest  citizen^,  i'he 
coimnitlee  consisted  of  donas  MammoiuK  Kiehanl  I  )re>>er,  Xatlianie! 
liiood,  l'd)ene/er  Hammond,  Stejiiien  I'ay,  -lolm  l)i'es-erand  Mhene/cr 
f'oskett. 

Tlie  written  reply,  as  drawn  l>y  tlie  (  harlton  connniltee  ;ind  adopted 
at  this  meet  inii",  iiaUcates  the  -pirit  wliieh  per\adedilie  entire  i)rov- 
ince,  IJsten  to  its  pat  riotie  lani^nau'e  and  .-enlinienl.  (  h-nt  lemeii  : 
We  lia\-e  tal^en  into  consideration  the  i)aniplih't  -ent  n>trom  lioston, 
wherein  the  rights  and  pi'i\i!e;^es  oftlii-  proxineeare  ch/ariy  staled, 
and  tlie  iidriniicment s  ma(h' 1  liei-eon  justly  pointed  out.  WCi-elurn 
our  sincere  thanks  to  the  town  of  lloston  for  the  vigilance  and  lirni- 
ness  in  sup])ort  of  the  count ry,  \\hich  has  heen  vei-y  conspicuou-  in 
that  met ropoli^,  aiidwill  heaitily  join  in  ail  such  nn/a'-nres  a-  may 
a])pear  most  conducive  to  the  rest(M-ation  of  <Mir  invaluahh'  pri vileu'es 
from  the  iiand  of  oi)i>ression."' 

^Ivn  tilled  with  sucli  sentiments  as  the<e  mii;ht  W(dl  he  iidru.-ted  t<> 
preserve  the  ri^-ld  (d"  free  ^on crimwiit  which  their  ance-tors  jm'o- 
claimed.  Jlow  temperate  the  tone  <»l  this  c(annninicat ion !  ilow 
tdearly  expressed,  and  yet  w  ith  w  hat  lirmness  ol  resolve  it  is  tilled  I 
IJefore  thr*  year  closed  luorv^  (lian  eighty  Ma^saidni-et t s  towns  had 
or«i,'ani/.cd  similar  committees,  and  they  had  hei^un  upon  their  work. 

I'hc  system  of  estal)lishin;j;  committees  (d'  corre>[»ondence  thi«»uuh- 
out  tlie  country  proved  to  he  a  ino<t  wonderful  In  1[)  in  the  resistance 
to  the  tyrannous  eiideaNors  of  parliamenl.  Its  c\U'c\  was  so  ^reat  that 
it  was  hitti-rly  criticised  and  assailed  hy  those  who  adhered  to  the 
kinii'.  Tlie  fori-cd'ul  tory  j)am|)hleteer.  l)ani(d  Leonard,  in  liis  eniphat ic 
l;in<;'ua;j,'e,  styled  it  "'the  foidest,  ^uhtle-^i  and  mo<t  venomous  serpent 
e\'er  issued  I  rom  the  e^'i;-  of  sedition."  He  lidieved  it  to  he  "'he 
source  of  the  relxdlioii,""  and  stated  t  hat  he  saw  t  he  ^uia  1 1  seed  w  hen 
it  was  planted;  it  was  a  ;^i-ain  of  mn-taril.""  lie  watcdied  the  plant 
uiit  il  it  hecame  a  <;"real  t  ree."  And  (ioNcrnoi-  llutchiii-on.  in  >imilar 
strain,  said  that  the  lioston  commit t ei'  was  compo.-ed  of  "deacon-, 
atheists  and  hlaclc-hearted  fello\\s  whom  one  would  not  care  to  meet 
in  the  dark."  Jiut  Fisl^e,  in  liis  hi-tory  of  the  Aiiieiican  lIe\(>lution, 
lool;in^"  iKud^  to  what  was  accomplished  hy  means  of  it.  tidls  us  that 
'"'riie  system  of  connnitlee<  of  c(trre<pondence  did  indeed  i;i'ow  into  a 


suiiihly  liTc:  loi' ll  \\';is  iiotliiiii;"  less  lliaii  the  bc^'iiiiiiii'j,-  ol  the  Ainr-r- 
ir.'iii  I'liioii."  Tlii^  syslciii.  so  siicfcs^l'ully  iii:niuiir;il»Ml  hd  w ecu  1  ii<' 
t<i\\  iis  (tl  our  j»r(i\  iiicc  iiiuh'i'  (lif  dii-cct ion  ot  Saiiiiirl  Adaiii-.w  as  t-ai  ly 
ii(l(»l)t('(l  and  t'stahlislicd  iM'twccn  tlu'  scncimI  coloiiic^.  antl  it  contiimcd 
tln'oiii;liout  the  ciitin'  period  of  tlic  Kf\ (diil ion. 

Anioni;'  tlio<('  patriots  who  threw  (»\crl»oa rd  liic  tlin-c  hiUKh-cil  and 
forty-two  chc-ts  (d' tea.  at  the  "  Uost  on 'Tea  Parly '"on  I  )cc('nd  ici'  17. 
177^5,  was  hi'  who  Ix't-anic  at'r<'rward  one  (d'  ('iiarllon's  loi'(Mno-t  citi- 
/('ir-.  .lohn  S]»ni'r,  tli(Mi  (d'  1  )(»rc-lM'st('r.  I'jii:,!;! nd  (dosed  the  ])ort  td' 
l>oston  I'oi- this  act.  deidarin^'  that  it  -houhl  I'cinain  (dosed  niuil  the 
tea  was  ]»aid  lor.  In  tlic  w  ay  oT  ad(nt  iona  I  pnni-hnient.  ( Jencial  ( iau'c 
jiroinnI;j,at('d  an  (trder  forhidiUnL!,-  all  pcr>on-  I  roni  a!  icndini;-  l«iwn- 
nicetini;s,  and.  IcarniiiL;-  t  hat  oncua-  calleilat  Worcester,  he  t  hreal- 
cned  to  hi'cal-;  it  np  with  hi<  s(ddiers  if  ii  wa-  atrcniptcfl  {o  Ite  Ik  Id  in 
d(dlancc  (d"  his  ordcr<.  Xothini;'  daunted  hy  hi-  thi'cat.-.  he  wa^ 
informed  tliat  his  <oldiei-s  would  l)e  met  hy  iliendliiia  (d '^\(>rce>ler 
<*(»u!dy  slnndd  he  attempt  to  interfere  :  and  thai  any  action  he  sliould 
take  au^ainst  tlie  Inddini;'  of  theii'  nieeiinu'  would  he  at  his  peril  :  and. 
A\ith<|uiet  determination  to  d(d'end  tlieii-  connuon  riulii.-.  and  to  he 
prepared  foi-  the  emeri;'enc\'.  the  -urroundinLC  !own<  he^an  lo  ud 
to^i'elher  aim-  and  anmuiniti<m.  ( >n  SepiendHU'  12.  177  1,  (  hai  lton 
\'ot e(l  to  pur(diase  one  hundred  and  li  ft  \'  pound-  (d  ] >o\\ der.  1  luce  hun- 
dred pounds  of  lead  for  hullet^.  and  lift  y  do/en  flints  :  an  indical  ion 
that  the  response  made  to  (Ja^'e  was  no  empty  threat. 

Invents  were  hasteiiini;'  on  to  the  linal  ci-i.-is.  The  ]n-o\ineial  a->em- 
hly,  liaviiii^  heen  foi'hidden  to  ti'ansaet  anyhnsiness.  met  at  Salem  and 
ori^anizcd  into  a  p!'o\  inci a  1  con u'ress  and  adJouiaiiMl  t(»  meet  at  ( 'on cord. 
On  Octoher  10,  rharlton  s(de(  ted  (  aj^tain  .loiiaihan  'rn(d;er  t(»  repre- 
sent licr  there,  and.  at  mcetini;'s  on  that  da\-  and  in  i)ecend>er.  lolhtw- 
in;^'  advice  of  the  congress  not  t(»  pay  taxes  to  the  treasuifi-  a])pointed 
hy  (Ja;j:e,  and  to  remler  no  as-i>tance  whate\'erlo  hisii-oo])-.  the  town 
\'oted  that  it  W(»ul(l  furni>h  no  implements,  lahor  oi-  oihei'  ludp  to  the 
British,  and  oi-dei('(l  the  c(mstahle>  to  pay  oNcr  the  taxes  to  llemy 
(iardner,  of  Stow.  t<»  he  used  for  the  proxince  um'er  the  dii-eciion  of 
t  lie  con;j;ress. 

To  sliow  the  fcai-less  determin:iti(m  (dM  hi- conufe--.  let  me  read  the 
I'losiiii;-  word  of  its  re<(dntions:  "'No  da  nu'cr  sha  1 1  allVii:iit  :  no  diHicid- 
ties  shall  intimidate  us;  and  if,  in  sujijiort  of  our  ri^ht-.  wc  are  called 
u|)on  to  encounter  death.  \\'e  are  yet  undaunted:  scjisihle  that  he  can 
never  die  t  oo  -oon  who  lay-  (low  II  his  life  in  support  (d  the  l.aw  sand 
liherties  of  his  country."    W  ho  can  say  tiiat  (Uii'  system  (d'  ifee  ii'ov- 
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ci-niiicnt  \)\  the  |K'(>j»l<'  lias  luit  hrcii  jcalimsly  i;u;tnl('(I  and  >(t»utly 
tlclViuU'd  V 

W  e  liiul  I'onstaiit  <'\ iih'iu'f  of  the  uiitii'iiiu- acti\ it y  (d  llie  town  in  aid 
(d'  tilt'  cause  of  liherty.  (  aptain  Tuek*'!-  was  a^ain  elioseii  l»»  the  enii- 
<;i-<'s,s  w'liieli  met  al  ( 'anihi  idue  on  I'^-hruary  1,  177").  and  hodics  oi' 
niinute-nien  ^\■el■e  oriiani/.ed.  tM|ui|)])ed.  oHieei-cd  and  drille(l  re.-idy  foi- 
instant  eail  to  lesisl  cNer}-  attenij)tto  entorec  iIk-  d«'l«'sted  L'eiiu- 
lating  ,VeL  of  i)ai-liainenl ,  wliicli  di'i)ri\('d  t  lie  proplc  cd'  cs'ei  y  scni- 
I)lane(i  of  self-i:,'o\'ennnent .  A  eonnnittce  of  prondnent  cil  i/.en-  w  as 
appointed  lor  the  town,  to  scf  thai  the  (hreetionsof  t  he  ( 'out  inrntal 
and  rrovineiul  ettn^^Tesses  wei'e  strict  !\-  adhered  t<).  At  t  h!>  incctin:^ 
it  was  voted  also  to  protect  the  consiahh's  in  collct-t ini:,' a nd  paying' 
o\('r  the  tax  raised  under  the  direction  <d  the  con>;iess. 

In  l']n;;iand.  Massachusetts  was  d(H'!are(|  to  he  in  re!)ellion,  and  ten 
lluMisand  regulars  were  rai>ed  to  he  sent  o\er  to  compter  the  j)rov- 
ini'e  liy  force,  if  it  did  not  lamely  surrender  all  \t<  claims  to  lilierty. 
(ieneral  Ga,i;e  desj)atched  a  force,  on  the  nii;hl  (d  Ai)ril  to  Lexini;- 
ton,  to  sei/e  Sanuiel  Adams  and  -John  Hancock  and  capture  military 
stores  at  Concoi'd.  Marl}-  the  followinu,' day  tin,'  lirst  hlood  of  the 
LN'N'olution  was  ^^hed  on  Lexinuton  (ireeii.  i>\'  noon  the  alarm  reached 
W'orce-ter,  and,  shoi-tlv  after,  the  mimite-men  of  Charlton  were  up  in 
arms  and  hasleniii;;-  on  their  way  to  join  in  the  st ruui;'!''-  'J  '"'  dreaded 
war  liad  he<;un  at  last,  and  v\a>  destined  to  cont inu<'  t  hrouuli  se\-en 
long"  and  trying  }'ears  h(d'ore  it  shouhl  end  with  complete  independ- 
ence. 

In  llie  face  of  the  o\'er])owei  ini;  nundiersand  means  arrayed  against 
lliem,  the  colonies  resolutel}-  deterndned,  like  tlie  hei'oic  Boers  of 
S(»uth  ,\frica  in  their  recent  stiai^nle  lor  freedom,  to  make  the  co-t  of 
its  downfall  a  teirihle  one,  which  woidd  ••stauu'er  humanity""  and 
prove  a  lesson  t(»  the  world.  All  of  the  cohmisis  echoed  the  wocds  of 
the  <do(|uent  Henry,  that  there  is  no  retreatl»ul  in  suhmis-i()n  and 
shivery." 

(Jii  10th,  'I'iconderon'a  and  ( fo\\n  roint  were  captured  with  two 

liundred  cannon  and  ;i  hir<;'e  supply  of  military  stores,  w  hich  the 
nies  were  in  nuich  need  of.  'J1ie  militia,  which  had  hasteiu-d,  on  the 
IDth  of  April,  fr(»m  nearly  every  town  in  the  pro\ince  to  the  assis- 
tance of  their  fel low-](at  riot s  at  !>exin^t(m.  rt-m.-iined  in  camp  al  (  am- 
hrid_<;'e  and  its  vicinily  and  iiroceedetl  to  in\est  liosloi!.  ()ur  (  harllou 
compani<'s  [x'rformed g'ood  service  Iheic  and  rendered  a><istance  in  the 
ei-ection  of  1  he  se\ cral  forti licntions  on  the  hills  of  ( 'and)ri(li;'<%  Dor- 
chester ;iii;l  (  harlot  own. 
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On  the  17tii  of  Jiiiic  the  iiiciiHiraldf  Itnttio  <»l'  I>ull1^('^  Hill  \v;i- 
lou^iit,  uitli  tilt'  ;j,'l()ri(>iis  rcsuU  (»!   piilliiii;'  inldil  t'oiiiai^e  and 

foiilidciu'c  into  tlx'  licarts  ol'  tlif  colonials. 

l-'i-oni  this  tiiiic  lorwai'd  (  liarllon  did  Iht  utmost  in  aid  of  iIk'  roi^- 
laiu'f  to  th<'  Hril:isli.  I.)iiriii;i;  the  war.  <mi|  oI'  a  i>o])ulat ion  (d'  alionl 
1  Idrtccn  Inindrrd  o]dy,  slic  t'urni.-licd  upw ar<ls  (d  llircc  Inuidrcd  nifn 
foi- the  ( 'ontincntal  army.  Her  "-oldicr-  pa  it  icij.atfd  in  man  y  of  t  Ix' 
most  mcmorahlc  hattlcs.  I'ndcr  I/im-oln,  and  S^-linylcr,  and  (iatf< 
rlic}'  were  al  l-'rccma n'<  Farm,  and  otlx'r  conHicts.  cndinL!,'  A\  illi  Saia- 
loi;a  and  the  cajjturc  of  Hviru'(>y  ni'  ;  if  is  t  (dd  l  hat  sttinc  were  w  it  h  Arnold 
and  Mont  ii'omcry  in  t  he  lici'oic  march  and  attacl';  njton  (^Mudicc :  and 
also  that  othi'i's  were  with  Washini^t on  at  Lonu'  Island  and  \\  hit*' 
rialns,  at, 'I'rcnt on.  Princeton  and  r»i-and}  \\  inc.  and  at  N'allcy  i'm  uf 
iluriii^i;  the  terrible  w  iiUcr  (d  1777. 

While  licr  soldici-s  were  in  the  licld,  those  at  home  wei'<'  doini;- 
<'verytl)inii,"  possil)le  to  aid  them,  l^iarly  in  177('>.  I)ani(d  St reetei-  w a- 
sent  t(^  the  army  to  disti-ihnte  hlaid^ets.  (>n.Inne  17,  177(!,  tiieanni- 
\'ersary  of  I>unk<'r  Ilill,  and  two  \\ce]<<  Ixd'ore  independence  had  heen 
<|eclared  at  I'hilaihdphia,  the  town  \  <>ted  to  sn])port  t  he  < 'out inent a  1 
congress  in  detdai-ini;'  the  colonies  independent,  ot  (Jreat  Hrilain'Mo 
the  extent  (d' 1  heir  lives  and  foitnnes.  if  they  thoni:;hl  it  expedient."" 
In  1777,  on  .March  10,  a  connnittee  rei-ommcnded  that  a  honnt}'  td'  £"J0. 
ill  addition  to  the  honnty  <iiven  by  t'on^ress.  he  ijiised  for  L:,-ood  alde- 
hodietl  men  to  yer\e  in  this  nnnatnial  and  nnjust  war.""  On  Fehrnary 
2,  177S,  a  connnittee  was  ajijxtinted  to  receive  snlist'ri])tions  foi-  t  he 
( 'ontiiKMital  soldiers  for  tin' town,  and  to  conx  ey  the  amonnt  to  the 
nu'ii  ill  the  ti(dd.  On  .Mai'ch  2,  of  that  ycai.  anot hei- connnit tee  w as 
select<'d  with  anthority  to  provide  iov  the  families  of  Continental  sol- 
diers. And  later,  on  Ajtril  2.  still  another  to  provide  shirts,  stockings 
and  shoes  I'or  the  men  in  the  army.  On  March  1,  177!>,  £1)00  was 
voted  to  ])rovide  foi"  the  families  of  soldiei-s;  and  in  that  yeai- and  the 
one  folhnvini;'  eommitfees  were  aiti)oiiited  to  see  that  the  soldier-" 
faiiiilies  did  not  want. 

I'pon  tliese  many  committees  whieli  from  time  to  time  were  tdioseii 
to  act  dniMin;- the  j)eriod  of  the  lJe\ olnt i(ni,  ap|»eai- the  names  of  the 
leadin<i"  t-it i/ens  of  the  town,  many  of  whom  wcic  of  the  original  set- 
tlers, now  ;irown  too  old  for  act i\(' servic<'  in  the  li(dd.  hnt  williiii:' and 
<lesi)-ons  to  do  whatever  lay  in  iheii-  ])ower  lo  assist  the  cause  with 
which  they  had  sn(di  deep  symi)athy.  As  an  indic-ation  oftheii'sin- 
<-erity  and  patriotism,  let  us  lelleci  upon  the  fact  that  thi>  little  hill- 
town,  in  17SS,  had  jiaid  in  l)ounti(v-  £7.in2,  in  hai'd  money,  amonntiiii;- 
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to  iicMi'ly  i$l()«()()0,  ill  :i(l(lit  i(tii  i(»  nil  Ik-t  c  x])('ii(  lil  mc^  lor  niiiis,  ;iiimiu- 
nition,  blaiilvcls.  clotliiii';"  and  slio('s;aiiil  a!.-<»  in  addition  to  ln-r  care 
oT  the  needy  Janiilies  of  soldier-.  I  donl»l  il  this  reeoitl  ean  l»e 
excelled. 

DufinLi'  tlie  ( 'i\  il  Wai'.  (  liarlioii  did  il-  tnll  duly  Ionn  ard  maintaining 
the  integrity  ol'  the  Tnion.  She  tnrni-lied  two  hnndicd  and  thiitfen 
men  f'of  the  anny,\\  hieh  \\as  eighteen  more  than  her  quota,  ami  maiiy 
oC  these  <4-a\-e  u])  their  li\-es  I'oi' 1  he  cause,  as  may  he  seen  l>y  the 
inscri[)t  ion  ui)on  t  he  monument  to  their  honor  \\hieh  >tand-  in  front 
of  this  I)uildini:'.  She  i>aid  liheial  liouniies  and  ii,a\-e  ailditional  pay  to 
the  Nolunteers,  heside  a  \veekly  allowance  lo  their  N\i\t's  and  minor 
children.  Tw  enty-t  w  o  lh(»usand  dollar-  w  ere  ajipropriated  and  iiaitl 
out  for  her  sohliers.  ex(diisi\-e  of  the  sunr-  eoiitriUuled  for  stale  aid. 

The  attention  and  money  of  the  inhaliitaiils  ha\im;'l)een  ^iscnto 
the  dtd'eiu'c  of  the  cohuiy  in  the  time  (.1  it-  peril,  the  comidei  ion  id' 
their  meet im;--house  \\;is  d(day<Ml  until  17<ll.  in  which  year,  on  January 
fi,  the  lirst  meernii;'  was  called  in  the  new  editice.  In  .Ma;/,  a  call  was 
extended  to  the  \U'\ .  ( 'aleh  Curtis  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  w  liich  call 
lie  accei»ted  and  he  was  <l\dy  ordained  on  Octolirr  1.').  Ilci'e  he 
remained  in  char^'c  until  he  was  disnii--t'd  !»y  liis  o\\  w  re(pie-t  in  177<>. 
After  the  district  had  iierome  a  town,  he  wa<  -cut  as  a  d(de^ate  lt>  the 
rro\iiicial  conuress  at  U'atertown.  in  17s7,  he  i-epi-e-(  iited  the  town 
in  the  ^'eiieral  coiu  t  ;  and  he  died  in  Is()2.  upon  hi-  larni.  at  ihe  a^e  (d' 
se\ cnly-live  years,  nnicii  respected  and  IxdoNcd. 

Ministers  of  t  he  gospel  continued  to  l>e  sciccted  and  supported  hy 
the  town  down  to  the  )-ear  17S2,  when,  the  law  prosidin^'  thai  towns 
shouhl  he  oi»lii;ed  to  sui)|iori  them  haxini;'  hecn  repealed,  hy  a  vote  (d' 
101)  lo  .">5,  in  ihe  ne^'at  i\-e,  it  was  drtermined  that  in  the  luturethe 
money  necessary  for  their  support  slnuild  he  rai.-ed  hy  free  I'oiitrihu- 
tioiis  from  tliose  who  attended  the  ser\ices. 

There  are  six  scM'ral  huildinu's  in  (  harlton  w  herein  town  ami  di-i  rii't 
riieetinii;s  liave  hei'ii  h(dd  since  incor]torati(»n,  and  all  (d'  ihe-e  one. 
wherein  three  meetings  onl}-  were  held,  -t  ood  w  it  hi  n  three  hundred 
feet  of  tills  liall. 

As  hel'ore  stated,  down  to  the  year  17lil,  all  meetings,  hoth  ci\  il  and 
relii;'ious,  were  h(dd  at  the  h(»use  of  l-]l»eiie/.er  Mat'kintire.  ( )n  .hmuary 
G,  17()1,  tlie  lirst  meeting'  was  held  in  the  new  meet inu-hou-e,  w  hi^di 
stood  u[)oii  Ihe  common  eastol  us,  <ii\  ('n  hy  him  foi-  I  hat  purpose. 
Tills  structure  was  50  x  10  feet  in  dimension,  .-liin;;led  on  the  oul-ide. 
and  iKi  douht  con-^trucled  w  il li  a  hip  roof  in  the  ancient  style,  and 
without  spire,  tower  or  hell.    It  conliuued  to  serve  as  a  town-house 


until  Xovciiilx')-  15,  1S02,  when  the  last  husiiicss  meet iii<j,-  was  hcIO 
iIktc.    It  a\ as  iiu'etiii<;s  wrrc  in  this  huildini;,  t hat  t hr  U-^^isla- 

turc  scjiaratt'd  the  state  d'om  the  (.•hu)-ch,  and  the  chiirt'h  heeainc 
<)l)li»;(.d  to  (l('i)('nd  \'ov  existence  up<tn  \'(duntai'y  rontrihut ions.  The 
next  town-nn'c't  in^s  w  ere  held  in  the  new  eenter  ( '(»n^rc;^al  ional  nicct- 
iii;^-htjiis(,',  erceted  in  171)8,  t»n  the  I'listi-rly  >id<'  of  the  road  uj/on  \\  liich 
the  tii'st  nieel^in^'-house  stood.  The  tow  n  \'()te(l  to  pay  loi-  its  use  thiiiy 
<lollars  a  year,  on  any  days  l)\it  Sundays,  j'^ast  an(rrhaid<si;ivin^-  day>  ; 
and  held  its  llrst  meeting- thei-e  on  Mai-eh  7,  iSO.i.  During- the  latto' 
year  the  (d(.l  nieetin;j,-house  was  torn  down.  This  third  place  <d'  tow  n 
ineetini^s  eontinnedto  he  so  ust'd  until  the  elosc  (d'  the  year  iSKi, 
which  was  ahout  the  time  ol' the  so-ealled  "Tnitarian  ( 'ontrovers\'." 

On  March  3,  April  0,  and  May  5,  ],S17,  town  nM'ctin«;'s  A\  t'i-c  called  at 
the  northsidc  in  the  house  owned  by  the  liaptists;  l)ut  this  place  pr<iv- 
in>j,' to  !)('  inconvenient  to  many  peojdc,  the  hall  over  Major  Sjiuri's 
brick  store,  to  the  north  of  us,  was  secured,  and  on  March  "i,  1818,  the 
tii'st  meeting"  there  ^^'as  held;  and  that  hall  was  used  by  the  town  uinil 
1822,  when,  having  ac<piired  a  eonti'olling  inter(-st  in  the  Xew  Cen- 
ter !Meelini;-n<»us(',"  it  was  styled  the  T(»wn-I I(ur-e,'"  and  was  again 
used  foi-  town  puri)oscs  until  April  1,  1831), 

'I'he  I'nion  society  was  formed  a  iter  18:{(),  from  a  union  <»f  thei'ni- 
tariansiat  the  center  and  the  rni\ crsalisls  at  the  north'-ide.  and,  ha\- 
ing  eoming  into  [)ossession  of  the  rights  in  the  building  of  the  new 
<.'enter  Congregat i(Uia I  society,  it  resoUcd  to  <lestroy  tlie  same  and  to 
<*rect  a  new  and  smaller  one  u[)(»n  its  site.  This  could  not  be  done, 
however,  without  consent  Irom  the  town,  which  caused  much  discu-- 
>ion,  linally  to  be  settled  by  an  agreeuient,  whereby  the  t(»wn  con- 
sented toconstruet  a  basenx'nt  loundation  suitable  for  town-meetings 
and  town  business,  when  the  sot-iety  would  build  tluMr  meet ing-hou.se 
upon  this  foundation  and  keep  it  in  rejiair  or  forfeit  it  to  the  town. 
The  town  was  to  receive  more(»ver  the  sum  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars  toward  the  cost  of  the  !»asement.  ()ne  town-meei- 
ing  was  liidd  in  the  hall  of  tlie  old  Sjiurr  tavern,  in  -Udy,  18.S1),  before 
the  new  house  was  ready  for  use.  On  Xovemlier  11,  1831),  state  (dec- 
tion  was  hehl  in  the  "  X<'W^  'I'own  Ibuise,"  which  has  (.-ontinuetl  in  sei- 
vice  until  the  erection  of  this  building. 

The  old  tavern,  wherein  the  first  ('harlt(»n  meetings  were  held,  was 
taken  <lown  soiue  lifty  years  ago  and  remod(dled  as  a  tenement  house 
<»n  the  road  b'ading  from  Soutld)ridge  to  St  urbridge, where  it  still  nuiy 
be  seen. 

.So  many  of  her  sister  towns  having  jiassed  her  in  population  and 


ucaltli,  wlmt  Ikis  the  town  ot  ( 'liarll  (Hi  accoiniili-Iicd  y  I  <  t  lid  r  a  ii  \ - 
thing  of  wiiifh  she  may  he  partiiailarl}'  proud'.-'  Shr  ha>  no  cxtcn-ixc 
factorios  or  hu2;f'  mills,  for  tlu'rc  is  no  a(l('(|ual<'  power  to  ini  n  ilicir 
wheels.  ('ommeiTe  has  not  I)roitiiht  to  her  weaUhaiul  hixury,  tor 
lhe!-e  is  neither  sea  nor  ri\er  upon  whieli  lo  t-on-lruei  i^reat  (iock>  and 
vvliarves.  l!aih-(tads  do  not  ci-o-^^  or  rccios-  each  (Mlier  w  itliin  liei-  tei'- 
ritory,  makini;'  hei-  a  center  and  depot,  tlierehy  lirin^inu'  llie  iai~ii;e-> 
and  pros])eri(y  which  aeconii»anies  <u('li  n(»od  torlune.  Tliere  ar<'  no 
li-heries  upon  her  waters,  no  nsineral-  in  iiei'  soil.  Uein^  handicapped 
in  these  and  many  olhei-  \vay>,  her  jieoph'  ha\-e  lieen  enticed  away 
irom  her,  and  other  towns  h;ive  out -t  ri pi'cd  her  in  po[iulati(Ui  and 
material  pi'o-perily.  \\  iili  all  t  ho>c  <ira\\hack-  and  liniiiations  id  hei- 
}H-o^'r('>s,  wliat  tlien  lia-  liecn  N  it  t'oi-  Imm'  lo  i»rndiicey 

I  repl}'thal.  in  ordt'i-  to  mana:;c  fad  oric-  a  nd  mill-:  to  Imildand 
steel' the  ships,  and  handle  and  di-jjosc  (d'theii-  precioii-  ca i-i;oe- :  to 
(■(vnstruct  railroail-,  engines  ami  car,-,  and  to  ni:inai;-e  th<'m  andihe 
passeiio(.i<  ;,iid  rrcii;ln  whii-h  they  convey;  to  dii;  and  .-melt  tlie  ore-, 
and  to  fashion  them  into  intricate  machinei\ ,  iin])lcnienl  s  a  nd  orna- 
ments ;  to  huild  up  and  ^'o\-ci  n  i;reat  towns  and  citie-  ;  to  till  the  pro- 
le-sions  and  to  cstal»ii<li  t  rade  and  connnercc  :  in  line,  to  d(»  all  whi<-li 
the  aihaiu'c  of  ci\'iri/alioi:  dcniand-.  iccpiirc-;  men.  and  e\ery\\licre,  in 
e\('ry  i)r(»fes-ion.  e\-ery  trade,  cNery  employment  ihey  ;irc  in  -eaii-h  (d' 
men,  men  (d'  character,  men  (d'  iionesiy.  men  of  cner^■3■  and  strl•ll^■th, 
of  deiei-minal  ion  and  pui-|)o-e.  And  here  amoiiL''  lier  (piiet  hill-, 
('iiarlton  mot  hei's  have  heeu  rai -im;- men  < d  1  he  ^■ood  old  New  l  jii:  land 
type,  inheriting-  liei-  \  alnaide  trail-,  ami  cdncaled  in  lier  idea-  and  tra- 
ditions ;  and  she  has  i>een  sending-  them  out  o\er  tliis  luoad  land  to  lil! 
re(piii-ed  jdaces  and  lo  relied  crcilit  and  hontu'  upon  hcr-idfl  The 
sons  and  dc-^ccndant  <  <d'  tlio-e  early  >d  1  Ids,  latiuiil  in  the  e\c(dlent 
school  of  pri\'al ion,  educated  lhat  it  is  hmun-ahle  to  lahor.  wi-c  lo 
economi/e:  inherit in^- t he  streni;th<d  body,  the  \iL;-or  and  acutdies< 
of  int(dlect.  the  courau'c  .and  ddei-minalion.  the  hoiie-ty  and  eariie-t- 
ness  of  their  fathers,  have  i^'oiie  fortii  to  till  p(Hitions  (d'  tru>t  nd 
honor  in  lar;j,-er  tields.  Of  tliis  tlien  llie  town  may  \\(dl  hoa-t.and 
i-hallciigc  othci's  for  com])ari<(Mi. 

I.et  us  li'ive  a  mou'.ent's  altenti<»u  to  an  exauiplc  anioiiu'  the  numhei-- 
of  these.  On  the  ninth  day  of  Aui;-u-l.in  the  year  1 S 1 '.),  I  Ik  i  <■  wa> 
horn  at  (  harlton.  one  lo  who-e  del ei-minat  ion  and  persist eiicy.  in  -pile 
of  obstacles  -ndicidil  to  have  discoiiraucd  mo-l  |ier-oii-.  tiie  whoh- 
civilized  ^\-(n•ld  i-,  and  loi'  all  time  to  come,  will  continue  to  he  dccpl\- 
;4'rateful  and  iiulebt^-d.  lie  w  as  po--e-;<i'd  ( d'  no  o\ ei'pow  erin^'  intidled 


ur  threat  i:;('iiius, — was  only  an  oi'diiiary  (  liarlton  hoy  with  tlic  limited 
opi>oi'tuiiiti<'s  of  lit')-  scliools,  hut  ii'.hci'hcd  her  \ahial)lc  lrait>  ami 
<'(liU'atAMl  ill  licr  ideas  and  traditions.  As  a  yontli  ol  sc\cntccn,  lie 
went  out  into  tlic  world  lo  (•ar\('  his  Toil  uiic.  ('aifltdly  sa\inu'hi- 
liard  earned  money  in  inereantile  piir-^niis.  he  added  to  his  edneation 
and  as-umed  a  profession.  ( >l' t  his  iirole-sion  he  held  more  than  an 
oi  tlinary  lo\  e,  and  in  it  lie  determined  to  make  him -ell'  km iw  n  and  leli . 
Its  iiraetiee  hron^lit  to  his  attention  constantly  the  j)ain  which 
attended  minor  sur;j,ica!  operations,  which  cansed  liim  to  rellec-t  niM,n 
file  ext'rnciatiii^"  ai^'ony  snileretl  hy  those  i-omiielled  to  ^iihinit  to  the 
se\'erer  ones  nnder  the  Iviiile.  Soon  he  r(^<ol\ed  lo  de\  ()te  his  time 
and  ojtport nnity,  liis  energy,  money  and  ser\ices  to  the  att(Miij)t  to 
i'(die\"e  humanity  and  torture.  Ili>  pursuit  ot  this  aim  hecame  con- 
-lant.  Ih;  reatl,  searched  and  eiKinired.  lie  experimented  and  per- 
severed, never  dishea  rleiied  hy  teni|)orar\  I'ailure,  or  hy  the  sneers 
and  discoura;j,enients  with  which  he  was  constantly  met.  until  linally 
coiiipierini;'  e\('ry  op|  losit  ion  he  pro\-ed  to  the  W(M-ld  that  the  hnii;- 
sou<;ht  tor  discovery  of  sui-i!,ical  ana'slhesi.a  wa>  made,  and  that  under 
the  inllueiice  of  his  amesthetic  the  -e\fre.-t  ojierations  weic  j»aiiile--. 
and  mi^-ht  he  performed  with  <afet>.  and  <-ven  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  patient. 

The  ( 'harlton  hoy,  to  whom  t  hi- ;.;reat  di-co\  ery  is  now  conceded, 
was  >\  iHiam  'I'honias  ( J reen  Morton,  a  doceiidnnt  of  John  Ste\  ('n-. 
who  came  up  from  l'>se.\  county  with  the  settlers  and  hecame  one  of 
1  he  founders  of  t he  town  ;  and  the  name  of  Dr.  Moi  ton  will  l»e  ujion 
the  lips  and  in  the  grateful  prayer<  «it  people  in  e\t'ry  ci\  ili/ed  nation 
Ion;;'  after  the  memory  of  ^•reat  compK'rors,  ^.^ix'at  state-men,  i^'icat 
lailers,  has  faded  and  he(-n  lost. 

Dr.  ()liver  \\end(dl  Il<dmes.  in  speakini;-  of  <uii;ica!  ana'stho-ia, 
says,  it  was  lirst  accomplished  hy  "  DocI(M-  Ahn  ton,  at  the  ri-k  ol'  Ids 
reputation,  and  with  a  coui-ai;'e  and  pi'rse\ <'rance,  w  itliout  w  hiidi  e\('ii 
had  the  idea  *)f  the  possihility  of  such  eD'ect  s  Iteen  eni  ertained.  t  he 
world  mii!,lit  ha\('  waited  c-enturies  or  indetinitely  l)elore  the  re-u'T 
was  reached."  And  with  his  u.-ual  ]>oetical  expi'cssion,  descrihini;-  its 
ejVecl.  he  wr(»te,  The  tierce  cxt|-einity  -utrerini;-  was  steeped  in  the 
waters  of  foi-^ct fulness,  and  the  decix-st  luri-ow  in  the  knotted  hiow 
of  n^^'ony  was  smoothed  forevei-." 

Dr.  K.  M.  Iloili;-es  said  of  Inm  ;  The  lap-e  (d'  time  lia^  hut  mauni- 
lied  and  contirmed  Dr.  Mort<m's  riuht  to  con-ider  every  human  heini;- 
liis  de]»tor.""    And  ui)on  t!ie  stone  id' his  tomb  at  (juiet  Mount  Auhurn, 


2S0 


where  rej)(>>e  tlie  remains  ot'tliU  eiiiiiieiit  ><»n  of  <  Iiai-li on.  f)r.  .Iaco[» 
Higelow  lias  ^^'rittell  lliis  inenioi-alile  <'|iitapli  : 

"Inventor  and  revealer  of  an.-est  liet  ie  inhalation, 
Before  whom  in  all  time  .sui^cry  wa<  a^^ony, 
J>y  whom  pain  in  sur<i,'er3'  was  aver1<'il  and  annnUed 
Since  whom  st-ience  has  eo)itrol  of  jiain." 

If  Charlton  had  no  other  claim  to  fame  and  uni\crsal  ;:,"ratitnde  tiiaii 
the  fact  of  Iia\ing'  i;i\'eii  to  the  \N(trld  one  who-e  i-oncept  ion,  |)er-e\fr- 
ance  and  conra_i;'e  lirsi  estahlished  the  ast oni^hinu'  fact,  that  a  hnman 
!)eing  may  ])ass  nnder  the  teriilde  knil'e  and  >aw  of  the  sur;^ei»n  with 
nerves  nnlonchcd  by  the  sli^■hLe-t  f<'elini;-  •>[  torture;  ihat  the  .-dldiei-. 
torn  and  mangled  upoii  the  tield  of  coiilliet.  may  be  wlioily  iflieved  td 
agony  while  his  wounds  are  [Hohed  and  cared  for  and  his  mutihited 
meml)ers  removed;  lhat  the  nndher  may  pa-^  in  unconseious  shunher 
through  the  ix'rils  (dU-hildhirt h.  to  wal;e  to  her  new  happines-  with- 
out <)ne  memory  of  its  pain  ;  and  (hat  liic  human  body  may  undergo 
every  condition  without  a  single  sensation  of  agony, — that  al(»ne 
should  place  her  in  the  frtnit  raidvl 

Of  the  eflbrts  and  success  of  many  other  sons  of  (  harlton,  1  nught 
s}»eak  if  time  would  permit.  The  name  (d'  Moses  Hrcsser  lMiiHii)s 
occurs  to  me,  the  founder  ol  the  "At  lantic  Moiuhly  Magazine:"  of 
dulius  IL  ^^'ard,  the  eminent  d(»ctor  of  divinity,  and  foi-  a  long  time 
literary  editor  of  a  promincid  New  i^ngland  ne wspa pei- :  of  All»an  X. 
Towne,  of  lailroad  fame,  whose  i-e])ulalion  exieiuU  from  the  ea-tern 
to  tlie  western  coast  ;  of  Amasa  Stone,  another  i  ailr(»ad  man  (d  iame  : 
of  Linus  15.  ( 'umins  and  IMiineas  Jones,  men\bers  of  eoiigre-s  ;  id"  Dan- 
i(d  Phillips,  one  of  the  (trgani/ers  of  the  gieat  Adams  l^xjjress  ( 'om- 
pany  ;  of  (ieneral  Salem  Tow  n  and  (ieneial  Spurr  and  '-Scpni'e  "'  \\\\- 
liam  I*.  ^larhle,  and  many  others  whose  name-  will  occui'  to 
whose  struggles  and  achievements  have  brcMigbt  renown  to  them>el\'es 
and  honor  to  the  town  of  their  bii  th. 

Since  the  time  when  oui' country  t  lire  w  otV  the  yoke  of  (Ireat  Hriiain, 
we  have  become  a  nation  of  eighty  millions  of  people,  and  our  terri- 
tory has  extended  from  the  Atlantic  to  tlu'  Pacitic,  fiom  I'.ehring 
Straits  to  the  (;!ulf  of  Mexico.  A\'e  have  grow  n  \ast  and  jiowcrful, 
and,  particularly  since  tlie  Ci\il  war,  we  have  iniacased  wondei  fully. 
in  pi-osperity.  The  growth  of  trad<'.  the  inv<'ntion<  in  machinei-y.  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  discovery  of  nnnerals  and  in  elect  i  leal 
appliances  has  put  into  the  hands  <_)f  individuals  and  coi  jiorations  gicat 
and  almost  incom])rehen-ible  ^^•eallll  and  |M»^^•er.  This  fa\'(»red  coun- 
li-y,  our  free  institutions,  the  gioriou-  liberty  (d'  sidf-government 
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«';ini('(l  by  tlic  pcrsNtciicy  and  prcscrxcd  hy  tlif  1)I<mh1  of  oui' niiccvioi--. 

arc  ours  to  t'lijoy  and  (<>  [)i't'sci'v('.  And.  in  llic  words  oT  \\'('l)^t <■)•. 
to  us  is  ^ivcn  tlic  ^'i-avc  and  iiuporlant  duly  n\  i  r;iir-init tini;'  thc-c 
<;r<'al  l)i('.-sini;s  uniniiiaiicil  to  |Mistcrity. 

Our  cities  have  hcconic  ci-owd'^l  w  it li  people,  aliraeted  nol  ;doiie 
Ironi  llie  lairal  di-ti-iets,  luit  many  fiitni  di-',;in!  hinds  wliei-e  tree- 
doni  and  s(d l'-;j,"o\  <'rinuent  i<  iinlvnown.  ami  w  lierr  i  he  lile-v^'mu  ^  oi' ^m-li 
are  -till  umani;lit.  The  eity  of  New  Yovk  exceed^  in  population  that 
<i!' tlie  entire  thirteen  eoh)nies  in  177.").  The  po<-e-^ion  of  riches,  niul 
tlie  ;;'reed  develojiedin  tlierusho!'  >ee]^inu-  lor  llieui.  un !oi-i  un.Mtely 
has  tempted  many  ot  our  peo[d<'  to  dep;irt  from  lli<'  enrly  ide;i- 
founded  n]>on  ilie  i;-reat  doetrine-  of  the  con-l  it  ul  ion  ;ind  the  deelar,i- 
lion  of  indepeiidenee.  \o  l(ui:j,ei-  nei'dwc  tear  the  \\ily  Indian  nor 
foreii;-n  foe:  tlie  i)re.-ent  danL;er  i-  from  our>(d\'es.  wlio.  in  (tur  jin.-- 
perity,  are  inidininu"  to  allow  the  'iMiit  of  eom  mereia  li-ni  to  o\-ereonie 
the  principles  of  freedom  upon  which  our  i'ouiiti-y  was  lounded,  a^al 
Avhich  liave  heen  trair-mitted  to  us  [a  presei  \e  as  a  sacred  ti  iist. 

Doctrines,  wiiieji  \\'ould  liave  sounded  stranue  t!»our  ancest(u-s.  of 
late  have  not  only  heen  just  itied,  hut  ha\-e  heen  applied  and  are  >oui;ht 
t(t  he  ]>ei-j»etuated.  'I'here  i>  danger  in  this  dcpaiiure  from  the  piiiu-i- 
ples  of  llie  fathei-s.  There  is  dani;-er  in  thi-  indulgence  to  the  princi- 
ples of  ^-recd.  IN'peatin^' s(demn  words  (d'  warning;'  recent  !\'  spoken 
in  the  senate  of  the  rnited  States,  I  say  :  (  Mir  daiiuvr  to-day  i>  fi'oui 
the  lust  of  empire."  !!istor\'  Marns  u<  that  the  same  templal  ion  w  hich 
now  l)csets  us,  lured  and  hrou^lit  to  ruin  the  jxiwcrful  ancient  i-epuli- 
lics.  May  ^ve  he  ahle  to  resist  and  avert  that  daiii;*'!' as  we  resi-ted 
and  averte(l  the  jx-ril  (d'  thsnidonl 

^'es,  while  all  the  thiimed  powers  (d'the  world  are  rejoicini;' o\ i^r 
oui-  vacillation,  and  are  enticiin;'  us  into  an  e\il  departure  from  the 
Itrincijiles  u])on  w  hicdi  our  o'ovei  nment  w  as  founded,  ma}-  a  kind  rro\  i- 
dence         us  si  renL:,'lh  to  I'csi'-t  ami  oNciH-ome  this  ^reat  tempiati(Ui. 

!  liold  a  lirm  Ixditd'  in  t  Ik-  jM'(»ple  ;  a  h(di«d' t  hat  in  I  he  end  we  w  ill  he 
ahle  to  avei1  the  dan;;-cr.  Kcjx'atiui;-  the  tdo(piciU  lanii-uau'c  <d  our 
lamented  Seiiat or  I l(»ar  :  ''Iliaxc  an  assured  laithin  thefutui-e.  I 
have  an  assured  faith  in  justice  and  the  lo\-e  (d'  lilfcrty  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  'J'lie  stars  in  their  cour-e>  li-lit  for  I'reedoni.  The  Ivuler 
of  tlie  heavens  is  <,u  that  side.  If  the  liattle  of  to-day  ,ir«>  auain<t  i;.  1 
ajtpeal  to  another  day  not  distant  and  sui'c  to  come.  I  ap|ieal  from 
the  (dapping'  of  hands  and  the  stami)inii'  of  lect  ami  the  hraw  lini^  and 
the  shoutinu'.  to  the  (piiet  chamhcr  where  the  father-  ^atlured  in 
rhilad(d}ihia.    i  ajipcal  from  the  sjiirii  o|  iiade  to  the  >]iiiit  <d  liherly. 
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f  a[»i)c;fl  fi'om  the  «'i)i[)ir<'  to  the  r('[)iilili('.  f  :i|)|M';ii  l  idin  tlx-  iiiil  linii- 
uirc,  niul  t he  hoss.  jiiid  t lie  w  irc-inil Kt,  ami  the  luaiiau'cr.  t  o  1  lie  >t ale  — 
mail  of  the  elder  time,  in  w  liose  eyes  a  li'tiiiiea  iie\  ef  t^'li^reiicd.  w  ho 
lived  and  died  poor,  and  who  hdt  to  his  i-hi!di'en  and  lo  his  eonntry- 
meii  a  ,ii,'ood  name  I'ai'  liet I ei' than  richer.  1  aj^peal  from  the  pre-cnt. 
hloated  with  material  [irosperity,  drunk  with  the  lust  of  empire,  tu 
another  and  a  heitei'  a_i;"e.  I  a|tpeal  Irom  the  pi-esent  to  the  tuturc  and 
to  tiu'  past !  " 

'I'lu'se  fei'N'id  words  will  u'o  down  in  liistory  with  those  of  Ihiike 
and  l"\>x,  to  hoth  stimulate  and  restrain  the  youth  of  future  genera- 
tions. 

'Ml!  fares  tlie  land,  to  hastening-  ills  a  prey. 

\\'here  \s'ealth  aeemnulate<  and  men  deea\ /" 
Hopefully  then  we  turn  f  rom  t  he  ureat  eent  ers  of  weal  I  h  and  pei-sonal 
;ind)ition,  to  the  more  serious  and  thoui;'ht  ful-nnndcd  eit izens  of  the 
town,  for  the  i)i-eservation  and  reass<'rfi(»n  of  the  ij,reat  pianeiplf-  ol' 
our  government.  Let  us  endea\'or  to  kee{>  eontimially  in  mind  the 
<;"reat  doctrines  set  forth  in  the  det-laration  of  indcpeiidenee  :  "'I'lie 
(Miuality  oi  the  individual  man.  with  e\ery  other  in  political  ii.i;ht.  'I'he 
i-ij^iit  of  every  peo^de  to  institute  their  o\\  ii  i;-overmncnt.  laying-  it- 
foundation  on  such  i)riueiples  and  organizing  it s  powers  in  siu-h  form 
as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  eircei  th<'ir  safety  and  happiiif--. 
and  so  to  assume  among  the  powers  of  the  earth  l  he  separate  and 
('(jual  station  to  whieh  the  laws  (»f  nature  and  of  nature's  (iod  entitle 
them." 

May  this  ediliee,  placed  so  conspicuously  upon  the  site  of  the  e;iiiy 
settlement,  loiig  stand  for  the  pui-poses  to  which  this  day  we  di'dicatc 
it,  as  well  as  a  reminder  of  thegenei'ons  benefactor  w  ho  lias  lie-tuwed 
it.  ilay  it  serve  as  a  memorial  of  those  priceless  benetiis  which  have 
been  transmitted  to  us  by  onv  ancesiiu's.  May  it  e\er  l^eep  bid'ore  us 
the  aeliievemeiits  of  the  founders  of  C'harlt(ui,  their  sentiments  of  jus- 
tice, of  freedom  and  iudei»endeiu-e,  and  foster  a  ie<oI\e  in  us  ne\er  to 
depart  from  their  nol>le  precepts  and  lu-roic  extimides.  Ami.  liiiaMy. 
may  it  constanll}'  remind  us  of  those  glorious  princii)les  of  liberty 
upon  which  were  built  the  foundation-  of  our  national  [lowcr  and 
prosperity.  .  ' 
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We  read  in  Sbakofspoare's  As  You  T;ike  It,  that: 

"—This  our  life  exeiiii)t  from  juihlic  haunt, 

Finds  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  runnin;;  brooks, 

Sermons  in  stones,  .-ind  good  in  everything." 

Give  me  sjiace,  aii<l  follow  with  attention  and  patience  and  I  will 
repeat  to  you  what  I  read  in  tlie  "books  in  the  ninnin*;-  brook.^*',  what 
the  ''tongues  in  trees" — especially  the  depai'tcd  spirit  of  one  tree — 
whispered  to  me  in  g'reat  eonlidence ;  and  [  will  report  the  sermons 
preaclied  by  several  stones,  and  other  piles  of  them,  when  1  sat  as  a 
student  before  them,  and  listened  to  their  loie  of  lonoj  a<j^o,  so  very 
far  away  in  the  hazy  past,  now  so  hard  to  .])enetrate  and  gain  a 
knowledge  of.    First,  let  us  read  the  '-books  in  the  running  brooks." 

In  the  i-eport  of  the  Selectmen  of  Charlton  (incorporated  in  1704), 
and  Dudley  (incorporated  in  1732),  we  read  of  the  tirst  perambula- 
tion of  the  line  between  these  towns.  Beginning  at  a  heap  of  stoucs 
at  the  nortlieast  corner  of  Dudley,  and  proceeding  westerly  ol)serving 
the  line  as  running  past  many  marked  trees  in  the  forest  that  covered 
^  all  the  valleys  and  slopes  of  the  region,  furiushing  in  this  line,  alone 
mentioned  by  them,  mai-ked  "black  oak,  white  oak,  maple,  pitch  pine, 
red  oak,  walnut,  wliite  and  l)lack  oak  together,  gray  oak,  chestnut, 
and  a  large  white  pine  near  where  a  trout  bi-ook  <mters  the  river 
(the  Quinebaug),  thence  to  a  heap  of  stones  on  the  side  hill  west  of 
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the  river  (near  Sanclersdale),  tlien  a  white  oak,  aiiotlicr  white  oak, 
a  Avahiut,  a  white  oak,  a  small  crotchcd  wliite  oak  west  of  a  led<^e  of 
rocks  to  a  heap  of  stones  wliicli  is  Dudley's  N.  \V.  corner  and  Charl- 
ton's S-  ^y.  corner."  Now  liere  liave  these  'SSelectmen"  placed  all 
tliese  ''tongues  in  trees''  to  tcstifyin;^, — these  'dieaps  of  stones"  to 
sernionizinii:,  that  liere  are  corner  bounds,  and  tliat  a  straiglit  line 
connects  them.  Jlei'e  they  t<dl  of  "books  in  the  runnijig  trout 
brook",  Avheie  Lebanon  Ih  ook  enters  the  Quinebaug  at  Sandersdale 
(see  map  of  line  between  Dudlc}'  and  Charlton).  AVe  have  no  record, 
not  even  by  Isaac  \Valton,  when  men  lirst  read  in  ''trout  brcroks"  tlie 
story  that  angling  for  trout  was  the  most  fascinating  sport  in  human 
experience;  and  that  for  the  hungry  sportsman  nothing  could  equal 
a  fry  of  the  speckled  beauties,  wlien  too  tirrd  antl  to(^  Iningr}'  to  fur- 
ther match  tlie  best  cunning  in  him  against  their  (»\vn,  \et  generally 
defeated  by  their  shy,  tinny  resources.  A'erily  those  old  perandjula- 
tors  "knew  a  good  thing  when  they  saw  it"  and  ({uoted  from  the 
"book  of  the  running  brook— the  trout  stream"— that  the  salmon- 
spotted,  shy  creatures  were  there  for  the  angling  and  catching,  if 
you  can.  AVhen  they  wrote  "trout  brook,"  we  read  between  the  lines 
that  liere  was  Lebanon  Brook  running  bank  full  with  the  clearest^ 
purest,  coldest  water  possible,  for  only  sueh  streams  are  selected  by 
these  fastidious,  finny  creatures  to  lodge  their  eggs  for  hatching  and 
rearing  tiieir  sportive  young. 

In  the  same  (Quinebaug,  we  read  the  story  book  of  deep  pools  where 
suckers  and  trout  abide,  and  th;it  sunllsh  and  i)erch  delight  to  s})ort 
in  its  sweet  llowing  Avaters.  ^Ve  may  discover  another  book  in  a 
"lunning  brook"  whicli  will  be  of  interest  to  oi)en  and  scan  as  it  lies 
glistening  in  the  sun  here  and  Hows  gently  there  or  ripples  ovei-  its 
rocky  bed,  telling  how  the  hidden  springs  in  the  dev\)  recesses  of  the 
lake  bubble  up  and  supply  this  lovely  stream  with  ever  llowing  waiter. 

It  tells  another  stoi'y,  too,  of  how  ]SIother  Oxford  Township  gave  to 
lier  eldest  daughter,  Dudley,  "all  her  lands  lying  west  of  Stony  Kiver 
and  by  said  liiver  to  the  brook  coming  out  of  (  habunagunga  log." 
Possibly  this  is  tlie  tirst  time  this  brook  is  mentioned  in  histoi  y,  con- 
sequently its  limpid  story  is  wortli  listening  to  and  repeating. 

In  the  records  we  lind  that:—  '-We  the  select  men  of  Dudly  and 
Oxford  have  met  on  the  Eighth  day  of  may  173;)  acconling  ((»  notelica- 
tions  given  agi-eabel  to  the  Daw  [xxx]  preamb(duated  and  lenued  the 
bounds  bet  wen  the  Towns  of  oxford  and  I>udley  and  begon  al  the 
brook  coming  out  of  the  pond  caled  Cha  bun  a  gun  gu  maug". 
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This  was  the  first  perainbul'dtion  of  tlie  Ihio  between  Oxfoid  and 
Dudley  by  the  Selectmen.  ^Ve  cannot  n-ali/.e  the  hard.-iiips  cnduretl 
by  Selectmen  "Lutent  Isaac  Larnaid,  Dacon  SanuiH  J,)avise  of  Oxfoid 
iind  Georo'e  Kobson  and  John  IJllie,  Selectmen  of  Dudley"  as  they 
blazed  their  toilsome  way  from  this  broolc  to  the  corner  bound  on  the 
Sturbridge  Line  (now  in  Southl)ridge),  huntinj^;  for  the  sermoni/.inj^ 
^'heaps  of  stones"',  listening  to  the  '•'tongue's  in  marked  trees"  from 
*4stly  to  HOly",  all  marks  of  some  sort  to  be  bound  and  renewed,  in- 
cluding the  voice  in  the  "grate  white  pine  tree  by  the  trout  bi  ook 
near  where  it  runs  into  the  river",  and  the  "heap  of  stons  which  is 
Dudleys  northwest  corner  and  Oxford's  southwest  corner  of  their 
Township  at  which  corner  we  left  otf."  See  map  of  line  between 
Oxford  and  Dudley,  now  the  one  between  Dudley  and  Charlton. 

We  can  picture  those  hardy  pioneers  of  1731)  dressed  in  liomemade 
S(iuirrelskin  caps,  the  strong  homespun  blue  frocks  made  by  much 
labor  of  the  equally  hardy  pioneer  housewives,  who  took  the  tleece 
of  wool,  carded  it  into  rolls,  doubled  and  tw  isted  it  into  yarn,  and 
wove  it  in  hand  looms  just  wide  enough  so  that  two  seams  only  were 
needed  to  make  it  large  enough  to  throw  over  the  head  and  hang  to 
the  pioneer  heels  of  tiiese  sturdy  woodsmen,  who  felled  tlie  forests 
and  broke  up  the  virgin  soil.  The  ca}),  the  frock,  short  clothes,  and 
strong  cowhide  boots  to  the  knee,  made  an  ideal  costume  for  rustling 
the  forests,  observing  the  "books  in  running  trout  brooks",  heaping 
the  "stons"  in  a  day's  work  of  "jx'rembulating  the  I.iJie"  as  I  ha\'e 
lieard  my  father  describe  it  at  various  times  \vhen  lie  was  engaged  in 
such  services.  Certainly  they  were  entitled  to  the  next  day  oil'  in 
reading  the  "books  in  running  brooks"  in  enticing  tlie  speckled  beau- 
ties from  their  cool  haunts  in  the  limpid  streams  in  the  forests, 
where  unvexed  by  mill  wheels  and  unfettered  by  dams,  they  llowed 
bubbling  of  freedom,  even  as  from  the  day  of  their  creation. 

Those  who  have  No.  18  of  the  (^)uiiuil)aug  Historical  Society's  Leaf- 
lets may  recall  what  Mr.  El)en  Stevens  says  al>out  the  stone  marker 
standing  upon  the  forest  line  between  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
where  Woodstock  and  Thompson  Join,  lie  says,  "Some  dist;<  ice 
north  of  this  stone  marker  there  stood  until  some  fifteen  years  ago  H 
large  dead  white  oak  tree  situated  in  said  wall  at  the  junction  of 
another  wall  running  easterly  to  the  present  Soutlibridge  road.  It 
stood  upon  an  old  roadway  which  can  be  traced  now.  Said  roadway 
arriving  at  this  tree  turned  at  a  right  angle  northerly,  crossed  the 
present  road,  near  a  brook,  and  crossed  the  brook  below  where  the 
present  road  crosses." 
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^Vhen  in  Dudley  and  Soiitlibridge,  last  Sfpternbcr,  I  called  nj)on 
Mr.  Stevens,  at;-i'eeable  to  his  kind  invitation,  aud  with  him  as  a  ^uide, 
in  c'ompan}^  with  a  gentleman  who  was  at  one  time  my  kind  sehool- 
master, — now  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  \Voodstoek,  we  went  to 
view  the  momunent  that  stands  where  the  noted  '■'heap  of  stones" 
was  placed  on  the  ''Colony  Line"  so  fiequently  icfcrred  to  by  the 
Selectmen  of  Dudley  in  their  report  upon  the  peranibuiatiou  of  the 
line  between  that  town  and  Woodstock.  I  was  especially  anxious  to 
see  where  the  white  oak  tree  stood  upon  tin;  northeast  corner  of  the 
••^Woodstock  ^ore"  before  the  present  strai^^ht  line  was  established 
upon  the  survey  of  1713.  IJeaching'  the  spot  where  the  tree  once 
stood  in  the  an*^le  of  the  walls,  as  described  by  Stevens,  we 
readily  found  where  the  wall  had  Ijeeu  built  up  to  the  tree,  leaviii)^  a 
space  for  it  to  grow  without  being  crowded  by  tiie  stones  in  the  wall. 
This  noith  aud  south  wall  stood  upon  the  eastern  end  of  the  '•Wood- 
stock gore".  We  followed  this  wall  southerly  until  we  reach«'d  the 
modern  stone  marker  lettered  on  the  north  side  ''M"  for  Massaclni- 
setts,  on  the  south  side  'H'"  for  Connecticut,  "-T"  on  the  east  tor 
Thompson  and  on  the  w^est  ''W"  for  \Voodstock.  Here  we  observed, 
as  elsewhere,  that  the  present  stone  walls,  even  today,  tell  the  tale  of 
where  an  arbitrary  line  had  been  established  long  ago  by  the  very 
lirst  surveyor  of  Woodstock,  where  even  now  on  this  side  is  one  pro- 
prietor of  the  soil,  and  on  the  other  side  anothei'. 

At  the  spot  wdiere  the  tree  once  stood,  we  found  the  east  and  west 
wall  on  the  Colony  line,  foruiiug  an  angle  with  the  one  on  the  east- 
ern side  of  the  '•'Woodstock  gore,"  at  that  time  the  northeast  corner 
of  Woodstock,  as  surveyed  and  established  in  1686  by  John  (iore,  tlu^ 
original  surveyor  of  Woodstock,  a  long  time  before  Dudley  was  in- 
corporated. 

Sermons  in  stones!  If  there  are  seruions  in  stones,  wliat  does  this 
"heap  of  stones"  and  this  ui)right  marker  jireachV  'J'he  rights  of 
uH'nl  'J'o  me  it  declared : —  "I  stand  heic  to  testify  to  all  comers 
that  I  am  here  to  designate  the  line  where  the  jurisdiction  of  one 
State  may  not  pass  to  touch  one  interest  of  the  iiroi)rietor  (  "  the 
estate  wiio  may  be  living  beyond  the  border  line.  1  here  represent,  I 
now  declare  that  those  men  of  the  North  shall  not  pass  beyond  my 
border  to  tax,  arrest,  try  before  their  courts  or  impi'ison  any  citizen 
beyond  on  the  South,  neither  shall  the  South  men  ci'oss  my  line  to 
oppress  any  North  men  so  long  as  men  maintain  theii-  rights  on  the 
earth.  For  they  know,  'each  man's  estate  is  his  castle,  his  and  his 
heirs  fon'ver',  never  to  be  alienated  from  his  possession  'without  his 
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own  free  will  and  consent  without  due  process  of  law',  all  liis  from 
the  centre  of  the  earth  to  the  hi«^hest  heaven.  Xo  King,  Tower  or 
Potentate  sliall  reach  Ids  hand  to  dispossess  the  sovereign  who  may 
possess  a  legal  title  to  the  soil  that  may  he  lying  in  the  State  I  reijre- 
sent.  P^or  it  is  all  his,  and  he  shall  say  who  shall  iMile  up  to  my 
border,  who  exeit  supervision  and  execute  the  laws,  tax  and  collect 
assessments  for  his  government,  his  roadways,  his  schools,  his 
churches,  all  his  political  needs  which  grow^  from  neighhorhood  re- 
quirements— the  Conunonwealth."'  All  this  and  more  was  found  in 
the  sermon  from  this  old  landmark  which  the  early  surveyor  placed 
liere  to  show  wdiei'e  tlie  "-New^  1U)xbury"  men  jutched  their  posses- 
sions in  the  unknou^n  wilderness — the  border  line  where  they  may 
hold  i)ossession  and  no  further.  Here  shall  the  pale  face  set  up  his 
roof  tree,  and  beyond  the  copper  skinned  claimants  shall  remain  un- 
disturbed. 

Tui-ning  from  the  sermonizing  stone  landmark,  we  gave  attention 
to  the  white  oak  tree  that  stood,  while  generation  after  generation 
of  men  came  and  passed  aw^aj^,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  tlie  '^Wood- 
stock  gore."  What  may  be  done  to  restore  the  tongue  that  once  was 
so  eloquent  in  its  story  of  life  in  the  wildei-ness  if  there  be  ''tongues 
in  trees,"  for  it  was  dead  and  gone  long  ago  from  the  sight  of  uwn'f 
Oh,  if  that  tongue  could  be  restored  and  set,  in  action  I  Let  me  see. 
Ah!  I  have  it.  I  will  resort  to  the  woodcraft  learned  in  tlie  forests  of 
the  Adirondacks  which  nuist  never  be  divulged  on  pain  of  Dame  Nature's 
extreme  displeasure.  Calling  to  my  aid  the  powders  of  earth  and  air, 
absolutely  necessary  in  such  matters,  I  succeeded  in  imparting  the 
l)owers  of  my  own  soul  to  its  spirit,  and  then  the  tongue  of  this  tree 
spirit  began  to  falter  in  woodsy  language  w  hich  thrilled  my  nerves, 
and  through  them  my  brain,  so  that  I  was  conscious  of  what  it 
would  communicate  to  me;  and  this  was  what  its  spirit  tongue  said  : — 

''The  very  lirsc  thing  that  I  can  recall  of  my  life  is,  that  I  was  a 
little  knot  upon  a  twig  on  a  white  oak  tree,  and  close  by  me  hung  a 
beautiful  brown  tassel  that  was  full  of  dust,  and  later  I  found  out 
that  these  were  my  fatlier  and  mother.  When  the  south  wind  began 
to  blow  and  the  sun  shine,  I  had  to  swell  and  open;  when  the  dust 
was  wafted  I  began  to  feel  very  nuich  alive.  'IMien  tlie  sun  shone 
more;  later  I  felt  it  was  dark,  I  thought  1  would  tile;  the  sun  shone 
more  and  made  me  so  lively  I  had  to  grow  hn-ger.  Then  the  dark 
came  and  I  felt  so  cold  and  stupid,  but  the  light  came  ag;nn  and  I  was 
supremely  hai)py.  The  light  and  dark  came  and  went  and  I  became 
larger  and  a  little  cup  began  to  surround  me,  holding  me  so  tight  I 
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was  not  a  bit  afraid  of  falling  wlien  tlie  drendfiil  wind  and  s^tonns 
came  and  tried  to  beat  ine  from  tbe  twig  I  was  })erclied  ui)on.  It  was  a 
long,  long  spell  I  grew,  and  grew  in  tbe  sun,  tossed  by  air,  and  bcld 
fast  by  my  loving  cup.  One  time  tbe  sun  did  not  sbine  and  I  was 
dreadfully  cold.  [  grew  colder  and  colder  until  sometbing  came  tbat 
was  all  wbite,  and  very  cold.  It  fell  into  my  cup  wbicb  failed  to 
bold  me;  tbcn  1  tumbled  down  and  bumped  against  sometbing  bard 
on  wbicb  1  lay  a  long  tiuie  stunned  and  lifeless.  Tben  all  was  so 
cold,  so  dark,  so  sad. 

''Sometbing  came  and  waved  tbrougb  tbe  brandies  of  tbe  tree  in 
wbicb  I  grew  so  big  and  strong.  Jt  rolled  me  about  until  1  fell  into  a 
crack  in  tbe  eartb  wbere  1  was  buried  from  tbe  ligbt  by  tbe.  leaves 
and  dust  tbat  fell  upon  me.  I  faib'd  to  know  anytbing  for  a  long 
time.  Later,  I  was  sure  tbere  was  sometbing  tbat  made  me  feel  good, 
part  of  tbe  time,  tben  worse,  but  later  1  tbougbt  I  would  hurst. 
Finally  I  did  so ;  my  overcoat  came  oil' and  a  little  wbite  sometbing 
si)rang  out  and  began  to  work  its  way  toward  tlie  warmer  eaith 
below.  Tben  I  got  strong  and  deteriiuned  to  jnisb  my  bead  out  to 
tbe  ligbt  wbere  tbe  warm  sun  sbone.  I  crowded  away  tbe  leaves  and 
eartb  aided  by  tbe  wbite  little  tendrils  in  tbe  ground  till  I  could  see 
tbe  warm  golden  ligbt  failing  on  all  around.  1  cannot  express  bow 
glad  I  was.  How  can  J  tell  wben  I  was  a  baby-tree 'I'berewerea 
few  red  creatures  tben  wbo  came  and  went  about  me,  none  so  wbite 
as  you  are.  It  was  nmcb  more  tban  lialf  my  life  time  before  pale 
men  came  beneatb  my  big  trunk  and  brandies,  and  gasbed  my  side. 
For  many,  many  moons  I  am  sure  tbe  bot  ligbt  made  uie  ])Ut  out 
green  leaves,  stretcb  my  brandies,  lift  my  bead  aloft,  and  defy  tbe 
storm.  1  became  tougb  and  strong  and  cared  little  for  anytliing  tbat 
attacked  my  life.  I  laugbed  at  tbe  angry  roar  of  tbe  evil  spirit  of 
tbe  air  tbat  felled  many  of  tbe  otber  'mouarcbs  of  tbe  forest',  for  1 
bad  becouie  andiored  by  rootlets  1  sent  out  far  and  wide.  It  makes 
me  sbuddcr  now,  to  recall  tbe  cold,  cold  times  tbat  froze  my  life 
blood  so  tbat  1  became  numb,  dead  and  senseless. 

''One  time  two  pale-faced  creatures  came  struggling  tlirougb  tbe 
wilderness,  drawing  sometbing  along  tbe  ground,  and  wben  tbey  came 
wbere  I  stood  tbc}^  looked  up  and  down  my  trunk,  tben  all  about  me. 
Tbe  cruel  tilings  gave  me  a  wliack  witb  a  sbarp  instrunu'iit  tbat  made 
my  bark  lly  otl".  Directly  tbey  went  straigbtway  as  tbey  came.  T.atei-, 
otbers  came  to  me,  looked  at  my  gasbed  side,  and  said  tbat  I  was  a  mon- 
strous old  tree.    Tben  occasionally  otbers  canK\  looked  at  ine  and 
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j^aslied  into  niy  old  woiuid  again,  dcligliling  in  the  misery  wliicli 
aided  niy  decay. 

^'These  creatures  set  down  at  dilVcrent  limes  stupid  things  in  rlieir 
records  whicli  1  had  no  interest  in,  hceausf  it  was  not  so  nice  as  tlie 
lov(dy  wood-talk  we  have  among  oui  st'lvcs  when  the  breezes  sway 
our  branches  and  set  our  tongues  agoing.  And  this  is  what  the  stupid 
creatures  put  down  the  second  tinu'  they  came  and  chipped  the  bark 
from  my  side  : — 

''(The  record  says:)  'We  the  subscribers  select  mtm  of  Woodstock 
and  Dudley  liave  mett  on  ye  17  day  or  may  173G  according  to  ye  noti- 
fication given  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  tlie  province  of  the  massechtt» 
Bay  with  the  assistence  of  cai)t  william  chandler  survayere  pream- 
buhited  and  renew  the  Bounds  Between  tho.  sd  townships  of  Wood- 
stock and  Dudley  and  l)egone  at  a  certain  heap  of  stons  in  the  east 
Bounds  of  sd  Woodstock  [where  the  stont;  nnirker  now  stands]  in  the 
straite  line  betw^een  the  sd  })rovince  of  ye  massetusetts  Bay  and  col- 
ony of  coneticut  wliich  is  also  one  of  southwest  corners  of  sd  town- 
ship of  Dudley  which  we  renewed  and  in  the  east  Bounds  of  sd  ^\'ood- 
stock  we  next  markt  a  white  oak  tree  which  is  the  nortli\\'est  cor- 
ner of  tlie  honourable  judge  Dudleys  land  [lying  in  Woodstock  ex- 
tending northerly  of  the  line]  we  then  markt  a  white  oak  tree  which 
is  the  north  east  corner  of  ^Voodstock  above  sd  we  then  proceaded  in 
tlie  sd  preambulation  and  renewed  the  marks  in  north  bounds  of 
Woodstock  above  sd  the  first  \vareof  was  a  white  oak  tree  [see  ac- 
count by  iNlr.  Stevens]  the  next  was  a  hemlock  tree  in  a  swomp  which 
we  renewed  the  third  was  a  heap  of  stons  under  the  top  of  a  fallen 
whit  oak  tree  the  fourth  was  a  heap  of  stons  on  the  top  of  pin  island 
medow  liill  in  which  sd  heap  of  stons  is  a  stone  markt  with  with  the 
lettei"  following  vi/  W  J  II  I  1715. ' 

Xow  here  was  another  old  tinu'  puzzler.  What  do  these  letters  and 
date  mean?  There  is  no  clue  in  Dudley  records  previously  or  subse- 
quently that  throws  any  light  upon  the  matter.  It  certainly  points 
to  something  relating  to  the  illiode  Island  west  line. 

To  secure  access  to  histoi'ical  data  regarding  this  and  other  matters, 
I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  fiong  Island  Historical  Society  for  the 
purpose  of  gaining  access  to  their  Library.  Securing  'I'rumbuirs 
History  of  Connecticut,  which  is  basf^l  upon  records  on  file  in  that 
state,  I  found  on  page  448  of  volume  1,  the  following  statement : — "In 
1702  a  commission  was  appointed  to  settle  the  boundary  line  between 
Connecticut  and  llliode  Island.  This  commission  decided  that  the 
line  should  be  run  in  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  tlie  Pawcatuck 
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river  (as  at  profient),  till  it  comes  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  Ashawa^' 
wliere  it  falls  into  the  Pawcatuck,  thence  on  a  straight  line  to  the 
southwest  bounds  of  the  Warwick  o^rand  purch:i<o,  the  tirst  ;^rant  of 
land  in  Connecticut,  20  miles  due  west  of  a  cei  tain  lock  Iyin;L;"  at  the 
outmost  point  of  Warwick  neck,  which  is  the  southeaster!}-  hound-^  of 
said  purchase,  tlience  due  north  till  It  meets  the  south  line  of  the 
Province  of  Massaclmsetts  Bay  in  New  Kn>^iand."  This  tinding  was 
rejected  by  the  Connecticut  authorities  because  it  cut  oil"  so  large  a 
share  of  their  territoi-y,  when  their  charter,  as  it  read,  extended  east- 
ward to  >»arragansett  Bay,  or  Narragansett  River. 

The  following  from  the  Librarian  of  the  Bhode  Island  Hist<jrical 
Society  throws  nmch  light  upon  the  (juestion  of  this  long  lost 
boundary  stone : 

"Your  letter  and  tlie  Historical  Society  Leaflets  are  at  hand.  F  am 
much  interested  in  your  inquiry  and  only  regret  that  I  caiuiot  deti- 
nitely  answer  it.  The  Phode  Island  General  Assembh'  at  its  June 
session  1714  voted  that  the  Governor  should  have  power  to  appoint  a 
conunittee  and  a  sui'veyor  to  run  the  dividing  line  between  Connecticut 
and  Phode  Island  in  concert  with  such  commissioners  as  should  be 
a})pointed  by  Connecticut  in  pursuance  to  the  agreement  made  be- 
tween the  two  Colonies,  May  Pith  170:r  (P.  L  Col.  Kec,  1:  175). 
Arnold's  History  of  P.  L,  2:  05,  says  that  the  P.  1.  eonmiittee  was 
appointed  in  November  1710  l)ut  1711  was  the  con-ect  date.  It  was 
evidently  i-un  by  Phode  Island  alone  as  they  speak  of  their  great 
charge  in  running  the  line  (P.  1.  Col.  Pec,  4:  251),  and  state  that  the 
line  was  drawn  by  Phode  Island  oidy  (P.  1.  Col.  Pec,  4:  300). 

"It  certainly  sounds  probai>le  that  under  such  conditions  the  line 
would  have  been  run  slightly  further  west  and  fall  near  such  a 
boundary  marker  as  you  describe.  Possibly  the  W.  J.  stands  for  Wil 
liam  Jenks  who  was  prominent  only  a  few  years  later  in  running  the 
line  between  P.  I.  and  Mass.  It  was  t\ui  custom  for  surveyors  and 
boundary  commissioners  thus  to  blaze  their  initials  on  markers.  (See 
11.  I.  CoU  Pec,  4:  504).  Thus  W.  J.  P.  1.  would  be  the  natural  solu- 
tion. 

"Mr.  John  P.  Bartlett  was  very  familiar  with  the  papers  upon 
boundaries  and  it  seems  quite  certain  that  if  a  1715  Peport  had  ex- 
isted among  the  State  Archives  he  would  have  printed  it  in  his  P.  I. 
Colonial  Pecords.  Wm.  Jenks  was  a  Commissioner  regarding  the  P. 
I.  and  Mass.  Boundary. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Clakance  S.  Bingham,  Librarian." 
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The  senium  tliis  ''stone  in  a  lioa})  of  stones""  i)r(';iclir'S  is,  tliat 
IJliode  Island  Itceoniin*;'  interested  in  the  settlement  of  the  honndary 
line  between  Conneeticut  and  Massachusetts  in  1713  hestii  red  herself 
and  employed  William  Jenks  (later  her  Goveriior),  to  surv(^y  a  line 
between  that  Colony  and  Conneeticut.  AV''  can  hardly  disL-ov<'r  liis 
l)asis  for  establishing^:  his  line  so  far  westward,  nn](^-s  he  found  soine 
warrant  for  it  in  the  Indian  deed  in  which  lioj^cr  ^N^iUianis  secured  Ids 
title  to  "Providence  ]*lantations'\  AVe  may  i-ecall  that  this  deed 
which  enabled  Williams  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  commonwealth 
wlnM-ein  he  could  try  his  exix'i'lment  of  true  ''soul  liberty"  was 
bounded  on  tlie  west  l)y  "Mash])auj^-",  hence  "W.  J."  made  a)»out  ten 
nules  further  west  a  line  where  he  set  uj)  this  old  ''Kb(Mie/er""  to 
testify  to  tlie  line  of  ''Little  Ivhody".    It  disa])i)eared  lon;^;  a<;'o. 

This  "sermon  in  stones"  with  its  old  time  unsettled  boundary  line 
must  not  lead  us  to  for^-ct  that  we  oui;iit  to  resume  the  further  i\-cord 
of  perambulation  in  which  they  record  that  the}"-  '-markt  a  poitler 
tree  which  we  renewed  and  then  we  renewed  a  ded  red  oak  tree  at 
the  \vest  foot  of  pine  island  medow  liill  the  next  mark  was  a  ij^ray  oak 
ti'ce  and  then  a  heap  of  stous  and  then  another  gray  oak  ti'ee  all  which 
sd  marks  we  renewed  we  then  renewed  a  heap  of  stons  the  southwest 
corner  of  colonel  tichis  farm  which  is  also  another  southwest  corner 
of  the  township  of  sd  dudley  at  which  coi-ner  we  left  of 


'I'he  heap  of  stones  on  Col.  Fitclfs  farm  was  where  tlie  east  line  of 
South]n'id*:;e  now  crosses  the  northern  liiu^  of  "^^■oodstock  *i()re"'. 
This  "great  ni<niument"  stood  as  a  witness,  as  the  great  oak  tree  did 
on  the  southeast  corner,  that  whatever  territory  lay  st)uth  of  it  be- 
long(d  to  Woodstock  and  that  north  to  Dudley,  as  much  as  if  the 
King  owned  this  side  and  the  Emperor  the  other,  and  that  all  theii 
claims  must  be  recognized. 

AVe  read  again  :  '"May  ye  3 :  1745  after  Lawful!  warning  Given  wee 
the  subscribers  select  men  of  wootlstock  &  Dudley  meet  and  ixuambu- 
lated  ye  Bounds  Between  sd  Towns  we  begun  at  a  beep  of  stones  in 
ye  east  Line  of  \\M)odstock  being  one  of  southw  est  corners  of  Dud- 
ley &  from  thence  to  a  laig  wt  oak  Being  ye  N  :  E  corner  of  wood- 
stock  [established  by  J(djn  Core  220  years  ago,  a  large  tree  then] 


Jontn  ])ayson 
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thence  in  }-«  nortli  line  of  Woodstock  nntill  wo  come  to  n  Inroe  Iieap 
of  stons  westterly  to  ye  utmost  sontli  wt  cuiuer  of  sd  Dudley  ]5y  a 
lar«;"e  wt  pine  ti'ee  we  renewed  y^-  rx.inuls  foiiiicrly  maid  within  thr 
Denientious  above  mentioned 


Listen  to  the  tongues  of  this  "large  wt  pine  tr(M>"  sinking  ihcir  nutf'> 
of  joyous  music  when  the  soft  ])rec/t's  of  summer  sway  arid  eaiT^s 
its  clusters  of  needles  lightly  as  with  a  lover's  breath, — I)ut  hear  it 
roar  ever  so  tiercely  (as  with  tlie  voice  of  a  wild  Iteast;  with  i-age  and 
defiance  M'lien  tlie  winter's  gale  rouglil}'  sweeps  its  hi'anclies  antl 
sways  ifs  trunk. 

Hut  11  traged)'  has  overtal-:en  our  witness,  th(^  piii*^,  for  we  read  in 
the  book  tliat  in  1700,  tlio  scdectmen  of  ^\'()(tdst()clc  and  Dudley  again 
began  at  tlu?  initial  '-lieep  of  stones^ —(at  this  date,  the  northwest 
corner  of  Killiiigly,  wliich  had  recently  been  iiu-orixuMted  as  a  ttt\\  n- 
ship), — tlie  east  line  of  \Voodstock  tlience  west  (1°  Xoi'th  to  a  lieap  of 
stones  East<'rlie  ot  a  broken  topt  pine  and  is  Dudleys  soutliwestermost 
corner  and  Sturliridgi^  southeast  cornei'  and  erected  Stakes  and  Stones 
every  80  rods.    (See  map  of  the  ^^'oodstock  g(»re  south  of  Dudley.) 

In  1773,  we  find  tlie  tragedy  comjdete,  for  we  read  that  the  ev(U- 
tramping  selectmen  began  at  ilie  sermonizing  heaii  of  stones  tlience 
Nortlierley  Ih-st  to  a  white  oak  tree  in  Northwest  corner  of  \V(»od- 
stock.  (Gore).  'Jlience  west  0°  North  making  a  straight  line  170  rods 
to  u  large  lieap  of  stones  Easterly  of  a  pine  stump.  ''A  pine  stump  I" 
llow  hath  the  might)^  fallen!  'I'he  ](ine  is  laid  low  and  has  disap- 
peared; its  voice  is  no  longer  heard  sighing  in  the  softbree/es  of  sum- 
mer or  roaring  in  tlie  wMnter's  gales.  Only  the  sturdy  white  oak  stands 
to  tell  us  that  the  old  Selectmen,  once  so  '-spry"  in  their  perambula- 
tions, and  ready  in  their  recoi-ds,  ai'e  gone.  Their  sojis  came  and  went 
their  perambulating  way  listening  to  the  tongue  of  the  white  oak  as 
it  tells  of  the  decay  of  men  and  tre(\s  all  about  it. 

The  last  record  of  perambulation  is  found: — "Dudley  April  Tith, 
1780.  Tlien  met  according  to  ap]H)iiilment  at  the  southwe>t  cornei-  of 
Dudley  which  is  the  southeast  corner  of  Stiii  bridge  and  pei-ambulated 
and  JJenued  the  liounds  to  the  Xoitheast  corner  of  >Voodstoek  [at 
the  oak  tree  marker]  then  southerly  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Dud- 
ley which  is  the  Northwest  corner  of  Thompson." 


ITeni  y  Boweii 
l)anll  i)aine 
Joseph  Kdmunds 
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[Tills  i>  at  tlio  initial  startiiifi;  iKtint  of  toniu'r  pcrainlnilations — at 
tlie  "lioap  ot  stoiis  on  Ciddiiy  liiu'."  'l'li<Mn]»<()ii  was  taken  li'oni  I\il- 
lint^ly].  ''!iy  us,  William  May,  \\  illaid  Child,  By  onhn-  of  the  .Select- 
men of  Woodstock,  Jacob  ( 'hani])t'il;iin,  S<'lcctuien  of  Dndh'y/' 

It  must  be  renn'Mibered  lii^ht  hfie  tiial  tunneiiy  Stui])iidL;-e  came 
clear  down  to  the  ^Voodstock  line  and  extended  eastwaitl  to  th<'  Wade 
reservation,  thence  northward  t(»  (jONcrnor  Dudley's  south  lijie, 
thence  westward  15°  south  to  the  Lebanon  llill  corner.  All  this  is 
now  in  Sonthbrid<;-e.    (See  map  of  west  side  ot  Dudley.) 

'I'hei-e  is  not  a  hint  in  this  record  re_i;ardini^  the  line  corner  \\hite 
oak  marker,  although  no  doubt  it  was  still  standing,  but  showing  its 
advanced  age,  for  it  was  tough  and  strong,  sound  and  hard,  tenacious 
of  life.  Perhaps  its  birth  was  a  long  time  Ixdore  the  discovery  of 
America;  a  young  tree  when  England  gained  i)Ossession  of  the 
^'goodruUande"' ;  a  well  grown  tree  when  the  weary  rilgrims  landed 
and  starved  on  tlu'  shoics,  l)ut  laid  the  founilalions  ot  a  Nati<»n  ever 
rided  by  freemen.  It  may  have  failed  in  vigor  during  the  American 
devolution.  It  saw  the  red  num  come  and  disapix'ar.  It  saw  .Tohu 
Gore  trailing  liis  measuring  chain  beneath  its  blanches  and  felt  liis 
liatchet  gashing  its  bark,  thus  christening  it  as  a  ^\'itness  l)earer  to 
the  northeast  coi'iier  of  New  IJoxliury  in  the  wilderness  of  1(580  wlien 
the  later  Pilgrims,  grandsons  of  earl\'  JOnglish  pioneers,  entered  upon 
their  new  ]>ossessions.  lh'i<'  its  tongue  bore  constant  witness  as  one 
generation  of  men  fell  away  and  was  laid  to  rest  \>y  its  sons,  who 
themselves  grew  (dd  and  wilb'd  their  possessions  to  their  succt'ssor>, 
while  the  oak,  still  \  igor(»us,  viewed  men  and  the  sons  <d'  iikmi  and 
their  grandsons  go  tramping  their  ix'iambulating  way,  visiting  this 
everlasting  oaken  witness  to  their  ]io-^s<'ssioiis,  '4''or  men  may  come 
and  men  may  go,  lint  I  go  on  forever."  ^■et,  'Mhe  tooth  of  time", 
enough  time,  will  gnaw^  out  the  tongue  of  a  white  oak.  ^\■e  knoW' 
not  when,  but  we  do  know  that  decay  seized  upon  our  witness  i)earer 
and  age  whit<'ned  its  branches.  ;Meii  saw  its  death  api)roach,  but  re- 
fused *'to  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree''  t(»  still  its  tongue, 
))ecause  it  declared  wiiere  ( "olonies  and  States  may  hold  Jurisdiction 
u[»  to  its  trunk  and  become  powerless  when  passing  its  shades;  for  its 
oaken  tongue  declared  :  "Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  fai'ther, 
and  here  shalt  tliy  power  l)e  stay<'d." 

Wiien  it  failed  to  put  forth  leaves  we  cannot  say,  but  tlie  very  last 
indications  of  this  historic  tree  were  gone  from  its  corner  in  the  stone 
wall  as  ^Ir.  Ste\ens  says,  '■'some  lifteen  years  ago."  No  d<»ubt  for 
lialf  a  century  it  stood  after  its  leaves  failed  to  give  it  strength  and 
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l)Ower  to  resist  the  sun  and  storms, — tlie  Icclii  that  <;na\v  ujion  all 
or(j:anic  liTe.  However,  its  ton<;iie  mi»;-lit  well  l)e  silent  tor  the 
"W  oodstock  o'ore"'  was  al^andoned  to  Massachusetts  and  the  ''heap  of 
stons  ou  Colony  line"'  was  alone  i-c(|nired  to  sermonize  re^ardin*,^ 
man's  i)oSsessions  and  his  limitations. 

^Ve  must  now  bid  farewell  to  our  heroic  Avhite  oak,  glad  that  we 
were  able  to  recall  its  spirit  pi-esence  and  so  set  its  tongue  testifying 
of  old  times,  its  grand  sturdy  witness  bearing  among  men  who  found 
in  such  groves,  'Hiod's  first  temples",  in  which  to  worship  Ilim. 

To  those  who  doubt  that  this  oak  lived  as  long  as  1  have  repre- 
sented, 1  will  say  that  when  the  famous  Charter  Oak  in  Hartford 
fell,  an  eflbrt  was  made  to  ascertain  how  long  it  stood,  and  men  con- 
cluded that  it  was  four  hundred  years  old  when  it  fell  in  1850. 

Another  nnitter  claims  our  attention  Ijccause  we  have  the  record 
that  confirms  Mr.  Stevens'  statement  relating  to  ''an  old  road  tliat 
can  be  traced  now,  said  road  arrivin.g  at  this  tree  turned  at  a  right 
angle  northerly  crossing  the  pr^^sent  road  near  a  brook  zm\  crosses  it 
two  rods  below  where  the  present  road  crosses."  Here  is  the  record 
from  the  Dudley  book,  pages  127, 128  :  "A  Road  laid  out  by  the  Select- 
men of  Dudley  Oct.  ye  3^^  17G0  beginning  at  a  white  oak  tree  [nien- 
tioned  in  early  perambulations],  at  the  end  of  a  road  fornnMly 
laid  out  west  of  Jeremiah  Phillips  from  tlKMicc  about  northerly  [on 
the  easterly  side  of  the  Woodstock  gore],  to  \N  oodstock  \  :E  coi  ner 
[where  our  famous  white  oak  stood  so  long],  fi-om  thence  to  the  south 
side  of  Ebenezer  Edmunds  liouse  and  east  of  his  Barn  from  thence  al)out 
N  :W  to  a  Stake  and  beep  stones  a  Ualph  N^intons  line  and  upon  said 
Vintons  line  west  to  John  Vintons  S  :E  corner  and  on  said  John 
Vinton  line  to  John  Haskell  land  one  lialf  on  Kalph  tS:  John  Vintons 
laud  and  one  half  on  Ebenr  Edmunds  land  said  road  to  l)e  two 

rods  wide 


It  appears  that  this  old  road  from  the  eastward  coming  up  to  this 
ancient  oaken  landmark  turned  northward  crosst'd  the  brook  and 
meandered  on  toward  what  is  now  West  Dudley.  Later  it  was  laid 
out  nearer  the  river  where  many  small  hills  were  avoided. 

Kight  liere  T  wish  to  digress  and  relate  an  experience  which  has  an 
important  bearing  upon  perambulations  I  am  to  introduce  hereafter 
relating  to  the  Beeciier  corner  in  Soutlibridge. 


by  us 


Ebenr  Bacon 
Jacob  Chamberlain 
Elijah  gore 
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SELECTMEN  IN  DUDLEY. 

CONTRIliUTED  1!Y  WILLIAM  PE.N.N  EDDV. 


READ  AT  SOrlK'lY  .AlEETLNG,  APKIL  HO,  lOOO. 


)Vhen  in  the  roo-jon  l:ist  suniiiier  (luO.")),  I  was  de>irous  of  discover- 
ing' tlie  lost  southwest  corner  of  ])ii(ilev's  possessions,  concedeiUy  on 
the  southerly  slope  of  EehiUKHi  Hill.  In  Southbrid^'e,  niy  U>ni;- 
tiine  friend.  Alfred  E.  Cole,  invited  me  to  riile  in  his  automobile. 
After  acce])tin^  his  oiler,  he  iiuiuired  when;  I  wanted  to  ^o.  1  replied 
to  Eebanon  Hill. 

\Vhile  on  the  way  I  exi)lained  niy  object  in  goini;'  to  the  'Town 
Earm.  lit*  stated  that  he  knew  about  an  ancient  corner  and  landmark 
which  came  to  his  knowledj^e  when  Mr.  Ik-eeher  sold  to  his  fathi-r  a 
tract  of  land  lying  south  of  Oak  llid^c  Cemetei-y.  He  said  that  he 
accompanied  them  when  on  the  search  for  the  boundary  lines,  and 
when  tliey  reached  the  southwest  cornc^r  of  the  woodlot,  Mr.  IJeecher 
was  amazed  to  find  that  some  one  had  removed  a  large  stone  land- 
mark that  had  been  in  that  place  for  an  unknown  time.  In  fact,  this 
marker  stood  on  Gov.  Dudley's  northwest  corner  of  his  Oxford  land. 
It  seemed  that  we  had  no  time  to  lind  the  desired  corner  on  Lebancui 
Hill,  so  we  took  to  the  woods  in  search  of  '"lieecherVs  corner."  It 
was  a  scramble  through  the  forest  not  so  easy  for  crii)ples,  for  many 
of  the  slopes  were  hai  d  to  climb,  but  tlie  corner  was  reached,  much 
to  my  satisfaction.  1  observed  tliat  from  thence  a  line  of  stone  wall 
extended  northward  toward  Southl)ridge  some  distance,  nuirking  tlie 
western  line  of  the  original  Oxford  Grant,  which  began  back  one 
mile  and  three-eighths  on  Eebanon  Hill,  pa-sing  the-  cG'.'nc.r,  continu- 
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iiig  at  au  ano'le  north  four  dei^rees  west,  wliicli  would  hv'nv^  it  to  tlic 
eastern  side  of  the  Central  Mills  darn.  I'or  it  was  on  this  si)()t  tli:it 
Moses  >[arcy  built  his  <^-rist  luill  in  consideration  of  the  gift  of  50 
acres  of  land  from  the  original  pi-oprietors  of  Medlield,  later  Stur- 
bridge,  provided  lie  erected  the  mil!  on  the  v:cst  side  of  tin-  ii\er;  l\»r 
the  eastern  side  lay  in  the  Oxtord  grant.  This  linu  wa.^  six  and  one- 
tenth  miles  long,  much  of  the  way  dividing  <  harlton  from  Sturbridge, 
old  time  Oxfoi'd  from  M(Hllield.  As  we  could  not  f(dlow  this  line 
nnich  distance,  because  obliterated,  we  were  more  anxioir-,'  to  trace 
the  one  running  eastward,  'i'his  we  did,  following  the  stone  wall 
through  the  woods,  up  hill  and  down,  over  rocky  ledges,  through 
briar  patches  aud  undergrowth,  dodging  swampy  spots,  intent  on  our 
game,  following  this  stojie  wall  l)y  climbing  over  no  end  of  others  run- 
ning in  o])p(>site  directions,  desirous  of  tinding  a  stretch  long  enough 
on  this  angle— ^vest,  fifteen  degrees  south — to  predicate  a  certainty 
whetlier  we  were  on  the  lost  i>art— lost,  because  it  was  included  into 
8outht)ridge  and  no  longer  a  boundary  of  any  townsliip — tjt  (jov. 
Dudley's  north  line  of  his  Oxfoinl  possessions. 

At  last  we  ran  our  game  to  earth  by  finding  our  stone  wall  termi- 
nated at  the  east  side  of  tlie  golf  grounds,  being  the  second  from  its 
soutliern  boundary.  Tliere  we  were  a  little  north  of  the  Saudersdale 
factory,  as  my  map  in  No.  ]'.J  indicated  we  should  be,  and  looking 
eastward  we  could  see  that  prol»ably  there  never  was  a  ANall  across 
the  intervale,  but  beyond  on  the  slope  we  could  see  where  the  line 
was,  for  the  woods  on  the  nortli  side  of  it  show  that  the  trees  had 
been  cut  oil'  much  later  than  those  on  the  south,  where  some  (juite 
large  pines  were  growing,  while  on  the  nortli  there  were  none. 

We  had  investigated  this  line  about  a  mile  l)y  a  wall  that  nearly  all 
the  way  divided  the  ]Moi-ris  estate  from  that  on  the  other  side — dividing 
landed  property  north  and  south  as  it  did  when  the  survey  was  made 
in  ]C»S3  by  the  well-known  John  Gore. 

Had  we  crossed  the  road,  the  railroad,  the  intervale,  the  river  a 
little  farther  above  the  red  bridge,  and  contimn^d  less  than  a  mile 
further  we  Avould  have  reached  the  S])ot  where  the  division  line  of 
Dudley  and  Southbringe  impinge  upon  that  between  Charlton  and 
Dudley,  which  was  Gov.  Dudley's  north  boundary  of  his  Oxford  pos- 
sessions. 

The  fidlowing  i)rief  record,  found  on  page  1 10,  second  volume  of 
Dudley  i»rinted  town  records,  is  of  interest  in  this  connection  :  *',Iune 
ye  ]2th  1772,  We  the  Subscrilter,-  have  this  Day  met  and  irenued 

the  Jk)und"o  'bct\\'een  Dudley  and  ('harlton  beginning  at  ;i  lieep  of 


stones  ill  Dudley  North  line  wliieh  i«  Charlton  South  K:i>t  Corner 
and  tlien  west(M-dly  by  a  line  ot  marked  trees  and  hee[is  <d  stones 
till  we  eanie  to  a  heep  of  stones  in  Sturhridge  Kast  line  w  hlt'h  is 
Dudley  Nortliwest  eorner  and  Chai  lton  Southwe-t  eorner 

Jedediah  >hirey    )  . .  ,  , 
,     ,  Seleet  men 

Josluia  \  niton 


Edward  Davis 


ot  Dudley 


Xatlianiel  IJlood   )  Scdeet  men 
John  Dresser        /  (d'  Charlton'" 

Tliis  htst  corner  was  the  one  we  found  on  tlie  Cole  estate.  I'his 
perambulation  was  previous  to  the  ineorporation  of  Southbridge. 

'rurning  Trom  stories  sung  so  sweetly  by  '•t(nigues  in  trees",  let  us 
listen  to  "sermons  in  stones"  wliieli  may  be  very  dull  to  listen  to, 
but  valuable  because  of  lessons  they  convey  to  us  regarding  the 
rights  of  men  in  tlie  ownershii)  of  lands  in  Colonies,  Counties  and 
Townships. 

Tlie  old  time  [)erainl)ulators  begin  tlie  introduction  of  a  sermon  b}- 
re[)orting  tluis  : —  "April  ye  I'^ih  1745  th<'n  we  the  subscriber.s  select 
men  of  oxford  and  Dudley  preabelated  and  renewed  the  Bounds 
between  our  sd  townships  of  oxford  and  Dudley  l)egining  at  a  lieep 
of  stons  on  the  north  sid  of  a  Little  )>ro(d;  in  judge  Dudleys  south 
Dine  of  his  farme  and  being  the  Northwest  corner  of  L(dt  Lariieds  Lot 
from  thence  west  to  a  heap  of  stones  on  a  IJock  it  being  the  st)Utln\  t'-t 
corner  of  Judge  Dudleys  farm  [the  corner  a  half  ndle  norlli  of  i'eter 
pond]  from  thence  North  to  a  beep  of  stones  wiiieh  is  the  northwe-t 
corner  of  Judge  ])udleys  farm  [on  its  west  side]  tlience  runing 
about  west  to  the  Southwest  corner  of  oxfod  and  Northwest  corner 
of  Dudlej^  adjoining  upon  Sturbrig 

Beiijan  Conant 
Clement  ('orbine 
Samuel  Xewell 


St'lec-t  mi '11 
(d'  Dudley 


Ebenezer  Learned  Select  men 
Israel  Town  )  of  Oxford  " 

"Ma}'  ye  3:  1745  after  Lawfull  warning  Given  wee  the  subscriljers 
select  men  of  Woodstock  Dudley  meet  and  perambulated  Bounds 
Between  sd  'i'owns  we  begun  at  a  beep  of  stones  in  y^'  ea^i  Line  of 
Woodstock  being  one  of  ye  southwest  corner-  (d  hudley  iS:  trom  tlience 
to  a  larg  w't  oak  Being  ye  N  :  E  cornel-  of  wood-mck  [e.-tablished  by 
John  Gore,  220  years  ago,  a  large  tree  then]  thence  in  ye  north  line 
of  Woodstock  untill  we  come  to  a  large  heap  of  sloiis. AVtstlor-iy  to  }  e 
utmost  south  wt  corner  of  sd  Dudley  By  a  large  wt  piu.f' tree  we  re- 
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ji('\v(m1  yf  Bounds  lornierly  maid  ^vitllill  llic  Denicntions  above  meu- 
tioiied. 

Henry  Honeii       )  Select  men  for 
Danll  paiiie  /  Woodstoek 

J<»se]ili  lulmuiids  )  Select  men 
lienja"  newel  1       j    lor  Dudley 

Tli(}  ''heap  of  st<»n.'^ "  and  later  on  the  records  show  a  ''u'reat 
liionuinent"'  sermoni/.<'d  upon  the  fact  that  (»xford  and  Dudley 
cornei-ed  together  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sturl)rid>;e  line  l)efore 
("iiarlton  became  a  fact(H-  in  the  case,  riL;ht  here  M  here  Mr.  ( 'ole 
siiowed  me  the  southwest  corner  of  Ins  woodlot  not  tar  from  the 
centre  of  the  territory  of  Southhi-ido-c.  [Ohsei  v  e  the  landmarks  and 
corners  on  the  map  as  the  east  and  north  sides  of  ]  )udley  as  drawn 
in  ]8.'i2,  represented  by  dotted  lines.] 

NVe  may  I'ead  another  sermon  in  the  record  :  ''On  the  17  day  of  May 
170li  the  Selectmen  of  Sturbrid;i,'e  and  Dudley  met  and  i)erambulate(l 
the  lines  between  said  Towns  begining  at  a  heep  of  stones  wiiich  is 
Dudley  N  :\V  corner  [in  Out  ( '(de  woodlot]  then  run  S  :2  :  °  ^Oni  K  to  the 
<^reat  moniment  being-  Oxford  old  S  :  c<»rner  [on  the  southei-n  slope 
of  Deban<»n  Hill — the  (me  dohn  (Jore  set  up  in  1()83  as  the  south- 
west(M-n  corner  of  the  Oxford  territory  to  lueacli  ever  as  a  witness  to 
the  possession  of  Governor  Dudley  to  his  vast  wilderness  estate  >oon 
to  l»c  oceujiied  hy  wliite  sturdy  yeomen]  then  I"  :S  :°  15X  to  a  larg  white 
oak  [This  was  the  norlliwest  cornel' of  the  W  ade  rcsei'vation.  W'e 
tind  that  Deborah,  daughter  of  (iovernor  Thomas,  sister  of  (iovernor 
Josej)!!  Dudley  married  Jonathan  Wade  in  17s;{.  This  accounts  for 
Wade's  holding  in  the  region  of  Dudley]  then  S  :8 :°  30m  E  400 
rods  to  Woodstock  line  to  a  large  heep  of  stones  near  a  large  white 
pine  tree  [referred  to  in  the  perambulation  of  the  Woodstock  and 
Dudley  line]  and  found  bounds  every  "20  rods  on  the  last  line  whicli  is 
su[)pos<i  to  be  the  west  line  of  A'intons  farm.  [The  latter  line  was 
the  west  side  of  the  Wade  reservation  as  seen  in  map  of  west  .-^ide  of 
Dudley.] 

Phineas  Mixer     )  Selei-tmen  of 
William  Carter    J  Dudley 

E/ra  Conant  Surveyei- 

Samll  Freeman 
Daniel  Fisk 
- "     '  Ezekiel  I'pham 


Selectmen  of 
Stui'liridiie 
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Now  the  re:ider  who  has  followed  niy  eo])}'  of  perainl)ulations  of 
lines  wilh  map  in  hand  lias  seen  that  he  has  followed  n»e  tdear  around 
the  township  of  Dudley  and  has  listened  to  tlie  ''tont;ues  In  ti'ees, 
hooks  in  the  running'  hrooks.  and  sermons  in  stones''  all  the  way;  and 
yet  listen  to  one  more  "sermon  in  stones"'  as  it  was  set  foith  in  IT'.tO 
when  we  read: —  "I'ursuaiit  to  a  Law  of  this  Common-wealth 
tiie  Suhserihers  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dudley  ,!k  Srurhrld^e  met 
a;;reeahle  To  ap|)ointment  to  picamhulate  c»c  I'enew  the  Ixmnd-^ 
between  Said  Towns  be<;-ining-  at  tlic  [  (ircat  ]  Monument  at  the  Soutli 
\Vest  Corner  of  Dudley  [on  the  Woodstcsek  lint'],  theiu'e  Xorthardly 
on  SiJ  line  to  a  NVhite  Oak  tree  [on  the  noi-tliwest  eorner  of  the  \\'ade 
tract  declaring  the  fact  that  it  stands  upon  the  south  line  of  the 
original  Oxfoid  estate  of  Governor  Dudley],  'i'heuce  \\'estarilly  on 
Said  Hue  to  a  heap  of  Stones  [on  the  soutliern  slojx'  of  Lebanon  Hill], 
thence  Northardly  on  Said  line  to  the  Monument  at  the  Northwest 
Corner  Of  Dudly'' 

Now  here  they  w<'re  at  the  (as  they  record)  '-^Monnnifut^'  wliich 
Mr.  Beecher  was  expecting  to  lind  when  sh(»\ving  his  bounds  to 
Ml-,  llenr}^  i'olo.  when  preparing  to  deed  the  land  to  him,  as  1 
referi-ed  to  as  being  shown  nie  by  Mr,  Alfred  Cole,  'i'his  peiam- 
Indation  was  signed  by  "Captain" 


Curiously,  tlie  first  Selectman  of  Dudley,  John  Eddy,  my  gi-and- 
father,  stood  while  on  that  peraml)ulation  one  hundred  and  lifttH'U 
years  before  wliere  I  did  last  September,  1005,  with  ^Nlr.  Alfred  Cole, 
who  then  pointed  out  to  me  the  spot  where  they  recorded  the  fact 
that  a  "Monument"  stood  on  that  corner  (as  Mr.  lieecher  was  witness 
of)  preaching  a  sermon  relating  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Dudley 
Township  and  of  Governor  Dudley's  northwest  corner  of  liis  Oxford 
possessions.  lUd  it  was  of  no  further  account  because  its  testimony 
was  of  no  value,  for  Southbridge  liad  been  created  wilh  new  and 
distinct  lines.  My  father,  Colonel  John  Eddy,  son  of  Capt.  John 
Eddy,  was  also  a  Selectman  wlien  it  fell  t(»  liis  duty  three  times  to 
perambulate  the  town  of  l)udley  lines,  but  as  Southbridge  was  set  oil' 
before  this  duty  fell  to  his  lot,  he  only  had  to  perambulate  to  the 


'John  Eddy 
Isaac  Lee 


1 


present  east  lino  of  S()utlil)ri(l«;(' .'iiul  j)i'o!)ul)l3'  iK.'vor  saw  this  cdiner 
'^Monnnienf,  or  listened  to  its  sermons. 

AV^i  have  learned  so  nuieh  ahont  the  lines  of  the  original  (  )\r(,r(l 
survey  that  everything;  relating'  to  them  Is  lnlerestin^\  e<i)eci;ill y  tlie 
«>'rant  of  the  General  Court  and  the  orl^imii  doeumeiit  that  d(  <t'i  ihe- 
the  loeation,  survey,  and  deed  of  allotment  of  this  vast  tract  ot  laml 
in  the  wilderness.  This  doeunient.  Holmes  Aimnidown  rejjroduced  in 
his  Historical  Collections  on  [ja^es  127  to  1:5')  ot  I. 

As  he  stated,  this  curious  document  is  in  the  jjossession  ot  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  I  resolved  to  ;^-o  and  examine  it.  At 
my  re(]uest,  when  thei'e,  the  Librarian  made  a  search  for  it,  but  in  the 
limited  time  1  had  to  spare  he  could  not  tind  it,  but  a  few  da\  s  latei- 
the  Librarian  notified  me  that  lie  had  diseovered  it.  I  went  to  New 
■^'ork  again,  and  he  at  once  handed  me  the  precious  manuserijit 
which  was  a  beautiful  example  ot  the  engrosser's  art.  for  it  wa-  in 
perfect  condition  never  havini;-  been  much  exjMjsed  to  the'  li-lit  and 
air.  It  had  been  so  little  oi)ened  that  the  ink  had  not  faded  any,  and 
c\'ery  part  was  (juite  as  legible  as  A\'hen  tii'st  engr(jssed.  The  seals, 
live  in  number,  were  as  bright  as  when  attached  to  the  document  on 
the  lower  mai'gin  as  pendants,  but  turned  ui)ward  before  the  docu- 
ment was  folded,  three  times.  !t  was  again  folded  sid<'ways  se\-eral 
times.  It  measures  2  feet,  3  inches  by  2  feet,  5  inches.  The  docu- 
ment was  found  in  TiOnilon,  in  1872,  and  was  i>i-esented  to  the  New 
York  Society  by  Charles  AVellford,  Ksip,  of  London.  It  had  bc'cn  in 
its  envelope  so  long  that  it  showed  its  great  age  and  i-equii-ed  a  new 
one.  The  odor  of  the  pigskin,  of  which  the  imi-chment  was  made, 
was  quite  pronounced,  much  like  that  of  (dd  lard.  It  was  signed  lirst 
by  Joseph  Dudley,  tlien  William  Stoughton,  and  John  lilackwell. 
The  seals  of  rvol)ert  Tliompson  and  I)ani(d  Cox  are  attached  N\  ithout 
tlieir  signatures.  They  are  as  bright  and  legible,  as  well  as  th<»>e  of 
the  witnesses,  as  if  written  within  a  few  j  eais,  rather  than  218  years 
ago.  I  conclude  that  this  document  has  not  been  ojx'ued  since  Mr. 
Anunidown  had  it  copied,  so  was  pleased  to  be  pernntted  to  see  it. 

I  hope  my  readers  have  followed  the  lines  on  the  map  closely  and 
will  now  notice  the  dotted  lines  which  indicate  that  the  old  ones  are 
obsolete  l)ecause  of  the  incorporation  of  Southbridge. 

In  conclusion  I  may  say  that  these  (juotations  from  vaiaous  i-epoils 
of  the  Select nuui,  who,  at  dillerent  times  perand)ulated  the  liiie^  lie- 
tween  the  adjoining  towns,  go  to  prove  that  the  lines  of  the.  ancient 
original  survey  of  Woodstock  and  Oxfoi  d,  as  well  as  the  modern  ones 
of  the  towns  of  Woodstock,  Dudley,  <  harlton  and  Southbridge,  as 
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soon  ill  the  maps  that  acconipaii}'  tlie  Qulnabaii^  ITistorical  Society's 
Loallcts  Xos.  ]!),  20,  are  aoouiale.  Thoy  show  the  ''•Woodstock  j^nre" 
as  it  existed  from  1740  to  1701  as  ropurtcd  in  tli(i  (piotcd  ]<'tt<M-  to  the. 
Herald  iawml  on  pa>;e  218  of  11.8.  Lcullot  No.  IS.  Subse(piont,  to 
1794,  tho  line  beginning  at  tlie  initial  *'lioap  of  stons  on  tlie  ( 'olony 
lino,"  projected  a  little  west  of  nortli  to  tlic  '"long  white  oak  tree"'  so 
fully  treated  herein,  thence  westerly  to  the  eastern  lino  of  Union, 
Ct.,  liad  no  further  legal  status,  consequently  is  now  simply  a  maltei" 
of  history. 

Again,  the  southerly  line  of  Governor  Dudley's  possessions  in 
Oxford  became  obsolete  in  1731  ^^'hon  the  town  of  Dudley  was  incor- 
porated, because  its  noithern  line  was  upon,  and  identieal  wirh  the 
Govei'nor's  northern  line  (»t  Oxford,  and  its  southern  was  laid  on  that 
of  the  Colony  division  from  Connecticut,  blending  Governor  Dudley's 
lands  ^N'itli  those  of  the  Black  James  reservation  to  form  the  town  of 
Dudley. 

The  western  line  of  Govoi-nor  Dudley,  identical  with  that  of  the 
town  of  Dudley  adjoining  Stui-bridge,  became  obsolete  wlien  South- 
])ridge  was  incorporated  in  ISIG.  Conseijuently,  tin;  use  of  the  stone 
momiment  in  the  corner  of  the  Cole  woodlot  and  that  on  Debanon 
Hill,  Itocame  obsolete  because  the  line  between  D>idley  and  Charlton 
was  set  hack  to  the  present  eastern  one  of  Southhridgo.  But  the 
"Great  ^Slonument"  ym  the  old  •' \Voodsto(.-k  gore"",  at,  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  Wade  reservation  (where  a  ])art  of  Sturbridgo  lay  south 
of  Dudley)  survived  to  seriuoni/e  upon  the  fact  that  here  should  be 
the  southern  coi'jjor  of  the  new  town  of  Southbridge. 

OLD  STONE  MAlJKEli  AT  DC  1( FEE'S. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe,  when  looking  for  the  truth,  how  a  hint 
may  ojk'U  up  a  large  lield  of  facts. 

Follow  my  story  and  notice  the  developments  from  a  fOAv  woids 
dropj»ed  by  a  fri<'nd  which  led  to  llu'  diseovery  of  (iov,  Dudley "s 
northwest  corner  <,)f  liis  share  of  the  Oxford  Grant  of  1(183,  and 
proof  that  my  conclusions  regarding  the  lost  south  line  of  the 
Govormn-'s  share  of  Oxford  WTre  corret't  as  sot  forth  in  my  majis,  as 
s<'e]i  in  Xo.  10  of  th(^  (^uinabaug  lli-torical  Society's  r.eallets,  and  the 
explanation  thereof,  which  was  that  \  laid  Mr.  ]\h'seroIe's  map  (»f 
Governor  Dudley's  holdings  of  the  (  )xford  Grant  upon  the  Uniti'd 
States  typographical  map  of  Dudley  in  Southl)ridge  and  fotmd  Dud- 
ley's lost  southerly  line  identical  with  the  north  line  of  my  father's 
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Leavens  Hill  farm — now  Biseo's — and  that  tlio  same  extiMidcd  east- 
ward nearly  to  the  road  from  Dudley  Hill  to  (  liai-lron. 

All  of  Governor  I)udle}'.>i  i)oss('S.-ion.s  in  Oxt'oid  were  incor[)orated 
into  the  Town  of  Dudley,  l)Ut  later,  much  ot  the  westerii  end  was  set 
oil"  to  Southbridge,  a  tract  of  a  mile  aiul  three-eighths  north  and 
south  hy  one  and  seyen-ei^'hths  east  and  west.  His  noi1h  line  is  the 
present  boundary  between  Charlton  and  Dudley. 

When  in  Southbridfje,  in  SeptemlK-r,  11)05,  I  resolved  to  test  my 
conelusions  nnide  last  winter  at  long  range,  and  to  do  so  I  sec-ured  a 
conveyance  and  drove  to  the  Durtee  place,  where  1  found  ^fr.  ])urtee 
at  home,  and  explaining  that  I  wanted  to  ol)serve  his  north  line,  he 
kindly  went  with  me  to  the  stone  wall  that  separated  his  estate  I'rom 
the  one  adjoining,  not  a  half  mile  northward,  lien'  he  showed  ii;e  a 
long  line  of  wall  that  stretched  away  on  the  same  angle  as  the  one 
lying  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Deavens  Hill  farm.  Now  c(uinting 
this  piece  of  Dudley's  south  line  lying  on  the  north  side  of  Dur fee's, 
in  with  that  on  the  north  side  of  the  Leavens  Hill  farm  and  ea^twaid 
of  it  (including  the  gap  made  by  building  the  country  I'oad  through 
the  Curtis  farm),  we  have  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Dudley's  south 
line  restored  right  where  3Ir.  ^Nfeserole's  maj)  shows  it  to  be. 

Observe  a  curious  fact  that  today  theic  v/alls,  running  at  this  angle, 
are  still  dividing  lines  between  estates,  as  they  were  more  than  two 
liundred  years  ago;  for  from  prt'sem  indications  the  Dudleys  had 
their  possessions  inclosed  so  as  to  define  their  estat<'S  in  the  Nvilder- 
ness.  Certainly  there  are  long  stretches  of  stone  wall  now  ti-aceabh? 
along  Dudley's  line. 

Another  word  about  the  old  stone  nujuument.  It  has  been  stated 
that  Daniel  Saylesand  Low(dl  liacon,  men  I  knew  very  well  when  a 
schoolbo}^,  nearby  residents  of  the  vicinity  of  Dui-fee's,  had  stated 
that,  ''the  Stone  at  Dur  fee's  was  set  up  to  mark  the  place  Avhere 
friends  had  I)uried  a  man  because  the  snow  was  so  deep  they  could 
not  reach  the  burying  gro\ind  a  little  fui  ther  along  on  tile  hill." 

In  regard  to  that,  I  want  to  say  that  a  grave  could  not  be  dug  deep 
enough  to  bury  a  nnui  where  the  nnirker  stands,  because  it  is  set  upon 
a  ledge  of  bed-rock.  ^Mr.  Durfee  concludes  no  one  was  buried  tliere, 
and  that  it  is  not  a  gravestone.  It  stands  OOIJ  feet  from  Governor  Dnd- 
le^^'s  south  line,  conscfjuemly  not  a  mai'ker  for  ihat  ;  but  it  does  stand 
on  the  eastern  line  of  Hutchinson's  reservation,  and  was  probably 
erected  to  sliow  where  the  division  was  liet\yeen  the  Indian  Reserva- 
tion and  Hutchinson's  land.  Hutchins(»n  was  a  pei-sonal  fi-iend  of 
Governor  Dudley,  to  whom  he  was  much  attached.     Drobably  the 
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stone  is.  set  less  than  two  i'l'ct  Ix'low  tlic  surfaee  on  the  ledge.  .Mv. 
Sa)''les  and  ]Mr.  Bacon  were  lu-ur  the  ai;<'  ot  my  tath<'r,  who  \\a>  l)orn 
106  years  subsequent  to  the  Oxtoid  survey.  Jle  said:  ^'•The  stone 
was  iu\  old  landmark."  It  is  eertainly  similai'  to  others  set  up  to 
mark  boundaries  wliere  the  Indians  einiveyed  land  to  the  whites.  I|- 
this  stone  was  placed  when  the  survey  was  made  it  had  been  standi u^; 
over  one  hundred  years  when  these  uum  n\  ere  b(jrn,  Ioul;'  enough  tor 
men  to  have  fori^'otten  why  it  was  set  up,  consecpiently,  in  the  absence 
of  written  records,  my  version  ot  its  being,  is  as  good  as  theirs,  ]\Iy 
father  lived  as  near  to  the  marl-iei-  as  ihey  did  and  never  reported  any 
such  story,  nor  did  Deacon  Curtis,  whose  sister  and  husband  lived 
upon  the  Durfee  i)lace. 

This  Indian  land  l}'iiig  betweeii  Dudley's  and  the  Woodstock  lin<', 
and  bounded  on  the  west  l)y  liutchinson's  assignment,  wheic  this 
marker  was  erected,  was  conveyeil  to  Governor  Duilley  in  1707.  lie 
began  to  give  titles  to  settlers,  and  at  his  death  in  1720,  his  sons  gave 
titles  which  were  never  disputed.  The  Indian  claim  was  so  soon  ex- 
tinguished that  neithe'r  they  nor  the  white  settlers  cared  why  the  stone 
nuirker  was  set  u^),  and  hence  its  ol»ject  was  forgt^tteii. 


IvEAi)  IN  Pakt  Bkfork  Histouical  Sociktv,  AriiiL  27,  rj(i;5. 


The  spring"  ot'  ISGl  roiiiul  Sturbi'idi;'e  a  <iui('t  town  wh\\  twciity-f  wo 
liuiulred  and  iiint't y-onc  ix'Opk'.  The  mihtary  s})irit  so  prc\alrnt 
durin*^"  the  Jievo'hitioiiary  wai'  and  the  cai-Iy  part  of  the  nint'iecnth 
century  was  entuxdy  laekinj;'.  A  generation  h:id  eonic  and  '^>>nr 
siiiee  tlie  last  appearance  of  the  Militia.  The  ti  adition  w  hich  t  rans- 
fornied  tlie  ijeacefiil  c(jnnnon  of  our  day  to  a  soldiers"  traininu' 
<i'i-ountl  was  a  tradition  only.  Tiic  hall-hat  u><'d  in  "T'liur  ()ld  Cat" 
and  "Jiound  liall"  hail  su])plantt'd  the  musket  ;ind  the  swoid.  Vet 
the  iuia;i,ination  of  our  peopk'  lo\ed  to  dwndl  upon  the  picture  of  tlie 
Minute-Men  and  .M ilit ia  of  "Td,  niarchiiiL;'  and  counterniarchini:'  o\er 
it  in  i)i'ej)aration  f<u'  the  ^reat  struugle  w  hich  was  to  conic  later  w  ith 
the  trained  sohhers  of  (Jreat  liritain. 

Undoubtedly  tliere  are  some  wdio  remember  the  (piiet.  happy  tiiuc^ 
in  Sturbridge  (kirinjj;  the  years  immediately  i)recedin^-  the  atl\ent  ol 
tlie  war.  They  will  recall  amoni;'  other  events  the  i;i'eat  animal 
picnic  which  went  by  the  nanu'  of  '"Sipiantunr"  and  was  held  an- 
nually in  Au^^ust  on  tlie  '*Snuth  Hat,"  where  ])eople  from  all  parts  ol 
the  town  came  with  their  families  to  join  \n  the  festixitie-  and  socia- 
bility of  the  occasion.  Athletic  sports,  ^anu^s  of  ball,  (p!oit-]litl•hin^■ 
and  tlie  like  en^'aged  the  attention  of  the  men  and  l»oy-.  while  the 
women  laug-hed  and  chatted  as  they  deftly  prei)a red  the  repa-t  wliicli 
spread  as  it  was  in  nature's  dininii-room,  encompassed  on  ail  sides  by 
green-leaved  trees,  and  over-arched  by  the  great  blue  dome  o!  hca\en. 
made  a  pictui'e  never  to  be  forgotten  by  tlio>e  wlm  were  tonunaie 
enough  to  be  present. — one  which  came  (pule  home  to  our  ^onthlul 
imagination  and  appetite.  The  custom  unfortunately  did  not  survi\(' 
the  war. 
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'i'lic  time  ol'  \;;-t  :i,i!,urc;^:it ions  of  ciiiriliil  w  liicli  now  >o  l;iruc!y 

(lri\-('n  our  llic  sniallci'  niaiuilai't iiriii^'  c-lMlili-lnnrm-,  liad  iiol  oomc. 
In  St  urbriili;*',  sIk M'nial^ini;'  w  as  one  ol'  tla'  indu-t  I'ics  iiwi  only  in  ihc 
sliops  but.  at  llie  larni-lious(.'s,  and  loads  of  li()(»t<  and  -lioc--  wrrc  a 
(Mjunnon  siL;lit  as  tlicy  wcfc  dri\cn  licl  wcon  tlic  lionics  ul  the  maimer- 
and  llic  sho[)s  ol  llic  inanutacturri's. 

liul  a  cliang'ti  was  to  come  in  llicsc  pcacadul.  lia]i[)\'  scenes.  W  :ir 
idouds  were  "^al licrini;"  oyer  oui"  liclo\  ed  count  ry.  and  tlif  people  (d 
Sturhi'idLi,-e  watidit'd  witli  »'ai;cr  interest  llie  ticnd  of  ev<Mit>  during,' 
the  I'all  and  wiiiter  ol'  ISiiO-Cl. 

As  the  time  !'(u-  the  inaui;ui'at  ioii  of  Ahr;diani  Lincoln  appi-oaclied. 
it  was  e\  ideut  lo  all  that  troulile  was  ahead,  and  it  was  I'elt  tliat  llie 
destinies  of  the  nation  A\ere  in  his  keepini;'.  On  Wednesday,  I'eb- 
fuai-y  l.'^th.  Mr.  Lincidn  was  decdared  hy  the  Senate  and  llou-e  (d' 
Ke[)resenlali\'es  at  \\'asliini;-ton,  l*resideiu-(deei  of  the  I '  nit ed  Stat es. 
( ii'ave  a[»prehension  was  everyNvhere  l'(dt  i'eij,ai-dine;  the  altitude  Lin- 
eoiii  nii^ht  tal;e  towards  the  rehidlious  section  of  tli'e  counlrw  On 
tlie  (deventh  day  of  February,  he  started  from  hi>  Illinois  home  on 
his  jouriH\\'  to  ^\'ashiuL;■toIl,  where  h<'  ai-|-i\('d  Saturday,  Feljruary  23, 
and  \vas  inau,i;'urated  President.  .March  lib,  JSCd.  Never  before  in 
tins  counli-y  had  any  President  i-ntercd  uixui  his  t<'rm  <d'  (dTu-e  under 
such  tryin^•  circumstances.  How  alil\'  he  succeeded  in  [)ilotini;' t he 
shijt  of  stale  tlu'uueii  the  storm  of  I'ebellion,  history  tells.  Hi--  in- 
au,i;ural  address,  wdnle  eiUK-iliatcu-y,  was  firm.  I  (juote  a  small  por- 
tion of  it : 

"1  therefore  consider  that  in  \iew  (d'  the  Const  it  m  ion  and  the  laws, 
tlie  Tnion  is  uid)ro1cen.  ami, to  the  extent  of  my  ability-,  1  shall  take 
eare,  as  the  ("onstitution  its(df  exi)ressl\'  enforces  upon  me,  tliat  the 
laws  of  the  I'nion  be  faithfully  executed  in  all  tlie  states.  I  )oin^- 
this  1  deem  to  l)e  only  a  simple  duty  on  my  [lart,  aiid  I  sliall  pei  form 
it  s(j  i'ar  as  practieable  unless  my  ri>^l!lful  nnisters,  the  American 
peo]»le,  shall  withhold  the  re(juisite  means  or  in  some  anthoritati\e 
manner  direet  the  eont rai-y."  OoiuduiiiujL;',  he  says:  ''I  am  loath 
to  close.  We  are  not  (memies,  but  friends.  )\'e  nuist  not  be  luie.  nes. 
'riKuioji  passion  may  liave  strained  it  must  not  break  oui'  bonds  of 
alVection.  'I'he  mystic*  cords  of  meunn-y  stretchinu'  from  e\ei-y  lia.ttle- 
lield  and  pati'iot  ;;i'ave  to  e\-ei-y  !i\  inn-  heart  and  he,i i  t h-lone  all  o\'er 
this  broad  land,  will  yet  swcdl  the  chorus  o\'  the  I'nion,  wlieii  ;ii;ain 
touched,  as  surely  they  will  be,  by  the  Ix'tter  ani^els  of  onv  nature. 
Into  111  ii'ence,  Patriotism,  Cln-istiauity  and  a  (iini  rtdia.nce  on  Him  who 
has  never  yet  i'orsaken  this  iavored  Li'nd,  are  still  conii)etent  to  adjust 
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ill  the  best  way  all  our  i)i  es(']it  diiricultics.  In  ?/o?<r  hands,  1113'  dis- 
satislli'd  I'ellow-cuunn^viiK'n,  and  not  in  mint-,,  is  the  nionientoiis  is-tu- 
of  civil  war.  TIk!  ( iovcrnnK'nt  not  assail  /juu.  You  can  havf 
no  c(.)nllict  Avitln^ut  being  yourselves  the  aggi'cssors.  Ynn  have  no 
oatli  registered  in  heaven  to  desti-o}'  the  ( Jovernnient ,  wliile  /  shall 
have  the  most  solemn  one  to  "preserve,  i)rolect  and  defend  it." 

This  noble  api)eal  for  ix-at-e  was  una\  ailing',  and  i)i-ei)aral  ions  toi- 
war  went  on  in  the  South,  till  on  the  twellihot  April,  isCd,  Fort 
Sumpter  was  lired  ui)on  and  the  war  conunenced. 

On  the  lath  day  of  April,  the  Pivsiilent  called  for  75.000  men. 
One  man  from  ►Sturbridge,  Elias  M.  OiU'ord,  Jr.,  re<[)onded  to  this 
call. 

On  Saturday,  May  lllh,  the  citizens  of  Sturbridge  manifested 
their  pati-iotism  by  raising  a  Hag.  A  handsome  llag-stair  over  one 
hundred  feet  in  length  liad  lieeii  erected  on  the  conmion  in  the  ceiUer 
of  the  town.  On  the  day  preceding  the  llag-rai-ing,  a  boy  ])y  the 
name  of  .Julius  A.  ("onant,  cTnuhed  the  j)ole  and  putting  his  caj)  o\fr 
the  ball  at  the  top,  gav<'  three  cheer>  for  Abi-aham  Linc(dn  and  tbr 
Union.  Preceding  the  Hag-raising,  b(dls  weie  rung,  cannon  tired  and 
.strains  of  martial  music  from  tlie  instnniients  of  Sabin's  i'.rass  I)and 
were  heard.  A  barge  drawn  by  four-  li(U'ses,  and  tilled  with  ladiivs 
dressed  in  white  and  waving  the  American  Hag,  was  a  featui  e  (d'  the 
occasion.  A  stand  had  been  erected  near  the  tlag-statl'  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  speakers.  The  chairman,  Amasa  ('.  31orse, 
oi)eneti  the  exercises  with  an  address.  Patriotic  sjtceches  were  made 
by  Avery  P.  Taylor,  Dr.  Calvin  P.  Fiske,  liowers  S.  <  base,  agent  of  the 
Fiskdale  mills,  Nelson  Bennett,  ('ai»t.  l)avi<l  Wight.  Simeon  A. 
Drake,  Escp,  and  others.  A  choir  led  by  William  Jleatlu-ote,  sang 
patriotic  songs.  Thus  the  enthusiasm  and  patriotism  of  the  p(M)ple 
of  Stur))ridge  was  made  nnmifest,  and  this  was  but  one  of  thou>ands 
of  similar  gatherings  h(dd  in  the  towns  of  the  Xoi  th. 

A  special  town  meeting  was  called  May  15,  isiil.  to  act  on  the  fol- 
lowing article :  ''To  adopt  such  measures  as  the  town  may  deem 
necessary  or  e\[)edient  for  raising,  equi})[ting  and  drilling  a  company 
of  voluiiteei"  Militia  in  this  town,  who  may  enlist  in  any  company  or 
companies  formed  or  to  be  formed  for  ser\ice  undfr  the  present  or 
any  future  requisition  for  troops  to  aid  in  suppressing  the  i-eli(dlion 
now  in  progress  against  the  Government  of  the  I'liited  States  and  to 
raise  and  apjjropriate  money  therelor.""  As  it  was  found  that  the 
town  could  not  legally  at  this  time  (Mpiip  militia,  no  action  was  taken. 

The  first  money  raised  by  the  Town  of  Sturbridge  for  war  pur- 
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|)(js('s  apiu-oprhilcil  at  ;i  special  (ou  u  inci-i  i iii;'  lidd  .Iiiiic  IT),  lsi;i, 
wiicii  the  town  cotcd  to  raise  one  thmisdiid  ilid/ars  lor  the  ]»uiiMi-e  of  i 
aiding  the  t'aiiiilies  of  sueli  inhahitaiits  of  tliis  town  a<  may  enlist  \ 
and  he  ninstered  into  the  >erviee  of  the  TnittMl  State>  (huin;;'  tlie  j 
jjie-ent  war,  as  provided  ])y  Chapter  i-ijf  of  the  Arts  ol  the  exii-a  j 
session  of  tlie  Le«j,'ishit ui-e  of  Massaeliu^etts.  a]>pro\t'd  May  l!2.  1s(;i.  i 
Also  voted,  that  the  Selectmen  he  directed  to  jiay  one  dollar  a  week  | 
to  the  wife  of  any  resident  ^•ohlnteer  \\lio  lias  iieen  or  shall  he 
nnisiered  into  the  sei-viee  of  the  Ignited  States,  oi-  to  each  (d  the  | 
children  of  such  volunteei-  undei-  the  age  of  sixteen  yeai's,  oi-  parent  \ 
provided  such  wiiV,  childi-en  or  ]tarent  are  (.i.'iiendetit  on  s\ich  Miiun-  i 
teer  for  sui)i)ort,  and  ai'e  in  the  opinion  of  the  Selectmen  in  >uch  cir-  ! 
caim^tanees  as  to  re(tiiire  sucdi  aid,  and  that  : o  much  of  the-umof  j 
one  tlnjusand  dollars  this  da}-  raised  lor  llie  al)o\c  purpo-e  as  ma\-  he  ; 
neeessai'y  Ije  ai)plied  thereto.  | 

At  the  annual  meeting  ludd  March      iSii'J,  the  town  vvtedy  to  raise 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  aid  the  f;uuilie>  <d'  x'olunteeis.  j 

A  call  from  President  Lincohi  for  ."jOO.dOO  ••three  year  men"'  came  .1 
duly  2,  18<)2,  and  (tuotas  were  assigned  to  t  he  various  towns  for  tiie  ! 
lirst  lime.  'i1ie  (juota  of  Sturhridge  under  this  call  was  twenty-one  ! 
men.  On  August  I,  1S(;2,  ."OIMJOO  men  weie  called  '-to  serve  inne  i 
months"'  and  foity-three  men  wei'e  as-igned  as  the  (piota  of  Stur-  ! 
hi'idge.  ' 

Ai  a  s])ecial  town  meeting  ludd  Aug■u^l  11.  ISCri.  the  town  VDtcd,  to  ' 
raise  the  sum  of  t w o  t housatid  do) lars  to  pay  the  I'aiinlies  of  yolun-  ! 
teers  wiio  may  die  while  in  the  service  of  the  I'tiited  States,  and  at  ; 
the  same  meeting,  it  was  yo^e^Z,  to  aulhori/.e  the  ti'casurer  to  Ixua-ow 
tweidy-one  hundred  (hollars  to  pa}'  a  houiHy  of  one  hundred  dollars 
to  eai-h  person  who  has  enlisted  or  wdio  shall  enlist  and  he  nnr-^tered 
iido  the  servit'e  of  the  I'niied  Stales  to  ( he  credit  of  this  town.  On 
August  2S,  iSd'i,  another  town  meeting  was  h(dd  and  l^li^ha  South- 
wick,  John  W .  Draper,  dames     .  P.elknap.  Henry  llaynes  and  lion. 
I^meison  Johnson  were  chosen  a  committee  to  liorrow  money  (jii  the 
cretiil  (d  the  town  and  ^^('re  authori/etl  to  pa}'  t  ach  nuistered  xolui. 
teer  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollaivs.    January  20,  ISO.'J,  at  a  sjiccial 
town  meeting,  four  hundi'cd  ami  twenf}-live  dollai's  were  i-aised  to 
l)ay  the  families  of  vol unteei's  and  at  the  annual  meeting,  held  Marcdi 
2,  ]80;i,  I  he  town  authorized  the  treasurer  to  horrow  thice  thou-and 
dollars  foi-  the  same  purpose.    During  the  fall  and  wititer  of  ]S<i2-(i;^, 
l)ati-iotic meetings  were  lield  atid  (do(juem  speecdies  made  to  induce 
men  to  enli>t  and  as  a  re.-ult  nniny  vohuiteers  etitered  the  service. 
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Aiiothor  c:ill  from  Pi-esideiit  Lincoln  i'or  100,000  men  '-to  serve  six 
months''  came  June  15,  18(5;},  making'  the  total  numhci-  of  men  callfd, 
1,275,000.  At  this  time,  notwithstanding^-  every  ellbit  was  tx-int!,- 
made  to  keep  the  quota  ot  the  town  even  or  ahead  of  tiie  calls,  a 
draft  was  ordered,  and  on  July  11,  18(i;{,  thirty-nine  Sturl)iid<;e  men 
were  drafted.  Of  this  numher,  one  lurni-hed  a  suh-titute.  riliecn 
paid  the  commutation  fee  of  S.'-JOO.  each,  but  the  mnulier  \n  Iio  eiiteicd 
the  service  and  the  numher  exemi»t,  1  ha\e  heeu  unal)l<'  to  asc-ertain. 

The  draft  was  nuule  in  City  liall,  Worcester,  and  was  (piiie  ,-iuiple 
in  its  operation.  A  slip  of  paper  on  which  the  name,  occu|)ation, 
color,  etc.,  of  the  enrolled  was  written,  was  deposited  in  a  churn-like 
receptacle  Avhich  was  turned  by  the  commissioner.  The  names  nvcic 
drawn  out  one  hy  one  by  Mr.  S.  S.  Leonard,  who,  bein;:,-  blind,  made 
an  excellent  man  for  tlie  purpose.  ^Ir.  Leonard  handed  the  slips  to 
tlie  Provost  Marshal,  who  untied  tlie  St rin^s  with  whidi  they  were 
bound,  and  read  the  names  of  llit;  men  drafted,  for  exam!)le:  .lames 
Turner,  22,  white,  i)ainter,  mari'ied.  Thus  the  fate  of  those  eni-olled 
was  decided. 

On  Au<;'ust  8th,  1808,  a  town  meeting  was  called,  ^'  To  se(  if  the 
town  will  take  measures  to  assist  those  i-esidents  of  Srurl)i  idge  w  ho 
have  been  recently  drafted  into  the  military  sei  vice  of  the  I'nited 
States,  who  are  not  legally  exiMupt.  and  who  are  una))le  to  pay  the 
commutation  fee  of  three  hundred  dollars."  I  pon  this  (juestion,  the 
town  t'oi«Z, '"no."  At  the  annual  meeting  in  ^Lirch,  ISG  I,  the  town 
voted^  to  raise  money  to  assist  families  of  volunteers.  May  .'U,  1804. 
the  town  voted^  to  ])ay  a  bounty  ot  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  dol- 
lars to  each  volunteer  wiio  should  l)e  mustered  into  the  service  ot  the 
United  States  to  the  credit  of  the  town.  This  was  the  last  \  ote  passed 
by  the  town  relating  to  tinances  for  the  war  before  its  close. 

The  town  ai)propriated  and  expended  on  account  of  the  Avar,  .":ji'.),150. 
In  addition  to  this,  .$0,-188  was  raised  by  voluntary  contributions  to 
pay  bounties  and  encourage  enlistments.  To  these  amounts  must  be 
added  $3000  i)aid  by  its  citizens  for  substitutes,  and  .$7.")00  paid  for 
commutation  fees,  making  a  grand  total  of  5i)20,138. 

In  this  connection  the  wometi  of  the  town  should  not  be  forgotten. 
In  tlie  fall  of  1861,  they  organized  a  Soldiers'  Pelief  Society,  and 
ever}^  school-district  in  the  town  was  represented.  Not  only  w  as 
money  given,  but  busy  liands  were  at  work  and  many  barri'ls  and 
boxes  were  sent  to  the  front  as  the  result  of  their  etlorts.  (ienei-al 
AVilliam  Schouler,  in  his  ''Massachusetts  in  the  (  ivil  \\  ar,"  i)aid  the 
ladies  of  our  town  a  gi-eat  compliment.  A\hen  he  said:  "The  ladies  of 
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S(nrhrifl<2:e  i)i'obahly  did  as  rrnich  for  the  soldiers  as  any  in  tlie  Com- 
iiioiiwealtli  acc'oidin^  to  their  means  and  nunkbers."  In  18G3,  the 
money  value  of  the  articles  sent  was  five  hundred  dollars,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  an  average  of  what  they  sent  in  other  years  of  tlie  war. 
The  net  proceeds  of  one  fair  lield  l)y  th<Mn  was  i$252.;)(;.  Their  con- 
tributions in  January,  18fj4,  amounted  to  811 1.87.  'J'iie  labor  expend- 
ed by  them  in  making  under  garments,  bandages,  lint,  etc.,  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  money  value  of  the  articles  contributed.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  while  tlie  ''Boys  in  Blue"'  were  doing  their  duty  on 
Southern  battle  tields,  the  women  Stui-bridge  weiv  doing  their  full 
share  at  home. 

On  February  1,  18G4,  President  T/mcoln  called  for  500,000  three- 
year  men,  and  on  March,  l-llli  of  the  same  yeai-  an  additional  call  for 
200,000  three-year  men  was  made.  Sturbridge  was  called  upon  to 
furnish  fifty-eight  men.  liy  strenuous  ellorts  thirty-nine  of  tlie  num- 
l)er  were  furnished  and  it  seemed  as  though  a  draft  must  lie  resorted 
to,  but,  according  to  the  Southbiidge  doui'nal  of  that  year,  was 
averted.  The  Journal  says  :  ''iSturbridge  had  raised  Tuesday  night 
sixteen  of  the  ninet<'en  men  i-equired  to  till  her  quota.  Sturbridge 
patriotism  has  abrogated  the  draft  in  that  town."  On  May  24th, 
1804,  a  meeting  of  the  enrolled  nnlilia  was  called  foi-  the  i»urpose  of 
deciding  what  measures,  if  any,  could  be  taken  to  i»rovide  for  future 
calls  which  might  be  made.  A  committee  \\as  chosen  to  circulate 
subscription  i)ai)ej'S  to  raise  money  to  pay  bounties.  On  July  18, 
18G4,  the  President  called  for  500,000  men  to  serve  for  one  year,  and 
again  the  patriot istn  of  the  town's  people  was  j)ut  to  a  severe  test.  At 
this  time  the  number  of  enrolled  militia  had  been  reduced  to  121  men. 
Enthusiastic  meetings  were  held  at  which  meji,  women  and  children 
were  present.  The  result  of  these  meetings  is  best  told  by  the  South- 
bridge  Journal  in  its  issue  of  September  0th,  1804.  It  says  :  ''As  far 
as  raising  volunteers  under  the  last  call  is  concerned,  Sturl>ridge  has 
covered  herself  with  glory.  We  know  of  no  town  which  has  been  so 
promptly  alive  to  the  exigencies  of  the  hour.  Iler  quota  was  twenty- 
three,  and  thirty-eight  of  her  patriotic  young  men  have  volunteered 
since  the  President  issued  his  last  call.  Counting  the  credits  from 
the  State,  gallant  old  Sturbridge  has  more  than  tilled  her  quota,  and 
eleven  of  her  young  men  have,  under  the  last  call,  helped  to  fill  the 
(juotas  of  other  towns." 

On  December  19,  1864,  the  President  called  for  300,000  men.  This 
was  the  last  call  made  for  troops  during  tlie  war;  Sturbridge  filled 
lier  (juota  and  had  seven  men  to  spare. 
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'J'he  good  old  town  of  Sturbrid^^e  h-A^  evci-  l)e('n  «i;oiierons  to  hor 
soldiers,  and  Ihoso  dependent  upon  lliciii.  Darin;;-  the  ye:ti-  ls71,  llie 
town  erected  a  soldiers''  niomuncnt  at  a  cost  of  .~:^1,-I()0,  w  hicli  was 
dedicated  on  Memorial  day  of  that  year.  ljp(jn  its  i^ranite  shaft  ;ii  e 
inscribed  the  names  of  twent v-se\-(>n  y(»un<;'  men  who  went  from 
Sturbridge  in  the  full  vigor  of  youthful  slrcngrh  to  meet  death  in  tlie 
defence  of  their  country.  On  the  occasion  of  .the  dedicalion,  an 
ek><j;uent  address  was  delivei-ed  l)y  ('ai)tain  David  Wight.  I  (juote  in 
part  what  he  said  regarding  these  fallen  ones:  ''To  the  mciuory  of 
these  devoted  soldiers  we  hei-e  and  now  dedicate  this  monument. 
May  no  unhallowed  puri>ose  ever  be  allowed  to  deface  it  even  with  a 
scratcli  or  interfere  with  the  sacred  purpose  for  which  the  town  lias 
placed  it  here.  So  long  as  tliese  hills  and  valleys  shall  remain,  so 
long  as  tlie  sparkling  water  in  these  beautiful  sti-eams  shall  How,  s(» 
long  as  there  is  a  hunuiii  foot  to  walk  these  streets,  may  itstand  Ihrre 
a  perpetual  memento  to  the  meuKU'y  of  these  youtig  nu'U  and  pr(K'laim 
by  its  presence  this  unaltciable  sent  iment  of  thi^  town,  Kt(u-nal  llati-t-d 
to  Treason.*' 

The  names  on  the  monument  are:  A.  M.  liullard,  J.  li.  Hlodget, 
J.  Brigham,  J.  B.  Cooper,  C.  C.  McMaster,  I.  G.  Flluipton,  K.  Shai- 
i-uck,  (J.  iNI.  Whittemore,  J.  A.  Johnson,  l\  (Javin,  W.  J.  Allen,  II. 
IJrown,  \V.  ('arter,  T.  O'llara,  11.  Smilh.  \V.  d.  Stone.  D.  A\  ilson,  X. 
AVright,  A.  F.  Child,  \V.  11.  (  Inrk,  W  .  S.  Fuller,  W.  D.  Marsh,  J.  F. 
Moore,  A.  F.  Russell,  IF  IF  Fansom.  N.  F.  Slone,  A.  \\'alk('r.  Al- 
though th(^  names  ai-e  not  on  the  momnuent,  Iv.  Flood  \\as  killed 
at  Antietam,  Sept.  17,  1X02,  and  A.  l'\  Crosby  was  killed  at  \Vinches- 
ter,  Sept.  11),  FSGl. 

The  towni  gave  to  the  local  (irand  Ai  iuy  Fost  a  double  lot  in  the 
cemetery  to  be  used  as  a  last  resting  place  foi-  Comi'ades  and  their 
families. 

During  tlie  year  ISSS.  the  town  caus<'d  four  marble  tablets  to  ))(■ 
placed  in  its  Fublic  Hall,  upon  which  were  inscribed  tiie  names  (»f  its 
soldiers  and  the  oi'gani/.ations  to  which  the}'  belonged.  ()\<'r  each 
tablet  is  the  motto  : 

"Defendeis  of  the  Fnion  from  Sturbridge — IS*!]-,'),'* 


NAMES. 

William  F.  Allen, 
Charles  A.  Fhillips, 
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11,  Fith 
''  D.  15tli 
-    F,  '' 


Charles  F.  Stone, 
iMuei'y  F.  Failey, 
William  ( 'arter. 
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William  L.  Blood, 

Co.  F,  inth  B(  ii:t.  Mas<.  Infant 

Abram  Bonjaiiiin, 

William  11.  (  lark, 

Liiciau  G.  Lamb, 

Alexander  Oakos, 

u     u       u          It  u 

Charles  M.  Plummer, 

^' 

Alfred  L.  lUisse  11, 

John  B.  ]ilod<^-et. 

^'    A,  17lh 

Albert  Kemin<>ton, 

u     a  .. 

E/ra  lJemin<;ton, 

Charles  M.  Whittemore, 

Henry  LY'pin, 

-  11, 

Walter  A.  Learned, 

u    y  i;)ti, 

Arthur  L.  Walker, 

11, 

IJeoro-e  L.  Bracket, 

21st 

John  W.  Crosby, 

*• 

Oirtis  IL  l)od<;-e, 

I.                     .t  u 

Henry  8.  Kd*;erton, 

u  u 

AVilliam  H.  Maeomber, 

I.       U          U     ^                             i.  i. 

l'\'rdinand  Ko^ers, 

u     u  u 

Bansom  W.  Towne, 

G,  22iid 

James  Brigham, 

Jerome  I).  Childs, 

John  B.  Cooper, 

t,         u  u 

Edmund  >Mason, 

U        .w        U              i.  u 

Henry  G.  Miller, 

U 

John  F.  jNIoore, 

u            a  I. 

John  Xewton, 

U       U  .1 

Ama.^a  riietteplace, 

u     a     a                        ki.  >.. 

Isaac  G.  lMimi)ton, 

It  u 

Nathan  L.  Stone, 

u     u     u         a  u 

Jellerson  Wei!in«;ton, 

I )avid  Wilson, 

u 

Alvin  B.  Woodward, 

Simeon  Yonn<^, 

U      t;                  U  .ii 

Iliraju  H.  Bansom, 

K,  23d 

John  Burns, 

^-    C,  25111 

All  red  Carpenter, 

William  J.  Stone, 

Bobert  Vonm;', 

J.  Aithur  -lohnson. 

u    C,  oTtli 

I 
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JainoK  King, 
'J'hoinas  O'llara, 
Waldo  J.  Allen, 
Georg-e  A.  Blood, 
Michael  Cleary, 
Asa  F.  Crosby, 
James  Hurst, 
William  King, 
Darius  Moon, 
James  Moon, 
Kiehai-d  Sharruek, 
James  Shopard, 
Patrick  Gavin, 
Jolm  Hilton, 
William  W.  Lombard, 
John  Martin, 
Simeon  G.  N(nvton, 
Stephen  F.  Andrews, 
Francis  A.  Cooper, 
Albert  II.  Edgerton, 
diaries  T.  Fowler, 
Mark  Heathcote, 
William  Heathcote, 
James  Xolan, 
Theodore  Snell, 
John  Stone, 
Albert  L.  Sykes, 
Levins  R.  Wight, 
George  >V right, 
George  P.  Ladd, 
William  P.  Plimpton, 
Salem  T.  Adams, 
Henry  H.  Lincoln, 
Mei-rick  L.  Streeter, 
Albert  Back, 
Levi  B.  Chase, 
John  Cobley, 
Frank  11.  Gleason, 
John  P.  Ilaynes, 
Henry  E.  Hitchcock, 
Everett  C.  Hooker, 


Co.  D,  28th  Eegt.  Mass.  Infantry 


is. 

31st 

44 

44 

a 

A,  31th 

44 

41 

44 

4.  .4 

44 

44 

.4 

j_  ^ 

4  4  44 

44 

44 

.4 

4.  44 

44 

.4 

ii. 

4  4        4  4 

44 

44 

44 

ii 

.4  44 
4,  4» 

4. 

44 

44 
44 

44 

U 

ii 

4  4        4  4 

<^ 

<^ 

4«  44 

44 

4  4  44 

44 

44 

44 

^< 

44 

<^ 

44  '44 

44 

44  44 

" 

44  44 

44 

44 

44 

4  4       4  4 

44 

A,  40th 

44 

4i 

44  44 

*t 

44 

44 

G,  42d 

44       4  4 

44 

4  4 

^^ 

44  U 

44 

44 

41 

4  4        4  4 

44 

44 

44 

4i  44 

.4 

44 

v4 

41 

.4,  44 

i' 

44 

44 

44 

44 

41 

44 

44 

44 

U  44 

44 

44 

44 

44  44 

44 

u 

44 

*4 

E,  45th 

44 

44 

44 

A, 

44 

44 

44 

44 

B,  51st 

44 

44 

44 

4i 

44  44 

44 

u 

44 

44 

E,  - 

44 

44 
4  4 

44 

F,  - 

44  kb 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44  «4 

.4 

44 

Lothro])  f..  Hookor,  Co.       i)l>\  llc<;t.  .Mass.  In 

William  II.  Hooker,  u    u  u 

Ethvaid  E.  Jayiics,  '••  ^• 

John  F.  Kebler, 

Andrew  J.  Lee,  ^"         ^'  " 

Fi-anklin  1*.  Lombard, 
William  D.  Marsh, 

Albert  ]\loon,  ^'  ^- 

Harlan  L.  Pepper, 
Levi  W.  Itiehards, 

Henry  XL  .Scarborough,  "  '■^ 

Chester  Searboroujj,h,  u    u    u      u  u 

Melviu  Shepard, 
Josepli  S.  Spencer, 

Edwin  I  J.  Sp<'neer,  "    u    tt       u  u 

Homer  Smith,  ^' 
Ifeuben  Walker,  ^' 
Harrison  Wells;,  «^  ^- 

Henry  H.  Wells,  u    c  u 

Daniel  W.  Wi^lit,  "  ^• 

Delos  Withey, 

Andrew  II.  Uarrett,  .  ^-    K.  r)(;th  *^ 

Charle.s  H.  Brown,  \\  " 

Geo.  C.  :MeMaster,  ^•nTth 
John  S.  Chiek,  Hos[)it:d  Steward,  (KUh 

El)enezer  Sn»ith,  Co.  A,  Isi  IJe^i.  Mass.  (' 

Alphonso  F.  Childs,  ^' 
William  S.  Fuller,  c;    u     u  u 

Loren  W.  Johnson,  •'■ 
Amasa  C.  ]\Ioi'.s(\  u    u      a  u 

Farnvnn  Southwiek,  ^- 
Geor<^e  P.  Kendrick,  F,  4Lh 

Geor<^e  N.  Stone, 

James  Stone,  '•^ 
i^Ierriek  Clark,  (i, 
Addison  C.  Jackson,  Co.  F,  1st  liatt.  Mass.  Heavy  Artilleiy 

Willianj  T.  Land),  u     u    t.     t.        u        ti  u 

Samuel  A.  Shumway,  A,  2d  Keut. 

Edwin  X.  Draper,  1>,  " 

Stephen  Dunn,  '  u  u  u  t. 

James  L.  Groves,  1), 


j  ;: 

fr  '  ; 
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Fredciick  Iloliiir^, 
Allx'rt  II,  Kump, 
A(l(li>(»ii  P.-  Smitli, 
Kll.ri(l,i;c  (.i.  rerry, 
AiiLiiisiiiic  SiK'U. 
Ailluir  .M.  Huihud, 
Ai\  in  I>.  <  'liaiiiliiThiiii, 
Willimn  II.  Lt'vallcy, 
( u'oriic  Jveiiiiii^'toii. 
Saiuih'l  L.  'rhoiui»>(iii, 
Knicrsoii  1).  N'inron, 
Aliraui  I>.  .la(-'l;><)ii, 
. lames  W.  riiini>lon, 
Elias  M.  (;iir..i(L  .Ir., 
W'illiaDi  Aiii'-ilcii, 
Cliarh'^  W.  Smitli, 

All  interest iiii;'  evciil  oecuni'd  at  the  annual  election  in  Novemlier, 
18G4,  of  wliicli  the  town  caused  tlie  follow  inii"  record  to  he  made: 

''Whereas,  our  very  venei'a])le  and  highly  respectetl  fellow  citizen, 
I  )ea(,'oii  John  lMiillii»<,  wh(j  is  this  day  o]ie  hundred  and  f'>ui'  \  ears, 
four  iiKuiths  and  nine  days  old,  aiul  who  still  reiains  his  mental  and 
physical  facult ies  in  a  high  de,:^"ree,  and,  ^\hereas,  he  has  traveled 
some  two  miles  to  attentl  this  town  meetini;'  and  has  de])osited  his 
hallot  for  Pi'csidential  .Electors  and  Slate  Olllcers.  Therelore,  JJe- 
sol\-ed:  That  this  he  entered  on  the  records  of  th<.'  town,  as  a  lasting 
memorial  of  his  undying  patriotism  and  devotion  to  his  country,  and 
as  an  incident  i)erhaps  uni)aralhded  in  th<'  annals  of  our  govt'i-innent 

I^evi  H.  Chase,  in  his  sketch  of  Sturhridge  in  the  Ilistoi-y  of  Wor- 
cester C(>unly,  refers  to  the  event  as  follows:  '"On  the  occasion  of 
choosing  rresidenlial  Electors  and  State  Ollicers  Xovcmher  Stii,  lS(i4, 
there  came  into  the  t(nvn  hall  Deacon  John  Phillips  who  was  then 
OIK!  hundred  and  four  years,  foui-  months  and  nine  days  old.  lie  had 
heen  a  >(.)hlier  in  the  Revolutionaiy  war,  had  sei'ved  three  terms  as 
Uepreseutative  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  had  fre(piently  held 
other  ollice  in  town  allairs.  He  was  a  man  of  large  trame,  and  a  long, 
strong  and  inttdligent  physiognomy.  A  t icket  of  eat-h  of  the  great 
pai'ties  of  that  time  was  held  in  front  (»f  him.  and  In-  was  a-ki'd  to 
designate  which  he  would  dei)osit  in  the  halhtt  box.  lie  said  in  a. 
voice  audible  thi'oughout  the  hall,  T  wi>h  to  vote  for  Abraham  J.in- 
c<dn.'    Aftei-  that  he  re(]ue^ted  that  all  the  soldiers  who  hail  been  in 


Co.  IJ,  -id  Pegt.  ^lass.  Heavy  Artdlery 


11th  Batt.  r.  S.  Heavy  Artillery 
1-Jth  Wis.  Light  Anillery 
:U\  Latt.  Mass.  Piiles 
Vet.  lies.  ( 'orjjs 
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the  service  who  wci-c  pi-c'.-ciif  Rlioiild  place  t li('iii<('lv^cs  in  a  vow  in 
front  of  liim  and  tliat  each  man  he  inl  i  « nhiccd.  'J'1mi>  cniiii  aile>  <>t 
two  great  wars  met  and  shook  hands."' 

A  letter  addressed  ;is  folhjws,  evident  1  y  wi  il  ten  by  a  soldier  de>til  nt  e 
of  a  stamp,  was  received  at  tlie  I'Mskdale  po-i  otlicc: 
'•Soldiers  Lettei- 
Shove  it  thronuli 
Not  a  Stamp 
8  months  due 
So  P.  M.  Please  let  it  pass 
^^'illiam  ('unnnini;s 
Fiskdale,  .^hiss." 
On  the  end  of  the  envelope  some  post  master  made  tiie  followini^ 
addition : 

"Soldiers  Letter 
Lettei-  went." 

The  number  of  men  wlio  went  into  the  army  from  Sturbridue  lias 
never  been  definitely  determined.  Adjutant  (  ieneral  Sehouler  makes 
the  numljer  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  ('2'.irt),  but  in  addition  to  tbi< 
numlx'r,  Sturbridge  fiu-nished  ten  men  to  the  navy,  and  at  the  cbxe 
of  the  war,  had  a  surplus  of  seven  men  to  liei'  credit.  <  >t  tlie  one 
liundred  and  lifty-nine  men  (15!>)  known  to  have  servetl  from  Stur- 
bi"idL;"e,  sixteen  were  killed  in  action  or  moi'tally  \\ounded,  nine 
died  from  disease  and  four  ^^'e!•e  starNcd  to  death  at  Anders(»n\ ilie. 
makiiie;  one  in  live  and  one-halt  wlio  ,i;'ave  their  lives  to  their  count  ly. 
'J'he  innnber  of  wounded  I  have  l)een  unal)le  to  ascertain.  'I'lien 
must  have  been  many.  These  ti<^ures  show  tliat  they  did  their  tidl 
duty  on  the  lirin;^  line. 

Sturbrid<!,'e  soldiers  were  in  nearly  all  of  the  battie-s  of  the  east. 
'I'hey  were  with  lianks,  ]Iunter  and  Sheridan  in  the  Slieiiandoali 
N'alley;  with  McClellan  at  Yorktown,  the  Teninsular  and  Antietam  ; 
with  Jiurnside  in  North  Carolina  and  at  Fredericksburg:  with  I  looker 
Jit  Chaneellorsville  and  Lookout  jMountain ;  with  Meade  at  (iettys- 
hurg,  Bristoe  Station,  and  Mine  iJun;  with  (irani  at  'J'lie  \Vildernes<, 
Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  liichmond  and  Appomatt ox. 
They  fell  at  Newburne,  Uaines  iMill,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam. 
Fredericksburg,  The  Wilderness,  Spott-yl v.mia,  Laund  Hill,  Cold 
Harbor,  W  inchester,  and  at  Petershurg;  aiul  wlien  tlicNNai'  was  oNcr, 
tliey  participated  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington  in  1805,  returned 
to  their  homes,  resinned  their  ^v^>rk  and  made  peaceful  and  jjatriotic 
citizens. 


at)  V. 
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Oil  Ani^iist  2r;rli,  18S4,  Post  No.  173  of  tlic  Massaclnisct t s  Dcjjait- 
iiK'Ut  ol  the  ( ii'and  Aniiy  <^t' the  K<'i>ul(lir  was  Innncd  witli  ihiity- 
>('V('ii  t'liaiter  luciulxTs,  and  later  tin"  nUinhcr  iiK'i('a>('(l  to  iifai  ly 
>ixty  iiicludinti'  ni('inl)ei's  Jidiu  liriinlidd  ainl  lldllaiid.  At  tlu'  j)rr<- 
i'ut  tiiiic  (1!)()()),  the  iiuinhci-  is  reduced  to  tli'u'l y-t  wo.  This  I'o^i 
took  the  name  of  .1.  Arthui- Jolmson,  a  soldier  troiu  Si urljridi^'e  \\  ho 
^va.s  nioi'tally  wounded  at  Si)ottsy  1  vania .  On  May  2sth,  iS'.iO,  an 
Auxiliary  or^'aiii/at ion  know  n  as  .1.  Arl  hur  .lohnson  ( 'or])s,  Xo.  i;50, 
\\'.  h\  ( was  fdrined.  It  has  rendered  valual)le  assi-^tanee  to  llie 
Post  and  is  highly  ajjpreciated  b}-  tlie  nieinbers.  In  11)05,  a  ("an)j»  of 
the  Sons  of  Veterans  was  foi'niec]  in  town,  with  thirty  (»r  more  eliai-- 
ter  members.  'I'liese  young  men  wit!  be  aide  to  (.-arry  on  the  pat  rii-i ic 
work  of  their  fathers,  wlien  the  Po>t  membei'S  shall  have  eneanijietl 
on  the  otlun-  sliore. 


Quinabaug  Historical  Society  Leaflets 


Volume  2. 


No.  1 . 


from  Its  Sources  to  East  Brimfield/ 


h\  1!ai:kv  K.  I'>.\ck. 


IvKAD  BkI'OKK  the  lIlSTUKlCAL  SoflKTV,  X(»V.  l'.)0;{. 


« 


PAR  T 


I  have  been  r(M]U('stc(l  t<t  prcpnrc an  lii<t(M  i<-;il  sl^ctcli  ol'ilic  (^Juiiicliaui:' 
rivt*r  from  it^^  source  to  l-]a>l  liiiiiilichl.  IJiit  w  licrc  i>  ii<  ^dincc'.-'  I 
ii<l;<'(l  a  Sturl)i-i(li!:c  IVit'iid  aiul  lie  replied  llint  it  is  in  Leiidiiiiiie  in 
w  ('>tei-n  Sturl»ri(l;;-e.  1  insjuired  of  ;in  old  nei^lilMir  al  Ma-liapau,u-  and 
was  informed  tliat  it  is  in  Masli.-ipanii-  lake,  with  wliieli  I  aceoi'd.  1 
sou<;-lit  a  resident  of  Tnion.  \\1m>  li\ed  f;irllier  ^onlli  ilian  .Ma>liaitaiiu-. 
and  he  asseiled  tiial  it  is  at  the  foot  of  Stickney  liiM.  A  not  lier  ic^ident 
of  Union,  \vho«;e  home  was  in  the  western  part  «d  the  town,  a\erred 
that  it  was  in  N(».  (I  (Ustriet .  lUit  even  that  sc-ho<d  di>triet  is  divided 
in  its  opinion,  foi- the  re-ident  -  of  tlie  Ihi^hce  neiuhlxu  hood  deelare 
that  in  their  s\vami)s  ;ind  meadows  i-i>e-  the  (^)nineitani:,' :  while  those  in 
tlie  town  nei,i;-hi>(n'hood  aver  that  it  starts  ;it  the,  foot  of  ihirley  liill. 
And  so  in  I'nion  thei'e  is  no  sett  led  opinion  a>  to  tlie  source  ol  the 
(,)uinehauii;'.  in  ll(dland,  the  eon\ielion  seems  a!mo>t  unanimou-  that 
tlie  i-isin;;  {)oint  is  with  the  How  Ictt  ltr<iok.  or  the  Sicwens  hrook.  as  it 
fornu'i'ly  w  a>  called,  'i'his  si  ream  largely  drain- 1  he  mar-hes  (d  w c.-tern 
Holland  and  is  lormed  h\-  the  Ihitterw orth  and  M<»rey  ia\iilcts.  IJiim- 
tield.  too,  i>  persistent  in  her  clainr-  that  on  her  noithei-n  iioider.  away 
noi'th  of  Utile  Ih'st,  on  the  vei-y  Warren  line,  is  the  conmiencemeiil  ot 
this  river.    Many  ^•('((^•rai)hies  accoi-d  with  that  idea.    A  few  in  Ihim- 


*The  Writer  prepared  this  paper  durinj^  a  very  busy  period.  Therefore  lie 
was  unable  to  consult  public  land  records  and  make  the  sketch"  as  authori- 
tative and  accurate  as  he  would  have  liked.  The  statement.-,  herein  are  in  a 
small  part  based  upon  personal  kno\vledi,'-e  and  for  the  most  part  upon  tra- 
dititjn  and  heiir.-5ay. 
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iiiaiiitaiii  lli^il  the  (^uiii('liaiii;;'s  souitc  is  in  tlic  wotci  ly  |»:n  r  of  tlu  • 
{ow  n  where  luiiiiile  the  waters  of  Hollow  hrook.  which  ri-c-  in  Wales 
under  and  south  of  Mount  Pisi2,ah,  of  (  harle-  hr(»ok.  of  Mountain  hrook, 
that  si)rini;"s  from  t he  foot  <d' Steeraii'e  niouni ain.  and  of  \Ve-i  lirook,. 
that  eonies  down  just  east  of  and  parallel  with  Mountain  hrool^.  One- 
more  town  (h'Uiands  reeo;;-nit ion  as  a  eoiUestaiit  for  tins  honor,  and 
that  is  Wales,  ^vithits  \>'aleshrook  rising;  from  a  pond  of  i  he  >ame  name, 
whieh  is  fetl  l>y  numerous  little  streams  from  otl'  surroundiiii;-  hills. 
^\'arren  and  StatVord  mii;ht  make  claims,  hut  they  are  inditfeieiit .  A 
little  water  from  Warren  tin  Is  its  way  into  Se<vi,,ns  hrook.  And  P.ulter- 
worth  hrook,  which  heli)s  to  form  llowlet.t  luook.  can  he  t  I'aced  i  hrou^h 
a  corner  of  Wales  into  >Staltoi-d.  Wh<-re.  then,  it  \\  illhea>ked,  is  the 
source  of  the  (i^uinehaui;';'  .Sui'li  is  the  (pieslion  which  !)}'  a  >ort  of 
allii'mative  pre«;'nant  you  ha\'e  asked  me  to  s(dvc.  I  ha\'e  n(M  attempted 
the  solufion.  I  lea\('lhal  toothers.  Toi*  jealous  am  I  «d  cherished 
friendshii)s  in  Sturhridi:;e,  rnicm,  lltdland.  Brim  lie  Id  and  Wales  to  ven- 
lui'e  a  decision  hetweeii  these  oa-cups  of  claimants,  all  hut  one  »»f  which 
must  neetls  he  tlisai<pointed.  'riien,  t(»o,  1  sir-jxH't  that  my  decision 
w<uil(l  iu)t  he  accei)t(nl  as  linal,  c(mclusi\-e  and  hindiuL:,  upon  all  parties, 
and  that  the  cont  I'oN'ersy  would  ;;-o  on  not  wit  h-landiuL:;.  I'nie-s  I  can 
he  the  court  of  last  resort,  I  decline  to  |)ass  judi;-ment .  So.  t  his  eveninii', 
I  shall  tell  you  scvmethin;^'  of  the  story  of  all  these  slreanr<  w  hii'h  send 
waters  down  to  lOast  Urimtield — these  headwalei-s  (d  the  (^)uineliauii  — 
and  in  so  doiiii;-,  1  certainly  shall  ha\e  i;i\cn  you  the  hi>t(My  (d  tlii' 
C^uinehau^"  rl\<,'r  from  its  source  to  Ka>t  Hrindield. 

'I'his  territ()ry,  then,  whence  spi-in^-  t  he  headw  at<'rs  of  the  (^)uinel)aui;', 
is  c(»mprised  in  the  live  tow  ns  (d' Sturhi-id;:,e,  I  nioii.  Holland,  iirimtudd 
anil  Wales— a  lei'ritor\'  ahout  thiileen  miles  loni;-.  north  and  south,  and 
se\en  miles  wide,  east  and  west.  Its  area  i-ompi-ix's  ah<»at  lU  sipiare 
miles.  'I'his  counti-y,  Indore  its  sell  lenient  h_\  tln'  whites  hetwcen  1700 
and  1710,  was  included  in  N ipnel -— I'he  fresh  water  count  ry"— the  in- 
land reii-ion  hetwcen  the  Atlantic  coa>>t  and  the  Connecticut  liver.  Its 
inhahitants  wei'<'  known  i'(dlectively  as  Nipnuicks,  oi  Xipnet< — ••L'oiid 
(tr  fresh-water  Indians" — in  disiinction  from  ri\'er  and  shore  Indians. 
'I'heir  haunts  were  altouf  the  lakes  and  sticams  <>[  this  section.  Tliey 
fished  and  hathed  in  these  \\  aters,  hiinteil  upon  t  he  land  hel  w  ecu,  and 
raised  their  corn  and  heans  up(m  the  leiiile  low  lands  horderin^-  the 
lakes  and  hrooks.  Of  the  Indians  we  know  little.  Like  other-  (d  theii' 
race,  they  had  litt  le  s[)ii-it  (U- di>tinctive  character.  Their  numhci  s  wci-e 
pr(»hahly  small.  A  few  families  would  ociaipy  laNored  loc-alities, 
while  lari;-e  secti<ui<  were  lid't   vacant   and  desolate.    Their  dwelliniis 
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Avci'c  poor,  tlii'ir  AVi'npons  ;iih1  utensils  i-iulc  in  u  (»r];iii;iii-]ii|)  .iiid  few 
nil  iiuiiiltcr.*  I  have  picked  up  arrow  heads  mysclt'.  upon  Leadiuine 
i)r(M)k,  ill  Sturhridi^e,  upon  the  iiutwin^s  ahout  Mashapau;;'  lal^e  in 
riiiuii,  oil  th<'  fertile  flats  ahout  tlie  old  natural  Ihdlaiid  pond,  and  1 
once  du«i;  up,  while  spading  for  hait,  a  peek  ov  UMU-e  <d'  slate  >pear 
heads  in  tlie  eenlei-  liriinliidd,  within  :{(»()  yard<  of  the  hotel,  all  of 
whieh  are  now  in  the  Iliteheoi-k  Free  Academy  lihrai-y  and  nuisenni.  at 
Jeast  we  hoys  presented  them  thercv  I  also  iiave  in  my  |)osse--i(»n  a 
jtart  of  a  stone  pestle  picked  up  near  Leadnnne  pond  in  Sturld  iduc 

ri)oii  land  <d'  my  father  in  southern  Si  U!-l»i-idi;e,  holiow<Ml  out  of  a 
led^'e  not  over  100  yards  fi-onj  Leadmine  hr(H»k,  is  a-  nntrtar  in  w  hich 
i  he  s(juaw  jiounded  the  red  man"s  corn.  1  liave  heeii  told  (d  Indian 
;irrow  heads  Jiat  were  pii-ked  up  npon  the  lands  ahout  the  i»re>ent 
Wales  p(»iid.  All  this  is  unmistakal)le  pr«»of  that  the  dusky  race  (»nce 
])osse.ss(Ml  (his  territory.  Here  they  wove  mats  and  hask<'ts.  Here 
their  lives  were  spent  in  lmntiii;j:,  lishinj^,  idlin;^;  and  S(|ua!)l)lini:;,  uniil 
the  whites  drove  them  awa\-.  Miu-h  ot  the  land  in  this  section  was 
houi;-ht  directly  (d' tln'  Indians  hy  the  earl}'  -etllers,  as  was  the  faiiii 
of  my  ancest(U-s  in  soulhei  n  lltdland. 

Wiieii  this  rei:;ion  was  lirsi  settled  hy  the  white  man,  the  f<»i-ests 
Jihout  th«^>^e  waters  covereil  even  a  laru'er  p(U'lion  (tf  its  sui'face  than  to- 
<lay.  They  were  the  tali,  stately  first  growth  wliose  "-vei-y  lips  termed 
fo  touch  heaven.*'  Those  oi  us  wl)o  sa^v  t he  few  first  growth  tim!»er 
Jots  remainiiiij  here  durin;;-  our  early  days,  hut  now  all  doli'oyed.  can, 
])erhaps,  ima,i;ine  somethin;;'  of  the  ;:;rand<'ur  and  -uhlinuly  of  the  woods 
wliicii  our  pr<'dccess(u-s  found  ahout  these  sources  of  the  (^)uinel»aui;- 
200  years  a^o.  The  (deared.  lands  left  hy  the  Indians  did  ik.I  emluace 
as  luany  acres  as  l(tday,  althouuh  cncu  now  the  acicai^e  in  fcuests  is 
more  than  twio<' that  (d' the  open  lands.  The  tilled  and  pastured  lands, 
with  tlu'ir  miles  (d' st(tne  wall  alouu;  these  streams  and  alxuit  tlie-e 
lakes,  are  a  iMoiiumeiit  to  the  persistency,  the  industry,  the  st  reiii;-|  li 
;\nd  file  t iridessiiess  of  the  men  who  lia\<'  dw(d!  hc-ide  th<'-e  wateis. 

In  speakiiin"  of  eacdi  St  ream  sfparatidy,  perhaps  1  c.-m  luu  dohciter 
than  to  treat  tliem  in  the  (u-der  which  I  adopted  in  .u'oin^-  oxer  he 
various  idaims  re^ardiiiL;'  the  source.  I'irsi,  iIk'U,  i-ouies  LiMduiinc 
hrook,  which  i-iscs  in  Leadmine  pond  and  flows  into  the  mill  pond  at 
jMashapauii'.  'i'his  sot-iety  has  heaid  a  inosi  inlercsi  iui:,'  hi-ioi-y  in  con- 
nection with  this  lake  in  the  papi'r  hy  Pi-of.  llayiies  upon  the  lead  nunc 
which  is  on  its  ver}'  sIku-c.    This  sheel  of  watei' is  nearly  thi('e-(|uai-|ers 


*See  Page  1,  Vol.  I,  History  of  Windham  County  by  Miss  Ellen  D.  Larned. 
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of  .1  mile  ]on<^  and  oiuMjiiartei-  ofa  mile  in  width.  II  is  SIO  Icct  altmc 
sea  level.  Leadmine  l)r()()k,  in  i-uiinini;'  I'rom  it  to  its  eondih'uee  wiih 
the  C^uinehaui;"  in  Mashapaui;",  eovcrs  a  (li>lanrc  ol  three  miles  and 
falls  110  IVet.  It  nevei-  turned  !)iit  one  mill,  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 
'I'hat  was  about  one-half  n)il(;  helow  the  Lt-admine  [)oiid.  It  was  o\\  n<'d 
by  one  Xoah  Ihitterworlli  (see  Xo.  1  upon  map),  lie  lived  on  what 
was  later  llie  Converse  plaee  and  had  a  lilaek.-mith  shop  in  ih<'  early 
days  ()f  the  last  eentnry.  'i'o  aid  him  in  that  work,  ahoiit  ISI,").  he 
dannned  the  stream,  [)iit  in  a  water-wheel  and  eon^tiueted  a  tripdiam- 
mer  and  run  it  hy  the  power.  With  it  he  pounded  out  axes.  !iea\y 
holts,  spikes,  hammers,  nails,  liorse  and  ox  shoes,  and.  doul it  lex,  many 
another  utensil  of  ii-on.  To  furnish  powei'  in  diy  times,  he  l»uilt  a  dam 
above  at  the  vei'y  outlet  of  Leadmine  pond  and  stored  water  in  the 
natural  lake  to  be  let  down  durin;.;'  di-ou^ht.  Later,  the  mill  owners  at 
Ma.>hai)aui;' stored  the  Leadmine  water  in  the  same  wa}'  until  about 
IS'jO,  ^vhen  the  (^>uini'bauii;  IJest-rvoir  ('oui|)an\'  (  lan^ely  eontrtdied  by 
the  Hamilton  Woolen  Company  (d'  Soiii hliridi^e)  l»ou-^ht  the  riuhi<. 
l)ut  ill  a  hi;;-|ier  an<l  belter  da)u,  .and  ir<etl  the  le-ervoir  a<  a  part  of  its 
slora<;"e  system  U>v  nearly  .'50  yeai  s.  It  was  abandone(l  about  If)  year> 
a^'o  beeause  too  small  to  be  (d'  praelieal  value  sinee  its  waters  had  !(► 
be  run  down  a  tortuous  iMturse  lor  'JO  miles  or  more  to  Sou! hbri(l;^('. 

A  brook,  too  small  to  be  claimed  as  the  souree  (d'  (^)uinebau;;-  rixcr. 
althou_i;-li  eontributini;- to  tlie  water  that  Hows  to  Last.  Ih  lmtield,  is 
Bad^-er  broolc.  It  is  about  one  miU'  in  length,  ri>inii;  in  southern  Stiii- 
hriil^-e  and  llowiui;-  into  northern  Union  and  emptyini;'  into  Ma-^hapaii^- 
lake.  It  (Uiee  furnished  [)ower  for  a  milk  In  IS  I'.).  Licenioiu  Lill\- 
built  a  dam  about  loDO  feet  a)»ove  its  mouih  and  establi>he<l  a  sbini:le 
mill  tliere  (>ee  No.  2  upon  map).  Lyman  Moore  tells  me  that 
when  a  boy.  he  drove  oxen  in  earliiii;-  dirt  f(M-  the  dam.  Mr.  Lilly 
never  wasable  to  stop  fbe  leak;ii;-e  of  water  about  this  dam,  and  after  a 
few  years  tlie  mill  was  ;;-i\-en  up  and  tlie  shini;le  maehinery  put  into 
the  sawmill  at  Ma-hajiauij,'. 

Mashapau*;'  lake,  the  bod}'  of  water  whirli  I  personally  consider  to  l)e 
the  true  souree  of  tlie  (^uinebauii;  river,  lie>  in  tlie  very  northerly  part 
of  the  town  of  Union.  It  is  one  and  tliree-lnurt  lis  nnles  luii^-  and  at 
one  plaee  about  livcM'iiihths  of  a  mile  w  ide.  It  lies  700  f( ct  aluiut  -i-a 
level.  It  is  tlie  lar^-est  natural  (n- artiticiid  l)(id}  of  w  ater  ab(»\('  Ka-l 
Brimlield.  About  IS  feet  ai-e  tlow cd  ab(»\-e  the  le\e|  of  tlie  old  lake, 
but  this  does  not  materially  increase  the  land  covered  by  its  waters  on 
the  east  >ide,  so  st«'ep  are  it s  shores  t here.  At  t  he  noi  l  h  end  a iid  westerly 
side,  however,  the  water  covers  al)out  7")  acres  nioie  than  did  the 
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i);\tiii-:il  lake.  Water  tlr>t  lloNN  t'd  upon  tlii-  lal^c  w  licii  ( 'a))! .  1  )aiii('l 
Bad*;-*'!-  I>uilt  liis  saw  iiiill  al  Ma-lia])aiiu-  jn  ioi-  to  1710.  lie  llowcd  it 
:il)out  three  feet.  'J'lie  (^luiiiebauu'  IJeser\-oir  ("oiniiauy  l>uilt  dam-  at 
tlie  very  outlet  to  llow  it  still  hiirliei'  or  about  ein-jit  IVet,  in  is')").  The 
<.'oniJ)any  raised  its  (hnus  in  ISO')  so  as  to  (low  i;{  feet  uj)on  the  lake. 
It  then  took  tln-e<-  dams  to  kee])  the  water.  l.;itei-.  iu  ls<)!i.  the  same 
eompany  a^ain  raised  its  dams  so  as  to  llow  Is  teet  ahove  the  mitural 
level.  'J'his  makes  it  thii  hn\ij;('st  reservoir  ( hy  neai-ly  douhle)  that  the 
company  has.  There  are  two  ii;roves  on  the  shoi-es  of  this  lake.  One 
uas  for  a  lon^- time  ( L^(i()-lSt)i))  owned  and  eonduete(i  l>y  MajorSmitli. 
The  other  is  Mayland  I'aik,  \\hieh  for  1.")  years  has  heeii  an  attraetixc 
and  well-appoint(Ml  re-ort  under  the  iuanai;'emejit  of  Aharado  Ilo\vard 
of  Stallord  Springs.  When  the  (^)uinehaui,^  K'e>ervoir  ('om|)any  rai-e(l 
its  dams  ui)on  thi<  lake  the  la-t  time  in  Is'.i!*,  in  older  to  lill  il.it  t urned 
till'  (  leveland  ri\iilet  from  the  Ma-hapaut;-  mill  ]»«uid  into  the  lake  as 
\\ill  he  told  in  the  sketeh  of  that  stream. 

This  Cleveland  hrook  I'ises  u])  amonu'  the  Stiekney  hills  at)oul  llOO 
leet  aho\  ('  sea  le\  eK  (lows  af)out  three  mih's  in  a  .nort  heasi ei  l \'  dii-eetion, 
fa  I  lim;- about -100  feet  in  that  (li^tanee,  and  now  eui])tie- into  Mashai)aui;- 
lak<'.  Formerly  and  natural!)-  it  (lowed  into  (he  Mashapauii- uiill  pond. 
Hut  in  order  to  fill  the  inerea<ed  siorauc  iu  the  Ma-haiiaui:'  lake  i-(  -crN  oir, 
in  ISO'.),  the  (^)uinebau,i;-  Keservoir  ( '(tuii)any  ditehe(l  aero<s  to  the  lake 
from  thi-  si  ream,  at  the  (  kwcland  plare.  and  tuiaied  it .  \\  ithout  doubt. 
ai;es  a^'o.  the  streaui  -o  i-an,  f(U'  there  w  .is  a  v  alley  froui  it <  banks  ri^Iit 
down  to  the  lake.  Aeenlur}  ai;(»,  direrl  ly  >outh  id  ( ieor^<' \\  ;d laee's 
!»reseiil  r<'sidenee,  there  wa>  a  saw  null  upim  this  stream  (see  No.  ;{  <»n 
ma])  ).  It  was  an  old-fasln(Uied  mill  with  an  '■•up-;ind-d<»w  if  sa.w  .  A 
Mr.  Luiumis  built  and  o\\iied  ir.  Only  mounds  now  mark  the  site  of 
(he  dam.  About  three-(|uarters  of  a  mile  below,  ^\■hel■e  l']dwiii  Wal!ae<' 
recently  lived. and  where  Frederick  J.  Aldrich  now  dw(dls,  the  I*aul>, 
IJoltert  and  Samneh  built  a  mill  ai)out  (Uic  hiiudicd  yeai's  a^o  (see  \o, 
I  on  maj)).  ElbridLCe  ( 'ass  rebuilt  it  in  IS  10  and  it  was  kej»t  in  the  Ix'st 
of  i-epair  until  iMlwin  \\'allace  mo\ed  away  fnuu  the  ]ilace  about  1.") 
years  ai^o.  'I'here  was  a  ^^rist  mil  I  here  at  one  lime.  There  is  a  mill 
]i<uid  full  20  feet  head  and  ;i  reser\oir  just  aboNc  the  mill  ]iond. 

The  owners  (d'  this  mill  have  been  lJoi»erl  and  Samuel  i'auk  ]•;; I bridii'e 
Cass,  (;eori;-<-  Baker,  Horace  C(dburn,  Newton  \\'allace  and  Ivlwin 
Wallace.  The  buildin;;'  and  dams  still  stand  Inn  most  of  1  he  machinery 
has  been  moved  aw  ay.  Nearly  a  mile  further  dow  n  this  stream  are  the 
Cleveland  mills,  so  called  (se<'  N'o.  ."i  (Ui  map).  'J'he  liist  uiill  here  was 
eonstnmti'd  Ity  I'.aine  and  Sessions  about  iSi.").    Solomon  Ckwelaiid  ri;- 
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()inlt  it  :i()()(it  1850.  He  put  in  ;i  'iO-luol  overshot  wficcl,  'Mip-niKf- 
dow  ii""  saw  and  a  slilii;;i<'  and  latli  mill.  Tlic  "up-and-do\\  ii"  saw  \\a- 
later  re])lac<'d  Ity  an  up-to-date  circular  sawmill,  dust  ahosc  the  saw- 
mill, ahout  ISSO,  Keed  Cleveland,  son  ol'  Sohnnon,  hinll  a  cider  hrand\' 
still  and  made  an  addition  to  liis  sawnnll  toi-  a  [lowcr  cider  mill  w  liich 
was  run  hy  watei-  and  turned  out  the  ci(ie)'  in  ;;ieat  ipiaiUitio  tor  the 
still.  Many  ol'  us  know  the  havoc  that  was  \\r<»uirht  l)y  thi>  lalei- 
husiness.  Fir<'  leveled  these  l)uildini;-s  in  ISIM)  and  today  the  ('le\cland 
mills  are  hut  a  nieuKtry. 

rpoii  the  (^)ninehau<i,'  I'iNcr  het  ween  Ma<hapau;j,"  lake  and  Holland  dam 
there  never  have  heeii  an\'  mills  except  at  Ma>hapauii'.  (  aptain  l)aniel 
liadiicr  started  the  tii-.-t  null  upon  this  pii\ilei:e  helore  1710  (see  Xo.  ('► 
on  map).  This  is  |»ro'l)ahly  the  oldest  mill  site  ahove  Kast  Hrindield. 
lie  U'i'i  the  property  to  his  s(H1,  Lieut,  deremiah  liad^'er.*  Whendere- 
niiah  Uad,i;'er  died,  liis  soirs,  Ahnei' and  William,  sold  tlieir  interot  in 
the.se  mills  to  Ashe!-  Had^er.  A>lier  arran<i-ed  with  the  re>t  (d  hi- 
lirothers  tliat  he  sltould  ha\('  tlie  two  north  pii\ileo-(.s  and  the  icmain- 
in;4'  heirs  took  the  iwu  soutli  privileges.  'Id icy  sold  t lie  s(»ui h  pri\  ile^ics 
in  1S41  to  lvol»ert  Lawsoiu  Paul  I.awson  and  I'liilip  Coi  hin.  They  had 
a  sawmill  and  a  ,ii'ri>tnull  thei'c.  I'he  h;i w  son- and  Corhin  sold  theii- 
two  south  pri\ ilexes  to  Moses  Plimpton  and  Law  yei-  Linus  (  liilds  ot 
}Soulhhridt;'e.  Ashei-  Badi;'er  sold  the  tw(»  north  i)ri vrle;;-es  to  the('om- 
stocks  and  tliey  sold  also  to  Plimpt(Hi  and  rhild>,  so  that  all  the  null 
sites  were  a*;'ain,  at  al)out  1S4(>,  undei-  on<'  contr(d,  after  (Hk-  hundred 
years  <d' use.  IMimpton  and  Childs  sold  this  entire  properl\'  to  the 
(.^uinel)au^'  Peservoir  Company.  The  Jlescrs-oir  ('(Hupany  s(dd  ihe 
lands  and  null  rights  to  dosiali  Leland  in  ISI.'k  hut  re-er\«'d  riii,ht>  to 
store  and  draw  water,  whicii  it  ever  since  ha-^  ke[»t.  Here  Mi-.  Leland 
made  axe  handles,  spokesand  lasts,  lie  hd't  the  property  to  his  sons  and 
they  I'ontimied  t lie  husines- of  lh<'ir  lathei-  and  added  tiie  manulaclure 
of  matclies.  Finally  the  sons  divided  th*-  propei-t  w  l)<'\ter  taking;-  the 
two  south  j)rivile^'es.  .Siierman  the  extreme  north  pri\ileij,'e  and  IL  .L 
Leland  the  next  to  the  north.  Dextei-  Leland  -old  the  two  south 
privileges  to  (irosveiior  >Liy  for  Samuel  McAllister.  Mi-.  >h'AHi<ter 
sold  these  to  William  >L  Corhin  and  Peed  'I'ouitellotle.  They  after- 
wards sold  tlieni  hack  to  Mr.  McAllister  who  then  c(»n\eyed  them  to 
.\l!)er(  liack.    Mr.  l>ack  transfci-r«'d  the  property  to  Thoni.i-  Moore. 

'Lieut.  Jererniali  Had^er  was  an  ardent  patriot.  Xotwitlistandinj^  the  fact 
that  he  was  clii tofooted,  wlien  the  Ivcxing^ton  alarm  wiis  sounded  in  1775,  he 
shouldered  his  flintlock  yun  and  went  on  foot  <.)ne  hundred  miles  to  the 
defense  of  Hoston. 
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■William  M .  C(»i'l)iii  nixl  Kccd  'I'cMirtclloltc.  Lyman  Moore  artciwai-d 
])oiiulit  oin  Mr,  'rourlcllottc's  intfrc-i .  Since  then  he  lia-  ac(|nire(l  tiie 
nitei-ests  of  the  heirs  of  NVilliam  Corhiii  and  is  -ole  ow  ner,  'riii^  -oiith 
mill  is  praelieall}'  useless  today.  Sherman  Leiand  dis|)o>ed  (d  his 
noHh  jiri\ile;;-e  to  Sanmel  McAllister,  wlio  then  made  a\e  handles. 
s|)okes,  and  wooden  art i(des,  ^r(»und  hone,  and  phosjiliate.  and  c(ni- 
ducted  a  ^-ristmill.  He  sold  K.  .](dm  \\  inch  and  Xe\vton  Wallace  in 
ISSH.  Tlu'V  contiinu'd  the  Ixnie,  ]»h(»s])hate  and  ;:ii<tmill  hu^ine-s  and 
made  handles  of  all  kin(N.  hoxes,  w  indow  frames,  jiicker  slick<  and 
manufactured  lumber  j;'enei-ally.  Later.  Mr.  NN'allaee  ><dd  out  to  Mi-. 
Winch  who  still  ow  ns  the  jdace,  hut  Mr.  Winch  s<dd  the  water  privilci^e 
to  the  (^uinehau^  Itesei-voir  ( 'oni])an\'  in  iS'.i'.i.  Henry  ,L  Lelaiid  had 
the  next  t(»  the  nortli  jtrivilej^o-  and  sold  it  to  Weld  and  Clndlarin  ISIiO. 
Here  was  a  i;rist  null,  axe  handle  and  mat  t  ic-s  ma  mi  factory.  Matt  re-ses 
wei'e  made  from  jiopple  slia\inij,">.  In  ISG.'^.  IJoscius  Back  hout^ht  out 
Ml-.  Chollai- and  the  tii-m  wa<  Weld  A  I'.ai-k.  Mr.  T.ack  >old  to  >L-. 
Weld  a  few  years  later.  The  mill  was  hurned  in  lS(iS  and  never  re- 
built. Mr.  ^^'eid  s(dd  out  the  i)ri\ileLiC  t<t  the  (^Miinebauu'  lle-erv(dr 
(^"(Miipaii}'.  'l"he  north  mill  w  as  bin  ned  in  1S72.  w  hile  ow  lu'd  l)y  Mr. 
McAllister.  He  immediately  afterw  ard  luiilt  the  i»i-eseni  st  riict ii re. 
whicli  Mr.  \\'inch  \i<*w  use>  lor  a  barn. 

The  next  stream  in  order  i<  the  Wallact-  brook  which  drain-  wc<iern 
Lnion  by  several  branches.  Hows  into  Ibdlaiid  and  unites  with  the 
<,>uinebaui(  river  in  Holland  res<'r\oir.  The  lir>t  mill  was  constructed 
more  than  one  hundred  years  a^o.  by  Lbciie/er  Morris.  He  was  a 
1) rot  her  <d'  the  once  famous  ,Jud^-e  Mori  is  (d'  Sprin^tield.  Ma^<..  a  jii d  j,'e 
of  !  he  Supreme  <  oiirt  of  Massachusel  ts.  'I'his  mill  wa>  a  scythe  and 
axe  fact<u-y.  A  dam  throw  ii  across  the  stream  held  back  the  watei- 
that  i^-ave  power  for  running-  his  Irip-hammeis  which  ]»ounded  the  iron 
and  stet'l  into  \ari(«us  to<ds.  The  ends  (d'  the  old  dam  are  .-till  to  be 
seen  just  abo\-e  tin'  waters  of  Holland  resei-\  oir  (  see  No.  7  <m  m.ip).  A 
few  hundred  feet  above  tills  site  i>  the  location  of  the  ^\'allace  mill 
(see  X(».  S  on  map).  Col.  .lolin  >Li>  built  this  mill  a!)out  IS-J.").* 
I'he  tirst  mill  had  a  lloat  w  heel,  i;iistmill.  •■up-and-dow  n"  >aw.  shiiii>-le 
mill,  a  holtini;-  mill  and  lat(  r  a  circular  saw  and  a  center-vent  wooden 

*My  great  j^randfatlier,  Judah  liack,  Jr.,  lived  ujKHitlie  hill  near  to  and 
just  nurth  of  this  mill.  While  Mr.  May  was  developinii'  the  power,  Mr.  l^ack 
was  skeptical,  did  not  believe  there  was  snthcient  water  to  j^rind  corn  and 
ridiculed  the  builder.  When  the  mill  was  completed,  just  to  make  merry 
with  the  miller  and  demonstrate  the  shortcomintfs  of  the  mill,  Mr.  Hack 
sent  his  boy,  Harding  (iates  Hack,  (my  great  uncle)  down  to  tlie  mill  with  a 
peck  of  corn  to  be  ground.  He  was  greatly  surprised  when  little  Harding- 
soon  returned  with  the  meal  and  he  had  to  admit  tluit  the  mill  could  grind. 
That  was  the  hrst  grist  which  came  to  the  new  mill. 
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wiiccl.  I  Ikin'c^  seen  it  in  nction — 2")  years  nun.  Hen'  I  >\  if  ii('>-('il.  for 
the  only  time,  an  olil-fasliidncd  "uii-aiul-dow  n"  sa\\  in  oprral ion.  Tlic 
mill  lias  lici'ii  in  i-nins  ioi-  nearly  20  years  and  oidy  deliri<  can  he  seen 
totlay.  Col.  John  May  sold  this  i)ro|icrty  to  (iro-scnor  .May.  who 
ti'an^rcrrcd  the  mill  to  (iardn<'r  W'allacf.  It  ~iill  icmain^  in  thr  Wal- 
lace family,  heini;'  now  owned  liy  Ceori;"*',  son  of  (iai-dner.  Ahout  one 
mile  fnithei'  np  this  i-iver,  away  from  any  hi^•ll\\ay.  almost  npon  the 
state  line,  was  huilt  hy  >\  iHiam  Maton,  ( ia rdner  W  allace  and  Col.  Ses- 
sions, in  ISKK  a  sawmill  ^^  ith  an  'Miii-and-dow  n"  saw  and  a  tloat  w  hetd 
(see  \o.  it  on  ma]) ) .  It  wa^  nsed  for  a  lew  yeai's  to  saw  the  suri'onnd- 
in^'  limher  and  then  rotted  down.  <>nl\'  monnd-  of  eai  tli  and  stone 
nou  mark  the  site  of  its  dam.*  A  half-mile  ;il;o\-e  this,  my  i;reat  nncle. 
Jlardin^.^-  liai'k,  hnilt  a  sawmill  in  1S.")()  (see  \o.  10  on  ma]»).  He  ])Ut 
in  an  iron  rose-wheel,  so-called,  the  lirst  in  this  section.  Later.  New- 
ton Wallai-e  had  iron  tnrliine^.  It  was  for  half  a  centnry  a  -aw.  uii>t 
and  shin;4ie  mill,  hni  i>  now  a  rnin.  lis  sncce<>i\-e  owners  were  liai'd- 
iiiii,'  (;.  Back,  Isaiah  1 1  i<c(H-k,  ( ;c(»r^'e  L.  Marcy,  daivis  Hatch,  Orrin 
\N'alker,  Xewlon  Wallace,  William  Jl.  llarii<and  (ieorii-e  l>.  (  (dhnrn. 
'i'heri'  was  once  anotiu'r  mill  ahont  one-hal!  nnle  alxp/e  this,  which 
w  as  a  wood-woi'kini;- and  shiniiMe  mill,  l)lacksmilh  and  carria^■e  shop 
(see  No.  11  on  map).  It  was  hnilr  in  ISIO  and  thereal'tei- w  as  ojier- 
ated  hy  llanniiond  Towne.    ()nly  its  dam  remain^. 

The  Bn^liee  >tream  ll(»w'>  out  of  Cniim  and  into  this  Wallace  hrook  in 
the  May  m(\id(»w.  al»ove  the  old  W  allace  mill.  Cpon  this  -I  ream,  wc-t 
of  ( 'raw  ford  hill,  east  of  the  ( '(d.  Sessions  place  and  iiorih  ol'  ihc  New  - 
man Hniihee  faian,  Col.  Sessions  hnilt  a  -aw  nnll  hefore  ISOO  (>ee 
No.  12  <»n  maj)).  lie  sold  to  Ilannuond.  Marhie  and  SiMitliwick.  Inm- 
Ix'i  inen  from  Massachnx'lts,  Anio>  Ilollirook  of  Si  url>ridi;-e  next 
ow  ned  it  and  jint  in  steam.  Later,  the  mill  hiirned.  ( leoruc  (  (dlmrn 
reliudt  it.  hnt  it  >iM>n  hecame  worthless  fitim  di-n-e  and  nei;!ec(.t 

*]\Iy  ^jreat  uncle,  Ilardinj,;  Gates  I^ack,  and  (lanlnei-  WalluLc  cpiarreled. 
They  agreed  never  ai;ain  to  .si:)eak  one  to  tlie  dtlier.  Shortly  after,  Mr.  Hack 
was  crossing;  this  mill  pt)nd  upon  the  ice  and  broke  throu'^h.  He  was  una- 
ble to  get  out  of  the  cold  water.  I^ooking  around  he  saw  ( lai  d iicr  Wallace 
in  his  yard  atjove  the  pond.  He  reineiu i)ered  their  aKreenKiit  never  to 
speak  one  to  the  other.  Rather  than  drown,  he  shouted  to  Mr  Wallace  for 
assistance.  Mr.  Wallace  rescued  him  and  the  two  men  were  staunch  friends 
ever  afterward.  "Cncle  Harding",  in  telling  of  the  alVair  in  after  years, 
would  close  the  narrative  in  "Sam  Lawson  style"  as  follows:  "Don't  never 
say  you  won't  say  nothing  to  noljody  for  you  don't  know  how  soon  vou 
may  have  tf). 

tCol.  Sessions  was  a  powerful  man,  i:ihysically .  He  was  o\-er  six  feet  in 
height.  It  is  said  that  at  raisings,  in  the  oKK-n  time,  as  soun  as  tlie  frame 
was  up  and  the  rafters  on,  he  would  climi)  up  a  corner  post  to  the  eaves, 
take  hold  of  a  rafter,  climb  upon  it  to  the  top  of  the  roof  frame  and  then 
stand  upon  his  head  on  the  ridgepole. 
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'I'lic  Ilowlctt  brook  also  joins  the  (.^Juiiicliaiiii;  in  Holland  res('r\oir. 
Itdrains  western  Holland,  souiheaslei'n  \\'ales  and  norlhern  StatVord. 
Its  ear!}'  mill  was  I'or  eardin<^  and  was  just  above  llie  lii,i;liway  Ironi 
]Masjiai)au<!,-  to  Holland,  It  was  built  about  one  eentury  a;;*)  l)y 
Leavens  Stevens  and  bis  son,  darvis  Stexcns.  Tliey  ;ilso  did  a  tailor- 
iuii;  business  tliere.  The  mill  is  ;;-one  toda}'  (see  \o.  \'A  on  map). 
From  these  two  estimable  men  tli(-  sti-eam  is  (d'ten  ealled  Stevens 
brook.  About  two  miles  uj)  stream  are  tlie  Uutterworth  nulls.  C^d. 
liuttorworth  built  the  lirsl  oik^  in  IB.'}.")  (see  No.  I  I  on  maj)).  It  was 
a  saw,  sliin,nle  and  ,i;-i-istnul[.  In  IS  11),  Col.  Hiitterworth  built  another 
mill  just  below  his  first  and  thei-e  manutaet uifd  eotton  battin,i^. 
About  1850,  aer(»ss  the  road  and  northwest  from  the  tirst  Ruttcrworth 
mill,  Col.  John  Butterwortli,  Sijuire  and  Charles  \\  W.  Fuller  erected 
the  '^<ilk  miir\  so-called.  So  tar  as  I  can  learn  no  silk  ever  was  man- 
ufactured tliere.  Tlu^y  did,  however,  make  candle  wickini;-  and  cotton 
clotli.  They  took  their  water  from  the  Kuttei-worth  reservoirs,  acr-  ss 
the  road  to  the  null  in  a  Ion;;'  c-anal.  There  is  a  rivulet,  the  Marcy 
brook,  which  flows  into  the  Ilowlelt  or  SteM'iis  br(»ok  in  the  Marcy 
meadows.  It  rises  amon<(  the  hi,nh  hills  ot  southern  Ihdiand  and 
(lows  northerly.  Uriah  Marcy  had  a  sawnull  about  one-hall  a  mile 
above  his  house  ui)on  this  stream  (see  No.  15  on  ma].).  His  son,  Hal- 
lowell  Marcy,  built  tlu^  mill  in  IStiO.  The  wheel  and  machinery  were 
brou<;ht  l"r<»m  the  Alvin  and  Harvey  .Janes  mill  which  will  be  men- 


ti'oncd  latoi'.  Tlio  wheel  was  a  lai'<;('  ovcr.-liot  and  tlic  saw  was  of  tin; 
'•up-aiid-ilowii"  vai-icty.    The  mill  fell  in  about  twoyt'ius  aj^o. 

Next,  mention  will  he  made  ot  the  Holland  reservoir.  This  artilieial 
hody  of  water  is  a  little  moic  than  thice  iiiih's  in  length,  when  tilled, 
and  is  about  one-half  mile  in  width  at  its  wide-L  Its  average  depth 
is  hut  six  feet. 

Jt  is  th<'  most  capaeious  stoi'ii^'e  ixuid  <>{  the  (^)uinel)au^-  IJes- 
ei-voir  Company,  except  Masliapau*;-  lake.*  The  huildin^;-  of  this 
reservoir  wliieli  floods  hundreds  of  acres  of  natuial  mowings  took 
hundreds  (»f  head  of  cattle  out  of  Holland  and  dealt  that  charnnni;' old 
to\Mi  a  hlow  from  which  it  nincr  icct^Ncred. 

Oidy  a  few  hundred  feet  below  ilollaiid  res<'r^■oir  dam,  Ih-nry 
Wood,  son  o\  a  cler!;"\'man  at  Holland,  had  a  carriai;-e  slioj)  with 
mat'hine'.-y  turned  l)y  watei-,  sixty  <'i-  more  years  ;ii;"o  (sec  \o.  1(5  on 
map).  Calvin  Fra/.elle  built  the  dam  about  IS.'JI)  and  had  a  machine 
shop  there.  He  sold  the  proix-rty  to  youn;j,-  Wooil.  who  attfiward 
disposed  (d'  it  to  IJev.  John  Carpenter.  During-  the  ( 'ai-penter  ow  ner- 
ship, it  fell  to  j)ieces.  K.  M.  Horton  of  Union  is  still  usini;-  a  w'ai;on 
or  bu<i-<;y  made  by  ^Vood  at  that  mill. 

About  oOt)  yards  below  the  Wood  mill,  a  Mv.  l'add(H'l>:  ran  a  foundi  y 
more  than  half  a  century  a;:,v)  ( see  No.  17  (Ui  uia[t).  His  dam  and  a 
l)ile  of  iron  chii»s  are  all  that  can  be  seen  today. 


•There  were  many  claims  for  damages  and  some  litigation  when  this 
reservoir  dam  was  constructed.  The  settlement  witli  Ctros\-enor  May  for 
ttowage  rights  was  an  agreement  to  pay  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  througli 
all  time,  the  sum  of  $fio  per  year.  I  understand  that  the  reservoir  conipany 
has  since  closed  this  matter  by  paying  a  present,  definite  sum. 

The  late  Lewis  Howlett  sued  the  company  and  reccjvereil  much  larger 
damages  than  he  was  offered.  It  is  said,  in  testifying  in  his  case,  he  claimed 
that  one  small  piece  of  land  that  was  flowed,  annually  cut  75  tons  of  hay. 
Upon  observing  a  look  of  incredulity  upon  the  faces  of  court  and  jury,  he 
added,  "I  mean  it  would  weigh  75  tons  when  it  was  green."  This  cjuick  sally 
brought  a  burst  of  laughter  from  judge  and  jurors  ami  ingratiated  Mr. 
Howlett  with  them. 

A  suit  of  the  Lelands  at  Mashapaug  over  injury  to  the  north  privileges  by 
back  water  was  settled. 

The  INIessrs.  Moore  and  Corbin  brought  a  bitterly-contested  suit  about 
1882  for  flowage  of  water  into  the  wheel  pit  'of  their  Mashapaug  sawmill. 
The  matter  was  taken  through  the  United  States  courts  and  the  company 
was  enjoined  from  flowing  into  the  wheel  pit.  The  water  was  kept  three 
feet  below  the  rollway  of  the  dam  in  Holland  for  16  or  18  years.  The  contro- 
versy was  adjusted  in  1899,  and  since  that  time  the  reservoir  has  been  tilled. 
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About  oiic-lialf  inil<'  (1<)\\ii  sliciiiii,  t(»  the  iioilliw est,  is  iIk^  l)i;ik(' 
sawiuill  ])()n(l.  I'jKtii  the  easterly  end  of  tlie  (lain  (nice  stood  a  ,i;Ti>t- 
inill  (see  No.  IS  on  niaj)).  Il  was  laiilt  lUO  yeai-s  a«^<)  hy  Aliijali  Pierce. 
William  ^loorc  was  tlie  next  oNvnei-  and  in  ISIM  l)nilt  a  new  mill  100 
yards  further  down  sti-eam,  l)rin;,n)i^-  water  in  a  canal  so  as  to  liave 
a  greatei'  fall.  This  new  null  was  used  hy  Edward  ]Jlod;^ett  for  a 
while  for  <^rindin;j,'  the  lead  that  he  took  out  of  the  Stuihrid^i^c  lead 
mine.  The  old  ^ifi'istmill  th(ui  lell  in.  ^ul)se(juent  owners  (»f  the  new 
gristmill  have  bvow  Clement  B.  Drake,  A\'illiam  K.  Fenner,  llemy 
^Vel)l)el•  and  Natlnmiel  Alexander.  At  tlie  westerly  end  ol  this  dam 
^Ir.  Di-ake  built  a  sawmill  about  lS."iO.  It  is  a  ruin  today.  The  I)rake 
family  were  the  only  ones  that  <'ver  operated  it, 

A  little  wa}'  tielow  these  mills  was  the  dam  foi-  the  Fuller  factoi-y, 
j)erliai).s  1500  feet  up  stream  from  the  (dd  natural  Holland  pond. 
Hi<^ht  at  the  dam  was  the  Fullei-  shiu<^le  mill  which  was  lirst  a  sawmill 
and  built  about  181.5,  traditiiui  says.  Mr.  Fullei-  made  it  over  into  a 
shingle  mill  during  the  \'ear  ls;^0.  The  building  is  not  standing  today. 
The  water  from  this  dam  w  as  carri<'d  about  500  feet  in  a  canal  to  lh<' 
i)\d  Fuller  factory  (see  No.  11>  on  nia[)),  the  largest  establishment  ever 
constructed  upon  the  head  waters  <d'  the  (^)uinebaug,  except  the  fac- 
tories at  \\'ales.  The  fattoiy  was  built  by  FIbi'idge  (Jny  Fuller  in 
]8;};{.  It  was  SO  by  'AO  feet,  w^ls  of  brick  and  had  foni-  thtors.  Tlieie 
is  a  di\  ision  of  opinion  as  to  where  the  lu  ick  came  from.  One  rcp(M  t 
is  that  they  were  manufactured  l»y  a  Mr.  Webber  in  t]m  s(nith  part  of 
the  town.  The  other  and  most  likcdy  reixu  t,  has  it  tliat  they  wer<* 
burned  liy  Sumner  , Janes  upon  the  Abner  Hlodgett  farm  Just  noi'th  of 
Holland  center  and  less  than  one  mile  trom  the  factoi'y  site.  The 
mill  had  1^0  looms  and  two  i)airs  of  mules,  operated  by  four  sj)inners. 
Water  ])ower  alone  drove  the  machinery.  At  tirst  thread  was  manu- 
factui-ed,  which  w^as  put  up  in  skeins.  Next  print  cloth  was  made, 
then  yai'd-wide  sheeting,  ])Ut  the  sheeting  proveil  nnjnolit al)le  and  th<* 
mill  returned  to  the  mamifactun'  of  print  cl<»tii.  The  lattory  was 
burned  July  lllli,  1S51.  The  tire  was  set  by  a  stroke  of  lightning. 
Tln^re  were  ab(»ut  'My  i)eo])le  employed  in  the  factory.  Fiilk  "s  village 
consisted  of  this  mill,  ab(>ut  twehe  dwelling  Ikmiscs,  a  warehouse  in 
which  was  a  room  where  a  I'ounlry  store  was  ke|)t.  and  a  blacksmith 
slio[).  The  factory  was  always  owned  and  operated  by  Mr.  Fuller 
witli  the  exception  of  about  three  years,  when  it  was  leastnl  to  Drake 
and  Darling. 

Into  the  (^uinehaug,  l)et  ween  Holland  reservoii"  and  Holland  jtond, 
in  the  Drake  sawmill  pond,  (lows  the  Janes  brook  from  the  nortli. 
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I'^ixui  it  was  tlio  sawmill  built  alxmt  (JO  yrai-s  a;;'<)  l)y  Ah  in  and  Ilai  Ncy 
Janes  (sec  No.  20  on  inap).  'I'licy  sold  this  mill  to  I'riali  Maivy  and 
lie  movctl  it  to  his  stream  as  iioied  .iIionc. 

.Just  l)(dow  tlic  l-'uUer  I'aetory,  ilie  (^)iiinel)au^'  How  s  tlironi;!i  the  old, 
natui'al  Holland  i)ond,  a  gem  of  a  lake  I  iiree  fonri  hs  ot  a  mile  loni;-. 
Ahoiit  its  shoi'es  are  i»jeasant  faiins.  Iteeeiitl)'  doliii  !i<'l»hard  ha-- 
purchased  a  farm  upon  it-  westerly  side,  whiidi  lie  has  im|iro\cd  and 
u<(  s  foi' a  summer  residenee.  He  has  huilt  a  cottage  upon  the\-er\' 
shore  (d'  the  lake  and  from  its  veranda  uui>'  he  had  as  in-piring  a 
sweep  of  \ision  over  waters,  tields.  foi-est  and  the  hiiili  mountain  to 
tlie  east,  as  one  can  tinil  in  soutUern  Massachusetts.  Tiuhaps  otiiei-s 
will  seek  rest  and  huild  i-ecreati(Ui  liomes  td)out  tliis  spot  so  la\'ored  (d' 
nature. 

From  Holland  pond,  the  ri\('r  Hows  to  l^ast  l>rindi(dd  thr()Ugh  a 
^\■ide  sti-etch  of  mai'shes.  The  mill  dam  at  Mast  lirindi«dd  t]i»\\s  away 
hat-k  to  Holland  pond.  Ahoul  half  way  ix'lweenthe  datn  and  lake 
empties  the  Hriudield  stream  called  Mill  brook.  Followini;'  up  this 
waterway  one  tinds,  just  Ixdow  where  t he  Wales  brook  empties,  tiie 
ruins  of  an  old  dam.  Tradition  says  that  one  I't'ti-r  llayno  had  a  gri-t- 
mill  hei-e  before  ISOO  (see  Xo.  21  on  map),  f'arlher  up  the  stream,  in 
lirindield  center,  Fyon,  Wyies  c\:  ('o.  had  a  distillei-y  in  the  eai-ly  days 
(d'  the  last  century.  Just  west  ol  the  pic-^ent  Wyles  homestead  ( see 
Xo.  22  on  map).  'I'racing-  the  .-(ream  u|),  one  comes  to  lirindield 
p(Uid,  or  Shei-man  i)ond,  a  beautiful  little  lake  one-half  mile  in  diame- 
ter. Over  a  century  ng'o,  clay  dug-  out  of  this  jfond  \\a<  used  for 
making  j)ottei"y.  Th(^  water  was  dammed  when  the  pond  \\  a>  low  and 
clay  i)its  chig  at  its  soutli  end.  dames  Moore,  in  a  shop  upon  the  >-ide- 
hill  east  of  Hriudield,  made  earthen  milk  pans  from  ibis  iday  (see 
No.  2.1  on  map). 

Above  the  pond  is  Little  lJ<'st,  whei-e  tlie  Morgans  ha\'e  used  tiie 
Stream  (liere  called  Sessions  bi-o(»k)  to  advantage.  'I'he  tir>t  grist  and 
Hawnjilis  at  Little  Kest  wei'e  built  Ixd'oic  ISOO  and  were  locate(i  lower 
down  the  stream  than  the  present  mills.  These  were  built  l»y  (  "ol. 
Aar(Mi  ^lorgan;  r(d)uilt  by  ins  son,  .lust  in  Morgan,  who  carriedthem 
on  until  iiis  decease,  Jan.  l.'^th,  1S|;{.  Suu'c  that  time,  the  mills  have 
bei'u  owned  and  managed  by  his  s(»n,  Thonuis  J.  Morgan  (see  Xo.  2  1 
on  nuip). 

At  these  nulls,  about  1S12,  Justin  and  his  brother  Tliomas  Morgan 
couuuenced  the  manul;u-ture  of  nails,  cut  Ity  machineiy.  'I'homas 
Morgan  was  one  of  tlie  lii-st  to  invent  and  perfect  a  machine  for  thai 
l>urp(ise.    At  lirst  llie  nail>  weic  cut  l>y  machine  and  headed  l)y  liand. 
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80011  ;ift<*rwar(l,  'riioina.^  M<>r;2,:in  [H'rfcrtcd  a  lu.icliiiic  tliat  did  l.oth. 
'riioinas  soon  sold  out  to  his  l)rotlit'r  Jusiin.  who  (■ontiuucd  th<'  Im-i- 
iiess  for  nearly  twenty  years,  when,  tiiuiiiiji;  hiniM-lt  unable  to  com- 
pete with  Hianurarturers  near<'r  the  sealjoard,  he  relin(|uisheil  the 
business. 

Iloraee  Mor^^an,  son  of  Ju-^tin.  eouinienced  the  inanu fact nic  of  slioe 
!iails  about  IS-IO,  and  etuitinued  the  business  until  I S.")!).  when 'I'. -J . 
Mor>i,an  toolc  the  business  and  continued  the  same  tifteen  years,  when, 
tindin»j,-  Ids  water  power  insullii-ient  for  that  and  his  incrt'asin;^'  hnnl)er 
business,  lie  ^ave  it  up. 

Kdwai-d  I!.  Mor<;-an.  son  of  Thomas  ,1.  Moru'an,  now  run-  the  lum- 
t>er  mills  at  lattle  Kest.  I  can  nol  find  any  trai'(-sof  d;tin-  or  mills 
alMi\e  Little  Rest.  Ijion  the  stream  that  comes  from  the  west  and 
<.'mi)ties  into  .Mill  brook  near  Uriiutidd  cenlei',  therr  ha-  been  liut  one 
mill  pond,  and  that  is  called  llaion  i»ond.  'I'he  ^i-istmill  at  Laton 
ixuid  was  ei'ccted  by  Xathani(d  Danifdsiui  (sei'  No.  25  on  map),  and 
has  been  owikmI  and  run  by  the  same  persoir<  as  were  i)i-opiietor> 
the  sawmill  in  c(jnnectioti  witii  it.    It  was  burned  in  iMTa,  l)»'e.  istli. 

In  ISOO,  Nathaniel  Danielson  owned  the  -awmill  «ui  lOatoii  inuid  near 
.lohn  XeedhamV.  Successive  owners  lia\('  been  (ieiieral  I^aloii.  d. 
I  )a\is  lirowninu',  M .  ( 'ou\-erse.  Abiicr  ililchcock.  l-auoiy  Tierce,  Levi 
A.  KMc<'.  .lames  Willis,  I'aul  <;ra\-,  ( '.  IL  I'.rown  and  sou.  15.  11.  \\  alker, 
I L  A.  Webber,  . lohn  lirow  n  and  V.  I'Muar  Brow  n.  This  mill  i<  in 
i)l)erati(»n  today  (also  see  \o.  2.")  on  map). 

'I'he  Whales  brook,  which  runs  fi'oui  Wales  i)ond  to  Mill  brook  in 
Hrimtield,  has  tui'Ued  many  a  wheel.  < 'onuneiu-ini;'  at  the  [xuid.  (he 
iirst  site  is  of  an  old  sawmill  which  dates  back  nearl\'  a  centur}'  (see 
No.  2(!  on  map),  dust  belciw  it  is  the  (^Id  Wales  mill  which  in  part  has 
stood  for  sixty  years.  I'ortei-  Wales  built  it  (see  \o.  27  on  maj)).  it 
was  once  a  carding'  mill.  A  little  farther  down  the  stream  wa<  a 
wooden  mill  in  the  lots  which  l^lijah  Shaw  buiil  nearly  f(uty  year>  a^'o 
(see  Xo.  2S  (»n  map;,  but  it  mwer  amounted  lo  anvthiui;',  (Ui  accDunt 
of  insullicient  i)ower.  Then  comes  the  old  Shaw  mill  at  the  cur\ <■  in 
\\'ales  sti-eet  (see  Xo.  21)  (Ui  map).  This  mill  was  built  by  Idi'di 
Shaw's  fathei-.  It  had  a  larn'e  old-lashioned  o\-ei-shot  w  ater  \\  heel, 
whicli  I  i-encmber  seeing;'  in  uiy  boyhood  da\  s.  dust  Ixdow  this  is 
the  Dell  mill,  a  beautiful  brick  facliU'y  which  stands  today,  l)ut  at 
present  is  iu»t  opei'ated  (see  X(».  'M)  on  map),  i'llijah  Shaw  built  it  in 
the  early  (Hi's,  dusl  below  the  Dell  is  the  site  (.f  tlu'  Sh;iws'  old  black- 
sunth  shop,  where  they  had  a  trip  hammei'  in  lS2r)  and  where  tli^y 
later  matle  hoes  ami  iron  tc»ols  (see  Xo.  .'U  <)n  map).    Just  belo\v  this 


lorus  is  tlic  site  of  an  old  sawmill  once  owned  and  run  I)}'  1  lallowcll 
Maivy  (s(M*  No.  32  on  map).  Down  shram  a  lew  t't'cl,  was  l-Mcn 
Shaw's  factory  l»uilt  in  1855,  and  burned  in  ISSl  (see  Xo.  ,VS  on  map). 
Tlien  conies  the  lle*2;an  mill  huilr  by  l^lijah  Shaw  during'  the  war  ot  the 
liebellion  and  constructed  out  of  the  jirotits  ol  his  upper  mills  (see  No. 
;it  on  map).  His  son,  Herbert,  now  owns  and  opeiates  it  at  lime-. 
Still  farther  down,  in  the  valley,  Hall(»well  Mari  y  put  up  a  saw  and 
hunber  woikin>;-  mill  in  1S()5.  Klijali  Shaw  bou;^ht  the  propeit\'  of 
him  and  put  up  a  iar;;-e  woiulen  wo(den  mill,  and  called  it  the  \';dley 
mill  (see  No.  ;{5  on  map).  'J'hi<  was  after\\ai-ds  run  by  a  .Mr.  Hodg- 
son and  otiiers.  Bradley  and  Heck  bought  it  of  the  Shaw  estate  in  the 
SO's  and  used  it  for  a  power  cider  mill.  It  w  as  burned  in  ls;»l.  lielow 
this  N'aliey  nnll,  near  the  very  ed;;e  of  Hriintield,  was  the  old  (  apt. 
Daniel  Shaw  sawmill  (see  No.  ;j(>  on  ma[)).  It  was  famous  in  the 
olden  time. 

'I'here  is  one  more  mil!  site  to  mention  uj»on  this  broolc.  and  that  is 
in  Hi-imlield.  Mi-.  Hrown  had  ins  eiot Iuul;-  works  at  the  foot  of  Daii- 
ielson  hill  on  tiie  north  side  (d'  \Vales  brook  before  ISOO.  These  w«)rk> 
included  a  cardin*;'  machine  and  building  for  the  same,  and  i-lothin^- 
works  in  an(»thei'  buikhn^"  (see  No.  ,"{7  on  map).  The  n»»w  almost  ob- 
literated trac(^^of  tlie  dam  and  sluice  and  ot  the  foundation  of  tlie 
l)uildin«;-s  are  all  that  mark  the  spot.  Alvah  Flint,  K'ufu>  fTnil.  Thom- 
as NVells,  .(oel  (iarlield,  lJussell  (iartii'ld.  KmeiT  Wright,  Theodoiv 
Meld,  I.ul^e  (  hurch  and  .h»hn  Xewton  succeeded  Blow  n.  About  Is  17, 
Daniel  \.(Jreen  ljoui;"lit  the  clothin;;-  works  at  the  foot  of  Danielson 
liill  and  lilted  up  the  shop  for  a  tannini;"  and  currying-  i)U-^ine-s,  and 
tile  premises  were  operateil  by  ('hailes  G.  Lyman.  A  com ro\-er> v 
>hortly  after  arose  as  to  tlie  ri<i'ht  <d  the  ownei-  of  the  dam  to  tlow  the 
land  wiiich\sas  a  part  of  the  town  fariu  projieii  \-,  and  the  tow  n  bouuiit 
the  premix's  and  th(^  l)uildin;;'s  were  sold  or  reuioveil. 

There  only  remains  foi-  our  consideration  the  ^>a^t  Bi'imfield  i)ri\  1- 
le^-i'.  The  power  at  i^ast  Brimtield  is  sui)])o-( d  to  ha\e  l)een  tir<t  n^cd 
for  a  sawmill  and  ;;'ristmill  by  William  dane>.  over  one  Inindred  yeai  s 
back  (see  No.  iiS  on  ma])).    The  mill  w  as  a  1 1 erw ard  ow  ned  Ity  IN-le^- 

<  heiiey  .Janes.  In  early  limes,  t  ;ad  Hiicln-ofk  had  hat  works  here. 
Also  at  another  ])art  of  the  falls  in  I'^ast  lirimtield.  where  the  collon 
factory  afterwards  was  built,  Asa  (iaies  for  uiany  years  had  his  cloth- 
ier's shop  and  fiillini;'  mill.  Bui  at  len;;th.  1S15.  I'eii.  'JOlh.  in  connec- 
tion with  ('ol.  Israel  K.  Tra>k,  l^lias  (  aHer.  Au:;ustus  .lanes  and 
l^lijah  Altbott.  Mr.  Janes  fiuaued  the  15i-im!ield  (  ottouand  Woolen 

<  ompany,  (.'ont  ribut  iiii;'  for  his  shai'c.  tlu*  dam  and  w  ater  pi  i\ ilei;-e. 
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The  compniiy  put  up  u  wooden  t';n-torv  l»nil(liii<:;  f(uir  stories  liiii;h. 
'riie  eiitcriu'ise  l)ankrui)t('d  those  t'oiiiicctrd  h  it  in  less  tlmn  tlncc 
years.    Tliey  carded  cotton  and  sj)un  warp  but  did  not  weave. 

'I'he  factory  at  East  I>rinitield  llien  passed  into  the  hands  ot  Col. 
Traslc  wlio  ni()i-ti:;aii'ed  the  pi(»perty  to  Wyies,  I. yon  and  .\orcr<»<<. 
Artenius  W'isewell,  ot  liriiutield,  and  others  in  Monson,  so(»n  toniied 
tile  I'nion  ('otton  l-'aetory  ('oinpany.  Tliese  two  i-onipanie<  liad  tlieir 
nanu's  clian^ed  upon  1"\'1>.  14tli,  1S20.  to  Tlie  iirindield  (  (Hiipany  and 
Tile  Monson  Company.  I'pon  dune  I'Jtli  ot  ilie  same  year.  tln  \-  were 
united  unilei'  the  name  of  the  Monson  and  l>riiiitield  .Manntaetui  ini; 
('ompaii}'.  In  1884,  the  pro|»ei-ty  came  into  t  lie  posse-<ion(d  I'oiterand 
Perry.  I  >eacon  rorter,  in  IS  N,  witinh-ew  and  \\'ent  to  >ion>on.  ^Ir. 
Perry's  sons  went  in  with  him  and  continued  atter  lii<  death.  Ppiui 
the  death  of  Vl/.vii  Peri-y,  dr.,  in  1S.")2,  the  pioperiy  had  to  he  >(dd.  In 

lS");i  Hart  well  and  Whitney,  (»t  Ware.  l>oui;ht  the  factory  and  c  i- 

menced  the  manutactui-e  (»t  cotton  i;-oods.  In  IS,")!,  the  mill  \\a- 
hurned.  It  was  rebuilt  (»t  stone.  stuce(»ed.  and  the  iKuth  biiildiiiu'  was 
occupied  by  S.  Packard,  trom  Is,')!;  to  ISC"),  tor  the  maimtaet ure  ot 
shoemakers"  kits  ot  tools.  In  ISIJ').  it  was  boui;lit  l)y  Charle-  \'ainey. 
who  ot'cupied  it  for  years  afterward  loi-  making-  machines  for  peiiuinn' 
shoes.  He  also  bought,  at  the  same  time,  of  Stearn>  and  ()wen.  the 
saw  and  gristmill  on  the  south  side,  which  they  had  purchased  in  1S58. 

The  ^•ristmill  at  Kast  lirimtield  w  a>  Iniilt  by  Pelei;-  ( 'lieney  .lanes  and 
the  business  cai-ried  on  by  him  until  ISI  I  :  afterwaids  by  thi'  nianufac- 
tui'in«>-  company.  Next,  Isaac  Stearns  and  Charles  N'arney  ow  lu'd  and 
managed  the  proi)erty.  Recently  it  has  been  field  by  Isaiah  Ili-cock 
and  Sanuud  Mc.Vllister,  wiio  <;i'ound  b<me  here  also.  Now  all  the  Ka>t 
Hrimlield  i)rivile,«;-es  are  ow  ned  by  the  Snell  Maiiufact urim;-  Comiiany. 
which  makes  au,i;-ei-s,  bits,  boring-  machiiH-s  and  like  tools. 

Such,  then,  is  a  sketch  <d'  the  mill  business  during  the  last  -JOO  yeai's 
up<m  the  head  waters  of  the  (^)uinebaug.  And  what  ha\'e  we  secnV 
That  .")()  mills  have  been  turned  by  those  watei's.  Hut  «d'  those  ;")() 
mills,  none  today  exists  in  running  order  in  Sturbiidge,  in  riiion.  or 
in  Holland.  Aside  from  the  l']ast  Brimtield  mills,  only  two  i( main  in 
Hi  imtield,  and  tiiose  arc  sawmills  A\  hicli  very  soon  will  rot  dow  n  be- 
cause of  lack  of  business.  The  Hast  lii'imtield  ])rivilege  ha-  appar- 
ently a  bright  future,  as  it  is  utili/eil  by  the  prosperous  Snell  Manu- 
facturing Comi)any.  In  Wales,  no  mills  ai-tuall)'  are  running.  I  un- 
derstand, but  two  are  in  fail- condit ion,  having  re^'cntly  been  operated 
and  may  run  again  shortly.  I>ut  it  is  a  gra\e  (piestioii  \\heiher  \\(»ol- 
ens  can  long  be  made  at  Wales,  so  far  from  railroad  centers.  The<e 
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nO  un\\<  Iiave  tnnicd  out  tlie  followliijj;'  jjioducts  <luri!i;;- tli<' tw o  limr- 
(Ircd  years:  Axes,  holts,  spikes,  liMiiiincrs.  nails,  hoisc-liocs.  -liocs, 
sliiii»il('s,  lumhcr  and  tiiuIxT.  uical,  (lour,  lat  lis,  cidci'  l>randy,  cider, 
axe  liaiuUrs.  spokes,  lasts,  matches.  L:,i-oiind  hone  phosphat'',  hu\rs, 
window  tranics,  jiickci-  sticks,  mattresses,  wa<;'ons,  carriages,  sc)thes^ 
clothes,  cardiii<^,  cotton  hattinjjT.  candle  wickim;-.  cotton  cloth,  machin- 
ery, loniuh-y  ])roduct.s,  <;-round  lead,  thread,  print  cloth,  sheetinu'.  pot- 
tery, earthen  milk  pans,  cut  nails,  tail  nail  machinery,  h(»e>,  woolen 
;;-oods,  hats,  lulling-  mill  t)ro(hicts,  shoemalci'r>"  t(»(ds,  shoe  pei;-;j,in;;- 
machiiK-s,  aui!;ers,  hits,  horini;'  machines,  and.  ot  course,  many  iikmc. 
^\'ould  you  helieve  that  such  a  di\-eisii\-  (d  hu<ine<s  e\fr  would  lia\'e 
dev<'loped  upon  the  little  strs-ams  al)o\e  Ma>t  lirimtield'r  All  -ave  the 
manufacture  (d'  au;j;ers,  hits,  horinu,-  machines,  woolen  ;i,-oods  and  luni- 
t)er  have  *i;one  and,  I  fear,  v^ow  forever,  for  these  little  j)ri vilei^e.s 
never  can  comi)ete  with  mammoth  judducers  in  the  wiu  ld  at  lar;j,»'. 
The  poilahle  steam  sawmills  that  can  set  uj*  in  the  midst  <d'  a  lot  of 
h)^"s  liave  driven  out  (»f  husiness  t he  water  mills  w  it h  the  lon;^,'  hauls 
of  lo*^s  to  them. 

And  what  is  to  ])ecome  of  the  uppei'  i^liiinehaui;'":'  It  will  tumhle- 
dowii  its  course,  running-  wanton  toward  the  sea,  as  it  did  thrctuuh  the 
(,'ount  less  t'cnlurie.s  ju'ioi"  to  tlie  ad\'ent  ot  t  he  w  hit e  man  t  w  (i  hundred 
years  a;^;*).  Kcservoirs  may  he  constructed  here  to  stoi-e  waters  lor  the- 
lai'^'c  manufactories  farther  down,  whcj-c  it  is  a  powei'ful  stieam.  Its 
hahhlint;- in  sumiiKM- time  nniy  furnish  restful  music  and  the  rush  and 
sweep  of  its  spi-in<;time  torrents  may  :;ive  a  thrill  and  an  inspiration 
to  those  who  will  avail  themselves  of  (he  oppoit unit ies  (d'  visiting;' 
tliese  Adirondacks  of  New  England  which  lie  aJ)out  us — within  even 
w  alking  distance. 
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When  3'()ui'  t'onunlttcc  on  local  history,  hioufapliy,  and  <;i'ni'ali»;;y 
invited  nu'  to  I'ead  a  j)ai)ef  un  '"Fiskdalc,  ^ind  its  indii.-tfies,"  if  1  had 
I'ollowed  my  own  tlesifcs  I  should  have  ivi ux'd  at  once,  ;ind  fof  stnrral 
reasons.  1  have  heen  a  resident  (d  Fiskdale  t<»r  a  years  only,  and 
it  seems  presmnptiioiis  on  my  i)art  to  stand  liere  this  eNcnini;  and 
speak  to  yt»n  on  the  development  of  the  (^ninehauii,-  l  iver,  and  the  in- 
dustries of  Fiskdale,  hut,  hein^  tlie  iei)resentative  of  the  industries  ot 
Fiskdale.  and  also  hein<;'  desrious  to  show  it  in  its  hest  light,  J  decided 
to  read  the  pa[)er. 

When  I  realize  that  I  am  si)eakiiig  to  thosi^  who  know  every  nook 
and  corner,  e\ery  eddy,  rock,  and  landmink  of  the  (^)uinc]);iui;'  ri\er, 
and  also  fully  actjiiaintcd  with  the  history  of  the  people  who  will  he 
mentioned  hy  me,  the  task  ai)i)ears  to  take  on  vast  proi)oitions.  I 
was  compelled  to  solicit  lielp  from  outside  parties,  and  the  details  of 
my  pajxM'  this  evenin*;  are  lar«;(dy  copies  of  state  pai)ers  which  can 
he  found  in  our  lihraries.  Some  facts  are  taken  from  the  aniuils  o! 
private  families. 

In  the  first  jtlace  I  may  say  that  in  my  research  I  have  heen  ini;i.>Ie 
to  discover  the  exact  time  when  t  he  villanc  of  Fiskd;ile  tirst  came  to 
he  known  l)y  the  name  it  now  hears. 

It  is  w(dl  known  that  the  town  of  St  urhi  idiie  was  first  settled  hy  a 
few  individuals  who  came  from  Medlield,  Mnss.,  mid  that  it  was 
originally  called  New  Medlield,  and  that  these  same  indi\iduals 
petitioned  the  General  ( 'ourt  foi- a  grant  for  this  town  early  in  the 
year  1725;  this  heing  I'cfused,  a  second  jx-tition  was  jtresented  in  the 


I 


|- 


IS 


year  1727,  and  still  a  tliird  in  the  year  17"JI».  Tlir  ica^on  {\<v  llw  Ci-iu-- 
ral  Court  iiol  j^'ranting  the  first  two  ix'tiiidns  \va<  liccaii-i.'  in  its  jiid^- 
uicnt  there  was  not  a  Millieient  <|uantity  ol'  ^ood  land  t(»  eneoura^c 
enon;^li  inliahllaiits  ti)  settle  there  t<»  he  aide  to  i-aii-y  on  the alVair- ol  a 
to\\ii.  The  third  petition  was  at  tii'st  r(dused,  and  then  granted  in 
Sejitendtei-,  172'.). 

The  lirst  hnsiness  of  tiie  proprietors  was  to  lay  out  100  house  lots 
foi- tin-  lunnher  of  jH'rsons  entitled  to  [iropriet orship,  and  the  tirst 
di\isi(»n  (»f  lands  was  maile  in  duly,  17."iO.  I'lacdi  proprietoi-  was  to 
ha\('  a  honu'slead  of  ."iO  acres,  and  an  additional  lot  of  .'lO  acres  or 
more,  and  thus  in  dra\vini!,- hy  lot  lor  these  laiuh  eaeh  tiel^et  had 
stated  upon  it  t\N<»  of  these  iiaretd<,  whieli  the  eounnittef  who  ~ur\cy- 
ed  and  laid  <*ut  the  xweial  tracts  h(die\cd  \\a>  a  laii'  averaiic  in  \alue 
ol  the  whole  to  he  di\ided.  Some  of  tin'  peixuis  who  appear  a^ 
^•rantees  juwcr  remoxcd  to  Stui-l»ridi;e.  liul  the  lot>  which  f(di  to  ihcm 
hy  the  drawing-  were  either  im{)ro\-ed  hy  them  or  tlieir  childicn  or 
as.vi^ns.  Hut  .amonii'  tliose  \vlio  (hd  come,  and  e\-cn  the  lii.-^t,  were 
t  W(»  lu-(»thers,  Henry  and  I  )ani<d  Fiske,  w  ho  i)itclied  their  teuts  on 
Fisk  Hill,  and  also  Moses  Allen,  who.  althouiih  not  one  of  the  oii^-- 
inal  si^-ners  of  tiie  jx'tition.  was  admittc(|  alter  ihe  lii>t  (h'awim;-  of  lots, 
and  was  the  lirst  >ettl<'r  of  the  vill.iue  (d  l  i-lvdale. 

St urhridu'c  at  this  time  was  a  \Nild,  laiu^ed  foi-e>t.  and  it  ^\•as  the 
duty  of  tiie  tirst  settlers  to  (dear  away  1  he  trees,  till  the  land,  and 
make  it  a  llouri-hin;^- ai^riculi urul  town.  An(i  this  (^f  coui>e  took 
years,  hut  tlie  sons  carried  on  the  work  th.at  their  lathers  hail  com- 
menced, and  hy  the  end  (d'  the  ceiiluiy  it  was  a  disiincMiy  farminu 
territory.  And  thus  \ve  tind  the  xillau'c  of  Fiskdale  when  Mo-es 
Allen  tirst  settled  theic,  a  I'ore-t,  and  l»y  hi<  iiand  pailly  »dian,uc(l  p.  a 
farminu'  land,  increased  and  e\t(Mided  hy  hi>  descendants,  Mo-o  Allen, 
Ahner  Allen  and  ( 'a[>t.  dacoh  Allen,  until  it  really  hecame  an  auri- 
cultural  \il laii,<'.  Smdi  it  continu<'d  for  souie  time,  until  ('apt.  dacoh 
Allen,  I'eali/ini;'  the  jiossihility  ol  usim;-  the  watei-  powci-  <d  the  (Juiiie- 
haui;'  ri\ei-,  huilt  a  i^ristmill,  and  this  w;is  the  lirst  step  towards 
chanuini;'  Kdskdale  friMii  an  auricull  ui'al  !o  a  ma nu fad uri ul;-  ^  i!lau■e. 
This  uii<imill  was  the  ti!->t  use  of  the  water  power  at  I'"i-kdale,  and 
was  huilt  on  the  westerly  hani^  of  the  ri\er  ju^l  iioUli  of  wlieie  X<i.  1 
dam  is  now  situated,  at  the  foot  of  a  de^'P  de-eeni  lr<»m  Ihe  road  to 
Holland,  lleie  it  wa>  that  ('aj)t.  Allen  from  Muilhto  advaiu'ed  a-e 
l»assed  most  »d'  his  days  and  nii;hts.  lending- I  he  niill.  it  hein-  the  lir-1 
and  oidy  i:,ri>tmill  in  the  [iiesent  town.  Afli-r  his  death,  hi-  son,  Di-. 
Ahraliam  Allen,  tended  the  mill,  and  made  lui  lher  impro\ement one 
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of  wliicli  was  tilt'  l)ui!(liii<;'  of  a  daui  ;utos>  the  river  with  tli<'  view  lo 
i'iilar*i-iii^'  tlie  iHisiiicss. 

On  Octolx'r  17tli,  ISI  I,  David  l''iskc,  wlio  was  a  >oii  (.T  Ilciiry  I"i-k<'. 
one  ot  tlic  two  hrotlicrs  wIki  lir<t  scttlrd  in  St iirliridi;c  on  \-^\<k  Hill, 
and  his  son,  Josiali  .1.  1^'isl^c,  t  (n;ci  her  wil  h  sr\crai  utlivr  m-iit  Ifiiicn, 
their  associates  and  sneee-s(»rs,  wcic  i neorporat ed  under  the  name  of 
the  ( ;loh('  Manutaetiirini;'  Co.,  tor  the  |inr|»o>e  ot  maniitaetmiiiu'  cott<»ii 
:ind  wooh'n  eh)tli  and  3arn.  in  the  town  (»t  Slurhrid^(^  A  laruc  mill 
was  hnilt  in  \vhat  is  now  known  as  (;lol)t^  \'illaL;i'.  and  wa-  o[teratfd 
by  this  company  until  il  wa-  ab-orhcd  by  the  Wulcott  \\'o<jlen  Manu- 
faeturini,'  Co.,  whicii  in  turn  was  absorbed  by  the  present  Hamilton 
\Voolen  Co.  in  the  yeai'  ISiJl. 

The  success  ot  this  mill  at  ( ilobe  Villa<::e  and  tlie  imjU'ovement s 
wliieli  Dr.  Allen  had  made  hiiihei-  up  on  the  (^Miinrbaui^  river  sccui  to 
have  at  traeted  the  at  tent  ion  ot  the  Kiskes  toward  I'iskdale  with  the 
idea  ot  crectiiii;  a  similar  mil!  there. 

David  Kiske  liad  sexci'al  chihh'cn,  and  to  three  <»j'  his  so-ns  is  due  the 
credit  ot  toruiin;^  the  company  which  ei-cctcd  the  lirsi  cotton  mill  in 
the  village.  'J"he<e  three  S(Uis  were  .losiah  ,1.,  licnr}.  and  layman 
Fiske. 

.losiali  J.  was  Ixuii  in  St url>iid;:;e  on  November  istli,  17s.'>.  ai\d  mar- 
I'itaL  at  ^^'l•enlham,  .Jeruslia  Noi-ton.  May  (Uh,  lsi:{.  He  was  uradu- 
ated  I'rom  lirown  Cniversiiy,  and  a  I  ter  ui-aduation  became  pr(>cepror 
in  a  Maine  aeatleni}',  but  soon  decided  ti»  study  law  ,  and  linally  eiiicied 
tlie  ollice  ot 'i'imot  II  v  lii^tdo w  of  P>o-|  on.  M  r.  I'lsl^e  beca uh'  an  aide 
and  successful  lawy<'r,  wit  h  an  otlice  at  ^Vremha^l.  w  here  a  lar^'e 
nundjer  ot  St  udents  acquired  their  know  leduc  td'  la  w  under  his  c'are. 
He  was  a  man  tit  great  energy,  (juicl^  [lei'cepiion,  and  a  tluent  -peal;er. 
He  was  a  stat(>  seuat(»r  Irom  lS'J.5  lo  IS-JH;  a  meud)er  of  the  go\t'riior'- 
council  in  ls;H,  and  was  a  member  ot  the  lii-<t  board  ot  railrttad  com- 
missioners created  l)y  tlu^  state.  I'^rom  hS'J.S  l<»  1S27  he  \vas  aid-de-cam]) 
to  .Major  (ieneral  ( 'rane.  He  was  also  a  prominent  Ma-^on.  Mr.  l'i>ke 
had  ten  childi-en,  three  of  the  Sons  Ix-iie^-  succes^tul  niemltei->  ot 
banking  and  ))rokerage  tirms  in  l^oston.  He  ditni  in  Sturlwitige,  his 
birthplace,  on  August  loth,  18:58. 

Henry,  who  later  became  a  Judge,  was  Itoi'n  in  St  ui-bridge  Ajtril  sili, 
IT'Jo,  and  married  on  April  8lh,  lS-22,  Susan  Ihden  l'ale<  ot  \\  icniham, 
Mass.,  who  died  at  Keene,  X.  11.,  Feb.  -jrth,  1S82.  He  di<-d  at  l.i'>lie, 
jNFich.,  on  I  )ecembei- 2  It  li,  1815.  'I'hey  had  -e\en  children.  ()ne  of 
the  sons  was  a  doctor  of  high  standing  ;  two  of  the  olhei-s  weic  iji 
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business  ill  tlic  Wost,  one  l)('in<;'  intei-estod  in  in:inut'act iii'in;;-,  th(' 
otlier  in  real  estate. 

T.yiuan  was  born  in  Sturbridoe  October  lali,  1 "!.»'.»,  and  died  on  Aug- 
ust 17tb,  18;i2. 

In  thv  yoar  1820  Honry  Fiske  bei;an  to  pmvhas*'  land  in  and  about 
the  site  oi  the  present  No.  2  mill,  the  greater  part  of  which  belont;-ed 
to  Moses  Allen.  On  Maivh  4th,  182G,  lie  and  his  brothel- I.yinan,  their 
associates  and  success<_)rs,  were  incoi-jtoratetl  under  the  name  ot  the 
Quine))au<^  >hinutacturiu«!;  Co.,  tor  the  |>ui'[»os(^  ol'  manu fact urin;; 
cotton  and  woolen  «2,"oods,  to  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding,'  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  personal  n(,»t  exceedin;;-  one  hundi'ed  and 
fifty  thousaiul  dollars. 

In  this  same  year  Josiah  J.  Mske,  althoui;h  such  an  abh' and  success- 
ful lawyer  in  NV'rentham,  li'ave  uj*  his  [)ractice,  and  nvoved  to  Stur- 
briil^'e,  where  he  became  interested  in  the  scheme  of  his  l)rolher  llenr}', 
and  with  his  aid  the  first  cotton  mill  was  built  at  b'iskdale. 

Where  So.  '2  mill  now  is  there  was  erected  a  l)rick  mill  of  ei;j,hty- 
four  feet  lon^',  forty  feet  witle  and  live  stories  hi^h.  ()f  course  these 
pre[)aratoi"v  woi'ks  re<[uired  a  <2;reat  deal  of  cajjital,  and  at  that  time 
eai)italists  were;  not  easily  con\inced  of  the  success  of  such  a  sclieme 
and  did  not  come  forward  readily  with  any  mateiial  helj),  and  so  in 
order  to  complete  the  work  it  was  found  m-cessary  to  place  a  mort«iai;e 
on  the  propeity.  However,  Mr.  I'iske  and  his  brollier  llenr\-,  who 
devoted  his  time  and  money  to  the  buildini;-  of  the  tenements,  were 
able  to  carry  thi"ou<>h  the  selieme,  an<l  the  mill  commenced  operations 
in  May,  1820.  It  was  stated  by  Lil>erty  Allen  that  the  cotton  used  at 
the  mill  at  that  time  was  di-awn  from  Boston  by  ox  teams. 

'I'his  mill  jtroved  to  be  so  protitable  that  in  the  year  18;};^  Mr.  Fi>ke 
l)urchascd  ot  Dr.  Abi-aham  Allen  his  entire  interest  in  the  <;ristmill 
antl  tile  water  power  of  the  ()uinel»auu-  river,  to>^-elher  with  considei- 
able  adjoinin*;  land,  lie  sticn;;! hencd  and  enlar^-ed  the  dam,  com- 
menced by  Dr.  Allen,  and  which  is  now  calletl  Nt».  1  dam.  at  a  <;reat 
expense  and  in  a  thorou;;h  manner.  Near  the  site  of  th''  i>resent  No. 
,1  mill  he  decided  to  build  another  mill,  under  th(^  name  of  the  (ilobe 
Manufacturing  ("o.,  but  which  was  not  incorporated.  This  mill  was 
constructed  entirely  of  stone,  <4'athei-ed  from  the  ctmnlr}-  thneaboul  s, 
and  was  one  hundred  and  eij;hty  feet  lon^-,  forty  ieet  wide  and  live 
stories  hi^h.  The  bm<;',  stone  tenement  buildinj;-,  now  calleil  the 
•"French  Block,"  was  erected  about  the  same  time,  and  both  of  tln-se 
were  tlnished  in  the  early  pait  of  the  year  1835.    To  com[ilete  both  of 
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these  l)uil(lin<;s  it  was  a;;aiii  necessary  to  place  a  nu)^t^a^•e  on  llie 
])roi)erty. 

(  stated  at  the  beginnini;'  ot  my  sketch  ol'  Fiskdale  that  I  had  been 
unal)le  to  tind  out  definit(dy  when  the  \  il la«;(Mu  sl  came  lo  he  know  n 
by  that  name,  ]»ut  it  seems  to  me  now  that  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
presume  that  it  was  between  the  years  ot  1S27  and  IS'ili  when  Jo^iah 
.1.  Fiske  and  liis  biother  Ih'iiry  cliani^ed  the  villauc  ti-(»m  an  a_i;ii- 
c'ultural  one  to  a  manut'acturiiii;-  one,  by  the  l)uildin_i!;  ot,  and  i)Uttinj^ 
into  operation,  its  lirst  cott(»n  mill,  and  thi-reby  laying- 1 he  toundations 
ot  the  prominence  wliicli  it  lias  today  in  that  feature. 

In  the  )-ear  1834  Henry  Fiske  retired,  selling-  out  his  interest  in  tlie 
Quineb.iuo- Manufacturini;,-  Co.  to  his  brother,  Josiali  .1.,  and  liecame  a 
resident  of  Leslie,  IMich.  On  April  1st,  iSliS,  Charles  Kvereli  ot  Jios- 
ton  took  a  lease  ot  tlie  i)roi)erty  of  the  (ilobe  Manufacturing-  Co..  and 
also  a  k^ase  <d'  the  Quin(d)au*;-  Manufacturing'  Co.,  and  the  next 
year  formed  the  coi'poration  of  the  St uibrid^^c  Cotton  .Mills. 

'Die  jx'tition  to  the  Cen.eral  ('<nirt  lo  ini-orpoi-ate  the  Sturbi'id^c 
Cotton  Mills  was  ^'ranted  on  .Mai'ch  'ilhd,  l.s;{(;,  and  ^vas  tt)r  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing'  ci»tton  :ind  wool  in  the  t(»wu  oi  St ui  bridi^'e,  to 
hold  ival  estate  to  the  amount  (jf  titty  thousand  dol lars,  and  the  whole 
capital  stock  of  the  coiporat ion  not  to  exceed  tlie  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred and  tifty  thousand  dollars.  Tbe  names  of  I  he  incorporatoi  s  were 
Charles  F^verett,  NVilliam  I'l-k,  Henry  H.  Mather,  their  associates 
and  successors. 

At  a  meetin-;'  ludd  on  May  10th,  JS;?(;,  the  inc(n-[»oi-ators  jn'oceedeti 
to  oi'^'anize  the  company  !)}'  electing;  direct  ors  and  ollicei's,  and  Samutd 
F.  P.  Fay,  William  Fisk,  and  Aaron  Rice  were  duly  elected  directors; 
Charles  lA'crett,  ti'easurei-,  and  Henry  15.  Mather,  cb'i'k.  It  was  voted 
at  tliis  meeting;' that  Samuel  F.  1*.  Fay  be  autlioii/.ed  to  [)ui'chase  tlie 
factory  with  the  buildin,i;'S,  water  })ower,  machinery  and  stock  of  the 
Globe  Manutacturin^i;  Co.  situated  on  the  westerly  baid;  of  the  (.^)uine- 
bau>^  river,  as  now  held  under  a  k'ase  from  the  (ilol)e  Manufacturing;' 
Co.,  and  .Josiah  J.  Fiske.  All  that  was  actually  i)urchased  at  this 
time,  however,  was  the  nnicliinei-y  and  stock,  autl  the  lease  of  the 
stone  nnll,  which  stood  where  the  (^ardiui;'  room  of  No.  1  mill  is  now^ 
the  stone  block,  and  a  few  other  buildinu's,  but  no  real  estate. 

At  the  annual  meeting-  of  tlu'  stockIiolder>  in  ls;{7,  it  was  voted  to 
increase  the  capital  stoi'k,  and  to  purcbase  ilie  propert}'  in  and  about 
the  biick  mill  owned  by  the  (^)uinebau^'  Manufacturin;*-  Co..  but,  a> 
hefoi-e,  the  actual  purchase  was  of  the  mai  hinei'y.  stock  and  the  lease, 
and  no  real  estate,  thus  nud-Ling  the  proj»ei  ty  of  the  Sturhriilj^e  Cotton 


^lills  consist  of  one  mill  and  machinery  held  niHlcr  a  lease  from  the 
(^)uinel)auu;  Mainiracturinii'  Co.,  and  ilie  other  mill  held  nndei-  a  le.i-e 
from  the  (jllohe  Manutai'tnrin^-  ("o.  and  .Jo-iali  d.  I'^i  -ke,  the  machinery 
and  stock  in  hoth  mills  hein;;- (Hviu'd  hy  Ihe  Snirhrid;;c  >Ianutactur- 
in^  Co. 

On  April  IC.tln  ]S::5(),  dosiah  d.  Fiske,  Chailes  Everett.  Willard 
Sayles,  Khenezer  I),  Aminidown,  Moses  Pliniiitoii  and  Lai'kin  Anniu- 
down,  their  associates  and  successors,  ncre  ineor|»oial ed  under  the 
name  of  the  (^uinehaui;-  K'eservoii'  C<».  lor  the  purpose  ol  eon<t  met  ini; 
reservoirs  at  the  sources,  an^l  upon  the  se\cral  trihutary  streanr<,  of 
the  (^)uinel)au«2,'  ri\-er,  to  increase  the  water  power  of  said  riser,  for 
the  mutual  hentdit  (d'  the  iuills  and  manufaet  urinii;  estaldishmenls  upon 
the  said  river. 

And  on  Fehruary  2'Jnd,  IS,"}?,  Geor^-e  Odiorne,  do^iah  d.  i*1ske  and 
d.  . I.  Fales  petitioned  the  Genn-al  ( 'oui  t  for  a  i;rant  to  i nt-oi  poi'ate 
the  Odiorne  Mamd'aclurin;:,' Co.,  f(U'  the  purjiose  <d  manufact  ui  ini;- 
nnu'hinery,  cotton  and  woolen  ^"oods.  to  hold  real  estate  not  to  ex- 
ceed tliree  lumdred  tiiousand  dollars,  and  the  ca]»ital  st(jck  not  to  ex- 
ceed five  hun(h*ed  thousand  dollars.  To  this  company  wert'  de<'ded 
tlie  sites  of  the  Glohe  and  (^uinehauii;  Mamd'aclurini;'  Companies,  ami 
all  the  real  est.'de. 

d'hc  Sturhritlii'e  Cotton  Mills  were  xcvy  prosi)erous  for  the  tirst  lour 
years,  p:iying  l.aru'e  di\  iden(ls  hoth  in  ca>h  and  hy  is-uitit;-  more  stock, 
hut  in  the  years  IS  11  and  IS  12  the  company  Itecame  in\'ol\  ('d  in  linancial 
dilliculties,  owinij,'  ))artly  to  the  settlement  of  the  e>tate  (d  dosiah  d. 
Fiske,  who  died  in  the  year  IS.'jS,  pai'tl\'  to  the  failui-e  of  the  ()diorne 
Manufai'turin^'  Co.,  which  had  mortL;-ai;('d  all  (d  the  real  estate,  andalsi> 
to  the  failure  of  tin*  lirm  of  which  the  ticasurer  and  clerk  of  the 
'ct»rporat ion  were  nuMuhei's.  It  was  found  nece>sar\'  to  sell,  convey 
and  disj)ose  of  any  or  all  of  the  estate  in  order  to  secure  or  ])ay  the 
several  dehls  and  liahilities  of  hoth  t'on>panies.  In  the  ycai'  lsi:{,  the 
!Sturhri(l*^e  Cotton  >Fdls  elected  n<-w  ollic-ei'S.  Aaron  JJice  hein^' 
chosen  treasui'cr;  and  there  were  sevei-al  changes  in  the  li>t  ol  stock- 
holders, as  well  as  the  hoard  <d'  directors,  and  the  comjiany  found  it- 
self ahle  to  i)ay  oUdts  own  dehts  to  the  several  hanks  and  also  to  dis- 
cliai-^e  the  mort^ajic  and  notes  of  the  (Jlohe  Mamifacturinu-  Co.,  to- 
liether  with  the  nn»rt_!j,'ai;'e  nnide  hy  tlu'  (^|uinehau;j,'  Maiutlactui  int;' Co., 
and  to  seciu-e  a  tit  le  of  the  I'eal  estate  ol  both  coin[)anies,  and  in  IS  If), 
just  two  years  later,  the  company  was  a;;ain  prosperous  and  continued 
so  until  the  year  ISCO,  wJien  it  was  absorbed  b)  the  i)resent  com[)any 
—the  FiskdaK"  Mills. 
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It  was  ill  the  y«'ar  of  1SI2  that  tlic  Inst  post  ollirc  \va<  ('>tal)lNli(Ml  ;it 
Fiskdal.'. 

'riHM'c  is  i-;illi('r  a  peculiar  (■ii\'iiiii>t aiuM-  in  llic  !aci  thai  two  jxTsons 
<»!'  the  same  naiiic  aiul  yd  not  rclatcil  nearer  tiian  ilie  lourtli  aiul  liltii 
iicneratioiis,  sliould  heeoiiie  intere.-leil  in  tlie  nia iiu laet  iii  in^'  ttu-iiie<-; 
at  Kislvdale.  '!"lie  \\  illiam  Fi<l^  w  lio  \\  as  one  oi  tlie  incorporators 
and  one  ol'  the  directors  of  the  St iirl nid^c  Cotton  Mills  was  a  roidcnt, 
of  ( "and) i-id !;•(',  Mass..  and  was  intere-ted  in  the  shippin;^'  t)iisincss, 
with  Aaron  Kice,  hoth  in  that  cit}'  and  l>«»si((ii.  and  the  lirni  (d'  I'i-k 
c'v:  nice  hecanie  interested  in  tli<' \'i!  lauc  (d'  Fiskdale  and  il^  po->iliilit  ie.~, 
throu:j,li  some  notes  which  tliey  held  ot  the  ( ^)ni nej »a ul;'  .Manutact  iir- 
inu'  Co. 

William  Fisk  icmained  a  dii-eetor  ot  t  he  St  inhiidi^v  (ott<»n  Mills 
until  the  year  18*).").  when  he  retir<'d  t'lom  all  acti\<'  l)u-ine>.-.  In  the 
same  year  Aai'on  IMceietired  t'r<Muthe  tJt'a<urershi])  ot  tlie  coinjiany. 
Simeon  A.  Drake,  the  a^'enl  since  ls;>-J,  takini;'  hi^  place. 

in  the  liiiancial  panic  of  1S,">7  the  lirm>  and  companies  to  which  the 
.Sturhi-id,u-e  Cotton  Mills  liad  sold  their  cloth-,  tailed,  and  it  wa-tound 
necessai\y  to  close  1  he  inil is  for  ahont  a  yeai'.  In  the  yeai'  IS,")'.!  the 
mills  were  a_i;ain  st ait ed.  with  dames  < ',  J'isk  ol  Camltrid^c,  ^la-s., 
as  treasurei-.  which  position  he  iield  nidil  his  death  in  l^sf). 

!''rom  tinu.'  to  time  1  he  com|)any  huilt  more  tenement  <  ami  purcha'^ed 
more  real  estate,  hut  it  was  not  until  the  ^car  iSdH  when,  the  water 
sui)ply  ot  the  (^)uinel)a\i*j,'  ri\-ei'  iia\  ini;-  heen  Ncry  mm  h  increased  hy 
the  makim;'  of  lari;e  res»'r\ oirs.  new  and  lar^('l•  ndiU  were  erected, 
many  HU)re  tenements  huill.  and  a  L^i'ueral  im[)ro\ tanent  to  the  wiiole 
village  accomi)lished. 

1  n  this  yeai- tlie  corpor.ale  name  of  the  Stui-l)iidi:'e  Cotton  Mill- 
was  ehanne<l  l)y  aut  hority  I'rom  I  he  (o'Uci-al  Court  to  the  l-'iskdale 
Mills. 

In  May  of  the  same  y<'ar  ^^dl•k  was  he^iin  on  the  ])i-eseid  \o.  1  mill, 
al)out  lifty  feet  north  of  the  (dd  >tone  null,  and  a  year  oi'  two  latei- 
t he  old  st one  nnl I  was  taken  down  and  the  present  eardinu'  lOdU! 
huilt.  This  mill  is  one  Imndred  and  eiuht  y-t  w  o  feet  loni;'  and  >e\cnly 
feet  w  ide  :  1  Ik"  L  e\t<'nsi(m  se\'  iity-t  wo  feet  hmu'  and  lilt  y--i\  lect 
wide.  The  foundation  of  all  parts  id'  the  mill  I'c-t  upon  ->.lid  rock. 
No.  1  dam  vs'as  also  rehuilt  at  this  time,  a-  well  as  the  canal. 

The  oriuiiial  hrick  null,  now  called  \o.  2.  was  no!  takmi  down,  hut 
w  as  cnlaru^cii  hy  niakinu'  tlie  present  addilicuis  to  hoth  end-,  aiioi  her 
snuiU  one  hein<i;  made  in  the  year  188t)  on  the  end  toward-  Main  street, 
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new  and  niodcni  iiiacliinery  hcini;-  put  in  rlironi;lioiir.     The  canal  ;ind 
dams  were  also  r('l)uilt. 

The  old  tcnenicnts  were  rcinodelt'd,  and  thlily  n<'\v  ones  i)ailr. 
New  streets  were  hiid  out,  and  the  old  ones  ;:'radi'd,  A  small  icscr- 
voir  was  built  on  the  hill  and  eonncftcd  with  some  of  the  tiMH'mcnts 
and  several  li3'drants.  The  \-illa;L;"e  hein;^-  lull  ot  ^ood  sjjrin^'s.  it  was 
ihou^'lit  uniieeessai'v  to  supply  the  drinkini;'  watt-i-  in  this  manner, 
and  the  reservoir  was  built  tor  the  puipose  ot  protection  in  e;i-e  of 
tire  until  the  tire  i)umps  of  the  eninpany  eould  l)e  started.  \\  ilhin 
the  i)asttW'o  years  the  Fiskdale  Mills  have  eonstrueted  anoiliei-  reser- 
voir capable  of  lioldin*^-  •J00,000  .iiallons,  eaeh  house  Ixdon^iiii;-  to  the 
Fiskdale  >rdls  bein;;'  now  connected  and  eujo^ini;'  the  i>ri\ile^-es  of 
water  from  the  reservoirs.  'I'he  buildin;^,-  called  Otis  hall  \\as  built  in 
1874.  In  fact,  the  whole  tone  of  the  villa;i;('  Avas  chaniifd.  Fi'om  hav- 
i]i^"  tlie  ai)peai'ance  of  a  run-dow  n  and  woi  n-out  concern,  it  beeanu-  a 
pretty,  healthy  and  successful  factoiy  village. 

lint  before  I  close  1  ^visll  to  mention  one  other  industry  of  the  vil- 
]ag<',  and  to  say  also,  that  I  am  extreniely  sorry  not  to  have  l»een  able 
to  find  out  more  about  it.  !n  the  limited  time  that  I  have  had  to 
f^atlier  what  infoi-mation  1  could,  I  have  been  eontined  princii)ally  to 
tlie  Fiskdale  Mills  and  its  i»redeeessors,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ' 
look  up  thoi-ouiihly  the  Allen  family,  one  of  whom  A\as  tlie  liisl  set- 
tlers of  the  village,  and  anothei-  the  lirst  to  i-eali/.e  the  jxisslbility  of  V 
using  ])Ower  of  the  (^uinebau;;-  river. 

As  early  as  the  year  1780  tliere  was  carried  on  in  the  villa;;e  the 
manufacture  ol'  i)umps,  ai:d  this  bu>iness  was  conducted  by  Abner 
Allen  for  over  fifty  yeais.  In  the  yeai-  18;{0  his  i;randson,  Lit)erty 
Alien,,  chani;ed  the  business  to  that  of  tanninii,'  hides,  and  until  a  N'cry 
recent  date  that  ])nsine,ss  has  been  continued  on  the  same  site  wiiere 
Abner  Alb'n  beoan  the  manufacture  of  pumps. 
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Ill  tlu' y<';ii"  177.'i,  forty-six  years  ;irici- tlic  lirsi  sell  Iciiinit  <»(  Siiir- 
hrid^v  l.y  lamilics  Iroin  Mcltidd,  David  W'iuiit  S(dd  hi-  iH-.>|)crty 
1  here,  and  caiiic  |()  iool;  tor  a  Iikuh'  in  tiiis  "i)art  (d'  llic  connlry." 
Likr  most  of  the  early  sett  Ids.  he  simuht  out  land  oil  the  slreain^. 
;is  the  N\aler  jtowcr  was  nee<led  for  their  saw  and  ^ri-tndll-.  It 
is  stated  that  Mr.  \Vi;4ht  made  two  trip-  from  Meillield  and 
\  ie\\ cd  t  w  (>  t  rai-ts  of  land  in  w  hat  w  a>lhen  a  den-e  w  ildei  iie-> -one  \ 
now'  w  ithin  the  limits  (d'  llcdlaiid,  and  the  otlier  n\  here  t he  settle- 
ment was  aftci-w'ards  made.  Mr.  W'iiiht  w.is  nndecided  which  tract  <d 
land  lo  hiiy,  so  the  important  matter  was  \ri\  with  Mr-.  W  iuht  to 
settle,  and  whichever  location  slionid  seem  to  her  the  most  de-iral»le 
was  to  \)v  then-  future  home.  AcH'ordinuly,  preparation-  Wi-w  made, 
and  Mrs.  Wiii,-lil  set  our  on  her  journey  cm  hor>ehacI<.  At  tlii-  early 
jx'riod  there  were  (Uily  a  few  settlements  iietwceii  Medti(dd  and  Stur- 
l)rid^'(',  and  it  must  ha\t'  heeii  a  perilous  trip,  l^'roni  rec(U-ds  of  I)a\id 
W'in'lit,  Jr.,  we  learn  that  'vShe  started  on  her  Joui'iiey  through  the 
wilderness  on  horsehack,  with  [n-o\  isions  in  a  pair  id'  old  saddleha^s. 
sullicieiii  to  supply  her  wants  wlieii  outside  the  limit-  (d  iiuman  '>.ahi- 
tation.  The  road  o\ (M- a  u'ood  part  (d'  the  way  wa-  hut  a  iiiei-e  carl 
track,  and  in  fact  a  portion  of  it  was  hut  a  single  path,  ti'aced  l»y  a 
line  td'  marked  t  rees.*" 

Mrs.  AN'i^hl  visited  hotii  tracts  (d'  land  de-iaihed  t)y  her  hu-l-aiid. 
aiul  at  <tnce  decided  (ui  the  iocati<m  in  St ui-hridi;-e.  ( >n  her  return  to 
JMedtitdd  the  contract  was  immediately  cdosed  with  Mr.  Brattle  (d 
Cauihrid^c,  wliere))y  Mr.  \\  ii;ht  was  deecietl  KHIU  r.ci-e.'  lA    land  for 
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^laOO.OO,  :iiul  oil  '-'I'licsday,  tlit-  tenth  day  of  ^May,  1771.  tlicV  started 
with  then'  family  and  ;^'()<)ds,  tor  tlicir  new  lioiiic  in  St urhi  id;;^/" 

From  tlic  records  it  aj)i)ears  that  tliey  went  to  I ' xhrid^c  the  tirst 
day,  the  next  to  Oxford  plains,  andhde  ill  the  cNciun;;-  of  the  thii'd 
day,  arrived  on  the  spot  whe'-e  was  lo  he  tlieir  home — which  is  uf 
l)r('sent  tlie  h)eation  ot  the  residence  ol  (;eor;^e  l'^.  iriciiards.  '^\n 
accident  occurred  to  one  of  tlie  teams  in  pa-sin^'  from  (  harUon  to 
Sturhi'id^'e,  which  [jlact'd  in  Jeopardy  the  life  of  one  (d'  the  childien. 
The  youii;j,('St  son,  Alpheus,  then  about  three  years  old.  had  heen 
l)laced  on  tlie  load  of  ^oods  that  was  lo  he  dii\t'n  liy  hi>  lather.  Jiy 
some  means,  in  passinu'  ihroui;h  tlie  <  haiiton  wood-,  the  load  Nvas 
upset,  and  the  child  was  found  al  the  foot  of  a  stee])  place,  suriound- 
ed  with  chests  and  haiacds.  lie  was  not  hurt,  however,  and  tlie  ^-oods 
were  loadeil  ai^ain,  and  the  teams  went  <m  their  way/"  The  [ilace  se- 
lected for  theii'  home  is  described  as,  "A  doolate  w  ilderne>s,  foi-  a 
mile  each  way,  except  a  lew  ai'res  of  land  around  the  spot,  which 
were  cut  o\'er  by  a  Mi'.  \V Intt'ock."  Mr.  Wii^lit  j)roceeded  at  once  to 
(dear  the  land  as  last  as  [xtssible,  and  -Tn  177.")  they  had  line  (•r(»i)s  (d' 
»;rass  and  i;"rain."*  in  177()Mr.  \\'ii;ht  built  a  lari;*'  barn  easi  of  the 
house,  between  the  loads,  where  it  remained  until  \^'42.  In  17.sl  he 
buiit  a  .sawmill  over  Cedar  brook,  just  south  of  the  arched  bridi;e.  on 
land  now  owned  by  (ieor^'e  \\'i<;ht.  'I'his  mill  was  burned  and  rtd)uilt 
in  1802.    Sonu'  (d'  the  timber^  can  still  be  seen, 

lnl7S7  he  built  a  new  house  which  he  (K-iaipied  until  his  death. 
'J'his  hmise  was  burned,  and  Mr.  rnderwood  built  ids  preseui  eommo- 
dious  house  on  the  same  site.  As  Mr.  \Vii;ht  said,  '•This  was  acledce 
s[»ot  on  which  to  Iniild  a  beautiful  house.""  The  next  year  he  built 
barns  and  sheds,  \\'e  see  by  the  dates  <;-iven  that  all  these  building's 
were  put  up  durin;;"  lh»,'  Revolutionary  war,  ^vhen  luices  were  N'cry 
lii;j,h,  and  many  articles  were  dillieult  to  oi)iain. 

David  N\'ii;'ht  liad  I'our  sons,  three  <d'  whom  settled  near  their  lath- 
er's home,  and  no  doulit  on  land  included  in  the  oriii'inal  *;"rant. 
David,  the  oldest  son,  built  tlie  second  hou<e  in  Witiiit  \'illai;-(\  it 
bein^'  located  on  the  same  ;;round  as  the  laru'e  fiouse  now  ow  ned  by 
C.  !  >.  I'ai^^'e.  This  ^vas  built  in  17S.S,  and  lifteen  years  later  w  as 
ino\'ed  to  its  present  location,  a  little  to  the  southwest,  and  in  17'.iS 
a  much  larger  house  was  built  on  the  same  site.  This  is  ihe  oii<'  now 
used  by  Mr.  Pai^-e  as  his  summer  resideiu-e.  Oliver,  the  second  son, 
built  the  hous<'  and  lived  wheie  (Jeoriic  A\  i<;iit  now  i"sides.  In  178*.>, 
Festus,  another  son,  eoinmenci'<l  buildinii'  the  hou<e  now  occupied  by 
the  present  Alpheu^  \Vi;;lU,  but  before  it  wa<  c-omi)!eted  he  dieil  and 


i 


27 


the  work  was  tiiiish(>d  by  Alpliciis,  the  y<)Uii<5<'<t  son,  before  rcift'i'i  i'd 
to. 

(.'aptaiii  Alplieus  >Vii;iit,  as  lu;  was  calh d,  is  f;])i)k('n  of  as  a  very 
farsi«i,litiM.]  and  I'apal)!^  man.  1  sjicak  partienlarly  of  liiin,  as  it  was 
('ai)tain  \Vi^;-ht  who  i-onceivcd  the  idea  of  and  c'on>n-u<-t<Ml  tlu*  ])i-('>('nt 
canal,  <»n('-liaif  iniic  in  length,  lliat  supplii's  water  to  ibc  an^'cr  fac- 
tories, lie  will  be  renieuibei-('d  as  the  man  who  ]ti-ci»are(l  the  way  f(»r 
tli<'  llatterin^'  i)rosiierity  of  this  xiila^'e.  Work  was  startetl  on  the 
canal  in  17'.)S.  The  excavating'  was  all  done  with  the  old-fa<hioned 
iron-shod  wootlen  shovels.  Mr.  A\'i,uht  paid  lifty  cents  a  day  for 
labor.  These  wei-e  not  days  of  ei,i;-ht  h(tnrs,  as  at  present,  but  from 
sun  to  sun.  In  two  years  the  canal  and  dam  were  complettMl.  Also 
a  gristmill  al)out  40x51)  feet,  which  stood  on  the  same  ;j,i-uun<l  as  th<'. 
^vest  end  of  the  present  main  aui;"cr  bit  factory.  This  mill  bcii^an  (tp- 
ei-ations  <  )clober  2  1th,  ISOl .  'I'he  lai  ii,*!  stones  used  in  ihe  eoiistrue- 
tion  (d  the  dam  were  i-ulled  from  the  hills  (»n  the  souili  >ide  of  the 
river.  We  wonder  now,  when  we  note  the  si/e  (»f  th(;  stones,  h<»\v 
many  there  are,  even  with  tbe  latest  impi-ovement s  in  maehinei-\'  and 
to(ds,  who  would  be  I'eady  to  undei'lake  a  ta,-k  <d  thi<  kind. 

A  saNN'mill  was  also  conipleletl  i>y  Mr.  \N'ii;ht  in  iStiO,  on  the  same 
race  way  and  on  the  same  locati(»n  a<  the  new  liwin  bit  factory,  built 
in  IDdl).  IJoth  the  saw  and  ,i;-i-isimills  continued  t<»  do  a  lai-i;-e  and 
thriving  business  for  more  than  (>0  years,  until  their  remo\al  for  more 
nuMlern  biuldings.  In  IS.'U)  the  sawmill  was  btirne(l.  but  \\a-<  rebuilt 
and  a  shiugie  mill  was  added  about  that  lime.  William  Wight  says 
that  they  sawed  as  many  as  25, 01)0  , shingles  a  week  tliere.  The  saw- 
mill was  used  until  duly,  ISSO,  when  it  was  bunu-d  and  was  not 
rebuilt,  l-'or  many  yeai's  btd'(M-e  it.  was  last  burne(l.  it  was  l  un  by 
Kliakim  Adams,  whom  many  now  reuiembei'.  The  gi  istmill  was  a 
very  busy  jjlaee,  as  grain  was  lu'oughi  fi'om  many  miles  around  to  be 
grcuind. 

In  1S52  Sn(dl  P»rotliei-s  bought  this  gristmill  and  moved  it  about 
200  feet  further  ea>.t  to  make  a  i)lace  for  a  large  taet(U-y,  and  was  tlien 
used  by  tln^  said  lirm  as  an  oHiee  and  packing  room.  This  was  after- 
ward bui-ned.  The  gi-istmill  maehinei'y,  w  ben  taken  froui  the  mill, 
was  bought  by  I  )avid  W iglit  and  used  by  him  in  his  iuills  furlhei- 
down  the  stream. 

A'ery  soon  after  ISOO  Captain  Al|»heus  Wight  er(H-ted  a  two  <i(uy 
wooden  factory  east  of  the  gristmill,  which  was  u<ed  for  a  carding 
and  fulling  mill,  foi-  the  cartling  o!  wool  and  the  diosing  id  cloth. 
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The  (.':irdin*i;  iiiacliiih^s  were  on  tlic  second  tlooi-  and  the  hiUinu;  nia- 
c'liincs  on  rlic  first  floor.  In  (jne  year  tlicrc  were  7,0()f)  ponnds  of  wool 
cai'dcd,  which  shows  fliat,  slicep  i-aisini;"  ^\'as  (|uir<'  aii  industry  in  this 
locality  at  that  time,  as  compared  with  the  i)ast  }'t'ar,  when  there  were 
oidy  14  sheei)  in  the  whole  town.  Just  w^est  of  tliis  mill  th  mc  \\  a<  a 
small  Ijuildiiii;'  al)out  l"ix2()  feet  where  cloth  was  colored.  I'he  eoliu- 
in<;"  was  all  done  in  larg"e  iron  kettl(^s,  with  prepai'atioirs  (d  llieir  ow  n 
manufacture.  The  fii-st  uhar,i»;<'  on  the  hooks  is  by  N\'i<i;ht  and  (  artei-, 
and  said  chai"«j;(^  was  made  in"  ISOI.  V\'e  have  been  unable  to  leai  ii 
an3'lhin*>'  rej^'ardint;'  said  Cartel',  l)ut  it  has  been  lhoui!;ht  that  he  was 
taken  into  the  firm  i)ecause  of  his  knowledi!;e  of  ihe  business. 
tirni  eoiitimied  in  b(U<ines<  for  -everal   \e:tr-,    -I ud-int;'   tr-hu  their 

b.H.k-.  1  h'-y  UiU-l  ba'.cdoln-  ;i    i^Mo  I  j...     ib.>-.-    Miin-  'I'bi- 

iiM --iuf-.-,         latei-  carried  on  by  (  aplaui  Aipbi-u-      i:;'u! .  .oi.i  b:  • 
Fe-tus  \\  i-i!t.    Still  later  on,  by   W'iiliaui   \\  i^lii   ami  li\in--0'!i 
Shumway.    1  )urin_i;- this  time,  for  a  few  years,  l'e>tn-  \N  i^bi  iiid  lb- 
wel  \N'aruer  made  cotton  batting-  and  candle  wicKiini;'  in  on  •  of  tb- 
roonrs  (»f  rhe  last  named  niills. 

hi  the  year  1841  Melville  Sneil  cauie  fr  uu  Tawt ui'ket,  K.  I.,  whei-e 
he  had  masiufactured  au;i-ers  and  bits  for  two  years.  He  fornted  a 
j»artnership  with  a  Mr.  'I'owne  under  the  firm  name  of  Towne  it  Snell 
for  the  uianufacture  of  augers  and  bits.  4'his  firm  coiuinued  oidy 
about  three  years,  wdien,  at  the  ijr^tance  <d'  Mr.  Snell,  Judson  Siuilh 
jiurchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  'J'ouiie  and  at  the  saiue  time  Mr.  SnelTs 
nephmv,  Otis  Snell,  who  was  a  skilled  mechanic,  ^\as  induced  to  move 
trom  Ware,  and  these  three  formed  a  i)artnership  of  Su)ith.  Snell  ct  Co. 

This  firm  continued  until  Novemb(M-,  iSoi),  ^^■hen  Lucius  Snell,  a 
youni;'er  brother  of  Otis,  who  had  been  em])loyed  by  the  tirm  for  a 
b'w  years  j)revious,  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Smith.  Then  Mel- 
\  ille  Snell  and  his  two  ne])he^\'s,  Otis  and  Lucius,  or^ain/ed  tlie  firm 
<d' Snell  ct  Brothers,  which  tirm  continu<'d  in  business  until  al)out  ISCl. 
l)eacon  Thomas  Snell,  lather  of  Otis  and  Lucius  Snell.  came  froiu  Ware 
about  1854  and  purchased  an  inter<'St  in  the  business,  tint  there  wa> 
no  chan;^-e  made  in  the  name  of  the  firm.  4")iouias  Snell  mamifactur- 
ed  au<i'ers  In  Ware  for  a  threat  many  years  under  the  name  of  T.  Snell 
t't  Co.,  and  his  father,  so  far  as  1  have  lieen  able  to  learn,  was  the  first 
to  mamifacture  auii'ers  in  this  coniUrA'.  The  \\'riter  i-ememl)ers  that 
Deacon 'I'homas  Snell  told  him  personally  that  the}'  made  aui;-ers  in 
^Vare  in  1790. 

Aui^ustine  Snell,  brother  of  Otis  and  Lucius,  also  came  fi'om  Ware 
to  this  town,  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.    Althoui;h  never  a 
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moinlnn-  of  tlio  fii-m,  ho  lojinicd  nil  \)uvt<  i»t'  llic  lui-iiicss.  roiitin- 
)ic(l  wirli  tlic  iM)iii]>:iiiy  until  liis  dcntli  iis  l^'ld  u.'ii  y,  ISDS. 

TIk"  SiK'lls  wi'vv  all  cliiir('liL:,i»iiii;'  iKMiplc  ;iii(l  were  ;il>(>  imisical.  At 
tlu'  C()nii-n'i;-:il i(»iial  ('liui c'li,  Stiii  hri(Ii;t\  ( )|  Sndl  played  the  violii). 
]M('lvi!l<'  Siu'll  the  doidilc  hass  vinl,  (now  a  cello),  and  TlK-odoiv  Siudl 
the  ori;-an.  I\ate  Snell  sani;'  tlie  s(do  pari-  when  re(|iMred,  and  Lucius 
and  Aui^'ustine  Sn<dl  sani;'  bass  and  tcnoi-.  respect  i \  (dy. 

Early  in  ISH'J,  one  cold  A\intcr*s  ni^lit,  I  lie  two-story  factory  in 
whicli  tlie  nianufacturino' was  done,  w  as  dc-t  royed  by  lire,  'i'be  lii  ni 
was  ui'«;-cd  to  coniinencc  business  in  other  places,  and  the  town  (d 
Warren  otlered  very  strong'  inducenieuts  to  L;-et  them  to  inoxe  iheii- 
l)usiness  thei-e,  where  Ci'ossnian's  chisels  ^\('l•e  alterwai-d  made.  'I'he 
company  v\as,  foi- a  time,  iiudined  to  accept  their  otVer,  but  the  citi- 
zens ot  Sturbiad^-e,  Ix-iui;-  anxious  t(»  keep  the  business  liere,  immedi- 


ately  stalled  a  subscrii)t ion  i)a 

pel-, 

under  date  ot  dan.  12, 

1S52. 

1m 

lowing  is  a  cojjy  ot  the 

names 

and 

!  amoiiiit  s  subscribed  : 

Festus  Wight, 

.s;10()  00 

1).  i\.  Porter, 

>5l0 

00 

Livingston  Sliumway. 

,  100 

00 

\(d>oii  Bennett, 

10 

00 

^ViHiam  Wight, 

50 

00 

[j'wis  INdton, 

5 

00 

A\'inthrop  W  ight. 

50 

00 

Ji.  Ilaynes, 

10 

00 

1).      1).  ^Vight,  ,Ir., 

50 

00 

Samiud  Harrington, 

15 

00 

Kmoiy  L.  liates, 

50 

00 

!  liu  a!  io  <  'hase, 

10 

00 

S.  A.  Drake, 

25 

00 

dohn  l'\ay, 

10 

00 

E.  SoulhwMck, 

25 

00 

( Jeorge  1  )avis. 

10 

00 

Enoch  ( 'ox, 

20 

00 

Will.  S.  Sanders, 

10 

00 

Alpheus  Shuinw'ay, 

20 

00 

W  m.  IL  ri.ham. 

10 

00 

('.  (;.,  Allen, 

25 

00 

( 'yrus  !■  ay, 

10 

00 

Alpheus  Trouty, 

10 

t)0 

doliuson  Shaw. 

15 

00 

Nathaniel  Walker, 

25 

00 

I'lmersoii  Johnson, 

25 

00 

l^]l)hi-aim  MoulKui, 

20 

00 

A.  r.  Taylor, 

20 

OO 

'I'otal, 

8770 

00 

Snell  &  Brothers  tinally  decided  to  resume  laisiiiess  at  the  old  stand 
and,  until  they  could  (M'ect  new  Imildings.  maiiutacttircd  in  the  large 
bi'ick  building  in  Fiskdale  that  was  l)uilt  ))y  'I'owne,  Chairec  A  Co.,  in 
1SI7.  This  building  is  now  known  as  the  rostollice  Imibling.  or 
Bates  block.  It  stood  about  100  feet  north  ol  its  present  location. 
This  factory  was  run  by  steam  jiower,  and  the  Snells  continued  in 
business  liere  until  the  completion  (d'  their  new  factories. 

The  company  commenced  early  in  tlies|)ring  (d'  lS52to  build,  Otis 
Snell  was  agf'iit  of  the  c(»nipany  at  that  time,  and  is  sp(»ken  of  as  an 
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'^enei'o'etic,  pushing  man.""  The  plans  tor  the  new  Imildinjjs  were 
(h'uwn  by  Jerome  Andrews.  On(!  was  a  two-story,  lOOx.'j^  stones 
buiklin*^,  erected  on  the  site  of  tlieold  one,  and  is  the  old  stone  I'aetoiy 
in  use  today.  This  factory  was  nearly  completed  on  July  jtth,  1852, 
and  a  great  eeleljration  was  held  thei-e,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  ( 
P.  P'iske,  Maj.  S.  A.  Drake  and  C'a[)t.  Avery  T.  Taylor,  ^lusii-  was 
furnished  ))y  the  Fiskdale  band  and  dinner  was  served  in  the  st'coiid 
story  of  tlie  building-,  by  I) wight  1*.  Johnson.  FouiHi  of  July  cele- 
brations were  great  affairs  in  those  days  and  were  i)ai  ti(,;ipated  in  by 
all  the  town'sT)eople.  The  princii)al  oi'ators  of  the  day  were  Dr. 
Bugl)ee  of  Chai'lton,  and  Kev.  jNIr.  Beebee,  ])astor  of  the  ("ongi-ega- 
tional  church  of  Sturbridge.  Dr.  Fiske  acted  as  toastmastei-,  and  in 
response  to  the  toast,  ^^The  Union,"  (ieorge  V.  ( ^orey  commenced  his 
r<'maiks,  which  elicited  great  a}»i)lause,  ))y  saying: 

''The  greatest  of  Unions  this  side  of  the  sea. 

Are  now  before  us — the  Tiug-  and  the  liee  

One  cures  tlie  souls,  and  the  other  the  liody, 
AVithout  the  use  of  wine,  gin  or  toddy." 

Lieut.  Joseph  IT.  Wlieelock,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  a  graduate  of  AVest 
Point,  was  stoi)ping  with  Mr.  Corey,  and  was  also  present  and  I'c- 
sponded  to  the  toast,  ''The  Uadies  of  the  (^uinebaug  Valley."  iS(iuire 
Hyde  and  many  others  of  the  town's  peojjle  also  took  part  in  the 
"speechmaking."  There  were  stationed,  south  of  the  building,  can- 
non and  small  artillery,  and  dui-ing  the  sjjeaking,  when  si)ecial  a})- 
])lause  was  called  for,  a  signal  was  given  by  waving  a  Hag  from  the 
window,  and  the  cannon  were  tired.  It  is  stated  that  this  celebration 
was  a  great  success. 

The  year  following,  1853,  two  more  factories,  nnide  of  the  same 
material,  were  constructed — one  three  stories  high,  100x45  feet,  and 
tlie  other  two  stories,  3Gx4G  IVet,  the  latter  with  tower  for  a  bell. 
Another  building  of  octagonal  form,  and  four  stories  high,  desigiud 
as  a  boarding  house,  was  also  completed  in  1854.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  our  town's  i)eople  who  still  rememl)er  the  stirring  debates  held 
in  the  large  room,  occupj'iug  the  upper  lloor  of  the  three-story  fac- 
tory, during  the  winter  of  1853-54.  The  leading  men  in  town  ])artici- 
pated.  The  Fiskdale  Baptist  society  held  a  sale  and  sui)per  in  this 
room  during  tlie  same  winter.  Great  preparations  had  been  made  for 
a  dedicatory  ball,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  Jan.  4tli,  1854,  Imt 
an  accident  in  the  factory,  causing  the  death  of  Mr.  McFarland  on  that 
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(l;iy,  jircvciitcd  its  Ix'iiii^  held.  'I'lic  IuihthI  scrvircs  <»f  Mf.  .Mcl-'ai-Iaiid 
\\<'|-('  lu'ld  ill  this  huildiii;;-. 

Tlic  main  otlicc  building-  now  in  liy  llic  Siicil  .Mami taniii  iiiii;  (  o. 
was  ))uilt  ill  LS58  l»y  !>•  1^.  \N'i.iilit  t'<ir  a  st<Hc.  and  was  ii-cd  a<  >ncli  by 
him  nntil  it  was  i>urrlia^iMl  hy  L.  !5alt'-.  i,;iicr  it  \va>  l)(Mi;;iil  by 
tlic  Sii(dl  M  aim  Tact  urmi;-  ( '(».  and  several  addilioiis  ba\'e  been  made  by 
lliem.  Piiof  t<»  tlie  i)urnini:,'  ot  Ilie  lacl»»iy  in  lsr)-J.  the  ^(Mitli  riMnii  on 
the  lower  fh)or  was  rente(l  to  a  Mr.  Allen,  who  made  cornets  and 
other  brass  instruments. 

I'^verett  Taylor  was  iKtokkeeper  Tor  Snell  tV;  brothers  I'or  several 
years,  l)Ul  went  West  in  "").")  oi- and  was  sueeeedt d  by  l-jnery  An- 
drews, wlio  eonlimied  to  Jill  tlii<  jiosiiion  and  also  to  do  eol leet iiii;-  and 
t  ravtdlin^-  I'or  the  eom[»aiiy  a-  lon^!,-  as  it  eomimied  in  iiusine-s.  Jle 
was  a  man  <d'  moslcxeelleiit  eharaeter,  and  alter  the  w  ;ii-  built  up  a 
laru-e  business.  With  a  li-ieiid.  he  invented  a  maehiiie  bir  iiiaKhii;- 
matches,  whic-h  sold  loi' a  i»i'ice  1  hal  eiiaided  liim  to  start  in  bu-ino-; 
lor  hims(d!,  at  Keiinel.Mink,  .Me.,  w  liicli  extensive  business  i-  now  tiper- 
aled  by  liis  sons. 

It  is  said  that  alter  the  new  buildings  wei'e  erect(-d  by  Snell 
Urotliers,  l)U>iness  was  <^ood  and  that  in  IS,")!  about  sevent)-!] \('  hands 
W(ire  emi)loyed.  At  that  time  they  had  expended  some  >;8(),()0().()l)  on 
huildiiiii's  and  impr()v<'ments.  In  1X57  there  was  a  i;,('neral  depression 
in  business,  which  continued  until  tli«'  su-^pensioii  (d'  business  by  fli(i 
lirm.  Alter  this,  the  business  was  run,  for  a  sliort  time,  by  Wtdls 
Draper,  with  Lucius  Snell  as  ai;('nt.  Ihisiness  still  c(»ntimied  dull  and 
unsatisractoi-y,  and  in  lS(i2  Bate-,  in  coniiec-tion  w  it h  .1 .  (  lark 

\\'ilson  tS;  ( 'o.,  wholesale  and  connnission  merchants  of  \ew  ^ Ork 
i-ity,  ]>urchased  the  bu>iness,  whicii  was  icoru'ani/cd  under  the  lirm 
name  of  Snell  Manul'acI urin<j,'  ('o..  Mr.  Uates  beini;'  resident  a^eiit. 
When  Mr.  IJales  took  possession  (d'  the  business,  in  18(!2.  he  at  once 
l)roceeded  to  «;■!•(  ally  eiilaru'e  the  capacity  ol  the  plant.  !iy  msiallim;- 
luwv  machiner)'  and  tlioroui;ldy  e(piippiin;- the  fact<M  ies  foi-  a  lai'i;,-e  and 
H'rowiiii;' business,  lie  was  the  lir>t  to  introduce  American  steel  iui  > 
the  manufai'ture  of  au;.^ers  and  bits.  I'^or  many  years  he  «i;ave  his 
personal  attention  to  the  details  of  the  business. 

In  ISOT  and  "(iS  the  sec(.nd  tloor  in  Ijuildini;'  Xo.  8  was  rented  to  I-'os- 
l<'r  c'C:  Lamb,  manufacturers  of  wooden  toot hpicks.  i'or  a  short  time 
they  did  a  thrivin_i;-  business,  but  were  obliged  to  mov(^  els(wvhere  be- 
cause tlicy  weie  not  able  to  ,i;-et  ])oi»lar  hnnl)er  in  sullii'ient  (piantities 
with(Uit  too  much  expense.  Whib'  here  they  furnished  employment 
to   a  numlier  of   }-oum;  people,  pat-kiiii;-  the  1oothi)icks  in  boxes 
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ivady  for  mai'kct.  This  company  also  made  tisliiii^r  njd^  to  a  limitcil 
extent.  Later,  this  room  was  i-ented  to  William  Tucker,  whom  many 
will  still  rememljer.  lie  was  an  invt-ntor,  and  iDany  patents  wcrt; 
i^ranted  him  from  the  [Inited  Stales  paleiil  ollice  on  dillert-nt  tool>  and 
maehiner3^  Amoni;"  the<e  miulK  he  mcntioiKMj  the  eriinpini;-  and 
twisting'  machines  now  used  hy  tlif  picsent  compaii}',  mateli  and  saw 
machines,  and  hall  hearin<i"s  as  used  on  t-ania^^cs  and  shatts  of  ail 
kinds.  As  early  as  LS7<i  he  sti-oii^ly  reconmicnded  ••jlall  hcaiiiii;^,"' 
and  liis  favoi'ite  expression  was,  ••i>all  !)earini;s  will  revolutioni/<'  the 
world."    We  see  his  pro]>hesy  has  c'ome  true  in  many  line<  id'  \\<»ik. 

In  the  earl}'  manufacture  of  the  au^^'cr  and  auii'er  hit,  the  au^cr  was 
made  Urst,  of  iron,  ^\'ith  just  (Mi<ru;;h  steel  Wfddcd  into  the  end  to  make 
the  cuttinti,'  i)art.  This  was  desiii,iiatcd  as  a  sterl  cut  an^cr.  It  had  a 
lon^i;  shank  which  was  hdt  in  the  rou:j,li,  not  tinished,  and  was  called 
a  tan<;'ed  aunei-.  These  auii;ers  were  made  in  many  sizes  and  weiv  st)ld 
hy  the  l)ox,  assorted  si/.es  of  101)  inches  jiat'ked  in  a  hox.  heaeon 
Thomas  Snell  told  the  wi'itei'  that  he  remendx-reil,  when  manufaetur- 
in;:,'  in  Ware, Of  shii)pin;:,"  j^'oods  packed  in  t  his  mamirr,  oNcrland  to  i>os- 
ton,  and  receivini>'  a  retui-ii  load  of  steel  and  su|)plies.  Later,  the  tin- 
ished au<>'ers  and  hits  were  all  rolled  in  paper  })ackau('s  of  one-fourth 
and  one-half  do/.en  each,  accoi'diin;'  \n  sizes,  until  ahout  1S5S,  whvn 
jKiper  hoxes  wei'e  lirst  introdui'cd  for  this  puipo-e.  'i'he  comiiany 
])urcha.-ed  th<'  plain  cai'dhoard  ;',nd  dillercnt  colored  i»apei-.  I  or  covcriiiii; 
the  hoxes,  the  hoard  heini;'  scored  to  sizes  i'e(|uil-ed.  The  vs'orl-:  of 
making;'  the  hoxes  was  put  (»ut  to  the  families  livini;'  near.  Still  later, 
the  <;'oods  A\('i-e  all  sohl  for  so  uiuch  ])er  (juarter  inch,  and  after  this 
they  were  all  listed  hy  the  dozen,  with  discouiits  lor  the  trade,  which 
is  th»i  present  custom  in  all  factories.  {  poii  the  use  of  American  -teid 
and  the  redut'tion  on  j»rice  of  same,  iron  was  done  away  with,  and  the 
<;-o()ds  were  made  eiUireiy  <d'  steel.  MaiiN'  new  meth(»ds  and  piocesses 
were  ado|)ted  so  as  to  hetter  linish  the  ;;()ods,an(l  the  present  couiiiany 
has  heen  awarded  tii'st  award  medals  for  superioi'  tinish  and  excellence 
<d'  manufacture,  from  world's  fair>  and  exhil)iti(»iis.  up  to  the  prex-nt 
time. 

Lntil  lSS;j  tlie  company  had  maimfactui-etl  oidy  one  line.  This  w;is 
known  as  the  douhle  twist  aui;('rs  and  hits.  It  was  then  decided  to 
manufacture  ship  au,:;-ers  and  hits,  and  the  X'aiaiey  i)roi)erty  at  East 
Hrimlield,  north  of  the  river,  was  purchased  for  this  ))us(ness,  and  still 
later  the  pi'opeit}'  on  the  south  >ide  was  houulit  in  addition.  Se\eial 
extensions  and  a  new  foi-i;c  factory  ha\('  heen  ei-ected,  all  of  which 
are  operated  h}-  the  compan\-.    W  hen  these  i;'oods  were  put  <ui  the 
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in:ii-k('t,  ill  1884,  tlu're  wns  only  oiu'  otlici'  factoi-y  in;ilviiiii-  tliis  chiss  of 
^•oods.  Todjiy,  in  the  United  St;itt'S  nloiic,  tlic]-f>  ;ir<'  ('ii;lil  factories 
and  keen  foinpctitoii,  and  ^oods  are  seliini;-  for  iinu  li  less  tliaii  lialf 
the  i)ri('e  tliey  M'cre  selliiii^'  for  ill  18S  f.  \\'illi  iinprovetl  nietiiods  and 
^Ivilled  workmen,  tlie  eouipany  maintains  the  lend  in  tliis  liraiicli  of  its 
husiiiess,  also,  with  inereasinu,-  sales  eaeli  yeai".  The  eomjiau}'  is  cm- 
]>loyin;i;  at  the  pi-eseiit  time  ahont  tifty  workmen,  at  this  factory,  and 
laiTxer  extensions  are  planned  foi-  this  yeai". 

On  Jan.  1,  1881,  Mr.  Hates  was  succeeded  by  Kufus  E.  Bond  as 
ajj:ent,  lie  retaining'  the  po.'jitioii  of  i>resldent and  treasurer.  Mr.  lioiid 
continued  with  the  eomjiany  until  Ai)ril  1st,  18S,S,  when  he  w  as  >uc- 
eeeded  hy  the  writer,  who  has  continued  as  a;;-enl  and  manager  to  the 
present  time. 

The  .Snell  .Manufactiirin<;' Co.  was  incorpoiated  under  the  laws  of 
the  state  of  New  \'ork,  in  iSSo,  with  K.  T..  liates  president  and  ti'eas- 
iirei-.  A\'hii-h  ()o<ition  he  licld  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  Xovemher, 
1!)()().  W.  K'umliul  W  ilson  of  Xew  \'ork,  who  had  I x'cii  vice  pic-ident , 
was  then  elected  ])rcsident  and  ti-easurer. 

One  line  of  _i:,iiiilets  were  made  hy  the  Snells.  Since  then,  in  ahour 
1882,  the  ( Jerman  and  double  cut  ,i;'oods  were  made,  and  Irom  ISSS  to 
ISDO.  a  lar«j;er  variety  of  ;:,iudets  and  small  tooU  have  been  added  to 
the  line,  such  as  handled  screw  driNcrs,  cold  (.'hisels,  nail  sets,  reamei  s,  ^ 
counter  sinks,  ice  ])icks,  ])unches,  etc.  All  these  aild  _i2,'reatly  to  the 
line  of  i!;oods,  and  now  are  impoitant  lines  oi'  the  liu>iness.  'I'he  man- 
ufacture of  carpenters"  boi-iiii:,'  machines  has  always  been  an  im])ortant 
])art  of  tlie  business.  In  18()2,  the  company  bought  the  |)atent  of  an- 
<iular  borinj;'  machiin^s  of  (leor^'e  F.  lJic(%  and  for  year-  many  thou- 
sands were  sold,  but  since  coiit  ractors  and  i)uildei-s  be^'an  ])Uttini;'  up 
])allooii  frames  in  place  of  the  old  framed  building's,  thei'c  has  been 
less  sale  on  boriui^  machines  than  in  former  year>. 

In  February,  I81)r),  the  two  larn'c  fact(u-ies,  built  in  1851,  with  con- 
tents, were  destroyed  liy  tire.  Work  was  immediately  be^iin  on  new 
foundations,  and  i)lans  w(M(' drawn  foi'  a  one-siory  building-.  I."i0\l() 
feet.  This  buildiiii;-  was  complied,  and  business  resumed,  Sepleml)ei- 
1st  of  the  same  yt-ar,  Sinc<'  then  there  have  Ix-eii  several  additions 
to  this  factory. 

I )uriiii;- the  i)ast  yeai- the  c(uupany  lias  built  a  new  one-<tory  fac- 
tory, 1)7x38  leet,  on  the  same  site  as  the  original  sawiuill  liuilt  by 
( 'ai)t.  Alpheus  ^^■i^•ht  in  1800,  f(u- the  maiiufactui'c  (»f  the  Irwin  bir. 
'Jliis  bit  has  a  solid  center  stem,  and  is  comini;-  into  favor  more  each 
year  ^^■ith  the  best  class  of  mechanics.    There  are  about  t\\ cut \'-li ve 


iiK'ii  ciiiphtyt'd  oil  this  lu-w  if  lui-iiicss  coiitiinics,  lu*  doiiltt 

cxtciisictiis  will  he  iict'cssai-y  in  iIk'  wmv  riitiirc.  TlifTc  is  liTciit 
dcinand  for  tin-  products  of  these  I'artoi'ies.  and  i^oods  tnc  heiiiL:.' 
shipped  to  every  country  on  the  niohe. 

Trevlous  to  the  rel»uildin_i;'  (d  tlie  lactorie<  l)y  Snell  c^-  limihers,  thi- 
parr  of  Sturl)i'id^'e  was  l^nown  as  "Wi;;'!!!  \'illai;-e."  and  it  is  so  called 
hy  many  today.  1  )ui-in;^' tlie  boom  (d'  1  S.l-J-,")."),  >e\('ial  houses  were 
huilt  Ity  [irivate  indivithial-.  aiiKUiii-  them  the  laruc  larmiiou-e.  huilt 
anil  n(»\v  oi-cui)ied  hy  William  W'iuht.  It  \\a<  ahonl  thi-  time  tliat  ihi- 
viliaii-e  \s  as  tii'st  called  ^-Siudh  ille." 

In  ahout  is;{(),  Festus  \Vi^lit  huilt  a  hlack.-mit li  >li(»p  north  of  the 
I'oad,  opposite  tlie  *;ristnuli.  and  a  tew  years  lalei'.  ju<t  l(»  the  east  (d 
tlie  same,  he  huUt  a  oiK'-stoi-y  huildinij,'.  whicii  w  as  afterward^  u>ed  hy 
the  Snells  iu  the  m;iinifacture  ot  their  ^'oods.  The  late  l^x-.Mayiu- 
\\"iuhl  of  Sprin^'tieid  \\'orl;ed  in  t his  building'  lor  man\'  yeai>.  'I'lii- 
la>;t  named  huildiui^  was  afterward,  in  al)(»nt  iSfj-'i,  purchased  hy  tiie 
town,  moved  to  the  liill  Ju>l  west  of  the  l)l'es('nt  l-e-idelu-e  of  A.  II. 
Md^'erton,  and  i-emodeled  \'nv  a  schoolh(»u-e.  I'nlil  the  <chooI  wa- 
<»pene(l  in  tliis  hnildinj;-.  all  children  in  W  iuht  \'illai;e  v.cre  (»hlii;-e  '  to 
<j,(t  to  Sturltridn'e  t(»wn  for  educational  ad\;!ma^('>.  'There  were  no 
electrics,  neither  \\'as  there  a  coud'ortahle  team  pro\ided  hy  the  town 
to  take  them  to  and  fi-(»m  scho<d.  as  at  pi-c-eiU,  hut  tho.-e  stuid}'  lad< 
and  las-ies  dev<doped  into  the  stronu'  men  and  women  \\  ho  ha\c 
helped  make  this  c((mmoii\N caltli  N\hat  it  i>  today. 

In  1S7  I,  the  larj;'e  hrick  sch(»olhouse  wa<  erectml  uppo-ite  the  re-i- 
deuce  of  th(^  late  Lucius  Snell,  and  the  (dd  school  huildim;-  was 
houii'ht  hy  W'ai-n.ei-  Mollat  and  moNcd  hy  him  to  hi-  farm  on  the  l>rim- 
lield  road. 

In  the  early  hi-;t(»ry  of  this  \illai;-e,  as  now,  there  was  mi  house  of 
w<u-ship  nearer  than  St\irl)i'id_i;"e,  for  tho-e  preterrinu'  th<'  (  oiii; reiia- 
rional  form  of  worshi]),  while  the  Baptists  went  ^till  further,  to  l'"i-ke 
hill.  In  the  early  days,  carriau,-es  were  unknown,  and  walking-  \\a> 
the  usual  mode  of  reachin*;-  the  chui-ch  on  the  Salil)ath.  though  1'  e 
family  hor.-e  was  sometimes  used  aiid  could  carry  three  or  four. 

Mi-s.  David  \Mii,ht.  the  pi(»neer  of  the  settlement.  wa<  (dten  seen  on 
h(U-sehack,  (wcn  wIhmi  she  was  sescni  y-ti  \  «•  aiid  ''iuhty  years  old.  Mr. 
and  Mi->.  havid  Wi;;ht  are  spoken  of  as  lieim;-  clo~el>'  identified  with 
the  reli<;ious  and  e(hu-ati(U!al  intei-ests  of  the  tow  n  for  sixty  _\eais. 
'I'his  same  imei'est  lias  heen  shown  hy  many  re-ideiils  of  this  xillaiic 
since  then,  even  to  the  proent  time. 
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Ill  tlie  spritii:;  of  17t>5  u  youiii^-  minister  set  out  ou  horseback  from 
his  home  ill  eastern  Massaehusetts  ui)oii  a  tour  thr()ii<;h  s(tm<'  of  the 
New  En«!;-laiid  states  and  '•'the  West."  At  the  close  of  his  second  day's 
journey  he  sought  shelter  for  the  ni<;ht  at  a  hosjtitable  farmhouse, 
where  travelers  were  fitMiuently  ent«'i-taiued.  Learniiiii' (d'  the  vocation 
of  his  chant'e  guest,  the  host  suugested  that  tlie  young  ministei-  re- 
nuun  over  Sunday  and  till  the  vacant  pulpit  of  (he  neighboring 
cliui'ch,  which  he  consented  to  do.  That  church  was  tlu'  Baptist 
ciiurch  in  Sturbridge  on  Fiske  hill,  and  tlie  young  man  w:is  the  \\r\. 
Zenas  L.  Leonai-d,  whose  dream  of  a  })arish  in  the  state  of  New  \'ork, 
or  further  west,  was  never  realized.  In  his  journal,  titter  recounting 
the  circumstances  of  his  casual  halt  at  Sturbridge,  Mr.  Leonard  adds 
that  lie  complied  with  the  ivfjuest  of  the  i)eople  thid  he  should  tariy 
still  another  Lord's  day ;  and  continues,  '"the  Loi-d  convinced  me  it 
was  duty  that  I  should  posti)one  the  execution  of  my  lately-meditated 
Joui-ney  tN:  wait  to  see  whether  the  Lord  had  anything  for  me  to  be- 
hokl  Ilim  do  in  this  Samaria.""  During  the  next  few  months  thf^re 
was  quite  a  revival  among  the  people  ;ind  Mr.  lAMUiard  was  persuaded 
to  remain  permanently. 

The  early  records  of  this  chui  ch  wei-e  eithei-  lost  or  not  kept  with 
much  system  as,  on  Jan.  H,  175)7,  a  conunittee  was  :ip[)ointed  -"to  pe- 
ruse iSc  arrange  the  liecords  of  the  chuivh,  and  also  to  transcribe  tlieui 
into  a  book  jtrocured  for  that  pur[)ose."  'i'he  recoid  proceeds  as  fol- 
lows :  '4*ursuant  to  the  request  of  the  rhh.  we  met  and  sought  for 
the  best  information  relative  to  ancient  allaiis.    lUit  for  some  reason 


or  otluT  tlie  old  accounts  have  been  very  much  t'()iirusc(I  iui|»ci  ft'rt. 
However  wc  lind  May  lOtli,  1717,  a  luiinhcr  ol'  j)cis()iis  >(  [»araK'tl  lr(tiu 
wliat  is  called  the  standiii<;"  older — iS:  in  Xo\  r  following-  they  toriued 
into  a  Chh. — Sei)teinbei'  "iHth  174N  Jcdiii  lihiiit  was  oidaiiied  I'a-lor 
of  this  ne\v-organi/.ed  Chh.  with  tlie  as>i-ianc<'  ot  7  C'lnuclies  in 
council  vi/.  the  chh  at  rhiiutield,  ( "ant<')  l)ury,  Killin;i;iy,  Attleboi  o", 
Providence  i\>:  ("anaihi."* 

'SSeptr  21)lh  1748  Daniel  Fisk  and  Jolin  Newell  chosen  and  (^rdained 
Deacons." 

^'As  yet  we  tind  the  ("hli  held  to  ii,edo-hai)t isni.  Hut  inunediately 
alter  this  the.  Chh  he^'an  to  he  shal^en  on  the  old  i)rat'tice  to  call  in 
(question  their  intanl-sprinl^lini;-,  on  whicli  ai'count  ;;"real  trials  in  the 
('hli  ensued.  At  length  a  nuniher  were  tully  convinced  that  tla* 
scrii)ture  points  out  no  other  l)aj)tisui  tlian  that  ot  Helievei  s — Accortl- 
in<^ly  in  May  1741)  tliirteen  were  hapti/ed  hy  immersion.  From  this 
time  Infant-baptism,  like  tlie  liouse  ol  San!,  ^vaxed  weaker  aiwl  weak- 
er, while  the  liaj).  of  si-ripture  waxed  <tron^ei-  and  Sironj^cr,  till 
finally  tlie  JJaptism  of  believers  i;ained  llie  victory— A fter  this  tliat 
which  is  calbnl  open  Communion  still  continued  Idr  se\cral  }'ears." 

Jn  the  earlier  days  lJai)tists  suHeicd  iiei-scrul i<»n  on  account 
of  their  refusal  to  support  th<'  established  church;  and  of  the 
opi)ression  in  Sturbrid^e  we  read  in  iieiiedict"-  History  the 
lia]>tists,  published  in  184S,  as  tollows:  ••For  a  loni;-  time  the 
early  members  were  harassed  in  a  ruiiiou-  and  a  nu>st  vexa- 
tious manner  for  the  su])port  of  tlie  Slat<'  religion.  From  1750  and 
onward  for  a  few  years  the  assesxus.  acting-  by  State  aulhoiity, 
for  the  supj)ort  of  the  establislied  chuixli  sci/cd  upon  every  kind 
of  property  \vhich  came  in  their  wa}'  lio\\-e\-er  Iriilin<^  in  value  or 
neevlful  for  tlie  ow  ners.  Kitchens  were  roldicd  (d  their  sliovtd-  and 
ton;^s,  trammels  and  andirons ;  larders  uf  their  [x-wter  ware;  house- 
wives of  their  si)innin^  whe<ds,  warmin;;-  pans,  tankards  and  (luart 
l)ots ;  the  mechanic  of  his  broadaxe,  saw  and  other  lool<;  and  the 
farmers  of  their  cows,  oxen  and  smaller  stock  in  ^reat  abunda  ice. 
And,  to  comidete  this  scene  of  ecclesia^^tical  i;reediness,  from  I>ea. 
Nf'well  lliey  took  a  llock  of  ^eese,  liesides  his  cow  and  jx'wter  \\are. 
*  *  *  liut  this  furious  storm  was  of  short  durati(^n.  The 
l)aptists  soon  arose  to  resj)ect  and  were  let  alone  by  the  estal»lish<Ml 
])arty  and  Dea.  Fisk,  one  of  the  victims,  afterwards  became  a  mem- 


•A  parish  in  the  town  of  Windham,  Conn.,  now  known  as  Hampton  Hill. 
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hvv  of  the  CJenenil  Assciuhly  lor  the  town  and  l)cloii;><'(l  to  that  Itody 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1778." 

The  reeord  of  the  church  nienihers  is  lieadcd  -'Ancient  ltecord> 
soniewliat  confused  l'v:  iri'e*j:,ular.  Jiut  we  lind  in  the  3'ear  1770  the 
l»«M-sons  Avliose  names  are  here  written  Ixdonm'd  to  the  churcli."  'llwn 
follows  a  list  of  thirty-one  names*,  ei^ht  <d'  tlicse  bein^  Fisks. 

Be*^innin;^  in  NovcnilxM-,  17S0,  regular  records  were  made  of  addi- 
tions to  thr  church  mcmhcrship,  of  dismissions  to  olhci-  churches,  of 
deaths,  and  of  membeis  who  were  'S-xcluded  Irom  ('hurch  Fellow- 
sliip";  tlie  second  name  in  the  latter  li-t  l)ein^>-  that  of  the  i)asror.  Mr. 
Jordan  Dodiiv,  .Ian.  15,  1781). 

Mr.  Dodi^e  luid  been  called  to  this  church  from  Aliinntdu  in  17S1 
hut  he  was  not  ordained  until  Oct.  17,  17St.  In  17S7  suspicions  ItiM-aii 
to  he  t'utertained  as  t(»  Mr.  l)odi;-e"s  u|»ri,i;htness  of  chaiacter  until 
tinally  his  unfitness  for  liis  otlice  beini^  proved  beyond  a  doubt  lie  was 
excommunicated  from  the  church  and  dep(»sed  fi'om  the  mini>try. 

l'i-eviou<  t(t  the  i)asrorate  of  Mr.  1  )od^e  the  con,i;re;;ation  had  woi- 
.'^hipped  in  a  schoolhouse  <ui  Fiske  hill  but  in  December,  17s."i,  plans 
were  made  for  buildin;;  a  meetinu'  liou<e  u])on  land  (on  almost  the 
hi<;-hest  ]jart  of  the  hill)  that  lunl  lieen  «;iven  for  that  purpo-e  by 
Henry  Kisk.  The  !)uildln;;-  was  raised  in  .lune,  17^1,  amonii'  the  rc(|ui- 
sites  provided  for  the  raisini::  iteim;-  "lialf  a  barrel  «d'  rum.""  From 
survivors  of  those  wlio  attended  servit-es  in  this  meet iiii;-hou -e  ^ve 
learn  that  it  was  an  obloiii;-  buildin;^",  with  the  jtulpit  on  one  of  the 
lon;4"  sides  nud  op|)osite  the  vestibule.  'J'liree  outside  doors  ^avc  en- 
trance to  this  vestibule — otie  directly  in  the  ceiitei-  fiont  and  the  other 
two  on  oppiosite  sides  next  the  main  Ituildini:: ;  in  tbe  two  front  i-orners 
of  the  vestibule  winding-  tli^iits  of  stairs  led  to  the  broad  galleries 
that  extended  around  thi-ee  sides  of  the  audience  room.  A  center 
aisle,  two  side  aisles  and  cross  aisles  ^a\-e  aci-ess  to  the  S(juare  pews; 
in  additiou  to  the  seats  ai-(»und  rhree  sides,  pews  \vere  fui-nished  \vith 
chairs  and  mats  at  the  discretitm  (d'  their  owneis.  The  jjcw  oc-cuj>ied 
by  the  miiuster's  family  was  (»n  the  left  of  the  hiiih  pulpit  platform. 


•"Deioorm  it>aniel  Fisk 

i^eaLoiis  Newell,  (Deliverance  wife  to  Daniel  Fisk  died  before 

this  date),  Henry  Fisk,  Mary  I'isk,  Jemima  L'isk,  Nathan  .Smith,  Isaac 
Newell,  Mary  Smith,  Nehemiah  HacheK)r,  Joanna  Streeter,  Josiah  Per- 
ry, Elijah  Bachelor,  ICliza.  Bachelor,  Henry  Fisk,  Junr.,  Sarah  b'^isk, 
Daniel  l^'isk  Junr.,  John  Draper,  Mary  Draper,  Joshua  Fisk,  Jerusha 
Draper,  Margaret  bidoyt,  Deborah  Luce,  Susan  Fay,  Anna  Corbin,  Molly 
Streeter,  Mary  Higj^ins,  John  I-i'ay, Mary  Wife  to  John  I"ay,  I'-xj^er ience  Wife 
to  Nehemiah  Bachelor,  Widow  Parker.  Reuben  Ellis." 
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Acconli]i<^  to  the  usuiil  custom  of  the  d;iy  tlicrr  was  a  souiuliiiii-hoaid 
over  tlie  pulpit;  i-i-iujsoii  curtains  were  di-apcd  up(Ui  the  \\all  hack  of 
tlic  i)road  i)latforui.  In  the  curly  days  footstovcs  wcvr  used  in  cold 
AV(Mither  and  at  iiooii  wci-c  replenished  with  coals  fi-oni  llie  lHi;j,e  tire- 
l)laccs  in  the  house  of  1  )ea.  Henry  Fisk(Miear  hy.  When  it  was  jno- 
posed  to  get  a  stove  to  warm  the  churcli  tliere  \vas  ;;reat  ojtjxisition 
made  hy  some  and  the  first  Sunday  aftei-  it  was  set  up  c()mj)laint  was 
Miade  that  "-the  stove  si)oih'd  the  air  and  ma<ie  it  close,"  wlien  as  a 
matter  of  fact  there  was  no  tire  in  it  tliat  day!  Two  services  were 
held  (Mch  Sunday  with  preaching"  at  eacli;  the  coni^re^ation  stood 
durin;;'  all  tlie  prayers  and  during  tlie  .-inging  of  at  least  tiie  lirst 
hymn.  'Die  so-called  "long  jirayer"  was  in  reality  very  long.  J5ap- 
tisms  were  solemnized  in  tlie  (^uinel)aug  river  in  tlie  southerly  part  of 
the  town,  neai'  t\iv  present  lionie  of  Dea.  Andrew  Morse. 

lieturning  to  the  records  we  read  :  '•\ovr  80th  17l»  L  Tlie  Heacons 
rei)orted  that  ^^■idow  Mary  Fisk  had  made  a  donation  to  the  church  of 
two  i)latters,  &  a  cuj)  for  connnunion;  and  also  Widw  Dorothy  Shaw- 
made  a  present  of  a  cup.  And  Mi  -'^  .lemima  Fisk  also  liad  given  linen 
sutlicient  to  si)read  the  Communion  Tahiti  Voted  that  the  thanks  of 
this  church  hy  the  hands  of  tlie  1  )eacons  sli(/d  he  returne(i  to  these? 
^Matrons  f(^r  their  genei'osity 

InetVectual  endeavors  to  gain  a  settled  i)astor  are  shown  hy  the 
records  as  follows:  "In  .June  175)0  Mr.  T.  lialdwin  at  our  re(|ue>t  im- 
proved liis  gift  among  us  togenei-al  satisfaction.  Accordingly  a  com- 
mitte(i  was  a])pointed.  .hme  •JTt^'  1  71)0  (viz.  Dea.  I'iiillips,  Dea.  Fisk, 
S.  Fisk,  Daniel  Fisk  John  Fhillii.s)  to  give  Mr.  Kaldwin  a  call, 
agreeal)]y  to  the  vote  of  th<'  church  c'v:.  society,  to  remove  his  family 
statedly  lahour  with  us.  lUit  in  Septr  following  we  received  a  Xi'ga- 
ative  Answer. 

''JNlarcli  12th,  171)1.  Tin*  Church  voted  to  send  a  conunittee  to  Ston- 
ington  to  eiupiire  into  fhe  character  of  Mr  V.  Whitman  l»athl)un  Oi: 
also  to  procure  him  to  preach  witli  us,  if  circumstances  would  l»y  any 
means  permit.  After  having  an  opportunity  to  i)rove  his  gift  we 
made  nniny  attemj)ts  to  get  him  to  remove  to  this  place;  hut  w  ithout 
success. 

"Sepfr  171)4  We  gave  Mr.  Roots  a  written  reiiuest  to  take  up 
Ills  ahode  witli  us.  ]Ie  tarried  with  us  the  ensuing  winter  <^  in  Maich 
80th  17«)5  gave  us  an  Answer  in  the  Negative."' 

Their  next  etlort  to  secuic  a  she|)herd  was  more  encouraging  inas- 
nuich  as  we  i-ead  :  '"May  ]"),] 71)5    Providentially  Mr  Zeiias  L.  Leon- 
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caino  to  this  town  <»u  a  j(»urn(\v  to  tin*  wot  ward.  At  tlic  rctiucsl 
of  tl»e  clili.  society  111' tarried  it  lalxKiicd  with  us  till  Sfj)tr  IT',)."). 
Aftei*  some  ooiisiclerahle  ahx'iiee  at  Hi  iili;<'\vater  lie  ret  iirned  >Sc  labour- 
ed with  us  till  X<n'r  when  the  riiurch  A:  Society  voted  t(»  pieseiit 
ITnu  a  written  refjuest  to  tari'y  and  continue  his  iini)rov<'nients  so  lon^ 
as  we  can  he  mutual  hles>ini;s."' 

The  call  was  (lat<'d  .lany  HOth  1 7;);;  and  si;;-ned  l»y  don'i  Phillips, 
Henry  Fisk  and  Simeon  Kisk  as  a  conmiiltee  of  the  chureii.  After 
due  tleliberation  Mr.  Leonard  accepted  ihe  c'aW  and  an  ecclesiastical 
council  for  th<'  purj)ose  of  ordination  was  convene<l  Sept.  15,  171»'i, 
and,  aftei-  duly  «'\anunin<j;  the  candidate,  ''the  s(denniity  (»f  ordina- 
ti(ju  was  i)erfornied""  the  council  in  Ixdialf  (»f  the  churches  which 
they  i-epresented  ^ivin;^  their ''•warmest  A  fullest  tellowship  to  c\c  ap- 
])reciation  of  the  Kev'l  Zenas  I.ockwood  Leonard  as  a  ministei-  of 
<  'hrist"and  particulai'Iy  rec<jmmendin>:; '"to  lu's  char;;(!  t]i<'  Hajitist 
Chh.  in  this  town  while  I'rovidence  shall  contimie  him  with  them."" 

Mr.  [j'onard  was  of  rili;'rim  ancestiy  ;  his  '^ieat-<;i-eat-^reat-i;rand- 
father  was  Solomon  Leonard  of  L)uxhury  wh(»,  in  1015,  with  Miles 
Standish,  d(»hn  Alden,  William  liradfcu-d  and  others.  Ix'came  one  of 
the  <u-i,ii;inal  proprietors  of  Jirid^cwater  and  (Uie  (d  the  settlers  <d  that 
town.  His  father,  ('apt.  David  Leonard,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
French  war,  was  in  tlie  expedition  to  Nova  St-oiia  in  17.").*)  and  was 
l)resent  at  the  capture  »d'  Ticondero^M  in  IToi);  was  afterwaid  a  mas- 
ter mariner  and  later  a  larmei  -,  wa,^  ensi;j,n  of  the  company  of  min- 
utemen  fnun  Bridi^ewater  who  respmidetl  to  the  summons  at  the 
•'L<*\in,i;ton  Alarm,"' April  11),  1775.  His  motlier  (who  was  Mary  Hall 
of  Taunton)  was  a  woman  of  ^ri-at  industry,  strong;'  charactei-,  excel- 
lent jud^'tnent  and  a  di'vout  spirit. 

Zenas  IjOckwo(»d  Lt'onard,  horn  Jan.  KJ,  177;^,  in  l>ridi:;ewater,  ^vas 
the  second  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children ;  he  was  named  for  ('apt. 
Lockwood,  a  seafariii*;  I'rit^nd  of  liis  fatlier.  ilc^areii  on  a  farm  he 
improved  his  mea;^r(i  opportunities  for  study  and  in  171*2  etUi'red 
Rhode  Lsland  c<dle<;;e  (now  Urowii  university)  so  far  in  advance  that 
he  was  >:;raduat(Ml  in  the  class  <jf  171M.  At  tlie  age  of  scveiucen  '..e 
liad  been  hapti/edand  made  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Mid- 
dleboro' — the  church  to  which  his  mother  bel(»ni;ed.  He  desired  to 
])ecOme  a  i»hysiclan  hut  in  his  jouiiial  he  writes:  '*Ab(»ut  the  middle 
of  the  last  year  I  was  at  Collci^e  1  was  brought  to  al)andon  the  thought 
of  i>ursuing  my  darling  study,  even  Physick,  and  to  subuiit  to  the  em- 
l)loyment  of  trying  to  itreach  .Jesus  Christ  in  the  Baptist  Denomina- 
tion.'"   lie  was  ai)probated  and  regularly  licensed  to  preach  in  Octo- 
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hfr.  1  rs* I.*  The  cii'diiiistaiu'cs  tli:it  bioii^lit  liiin  to  Slui-lnidLic  linvc 
alrt'.'itly  Ix'cn  iiiciitioiuMl.  As  a  iiicinhcr  <>t  tlic  t'amily  of  l)ca.  J[«'iir\- 
Fisk,  with  wlioiii  In-  Ixiai'dcd,  lie  had  al)uii(laiit  (>i»|)(»i1  unity  to  ii<»t<- 
the  aininble  ciiaractcr  of  1  fcaeou  Fisl^'s  lpliic-cy<'tl  (lautiiitci-  Sally  and 
licr  habits  of  industry  and  many  N'irtucs  as  slie  as~-i>icd  in  tlif  xarious 
()e'cui)atit»us  of  tlu'  household;  and  on  Sunday  nioniini:.  Sept.  1.  17'.»1>. 
after  a  (juict  wcddini:,'  crrcnKUiy,  sc\-cnti'fn-\'(':ii--old  Sally  i-'isk  went 
to  church  as  tlic  bride  of  the  minister.  Her  father  ^aNc  her  a  lai  ni  at 
the  foot  of  I'^iske  hill  on  the  south  and  the  next  sunnuer  a  house  wa- 
built  upon  it  ill  vshit-ii  they  reared  a  haitj)\-  family  of  >e\-en  eliildren 
under  tlie  same  st«'rrn!^'  precepts  Avliieh  had  ;;()\crned  theirown  houie- 
traininn".  Here  they  ]ve|»f  open  hou>e  foi-  t  ra\'eHinii' mini-terial  fi  ieiid- 
as  well  as  a  center  of  liospitality  toi-  near  and  distant  relati\c>.  hi 
company  willi  his  workmen  Mr.  Lecuiard  labored  with  his  own  hands 
upon  the  farm  (whose  orin'iual  extent  he  ad,iled  to  fi'om  time  to  time 
by  tlie  i)urchase  of  adjoining;-  land)  :  from  its  products  the  household 
was  sui)plie(l  with  food  and  with  clothiii'j,'  as  well,  ina>mu(  h  as  all 
tlie  family  linen  was  made  from  home-L;rown  llax.  the  woolen  i;ai-- 
inents,  blank«'t.s  and  carp*  t<  were  woxcn  Irom  wo<d  ^row  n  upon  their 
own  tlocl'is ;  the  busy  liands  of  the  motlier  and  (lau;j,hters  doiiii:.-  the 
spiniiin<i'  and  kiiittiiiu"  and  sew  ing'.  The  i-liildreii  were  ;j,i\-en  .^'ood  ed- 
ucational advaiitaii-es— the  (ddest  son  ;:,iaduatiii^  from  llrowii  in  the 
idass  of  1S2(>.  I'lach  (d  the  scNcn  children  ;;i-ew  to  maturit\-  and  each 
one  was  niarri<'d,  all  except  tlie  elde>t  son  leaving  doceiidants — now- 
scattered  from  Massachusetts.  t(»  (  alifornia.  fiom  Wiseon-in  to  Mis- 
sissi[)pi,  but  not  a  sin;i,le  one  to  be  found  in  Sturbridi;e  and  but  few 
who  are  (.•onnecte(l  with  tlie  15apti-t  denomination. 

Like  most  of  the  stroniiiy  l•eli^■ious  peoph of  his  period  Mr.  r.eon- 
ard  was  i;i\'en  to  introspection  and  bis  journal  abounds  in  p  's>ai;('s 
reccM-din;;-  liis  serious  contemplation  of  the  phase-  (•(  liis  spiritual  lib'. 
Me  often  sets  apait  a  ila}'  for  fer\eiit  [uayer — f(M-  hiur^elf  that  lie  may 
he  more  faitlifiil  ill  the  blesseil  cause  of  (  hri-t.  for  the  I ilessiiiLL's  (»f 
iieaveii  ui)oii  the  town,  and  for  the  church  that  il  may  not  lanuiii-h 
under  his  leade!"slu[>.  His  sermons  were  mainly  [ireached  Asithout 
luamiscript.    lii  his  journal  he  ;i,ives  an  aci'ount  of  one  of  hi>  lirst 

'He  was  a  member  of  tfie  remarkatile  cliurch  of  which  Rev.  Isaac  Hiickus 
wa.s  the  pastor,  a  church  which  has  been  called  "the  mother  of  cluirches  and 
of  ministers" — two  of  the  many  youny  men  from  this  church  w  ho  enteretl 
the  fiaptist  ministry  bein;^^  the  subject  of  this  sketcli,  Rev.  Z.  L.  Leonard, 
and  his  elder  brother,  the  Re V.  David  A.  Ivconard  (,the  grandfather  of  the 
late  secretary  of  state,  John  Hay). 
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Jlttcinpr.^  t(»  i)re;n'li;  lie  was  in  'i'cinidctoii  and  was  asked  to  at 
an  cvM'nin*;  lecturi'.  '•'I  endeavored  t<»  di;,^cst  my  idi*a<  on  a  ct-rtain 
snbjcct — and  I  tliou;:,lit  I  had  done  it  very  \\(dl.  Away  I  went  to 
meetin*'' tliiidcin*;"  we  slionlil  liave  a  joyt'ul  time,  iiut  ah  I  proud  and 
thoughtless  wretch  I  The  Lord  nraei(Mis|y  let  me  try  with  ni)'  iinhle 
preparat ions  to  preach  wit liout  him — O  dismal  to  relatel  my  train  of 
doctrine  was  talcen  fr(tm  me — I  was  all  slmt  up.  I  could  scari'ely  i-ead 
my  text.  I  attempted  to  tell  the  pe(»ple  w  iiere  it  w;is  c'v:  I  told  them 
Avrong,  I  knew  what  it  was  in  [)art  to  preaidi  \vitl!  iK/thini^  hut  hu- 
man attainments.  I  kept  the  assembly  t here  perhaps  nearly  two  h()ur> 
to  hear  a  dry  senseless  piece  <d  wiuk.  I  helieve  I  scattiucd  darkne-< 
throuu'li  every  soul  c^i:  ohscured  the  lieaveidy  doctriiu-  of  the  hiltle 
without  either  sense  or  vital  sulistance.  The  UKU'titication  wa<  truly 
«;reat.  But  I  liave  reason  to  hless  (Jod  tor  lii<  mercy  to  my  soul — and 
I  pray  lliat  he  may  sant'til'y  this  singular  and  })ainrul  eveiU  t(»  my 
<'verlastin;;'  lidod."' 

The  lew  of  his  written  seruuuis  tliat  have  l)een  lucserved  present  a 
Very  neat  ap[)earance  with  \ery  tew  c(»rrections  or  iiUerlineations  hut 
wi'itten  in  so  tine  ii  hand  tliat  one  wonders  how  he  was  ahle  to  read 
them  in  tiie  pulpit — a  iki\x*'  six  and  one-fourth  iiu-lies  by  se\-en  and 
live-eii;-hths  inches  haNiii;^' o\-ei-  four  hundred  words;  each  sermon  is 
protei-ted  by  a  cover  of  coarse  ;;ray  paper  stitc'lied  tiirouuii  the  sheets 
at  the  back.  !lis  i)reachini;'  i-;  said  to  iiave  been  of  a  pi-actical  ratlier 
tlian  of  a  doctrinal  or  sectarian  style.  Amoni;-  his  contemi)orari<'s  M r. 
Leonard  was  eonunoid}' sjioken  (d'  as  '^i^lder  Leonard" — the  titl<'  td' 
eider  then  usually  ,li,■i^'en  to  tlie  past(M-  (d'  cliurclies  in  tlie  }ia}iti-t  de- 
nomination has  now  ipiite  fallen  into  disuse.  In  recallin*;'  liis  impres- 
sions of  Mr.  Le(uiard  tlie  late  Lmory  Lyon  oi  l*ro\ideuce  (.-on  of 
one  (»f  tlie  deai-ons  of  tlie  l-'iskc  liill  church)  said  his  ])resi'nce  was 
sucli  as  t(»  awaken  res]iect  at  all  tiuses;  that  \vhile  in  the  pulpit  lie 
spoke  or  read  in  a  nu'asured,  prolon;;'ed  lone  as  if  to  ^"i\'e  em{ihasi>  to 
tlie  word's;  in  ordinary  intercourse  Ids  speech  was  (puck,  precise  and 
businesslike.  He  was  of  medium  lieiiiht,  had  a  smo(ttli->lia\cn  face, 
and  durintj^  his  later  years  wore  a  wi<;'. 

'I'he  ^^turhrid^-e  church  joined  the  \\'aii-en  Association  of  Uapti-t 
( 'hurches  in  1 7()l>  and  was  dismissed  from  that  body  in  ISOO  t(»  help 
lorm  the  new  Sturbridi;e  associal ion— made  u[)  of  the  cliurt  he-  of 
Leicester,  the  First  of  Sutton,  ('harll(ui,  First  Woodstock.  S.  nrim- 
tieid,  |{elcherl(»wn,  St  urbridi^e,  and  W  illirahaiii.  l''rom  the  minutes 
of  tl»e  animal  meetin*;s  of  these  associaticuis  we  learn  the  mmibei-  of 
memb"rs  in  the  se\ei-al  churches:  Stui  brid^'c  in  1771  liad  21  iiieiiiliei-s, 
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in  17U5  (the  year  of  Mr.  Lcoirinrs  ai-iival  in  tlic  toNvii)  it  had  !»<»,  two 
years  l:iter  127.  At  tliese  !neetin«^s  we  liiid  Mr.  Leonard  always  as- 
signed jn-omincnt  parts,  either  as  an  otHeer  as  a  speaker,  and  fie- 
(juently  sent  as  a  ''messen*j;er"*  to  reprci^cnt  tlicni  at  nir('tin«j,s  ot  other 
assoeiations. 

From  these  minutes  we  also  learn  that  a^  early  as  1H17  contril)u- 
tions  tor  missions  were  made  hy  the  ''Sturl)rid«;v  Mite  Soeiety" 
through  the  ''^Voreester  County  and  Vicinity  Auxiliary  to  the  Haptij^t 
Hoard  for  Foreign  Missions*' of  whieh  Mr.  Leonaid  was  president; 
that  the  Sunday  school  connected  with  the  Jiajjiist  churcli  in  Stur- 
bridge  was  organized  in  1821  and  then  consisted  of  <V.)  scholars  and  5 
teachers. 

Ml*.  Leonard's  salary  never  exceeded  tivo  liundre.d  dollars  a  year  and 
lie  was  wont  to  supplement  this  h}'  teaching — occasiinially  taking  the 
winter  term  of  school  but  nujre  often  having  })ui)ils  at  his  house.  Many 
young  men  were  i)rei)ared  to  enter  college  under  his  tuition,  among 
them  being  W  illiam  L.  Marcy,  who  said  that  he  owed  to  him  the  in- 
spiration he  received  towards  accpiiring  a  liberal  education.  Natur- 
ally Mv.  Leonard's  students  chose  ^'lirown"  for  their  alma  matei-,  the 
college  where  he  and  t  wo  of  his  l)rothers  weic  eilucated.  .Sturl)ridg(^ 
l>rol)abiy  had  more  young  men  in  college  l>etween  the  years  1S05  ;uul 
is;j5  than  for  any  thirty  years  since  that  time.  Mr.  Leonard's  inter- 
est in  educational  matters  v.as  recognized  by  his  fellow  citizens,  wiio 
for  yoiim  elected  him  to  serve  on  th«'  school  committee  of  tlie  town. 
For  tive  successive  years,  from  180'.>*  to  1SL'{,  he  represented  the  town 
in  the  state  legislature  and  again  in  IS.'i;^,  and  in  1S20  was  one  of  the 
d(degates  t<>  the  convention  for  re\  ising  the  state  constitution. 

For  a  few  years,  fi-om  1812  to  l8l  t,  he  with  others  was  interested 
in  the  establisimient  of  a  fact(ji'y  at  ^^'est^ille  forsi)inning  c(»tton  (the 
first  in  this  vicinity  for  the  manufacture  (d  cotton)  and  for  caiding 
wool.  The  venture  evidently  did  not  prove  to  b(^  a  very  ])rolitable 
one  and  many  of  the  shareholders  soon  witlidrew.  From  Georg(^ 
Davis'  ''Historical  Sketcli  of  Sturl)ridge  and  Southbridge"  publi>-hed 
in  IBaO  we  learn  that  about  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century 
tliei'e  was  an  agricultural  society  in  Sturbridg(-  of  which  the  Lev.  Z. 
Tj.  Leonard  was  picsident. 

The  church  records  evidence  the  faithful  oversiglit  of  its  backslid- 

•Rev.  Z.  L.  Leonard  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  June  i,  i8og,  during  his  first  term 
in  the  state  le^'islature:  "What  I  do  in  these  matters  I  mean  to  do  with  in- 
tegrity of  soul,  fur  I  expect  to  g'ive  an  account  of  the  same  before  the  su- 
preme tribunal  of  Jehovah  in  the  cominj;  day." 
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in;;  incmlxTs  i:;iv<Mi  by  tlii;  rlmrcli  and  tlx*  rflorts  ina(l(?  to  restore  thfiii 
to  tlie  ])atbs  of  rcc'titud"'.  The  iiaiiics  o!  >t>iiu'  of  tliosc  who  wrrc 
labored  with  l)eeause  the}'  had  "(/iti'iily  <'S]»oiisrd  iIk;  dijctriiic  of  uni- 
VM'rsal  salvation"  [)rol)al-)ly  may  Im'  found  ajton  tlif  rolls  (d  tin-  I'ni- 
versalisf  ehnrch  in  S(JUtlibi-idi,M'  at  a  later  date.  Xci^hliorhood  ditlcr- 
enecs  wei-e  anileahly  x'tth-d  after  hcinj;-  r  drri-ed  to  the  t-hm-eh  as  to  a 
l)oai-d  of  arbitration.  As  a  elniri-h,  however,  they  deelined  to  l»e  ini- 
])Osed  u]»(»n.  At  a  town  njeetin^;-  held  Ajti  il  24,  1811,  the  Bai)tist  soci- 
ety through  their  pastor  jtrotest  a<^ainst  beinj;  taxed  for  the  rejiair  of 
the  b(dfry  of  the  Con;j^reufatioiial  ehureh.  The  j>rot<'>t,  addroscd  to 
the  Congregational  society,  rej)resents  that  '"S(jnie  time  in  the  b<'i:;in- 
ninj;'  of  the  year  17S)4  a  plan  originated  in  the  Coni;"re;^ational  Soi-iety 
in  this  ton  n  to  bnild  by  subseriplion  a  Ixdfry  to  the  centra!  or  ( 'on- 
<i:rei;ational  Meetinji:  House  (so  ealU'd)  it  also  to  procure  a  bell  A:, 
clock.  After  tlie  a^ent,  a  meinltei-  td'  your  Society,  liad  obtained  a 
lar;;"e  nundiei-  <d'  subscribers  auioni;'  y<turselves  he  came  to  a  nunil)er 
of  the  nuMnbers  of  our  Society  I'C'  i'e(piestetl  their  aid  in  the  business 
as  thei-e  Nsas  likt?  to  be  a  deticieiiey.  After  repeated  solicitation  we 
concluded  to  subscribe,  expecting'  all  that  we  did  to  be  ^iven  to  y(jur 
Society  as  a  free  donation  to  l>e  under  your  mana<;ement  lV:  contnd 
conclndin;;-  that  thro"  your  kindness  the  bell  i)robably  nn;^dit  be  tolled 
at  funerals  iNcc.  Tlu'  tho't  ne\er  entered  our  breasts  but  tiial  the  bel- 
fry wo"d  belonji;  to  the  House  iSc  be  repaired  in  c<»nim(»n  with  the 
House  itself  by  j'our  Society.  The  members  of  th<'  then  P>aptist 
S(jciety  contributed  about  an  Hundred  it,  Fifty  Didlars  the  interest  of 
which  now  anjounts  to  nearly  an  Hundred  ]><dlars.  The  advantage 
we  iiave  received  fi-om  tlie  bell  has  never  rennuierated  to  us  one-fourth 
l)art  of  this  Interest.  Indeed  we  nevei'  ex[)ected  it  wo'd.  \N'e  con- 
ti-ibnted  on  the  ]>i-inciple  of  generosity  not  expecting"  that  taxation 
contraiy  to  our  consent  wo'd  be  the  result  or  the  reward.*'  Aft<'r 
set tin«;  forth  ar;ii;uments  why  the  demand  had  been  oj)i)osed  the  ad- 
di'ess  concludes :  '•\\'e  say  ai',ain  that  we  now  are  willing:;,  and  ever 
liave  be«'n,  that  all  we  have  contributed  toward  th<'  beltry,  bell 
clock,  should  be  considered  a  part  of  your  House  ct  for  you  to  <  njov 
the  benetit  of  it  so  lon«^  as  yon  will  keep  it  in  re)»aii-  in  common  with 
the  House."  Doubtless  to  many  of  the  pi'C^ent  i;-en.  i  ation  it  is  a  -ur- 
l)rise  to  learn  tliat  there  was  once  a  clock  on  the  Sturbrid^e  ( 'on i;' re- 
lational chui'ch. 

For  many  years  th(!  ciuirch  on  Fiske  lii'l  was  the  only  Rajitist 
church  in  a  hirj^e  territcu'y  and  drew  its  attendants  fi-oni  widid\-scat- 
tered  localities.    The  y(!ars  ISI 7  and  ISIS  l)r(Ui^ht  <;reat  losses  to  its 
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nicrnlxM-sIiii).  TIk'  I'ccoids  sliow  tliat  on  J;in.  7,  lsl7,  twenty-two 
iniMulxTS  were  "Mlisniisscd  to  I'orni  :i  new  Cliurcli  in  Sctiuhhiidi^c." 
Less  tlijin  six  niontlis  Inter,  on  the  t w<'nt y-sccond  of  .lunc,  si\  more 
in(Mnl)er**  were  'Mlisniisscd  to  assist  in  the  tonnation  of  a  new  (  lili  in 
Holland,  Ms*' ;  wliilr  on  i he  ci^litrcntli  of  tin-  ftdlow  in;;-  .May  (  iSlSj 
tliii'ty-scvcn  were  ••dismisx'd  t(^  form  a  new  i-liurch  in  liiool^ticld. 
Ms."* 

'llw  only  record  of  tin- delibei-atious  <»f  the  *S'oc<V/y  that  ha^  l)een 
f(»nnd  is  that  of  the  amuiai  uieelini;-  held  M.ireh  :20th,  lS-27.  Some  of 
the  items  in  tlial  rerord  are  as  follows  : 

*'.Mr.  Asa  lIar\v<»od  nj^rees  to  take  caic  of  the  Meetiiii;  lionse  ^Sl: 
stove  the  ensuin;:,"  year  for  the  smn  ot  -st.no." 

(  'ol.  Edward  rhillips  aj^rees  to  lind  ^-'^^^''^^  '^^^  wood  for  thecnsu- 
ini;"  year." 

''\'oted  to  raise  the  snn»  of  two  hnndied  I  >ollars  for  Mr.  I>e(»nai(rs 
salary  for  the  year  ensuing- ;  to  average  on  the  mendiers  of  the  I>a[»- 
tist  Society  accprdin*>;  to  tlieir  proi>erty  c'v:  \irivileu!,-es."' 

•••('hose  Mr.  lioyal  Snfith  a  collector  to  collect  .Mr,  f.eonard's  Salary 
the  year  <'nsuin«i-." 

''Voted  that  the  Estimate  subscription  i»a[)ers  he  returned  to  the 
Treasurer  <!t  he  to  collect  c^'  pay  over  the  sums  made  (mu  to  Mr. 
Leonard  fur  the  year  ]>ast." 

^''N'oted  that  the  connnittee  chos<  n  to  su[)erinten<l  the  shin^lin^  of 


"Members  dismissed  to  Southbrid^e  were:  Cyrus  Aminidown,  Daniel 
Sabin,  Joshua  Vinton,  Alplia  M<.rse,  Xathan  H.  Clark,  Amy  Clark,  Margaret 
Sabin,  Miriam  Ames,  Dorothy  \''intc>n,  Mercy  Ammidcnvn,  Lucy  Morse,  Han- 
nah Curtis,  Sally  Vinton,  Cynthia  \"inton,  Olive  Robbins,  Almira  Clark, 
AmmariUais  Clark,  Betsey  Morse,  Pt)lly  Baylies,  Annah  Harrington,  Han- 
nah Spencer,  Ruth  Ammidown. 

Members  dismissed  to  Holland  were:  Walter  Lyim,  Joseph  (Uaziei, 
Eliphaz  Webber,  I>ucretia  Lyon,  Sally  Lyon,  Rebckah  Lyon. 

Members  dismissed  to  Brook  field  were  ;  John  Chase,  Silas  Stepliens,  Amos 
Harrington,  Oliver  A.  Jenks,  Jt)seph  Done,  Warren  Bowen,  Rachel  How- 
land,  Adah  Jenks.  Asenath  Wood,  Lucretia  Harw  .od,  Ruth  H.arington, 
Elizabeth  Cheever,  Thankful  Winslow,  Polly  l\irk:.,  Mercy  Jenks,  Xancy 
Jenks,  l\)lly  Capen,  Judith  Slayton,  Mercy  Wail,  Patty  Wood,  I'-.rrnela  Con- 
verse, Mary  Jenks,  I>ydia  Jenks,  Ivmily  Wood,  Deborah  Adams,  Esther 
Adams,  Olive  lioynton,  Patty  Jenks,  Mary  Stephens,  Sally  Slayton,  Cathar- 
ine Stephens,  Sally  IHll,  ClvU)e  Green,  Achsah  Done,  Abiah  Raymant,  Eliza 
Jenks,  Susanna  I)odge. 
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tho  MtM'tiii^  house  oollcct  what  is  now  due  pa}'  into  the  hantl<  of 
the  treasurer."' 

''V\)ted  to  accept  the  i-eport  ut  tlie  'rrcasurer  M  hicli  is  that  thcic  is 
now  titty  cents  in  his  hands."  'Hiis  last  was  iuiini-diatcly  tol lowed 
hy  a  vote  ''to  dissolve  the  lueetini;."' 

In  ]8.'{2  .Mr.  LeonanTs  health  hecanie  impaired  and  at  the  ad\ice  ot 
jiliysicians  he  was  ohli^cd  to  y,ive  up  public  speaking  in  a  nie;i-;ure 
and  in  October,  after  a  [)astorate  oi  ov<'r  thirty-six  years,  he  asked  to 
he  dismissed  troiu  tlie  pastoj-al  otlice.  In  xi'^'Ht'i^n  '"^  re(pie>t  the 
church  placed  on  record  tlieir  lii^h  api»reciation  ot  liis  labors  and 
their  j^-ratitude  to  (Jod  that  hjs  lir<' and  usetulness  liad  so  lon^-  con- 
tinued to  them.  His  death  occurred  June  2."^,  ]8H,  alter  several  years 
ot  steadily  declining  healtii. 

I  )uring  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Leonard's  pastorate  the  church  and 
S(»eiety  decided  that  it  would  be  ad\ antagf'ous  to  make  a  cliange  in 
their  location  and  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new  meeting  hou^^e  in  the 
center  of  the  town  which  was  accordingly  d<jne,'*' and  on  the  -econd 
Wednesday  of  Januar}^,  18:}3,  the  new  building  was  iledicated  and  a 
new  i)astor  installed,  vi/..  l]\(t  K'ev.  Addison  Parkei-.t 

The  deserted  meeting  hou^e  on  Fiske  hill  after  some  yi'ars  wa>toi  n 
down  and  used  in  other  buildings.  The  late  Theater  A.  Dressei- 
of  Southbridge  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  its  tind»ers  wei-e 
used  in  the  framework  of  t he  lioir^e  on  (  cut ral  street  known  as  the 
<'alvert  house  (built  by  Kdward  Calvert  in  18-H  or  "1.")).  This 
liouse  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  street  aiul  now  stands  Just,  north  of 
the  railroad  where  it  was  moved  wiien  the  tiack  of  the  New  ^ Ork, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  railroad  was  laid. 

A  sligijt  uneveuness  t^f  the  ground,  where  was  the  foundation  of  the 
horse  sheds,  is  now  the  only  trace  left  on  the  lot  wheic  foi-  so  many 
years  stood  the  Fii»ke  hill  meeting  Jiouse — the  c  iitcr  of  weel-:ly  gatli- 
erings  for  i-eliglous  wor<hij)  by  the  ancestors  of  many  of  those  i)res- 
ent  here  this  evening.    'IMiis  site  should  be  suitably  nnirked  and  it 


•From  a  letter  written  May  19,  1832,  by  Rev.  Z  L.  Leonard  to  his  mother: 
"Our  Society  is  eng^ayed  in  building  a  Meeting  House  to  be  located  in  the 
center  of  the  town." 

tl^'rom  a  letter  written  Feb.  6,  1833,  by  Rev.  Z.  L.  I^eonard  to  his  brother: 
"We  have  built  a  very  good  Meetinghouse  in  the  middle  oi  the  trnvn  the 
season  past,  in  the  new  style.  We  have  obtained  Mr.  Addison  Parker  ovho 
has  preached  in  Southbridge  for  four  years  f;ast)  for  our  minister,  tie 
ranks  with  the  first  grade  of  preachers  of  any  order  in  the  County  of 
Worcester." 
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Would  be  rittin*;' tfiat  an  appropriate  tablet  be  set  in  pos^itioii  by  the 
(^ulnabau«i-  llistorieal  Society. 

The  later  history  of  the  elmreh  after  their  removal  to  the  new  biiikl- 
iii;2,-  forms  ii  chapter  by  itself  and  is  not  within  the  province  of  this 
paper. 
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Head  IJkfokk  the  IIi>tukicai.  Suciktv,  Arini.  *Jl,  r.>0:). 

'riic  purjiosc  of  this  jK-ipcr  is  to  tiiioc  briflly  the  hi-tory  of  llu-  util- 
i/:iti()ii  oT  tiic  wntci-  powci-  ntlordcd  by  the  (Jiiiiiflciui;'  river  ;it  the 
point  ill  St ar!)ri(i,i;t',  alioiit  ;i  milt'  al.'ovr  \\'cst\ill<'.  wliicli  is  now 

oci'iipicd  l)y  n^'dc's  box  sho)).  ])('i;iiiniii^  with  tbo  Ifuihlin;^-  of  the 
(lam  at  lliis  jjoint,  I  Itave  attciuptctl  to  discover  by  whom  tlic  various  ^ 
nianutiicturiiij;- enterprises  hei-e  couducted  weiv  introduced,  and  by 
whom  and  with  wliat  success  they  were  t-ai-iied  on.  s\ich  !)io;^ia])hical 
data  and  incidental  matter  beini;  introduced  as  seemed  to  be  ])ertinent 
to  till*  general  scoix'  and  charactei-  of  the  paper. 

Fortunately  we  ai-e  able  to  know  with  considerable  exactness  at 
what  time  the  watei- ])Ower  at  this  point  was  lirst  u(ili/ed.  Thl.-  in-' 
foi-mation  is  contained  in  a  deed  given  by  dolin  Salmon,  grantor,  to 
James  lMinii)ton,  grantee,  dated  Dec.  7,  177.H:  tlie  (u  iginal  deed  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  Lorenzo  l*linii)ron.  'I'he  tirst  part  of  tliis  deed, 
whicli  fui-nishes  a  convenient  point  id'  departure  foi-  this  sl;elch,  and 
is  Ix'sides  soniewliat  intei-esting  lor  a  certain  ([uaintness  of  -  xpre>- 
sion  and  ortliograpliy,  runs  as  follows: 

''Know  all  Men  by  these  I'l-eseuts,  that  I  John  Salmon  of  Stui'- 
l)ridge  in  the  County  of  >\  orcester  Pi'ovince  of  >hr<sachusel ts  IJay 
in  New  iMigland  yeoman  in  Consideration  of  l'^)urteen  I'ouiids  ten 
Shillings  and  eiglit  i)ence  l.awll  money  paid  me  by  Ja<.  I'limplon  of 
Sturbridge  in  the  County  and  IMovinci'  aforesaid  yeoman.  One 
jiound  four  shillings  1)eing  the  consideration  for  the  two  acres  of  land 
after  Described.    'I'hirteen  pound-  Five  Shillings  and  ]:ight  jtence 
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being  tlie  c'on>i(l<'i';iti()n  for  tlic  ;j,(m.)(1  coinciiiaiu'c  ilirir  is  on  Said 
Laiul  for  talvciiiu'  ral'Ccin^'  (-if)  the  NWitcr  out  of  the  riser  and  i'ari-\ini;' 
it  in  a  ci-icl^  for  tlic  safe  lvtM'|tini;'  a  L;'ri>t  mill  on  ali.-o  in  con-idt-ra- 
tion  of  or  I'or  any  Daiiia^c  that  may  arix'  or  Ix'  to  ni'-  tli«'  .'^aid  .lolm 
Salnu)]!  (^r  to  my  iicirs  l»y  nu  ans  (d:  a  l)aii!  bciii^'  made  acro-t  the 
rivt'i"  near  the  X.  \\'.  eorner  of  >aid  two  aei-('<  of  land  hy  two  ecitain 
JJoeks  in  the  ri\<'r,  one  about  tifteen  b'ct  from  the  soiuh  side  natui-al 
sh(ji-(',  said  roelv  is  about  live  feet  in  l<'ni;tli  and  'A  fret  iV,  half  in 
brcdth  flic  (dhcr  Roel;  i>  about  2  tVct  froui  tlie  (tlln'r  rook  nHMitioiiod 
t"^.  is  suMitlniii;-  (d'  a  round  Hat  rork  the  said  Dam  is  l)uilt  a,^ainst  lioth 
of  said  lloeks  is  to  be  a>  liigh  as  thf  top  of  th<'  la-t  m('nli(Uii'd 
IJoek  and  no  liii^licr."  In  addition  hi' e<ni\  ('y> about  t\\'oaer<'s  id'  land 
on  the  south  side  of  tin-  rixcr.  'J'his  drcd  w  as  aeknow  lcd^cd  April  27, 
1774,  Ixdore  M(»sl's  .Mare\',  jiL'-tiei'  of  tlie  jx-acc. 

In  a  deed  of  Josopli  (iray  of  Stallbrd,  Conn.,  to  John  Salmon,  the 
iiianloi'  in  the  abo\('  deed,  dated  in  17(>'.».  the  latter  is  dcseribed  as  of 
Meilliehl,  County  of  Sullblk:  appai-eut  ly  he  later  removtMl  fi  om  Med- 
field'  to  Stui'bridge.  Furthermore  this  ,b)hn  Saliuon  \\as  one  <<f  a 
"eonnuittee  of  ")  men  elected  Aui;-.  2.1.  1771,  to  meet  a!  W'oree-ti-r 
representatives  from  other  titwiis  in  the  county  to  consult  and  advise 
what  it  is  neces.-ary  and  prudent  should  be  done  li\'  the  inhabitant-  of 
tlii>  county  apparently  he  \vas  ;i.  man  <d'  >ome  prondnence.  [Ani- 
midown  Historical  Collecti<Mi,  \ol.  ii,  p.  ."iS-.'i',).] 

Fi'om  Hie  i)]ii'aseolo^-3'  of  this  deed  it  is  cleai-  that  at  tlie  time  when 
the  tieed  w';is  dated  the  dam  in  (piestion  had  not  yet  been  built.  At 
this  point  the  (juestitui  naturally  ari-es  whether  the  ( ^)uinebau;;-  had 
previously  been  utilized  for  water  power  at  any  point  near  the  place 
described  above.  In  a  deed  (d'  -lohn  l-]llis  to  .Jonathan  I"o-kit,  dated 
June  1,  17(;s,  mention  is  made  of  a  "path  n(»\v  u>ed  to  draw  lo;j:>  into 
Dea.  Fdward  Foster's  sawmill.''  This  sawmill,  however,  was  situated 
some  distance  Ixdow  the  tract  eonveyed  by  Salmon  to  lMimi)ton,  in 
the  \illaij,('  of  Westville,  near  the  Sam'l  Cuttini!,'  [)iace.  So  far  a-  I 
]ia\'e  been  able  to  learn,  the  (^)uinebau;^'  had  not  ]ire\  iou<ly  lieeii  u--eti 
foi'  power  near  the  point  desei'ibed  in  the  abo\  e  ileed. 

'i'lie  .lames  riimpton  ment  ioned  abo\  c  was  t  he  fat  her  of  Jephtliah 
and  Ziba  Piinii)ton  and  the  grandfather  of  Lo/eii/o  I'liiiipton.  The 
terms  of  the  deed,  in  which  sjieeilie  mention  is  made  of  'nlie  good 
eon\<'niance  t here  is  foi' takeing  the  Avater  out  of  the  ri\-er,"  make  it 
entiridy  probable  that  the  ihim  at  this  jxiint  Avas  built  by  James 
lMimi»ton  and  it  seems  a  safe  i]ifei-ence  that  it  was  built  soon  after  the 
privilege  \va<  ])ui-ciiased.    For  \\hat  purposes,  now,  was  the  water 


})Ower  used  ill  tlio  lilVriiiic  ot  .laiucs  I'liiiiplon'.'  'I'liis  (|U('-lit>ii  it  i< 
ditticult  to  answer  now  in  dt'tail.  'I'lio  lact  tliat  a  uii-lmill  i-  >] »ccitlc- 
ally  mcntioiiedjii  the  deed  lualvcs  it  |)r()l)al)l<'  tliat  the  biiyef  iiiicndrd 
to  build  M  <>'ristiiiill.  Lorcii/o  IMiiiipton  lirlirNcs  tli.-it  lii-  ui  and  1  al  her 
built  Ijotli  a  sawinill  and  a  ^li-linill.  W'licthci'  any  otlu-r  business 
entcfprisc  M'as  cari-icd  on  by  .lanu's  IMinipton  at  tlii-  placf  fanner  br 
statcil  with  ccrtaint}'.  llohiics  Anniudown  [Ili<t.  (Oil.  vol.  ii,  p.  alj 
states  that  up  to  the  ycaf  ISll.  w  licn  tlu'  lirst  (•iMupany  wa-<  inroi  jxM- 
att'd  in  the  town,  llic  watcf  powcf  ot  the  ( ^biincbaiiii,'  lia.d  been  occu- 
l^ii'd  l)ut  little,  if  any,  except  fof  saw  and  i;ristnnlls. 

Tiie  next  point  in  time  at  wliieli  delinite  in t oiiiiat ii ni  can  be  ^^ained 
on  tlie  suiijeet  under  eonsidei-at  ion  is  in  tlie  early  laiyliood  ot  Loren/i) 
Plimpton,  wiio  was  born  Mareli  2.!,  1S2I.  At  tliat  lime  the  wnter 
power,  land  and  buildin,L;s  thereon  were  owned  eipially  by  dcphtliali 
and  Ziba  Plimpton,  soir--  ot  .lam.es  Plimpton. 

In  is;?.")  t he  tolUiwiiiL:,  eiitcrpri-o  wer<'  carried  on  at  thi>  place: 
Sawmill,  i;ri<tmill,  ])ail  ndll.  >bin,i;!e  milK  wool  cardiiii;'.  and  a  small 
cutlery  business.  The  saw  and  ;;rist mills  wei-e  in  separate  buildings; 
the  sawnnll  aliout  w  here  the  ])rc-enl  one  -lands,  the  *;ristmill  sonu'- 
what  higher  ui».  The  shingle  bu<ine>s  was  iiUroduce  l  b\-  IJial 
Lciloyt,  who  made  the  lirst  tw<»  shinj^le  mills  used  in  Sturbriduc  one 
being  used  hert%  the  other  at  Wi^'liPs  mill.  The  shingle  ndll  wa-  an 
addition  to  the  sawmill  on  the  ii\ci-  side.  Mr.  Pedoyt  \\'as  a  true 
\'aid<ee  in  ing'enuity  as  a  recoi'd  (d'  his  acti\iiies  clearly  shows.  At 
about  this  time  he  did  a  small  bu>iiie>s  in  littini;-  blades  to  iackknixcs. 
butclier  kjuNcs,  and  probably  ra/tir.-.  He  also  made  lam'et<.  haviuLi 
learned  this  trade  Ifom  some  llarrini;,'toii.  This  Ledoyt  later  became 
a  dentist  in  Providence  and  still  latei' enuas^cd  in  makin<;'  c-edar  pails 
in  Smithli(dd,  P.  I.  l''or  versat  ilil  y  t  his  recoid  i>.  to  sa\-  the  least, 
umisual.  Loren/o  Plim})ton  worked  when  a  l)o}'  in  the  shin^le  mill: 
at  that  time  1000  shingles  were  put  in  a  bunch. 

The  [)ail  business  was  conducted  not,  by  the  Plim[)ton  brothers  but 

by  t  hree  ot  her  nuui,  —   Allertoii,  -lu-tus   Wells  and,  pn'iably. 

Nathaniel  Pyler.  'I'he  business  was  carried  on  in  th«'  gristmill  build- 
ing and  was  almost  surely  iiUrotluced  during  the  ownership  ol  .leph- 
thah  and  Ziba  Plimpton.  Xathani<d  Pyder  ^\'as  the  lirst  superini eiid- 
ent  of  th(.'  fact(^ry  of  the  Sturbiidge  Manufact  iwing  (  oiujiaiiy. 
^^'estv!lle.  The  wool  carding  busine-^s  was  iiUrodueed  brfttre  P. 
Plim])ton  can  reuKMuber.  Whether  it  was  established  by  dame- 
Plimpton  or  b}'  ids  SOILS  caiuiot  now  be  stated  with  ct-rtainty.  The 
I'aw  wool  was  brought  in  liy  larmer>  to  Ite  carded.    The  carding  A\a> 
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paid  for  at  s^o  inucli  per  ixmiid,  in  that  day  iirai'Iy  all  fanners  kept 
shee})  and  tlif  w  ivcs  and  dau;;iit<'rs  made  ilicir  own  li()iiH'sj)un  cloth  ; 
thf'3' also  raised  llax  and  made  linen  rloih.  The  wool  enrdini;-  Itiisi- 
ness  was  conducted  in  the  upper  part  of  the  i;ristniill.  raynit-nt 
for  ji'rindin^"  corn  at  that  time  was  made  hy  fidl ;  lor  a  lai-lnd  (d' 
shtdled  corn,  2  (piarts  of  shtdled  corn  ;  lor  a  hushel  of  corn  on  the 
col)  the  toll  was  three  (juarts  of  the  stidf  after  the  col)s  iiad  heeii 
hroken.  Oats,  harley,  \\  h<'at  and  i-y  found  their  way  to  the  ^ri^t- 
niills  of  those  ilays.  W  heat  \vas  h(>lted  and  used  f(»r  lloui' ;  i-y(^  w  as 
sonietinu's  holt<'d  hut  ij;enerally  i;io(ind  and  u-ed  with  corn  f(U'  hiowu 
l>read.  As  regards  the  sawmill  hu^-iness,  loi;s  were  drawn  in  l»y 
farmers  to  he  sawed.  Payment  for  saw  ini;  was  made  in  money,  ^2.00 
])er  thousaiul  feet  tor  jtine,  che-tnut  and  hemlock;  >^-2SA)  lor  hard 
lumher. 

'i'he  next  husiness  to  he  introduced  at  IMimpton's  Mills,  as  it  was 
then  calUnl,  was  tlie  manufacture  of  cotton  hattini;".  The  lir>t  |)t'i-son, 
so  far  as  I  ha\-e  heen  ahle  to  leai  ii,  who  woi  ked  cotton  at  this  place 
was  l^lisha  Coh',  who  came  I  here  jtrohahly  as  eai'ly  as  1S37  or  ".'{S. 
Tliis  cotton  hir-iness  was  carried  on  in  a  huildin;;-  which  >tood  where 
the  latei-  cotton  mill  now  stands.  Mr.  (  ole  ]iire<l  the  room  and  j)ower 
from  the  l*limi)to)i  ])rother>.     lie  ehit>loyed  li\e  or  six  oi>eratives, 

-ome  of  whom  were  jiossihly  i^irl-.    Mi-.  Cole  was  li\ini;-   at   that  ^ 

time  in  tlie  house  now  occupied  hy  T.  Jerome  JIarrin;::i(tn.  Some 

time  l)ef(n-(^  18 II,  j»rohal)ly  hut  shortly  Ix-lore,  Mr.  Cole  went  into 

insolvency.    At  the  time  of  the  settlement.  Jephihah  I'limpton  to(»k 

on<' hundi'ed  yards  of  white  cotton  cloi  h  for  -slOO,  such  cloth  heiui;- 

worth  at  that  time  ahout  seven  cents  a  yard. 

The  next  chan,ii-e  in  the  management  of  these  mills  was  in  1S41. 
In  that  year  Ste|)hen  l>rackett,  \\\n>  had  heen  pre\iously  manulactur- 
ini;'  cotton  hatting"  and  wickini;'  at  W  iuhfs  Mill,  hiied  the  huildin<; 
\N'liicli  ha<l  heen  used  hy  .Mr.  <'(de,  and  continued  to  manufacture 
hat t in<4;  and  wickin^i;  as  hef(U-e.  Mr.  Hrackett  was  li\ inu' at  that  time 
in  Southhridi;(Mn  th<' house  (»n  Main  >treet  later  occui)ie(l  h\-  his  scui 
(ieoru'e.  From  t he  time  when  Stephen  lhacket t  weiu  to  riim])toirs 
IMills  until  his  death  liis  son  (;eori;e  \vas  foreman  of  the  mill.  Fr(»m 
the,  ahove  account  it  apjx'ars  that  the  manufaci  iii'c  of  w  iekini;'  w  as 
introduced  liere  at  this  time. 

Tlie  next  change  (d'  owiu'rship  took  pk-n'c  in  IStl.  In  that  year 
Ziha  riimpton  di<'d  at  the  a.lje  of  ahout  lifty.  In  a  deed  dated  Nov.  l.'k 
lSt-1,  it  is  i-ecorded  that  Linus  Child  and  Fiancis  \'.  I'limpton.  admin- 
istrators of  Ziha  I  Mimpton,  sold  to  Stejihen  Krai'ket  t  at  i)uhlic  \-endue, 


Nov.  1>.  1S41:      )iu'  uiidiviilcd  lial  f  of  a  ccitaiii  ti'act   «it    laml  willi 
mill  saw  anil  mill  ami  t)aMiiii;  milU  two  dwcilimj,  Iimu-c< 

and  otlirr  huihliiiu's  \\  it  li  1  lit'  w  atrr  |u-i\  ilcm'  dam-  t  i-ciirlic-  w  lictd-, 
«.e,'i-inu-  ;nid  the  ))ri vih'i^es  and  apiiurlciiaiu  i'^  to  llic  <aiiic  iKdojiuim;/' 
t he  I'oiisidrral ion  lor  <ami'  hcini;' >^  1  "J' K).  I'li'-  i/nni>  (  liild  Ihmc  men- 
tioned was  a  prominent  lawyer  in  Sonl hi iriduc  at  ilii<  time.  Iieinu  -ix 
times  clec-ted  stat »'  sella t o r.  (  i-'oi' an  aeiMMint ol'  liiiii  see  Holmes  Am- 
nnd(»\\n  Hi>t .  <  oil.  ii,  pp.  r».")7  11'.)  In  the  lidlowinu'  \eai\  !»y  deed 
dated  .Mari-h  2S,  iSt:..  Mr.  l'>rack(Mt  purcha-ed  ot  .It'phthah  I'linipton 
his  hair  of  the  ahove  property.  I'^rom  this  time  till  May  .").  iSlC. 
Ste])hen  Hi-ark('tt  was  sole  (»\\ner  ot  the  propei'ly.  At  the  latter  date 
Stephen  lirai-kett  c-(»in('y('d  to  hi-  xm  (.eoii;e  one  iiiidi\ided  hall'. 
ivscr\ini!,\  howevei-.  the  use  (d  the  -ame  dnriiiu,'  hi-  lile.  Sescn  yi  ai  - 
later,  April  S,  ISo.'i  S!e])h('n  r.raekelt  c-oiiN-eyed  to  (.eorue  lhaektit 
an  niuli\id('d  moiety,  thus  ui\iiii;-  preseiil  po.-se<.-ioii.  hilling;-  the 
owiiersliip  of  Steplien  r>ra(.-k<'tt  there  were  in  opc-rat  ion  at  this  jdafu 
the  hatting'  and  wickiin;'  mill,  saNvmill.  _i;ri-l  mil  I  and  -hin^le  mill.  ( >l' 
the>e.  tlie  cotton  mill  was  the  most  impoitant.  In  addition,  -onie 
time  alter  Is  I]  the  lirm  S.  Hraeketi  Son  l)eLi,an  to  eonduel  a  ufneral 
store,  this  heini;- earried  on  in  the  dwelling'  house  o|)pi»-iie  the  mill-. 
\\hieh  \\'as  <<ecui)ied  soon  allej-  his  mai-riau'e  in  Is  17  \>y  (ieoruc 
Hi-aeketl.  In  \  ariety  ot  i^oods  sold  this  was  a  typiea!  eoiintry  Nilla-e 
store.  A  l<'ilw;(.r  in  u-e  at  ahoiit  thi-  time  -how  s  sale-  <d  sneh  varied 
\\  ares  as  the  toliow  ini!,' :  ( ; r(»eei  ie-  ot  all  kinds,  meat,  tliread,  sheei- 
ilii;'.  lish,  shoes,  the  l5ost(jn  Weel^ly  .loni  iial  (  w  hieh  seems  to  ha\  e 
enjoyed  a  hiii'Ii  popularity  with  the  sturdy  citi/en-hi|)  ot  that  com- 
munity), <;'rain  <d'  all  Isind-,  tohacc(»,  e(doi;'ne.  court  pla-ter,  looking' 
<i;lass,  (uiions,  oysters,  alcohol,  ink.  port  wine,  i-alico.  ikdaine,  cam- 
l»ric,  sliawl,  hood,  nails,  hal,  mattress,  Jiii;'.  hed-iead.  hed^pread. 
Tlieri;  is  no  new  thinij,- under  t he  sun,  it  is  said:  perliap-  the  modern 
de[)artment  store  is  not  so  new  in  tad  a-  in  name,  hu-ideiital ly  I 
may  note  1  hat  some  ot  the  local  tirm,->  with  whom  they  did  hu-iness 
were  dolm  i'^dwards  ..V  Co.,  Comstocl;  Oliiey.  (ileastm  Wei,,, 
William  Aldeii,  dames  Oakes,  T.  Toner  (  (».,  dames  (deason  Co.. 
d.  ().  .McKinsti-y  c^-  Co.,  Wiliiam  Comstock  .y  Co.,  I)re--er  .Manutac- 
turiuj>- Co.,  lOdwards  <  )lne3',  and  11.  Ammiilown  Co.  The  lirm 
al<o  had  dealinus  with  .lordan  Marsli  \-  (  o.  of  lio-itui  i  from  c.  IS.MI- 
IS(iO). 

In  185H  the  lirm  of  S.  !)rackett  lN,;  Son  met  with  a  serious  nii-fiu- 
lune.  .\s  will  he  readily  under-food  the  eolton  mill  \\a-  hiuldy  in- 
flamiuahle.    'Idiis  eiidane'ci-ed  the  olhei'  huildiiiu- and  the  whole  was 


n:'<;'nrtl«Ml  b}-  iii<nr;nu'c  roiniciiiit'- ;i>  a  \fi-y  had  vi-k.  At  some  time  in 
isr)3  tlic  tciin  U>v  wlii(,-li  tln'  piopcrt y  liail  liccii  iiiMii-f(l  cxiiirrd.  'I'lic 
ouiicrs  wci-c  aware  of  tlii-  and  (icoru-c  r.rarkftl  made  r\rvy  (dlbri  to 
^('t  the  jiroixTty  riMii^urfd.  I 'iifoitiinati'ly  ilicy  did  nol  lal%<'  tin' 
l»i-('c'aviti<»ii  <d'  sluittiiii;'  dow  n  tin-  mill  until  t  lie  insii  la  nee  \\a>  ifiicw  cd. 
W  lnie  (M'ori;'*'  Brai'I'Cctt  was  iciurninu'  tVoin  an  unsn(H-('--l ul  (dl'ort  to 
^et  a  certain  a^'cnt  or  ai^cnt--  t(t  aia'<'|)t  tlic  lisk.  as  he  \\a>  aliout  ci'oss- 
in;;-  AVestvilie  liiidi;-e,  di-ivini;-  slow  ly  with  hi<  lallier.  someone  railed 
to  him  that  hi-  mill  was  atire.  >\'liip|tinn-  nj)  lii<  horse  he  ;irrive(|  only 
in  time  to  lind  the  sawmill,  <;ristmill  and  hatting-  mill  laiildinu'-  heaps 
of  smoking-  ruins.  Tiie  huildini;-,  stoik  in  trade — hotli  raw  mafeiial 
and  tlnished  >i,-oods— and  maelnnery  were  a  total  loss. 

Not  lont;-  after  this  tire  Steplien  and  (leori^e  liraekett  proceeded  to 
re|)laee  the  hui'ned  hinldinus.  'I'he  lirst  to  he  built  ^\•ere  the  -awniill 
and  t;'i'istmill :  the  sawmill  \vas  the  one  w  hich  is  now  standinu' ;  i he 
ij;ristmill  was  a  story  and  a  half  building'  A\hieh,  with  cei  tain  addi- 
tions, constitutes  the  ]»resent  box  sh(»})  of  (  harles  Hyde.  Somewhat 
lt(dow  the  sawnull  a  tW(»-stor\'  buildimj,  was  erecL  'd  tor  the  mamifac- 
tui-e  of  eotton,  this  beiuL;,-  the  -ame  buildini;'  w  hii'h  is  still  standing;'. 

Stephen  Hrackett  died  in  the  sprin;;-  of  Is,")!;.  Jle  was  iHuti  in  Dud- 
ley, n<jw  \V(d)ster.  Nov.  17s().  Iteini;-  a  deseendant  in  the  tifth  uen- 
eration  from  ("a])t .  IJicliard  Uraeketi,  w  ho  (.  ame  to  P.o-ton  in  Ki.'J'i. 
lie  lirst  <'n;i:aued  in  the  I'otton  bu,-ines>  in  iSKi  when  he  was  one  of 
six  men  who  formed  a  eorporation  railed  the  Dudley  <'ottoii  Mami- 
faetiirinii'  ( 'o.  which  o|»erate(l  a  cotton  mill  on  the  I'reiich  river  at  the 
l»lace  which  is  now  <H-(ai])ied  l»y  ('ha-e"-  mills,  \\(dt<ter.  lie  rem(»ved 
to  Southbridii'e  in  b^-JC)  to  enter  the  employ  (>\'  the  ('(dmnbian  Maim- 
lai-turin^  ('(*.  at  what  i>  now  l.en^dale.  In  is;^.")  he  hired  \\'iuiit"<  mill 
in  Sturbridii<'.  ^\ilel•e  lie  niamifaet ured  cotton  till  he  removed  in  isU 
to  Plim])ton"s  Mills,  as  ab(*ve  stated.  From  all  that  I  have  been  able 
to  learn.  Stephen  Hrackett  enjoyed  in  the  ldi;hest  deu'ree  the  conti- 
d(MU'e  and  esteem  of  those  who  knew  him.  lie  was  a  man  ot  ;j,reat 
purity  and  inte<.;-rity  of  character.  In  personal  apjiearance  he  had  a 
noticealily  <;-rave  and  dig-nitied  bearim;-.  lie  wa<  a  deacon  in  the  Bap- 
tist church  and  <eems  to  have  been  u'enerally  known  as  l)eact)n 
Hrai'kett.  lie  twice  icjiresenl ed  the  town  of  Southbridu'e  in  the  le<iis- 
lalure,  in  and  a^ain  in  b'^12.  lie  was  a  mendier  of  tJie  board  of 
selectmen  who  built  the  hii;iiway  throuii,h  th<'  <.ulf  W Oods. 

A  fter  the  death  of  Stephen  Brackett  in  isf)!;.  (ieor^e  iliackett  be- 
cam<'  the  -ole  owner  of  the  pi'operty  which  at  that  time  included  the 
water  power    saw  and  gristmills,  two-t^tory  batfiiiL:,-  mill,  and  four 


d\v<'lliii:j;  lioux'S.  From  tlii>  tiiiic  (irori;*'  IWacl^i'lt  was  iiiaiia;^<T  of 
lln-  property',  heiiii;"  acti\('l y  cniplo} cd  a-  liii'eiiiaii  >>\  tln'  laitioii  mill. 
.Inst  what  was  tlu'  cxtciit  (»t  tlic  (-((tloii  iMi-iiic--  done  \\rn-  at 
timc  it  is  (iilliriilt  now  to  (Ictcriuiiic.  An  c xainiiiat ioii  ot  a  Icducr  ol 
(;('o^^■(>  !irac"l\('l t ,  now  in  my  jioocsr-ion.  slio\\<  tlial  IVom  May,  is.')!!, 
to  -Ma}',  1S(;(),  he  cxpt'iulcd  for  I'aw  (-(ttton  appro\imal<dy  lourtmi 
t  lioiisaiid  dollars  (.s  i;{,  jjl  J .  'riic  rate  of  \\aL;r>  paid  \arifd  widely. 
Wa-cs  of  men  vari<'d  a*  follow-:  s;j  l-ii  r(Mit>,  si. 01).  s\.{).  l-l].  ,sl.-j:,. 
••sl.i^ii  1-."]  per  day.  This  l)ook  shows  woincii  were  ]iaid  II  ;{  cent-. 
;■)()  cents,  and  7.')  (.aMit >  per  day  :  and  children  I'J  1-2  rein-.  'I't  eeiu-. 
K!  2-;^  ecnts,  and  'Mi  c-eiUs.  Spiindiii^  was  paid  for  a>  pieee  work. 
(>  or  (I  1-2  mill-  for  a  side.  How  many  operatives  weie  emphtycd  in 
rht'  i'(»tton  !)nsiness  af  that,  lime  cannot  he  stated  deiiint e|y  :  there 
were  prohahly  ahont  thirty. 

The  hiisiness  cont iimed  on  t he  line-  Jii<t  indicated  ninil  the  -prin^- 
of  lS(i;}.  Some  lime  Ind'ore  that  t  !ic  lii'i-l  nnll  hii-iiie-s  was  discontin- 
ued, t  he  stones  and  ^ca  lin^'  were  .-ol(i  to  ')ti.-  Walker.  \\Im»  li\cd  in 
Charlton  on  the  road  from  Sandci-dale  to  |)re--ei-  hill,  wheic  they  .are 
still.  In  the  spriiii;-  of  1S(;;{  (ie(.r,--e  P.racketi  \(diinia'ily  a--i-iied. 
lie  wa-  led  to  lake  this  step  \)y  a  comhinatioii  ot  unloitunate  cirtaiiii- 
siance-.  Shortly  Ixdoi-e,  in  ISC.I  or  early  in  1S(;2.  he  lost  .s2lM)i) 
fhrouiih  t he  failure  of  his  New  \'ork  aL;<'nt  ;  in  April.  1M12.  his  wile 
Mary,  the  dau-hler  ol  Major  William  McKin-lry,  died  ;dier  a  lin-cr- 
ini;-  illness,  and  .-o(iii  alter  his  (»\\  II  health  failed.  In  additimi  to  ihi- 
was  the  ;;('n<'ral  uncerlaint  \-  that  prevailed  in  I  he  hnsine-s  world  ow  - 
in;;-  to  the  war  then  in  progress  ;  thi-  it  will  he  rememl)ere(l  was  -hort- 
ly  hefore  file  h;Utle<  n\  ( .  et  I  y  s  lui  r^'  and  \' it'ksl  )n  ri;',  when  ihinu- 
lool^ed  tl.ark  lor  the  Ntuth,  The  as-i^umein  wa-  made  s(dely  at  Mr. 
Ur;u'l;eirs  init  iat  i\ (' ;  in  fact,  his  prineipal  crediior-  tried  to  di--nade 
him  Iron!  it.  I'liere  is  no  donht  that,  from  a  husiness  point  (d  \  iew. 
this  action  was  a  mistake:  lor  dnrini;'  the  next  lew  yeaiv-  maimtacinr- 
in^' eiUerprises  ill  ociieial  jtrospered  nen-e  hii;hly  tlian  at  almo-t  any 
other  period  in  the  ciMintry's  hi-t(ny.  In  the  linal  -eiileinent  tl"- 
creditors  wer<'  paid  DO  ceiU-  on  the  dollar. 

At  the  assiiiliee's  sale  XoV.  12.  iMi;).  .1.  M.  I'.(dkna|).  assignee,  coli- 
veyed  to  ( ;ayton  and  Jo-hua  r.allard,  dr..  all  (d  (leMi-c  Ui'ackett".- 
estate  north  of  the  hiuhway.  thi-  inclndini;-  all  the  mill  property. 
The  lirm  of  (jlea<on  c'v.-  W(dd\\  asal  that  time  maimlact  nrin^'  [lail-  at 
(.lohe  \'illai;c  near  the  present  Idack-nntli  -hop  of  the  Hamilton 
Woolen  Co.  Needing'  more  room,  they  (hn-ideil  to  Ituy  if  po--ihle  the 
pro]ierty  .at  lirackell's  mills.    At  the  and  ion,  a  iter  Mr.  Wtdd,  acting 
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toi-  liis  linn,  li;nl  mad*'  a  Iti'l  of  ,s;^")(il).  an  aLiM-ct'iiiciit  \\'a>  made  that 
tlic  r>allartls  >l!()iil(l  lie  all<t\\t.'(i  to  l)iiy  tin-  iiio|.criy  wiili  tin-  iiiiili-i'- 
^tainliii:;- that  tlicy  would  It'a-c  the  idopcrty  to  (,lca-oii  iV  W  (dd  tor 
ail  annual  rental  of  six  per  rent,  (d  thr  iMircha-c  price  The  Kallaid- 
at  tliis  time  at'tinu;'  not  sohdy  lor  t hcnr-fhc-  liut  also   for  the 

llannlloii  Woolen  ( 'o..  who  at  this  time  were  coiueniplat  iiii;-  lluildin^• 
a  lari;-e  dam  and  mills  at  Westville.  At  llie  time  of  the  >ale  Majoi- 
\\'illiam  .M(d\'in<try  liad  a  moiiL:,-aL;-e  on  the  mill  propeit)-  and  \\a- 
tearful  that  it  would  not  l>i-ini:- eiioui;li  at  the  >a!e  lo  eo\cr  the  moit- 
ii-aii-e.  Mr.  .M^drni^try  wa<  vei'y  deaf,  hut  ( '.  W.  \V(dd  miii-'afd  a- 
fai"  as  possihie  the  old  ii,'entleman"s  su-[)en<e  hy  \\'ritin^'  up(»n  a  piei-e 
(d'  white  ho;ird  tiie  sueri'^si^c  hids  ;i<  they  were  maile. 

lunuediately  after  leasing-  the  pri.peiMy.  in  the  fall  of  ls(i:{.  (.lea-on 
c'V:  Weld  foolv  jHtv^ession  of  the  l»remi-e-  and  proeeeili-d  t(i  make  -uidl 
ehani;'es  as  were  lUH'e-^ary  |o  tit  the  iMiildini;-  for  u<e  in  manufaetur- 
iiiLi"  pails.  Mr.  W(dd  raided  the  roof  of  the  former  uri-tmill  tour  m- 
live  feet  and  huilt  an  addition  of  someiwcnty  feet  towanU  the  high- 
way. At  the  time  when  the  roof  was  heinij,-  rai-ed  ihere  enme  a 
se\-ere  w  iiul-torm  and  it  wa<  only  l»y  dinl  id'  chainim;-  dow  n  the  i<H.f 
with  all  file  ehains  that  could  he  I'ai-ed  in  the  nei-hhorhood  that  il 
waslcept  on  the  ])remi-e<.  N'ery  simui  aftei-  (ilr.r-on  v^v  Weld  had 
hii-ed  ihe  mill,  (iaytoii  Urdlard  who  at  thai  lime  \\a>  operatim;-  a  ct»t- 
ton  mill  at  WestA'ille  with  Ad(dpiiu-  Mei  riam.  \va-  taken  inio  pariner- 
>hip,  Mr.  l^iUai-d  and  the  ii'an  of  (.leaxui  .V  N\  (dd  Inddiii--  each  a 
half  intero!.  The  huildinii,s  were  remoilded  and  llii'  pail  machiuei'y 
was  in-talled  under  the  ^■eneral  oxcr-i^ht  (»1  Mr.  W  eld,  who  had  some 
prat'tical  kiiowdedL:,-!' of  the  pail  i)U<ine-.<  Liained  hy  workiui;-  al  tlial 
liu^iiiess  in  Xcw  j  lanip^hiic  when  aluMit  t\\ent\-  year-  (d  au'e.  IJiii 
\-ery  >oon  affei- the  mill  was  ><!arted  (  harN's  I  lyile.  w  h<»  ^\■as  a  natiNc 
(d  \\'incliendon  and  had  had  -evei-al  3-eai>  experience  in  the  wooden 
ware  mill<  of  thai  town.  w'a<  employed,  the  under-tandnii;-  heiiii;-  from 
the  first  that  he  was  to  ha\<'  L;,eneial  oxcr-iitht  of  the  actual  proee--  id' 
manufacture.  M i-.  !  I yde  came  I rom  r>i-( M>kiield  to  take  thi-  position 
in  the  lalter  part  of  the  yeai-  ISii.'k 

The  pails  In-re  manufactured  weic  made  of  pine.  Tlie  jtail  -ide- 
were  t  urned  in  the  lirst  llooi-  of  the  pi-e>enl  hox  shop.  Ihe  holloin- 
■were  made  on  the  u|)per  tlo(M-.  In  ihe  foinier  hattinu-  null.  -ta\f- 
were  sawed  on  the  hasemeiit  lloor.  tlie  lii>t  lloor  wa-  u-ed  lor  paint- 
inu'  and  the  top  lloor  f«u-  fini-liinu-  and  -loriii^'.  'i'he  cotton  machiner\' 
liad  l)een  pre\ioir-ly  remo\<'d  lioiu  the  huildinu.  Ii.i  addilion.  two 
huildin;.;s  were  huilt  lor  u-e  a>  dry  hou-e-.    The-e  were  later  huriied 


niul  a  third  our  was  Imilt.  Tlic  pail  liii-iin'->  lirrc  ciUKlmMcii  \\a-  at 
Iir>t  aiai\(' and  i»r()litabl('.  ( . lca-(Mi  W  rld  were  ai  ihi-  time  (ipciai- 
iiii;-  a  >a\\iiii!l  at  I'nioii.  ('t.,  llif  ( 'a<>  mill,  and  aiimlHT  at  r>icalvncck. 
and  at  both  plact's  staxc-  were  <a\vrd  lor  nsc  at  tin-  |/ail  mill.  Alxail 
twenty  men  w  ('!■(' cmiiloycd  at  tlic  mill  when  the  l)U-iiics>  \\a-  nio~i 
ai'tivt";  t  he  dail}'  (iin  \\  a-  li  I  ly  t  o  >i \i  \-  d(tzcn  paiU  and  the  pi'Mlit 
I'm-  a  time  at  tirst  was  al)<>nt  (tiir  doUai'  |m'1-  dii/m. 

Tlic  business  I'oininncd  nndrr  the  alioNc  ma na^'cmcnt.  tor  aluait  a 
ycai' and  a  half.  IVom  \(i\fml)('r  oi-  I  )<H'('ndt»'i'.  iSO.'i.  to  llic  -priiiL;'  <d' 
iSOo.  l"'inall}',  iiowcNCf,  it  bcramc  clear  lliat  then-  iMndd  nut  exi-t 
between  the  membei's  of  tlie  then  e\i>tinu'  lirm  sneli  a  dcLCrC'"  "d'  har- 
mony and  mutual  eontideui'e  as  was  (  s<ential  to  tlie  be-t  re-uli-. 
The  outeome  ot  this  was  that  .Mr.  Ilallard  jiroiiox-d  to  (ilea-on  ^'v:  W  eld 
to  sell  lii- interest  or  to  liuy  tlieirs.  lli-  ttller  to  buy  wa<  aeeepted. 
file  i)riee  was  set  by  Mr.  Weld,  and  Mr.  IJallard  became  the  s(de  o\\  n- 
er  in  llie  sprini^  of  ls(;5.  l-'oi- a  short  time  now  Mr.  l{allar<l  held  t  he 
l)ro]»ei-t y  alone.  Durini.;'  all  tla-  periixl.  liowe\er.  ot  Mr.  IJallaid'^ 
connection  w  ith  the  pail  l)U^ine->  he  \\a-  acii\(dy  eni;aued  in  the  cot- 
ton mill  at  West  Nille  and  speiK  l)ut  liltli-  time  at  ihf  pail  mill,  the 
actual  ct)nduct.  <jf  the  l»usine.~>  at  the  mill  beini;"  in  llie  hand<  <d  Mr. 
Hyde. 

'I'he  next  i'iu\nii;e  came  i)roi)ably  in  the  sununei-  of  ISi;.").  at  which 
time  an  interest  in  the  business  \va>  pui-cha>ed  by  dohn  M,  (  lemence, 
M r.  (."h'mence  was  at  that  time  ent;;i,i,^ed  in  tin'  linnber  busine--;  at 
<;lobe  \'illai;e  with  ins  Ijnuhei-  Luther.  In  tlie  -umnier  time  the 
watei- in  t  he  <^)uiiiebaui;' wa'^  f  recpieni  ly  \  ei-y  low  lor  >ome  time  and 
it  was  piobably  at  this  time  in  isc;)  or  "(ii;  that  .Mr.  ('lenience  went 
into  the  pail  business.  1  )uiint;  his  connect  am  with  the  busiiie->.  Mr. 
('lenience  liad  ;;'eneral  charge  of  the  wei'k  outside  the  mill,  in  particii- 
lai' t he  providini;"  (d'  the  st(K'k,  .Mr.  llydi  beiiii;-  in  chari^e  ol  the  mill 
.as  bt  do  re.  -lohn  M .( 'lenience  remained  lieie  but  a  >lioit  time,  -niely 
somewhat  le>s  than  a  y<'ar,  alter  which  lime  he  -old  back  hi<  iiit<'i-e<t 
to  .Mr.  l>allard.  !>}•  tlii-  lime  the  pail  bu-iiie><  h.id  become  muc.  k'-- 
prolilable  than  it  had  lieeii  pre\i(>u-l\-  and  .Mr.  ikallard  luuin^'  decided 
th.at  it  wa-  impossible  to  run  t  he  bu-ine>s  at  a  proiit.  clo-ed  out  riie 
busine>s  and  dispo>ed  of  the  machinery,  sometime  in  lsu7.  For  a 
sliort  t ime  but  little  was  done  on  the  premi<e>  further  than  to  do 
i'ustom  sa w  iiii;' of  loi;s.  Mr.  llyde,  liowexer.  wa>  -till  lelained  in 
(diari;e. 

January  1 .  ISli,'),  ( Jayton  Hallard  >uccee(led  his  brother  do-hua  a- 
a,n-ent  of  the  Hamilton  \\'oolen  {  o.  .at  (ilol)e  X'illa-'.'.    A  -hort  time 
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hf'foi'c  tliis  Joshua  IJallard  and  (icnruc  A.  I)r(  <-i'r,  umlcr  the  tiiiii 
name  (>r  (icoru'c  A.  1  )r('ss('r  I'v:  Co.,  Immi-IiI  iIk-  lai-^^c  wowdldt  in  Stiii- 
l»i  id,i;t'  known  as  the  \Vi,«j,-lit  lot.  a  lai-^'c  trad  oi'  some  COD ai'ics  hoi-dcr- 
inii,- on  the  (^>nincl)au;i:  i  ivcr,  the  uicatiT  |»;ii  t  of  ^\  hirh  i<  now  o^\  ll(■d 
hy  l-\  C'liapin.  At  tin-  same  time  tlicy  hon-lit  the  W'i^lit  mill  and 
privilege.  In  this  transat'lit,)!!  the  (.-aiMtal  was  lurni^licd  ciiliicly  l)y 
Ml'.  Uallai'd,  hut  .Mr.  Dresser  condiiclcd  the  ne^ot ialioii-  and  it  was 
understood  that  he  was  to  actively  direei  the  \\-ork  ol^  eiutini;-  ()tr  tiie 
hnuher.  I'nder  tliesc  eireuin-tanee-.  and  iiroi)al>Iy  w  ill)  a  \  ie\\-  to 
sawini;- and  workinii' the  huiiher  t'roin  the  \\'i;;ht  lot.  (iayton  Kallard 
(Mjuipped  his  mill  Avith  mai-hinery  lor  maniilaetui'inL:  L^entTai  huildinii' 
lumher.  Sueh  loi;s  as  i'<»uld  he  lloated  were  lloated  do\\  n  the  (^»uine- 
hau;;-.  At  the  iinll  they  were  saweil  and  worked  l»y  (iaylon  l>allard 
lor  the  th'm  of  ( ieoi-i;-e  A.  Dresser  ( 'o..  the  tini-h"d  Inmher  heinL:,- 
the  property  of  the  latter  tirm.  'i'lu'  sawini;-  of  luinhei'  from  the 
\Vii;ht  lot  at  the  former  IJra.ekett  mills  was  hei;iin  in  .Mareh.  ISC.S: 
Ihey  had  henam  sawin;;-  at  the  U'iuht  mid  two  or  three  moiilhs 
earlier. 

At  lirst  .Joshua  Ballard  had  hceii  th<' sole  ownei-  of  the  W  i-'ht  lot. 
hut  some  time  aft(-r  he  went  to  lioston  he  sold  a  part  interest  in  lhi< 
property  to  liis  hi'other  ( iayton.  h'or  a  while  alter  this  the  husiiie-s 
went  on  as  hefore,  ( ieori;e  A.  Dreoei-  heinL:,-  in  (•hari;'e  at  the  W  i;;ht 
lot  and  Charles  i  lyde  at  the  r.adard  mill.  Ihit  after  a  time  the  rela- 
tions Ix'tween  (iayton  llallard  ami  .Mr.  i  )re<se!-  not  heiiiL:,'  entirely  har- 
monious, the  latter  wilhdiew.  ihii  Mi',  liallard  heim;  now  the  auent  of 
the  1  lannlton  Woolen  ( 'o.  had  lilt le  t  ime  for  out'^ide  eiuerpri^e-.  and 
at-eordini;iy  projxised  to  Mr.  Hyde  to  take  o\-ei'  the  business  at  his 
mill.  The  outeome  (d'  the  matter  was  that  Mr.  Hyde  heeame  the  i»ro- 
[)rielorof  the  lund)er  husiness,  reiitini;- t  he  laiiidiiiLi,-  and  pow<'r  from 
.1.  cv  (i.  l>allard  at  a  rental  of  a  eertain  per  eenl.  (d'  the  hu-iness  done. 
Mr.  llyile  took  )tossession  and  his  hooks  were  opened  dan.  1,  iSii'J. 
At  first  Mr.  Hyde  tinished  the  s.awin-'  of  the  Wi-ht  lot  hnuher. 
d'hereafter  tlu-  loi;s  for  the  nrill  weic  taken  lor  the  mo<t  fiart  Irom 
woodlots  which  he  hou^'ht  aird  cut  olV.  The  liiiished  product  wa<.  as 
hidore,  nu^cell;iiU'ous  huildini;'  luml>ei'.  hrom  ISC'.)  to  IS?.')  an  a\craij,e 
<d'  live  or  six  men  were  employed  at  the  null.  I5y  a  deed  dated  Nov. 
10,  1871,  all  the  i-eal  estate  of  the  unll  i»ioperly  -was  con\eyi'd  hy  the 
liallard  hrothers  to  the  Hamilton  \\'ooleu  Co. 

d'he  !)usine-s  contimied  on  the  lines  ju-l  de-crihed  till  IST").  At 
that  tim<'  Mr.  Hyde  had  a  laru<'  stock  of  lumher  on  hand  nvIh  ii  the 
price  of  lumher  hcij,-an  to  decline  rapidly,     it  wa-.  id'  course,  de-ii-a- 
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blc  to  reduce  tlie  stock  soon  as  po^sihl*-  ami  with  tlii-  end  in  view 
ill  1875  Mr.  Hyde  in  eouipany  witli  W.  W.  I)ou^^la>  l)oimht  troni.).  .M. 
tS:  L.  I ).( 'KMiiencc  their  sawmill  and  box  shop  at  .Soiii hhridi;^.  .Mr. 
Hyde  at  this  time  ^ave  up  his  lc;i>e  o!  his  lornicr  mill  and  wa>  in 
business  at  the  ('itMuence  shop  alxuii  four  years.  Dnriui;'  nio-t  ot  ihi- 
time  duseph  Si)eneei-  leased  the  sawmill  w  hieh  .Mr.  Hyde  had  leli  ;ind 
did  a  small  hnsincss  in  custom  saw  in;;-. 

Mr.  Jlyde  sold  the  ( 'lenience  l»ox  .vliop  liacic  to  .1.  M.  ;ind  L.  1). 
('lenience  in  1S71).  In  ls7'.)  Mr.  'ratters(»n  and  Andrew  Hall,  acl- 
ini;  as  a^-ents  for  the  I  lamili on  \\'(Mden  Co.,  [)ropostMl  lo  Mr.  llydi' 
that  lie  .should  return  to  his  former  mill,  c<piip  il  wilh  box  making- 
machinery,  and  furnish  boxes  for  the  Hamilton  W  ()(den  Co.  At  the 
same?  time  th.'y  stated  that  the  namilt(<n  WOolen  ( 'o.  w  as  contemplar- 
iii^-  inakini;- use  at  some  later  time  of  this  water  privilege  and  that 
therefore  tiiey  ctuild  >;ive  him  a  lease  foi'  only  three  years.  Mr.  Hyde 
linally  accepted  their  proposition.  He  be*;an  the  manutaclnre  of 
boxes  at  that  place  in  1S7!)  and  has  remained  there  up  to  the  pre-ent 
time  upon  the  oriL!,inal  lease  which  was  drawn  lor  oidy  three  years, 
l)iirini^  most  (d'  this  period  Mr.  Hyde  in  addition  to  tiie  manutaetur- 
in^' of  boxes  lias  also  dealt  in  \aiioas  kinds  ol  dome-lie  lumber, 
l-'oi-  stwer.'il  years  lie  has  fiirnishetl  the  boxe>  used  b\  the  >n(dl\  ille 
Au_i;'er  ( 'o.  and  has  also  made  the  wooden  frames  for  their  bitrini;' 
machines.  Since  Mr.  Hyde  l)ejj,-an  in  tiie  ))ox  liusine>s  he  ha>  eni- 
l>lu}'ed  on  an  average  about  ten  men. 
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'riie  sctth'Hieiit  of  WestvilU'  was  coiinnciu'cd  ahout  IT.'iS  in  two 
places:  C)iu*  in  \\liat  is  now  Sdnthhrid^c,  the  otlicr  in  Stnrl)ri(li;\\ 

Deacon  Edward  Foster,  one  of  tlie  tirst  deac-ons  of  tlic  cliureh  in 
Sturhridg'c,  cleared  the  land  and  huilt  tlie  house  oeeu|)i('d  h_y  hiiu  and 
his  descendants  until  1827  or '"is.  It  was  llien  sold  to  I'ristiaui  S. 
AVheelock,  who  ivsidcd  there  until  his  death  in  1S81.  After  liis  death 
it  hecanie  the  i)roi)erty  of  his  daughter.  Mis.  Z.  A.Marcy.  After  Mr. 
]Marcy's  death  in  1000  it  was  sold. 

The  same  year,  1  738,  Col.  Daniel  i'liinpton  went  fioni  Medtield  to 
ISturl)ridge.  lie  selected  a  tract  of  land  containing  11 5  at'i-e>,  bounded 
on  two  sides  by  the  Quinebaug  ri^er.  lie  ei'ccted  building-  near  the 
soutli  end  of  the  tract,  on  high  gi-ound,  having  a  view  of  beautiful 
fields^sjoping  south  and  east  toward  the  i-iver.  On  the  oiiposite  side 
of  the  river  w^.re  the  Fost(M-s,  Denisons,  W'heelocks  and  liardings. 
On  a  part  of  tliis  land  ilr.  Plimpton  erected  a  sawmill  w  Iiich  was  un- 
doubtedly the  first  sawmill  erected  in  Sturbriilg(\  The  foundation  of 
this  ancient  mill  may  be  seen  ])y  tlie  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
Westville  to  Fiske  hill.  He  had,  also,  works  for  making  potash  on.  the 
sidehill  between  the  "old  factory"  and  the  ''Moses  Fr<ke  house.'" 
Brickmaking  was  another  eiiteri)rise,  small  (piantities  being  made  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  community.  There  is  n(»w  in  existence  an. 
account  book  of  Col.  Plimjiton's  for  the  year  1774-5,  the  contents  of 
which  show  that  he  had  a  store;  the  first  store  in  Sturbridge  of  which 
we  have  any  record. 
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'I'lio  foundation  of  our  sclioo]  system  was  laid  in  tlii>  vicinity.  At 
the  annual  town  nu'ctin;;  lichl  in  March,  1742,  the  town  voicd  tn  i,n-aiit 
twenty  })ounds  foi-  scho(din*;'  tlic  chihli<'n.  On  liic  ninili  ot  April  tul- 
iowin^'  tiiis  tiiant,  the  seicctiuen  licid  a  nu'ciin;;-  at  (he  hoir-e  ot  1  );iniel 
Kiskc  '•♦to  consult  h(»w  to  dispose  of  the  nu^ney  <iianted/'  It  was  de- 
ciiled  that  the  southeast  i)art  should  haNe  ten  pounds,  ten  shilliiiiis. 
'I'his,  without  douht,  was  partly  in  this  town.  The  selectmen,  up  to 
this  time,  icconhal  tlndr  orders  on  the  trcasui-cr  at  h-nuth  on  the  town 
records,  furnishin;j:  us  information  which  coidd  n(/t  oiherwi>e  he  ol»- 
tained.  Fron\  these  records  we  learn  that  the  lir>t  order,  dated 
Dec.  Oth,  1712,  is  to  "dames  I)ennison,  Ii\'e  i»onnds  five  shillin^^s.  (dd 
lenor"  which  was  paid  to  .Margaret  ManniiiL^  for  lo'epinij;  school  at  liis 
— M  r.  I  >ennison's — house  the  sunuiiei-.  I'here  was  no  sc-lioolhouse.  the 
school  heini^  in  Mr.  hennison's  barn  until  haying'  tiim-,  wheii  the  l*,ii-n 
was  neeiled  for  sonu'thin;^  more  important.  'I'he  huildiuics — hou>e 
and  barn— were  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  oi-cupied  l)y  Willard 
P.  .Morse,  a  few  rods  east  of  the  place  u  here  Mr.  Morse's  hai  n  now 
stands.  Tlius  we  learn  that  the  tiist  school  in  Southhridi^c  w  as  in 
what  is  now  known  as  the  I)eninson  district. 

It  is  not  known  ut  what  time  the  water  jiowercui  the  (^)uinehaut;'  was 
tirst  made  use  of.  l)eacon  J'^dward  l*'ostcr.  w  ho  settled  in  \\'est\  ille  in 
IT.'^S,  prei»ai-ed  the  tirst  water  privile^^e  at  that  [ilace,  xune  distance 
ahos'e  the  juescnt  dam.  dedediah  Kills  and  Fletcher  I'<»>tcr  t)uilt  a 
dam  across  the  rivei- and  erected  a  sawmill  on  the  south  side  and  a 
<(ristndll  on  tlie  north  side  in  17S)1).  I'p  to  tlie  y{'ai-  isll,  when  the 
first  act  of  corporation  was  ohtain(Hl,  the  water  jxrwer  had  l>een  oc- 
cupied hut  little,  if  atiy,  except  for  saw  and  gristmills. 

The  fn'st-esrahlishe(l  cott(»n  mill  in  this  \  icinity  was  in  \\'est\  ille.  I 
copy  fi'om  the  i-ecords  of  the  Sturhridij,'e  Mamilact urin^-  ('omijany, 
now  in  the  possession  of  l>r.  ('.  II.  Leonaitl,  Proxidence,  K,  1.,  and 
to  wliom  I  am  ind(d»ted  for  this  jiart  of  m}'  [taper: 

'••Dec.  5th  1811 — The  Sturl)rid<;e  Manufacturing;-  Compau}-,  heint^ 
re*;'alarly  formed  hy  si»;-nin,i;-  a  nmtiud  Comi)act,  <»r  Ai  ticlcs  of  Ai;ree- 
ment,  ])roceeded  to  choose  Zenas  L.  Le<>nard  Ai;eni  and  Franliin 
KMder  Clerk. 

"Tlie  ( 'onii)any  ])ou«;ht  of  Moses  Fiske  the  ,i;ristnnll,  w  ith  a  water 
)»rivile,i^e,  a  certain  tract  of  latid,  (with  a  view  to  erect  a  factory  on 
the  same)  for  >;(U5  as  the  deed  Avill  spccily. 

'-•('hose  Jepthah  Prnnpton,  Xatld  Rider  and  Lieut.  d(d)n  Plimpton  a 
conuuittee  to  liave  tlie  sole  care  of  the  ^-ristmill  to  i)Ut  it  in  repair  and 
to  make  returns  thereon  to  the  Company. 


*''riie  rom]):iny  ;i;i:rtM'(l  with  XMtli.iiiicl  aiid  Kiaulcliu  ll'uh-r  to  buiKl 
128  si>imll(*s  of  cotton  inachiiu'ry,  .-iiul  prcK'iirc  all  the  allciKlaiii 
ai-atioiis  tor  §14  jxT  s]»in(llc;  also  a  douhlc  wool  cardiiii^  inacliiiH'  for 
§(iOO.  The  wlioh'  of  said  inacliiiicrv  ihcy  warrant  to  1m'  complctt'ly 
;^ootl  ill  ('v«'ry  part,  and  (Mjual  to  any  in  the  ( 'oninionwcaltli.  and  als(j 
U)  have  tlic  same  in  I'eadiness  to  run  l>y  tlie  middle  of  dune  next. 
The  above  said  machinery  to  be  turned  in  t(»  the  company  for  shares. 
Also  Lieut.  ,Iohn  IMimpton,  Stephen  Xewell,  Zenas  L.  Leonard,  Moses 
Fiskc,  .Ie])thali  l*limi»ton,  Comfort  I-'reeman,  Ziba  IMimj)tonand  M(»ses 
Xewell  agreed  to  di^'  and  stone  the  raceway,  wheelpit  and  canal,  and 
to  erect  a  l)uildin_ii;  '-M  ft  by  45— thr«'e  st(;rie><  hij^h,  for  a  factory,  and 
also  to  cause  to  l)e  built,  the  waterwheel  and  ;j;eerin^",  and  to  have  the 
whole  completed  by  tlie  lir^l  of  dune  next — (X.  U.  If  Xatliainel  and 
Franklin  Kider  wisli  to  assist,  in  some  small  dei;ree,  in  di,i!:«;ini,^  the 
racewa^y  and  canal,  it  is  agreed  they  miiiiit  do  it.—)  A^jreed  to  dis- 
solve the  meetin<;."' 

Those  <'ii;ht,  persons  al)ove  nanu'd  con)pleted  their  ai^reemeni,  in  its 
various  ])arts,  in  the  month  of  dune,  1S12,  and  «;ol  all  things  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  tlie  machinei-}'  and  put  it  in  operation.  The  doui)le 
wool-cardin*;  machine  Avas  starte(l  in  the  month  of  duly,  181'2,  ami 
the  128  spindles  of  throstles,  with  the  cardiiii^-,  drawinj^  and  ropiiij^, 
were  set  in  motion  the  latter  part  of  Au<;ust,  1812. 

Xathaniel  Kider  spun  his  own  cotton  for  two  weeks  in  order  to  try 
the  machiiu'ry.  'I'he  compan\'  then  eni;,ii;'ed  Xathaniel  Kider  to  fur- 
ther progress  in  tryin*;'  the  machinery,  by  workinii'  company  >toek. 
lie  bei;-an  to  sjdii  lor  the  com[>any  the  7tli  day  of  Septeud)er.  1812. 
A fter  a  fe w  days  of  ex})eriment,  Xathaniel  Kider  informed  the  com- 
jiany  the  machinery  performetl  well,  and  he  pronounced  it  tolte^^ood. 
lie  accoi'din^ly  wished  the  company  to  accept  it,  and  make  a  general 
settlement. 

''A  part  of  the  ( 'onipaiiy  having  obtained  the  oi)inion  of  a  number 
of  (Jentlemen  who  were  acquainted  with  machinery,  that  it  was 
,i>Teatly  delicient,  wished  to  have  him  consent  to  have  dnd<;-e.'  bro"t 
on  to  say  whethei-  the  machinery  was  i;>'nuine  or  not,  and  if  not  to 
l)oint  out  wherein,  that  it  mijilit  be  i)Ut  in  ample  order,  if  p^tssibie,  for 
spinnin*;-  good  yarn.  Said  Xatlianicd  stated  ovei-  ami  over  again  that 
if  the  Company  would  consent  to  liave  a  general  settlement  made,  he 
would  warrant  the  machinery  to  he  equal  t(»  any  in  the  Common- 
wealth, vi/..  it  should  spin  as  good  }  arn,  do  as  much  in  a  day,  and  last 
as  long,  also  the  term  of  proof  or  trial  to  i)e  one  Acar.  And  in 
case  the  machinei-y  experiment  should  fail  to  answer  this  wai'ranty  it 
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sho'd  ]»e  taken  back,  aiul  all  dania;j;es  to  tlic  Couipaiiy  sliuukl  l>e  paid: 
or  otherwise  if  the  ("ompany  ehuse,  lie  would  see  that  it  was  inadct 
^euuine  in  every  part  remnnerate  tlie  Company  for  all  dainaj^es 
whieh  ini<i,ht  arise  to  tliem  on  account  of  deliciency;  and  furtlieruiore 
olle.red  to  <;-et  bondsmen  for  tlie  pei-formance  of  these  en^a<;;ements — 
This  olfer  appearing  to  l)e  so  fair  the  majority  at  len,i;tli  tho't  it  was 
best  to  accept  it  and  make  a  general  settlement.  Aceordinj^ly 

•'The  Company  having  met  at  tlu;  house  of  Lieut.  John  Pliuipton  on 
the  2Gth  day  of  October  1812,  after  hearing  the  stateuient  and  olVer 
from  Xathauiel  Iiider,  again  and  again,  Franklin  Kider  being  present 
voted  to  accept  the  machinery  on  the  following  tei-ms  fur  further  trial. 

"If  the  ("ompan}-  would  consent  to  liave  a  general  settleuieut  made, 
he  would  warrant  the  machinery  to  be  e(]ual  to  any  in  the  Connuon- 
wealth.  Viz.  it  should  spin  as  good  yarn,  do  as  nuich  in  a  day  and 
last  as  long,  and  also  tlie  term  of  proof  or  trial  to  be  one  year.  And 
incase  the  macliinery  experiment  should  fail  to  answer  this  warranty, 
it  should  l)e  taken  back,  and  all  damag(!S  to  the  Company  should  be 
paid;  or  otherwise  if  the  Company  chose,  he  would  see  that  it  was 
made  genuine  in  every  part  and  reuiunerate  tlie  company  for  all  dam- 
ages which  might  arise  to  them  on  account  of  deliciency :  and  fur- 
thermore oHered  to  get  bondsmen  for  the  performaneti  of  these  en- 
gagements. 

''The  Company  then  proceeded  to  make  the  following  settlement — 
Shares 

2    Stephen  Newell  ^^^'^^^^^^  for  materials  for  the 

'■  ract(.)ry,  work  and  money  !jn()().()0 

2    Lieut.  John  Plimpton  ditto  §500.00 

iM.. .  ...  i>:  1   .  Credited  for  machinery 

z    Llea/.er  inder         .    ,  ,     xt      i  i,-  /  t.-nn  a,\ 

repaired  by  Nathl  Kider  ^^oOO.OO 

0  '/oi.oc  T    T  o^>,..wi       fo''  niaterials  for  the  Factory, 

2  /.enas  L.  l^eonard  ,       ,  ^     o-aa  am 

work  and  money  !;;!o00.00 

do.  for  the  gristmill     land  &  for 
4    ]Moses  Fiske    Materials  for  the  Factory,  for  work 

and  money  $1000.00 

1  Jepthah  l>r.mi>ton        f^'"  nmterials  for  the 

^  ^        Factory,  for  work  c»c  money  J3i2oO.OO 

do.  for  materials  for 

2  Comfort  Freeman  tlie  Factory,  ror^^  ork     money  §500.00 

3  Nathaniel  l^ider    do  for  machinery  §750.00 

do.  for  materials  for  the 
1    /iba  IMimpton  Factory,  work  &  money  §250.00 

do.  for  machinery,  for 

3  ti-:iidd!n  L'lder  aud  money  §750.00 


do.  for  inntcrial.'*  for  tlie 
1    :\Ios(s  Newell  Kiietorv,  for  woik  money 


:23  Sli:ii-es  amounts  to  .S,'), 750.00 

Get.  -iCtli— 181-2. 

The  business  at  this  time  jjjavi'  u'ood  (•ncoura;;(Mn*'nt  of  j)roviiii;'  a 
l»rotitat)le  investment.  I\!arly  in  1813  the  eompauy  crretccl  a  l)(>ardinj^ 
house  north  of  the  mill.  January  tirst,  1S14,  a  stock  dividmd  of  lif- 
ty-onc  dollars  an<l  eii^iity-threr  cents  (§51. 8:5)  pcrsliare  was  paid,  and 
the  following  April  a  (juartcrly  di^  idt*nd  of  ten  dollars  and  twcnt}  - 
tlve  cents  (i?10. 25)  was  paid.  The  books  of  the  company  show  n(» 
otlicr  dividX'nd,  but  it  is  presumed  tlie  l)usiness  continued  protitablc 
until  tlic  close  of  the  war,  when  Hritish  manufactures  were  inti'o- 
ductnl  b(dow  the  cost  of  any  similar  productions  in  this  country. 
The  great  reduction  in  tlie  ])rice  of  cotton  yarn  by  large  importaliuir-v 
from  England,  soon  proved  ruinous  to  this  and  all  similar  enterju-ises. 

The  attemi)t  to  compete  with  skilled  labor  of  England  which  was 
now  thr<»wu  upon  the- American  market,  designeil  to  i-rush  out  llios*' 
early  attemjtts  in  that  business,  lesultcd  in  a  loss  of  the  money  in- 
vested. Tlie  factory  was  sold  to  a  new  company — in  part  the  f<u-nu'r 
owners.  It  was  sold  again  in  1822,  again  in  1S24.  and  still  again  the 
same  year.  In  LS.S.'J,  it  was  bought  l>y  Mi-.  lMim])lon,  duhu  Sra- 
bury  and  Sammd  dudson,  afterwards  iucorj)orated  as  the  \\'esi\i!le 
iNhiimfacturing  ( 'o.  It  is  not  recorded  how  long  this  company  con- 
tinued in  the  business. 

Although  the  factor}'  was  the  largest  of  tlie  manufactories,  ['  tind 
mention  of  various  smaller  ones.  Lucian  Tilkiny,  s(m  of  dona- 
tlian  'J'ilfany,  in  comjjauy  with  Knoch  (iibbs  commenced  the  manu- 
facture of  pistols  and  small  tirearms  in  l8.'{;nn  a  small  building  nearly 
opi)osite  the  W'estville  factory.  The  lirm  of  'I'itlany  i.t  (iibli-^  con- 
tinued this  business  in  Westville,  and  later  in  Sturbridge,  until  \^:\7, 
In  18;}8  Mr.  Tittany  removed  to  Hartford.  About  this  time  John 
jSIason  made  batting;  he  also  did  a  good  business  in  raising  silk 
worms. 

For  a  iiuml^er  of  years  previous  to  185.'5  little  or  no  business  was 
done  at  the  factory.  In  185;{  Adolplius  .Merriani  and  (ia}  ton  iial- 
lard  bought  the  factory  and  conunenced  the  manufacture  of  satinet. 
The  village  at  this  time  was  in  a  tlourishing  condition.  Although 
the  ground  is  uneven,  the  scenerj'  is  attractive,  the  liver,  its  banks 
shaded  b^Mjeaut if ul  elms,  being  a  j)leasing  sight.    At  that  time  the 
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water  falling  over  the  dam,  the  hum  of  the  machinery  in  tlie  mill,  the 
j)leasant,  well-cai'ed  for  liomes  of  the  i)eo|)le  there  employed,  i)re- 
seuted  a  scene  in  marked  contrast  to  tliat  of  the  present  time. 

In  1805,  Joshua  Ballard,  at  that  tinie  agent  for  the  Hamilton  AVool- 
en  Co.  at  Globe  Village,  became  treasurer,  and  his  brotlier,  Gayton 
Ballard,  agent  at  Globe  Village.  In  the  early  70s  tlie  Hamilton 
Woolen  Co.  purchased  the  factory,  real  estate  and  water  power,  in- 
tending to  build  extensive  works.  Instead  of  doing  so,  the  comi)any 
bought  a  large  plant  in  Amesbury,  ]Mass.,  and  this  ended  the  business 
life  of  Westville.  People  moved  away;  the  machinery  was  taken 
from  the  factory ;  a  pait  of  the  dam  was  taken  away;  some  of  the 
buildings  were  taken  down,  some  fell  down.  July  2nd,  1884,  the  fac- 
tory was  struck  by  lightning  and  burned.  July  3rd,  18<.)8,  the  board- 
ing house  was  destroyed  by  tire,  and  a  few  years  later  the  store  met 
the  same  fate.  All  the  buildings  connected  with  the  factory,  as  well 
as  many  of  the  homes,  have  gone  to  ruin,  and  tlie  Westville  of  the 
present  day  is  a  deserted  village. 
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Tlie  east  part  of  Dudley  wi\s  settled  about  1724  and  soon  after  Jo- 
sepli  and  John  Vinton  boujiht  one  thousand  acres  of  land  for  one  dol- 
lar per  acre  and  settled  in  the  west  part  of  the  town.  Joseph  Vinton, 
or  "Esquire  Vinton,"  as  he  was  commonly  called,  took  an  active  part 
in  town  affairs  and  was  one  of  the  selectmen.  All  we  can  learn  of 
John  Vinton  is  that  he  was  awarded  i*ew  No.  8  in  the  tirst  meeting 
house  in  Dudley.  This  one  thousand  acres  was  divided  and  sub- 
divided as  the  sons  and  grandsons  gi'ew  up  and  settled  around  the  old 
homestead. 

One  hundred  years  from  the  first  settlement  there  were  only  five 
families  other  than  Vintons  in  the  west  [>art  of  the  town,  and  three  of 
them  liad  married  Vintons.  AVe  find  in  old  reconls  such  names  as  tlie 
'•'•Vinton  Koad,"  ''Vinton  Lane,"  Vinton  Bridge,"  and  "•Vinton  In- 
tervale." They  were  industrious,  frugal  anti  generous ;  ever  ready 
to  hel})  the  poor  and  needy,  but  very  exacting  in  all  their  business 
transactions.  Tliey  wanted  everything  done  in  the  right  way  but 
each  reserved  to  himself  the  privilege  of  saying  what  that  right 
way  should  be.  This  was  very  unfortunate  for  it  left  no  chance  to 
compronuse  or  arbitrate  tlie  many  little  nnsunderstandings  that  are 
sure  to  come  up  in  any  neighborhood.  There  was  another  unfortu- 
nate thing;  the  center  of  the  (^uinebaug  river  was  made  the  boundary 
line  between  the  difierent  farmers  for  miles,  and  the  ri\  er  was  suj)i)Osed 
to  make  the  fence,  but  in  a  dry  time  cattle  could  walk  through  the 
river  to  the  land  of  the  U(Mghbor.    This  caused  any  amount  of  ti  ouble 


and  tlie  result  was  that  the  town  ])oiiiul  was  well  stocked  with  cattle  and 
horses.  This,  and  other  niisunderstandini^s  caused  them  to  ]iay  iiitMe 
money  to  the  lawyer  than  they  did  to  the  nunister. 

V\)  to  1831  this  part  of  Dudley  was  a  farmin;^  eommviint}'  and  nt)th- 
\n*r  out  of  the  ;;eneral  rouiine  of  larmiiii;-  haiipeiicd  except  two  tragic 
deaths,  those  ol'  'I'imothy  \'int(tnand  I'riah  N'inton.  'rimotliy  N'inton. 
son  of  Joseph,  was  a  man  suhjecl  to  tits;  he  would  drop  down  in  a  tit 
and  in  a  short  time  w<juld  come  out  of  it  and  <i;o  ahout  his  work.  NN'hile 
travelin<i;  throu«ih  a  i)ieee  of  lowland  where  the  cattle  had  heen  alon;; 
and  made  deep  tracks  in  the  st>l't  ground,  these  had  tilled  with 
water;  lie  fell  face  downwaril  in  (Uic  of  these  track>  and  drowned  he- 
tore  the  fit  left  hini,  L'riah  Mnton,  a  youni;  man,  li\<'d  with  his 
father,  and  while  working'  in  the  l)arn  jumped  from  the  scallold  into 
the  l)ay  upon  a  hay  knife,  making  a  fearful  cut  on  his  hody.  hut  he 
held  the  cut  together  with  huth  hands,  wallvin;^;  to  the  house,  show  in;;' 
a  strong  nerve  and  will.    IL'  died  soon  afterwards. 

Charles  A'inton,  son  (d'  William  \'inton  wiio  own<nl  th<'  farm  \\  her<' 
\Vm.  H.  llarwood  now  lives,  hou;^ht  of  his  father  th<'  land  tx-twceti 
the  Thompson  road  and  the  center  of  tin;  river  so  he  coidd  build  a  saw 
and  gristmill  on  the  river.  Then,  in  older  to  build  a  dam  across  the 
ri\  ('i-,  he  liad  to  buy  of  Joseph  N'inton  w  ho  ow  ned  the  farm  where 
Thomas  Jilackmer  now  lives.  The  land,  from  the  center  of  the  river 
north  to  the  hijih  banks,  Joseph  wouKl  sell  on  certain  condiiions;  one 
was,  that  tlie  dam  sliould  be  built  two  rods  west  of  a  maple  tree  ihat 
stood  near  the  hank;  this  Avould  make  a  longer  dam  and  cost  more 
than  to  build  nearer  the  tree,  but,  if  Ixiilt  here,  it  would  close  a  cart 
road  from  the  hi^h  land  down  to  the  int<'rvale  that  Joseph  used  oc- 
casionally. Charles  otVered  to  jjay  .losejth  more  money  and  make 
another  road,  but  Joseph  said  that  his  father  made  the  road  and 
traveled  it  and  since  his  lather  died  he  was  a^ain  U)  keep  on  travelinic  it, 
dam  or  no  dam.  Charles,  knowiiii;  doseplfs  stern  i^ualities,  concluded 
that  the  i)lace  where  the  dam  wa.^  to  be  built  was  settled,  so  he  came 
to  Soutlibrid^^c-  and  ^'ot  a  lawyer  to  <;o  ilown  to  Joseph's  house  to 
write  the  deed.  They  viewed  t  he  premises  and  the  law  yer,  like  all 
other  hiwyers  ever  i-eaihMo  hel[t  their  clients  in  an  honorable  and 
just  way,  told  Charles  that  he  could  w  rite  a  deed  which  he  Ihouuht 
rIosei)h  would  si,i;n.  'l"hat  wmild  j;ive  him  a  chance  to  build  his  dam 
where  he  wanted  to,  so  in  descril)in;;-  the  land  deeded,  he  Ci)mmenced 
at  t he  center  of  the  river,  thence  noith  to  the  hii^hland.  about  two 
rods  west  of  the  inaple  tree,  thence  we-t  forty  feet,  thence  south  to 
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the  ocntor  of  tin*  river.  Joscjili  ^i^■ll(Mi  this  di'.-d  ami  (  h:irli"<  Imill  liis 
4l:tin  within  one  foot  west  of  niaplf  t  ice,  riosini^  Josrph's  carl  road, 
.loscjdi  then  went  to  a  lawy<M'  to  snc  (  Ijai'Ics  for  not  hnildin;^"  lii>  dam 
whore  lie  had  a  riii,ht  too.  The  attoiney,  after  e\aniinin«;  the  det-d, 
told  Joseph  that  the  desi'i-ipti<»n  in  the  deed  ♦•ahout  two  rods  west  of 
the  niajde  tree"'  meant  any\vh«*re  west  of  the  tree  and  that  he  had  no 
case  ai^ainst  Charles.  liut  as  ('haides  had  takeji  st<tne  from  his 
(Josei)h"s)  farm  for  the  dam  he  sued  Charles  for  dama^j^c  by  takini; 
ston<'  fr<»m  his  land  and  it  was  left  to  C«d.  \Vm.  Hancock  and  <  '(d. 
John  Kddy  to  apju-aise  the  damai^e.  They  viewed  the  j»remi-e-  and 
decided  that  takini;  the  stone  had  \-ery  much  improved  Joseph's  land, 
hut  as  Charles  had  already  <d1'ei-ed  Joseph  ten  tlollars  to  settle  the 
damai^e,  they  hroui;ht  in  ten  dollars  damat;-e.  The  spininni;'  frame 
had  heen  invented  hut  a  short  time  and  all  had  heard  what  wonderful 
work  it  could  do,  that  one  woman  \\  itli  a  si)innini^  Jenny  could  -pin 
uiore  yarn  than  fifty  women  could  witii  the  s})inniim'  wlicfd  in  th<'  same 
time.  So  every  one  who  had  \Nater  power  tlnuiiih!  if  he  ct)uld  Imy  a 
s[)inniu,'(  jenny  and  run  it  and  thu-  sa\-e  the  lahoi- (d  the  other  toi  iy- 
nine  women,  he  would  Ik*  on  th<'  road  to  wealth.  S(»  J(»scph  had  in- 
chuled  as  part  of  the  con-^ideration  in  thech'ed  to  (1iarle.>  that  (  harles 
should  huild  his  dam  at  the  north  end  on  Jo>e|)h's  land  so  he  could 
ust*  it  to  run  a  spinnin^ji:  .M'lmy  •'>'  f<'i'  other  ]>ur|)(>s('s.  This  in- 
cumhrance  renuiin<'ii  upon  the  mill  property  until  JSOM,  wln'ii  th*' 
owner  u[  the  mill  want<'d  t(»  ilo  away  with  this  ol)Hi;ation.  The 
Josepli  \'inton  farm  had  chan<;-ed  owners  a  nnmher  of  time<  and  was 
owned  at  this  time  hy  J)au!td  Sayles;  Mr.  Sayh*s  was  w  illinii;  to  s<dl 
for  twenty  tlollars,  his  fare  to  WOi-cesiei-  and  hack,  to  make  the  deed, 
and  a  uood  diinier;  these  terms  were  complied  with  and  the  spinning; 
Jenny  privilege  was  done  away  with. 

(Annies  N'inton  built  a  saw  and  gristmill  in  and  run  them  until 

liis  death  in  IS'M).  Col.  John  Kddy  of  Dudley  settled  the  estate  and 
sold  the  nulls  to  Allen  Krown,  who  contimied  to  lun  the  saw  and 
gristmills.  He  built  an  addition  to  th<'  mill  and  with  oth«'rs  mai  ifac- 
tured  cotton  and  tweed  idoth.  James  iilair,  IJandall  iV;  Nich(d<  and 
(o-n.  .lames  (d'  I*ro\idence  wej-e  al>o  interested  in  this  maimfact uring. 
William  ('hild  made  wagcms  and  sleighs  and  at  mie  time  -hoe  pegs 
were  also  made  here. 

']'he  mill-  wei-e  l»urned  in  I)eci'udter,  lS;tl.  the  dam  going  away 
soon  after,  it  remained  in  tliis  condition  until  ISCl.  then,  a<  the  Bos- 
ton, Hartford  c's:  i^rie  K'ailroad  was  partly  graded  in  the  vicinity  of 
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thf  Bi'own's  mill  property  iiiid  with  tlie  seini-aiiiiual  ropoit  that  tlic 
car.*  would  he  riiiiniii;^  to  Southl)ri(i^('  in  a  few  weeks,  (ilcasoii 
>Veld,  who  were  rumiiiig-  a  t;ristinill  at  (ilohc  Villati'c,  concludrd  to 
buy  the  l?ro\vn  uiill  piivil»'<^e.  They  siipjjoscd  that  it  was  owned  hy 
u  Mr.  Henry  ,V.  Dana  ot  WOi'eester.  He  .•-aid  that  he  owned  it  and  he 
also  i)ald  the  taxes  and  collected  tlie  rent  (d'  the  Ikjuscs,  'I'hey  vis- 
ited Mr.  Dana  and  hou^ht  hy  l)ar»;-ain  the  null  ])ro])erty,  the  i)riee  to 
l)e  $1500;  he  made  a  deed  of  the  propei  ty  which  was  not  satisfactory 
and  a  second  was  unsatisfactory  also,  so  they  connnenced  to  look  np 
^Ir.  Dana's  title  to  the  ])roperty  and  tiiey  found  thai  all  the  title  he 
had,  was  a  niort«^aj^e  from  r.ucinda  .lones  of  Piovidence;  this  he  had 
sold  to  a  ^fr.  dohn  ^lann  of  Lancaster  for  nIOOO,  They  went  to  I>ancas- 
ter  and  found  that  John  Mann  had  heen  dt^ad  two  years  and  that  his 
hi'Other  was  settlin*^  the  estate.  (ileason  iS:  Weld  l)ou*^ht  the  niort- 
ga;^e  for  $1000  and  connnenced  on  the  foundation  for  a  mill  tin^  next 
day;  as  the  mort*(a«;e  they  had  lK)uj;lit,  i)rincipal  and  inteivst,  amount- 
ed to  $0700,  they  felt  safe  to  tj^o  to  work.  They  foreclosed  the  mort- 
jra^e  and  i)aid  Mr.  Dana  $41)2,  makin^^  the  anjount  $1500,  the  i»rice 
first  a;4reed  ui)on. 

The  dam  and  gristmill  were  huilt  in  18G5,  the  dryest  season  we  liave 
had  for  many  years.  The  Hamilton  ^Voolen  Co.  had  to  stop  their 
nulls  for  seventeen  days  for  want  of  watei-,  ^^ivinii'  a  chance  to  do  much 
work  on  tlie  dam  tliat  in  a  wet  season  woultl  have  had  to  have  heen 
done  nights  and  Sunday's.  'J'he  null  was  started  Octoher  10,  and  was 
hurned  down  Juiy  15,  1880,  heinji'  rehuilt  and  started  Octol)er  10  the 
same  year.  It  has  been  owned  and  iiin  h}'  the  same  man  who  Ijinlt  it 
forty  years.  'i'he  paper  mill  was  ])uih  hy  (ileason  iS:  nVcUI  in  isr.7 
and  was  run  by  Mr.  (ileason  and  otlu-rs  until  his  d(»ath  in  1878.  His 
interest  wtis  then  bouji,iit  l)y  (  \  \V.  \Veld  anil  i-ented  to  (leo.  ('amiihell 
&  Son  of  Norfolk  until  1881,  when  it  was  sold  to  \Vm.  J.  AVarren, 
who  run  it  very  successfully,  but  the  mill  was  i)unied  down  twice 
and  ^Ir.  Warren  lost  lieavily  by  both  tires;  soon  after  lie  rebuilt  the 
second  time  his  health  failed  and  he  dietl  April  19,  1896,  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  The  mill  is  now  run  hy  tlie  AVest  Dudley  Paper 
Co.,  William  Sanderson,  a<>-ent,  of  Woi-cester.  A  lailroad  station  wa~ 
established  in  1807  and  lias  had  but  one  airent  who  has  served  thirty 
years.    The  post  office  Avas  establislied  in  1809. 

In  1870,  througli  the  influence  of  (Jeo.  E.  Manstield,  a  Sunda}' 
scliool  was  formed  and  has  continued  to  the  jnvsent  time;  this  has 
*;iven  the  younji'  people  a  place  to  ujcet  once  a  week  and  nuich  good 


has  dt^nc;  Mf.  Maii?;lU'ld  should,  and  piohably  has,  received  tlie 

tlianks  of  tlie  coiiuiiunity.  A  camp  nieetiiii^  has  been  held  in  Mr. 
Maiistield's  «;rove  for  a  nunil)er  ol  jears  and  has  been  A\ell  att<'nded. 

In  1887  the  farmers  <jf  Dudle}-  and  sni'rtjiindint^  towns  lornu'd  a  co- 
operative creanier}'^  ass(x'iation  ;  the  land  was  given  and  tlie  buildini; 
))uilt  by  ('.  \V.  ^^^dd,  who  was  the  superintendent  for  four  years. 
Jolin  I.  Beek  was  butter  maker  and  superintendent  from  until 
tlie  Jioston  milk  eontraetois  bou;^ht  the  milk  of  the  farmers  and 
sldpped  it  to  lioston  and  the  creamery  was  closed. 

This  w^as  the  most  prosperous  creamery  ever  run  in  New  Kngiand; 
a  quantity  of  its  butter  was  sent  to  Taris  exposit  ion  in  18S8 ;  in  1889 
tlie  cream  was  sent  to  Boston  and  the  butter  made  at  the  tair  ot  tla; 
Bay  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  in  c<imi)etilion  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  other  New  England  crt-ameries  received  sixty-eight  d»dlars  in 
premiums  l)eside  the  gold  medal.  They  also  received  the  g<»Ul  medal 
at  the  United  States  food  fair  in  Madison  Square  Gai-deii  in  New  York 
iu  1894.  This  creamery  su))i)lied  the  Adams  and  Parker  houses  and 
Young's  hotel  in  Boston  for  a  long  time;  afterward  S.  S.  ri(M-ce 
C(».  bought  all  that  they  made. 

Dealing  in  corn  is  one  of  the  oldest  occupations.  The  first  trans- 
action we  tind  recorded  in  the  -fist  chapter  of  Genesis,  when  Jacob 
sent  his  ten  sons  into  Kgypt  to  huy  corn  of  Jose{»h,  but  tln'  way  and 
manner  of  doing  business  has  changed  since  that  time.  The  modern 
Jacob  sits  iu  his  olllce,  calls  ui»  Joseph  by  telephone  aud  orders  him 
to  deliver  the  coi'U  to  his  barn. 

The  grain  trade,  excejjt  what  was  raised  by  fai'uiers  and  supplied 
the  local  market,  has  been  built  up  within  the  memoiy  of  many  now 
living;  for  the  first  sale  of  southern  corn  in  this  vicinity  was  in  18;-{7, 
one  of  the  coldest  seasons  we  have  known.  A  ery  little  corn,  if  any, 
got  ripe  in  New  iOngiaiid.  Jeraril  Land),  Esq.,  who  kei)t  a  store 
where  C.  V.  Corey  &  Son  now  are,  bought  a  number  of  hundred 
bushels  of  southern  white  corn  in  the  port  of  Worcester.  'i'he  corn 
came  by  sailing  vessels  to  Providence,  then  by  Blackstone  c,»nal  to 
Worcester  and  was  teamed  from  there  to  Sturbridge  l)y  ox  teams  and 
sold  to  the  farmers  and  others  for  two  dollars  per  bushel,  each  one 
buying  only  enough  to  make  that  indis[>ensable  article,  brown  bread. 

The  lirst  sale  of  western  corn  and  meal  in  this  locality  was  in  1844 
by  Theodore  W.  Converse  and  Freeman  Walker,  wlio  run  a  gristmill 
at  East  Brooktield.  They  commenced  to  buy  western  corn  soon  after 
the  western  railroad  was  opened  from  Woreest<!r  to  Albany  in  1840. 
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I)\viii'ht  Johnson  of  Fiskdalr  also  Iirnjiii  Imyin^  a  load  (»f  ror/i  and 
stdliii;^  it  out  ainoii;;-  tin-  iaiiiicrs.  W  iii.  \\  i,ulit,  who  run  a  ^^l  i-i mill 
wlicr*,'  the  auji;(M"  shop  now  >tands,  conuncnrt  il  l)u\ in^- (.-oi  n  ot  .laroh 
t'^i:  William  Edwards,  it  hcini;-  drawn  tiom  (  harlton  l)ci.ot  willi  a  tour- 
ox  team,  ihe  team  Ixdni:'  owned  by  ^^  illiaiu  Kdward-  and  dii\rii  l.y 
Ids  brother,  who  now  li\t'S  at  West  Dudley. 

The  tlrst  null  for  i;rindini,'  an<l  sellini:  wottM  ii  e(.!-n  in  thi-  locality 
was  built  at  (;lobe  Mllau'e  by  (;lea.-oii  Weld  in  Is,")!.  Their  -ab- 
amounted  t*^  over  one  hundred  bushels  {)er  day.  and  thi-  was  al>o 
teamed  from  Charlton  Dcjiot.  This  eoi-n  eamc  \'ia  the  lalves  and  tin- 
Erie  canal  to  Albany.  wlTn-h  was  tin-  extreme  western  mai-ket  at  tliat 
time.  A  ear  of  eorn  eontained  3r)0  bushels,  aied  now  1200  liu-h(ds  i-^ 
not  an  uneommon  thini;.  I)uiin<i:  the  ^\iIner  td'  1S57  e<»rn  beeame 
seai'ce  and  they  bought  a  few  c-ars  of  corn  in  ihitlalo.  The  treii;ht 
from  KutValo  to  Al!)any  was  i-ents  per  Iiushel  ;  to(lay  the  trei^ht 
fioni  ('hieaii:o  to  Southbrid^^-e  is  '.)'._,  cents  i)er  bushel. 

(iraiii  is  now  boui;ht  as  far  west  as  I\an^as  and  foi-warded  all  i-ail 
under  certain  conditions;  these  are,  that  it  must  be  loaded  at  the  lail- 
road  elevator  at  the  rate  of  (Uie  car  every  eiuht  ndnutes  and  the  trans- 
action must  he  large  to  j;'et  the  lowest  fi-eii^ht  rates  fi'om  start  to  des- 
tination. The  ownei-  of  a  few  cars,  oi-  a  few'  hundi-ed  cm  s.  staiuU  no 
chance  to  compete  witli  the  laige  dealer>  or  trusts,  if  you  wish  t(»  call 
them  by  that  name.  To  illustrate:  In  ls(;7  a  man  in  this  \-icinity  had 
two  soirs  who  lived  in  the  -outhern  part  of  Illinois;  they  were  fai-mers 
anal  thou_i;ht  they  would  make  theii'  father  a  ('hristmas  ])i-e<ent,  so 
thev  loaded  a  car  with  c(U-n.  butchered  tw<»  ho^s  and  Ivilled  tw  D  rur- 
keys  and  })ut  them  in  the  i-ar  with  a  tul)  of  butter.  They  could  not 
J4«"t  any  through  I'ate  fi-om  the  raili-oad  and  tlie  car  came  through  a^ 
local  freight,  each  I'oad  I'harging  full  rate  f<»r  freight.  W  hen  thi<  car 
readied  >\'e>L  Dudley  the  freight  \\as  four  cenl>  more  pe|-  bu-hel  than 
wliat  he  could  buy  the  corn  for  hei-e.  He  sold  the  corn  and  poi-k  for 
enough  to  i)ay  the  fi-eight.  and  had  the  turl;eys  and  butter  foi-  his 
[tresent,  or.  in  other  wtu'ds,  the  railroad  had  eaten  the  corn  and  p.u-k 
and  if  the  t-ar  had  gone  a  few  miles  farther  they  wouM  have  had  the 
turkeys  aiid  liulter,  too.  'i'he  old  genrleman  was  wvy  nuich  jdea^ d 
witli  his  ])reH'nt.  Althougli  ot  liut  very  little  money  N  alue  it  -how  ed 
tlie  good  intentions  of  the  S(^ns. 

There  have  l)een  mills  and  millers  from  tlie  time  when  rhere  were 
two  in  the  mill  grinding ;  one  was  taken  and  the  other  left  down  to 
the  present  lime.       History  telN  us  that:  when  there  was  a  iiew  town 
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to  ])('  built,  a  few  (hv('irnii;-s  were  ))uilt  first,  tlien  a  in«'etin*];li()U-t'  and 
ii  i^ristmill.  'riic  mill,  like  llir  ine('tiii;;li(»us(',  lias  many  times  hccii 
])uilt,  or  lieljx'd  to  be  built,  by  tbe  public.  Tbc  town  of  Si urhrid;^*' 
^^ave  Mr.  Marcy  lil'ty  acres  (d'  land  to  bclp  iiim  l)uild  tlie  *irist  and 
sawmills  in  this  villa^^e.  It  has  become  one  of  tlie  most  historic 
spots  in  this  town,  as  it  was  here  that  the  (^uinebau*;-  river  was  made 
to  turn  the  first  whe(d  and  so  become  tlie  sei  vant  of  man.  'I'he  mills 
have  not  l)een  run  tor  toi'ty  years,  but  they  are  well  ju-eserved,  in  a 
o^ood,  substantial  building-,  kept  saci-ed  to  the  memory  of  their  former 
usefulness.  The  door  is  locked  and  the  key  may  have  been  thrown 
into  the  river. 

Fifty-tv.o  years  aji'O  the  mill  which  stood  where  the  auiier  sbo})S 
now  stand  in  Fiskdale  was  sold  and  moved  to  a  |)lace  xtme  distance 
from  the  town  road.  The  town  of  Sturbridge  ai;ain  voted  to  ^ive  the 
owner  of  the  mill  two  hundred  dollars  t<j  help  build  a  road  so  bi<  cus- 
t()mers  could  j;et  to  his  mill. 

Tn  a  town  in  Xew  Hampshire  the  miller  was  instiiicted  t<>  raise  a 
sum  sufficient  to  build  a  meetiiiuhou>e  l)y  takini,^  one  (piait  extra  tidl 
for  eacli  bushel  that  he  ground. 

This  mill  at  West  Dudley  is  doiiii;"  cust(un  or  faruuM-'s  <;iindiiin"  for 
the  svirrounding  c(»untry  Avhere  there  have  been  lifleen  *::ristmi!ls  luu- 
ning  since  this  one  A\'as  built,  forty  years  ago,  but  all  luu'e  been  dis- 
continued. 'J'he  mills  discontinued  are  one  at  Fiskdale,  th<'  <dd  Wight 
mill  in  Stui'bridge,  the  Central  mill  and  one  on  ^lechanics  street,  and 
one  at  Sandersdale  in  S(tuthbi'idge,  Ihe  Phillips',  Sibley's,  ('ai)en"s 
and  Thayer's  mills  in  Charlton  City,  the  ^\'alker  mill  in  Charlton,  the 
llealy  and  (^uinebaug  mills  in  Dudley,  one  at  S(»utli  anil  two  at  Xorlh 
AVoodstock.  'I'he  custom,  or  farmers'  grinding,  has  become  less  anel 
less  each  yeai-,  and  this  mill  at  West  Dudley  would  have  been  discon- 
tiniu'd  years  ag(»  had  it  not  l)een  on  the  railroad  and  ground  the  coi"n 
sold  in  Southbridge  and  surrounding  towns.  The  reason  of  this  is 
the  change  in  farming  which  has  been  greater  in  the  last  foi  iy  years 
than  all  the  changes  since  the  country's  first  settlement  u])  1  •  that 
date.  The  cause  of  this  change  is  due  to  the  demand  of  the  cities  and 
large  towns  for  milk.  l<^trmerly  farmeis  raised  t-orn,  lyc,  oats  and 
bai-le}';  these  were  allowed  tt>  get  ripe,  thicsbcd,  tal^eii  to  the 
mill,  ground  and  fed  to  beef  and  pink.  X<^w  the  r\'e,  oats  and  barley 
are  cut  gi'cen  and  used  as  a  fodder,  the  corn  is  put  into  the  silo,  and 
the  farmer  is  never  seen  at  the  mill  as  he  has  nothing  t(»  gi'ind  and  the 
gristmill  and  thresliing  machines  are  as  much  of  a  curiosity  to  the 
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fanuor.-J*  bO}'  a«<  the  liaiul  loom  and  S|)iiiiiinii'  w  1h  el  ai'c  to  l)i<  (laii,ij,li- 
t(M',  and  to  dcsc-ribc  a  Imskin^-  hec  witli  its  rod  cais,  new  cider  and 
l)uni})kin  jiies  and  li(>\v  the  tiddler  droi)})('d  in  just  in  time  to  play  his 
part,  Nvoidtl  he  like  i'e[)eatini;'  ancient  liislory. 

Formerly,  the  miller  was  one  (d'  the  hc>t  kiii>N\'n  men  in  the  town, 
for  all  ^vont  to  mill  and  ^vaited  to  ha\e  their  ;4rain  <;iound.  *;'ivin<i- 
them  plenty  of  time  to  i)OSt  the  miller  up  on  all  sul»jects.  In  a  l)n~y 
season  on  the  farm  the  grandt'atlK-r  and  the  urand-on  would  ;^-o  to  the 
mill,  and  when  there  was  a  young"  nuller  the  daughter  would  soine- 
times  go  to  mill  just  to  helj)  father,  and  tradition  says  that  she  would 
driye  home  with  tlieir  big  load  of  meal,  a  perfect  pictui'e  of  innot-euce, 
>\  ith  one  or  both  cheeks  Ix'siueareil  with  lueal.  'Die  mill  \Na-  made  a 
Hort  of  int(dligence  ollice ;  the  miller  knew  ihat  Suiith  liad  a  cow  to 
sell,  that  Jones  wanted  to  l»uy  a  hor^(  .  and  l>rown  had  more  })ig.s 
tlian  lie  wanted  to  k(H'p ;  he  knew  how  many  times  ,|<»hn  or  Julia  Ann 
had  l)een  at  the  head  of  the  class  at  school,  and  whether  or  not  the 
new  minister  was  giving  satisfaction. 

I  have  found  it  hard,  as  others  liave,  to  g(^t  dates  and  rec(jrds  of 
transactions  that  hapi)ened  before  the  memory  of  those  n<jw  living, 
and  at  the  same  time,  have  be(^n  greatly  impi-essed  with  the  good 
work  that  this  society  is  doing  by  gathering  the  history  of  the  ])a-t 
and  i)resent  anil  preser^■ing  it  in  i)roper  form.  Foi'  this  M-rvice  it 
should  receive  the  thanks  of  future  generations. 
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By  FuA.NCELiA  S.  Weld. 


Read  at  Meetixu  of  SociKrv,  Januaky  Sn,  l!)Oy. 


Upon  thv^  eustiuMi  slop;,  (jf  Hatolict  liill,  a  littlu  way  o\er  the  Cou- 
11  .-eric at  li:i  rise.-;  a  sm-.iU  br..)ok.  wiiicli  flows  past  the  far-iihousc} 
ocra[)HHl  by  (^ii  irL-s  Pliiu  ero^.-v s  Ihe  nud,  -oes  (Mstwa'/;!,  and 

uutei's  Polebii  V'.;^'  Swa::ii),  so  ealU'd  iVoiii  tlie  eurdiiroy  r.^ad  oJice 
built  throu^;]i  it,  .^ouie  trarx-s  ui"  whi.  h  siill  reiiiaia.  l^'.'oia  here  it 
turns  nortli  and  liows  rhron-])  a  tr:u-l  ot  woodhuid,  whieh  the  In- 
dians called  Co-wass-it,  nKaiiiiiL;-  "vi-uii;;  jiiiie  lands".  From  this 
^vas  derived  the  name  (\hiasse  for  t!i*'  la-oe.k. 

Tluf  pine  trees  must  ha\-e  j.;iowti  eonsiderably  since  the!i,lor 
they  are  now  f urnisliiu^-  must  of  the  material  used  by  the  Ide 
Lumber  Co. 

Farther  down  the  stream  is  another  woodlot  of  lifty  acres  owned 
by  the  Hamilton  \V\)o]ei)  Uo.  Here  ^rew  innmnise  liemk)eks  from 
which  three  inch  i)lanks  were  obtained,  and  tall  i-ines  from  which 
were  hown  timbers  thirty  and  forty  feet  Ion-,  and  quantities  of 
otlier  material  used  iu  the  building-  of  the  CUobe  mills.  Also  nuiny 
cords  of  wood  wei-e  cut  for  fuel. 

The  trees  are  growing-  up  again  and  for  two  or  three  miles  it  is  a 
wdld  region  where,  if  one  leaves  the  beaten  path  there  are  some 
moments  of  anxiety  in  regard  to  linding  the  way  out.  Here  are 
found  small  fur-bearing  animals  that  are  persistently  hunted,  and 
Other  timid  wild  creaturi's  and  birds  that  inhabit  the  heart  of  the 
wood. 

Farther  iiortli  the  bnxjlv  is  reenforced  by  a  small  tributary,  the 
Little  Gohasse,  that  lias  its  source  in  the  marshy  land  opposite  tlie 
Laugeyiu  house.    In  spring  one  finds  the  meadow  brilliant  with 


the  marsh  marigold,  and  later  tlic  air  is  vocal  with  the  soups  of  the 
red-wiugod  blackbird  and  the  inimitable  bobolink.  Little  Coliasse 
then  goes  northeasterly  through  Maplcside  farm,  where  its  waters 
are  checked  by  a  dam  on  the  old  nvdd  that  passt^K  the  house.  This 
small  pond  furnishes  ice  of  the  best  (juality  to  the  people  in  the 
Ticiuity, 

On  the  banks  of  this  stream  is  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
tries. This  farm,  carried  on  by  T'rank  S.  Morse,  consists  of  IGO 
acres  and  is  cultivated  foi*  the  different  crops  usual  to  a  New  Eng- 
land farm.  Twenty  cows  are  kept,  furuisliing  milk  for  scores  of 
families  in  town.    It  has  bjcn  iti  the  Moi'so  name  siuce  1775. 

The  little  stream  then  wonds  its  way  through  a  part  of  Jauies  H. 
Mason's  land.  Tiiis  represents  a  farming  industry  of  one  hundred 
and  sevonty-nine  years,  having  been  in  the  family  for  successive 
generations.  So  many  Masons  must  have  built  up  the  industry  on 
a  s(jlid  basis. 

From  hero  the  winding  little  brook  crosses  the  road  for  the 
seventh  time,  going  south-easterly  to  the  land  of  Edwin  T.  Morse 
of  Worcester.    Just  before  reaching  the  Cuhasse,  it  plunges  over  a 
ledge  of  rocks  twenty  feet  high,  forming  a  beautiful  cascade. 
"Leaping  in  the  sunlit  air, 
Tliou  art  life's  eternal  youth, 
Symbol  of  its  sweetest  truth. 
In  thy  sparkling  phantasy, 
In  thy  pale  foam's  chastity, 
In  thy  ceaseless  silver  singing. 
In  thy  bright  and  buoyant  springing, 
There  is  that  of  faith  which  teaches 
How  the  trusting  nature  reaches 
Unto  a  diviner  duty. 
Giving  forth  an  inward  beauty." 
Around  this  lovely  and  picturestiue  spot  grow  rare  wild  flowers, 
clusters  of  ferns  and  a  profusson  of  laurel.    But  the  falls  lose  none 
of  their  charm  in  winter,  when  the  water  is  frozen  in  terraces, 
numberless  little  grottoes  and  stalactites  glistening  in  the  sunlight, 
and  sparkling  with  frost  jewels. 

The  Cohasse  goes  on  uninterrupted  in  its  course  uidil  it  reaches 
Cohasse  Farm,  owned  by  George  W.  Wells.  Here  bordering  the 
driveway  west  of  the  dwelling  house  was  construcied  in  1H!)7  a  dam 
fourteen  feet  high,  flowing  up  the  narrow  basin  between  the  hills 
for  nearly  th.ree-(iuarters  of  a  mile. 
At  the  dam  is  i\  boathoLise  and  a  building  of  two  stories  that  con- 
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tains  iu  the  basement  a  cifler  mill,  a  mill  for  grinding  dry  bones  fo 
fertilizer  and  a  grindstone.  Isi  tlie  ui)i)ur  part  is  a  gristmill,  and  . 
mill  for  grinding  fresh  bunos  for  ponJtry;  also  a  circular  saw  fo 
sawing  wood.  Tlie  wati.'r  wheel,  purcliased  of  tlie  Hyde  Manufac 
turiug  Co  ,  furiiislies  lirtccii  horsii  powei". 

Many  similar  broolcs  on  the  old  farms  in  Now  England  and  smn 
other  states  an^  now  Ir.'ing  ntiliz/'d,  tlie  })ower  l^'iiig  clianged  t 
electrical  energy,  \vhic:h  docs  t!ie  work  of  several  liired  men,  1); 
driving  vari(jus  small  lalj:)r-saving  mat-hines,  also  furnisiiing  ligh 
and  heat  for  the  country  l)oase,  as  ^vell  as  charging  tlie  storag 
battery  of  the  automobile. 

Cohasse  Farm  contains  over  three  hundred  acrijs  and  is  carriet 
on  according  to  modern  nn^thods  1)}^  Henry  B.  Mason,  sniierintend 
ent.  It  comi)rises  the  Edwin  Eacon  place,  formerly  Oliver  Hool? 
er's,  the  Henry  Wells'  farm,  once  belonging  to  Dtni.  Nafhanic 
Smith,  the  Curtis  and  the  Diirfee  lots  on  the  Eastford  road,  part  o 
the  Weld  farm  and  the  estates  of  Frank  and  Jolm  Sayles.  Th 
latter  is  used  for  a  "hen-farm",  wliere  several  hundred  fowls  ar 
kept. 

Cohasse  Brook  goes  ]iorth  on  its  way  from  the  pond  through  th 
fields  of  Mr.  Wells,  crosses  the  road  that  leads  to  the  Buell  place 
and  continues  through  the  valley  back  of  the  Swedish  villag 
where  it  turns  east. 

On  the  north  side  of  it,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Eastford  street,  i 
a  small  place  owned  by  C.  F.  Putnam,  who  lias  nearly  completed  ; 
two-story  building,  forty  l)y  thirty  feet,  for  the  wheelwright  busi 
ness.  On  the  upper  tI(K)r  is  to  be  a  paint  slujp,  and  on  the  lowe 
floor  a  bljicksmith  shop  for  the  ironing  of  wagons  and  slioein, 
horses.  The  motive  power  will  be  a  gasolene  engine  running  : 
trip  hammer,  planer,  band-.saw,  drill,  and  a  machine  for  settiui 
rubber  tires. 

The  brook  jigain  crosses  the  Eastford  road  and  flows  through  th 
meadow  of  Wm  J.  Olin.  On  the  west  side  of  Elm  street,  the  Id 
Lumber  Co.,  incorporated  in  1904  by  Wm.  F.  Ide  and  .-ons,  Samne 
and  Eugene,  purchased  of  Frank  Parker  six  acres  of  land  tlirougl 
wdiich  the  brook  runs. 

A  shop  was  built  one  hundred  feet  in  length  by  forty  in  width 
employing  about  sixteen  men  and  furnishing  all  kinds  of  builders 
liui.sh  for  houses,  excepting  blinds,  also  knife  handles  and  bo 
shooks.  Quantities  of  the  latter  are  shipped  to  New  York,  Penn 
sylvania  and  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  water  from  the  brook  is  use* 
in  summer  for  the  boiler,  and  in  winter  water  is  taken  from  a  larg 
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well  dug  for  the  purpose.  The  stream  is  quite  variable,  being  near- 
ly dry  semetime.s,  and  in  time  of  fresln;t  overflowing  tlie  fit^lds 
aud  the  road. 

Just  as  it  reaclips  the  Ehn  stri  ct  l)ridge  it  rec-cives  anutlic-r  small 
tril)utary,  Meadow  brook,  tliat  rises  0)1  tlie  iiortlieast  sirh-  of  Co- 
basso  Farm  and  takes  its  c^urs*,-  tiTdugh  rhc  vali-y  on  tJie  west 
side,  of  Little  LebaL^on  hill,  through  the  nr  afluws  of  another  farm 
owned  by  a  Mason  family  for  nr  re  than  a  hundred  years,  firsr  by 
Josliua,  then  by  Oliver  and  by  Sessions  Ma-MU.  The  farm,  at  fir.-^t 
comprising  over  two  hundred  aeres,  ha^  din  inislied  in  si/j-  t(j 
twenty-two  acres  and  in  11)08  was  sold  to  Isadore  Lataille,  wlu  .^e 
ancestors  were  not  among  the  first  settl.  rs  of  Southbridge. 

From  here  it  goes  through  the  meadow  of  X(jrbert  Duval  and, 
reaching  the  roadside,  runs  over  a  pebbly  bed  several  rods  befc^re 
meeting  the  Cohasse.  It  is  a  valuable  little  brook  on  account  of 
supplying  water  to  the  animals  cn  the  farm,  and  at  the  roadside 
many  teams  stop  to  drink. 

"Lovers,  Lane",  so  called,  leads  to  this  bridge  and  I  have  bc  tm 
told  that  hereabouts  is  a  "match  factory",  but  my  informant  gave 
me  no  statistics. 

From  here  the  Cohasse,  fringed  with  alders,  glides  around  the 
border  of  a  dahsy  bespangled  meadow,  where  it  is  augmented  by 
two  .small  streams.  The  Hillside,  fed  from  s]:)riugs  in  the  "Park" 
crosses  Eastford  street  aud  runs  close  by  the  Central  Opticfd  facto- 
ry, where  it  is  covered  until  it  gets  beyond  Everett  strcf  t  The 
other  starts  at  the  foot  of  Toboggan  hill,  in  the  ledge  of  C.  E.  ^Yil- 
son's  house,  flows  east,  theii  south  through  the  valley  west  of  Elm 
street,  goes  under  the  .schoolhouse  yard,  past  the  rear  of  Summer 
street.  Is  piped  through  one  of  the  cellars  on  Everett  street  and  at 
last  roaches  the  Cohasse.  Most  of  our  pretty  brooks  have  been 
covered  over  and  liidden  from  .sight,  making  a  system  of  subterra- 
nean irregation  tbrougliout  tlie  tr,wn  and  contributing  to  the  rapid 
growth  of  many  fine  shade  trees. 

In  this  viciidty  the  Cohasse  was  often  used  for  the  baptismal 
service.  Here  in  Nature's  own  temple  under  the  open  sky,  where 
thy  tall  trees  overhung  its  gi'assy  banks,  where  the  song  of  the 
birds  was  heard  in  the  branches,  and  the  voice  of  the  wind  mingled 
with  the  murmur  of  the  brook,  a  fitting  place  was  found  for  the 
sacred  and  impressive  rit-:^.  In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1S64,  the 
Tear  after  the  Baptist  cliurch  was  burned,  a  large  number  was 
baptiz(td  here  by  Rev.  S.  S,  Parker,  the  pastor.  Among  those  still 
living  in  town  wlio  look  r)ack  up<;.n  iliat  time  with  pleasant  memo- 


ries  are  Georj^ro  Wells  and  Mrs.  Wells,  then  Miss  Mary  E. 
McGregory,  Miss  Ella  M.  and  Alfred  Cole  and  William  Freeman. 

From  tlie  meadow,  the  Cohassc  liows  on  tliroij^^h  the  coi-ner  of 
the  pasture,  roaring  and  dashing  over  the  ]-(v;lis.  Here  its  hanks 
are  a  tangle  of  wild  vines  and  shrnhs,  'jvrr.shiidowed  hy  lofty  trees, 
whore  nature  has  not  y^it  heen  encroached  U[)on.  Again  its  l)oister- 
ous  rioting  is  hushed  as  it  quietly  glides  past  tlie  silent  "city  of 
the  dead." 

Soon  after  entering  the  cemenn-y  it  receives  the  waters  of  Ravine 
brook  which  has  its  source  in  an  almost  ini))assable  swamp  at  the 
east  side  of  Little  Lebanon  liill.  Midway  of  the  cemetery  the  Co- 
hasse  widens  into  a  small  pond  reflecting  like  an  oval  mirror,  re- 
peating the  beauty  of  earth  and  sky.  After  leaving  the  cemetery 
it  flows  through  a  bit  of  pleasant  scenery  and  under  Cisco  street 
bridge,  where  once  was  a  dam  built  by  John  Waite  for  u  reservoir, 
and  afterwards  used  by  E.  D.  Aminidown,  Esq.,  to  flood  the 
meadow  in  winter.  Its  channel  is  narxowed  by  stone  walls  as  it 
I)asscs  back  of  Coombs  street,  wliere  it  furnishes  water  for  the  gar" 
dtius  and  the  colonies  of  hens  on  its  banks. 

Next  it  enters  the  Hyde  Manufacturing  company's  property, 
which  was  first  owned  by  Rev.  Caleb  Rice  of  Sturbridge  in  17(I'J,  at 
that  time  consisting  of  three  acrcss  and  thirteen  rods.  It  was  sold 
to  Benjamin  Freennin  who  erected  a  blacksmith  and  trip  hammer 
nhoii  and  probably  constructed  the  dam  above  it. 

Mr.  Freeman  sold  to  John  Waite  in  1801. 

James  B.  Mason  bought  it  in  ISdG. 

Edwin  S.  Morse  bought  it  in  181  L 

William  Foster  bought  it  in  1815. 

Calvin  Ammidown  bought  it  in  1818. 

J.  K.  Smith  bought  it  in  1821. 

Otis  Richardson  bought  it  in  ]  824. 

Chester  Cummings  bought  it  in  1828. 

Royal  Smyth  bought  it  in  183C>. 

William  Beecher  bought  it  in  1839. 

It  is  supposed  the  building  was  used  as  a  blacksmith  shop  until 
Royal  Smyth  bought  in  183(5,  when  it  was  also  used  by  him  for  the 
wheelwright  Imsiness.  After  Mr.  Smyth  sold  the  property  it  went 
by  the  name  of  the  "S)>ec  Shop  '  for  many  years.  The  west  half 
was  used  for  making  spectacles,  the  east  half  for  a  carpenter  shop 
by  Dea.  ('utting  and  Mr.  Nor«r()ss.  The  lower  part  was  occu()ied 
by  Horace  Fairbanks  as  a  wheelwright  shop.    Here  Smith  Beecluir 


came  to  ube  the  turning  lathe  for  Iiis  cabinet  work. 

The  water  power  not  always  hem^  siilTu-ient  a  lar^^c;  wheel  was 
fitted  up  and  Holdridge  Annnidown's  white  horse,  an  animal  noted 
for  his  size  and  stren^'th,  was  set  turning'  it,  but  n(jt  taking  kindly 
to  the  task  started  on  the  run  or  stood  still.  Such  an  unsteady 
motive  power  could  not  be  usud  and  was  given  up.  Tlicn  a  wiicel 
six  feet  in  diameter  was  made  and  weighted  witli  six  inc.lies  of 
mortar  boxed  in  on  the  rim.  This  wus  turned  l.'y  an  athletic  negro 
by  the  name  of  William  Jenkins,  called  "big  Bill" — probably  the 
size  of  another  -'big  Bill".  Finally  an  engine  was  installed,  wliich 
was  more  reliable  when  the  water  failed. 

In  course  time  the  whole  building  was  used  for  making  spec- 
ta(;les.  The  history  of  this  great  industry  will  be  giv.'n  later  by 
Mr.  George  W.  Wells. 

Wlien  the  American  Optical  Co.  moved  to  its  present  location 
this  prop(!rty  was  sold  in  1S72  to  John  Smith  of  Sturbridge.  It 
was  furnished  with  circular  and  scroll  saws,  surface  planc^r,  sand- 
belt,  iron  lathe  and  drill  for  a  carriage  and  repair  shop.  The  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  by  Solon  and  John  M.  Smith  for  nearly  four 
years.  Jacob  Booth  superintended  it  a  year  or  two  more.  Then 
Amidon  and  Giroux  worked  thereuntil  1880,  when  it  was  sold  to 
Isaac  Perkins  Hyde,  who  commenced  the  business  of  making  knives 
in  a  building  opposite  what  is  now  the  Stephen  Richard  Go's  factory 
on  Elm  street.  This  i^roperty  he  purchased  in  1874  of  Merrill  K. 
Olney,  he  having  previouly  bought  it  of  Stephen  Richard,  who 
built  the  shop  and  started  the  business.  Mr.  Hyde  employed  only 
tliree  men  there.  The  building  is  now  remodeled  and  madt-  into 
tenements.  The  firm  name  w^as  I.  P.  Hyde  &  Co.  from  1880  until 
July  8,  1881,  when  the  Hyde  Manufacturing  Co.  was  incorporated. 

An  upper  story  was  added  to  the  shop  and  rented  with  a  part  of 
the  basement  to  the  Southbridge  Optical  Co.  in  1883.  In  1891  it  was 
rented  to  the  Dupaul,  Young  Optical  Co.,  who  remained  until  lli07. 
In  1897  an  extension  sixty  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-six  feet  in 
width  was  built  on  the  west  side  taking  in  the  small  ell,  and  .i 
boiler  room  added  to  the  east  side.  The  old  "apac  shop"  is  still 
there  but  has  been  so  impoved  and  expanded  tliat  it  has  lost  its  old, 
familiar  features. 

The  Hyde  JNIanufacting  Co.  now  occupy  tlie  whole  building  em- 
ploying thirty-eight  men.  They  make  a  specialty  of  shoe  knives 
and  extension  blades  "of  any  style  for  every  line  of  cutli)ig  trade." 
About  one  hundred  and  lifty  dozen  are  numufactured  in  a  day. 
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fitted  up  and  Holdridge  Aniniidown's  white  horse,  an  animal  noted 
for  his  si/e  and  stren^.'th,  was  set  turning  it,  but  not  taking  kindly 
to  tlje  task  started  on  the  run  or  stood  still.  Sueh  an  unsteady 
motive  power  could  not  be  used  and  was  given  up.  I'licn  a  wheel 
six  feet  in  diameter  was  made  and  wcngbted  with  six  inches  of 
mortar  boxed  in  on  the  rim.  This  \vi:s  turned  by  an  athhitio  negro 
by  the  name  of  William  Jenkins,  (tailed  "big  l^ill" — probably  the 
sizft  of  another  -'big  Bill".  Finally  an  engine  was  installed,  which 
was  more  reliable  when  the  water  failed. 

In  course  of  time  the  whole  building  was  used  for  making  spec- 
tacles. The  history  of  this  great  industry  will  be  given  later  by 
Mr.  George  W.  Wells. 

When  the  American  Oi)tieal  Co.  moved  to  its  present  location 
tliis  prop(!rty  was  sold  in  JN72  to  John  Smith  of  Sturbridgti.  It 
was  furnished  with  circular  and  scroll  saws,  surface  planer,  sand- 
belt,  iron  lathe  and  drill  for  a  carriage  and  repair  shop.  The  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  by  Solon  and  John  M.  Smith  for  nearly  four 
years.  Jacob  Booth  superintended  it  a  year  or  two  more.  Then 
Amidon  and  Giroux  worked  there  until  ](S80,  when  it  was  sold  to 
Isaac  Perkins  Hyde,  who  commenced  the  business  of  making  knives 
in  a  building  opposite  what  is  now  the  Stephen  Richard  Go's  factory 
on  Kim  street.  This  ])roperty  he  purchased  in  187-4  of  Merrill  K. 
(Jlney,  he  having  previouly  bought  it  of  Stei^hen  Richard,  who 
built  the  shop  and  started  the  business.  Mr.  Hyde  employed  only 
three  men  there.  The  building  is  now  ramodeled  and  made  into 
tenements.  The  firm  name  w^as  I.  P.  Hyde  &  Co.  from  1880  until 
July  8,  1881,  when  the  Hyde  Manufacturing  Co.  was  incorporated. 

An  upper  story  was  added  to  the  shop  and  rented  with  a  part  of 
the  basement  to  the  Southbridge  Optical  Co.  in  1883.  In  1891  it  was 
rented  to  the  Dupaul,  Young  Optical  Co.,  who  remained  until  I'jOT. 
In  1897  an  extension  sixty  feet  in  length,  and  tW(mty-.six  fe  t  in 
width  was  built  on  the  west  side  taking  in  the  small  ell,  and  a 
boiler  room  added  to  the  east  side.  The  old  "sjiec  shop"  is  still 
there  but  has  been  so  impoved  and  expanded  that  it  has  lost  its  old, 
familiar  features. 

The  Hyde  Manufacting  Co.  now  occupy  the  whole  building  em- 
ploying thirty-eight  men.  They  make  a  specialty  of  shoe  knives 
and  extension  blades  "of  any  style  for  every  line  of  cutling  trade." 
About  one  hundred  and  fifty  dozen  are  manufactured  in  a  day. 


Each  knife  and  blade  bears  the  stamp  "I.  P.  Hyde,"  which  "guar- 
antees it  to  be  of  the  highest  ([uahty  in  both  material  und  work- 
manship." 

In  May,  1897,  the  dam  just  above  the  factory  was  removed  ard 
the  bright,  little  pond  which  was  such  a  pretty  bit  in  the  landscai)e 
was  no  more.  The  children  espcfially  have  grieved  for  it,  as  it 
froze  over  quickly  in  winter  and  made  a  safe  jdace  for  skiiting. 
One  young  business  man  of  today  remembers,  when  a  boy,  how  he 
naarly  forgot  the  Thanksgiving  dinner,  the  sport  was  bo  fascinat- 
ing. One  who  was  a  boy  of  a  little  earlier  period  declares  that,  of 
the  boys  and  girls  of  that  time,  the  tinest  skater  of  them  all  was 
Ella  Cole.  Some  years  ago  a  small  bath-liouse  stood  on  the  west 
side  of  the  pond,  for  the  use  of  the  families  ntjiir  by,  a  forerunner  of 
the  cottages  on  the  beach  today. 

When  the  dam  was  taken  away  a  large  well  was  dug,  into  which 
runs  water  from  the  brook  and  supplies  the  boiler  of  the  engine. 
Thus,  converted  into  steam,  the  Cohasse  is  the  motive  power  of  the 
factory. 

Below  the  "spec  sliop"  was  a  blacksmith's  shop  used  by  Enoch 
Bacon,  und  later  made  into  a  henhouse  and  dove-cote  by  Jarius 
Putney.    Here  ho  kept  a  great  variety  of  fancy  ])igeons. 

Cohasse  brook  then  flows  under  Chestnut  street,  the  waiting-room 
of  the  electric  railway,  and  Main  street.  A  little  farther  down  tlie 
stream  a  small  pond  was  once  flowed  up,  which  furnished  water 
power  to  another  small  "spec  shop"  belonging  to  Henry  Ammidown 
and  Charles  Edmunds.  The  building  is  now  occupied  by  Felix 
Quevilion  as  a  store  and  tenement. 

We  have  now  journeyed  nearly  six  miles  down  this  interesting 
little  brook  in  only  a  paper  canoe.  If  it  liad  been  a  littla  uncertain 
in  its  course,  and  proved  unseaworthy,  I  trust  you  will  be  lenient  to 
its  frailty,  and  we  wdl  disembark  where  the  Cohasse  meets  the 
Quinobaug  and  together  they  hasten  on  to  the  ocean. 
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PART  ONE. 

Ill  till' S('ri(\s  of  i);i|)i'r.s  oil  t  !ic  iiisr- >ry  antl  (li'\  ('l()))iii('i!t  of  tlu-  (j^uin- 
(.'baii;^^  rivrr,  tlh'  pri'st'ii  t  on  Slnit  I  l-'villr  i-  ilir  lirsi  to  d.-il  n\  iiii 

tht!  iii.lastrius  ol' SoutiihriilL;-.',  lor  ii-a:- S.iurt 'cvi  I!-,  (  whi'-li  i.-^  m  tli  ' 
western  part  of  llu;  ton-ii)  the  (^Miinel)au;4  rivv^r  entns  Suiirlil)n«l-f 
from  cStiiri)ri<l^'e,  the  eastern  half  of  the  river  heiii.u' in  SoiUhhi-u'.u'' 
and  thi'  weste)  n  lialf  in  St  urbrid;^-. >.  l-'i-evinns  to  tlie  sei)a;- i  tioii  of 
the  two  tcnvns  in  ISKI,  and  u[>  to  the  tinie  of  tfie  establi-^'-ment ,  in 
INK),  of  the  shuttle  industry  at  Slmtrh-ville,  rhat  whole  portion  ol' 
ir^tnrbrid^e  and  Sou; hl)ri(l'.;f  was  eallcd  \Ve^[vllle,  ahliou^ii  the  vil- 
la{4u  itself  was  divided  by  tin;  river.  Even  now,  the  term,  WeNtville, 
is  used  indefinit(dy  by  iion  resiilents  to  mean  this  whob'  reu"i''ii  ;ilo.i-- 
the  banks  of  the  Quineliaui^-.  A  lady  in  Shuttlevillr  fold  im-  tlie  other 
day  that  when  o])jeetion  was  raist'd  to  eallin^^  on  her  l»y  friends  liv- 
in;.^in  (  Mobe  Vi]]a;;e  or  at  the  centn.',  because  Westville  was  sui'h  a 
lonfj:  distance  from  tliesc,  latt.a-  parts  of  Sontlibrid;^^e,  she  replied. 
"Why,  I  do  not  live  in  Westville,  i  live  in  Shurrlevillc.  Avhich  is  .iu 
this  side  of  the  idver  ;  Westville  is  acro-s  the  rivrr  in  Sru'-brid-c " 
I  have  heard  my  mother  say  that  sh.'  liad  to  answer  the  same  objec- 
tion of  distance,  and  dctermiiiLd  to  iiave  tlr/  p  irtion  of  Westville 
Vvdiich  lay  in  Southbrid;^-e  called  Sli ni ( lev ille.  To  be  more  (hdinite, 
1  consider  that  ShutUeville  is  that  i)art  wlii'-h  lies  between  t!ie  bend 
of  South  street  mar  Alfred  M  Plini[»foirs  ne^^' iioust!  and  tie.'  turn  of 
the  road  at  the  bend  of  the  river  iirar  th"  home  of  J^merson  K  Oaace. 
in  ytatm^  these  bounds,  I  think  1  am  not  tresp.issiiig  on  the  yroun  1 
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which  is  covered  in  pap»'rs  on  Westville  and  Globe  Village.  It  is 
true  that  there  is  a  part  near  Westville  bridi^e,  Ivini^  in  Southbridge, 
which  has  always  retained  the  name  of  Westville,  but  Sliuttleville 
includes  only  the  buildings  of  th^  Litchfioll  Shuttle  Ooiupauy,  and 
the  houses  and  inhabitants  near  this  plant,  which  are  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Quinebaug.  It  was  therefore  in  Westville,  in  Stur- 
bridge,  that  the  first  cotton  mill  was  established  in  1812,  as  will  b  .' 
told  in  the  paper  on  Westville  On  the  map  of  the  Poll  Parish  of 
Honest  Town,  made  by  Samuel  Freeman,  in  1814,  there  is  no  inli- 
cation  of  the  use  of  water  power  at  the  point  on  the  river  now  o  -cu- 
pied  by  the  shuttle  works.  This  region  was  owned  by  tlie  Plimptoa 
family  for  several  generations,  and  when  the  line  was  drawn  in  ISK) 
to  separate  the  towns,  or  rather  to  set  off  the  new  town  of  South- 
bridge,  the  land  of  the  Plimptons  was  thereafter  located  in  two 
towns,  and  so  we  find  deeds  in  later  years  conveying  land  on  b  )rh 
.^ides  of  the  river  lyiuL'  in  Sturbridge  and  Southbridge,  and  some- 
times the  grantors  lived  in  Sturbridge  and  soTnetimes  in  Southbridge. 
Capt.  John  Plimnton,  who  was  the  ancestor  of  m)st,if  not  all,  of  the 
Westville  Plimptons  and  of  the  Plimptons  now  on  tliis  side  of  the 
river,  lived  in  the  house  in  which  the  late  Sally  Plimpton,  his  grand- 
daughter, died,  on  the  old  road  leading  to  the  Talbot  briclcy.ird.  an  I 
overlooking  the  valley  of  the  river.  This  house  is  in  W^stviile.  It 
was  his  grandson,  Chester  Plimpton,  father  of  Dea.  William  P. 
Plinpton  of  Southbridge,  and  Nathaniel  Rider,  who  married  Lucy, 
sister  of  Chester  Plimpton,  who  started  the  use  of  water-povver  in 
Shuttleville 

It  is  probable  that  no  dam  was  built  or  water  wheel  used  in  the 
river  at  the  place  now  occ-upied  by  the  shuttle  business  until  tiie  de- 
cade between  1825  and  1835.  Tlierc.  was,  however,  an  early  dam  op- 
l)osite  the  house  of  George  Wood.  Nathaniel  Rider,  and  his  cousin, 
Franklin  Rider,  had  been  two  of  the  founders  of  the  company  which 
began  cotton  weaving  in  Westville.  In  18:53,  the  Ridc^rs  are  not 
named  as  owners  of  the  Westville  Manufacturing  Company.  It  's 
supposed  that  during  the  decade  named,  Nathaniel  Rider  established 
himself  on  the  Shuttleville  side  of  the  river.  He  lived  in  the  house 
still  standing  near  the  works  of  the  shuttle  (company.  The  upright 
part  of  this  home  of  Albert  Pelton  (employed  since  ]S(;:{  l)y  the  Litch- 
fields)  originally  stood  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  on  the  bank  of  a 
snuill  brook  flowing  out  of  a  meadow  into  tlie  Quinebaug  bet\v«'en 
the  old  road  and  the  river,  north  of  the  Sally  Plimpton  house.  In  its 
curlier  location  the  building  was  used  as  a  pail-factory  Vw  the  Plimp- 
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tons,  aud  in  it  were  probably  made  the  first  wooden  pails  turned  out 
by  machinery  in  IMassaohusetts,  if  not  in  America.  Mr.  Rider  meed 
this  buildingf  across  the  river  and  made  it  over  into  a  dwelling  house 
for  his  family.  The  ori::iinal  barn  connected  with  the  Ridt^r  home  is 
still  standing  in  tlie  shuttle- works- yard,  bade  of  the  houst^.  During 
a  later  occupancy  of  the  house,  the  outside  and  inside  were  much 
changed,  and  additions  made  thereto.  This  part  of  the  land  close  to 
tlie  house  was  owned  then  or  later  by  Chester  Plimpton,  brother-in- 
law  of  Mr.  Rider,  and  near  by,  other  portions  were  owned  by  his 
wife's  relatives. 

John  Francis  Cooper,  born  in  Thompson,  Ct.,  near  the  Woodstock 
line,  on  August  38,  1821,  son  of  Sardius  Coo[)er,  wliose  wife  was  an 
Elliott,  is  living  in  the  house  opposite  the  Idacksmith-shop  of  Mr. 
Angier,  near  Westville  bridge,  and  I  liave  had  an  interview  with  liiiu. 
Although  in  his  Hotli  year,  his  memory  of  p  and  events  of  West- 
ville and  Siiuttleville  is  very  good  and  tnistw  )rthy.  H  •  was  brong  it 
to  Westville  at  five  years  of  age  by  liis  parents,  and  at  seven  years  of 
age,,  about  1828,  he  was  emt)loyed  in  the  VVi-stville  cotton  factory, 
with  which  business  he  was  identified  as  an  em [)loy(^e  for  many  years. 
He  recalls  that  m  his  teens  there  was  a  building  on  the  site  3f  the 
shuttle  works,  used  by  the  Riders  for  nuuiufacturing  pur[) oses,  and 
says  that  undoubtedly  Rider  was  the  one  who  built  it.  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  just  what  lousiness  or  kind  ot  manufacturing  was  ut 
first  carried  on  in  this  building,  but  it  is  known  that  Mr.  Rider  was 
a  nuiu  of  great  ingenuity  aud  couhl  turn  his  hand  to  most  any  me- 
chanical pursuit.  He  did  not  seem  to  possess  the  ability  to  get  on  in 
financial  matters,  and  as  he  had  a  large  f;unily  to  support,  hi  ne\  er 
accumulated  any  wealth.  It  may  be  supposed  that  he  was  lielp  'd  m 
his  business  by  liis  wife's  relativtis  Leaving  thv'  cotton  business  at 
Westville,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  tiuit  he  wauled  to  start  in  the  same 
l)usiness  at  tiie  new  location.  Mr.  Coop  ;r  says  that  when  he,  him- 
self, was  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  that  is,  ab:)Ut  is:}',).  Fenner 
Hopkins  who  had  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Westville  cotton  fac- 
tory, went  into  the  Rider  factory,  in  v,Miich  George  Rider,  son  of 
Nathaniel,  was  also  interested,  and  took  charge  of  sixteen  lo  )ius  for 
the  weaving  of  cotton-cloth.  ISIr.  C.)op;'r  ^vas  ut  that  time  eni{)K)yed 
bv  the  Riders  in  their  mule-room,  l»at  h'^;  rinuaincd  tlierf  only  ;i  year, 
and  Hopkins  removed  at  al)out  the  siune  time.  The  l)U!l(ling  which 
had  bei'U  erected  by  Natlianiel  Rider  was  a  two-story  wo.jd^n  ])uil(l- 
ing,  probably  very  chen.ply  con.structed.  One  dav,  lietweeii  i  s  U)  and 
1S45,  the  factory  was  destro3'ed  l)y  lire,  and  this  was  a  greut  loss  to 
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tlio.  Ri(l(M-s.  Miss  D  )l!y  .Vi>ll  savs  s'lp  r?.n\  ^nih  -/s  rli  •  ti'ii  '  r!i:it  rh- 
factory  ^v;ls  l)artic;l,  an  I  li')\v  ■^n-i.-v:'.!  IhT  a  i  it,  Mcs  Ui'li'i-,  w.i  ■, )V  r 
thi^^  misfortiiiui  ti>  h-T  liiisb  nid  1  tai;ii!y.  The  Ri  i  'f.s  \v;'r  ■  ca^;i-;-  ■  1 
at  oil''  tini"  or  aaother  in  tlb-  iii  i  lui'a'-tai'i !i  ^' of  pUto's  T:i<^  tiTni. 
'•[{id-M-'s  Pistol  Factory,"  has  of  tea  h -o  i  a  to  tae  plair,  of  rUf 

Litrhfu-ld  Sautth'  Ojnipaa     aa  1  it  is  ;);-o'jil)!v  tr.i  >  r'aar  ;)is-ols  w  'n- 
laadc  tlaa-i',  pcrliai)s  in  the  hail'lia^-  which  o.'.cuiiit' 1  th<;  sp  »t  ot  t 
one.  burned  down.    It  is  known  that  a'-ros;  the  rivi-r  thiT''  w.is  a  pis 
tol  factory  in  ISI'.S,  acr-ordin^-  to  Clark. -'s  flisrory  of  Smriarid.'^' •,  a  id 
someone  lias  said  tlua-e  was  a  lotlier  sa  -h  fii'-t  )ry  la  t'x'  s  -anc  r;'.i4io:i. 

Chester  l^iinintoa  was  an  a^aive  b'lsia'-;-;  in  la  in  Weslville,  a  ad 
livi'd  on  tlie  S.juthbrid;^;-  side  about  o[)p)site  t!i'' lK-id,L!:e  IT"  li  id  ;i 
null  for  the  raniin;^''  out  of  axe  liandh  s  :uid  tiie  Jik'e  on  Hdtehet  lir  ):mc. 
which  Hows  into  t'le  9aiMel>au;c  n-ar  thelxsi  I  of  tin-  read  at  K  n  -'x  )ii 
Chase's.  After  the  barnia,^-  of  the  llid.u-  eal.on  mill,  Ciie,r-,a-  Pliiua- 
tan  reai()\a'il  his  factory  from  il  iti-het  bro  >!■:  aad  plac  1  it  oii  tit"  sire 
of  the  burned  baildin:,'',  and  this  now  is  sMli  staa: lin as  the  lijn'i.a'hr 
j)art  of  the  oldest  portion  of  the  shuttle  "Tttrks.  "Mr.  Pliuiptoa  ah) 
had  a  factory  for  wo  » l-turniuL;'  ne  ir  the  (U'o^>  roii  I  oviu'  thii  bro  )!c 
fi4rther  ni)  the  streaai.  Tile  location  of  each  (^f  these  sni  ill  fLictories 
of  Mr.  Plimpton  is  still  pi)s>i])le. 

ShuttleviUe  is  loeated  in  that  {)art  (^f  Sou t hbrid;j,i'  whi"h  has  its 
oldest  history.  Just  al)'evt3  tin;  vailey  in  wdiieli  the  xilla;"  is  fouad. 
IS  tli(>  ])laee  where  James  De.afSi)n  settled  in  and  from  thr..,' 

lii-lna- parrs  where  live  Willard  Ab)rsc  and  Mr.  E.  ii.  Hask  dl.  th  r  - 
used  to  run  one  of  the  lirtt  roasls  of  this  vieinity  towards  the  l.»aelc^ 
of  the  ri\aa\  This  re^ioa  was  ori;;-i aaliy  ca-.-VT^ed  l-y  e>ae  of  the  La- 
dian  iiaths  whi(di  weri,'  tin;  o'lly  hi^';hNvays  from  (,!ie  part  of  N  'W 
I'hii^laud  to  auothcr.  Tluu'e  is  still  a  trac'.'.  of  this  road  or  carr-()atli 
in  tlie  fiidd;-  l)a(di;  of  the  h.anes  of  the  Chae'.'S  The  urst  s(diool-house 
(see  Q.  H.  S.  Leaflets,  vol.  i  :  no.  stood  not  a  ([uartei-  milt;  awav, 
overlooking^'  the  valley  of  the  Quinebau^'  at  the  ])oiut  de.seiabed  ia 
this  paper.  The  beauty  of  this  part  of  tiie  Quiiiebau;;'  valley  from 
Hyde's  box  shop  to  the  loNvhunls  alon;^'  tlie  banlrs  t')  tiie  north  of  tic 
sliut tie-shop  is  k'lujwn  t  >  ever^'oiie  ^vho  drives  ovta'  the  "lliver-roaiP' 
to  Mashapauj.^  ami  Holland.  The  hi.-i\d  of  the  ri\'m"  at  Emerseai 
(.•hack's  and  the  vieweith(a'  up  to  tlu^  old  bridge  at  Westvilleor  freiu 
it  in  cither  diriction  have  beeu  favorite-  plaees  for  the  amateur  nv 
professi(jnal  i)hoto^-raphcr  and  lover  of  nature.  The  '•ll.it",  as  it  is 
called,  licar  the  shuttle-NVovks,  as  you  uo  d.e.vn  stream,  lias  alsvay- 
attracted  the  eye  of  the  passer-b}".    I  recall  some  yood  times  playing 
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on  tlip  l);i]»lcs  of  tlic  river  bordiM-iii^r  the  "fi;ir'\  ;tii(l  df  t\\>-  T.itchfi^'M 
reuiUMMs  iiiifl  j)iciiic,s  wlu.'.ii  o'H-uj-i-.'d  tiierc  occnsii  .    So,  t  /o.  <h> 

1  rcr.i'.'iiilici-  r!i(^  il:r!,t;;'r()us  liiU'jMlly  tu:ii])liti,i^  aii'I  jiinipinf^-  in  rlir 
siiii(l-]«Us  of  the  HaniiUoii  \V(.'olvn  (  o.,  opj-o.^itt'  t'li..-  honif  of  Mrs. 
I'liniproii.  ja>;r  off  the  ro;i(i  l-adiii-  down  to  tln'  sluurli'  >lio]),  I  rc- 
niciiihcr,  too.  tliat  in  tin-  ;iutuuin,  we  wen'  eii-'ei-  to  ;j;irhfr  ttie  nuts 
from  the  eliestnut  trees  that  on  tlie  side-liill  bet\veen  the  sand- 

liiis  and  the  "fiat''. 

Tin-  Riders  did  not  remain  in  Shuttleville  very  Ion. after  thebarn- 
iii^^  of  tiieir  cott(»::-faetory.  'i'iifv  reniovrd  to  Waslrin- t . ,ii ,  when', 
in  later  years,  Geor^v.  in h.oiit in-^-  his  fatf.er's  meelianieal  in^'enuity. 
became  (|aitv  a.  famous  biiihh'r  of  brid-es.  liut  the.  failiir..-  (,f  otic  or 
iiis  plans  to  phuu'  a  brid-,.  at-ross  the  Pot(Minie,  lu'ou-ht  fniaiieial 
rum.  Of  the  laruv  family  of  Narhaniel  l^id-r.  one  dan-hter  snli 
livv's.  Jams  who  nnirried  Oharh's  White,  and  resides  in  \Va.-hinj;toi. , 
lui vinj.,- a  lar;^e  family  SfVt-;al  in  Sonthbridf.:i' are  ac([uainted  \n  il  li 
(n'or^v  N.  Rider  of  Washi n-i on.  Me  is  a  son  of  tiu^  (icor-e  just 
mentioned  and  visited  liere  last  Se|)tember,  hut  he  is  nnahle  to  tlir^iw 
-li;;lit  utjou  Jiis  -randl'ather's  ba.-iness  in  Sout Ida-id.Lre. 

As  has  h-eeii  said,  the  I'lnuptous  owiied  juost  all  th  ■  land  iiu-lud..-d 
in  this  desi.a-iption  of  S!iuttlevi!J.'.  One  of  tlie  •^'-raiulsons  of  Oajit 
John  l'lim[)ton  was  }^>a.\ter  Rlimiiton.  ?Iis  son,  Maunin;;-  Plinijiti;!! 
j-esidics  on  Jiis  fatlu-r'.s  place.  Anothei'  .i.MMf:d.son  of  Ca[>t.  JoJin  was 
Simon  Piimiiton,  and  lie  lived  N\  here  Mrs.  Jane  Plimpton,  wid.ow  of 
Jolm  ,li  l^lim])ton,  Simon's  son,  now  li^'es.  Opj/osite  the  home  of 
Simon  Plimpton  was  hind  which  came  to  Samuel  Ha.mmoial  Id, 
tiir(;u^l!  hrs  juarria^^e  to  Amy  Piini].!on,  a  sister. )f  Simon  and  h<:<.\ 
ter.  The  t\vo  small  houses  ne\i  b'  low  the  residence  of  Mrs  John 
Piin)pton,  and  owned  l)y  her.  orie-inally  ,-tood  in  the  Pond  L^actory 
rei.;ion,  on  the  \Voodstc,ck  road  over  Leban,»!i  lull  wliere  tlie  Hamil 
ton  Woolen  company  i"is('d  to  operate  a  jjrivile^c  and  had  ([uite  a 
little  settlenu'nt  of  employees.  Thciiext  two  iiou-^esarti  not  very  old. 
One  of  them  was  tlie  hom<M)f  i'iinyl\  Litchlield.  Next  comes  th,- 
residt'nce  of  tlie  late  Charles  (Jhace,  one  of  the  men  Nvho  ^vorked  in 
thr  Rider  cotton  factory  and  who  was  a  trtisted  eniplo\cj  of  the 
Lirv'h!ield  Shuttle  Ooiupany  for  over  4(j  years.  \\'hero  tTv'or,i;e  AVo<  d 
now  re^idi-s,  Joseph  ("Joe")  Brackett,  whose  llrst  wife  was  a  sister 
of  Charles  Chace,  lived  for  many  years,  in  a  hiUrsi-  built  by  Cti:irles 
(.'Ji.ace.  "Joe"  is  reUKunbered  by  the  older  people  of  this  town  as  an 
eccentric  character,  teller  of  the  most  lau,L;hable  and  iin})ossible  sto- 
ries, ami  the  trainer  of  a  bull  that,a<  one  time  in  the  seventies  whm 
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t'le  hor?5es  iu  town  were  sick  wi^h  ttie  epizootic,  had  the  peculiar 
honor  of  drawiiifj:  the  express  and  of  hAa^  hitched  into  the  shafts  of 
a  hack  tlmt  carried  the  selectmen  of  the  town  in  a  parade  on  the  0(r- 
casion  of  the  "Tannors"  cdebration.  The  Tiffauys,  Moores  and 
Stones  werd  earlier  residents  in  this  section.  L^istly  within  these 
desi^,niated  limits  of  the  vdlla^^'e  of  Shiittleville  is  the  modern  honi.^ 
of  Etn.^rson  Chace,  enipl(j3'ed  now  for  many  years  at  tlie  shuttle-shop 
In  every  one  of  tliesi-  houses  mentioned  have  lived  at  one  time  or 
another  those  who  were  or  are  connected  with  the  shuttle-business 
either  as  partners,  employers  or  employees. 

The  art  of  weaving;  is  -oh  old  as  the  day  in  the  dim,  prehistoric  past, 
when  man  decided  to  leave  off  wearing'  the  leaves  of  trees  or  the  skins 
of  animals,  and  braided  or  plaited  together  the  libres  of  some  planr  in 
more  or  less  artistic  shajx)  and  design  to  cover  his  nakedne.-^s.  Any 
one  who  has  visited  the  ethnological  collections  at  a  big  expositi(jn  ov 
ob.served  the  methods  of  weaving  among  the  Indians  or  Filipinos,  has 
seen  how  simple  and  crude  were  the  means  of  making  cloth  in  olden 
days.  At  first  the  hand  itself  carried  the  thread  as  it  ^^-as  worked 
in  and  out  among  the  cross  threads.  Then  some  simple  arrangement 
like  a  needle  or  fastener  carried  the  thread.  Then  the  shuttle  was 
i  iveated.  The  Bible  has  several  times  the  u.se  of  tlie  word  ''shuttle." 
Von  recall  the  words  in  Job: — "My  days  are  liki'  the  weaver's  sliut- 
tie,"  meaning  thereby  that  life  was  (piickly  livi-a  .and  h)st  in  thc^  veb 
of  events.  The  shuttle  which  was  known  then  was  very  simple  and 
extremely  slow  in  its  action.  If  Job  had  observed  the  shuttle  a>  it 
flies  back  and  forth  in  the  mill  loom  of  to-day,  lie  would  have  .i:a<le 
a  little  different  statement,  and  yet.  it  does  seeiu,  at  times,  that  our 
lives  are  lived  in  a  manner  whicli  i.s  truly  analogous  to  the  extremely 
rapid  movement  of  the  sliuttle  in  cmr  mills.  The  wora,  itself,  comes 
from  an  Anglo  Saxon  verb,  meaning  "to  shoot."  As  an  E:iglisli 
verb,  it  means  "to  move  cpiickly  backwards  and  forw.irds."  In 
weaving,  the  shuttle  is  a  "b  ),it  shaped  v>it-'<-'-e  of  wood  which  carries  a 
bobbin  or  cop,  containing  the  yarn  of  the  weft  or  w  iof."  Tiiis  is 
Kniglit's  definition.  It  must  1x3  said  now  that  there  an*  certain  kinds 
of  shuttles  which  contain  no  bobbin  such  as  is  c.)mm  )nly  known  a< 
such,  for  the  inside  of  the  shuttle  is  sometimes  grooved  .^o  as  to  hold 
ihe  yarn  without  its  being  wound  upon  a  1)  )bi)in.  Tii'  g  nn  'ofslmr- 
tle-cock  and  battledore  is  familiar  to  us  all.  Not  until  17.1-")  was  r'.ie 
fly-.shuttle  invented  Before  that  timj  the  shuttle  wis  thro,va  bi  -k 
and  forth  by  hand.  I  recall  sitting  by  the  h(Mir  iu  the' basem  Mir  of 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Isaac  C'ark,  on  Soutli  Strcft,  to  ssatch  lier  weave 
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rag-oarpoting  by  hand.  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  nie  to  see  her  pick 
up  the  big.  cuiiibersoinf  shuttles  coutaiuiug  the  narrow  variously 
colored  strips  of  rags,  aud  throw  the  shuttles  from  one  side  to  the 
other  of  her  loom  as  she  worked  out  the  design  in  her  mind's  eye. 
The  inventor  of  the  fly-shiittle  was  John  Kay  of  Bury,  England.  His 
invention  reduced  the  labor  of  weaving-  one-half,  and  raised  it  from 
the  position  it  had  occupied  since  the  time  the  pyramids  of  Egyi)t 
were  built.  Like  many  others  of  his  class,  Kav  was  driven  from  town 
to  tow^n.  persecuted  by  the  weavers  who  used  his  shuttle,  and  died  in 
1X)verty  in  Paris.    Gay,  in  his  poem,  "Shepherd's  Week,"  says  : 

"Ye  weavers  all  your  shuttles  throw. 
And  ])id  broadcloths  and  serges  grow." 

To  Samuel  Slater,  whose  family  name  is  so  well  known  in  this  part 
of  Massachusetts,  must  be  given  the  credit  of  founding  the  cotton 
manufacturing  business  in  America.  He  came  to  this  country  in 
1789  from  Derbysiiire,  England.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  pass  thnmgh 
this  great  manufacturing  section  of  England,  livst  summer,  and  to 
Irecome  acquainted  with  a  Nottingham  family  by  '^he  name  of  Slater, 
who,  not  knowing  of  any  near  relationship  to  Samuel  Slater's  family, 
were,  nevertheless,  aware  of  his  fame  in  American  manufactures,  and 
familiar  with  the  region  from  wliich  he  came.  It  is  an  honor  to  this 
]X)rtiou  of  New  England  that  it  sliould  be  so  closely  rehired  to  the 
beginnings  of  an  industry  which  has  been  a  great  source  of  prosperity 
for  the  country  at  large.  Webster  and  Southbridge  and  the  region 
about  can  commouly  rejoice  in  an  historic  past  of  textile  manufacture. 
Each  has  given  a  large  share  to  the  total  prosperity  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  textile  fabrics,  and  Soutlibridge  has  also  contributed  to 
the  imin'ovement  of  the  processes  of  weaving.  This  has  come  from 
the  business  of  the  Litchfield  Shuttle  Company,  whose  early  history 
and  establishment  are  a  part  of  this  paper. 

Capt.  Comius  Litchfield  of  Charlton,  born  in  Scituate,  Mass.,  was 
the  father  of  a  large  family,  all  born  in  Charlton.  He  haotwo  wives. 
The  first,  Sallie  Rlanchard,  was  the  uKjthor  of  twelve  children,  eight 
sons  and  four  daughters.  Of  these  children,  iwosous  and  two  daugh- 
ters died  in  infancy  or  childhood.  The  names  of  the  sons  who  grew 
to  manhood,  in  tlie  order  of  their  birth  from  1800  to  1819,  were: 
Lutlier,  Liberty,  Pliny,  Festus,  Comins,  Laroy  and  Libya  Merritt.all 
unusual  Christian  names.  Of  these  men,  all  were  connected  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  with  the  shuttle  business,  except  the  eldest, 
Luther,  who  remained  uyou  the  parental  estate,  near  Mashamurket 


]\\V-  ill  Charlton,  tlin  lions:;  of  \\'lii'-ii  is  still  sr:i!i'lm;v  and  oWii;"!  by 
C;ii'iviuc>'y  Nic^liols  11:'  svas  a  wry  'a!;;;ily  riisji.n-t;;  I  citi/  'M  oi  CJli  irl- 
ton,  s('rvin<^-  in  variMUs  oili.-.'s,  inclndi t'lwii  cli^rk,  lU'd  h"  wis  a 
iH'prcseutati ve  in  tlu'  L'^M>latin\'.    (  >n;'  ,■^al■\  il a  nL;litcr  of  L'.!i)t. 

C;mii!is  Li^^htti'l'l  ^vas  .]/■(/•.;'.  \viio  as  Mrs.  ]■]  lai.vhi  i/!  ):nins.  was  w  ■!! 
IviiDWii  in  town.iLiid  wav)So  sIcp-daa^Mian-,  Mis-;  A.  j  janncttf  )  iiins. 
w;!s  (tur  ])nl)li.'  lihrari:!  ii  ftr  raaay  y.ars;  t!i.'  ■.  ;t  it-i-  wa ,S'.(///r,  r!it^ 
w'A'o  of  Dr.  ScluiN'lcr  Wliitai-y,  wli  >  dii  il  at  ih*'  h  )!uc  i\  )-x  oc(-u pird 
l)y  William  P  Plinii)t(^n,  \-viio  niai  rir  l  tlic  (lau'^-litci- of  irov  l^itc'i- 
Mrhl.  Ther  ;  are  no  dnscandants  of  LiiMut,  AI  iry  or  Sallii'.  Tii.'  two 
cliildiuai  of  the  scrond  inarri;;;it'  of  Cai it.  i '  uiii ns  Lio-lifii  ld  il  u  ilin 
infancv.  Hi-  was  Si'xton  in  th'-  town  of  (^harltv)!!  for  t\v  adv-six  vi'ars, 
nntil  his  death  in  ISiyf.  Ht.'  Ud't  v.'ry  little  propertv,  and  it  wa.>  then'- 
fore  iiecf-ssai'V  fe*r  every  son  in  his  faniil\-  to  learn  a  rradc,  and  as  he 
(and  /tis  fathe.r,  btd'orc  hini)  had  b^'ai  a  siiec;\ssfnl  and  sl^i  1  fall  ear- 
l^'siter,  it  was  natural  that  al!  six  sons  who  -n-  ^  to  inanliood  should 
tnrn  to  the  same  or  a  lik"  oeiai pal  ion.  The  mannfa''!  arinuof  <-lofh 
ri'-iiiired  water-powi-r  aaid  this  madt-  nei-c-sary  rlie  hi'i-\  iecs  of  mm 
who  were  sl^illed  in  the  makuiLT  (»f  dams,  fhinu  s,  M'at>M--\\ays  and 
v,-at(M--wl!etd  :.  Jt  is  ealli'd  millwii-hrin-:.  Tlw  Litehiield  brcthe:  s 
V,  ho  l(dt  home  deci'led  to  l)eeome  millwrights.  As  the\'  were  all  in- 
dustiions,  ijdelli^;ent.  honest,  ri,i,'-ht-]ninded  yonn.i;  nn  ii,  and  wia'e  of 
a  nuM-hanntal  tnrn  of  mi  ml,  they  found  pleni  y  to  do  and  tlu  ir  s-  rx  i'-es 
>vere  fairly  remnnerated.  Tliese  ^v(■re  I  he  days  Iffor''  tlu'  lar!»inr- 
wdieel,  improvc'l  iron  maehir'ery  ami  the  ^tt-ini  em^ine  iiie!  i-e\-olution- 
i'/'  (1  mannfacturing  ])roeesses.  Es'erythin.;^  in  the  mill  bnsiness  ^vas 
made  wholly  or  lar;^'-ely  of  wood.  As  mil ! w  ri.udi ts,  buihh  rs  of 
wheels  for  water-power,  makers  of  f nlliii^^-ndhs  and  rrj.jirers  and 
worlcers  in  wood,  these  five  broth.ers  eoidimu d  for  many  yi  ai's,  nnri] 
a!) out  the  year  1S12.  It  is  not  Irnown  that  riiere  nvr  in  cxistt  nee  any 
of  the  wa.oden  wator-wlieels  Iniilt  ])y  (lu'se  brothers,  Imt  (lua-e  ^vas  in 
the  sixties,  one  in  the  Rock  IMill,  in  Roelcville,  ('t.,  ^\  hi;•h  was  eallcd 
the  lar^'est  wcodoii  water-whe(d  in  America.  It  ^^'as  foi-fy  i'evt  in 
diameter,  and  ran  \\^ith  ^a-eat  ]*re(asion  ami  elfeet.  Yii.  C'oo})ersays 
that  he  I'ememliers  that  when  he  ^vas  not  osaa-  a  do/.en  yeai's  of  a,La\ 
Festus,  Liberty  and  Pliny  Liteldield  built  a  bv< 'ast  -  win  el  i'cr  llie  ^Vest- 
villc  mill,  and  took  dinner  at  his  father's  whih'  en;4a;4i'd  there.  Tiiev 
Wt'ie  then  very  youn^'-  men,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  the  water  \\  h< els 
wdiicli  wwv.  used  in  other  mills  in  Sturbri.l:;e  and  Sunthbiidj^i- wero 
built  in  many  cases  by  tlio  Litohiields. 
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But  the  days  of  wooden  \vh(M'ls  for  ohtaiiiin;.,'-  inotivr  jtower  wciv 
soon  to  end.  It  was  wliih;  Fcstus,  Lil)y;i ,  Pli iiy ,  LiluTt y,  and  pi-rliaps 
the  latter\s  soti,  Pliny  (later  known  as  Pliny  T  ) ,  ^v^,•re  t  injiloyed  in  the 
various  pursuits  of  wood- workin,^-  m  a  cotl.tn  null  at  Thrre  Ki\  rrs, 
Mass.,  that  tlh're  eanu;  a  rlianj^c  in  th-ro  occupation  as  mill  wrii^hts. 
Festus  who  S(,'cnis  to  have  had  lar-c  cxpcrirnet'  with  nnll-ownrrs  and 
the  conduet  of  mill  business,  atid  whom  the  hrothcrs  appai'Uitly  had 
chosen  as  tlui  one  to  arvan-c  for  their  eni;a,u<-'(iients  at  vai'ious  points, 
remarked  to  Mr.  Br(»wn,  superintendent  of  this  mill  (still  running) 
in  Tliree  Rivers, that  the  making  of  woi  tden  water  whetds  was  y;ettinu 
to  be  a  dull  business  because  of  the  iiitroduetion  of  the  t urljini'-wheel 
which  was  much  better  adapte(I  to  the  ol)tainin,t;' of  water- power. 
Brown  aj^reed  with  INIr.  Litchfield's  statement,  ami  after  a  moment's 
thought,  said,  "Why  don't  y(m  j^o  to  nuikm;:;'  sh uttle.•^ :  "  He  then 
conducted  Festus  to  the  ])lace  where  he  slujwed  him  a  twelve  dozen 
lot  of  such  poorly  made  shuttles,  wrou^dit  from  bin-h,  maple,  while- 
oak  and  appli;tree,  that  INIr.  Ih'own  Avas  much  dis^^usted  Nvith  them, 
and  turniu^^  to  Mr.  Litchlield,  he  said,  proithetically,  "If  yuuand  your 
brothers  will  turn  your  attention  to  shnttle-makinu- and  prdduce  as 
good  a  shuttle  as  you  hav(^  made  water-wheels,  you  will  ha\e  all  the 
business  you  can  attend  to  "  Festus  conveyed  this  ine>sai^e  to  the 
others  with  him  in  Three  Rivers,  ami  after  considerable  delxite  they 
decided  to  embark  in  a  new  though  not  wholly  unknoNvn  kind  of 
pursuit.    They  all  liad  .seen  shuttles  used  and  must  have  imti'd  sonu!- 
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wliut  of  thtur  ('()iistru(;tioii.  This  iiicidt'iit  at  Three  Rivers  was  pi'ol)- 
ab'y  ill  or  about  the  year  1842. 

Schiiv  ie.r  Whitney  was  not  at  tliis  tiiiu;  a  i)rLi(;ti(,-inf;'  pliysieian,  but 
lie  was  a  skiUed  to  )1  a'ld  eabiui-t  iiuiker,au(l  iiad  had  iar^c exjHTii'Ui'i' 
in  iiiills  as  a  mecliaiiic.  To<^cther  with  Lan  y  Litelihrld,  wlio  was  a 
wood-worker  at  the  bench,  h(^  was  eii;^M-ed  at  a  shuttle-sho[)  lu  Willv- 
iusouvill  ',  war  the  Dudley  Shuttle  Sho[) ;  it  is  thouglit  that  e:iea  liad 
soiue  interest  in  the  mill  otiu;r  thuii  workmen.  It  is  said  tliat  at  lirst 
tliey  were  manufaeturers  ot  au^vrs,  L  irov  had  b-arucd  b  lolc-kc'ianK 
at  Uxbrid^-e  Academy  and  w  a.  book  k  eper  also  in  Walkiesoii vilie,  a 
vilLi^HM)^  Sutton,  and  both  u(  these  nie'a  liad  iJ,ain''d  more  or  le-s  oi'  a 
practical  knowled,L;e  of  shuti  le  makiii;;-.  It  was  natural,  thtNcior". 
tliat  the  b,-(_itiiers,  in  carryintr  our  their  d'MUsinn  to  make  snuttle.^  iii 
Soutlibrid_;e,  should  invite  Mi'.  Wnituey,  their  brv-tber-inda \v,  ai.d 
Laroy,  their  brother,  to  leave  WilkmsouN  lUe,  and  start  in  tlie  new 
venture  in  S(jUi Idii-id^^c,  and  tlit^'ir  invitation  Was  acce,  ted  as  soon  a- 
inattei's  c  add  lie  arianj^cd. 

Liberty  Litehtield,  tlie  eldest  of  the  l)rotliers  to  '^o  into  th"  shuttl''- 
busiiiess  was  a  carpenter  and  practical  workman  for  doin^  all  kimlsof 
wood  work,  but  he  and  liis  so:i,  i^liiiy  T.,  were  enqiloyed  l)y  the  milts 
at  Globe  Villaije,  and  did  nor  dii-ee,ily  enter  into  tl»e  shuttle  l»asine-s. 
Liberty  had  a  Jar;4e  family  to  support  an-:  lie  did  not  see  his  way 
clear  to  invi'st  in  the  new  coniiKin}'.  He  had  si)ent  niach  time  in 
INIillbur}',  and  it  ^vas  not  until  ishi,  after  the  shuttle  luisiness  liad 
been  transferred  to  ShuttlevilJe.  that  a  way  was  opened  for  him  tot  n- 
ter  the  company,  lie  was,  however,  iuriu-ested  in  a  brotherly  Ns'ay, 
a.nd  was  em^il jyed  by  the  others  to  do  c;arpeiiterin^'  and  repairs. 

The  first  l):)oks  of  the  com paiiy  have  b  jtai  been  found  and  consulted, 
and  much  data,  liitherto  foruotteii,  have  been  bron.uht  to  lifj,lit.  The 
business  was  staried  on  or  about  ^lay  1,  isi;],  in  a  building-  whien 
stood  on  the  site  of  the  otliee  of  the  Print  Works,  at  Crlobe  ViUa-v, 
just  across  tlu'  brid^'e.  This  ])uil(lim;,  it  is  said,  i.s  now  standini:  in 
the  yard  of  the  Print  Works,  and  is  used  for  storing--  ])urposes.  At 
that  time,  it  was  used  in  part  by  the  mill  comimny  for  cari)enterinLr, 
repairs,  etc  Here  Festus,  Laroy,  Piiny  and  Libya  Litclifitdd  and 
S'diuyler  Whitney  started  the  stiurtledjusiness,  and  eacli  contributed 
as  e  oa''l  of  h's  rime  nd  r  de  it-;inbu  Idiii  sloAdy,  b  it  s  n'tdr,  what 
^\■as  to  provt'  a  larjj;e  enterprise  in  future  years.  To  Pliny  and  Laroy 
Litchfield  must  be  fj^iven,  however,  the  credii  of  c  )iitributin^'  more 
tliaii  the  others,  of  nuuiey  and  i)roperty  to  this  humble  be^-innini;-. 
On  Dec.  ',11,  1844,  however,  these  four  i»rothers  and  th.-ir  l^rother-in- 
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Imw  jirc  (1('])it('d  ill  tlicir  iicfouiits  on  the  UmI^ci-  with  owning-  tlu'bii.-i- 
iies'^,  (iiio-lit'rh  r<)  each  luaii,  in  the  i iKlividual  aiiiouiit  i>i'  >^'n'> 
Nott's  were  .i^ivi'ii  ;iii1(M1<;  tlu'iii  and  it  (hni  hfcaiur  iut(  s>ar,v  tn-'c.M  li 
one  to  try  to  pay  up  in  one  way  or  aiii«tli«'r,  his  pi'dpoi  tioniilc  sl.ai'f  in 
the  (•a.i)ital  of  thti  l)nsin(-ss,  and  for  .sonir  of  the  hrotluT.^  it  was  cusicr 
tlian  for  others.  Tlie  brotlii  rs  were,  liowever,  inutnaily  lirl pfnl  t  h-'H 
iiiid  throui^diout  their  lives,  and  adjastnients  were  made  atnon^- tiuMii- 
sclves  So  that  all  wniild  have  e(|ual  ehanei-s  to  proiit  l)y  tin-  husincss. 
They  worked,  at  first,  for  -i^l.-l'i  jier  day,  and  they  had  more  than 
••ei.i^htdioar"  days  at  that  time.  Twelve  and  fourttini  hours  were 
eonsidered  iieeessary,  for  work  NVasl)  \u;nn  very  I'arly  and  elo-cd  almost 
at  the  honr  to  retire.  Lar^'r,  the  \sa.L;'  s  wrre  iiicreascd  to  per 
day.  Everyotie  tried  to  make  thf.  hnsiness  snecessfnl,  and  althoii.uli 
it  took  many  month.s  of  iiard  work' and  ]»ati<'nt  ealeiilat  ion,  in  a  fi'W 
years  they  saw  their  way  elcar  to  enter  epon  nr()[H'rty  of  their  own  at 
Shuttleville.  It  ap'pears  that  thev  paid  t!ie  Mamilton  Woolen  L'om- 
pany,  .^r)().()()  a  year  rental  for  tln'ir  parr  of  the  shop  (,r  Ijuildin;:-,  from 
May  Isi  ,  184:]  to  May  1st,  iNKh  Pn  liaps  they  had  leased  the  i.remises 
for  three  years 

rhi-  water -privile<;'e  at  Shuttleville,  m  whicdi  Natlianiel  Rider  and 
Chester  Plimpton  had  been  interested,  \vas  the  desired  s})ot  for  the 
estahlisiimeiit  of  au  independent  shur  tle  ent(.'r[)rise.  Aeeordiii^ly,  on 
Nov.  (1,  184-"),  ther(i  was  eonveyed  by  warranty  deed  (i-eo(n-ded  at 
Wonn-ster;  orij^inal  at  the  ohiee  of  the  Litehheld  Shuttle  Co,  i,  from 
Chester  Plim[)ton,  unto  Festus  C,  Laroy,  and  Libya  M.  Litehheld 
and  Schuyler  Whitiu'y,  U)V  .S  .'POi ).()(),  a  '-certain  tract  of  land  situated 
])artly  in  S  aitlibrid^e  and  ])artly  in  Stur])rid.m»,  on  Ijoth  sides  of 
Quinebaujj;'  River  near  tlie  Westvillc  Facaor}',  down  stream  frcnu 
the  same  ^vith  a  dwellin^^  house,  barn,  blacksmith's  shop  and  factory 
thereon  and  a  water  i)rivile^e  connrcted  tlua■e^vith.  "The  urautor 
made  a  rescrva-tion  to  himstdf  of  a  i)rivilej^e  (»f  ;-;oing  to  the  river  to 
water  his  cattle.  It  will  be  nottnl  that  Pliny  Litchheld's  name  doe»s 
not  ai)pear  as  a  grantee.  He  did  not  approve,  as  it  seems  to  ap])ear, 
of  the  ])uyiii^^'  of  this  new  nroperty.  and  his  share  was  ail,iuste(l  so 
that  Lib(!rty  bec;a.me  his  successor  in  tin;  business.  Pliny  was  never 
afterwards  connected  with  the  shuttle-1msiiies>.  He  lived  in  Low(dl 
for  some  time  after  his  brothers  located  at  Shuttleville.  Festus  was 
also  much  enj^aj^i'd  in  business  in  Lowell  in  these  early  years.  The 
})roperty  l)ou^ht  at  this  time  imdiules  the  portions  occupied  by  the 
home  of  Alb(>rt  Polton,  the  ohh'st  part  of  the  .--hop,  and  the  land  to  the 
south.    On  Miiy  2:5,  18  IC),  and  Nov.  28,  18,".3,  the  .same  grantees  named 
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bou^'ht  of  Samuel  H.  (called  "rLunnioud")  Weld,  the  poi'tioiis  lyiii^r 
to  the  n;)rth,  iiicludin;^'  tlu^  side  hill  aud  "Hat"  alnn.n  the  river,  uiid  mi 
Ai)rii  4,  IS.")!),  they  i)urehased  hiiid  acro.s.s  tlic  river  i'roiu  Byroii  Ha  - 
Ww()d.  8} live  rjKi  latter  date  several  luiuor  chaii.ues  have  heeii  made 
in  the  huldi^^^^  (it  the  Litehli.  Ids  in  Shutrleville  aiul  We-rville,  and 
tliey  have  ae(iuired  pr(»p"rty  ulsi,' where,  hur  the  orii^nnal  ]-urr)iase  r.- 
iruiiiis  intact.  The  huildinj.,''  which  was  found  th  re  lias  been  incor- 
l)oriited  in  the  oldest  [lart  ot  rln^  sIk^;),  and  is  still  to  lie  idenriii.-d. 

The  first  lirni  name  is  ciiti^i'ed  upon  tlie  boolcs  ( .1  rhe  comjiany  at 
(Tlo;)e  Villa-e  as  "L  P.  Lirchheld  then  li.llows  "L  P.  Lneh- 
lieal  &  Co  the  firm  nanu'  at  Sliuttleville  was:  "  L.  ^v:  F.  0.  Litch- 
lield  Co."  Later  the  siiuple  tith',—  'Litddield  Co. "  was  ns  d. 
It  wa.s  not  until  ISTS,  Avhen  the  c  )mi);\ny  was  incorporated,  that  the 
})resent  title,  — "Lirchhel  1  Shutrle  Co  \vas  adopted.  The  lirst  addi- 
tion to  tile  old  laefo)-y,or  any  exrenr,  was  made,  in  l.sii.")— (i.  at  'he  cdose 
of  the  Civil  war,  \vhich  laid  i)roved  a  period  of  ^-reat  nniterial  pms- 
p'U'ity  to  the  company.  ]Much  ^^reater  atlditions  were  made'  lii  IMr^ 
and  18!)T. 

Amon^'  the  earliest  em[)loyees  of  the  lyitchtields  in  the  shuttle  Imsi- 
iie.s.s,  may  be  mentioned  tlie  following: :  Jason  Carpenter  of  W'estviile, 
Edwin  11.  Perry  (brother  of  .Mrs  iluam  Wells) ,  (  L-oi-c  flod-es,  Cahd) 
H.  Cnase,  William  Starrett,  Charles  Chasi;,  (Jtis  Walk'er,  E/ra  P.  Mar- 
})le  who  was  from  Sutton  and  started  the  numufacture  of  s[iiiidles 
for  the  com[)any;  Joseph  Amidon,  Ira  A.  Pichards.  Timothy  Wheeler. 
Walter  W.  Fox,  Harvoy  Newell,  (ieoi-e  L.  Steadnmn.  John  Wesley 
Moore  (who  was  loe-ated,  m  bS  IS.at  "Shurtlcville,"  as  a])pears  on  the 
book.s)  and  hi-  son,  Cliarles  Moore;  Ceor^'e  Cutler.  Alfred  Holmes, 
Henry  Vinton,  Gt'or<,'e  Walcott,  F>lward  H.  Sih'es  tind  Lyman  L.  Pol- 
lard, the  last  named  ^entlenum  still  livinu^in  Worct^ster.  These  were 
all  employed  before  18o0. 

Luther  Litchfield,  of  Charlton,  wa.s  employed  l)y  tlie  brother.s  to  do 
carpenterin^^^  at  Sliuttleville  in  the  latter  part  of  1M7,  and  boarded 
witii  Libya  M.  George  A.  Litchfield,  second  son  of  Liberty  Litchfield 
was  employed  as  a  youth  at  the  shuttle-shoj),  in  !S4()— 7,  but  died  at 
the  early  agi'  of  eighteen  years.  He  received  4')%  cents  [y-'V  day,  and 
his  older  brother,  Pliny  T.,  began  work  at  ceiits  p(n-  d;.>  ,  but  a 
little  latter,  got  .-^LOO  per  day. 

VariouH  ways  were  used  to  earn  money  for  the  business  and  to  turn 
to  its  as.sets  every  thing  that  could  be  properly  credited.  Schuyler 
Whitney  boarded  several  at  different  times  wh.o  were  euij^loyi'd  at  the 
factory,  including  Liberty,  Libya  and  Laroy  Litchfield.    He  resided 
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then  ill  the  lionse  near  tlx-  sliop,  whidi  -was  latiT  0(.-cii{)i(''l  by  Liliva 
Litfhi'i;  1(1  and  l)y  John  Ulinit  y  As  li:is  Ijim  h  mikI  (-very  hon.sc  in 
SlmtTlcvilli'  has  slichcrcd  souk.-  tamil}-  ^^■host■  mah,-  lueui bris  ^v(>l•k^•(l 
in  thv  sliiUtii'-stioj),  and  the  Litch ticlds  wviv  jnonnnently  anionj^ 
them.  In  iliis  way,  i'rin^- near  at  hand,  those  wno  wi  re  cur. ym^^  on 
the  business,  coalh  jn-ovidr  h,r  rlie  eariym^-  out  of  many  seiicmt  s 
which  ^V()uld  savf  a  d'  Ihir  or  eniar;^^;  tlie  eupacity  for  hihur.  Tiit-y 
were  all  v!qiially  inton  stod  m  riie  husiness  and' m  eucii  otht-r.  At  ilui 
bei;'innin;<  of  the  bii>im'ss  at  (iioltc  Vilia.ice,  Pliu\'  is  credited  S(U)  oh 
foi'  a  blown  mart-  (whu-h  was  no  (l(-uy»f  Xi-ry  nscliil  to  the  othcis  as 
Wi'll  as  liimsclt)  iimL  tor  a  N\a^on  at  .'ir.JOOO  iSeliuyler  Whitnt-y,  »  n 
Doc.  iN-il,  tnriH-d  m  a  slej-h,  wortli  .si-{.(it),  and  a  htrle  earln  r, 
Libya  is  creditod  wilii  a  harnos.^,  worth  .sjo  00  and  a  l)att'alo  rob'-, 
.i^l..")0.  One  wishes  that  he  mi^^lit  buy  buti'alo  rcjbes  at  thut  ijricr  in 
tiiese  da3's.  It  is  \rvy  j  '("resting'  to  looli  over  the  iedj^er  accounts  oi 
these  early  da.s,  ai.d  .-eo  Jlo^v  je|4;itimate  means  were  employed  to 
keep  bnsiness  runiuiif^  on  other  than,  and  in  addition  to  a  casli  basis. 
jNbmey  was  sc.iree  anmn^^  them  and  so  cloth  and  coal  and  W(.)ud  and 
nails  and  sterJ  and  shut tie-bloeks  and  various  other  needl'ui  tiiinj^-^ 
h)r  the  business  and  lor  die  peisenul  use  ol'  the  partners  weic  b'.u^Mit 
by  a  sale  ol"  siiuttle.i  and  shuttle  llttln^.,^s,  on  a  lair  oasis  ot  exchaii^^^'. 
iNIills  that  in^nie  br()ad(-lotins  or  ca^sinieres  \\'ere  ^dad  to  swap  tlieir 
j^o^ds  lor  the  instruments  of  ^veavin^^  The  first  led<.;('r  of  the  com- 
l)aiiy  from  1848  to  the  nnddle  of  18-h)  shows  a  very  large  number  of 
customers  for  shuttles,  sjtiiidles,  and  shuttle-fittiiij^s  for  so  youi^rC  ^"-^^ 
enterpri^e.  The  mills  which  boui^lit  the  Litchfield  ^'oods  were  scat- 
tered all  over  Ne\v  Enj^dand,  Avith  the  i)e)ssible  exwption  of  Vermont, 
and  there  were  several  (Uistomers  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and 
New  York  The  kinds  sold  were  cop,  bobbin,  satinet,  cassnnere, 
duck  and  broa(i  loom  sJniltles,  sipindles,  and  sliuttJe-tittin <,^s.  The 
Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  were'  purehasers  of  the  first  shuttle-fittings,  but 
the  Otis  Company  of  Ware  b  night  the  first  five  dozen  lot  of  Ci>[)  siiut- 
tles  at  .^4.25  per  dozen,  and  tiie  I^itchfield  i^huttle  Co.  still  has  these 
firniH  as  customers.  It  would  appear  that  the  brothers  did  not  get 
started  actively  in  selling  shuttles  and  their  fittings  until  Octol'er, 
i-)4;i. 

Among  the  mills  in  this  vicinity  before  1850  which  helped  by  their 
I)atrouage  to  encourage  the  Litclifi(dds  in  making  shuttles  were  :  Union 
Milli>,  Wel^ster  Woolen  and  Phoenix  Mills  of  Webster;  Calvin  Foster 
&  Co. ,('.  A.  &  E.  Harrington.  F.  H  Kinnicut,and  Silas  Dinsmore  of 
Worcester;  Barbour  &  Barker,  and  liarbour  &  Chaffin,  Worcester; 
Han'is  Brothers,  Joseph  Cocking,  and  Joseph  Kcnyon  of  Woodstock  ; 
i^iskdale  Mfg.  Co.,  and  Sturbridge  Cotton  or  Cotton  Mills  Co.;  H.  H. 
Stevens  &  Co.,  J.  H.  Perry  &  Co  ,  and  Fenner  Mfg.  Co.  of  Webster; 
Worcester  Shuttle  Co  ,  Worcester  (1847 — 8);  several  mills  in  Eastford, 
Stafford,  Plainfhdd,  Killingly,  Pomfrot  and  Tliompson,  Ct.,  and  in 
Wales,  Ih'imfield,  Holland  and  Oxf.trd,  Mass.;  and  in  Southbridge, 
besides  tlu;  Hamilton  Woolen  Co  , — Allen  Browne  (ls4f) — 7),  later  A. 
Browne  cV:  Co  ,  (of  Browne's  Mills,  Dudley);  Central  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
Columbian  Mfg.  Co  ,  S.  P.  Irwin  &  Co.,  jose])h  M.  Willis,  a.  d  the 
Dresser  Mfg.  Co.    Places  in  which  the  Litchfields  had  lived  and 


worked,  •  ■^\  Millbury,  Sutton,  and  Lowell  sent  many  f)rdi  rs  for 
llieir  goods  Witli  njatiy  of  their  original  custonu  rs,  tlu^  Lirchlie-d 
Slmt.le  Co.  is  stili  dealing,  altlioiigh  the  firm  names  and  owners  have 
clianged  in  nninv  instances.  Various  kinds  of  niercliandise  were 
bought  of  Pratt  &  Earle  of  Worcester,  ot  W  Wun)ridge  of  Wei)>ter, 
(if  ]j  Towneof  Sturb:idgeand  William  Uatnpof  vS.)Utid)ri:!ge.  Cliarl-s 
E.  Oady  aiKl  Sullivan  Stoii"  and  JO  riUta  (Jh  unhei-lain  did  blaek's  p.irli- 
ing,  iron  wo?-k  and  horse-sJioeing  for  tlnMu.  Of  \V.  F.  &  J.()  >.I<d\in- 
stry  (lat''r,  MeKinstry  &  Co  ),  tie'V  ])ut  -ha^ed  oil,  nails,  borax,  corn, 
etc".  With  W.  oc  J.  Edwards  aiid'lat'  r  ivl  wards  &  Co.,  rhey  had  a 
long  account,  and  once,  the  bahni'-e  of  aecour.its  was  stcnek  i'V 
Kd\vards  &  Co  ,  taking  olf  tin,'  iiands  of  the  shui tie  niaktr.^  some 
cloth  which  tliey  had  taken  iji  Payment  for  whuttu-s. 

In  Jan.  lSi7.  a  wagon  bouudit  of  Jetfer.-on  L-aeh  of  iv  lch.'Vi,  ,wii 
was  naid  for  in  shuttles.  Tlius  nniny  e.vchanges  weie  made  to  .-M-Uie 
«'-coants,  and  hold  tlieir  patrons. 

Til''  lirst  shuttles  were  ])robal»]y  /nade  of  t)ie  conimoiwr  woods, 
such  as  luiNe  been  mentioned,  but  most  of  them  wcie  found  to  be 
Wvirthless  f(.)r  the  im])roved  niethoiis  of  weiiving.  and  a-;  early  as  Jan. 
1844,  it  is  found  in  the  Sales  l?ook  that  sliiittl^'s  foj-  th.o  Palmer  Co  , 
of  Palmer,  were  made  of  jxTsiuj  nioii ,  which  is  a  wood  foiind  m  the 
South.  Persininn)n  and  Southern  dog-wo(vl  aic  the  only  kinds  of 
wood  no'-'^  used  at  the  factory.  The  other  names  for  Southern  dog 
W(»od  arc  cornel  and  Aiticricun  liox-wood  For  a  number  of  years 
api)le-trees  were  cut  down  by  tlie  farmers  about  New  Englaml  and 
word  was  sent  to  tlie  Litchfields  to  come;  and  "sort"  the  timber  to 
see  what  might  be  used  for  the  making  of  sliuttles,  and  la  ge  (jua-i- 
tities  were  bought.  I  recall  fbt^  stories  told  by  my  fatlier,  and  mv 
uncles  of  their  going  down  into  Connecticut  to  "sort  timber",  and 
not  many  years  ago  I  visited  a  saw-mill  in  Hami)ton,  Ct.,  where 
Coloncd  Andrew  Murdoch  Litchfield,  a  kinsnmn  of  tlie  Soutbbridge 
Litclifields.  used  to  prepare  api)letree  fo/- shuttle  blocks.  Corbin  and 
Libert}'  Lyon,  Enoch  Bacon,  Benjamin  Lilliber,  George  Baylies, 
George  Rider,  of  Soutbbridge,  and  several  others  within  a  few  miles 
of  Southbridge,  brought  appletree  bloclcs  to  the  sbuttle-sho})  befor(^ 
1850. 

As  has  been  said,  the  bu.siness  at  Shuttlevillo  began  on  or  ab«out 
May  1,  1846,  nearly  60  years  ago  The  lirm  consisted  of  Laroy,  Fes- 
tus,  Libya  Litchfield  a^id  Schuvley  Whitney.  Liberty,  virtually  a 
member  of  the  firm,  though  not  in  a  strict  legal  sense,  began  W(>r]c 
at  once  with  the  others,  and  in  Decemljef,  folknving,  Pliny  T  ,  liis 
son,  Was  an  employee.  The  period  from  1850  to  18tlO  was  inark(>d  by 
a  constantly  tliougli  slowly  increasing  business,  and  this  was  largidy 
bro.ught  about  by  the  inventive  genius  of  Laroy,  wlio  in  INal  and 
1855,  liad  issued  to  him  patents  on  shuttles  wdiieh  increased  the  fame 
of  tlie  Litchfield  shuttle  and  led  to  larg(dy  au*;meiitMl  sales.  The 
ne(;essary  exj^ense  for  the  obtaining  and  develoi)ing  of  these  })atents 
was  borne  by  the  brothers,  and  all  lelt  great  pride  in  the  success  ar- 
tainrd  by  thejii.  Several  other  patents  have  been  obtained  in  later 
years.  Laroy  was  a  tireless  wcu-ker  in  tlie  shop  r.nd  kept  the  books 
of  the  concern,  and  it  is  to  be  greatly  regretted  that  he  did  not  live 


to  ivap  the  financial  succfss  which  came  a  few  ycar.s  al'tcr  his  (h'c.tli, 
Nvhicli  ()C(  iiM'(  (1  in  ]\Iarcli,  ]St;().  jfn  is,")!;  hr  \vas  n  piornrai  i\ c  lo 
th"  (rcLcial  C;)urr,  liat  did  not  <h'>iit'  jmljlic  ollicc  any  nim-f  than  the 
rvrt  (  f  The  hrollicrs  ()n  tlii  scttlcn  •  nr  df  liis  r.^tatc,  m  .January, 
I(S!)'i,  his  sJiarc^  in  the  Shuttle  (  onijiany  passed  to  tlie  owm  i>,hi]>  (if 
Liherty  1/tcli  field ,  v,  ln)  ii-w  became  a  li  ^a  1  nit  ini)er  of  t  he  liini .  In 
.l/aiidi,  IS()2,  !r-<d!Viy!t  r  Wliit  licy .  wJio  had  become  vi'iymuch  iiitt  f- 
cstt  d  in  tliC  study  of  uied.ieine,  dis|H-sed  (  f  his  jairt  in  t)n'  sfiultle- 
laisiu.  ss  to  the  tliiee  l)rotfiers,  Lil)eity,  Festus  0.  and  hibya 
L;t(diliehl,  who  w<'ie  !(»  renuiin  the  owners  there((f  until  their  deaths. 
Hchuyh  r  Whitney  was  tliencel  oi  t  h  kno\s  n  as  Doctor  Wliitney.  Ih' 
and  Ids  wif Sa  llie  Litch dehl ,  ( lied  bat  a  mon  t h  a ] lart  in  bs7!).  Th.  ir 
births  were  y  ithin  a  month  oi'  eacli  otiier.  They  were  h.ehl  in  hi^^li 
esteiMU. 

The  }X'riod  of  the  (Jivil  War  was  one  of  incveasinj,'  ])r()sj)enty  to 
th,>  s'iiuttie-inakers,  and  in  it  (Mch  of  the  brothers aciuimuhiled  a  com- 
fortable anuaint  of  ])roi>erty  from  which  tliey  deriveda  K'"  income. 
Theii-  h  nu  s  and  (  tlx  r  a  i>ilile  si^iis  of  mateiial  jiros]  (  lat y  are  too 
W(dl  kn(!wn  to  t  he  oldt  r  inludiitan  t  s  of  this  and  nei^;ldjo]  in^  tow  ns  t(j 
re!)nii-e  comment  on  the])ar{of  the  writer,  liach  (  lu'  liad  worked 
hard  and  honestly  to  attain  siiece.ss.  and  all  in  town  N\ere  pleased  to 
honor  theni  for  so  doing.  I.ibert\-  died  in  March,  JsTS;  F(  stirs  U.,  in 
Octol)er,  J>SS;},  and  I^i1)ya  "M  ,  in  Novenib<4',  b'^SC  ;  none  of  them  very 
ohl,  but  all  showing-  the  elft  cts  of  an  inti  iist  ly  bus}'  life,  the  first 
two  dying  from  paralytic  slacks,  and  the  last  from  a  ])hysical  condi- 
tion largely  the  result  of  disai>p(.intnients  in  business  ventures  out- 
side that  of  the  shut tle-bnsi ness  Pliny  Li'chfit  Id  had  died  of  paraly 
sis  ill  1870,  a  much  resiu'cted  man.  He  was  funeral  conductor  and 
snperinteiident  of  tlie  cemetery  it)  town  b)r  a.  number  of  yt  ars,  as  his 
fatlier,  wdioni  lie  strongly  resend)led,  so  it  is  said,  was  in  Cliarltun. 
It  was  a  mistake  that  Jie  did  not  remain  in  the  shuttle-business,  as 
he  was  a,  valuabk;  nniii  ^vhen  la-  was  c()nueoted  witli  it.  To  no  one 
of  the  brothers  can  piaise  ])e  given  \\  hich  d(  es  not  in  some  way  be  - 
long to  the  otlu'rs.  They  were,  devoted  to  their  families  and  kimhc  I 
iind  active  in  church  and  social  relations,  though  reticent  in  nmtters 
of  public  office 

Since  the  death  of  Libya,  the  last  brother,  the  interests  and  owner- 
ship of  the  Litchfield  Shuttle  Com})any  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
descendants  and  su(^cessors  wdio  have  not  allowed  the  business  to  fail 
in  any  respect,  and  t. i-day.  it  stands  as  tlie  representati\ e  shuttle- 
making  firm  of  the  United  States.  In  1S78,  when  the  cc  npany  was 
formally  incorixn-ated  with  a  cai)ilal  of  .s-Jl ,()()(),  Festus  0  Litchfield 
l>ecame  President,  Libya  M.  Litchfield  was  Treasurer  and  Pliny  T. 
Litchfi(dd  was  Clerk.  After  Festus'is  death,  Pliny  T.  was  President 
and  on  his  death,  Frank  C.  Litchfield  became  President.  Shortly 
before  tlie  death  of  Libya,  John  M.  Cheney,  who  married  a  daugiiter 
f)f  Liberty  Litchfield,  Ijecame  Treasurer  and  General  Manager.  ^Iv. 
Cheney  has  been  connected  with  tlu^  comi)any  since  bSOO  wdieii,  after 
the  death  of  Laroy,  he  ^vas  invited  to  become  boolv-keeper  for  the 
firm.  Fraiik  C.  Litcldiidd  succeeded  Plinj'  T.  as  cleric,  ami  sim'C 
then  Fdward  M,,  (died  in  181)2)  and  Herbert  L.,  sons  of  liibya  M., 
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have  served  as  Clerks  of  tlit- Ooni t»a dv  and  faitlifii]  eniiili »v*;(  S.  Other 
members  ;f  tlie  family  have  l^eeii  coiniectiMl  with  tli"  Imsincss.  iimst 
l)romi?ieiitly  (^f  wlion^  was  Pliny  T  Tiitchlicld,  who  succiKhd  to  a 
]-.art  of  the  interest,  of  his  father'  Lili^  rty,  and  who  dcvoird  his  nirr- 
Ki'  s  ill  a  marked  le^^ree  to  tlu'  in-onuaionof  the  sliuttlr  ■!)usin('ss  \ii:ti] 
his  nntim(dy  death  in  ^VFr.  Litchfield  was  very  active  in  the 

affairs  of  tlie  town,  and  in  ehni-ch  and  musical  (-n-les  occu])icd  a 
m  st  ]iri  niinent  place.  IL'  -^ci  vt  d  in  the  T..e;,dslatnvc  and  was  a 
Mason  of  hii,'li  standin;^:.  The  s:i(1  circn instances  sni-o.nndm^  tlie 
d-atiis  of  l)is  only  son,Lil)erty  W..  ami  of  his  wife,  onlv  a  shc.rt  lime 
l  e.''oi-e  his  own  deatli,  are  \vell-remend)ered,  and  brought  a  ui-eat  sad- 
ness to  all.  Liberty  W  was  an  emp^'Vee  at  tlie  shnttl"  slio}>  when 
he  was  taken  sick  with  his  fatal  tn.able  It  is  m.t  the  ])ur[.n-^e  of  t  lie 
writer  to  enter  into  jzem'alojj^y  or  bi.- >;^'T;ii>h v  in  this  naoer,  exc(-|it  as 
the  lives  of  the  Litchfields  were  cuniiected  with  the  Hhnttle  business, 
and  t>V(  n  now.  he  does  not  feid  that  .lastice  has  b(  en  done. 

The  present  condition  of  the  bnsi)!ess  is  well  kimwn  to  tho^(^  wlio 
are  eiilitled  in  any  way  to  be  inten-ted,  ami  the  ])ec,nliar  cn^dit  winch 
ma,v  1)0  g-iveii  to  the  active  mend>ers  ainoni^'' tlie  stockholders  ^s  selt- 
evident  and  needs  no  enlo^w.  The  iiresent  (lOOt))  board  of  (  tVu-ers 
c  .nsists  of  Frank  C  Litcht'ield,  President,  John  M  Olieiiey,  Treas- 
urer, Herbert  L.  Litchfield,  Clerk  and  (^eor-e  Cht  ney,  Snreiin- 
tendent.  Tliese  men,  like  their  |iredecvss( a-s,  are  ind)Utd  with  the 
same  spirit  of  honorable  and  }>roj^M-essi ve  business  life. 

Not  only  amon^^  the  partners  and  stockholders  of  the  eom])any  Ims 
there  been  an  almost  nnvariable  unanimity  of  ^iKxl  fcelin^'and  desire 
for  mutual  helpfulness,  but  this  si)irit  lias  s])rea,d  itself  to  the  em- 
ployees of  the  com]>any,  and  the  lon^r  ])(M-iods  in  \diich  so  many  (>t 
the  workmen  have  been  connected  with  the  shuttle  business  testily 
to  their  fidelity  a.;d  contentment  wuli  i  he  treatment  on  the  iiart  of 
their  overseers.  The  company  has  had  an  almost  uid)roken  iierioil 
of  i)rosperity  for  sixty  and  odd  .\-ears.  To  the  liviui^  men  who  have 
contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  advancement  of  modern 
m-thodsand  means  of  makin<^  shuttle  .L'oods  and  of  conductinf.;  tlie 
business  into  lar^^ely  auj,Mn(Mited  fields  of  i)atrona^a'  and  j.jreater  ca- 
T)acity  for  manufacture  of  these  f4:oods,  is  due  much  prai  e  and  emu- 
lation. To  the  founders,  and  all  (^the)-s  who  have  served  faithfully 
the  interests  of  the  company,  a  tribute  of  respect  and  honor,  such 
as  this  ])aper  has  been  unworthy  to  exhibit,  must  he  readered  for 
their  fidelity,  their  fruKality.  their  honesty,  their  c^)ncentration  of 
every  power  of  hand  and  head  to  the  establishment  on  a  sound  basis 
of  a' business  which  did  not,  at  lirst,  mean  wealth  or  celebrity,  bu' 
was  a  day-to-day's  means  of  liviuf^^  for  themselves  and  the  support  ot 
dear  ones  who  were  later  to  enjoy  the  ^n-eater  results  of  their  labor 
and  sacTitice. 

Since  the  above  was  writt-n,  John  M.  Cheney  has  passed  away,  on 
Januarys,  1907,  by  whose  death  the  Company  and  comm\;nity  lost 
a  wise  counselor,  faithful  worker  and  respected  meiu)»er.  His  son, 
George  M  ,  has  succeeded  his  father  as  treasurer. 
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GL0i5E  VILLAGE 

AND  ITS  INDUSlRiES 

By  F.  W.  K()wli:y. 
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P  A  R  T    O  N  E  . 

INTRODLRITION. 

MtMi  who  tanic  the  wililcriicss.  usr;il)lish  ih-w  indnsLrirs,  or  mold 
t'xistinj;'  business  into  !ari,nn-  forms  of  ('iii'!'ri)rist'.  are  the  u])liftinf^^ 
agencies  that  rais.^  a  eiaumuiiity  to  the  hi-m'st  point  of  matrrial 
pro.spcrit}". 

The  stnii^^.^le  to  snl^due  nature  atid  control  li''r  forces  calls  for 
activity,  endnrance,  cat)acity,  and  invention  ;  and  the  nu'asnre  of 
success  attendin-^'  the  use  of  these  powers  ])i-;ets  coulidcnce  and 
self-reliance,  and  ur^vs  to  further  attempts  to  ])enetrate  "her  most 
concealed  recesses,"  and  j;ain  the  rewards  that  aN\ait  jiersist;  nt  and 
iiitGlligont  endeavor.  HeiuHi  the  union  of  these  qualities  m  a  just 
proportion  forms  that  welhhalanced  tem i>eranient  necessary  to  the 
successful  luauagcuient  of  largf  atVaii's.  Tliis  c.haractcristic  was 
prominent  in  the  settleis  of  America,  eaid  in  conse([uencc  the  i-eeord 
of  their  achievements  is  a  chronicde  of  unceasitig  progress  For 
nu)re  than  a  humlrcd  and  fifty  years,  Iiowcver,  tlui  light  for  existence 
and  the  efforts  to  maintain  a  footdudd  in  the  hostile  country  while 
exacting  the  utmost  from  activity  and  endurance,  nuide  no  great 
demamls  o!i  executive  al)ility  or  ingenuity.  It  was  not  till  the 
Rin'olution  was  emled,  and  peace  a,nd  independence  assured  that 
the  nuichanical  instinct  of  the  people  was  aroused  ;  tlie  advantage^ 
of  New  1']ngland  for  nuuiufacturing  i)urposes  reali/t'd,  and  t!ie 
career  of  invention  started  that  has  made  the  mime  "American"  a 
standard  of  excellence  throughout  the  world. 
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WATEK  POWER  OF  NEW  ENCiLANlJ. 

By  reason  of  the  many  streams  that  thread  its  surfac-o.  their  rapid 
fall  to  the  sea,  and  the  safe  harbors  at  their  mouths,  New  En{j:laiiii 
offers  j^reat  opportunities  to  the  manufacturt' r.  The  early  ur^'uiiizcrs 
of  systematic  labor  were  quick  to  emplo}'  an  econoinical  powei',  and 
as  the  calls  of  utility  and  fashion  increased  in  number  and  variety, 
faster  and  faster  the  unused  energy  was  dr;i\vji  into  service;  till  h(jw 
even  the  brooks  are  doing  their  part  in  the  v/orld's  work  A  wild 
and  unsettled  country  supporting  only  a  few  bands  of  roving  savages 
has  become  a  land  of  fruitful  fields  and  thriving  villages, — tiie 
homes  of  thousands  of  skillful  and  intelligent  workers. 

gUINEBAUQ  KIVEK. 

The  Quinebaug,  although  unmentioned  in  song  and  story,  has 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  tliis  radical  c-hange.  Kisin- at  the 
west  side  of  "Lead  Mine  Mountain"  its  course  is  maiked  by  a 
succession  of  large  factories  and  workshops  wJiich  owe  their  existence 
to  its  abundant  power.  In  the  first  twenty  miles  the  river  describes 
a  nearly  complete  circle  ;  at  length  turning  abruptly  to  the  north  it 
rounds  "Ten  Acre  Hill"  and  enters  the  mill  pond  of  the  Hamilton 
Woolen  Company  at  Globe  Village. 

FIKST  DAM. 

The  development  of  the  water  power  at  what  in  now  Globe 
Village  began  about  1750.  Wm.  Plimi)ton,  .son  of  one  of  the  hrst 
proprietors  of  Sturbridge,  owned  a  tract  of  land  along  the  river, 
near  the  centre  of  a  prosperous  farming  district.  With  the  eye  of  a 
man  of  business  he  saw  the  advantages  of  the  position  and  built  a 
dam  and  mill  on  the  property.  No  authentic  account  of  the  first 
few  years  of  this  enterprise  can  be  given,  but  it  is  known  that  in 
IToS  Mr.  Plimpton  and  his  st)n  Gershom  were  actively  engaged  in 
the  clothier  business. 

In  the  days  when  the  various  textile  "operations  were  performed 
by  hand  carding,  spinning  and  weaving  were  part  of  the  education 
of  every  good  housewife,  and  a  large  portion  of  i])e  clothing  of  the 
family  was  usually  the  product  of  her  industry;  ljut  the  proper 
fulling  and  finishing  of  the  home-made  woolens  was  beyond  her 
strength  and  facilities,  therefore  little  mills,  run  by  water,  were 
started  here  and  there  to  do  this  work,  the  managers  <jf  v.'hich  were 
called  clothiers. 


CLOTIIIKirs  Ti; ADK. 

Wool  ill  its  natural  stare  is  dirty  and  f^rcasy,  and  must  ];;•  scoured 
clean  bet'on^  it  will  yield  to  the  trratiie'iit  iifcv'ssary  to  product'  ya.rn. 
But  scjurin^  makes  it  iiar.sh  and  brittle,  and  to  overcome  this  c(/ii- 
dition  a  snutll  <|uantit\-of  oil  of  li^;ht  ^ravit>'  is  mixed  with  it.  The 
cloth  fri)iii  rlic  iomn  contains  this  pcrceii  ta;^e  of  oil  and  other  foreign 
matter  collected  during  its  manufacture.  Fulling  is  designed  to 
cleanse  tlie  fabric  from  all  imiiuritios,  and  cmvert  the  loosely  woveu 
web  into  a  firm  texture  by  siirinking  and  tilting  it.  The  machinery 
u^ed  for  this  i^roce.'^s  was  a  set  (if  heavy  wooden  hammers  \vhicli 
swung  on  jiivots  fastened  to  strung  uprights.  Th.e  hammers  wero 
raised  a  certain  ln-ight  l>y  ima\-»'1'  and  all(i\v-'d  to  dr(»p  into  a  cliam- 
ber  constructed  on  ^vhar  is  called  a  j/aralx .lie  curve.  Tlu!  cloth  to 
be  lulled  was  thrt^wii  inti^  this  receptacle  and  wet  ^vitll  soa]>  and 
water;  jjower  was  applied  and  tht?  liammcrs  Ijegan  to  fall  alter- 
nately oil  the  mass  beneath.  The  peculiar  shape  (if  the  face  of  the 
hammer  and  the  curvarnr^-  of  the  chaml)er  caused  the  ch)th  to  turn 
over  and  over,  thus  insuring  an  equal  treat  meiit  of  every  part.  The 
measured  and  ponder«ms  1>eating  of  the  fulling  mill  in  oi)oration 
made  a  strange  and  mysterious  sound  to  the  unaccustomed  ear.  In 
his  inimitable  Don  Quixote,  Cervantes  relates  that  the  noise  of  the 
fulling  mills  struck  terror  torlie  heart  of  the  faithful Hancho  Panza, 
and  the  redoubtable  Don  himself  fully  i)elieved  he  was  about  to 
enter  on  a  fearful  and  dangerous  adventure. 

After  the  cloth  was  fulled  it  was  stretclu'd  on  a  frame  called  a 
tenter-bar  to  give  it  tlie  reipin\  d  width  and  when  dry  a  nap  was 
raised  on  the  face  hy  brushing  it  with  teasels.  Shearing  the  nap 
to  make  an  even  surfai-e,  and  pr(.'ssing  the  fabric  between  liot  plates 
completed  the  operations  belonging  to  the  clothier's  trade. 

EAKLV  ClI.VNtiKS. 

Wm.  Plimpton  and  his  son  followed  this  business  a  numner  of. 
years,  adding  a  grist  mill  to  the  plant.  Later  Oershom,  Jr.,  was 
associated  with  his  father,  (rcrshom,  ^r,.  and  enlarged  the  works 
by  building  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  linseed  oil.  Near  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  c-entury  John  Ciray  was  engaged  in  the 
clothier  trade  in  this  part  of  i^turbridge.  Pa}rcrs  in  the  possession 
of  Wilford  J.  Litchfield  show  that  he  wa.-,  in  iinancial  straits  in 
1S04,  This  fact  coupled  \virh  the  sale  of  the  Plimpton  privilege 
some  years  after  gives  weiglit  to  the  a.-sum[»tion  that  Gray  bought 
or  leased  the  Plimpton  mill  which  ar  hi.-,  failure  reverted  tD  the 
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ori!j:iiial  (.u'licr.  Wlii'lhiT  tlii>  sui/po.sitioii  is  v\ii]\{  cr  \N'r(>n,L'' 
rcKKiius  t.'  I  lii'  ))r<-,VL<l, 

tiLoni-:  M  ANri-"A('Tri;iN(,  cd. 
No  orlna"  i uilustrial  (  iitcriii-isc  is  n-(.'i ird^ d  till  isr?,  in  \v}ii';li  year 
Jas.  Wolcott  ::nd  Pare/.  I'..,  Lis  liK^tiicr,  I'oniifd  a  roniijaiiy  t\>y  (lie 
lua.iiril'ac'i uri- of  cnttoii  yiTii  and  jilacrd  the  niacl.iniTV  in  ll;*'  oil 
luill  (»f  (n-rsaoiM  Piinqston,  Ji'.,  \viii<'h  sIimkI  at  llu'  wi'-t  rwd  of  tiic 
l)ri(lfa',  on  die  souih  si(ir-  of  tlu'  road  h  adiii.u-  (o  Sturbrid^i*.'  Cnirff. 
In  1S14  tl'.c  iooiib^'i-  of  pai'tMci's  was  incri'a-'rd,  and  tia-  n'-oi';j;ani/.i'd 
c^oniiia.'iy,  na.viiit;  Ijfcn  inc; >rj loratrd  tiiidiM'  tla-  uanu'  of  rlu'  GIoIk- 
Manufacrurinu'  Co  ,  luiilr  t}u>  wooden  buildin;^' on  lla,-  nort)'  sidr  rif 
till'  j-oad  n'>w  u.-^rd  as  a  i.'arp.'n tor  slio}».  Tiu'  villa-^c  tala-s  its  name 
from  tliar  > if  t iic  <'Oi]i])a!,\-. 

OLdil':  X'lLLAOK. 

(jl;A)e  Vilii',,;-;';.!  lies  laitiroly  within  tliu  )i(aind>  of  Sturl a-id.:_:o,  ami 
its  oarly  history  inust  be  Minu;ht  in  the  record.-,  and  docunii-nts 
eoncernini;  tliat  town,  It  is  snlfieiont  foi-  the  laajiose  of  this  ]  i\\>vr 
to  state  that  the  liist  settlers  eanie  theiv  about  17-"'d,t!u'  names 
of  some  of  whom  still  sarvi\a' — the  i.^'limpton--,  bisk'es,  and  Xrwell.-^- 
Soon  after  the  (Slolie  I\Ii!l  was  started  i)a.rts  of  Suirhrid^e,  Giiarlron', 
and  Dudley  were,  united  into  a  township  and  ineori)orateil  Feb.  la. 
ISlf!,  under  the  leaine  of  Soiithbriil.ij,e.  The  portion  talvcn  from 
Sturhrid^'-e  has  n  nu.-,riall\-  bold  and  attractive  fealuic^.  It 
extends  abour  half  a  mile  ^vest  from  tln'  liride/.'  and  iU)rt)i  to  the 
Clnudtoii  liu';,  in(;:udii)-  within  its  limit  r!ie  tim^  slope  c.'llcd  Curtis 
Hill.  At  the  t);;se  <  A'  tiiis  rid-'e  the  (ilobe  r'.i'odk  eona-s  tumbling 
down  and  -auers  the  \Moneb;' u.l;-  -v./iiu'  distam.'e  beeAs",  The  interval 
formed  bv  the  junetioii  of  i;roolc  and  ri\er  i>  fairly  ]^ \id,  ami  of 
t;ansiderable  si/.e,  alb )rdi n;^- :i  ,L;i»i,)d  location  for  a  \'illa.u;'e,  ^^•hile  farther 
baek  tlie  land  sweep-  'ip  'Jso  feet  ami  forms  the  imiio^-dn''  C'lemeiiei- 
Hill.  To  rhe  south  uiut  eh  vation  is  sueeeeded  by  another  of  snl} 
•.greater  aUiru<le  till  the  hii^iiest  point  in  Somldiridiie  is  readied  at 
the  lirst  peak'  of  Hat''iiet.  ]^yi->  feet  at:i)\-..'  sea  le\ad.  From  the 
Westville  'nrid^M.'  dowii  the  valley  tile  I'iver  jtre^ents  a  sueei'-s  on 
of  plea'^in.,:.,'  seenes,  and  <-very  hill-tup  unfoM-  ii  panoi'ama  that 
deli-hts  th.  eye.  At  the  njip.  r  etal  ( ,f  the  "  i Pond"  is  a  small  < 'a  ve 
ealled  Wolf's  Den.  Nearei-  ilie  \  illa.ue  a  led.ue  juts  over  formin-  a 
recess  laiv^n-  enough  to  hold  several  ])ersons.  wliieli  is  known  t-.a!! 
till!  l)oys  as  "Htdl's  Kiteheii."  The  ravine  below  was  at  one  time  a 
fnvorite  i-es'ua  of  woh'es.,  and  traiiitioii  say>  th'  y  howded  so  jnueh  at 


night  tlu'  curly  s.- trials  rull:''!  >,tMiii!:-;  tlwwn  lh>'  'lr,-lis  ii  \  lu  lii;^iiti'ii 
them. 

Ik'tWiTti  rlic  i{i\'*r  struL't  l)iidL;c  :iimI  tli.-  r:t  iiwa  v  si  ii  i  i. -ii  siuihIm 
n'iuuaiir  of  rln'  ijrinii'vjl  lv»rrst.  rfunu'  lovr  o!;'  iihTu'''  ii.ul  citU-'d 
tiiis  ^Tovc  P.ira(li-;i',  ami  coinaioti  iis.i;;-a  rrtaiiifil  thi-  lillc.  Windiii^ 
paths  \vaiiilfi\Ml  hi-rc  aiid  t  h-jrc  <  ivn- a  ii't  (ai-[.c-t  >.f  [liMc  iivv'd]  ;  t\ir 
air  was  toii'<_',  with  Uu:  r:'.-.iiii;us  t'ra;;iaiicr,  as  ;4Tai *  I'a I  to  iiu-  si'ust  s 
as  tht!  iiiorL-  (h'lioari-  prrfamc  or' rh,  Avliufa-,  \.v  Wat  r  laly,  while 
rushin;^-  rivvT,  .-^NN-irl  i  ii^;' a  ml  fi  laiii  i  lii;' ai  ■  »uui  I  Jui-^v  i\i.Jv>,,  aii'l  t'tiv 
giant  ti\v's  rorking  and  >i.;luiig  i)\i'rln  ad,  mad"  nrasi;;  to  soothe  the 
roiiteiuplative,  aad  i\'.-.t  the  wearied  mind.  It  svas  i\  eliaiiiumg 
s[)ot ,  and  t  h- naaif  of  Paradis"  \\  ;is  mo.-t  ai)[)r(.t»riate  ;  ha!  the  niareh 
of  improvement  \\'as  (hireett  d  througli  tiie  wdley,  a'ld  ih*-  dancing 
waters  l)ceanm  penned  in  a  .-idleu  mill  e^iid;  the  Nvhi>i}enag  ol' the 
lea\'es  was  exidianged  for  tlie  ro;a- an-i  eiattei  of  nia'.'huier}' ;  i-osvs 
(»f  dwellings,  hideous  in  their  hare  nuifovmit}',  sa[)p!anten  nature's 
graceful  varie'ty.and  nothing  \Na-^  u-rt  .d  the  lornmi'  h.'auia  s  hut  the 
niajc.-tic  [)ine  still  towerhig  ahove  lt,^  m  ighhors  on  (hit!  stn  i-r. 

In  the  mi(Nt  of  til.-  fair  country  jn-n  desm  d)ed  (iloa<'  Vidage  began 
its  existmice  ;  hut  it  was  nat  t  he  at  i  raei  ions  ( jf  hi  It,  \  alley  or  i  <  a'e.-a 
that  deter. nined  its  .situation.  The  rsrw  i-aiglander  of  tla'  past  had 
little  uudination  to  the  e>thetic  ;  it  wa.-i  the /material  thai  uh-^orPcd 
his  mind,  and  his  energies  w.a'c  ii>td  to  develop  the  piaerieaj 
advantages  that  lay  hefore  him.  The  pl:icr>  where  the  Stnrhridge 
r».)ad  crossed  the  (,^)ui!iel)aiig  was  -o  much  sup(.'ri(jr  lo  all  others  for 
industrial  purposes,  it  is  no  ^^■el]l<ler  its  value  was  pere.nved  at  an 
early  date. 

OLOH!':   Mil, I.. 

The  origin  of  th  j  Gloh  )  M  inafa  -taring  (J  .).  has  he:;n  previously 
related.  When  their  f.ndoi'y  n\ms  eomoleie;'!  it  was  i  trtly  filled 
with  new  jnachiiiery,  addi'd  to  that  which  had  heen  removed  fi'om 
the  i)il  mill;  but,  as  the  tio;n-  surface  was  not  entir-'ly  occu[)ied,  the 
•"^tore  of  the  coinp  iny  was  k'ept  in  th"  hailding.  It  is  hard  to  hclio^'e 
that  th"  iittl.*  structiirt.'  at  tlie  we:-,c  end  of  the  iron  hridi^v  N\as  one 
*-'f  the  largest  mills  in  ch  ■  country  at  tlie  time  it  wa-  finished.  The 
business  of  this  c-om[)any  was  [irofiLal)Ie  for  a  shoi't  time,  f)ut  the 
deprossi'jn  that  always  follows  a  long  v/ar,  ami  tlie  (Musc'quent  re- 
adjustment of  vahn;s,  was  ro*)  great  to  be  overcouie,  and  their 
aftairs  fell  into  di;-(jrder. 


WOI/.OTT  CO. 

Ill  the  iiieaiitiiiiu  J;i>  Wulcott,  Jr.,  had  1ori!u;fl  a  sccoikI  coiii. 
paii.r  ;  its  parpostj  boiii.L';  r'l    in  i niifai't  :irt-  It        tn  oiicrat- 

ioiis  in  iSit;,  and  again  thr  Pjimiilnn  oil  mill  w;is  used  f-n-  a  va-w 
eutt'i'itrist'.  In  ISH)  th^'  Crloi)"  IMauut'actnrin;^  Co.  ;-(jld  its  rijfbts  to 
this  orpuiizati(^n  wliirh  was  iiU'or[»orattMl  i n  18'J0  as  thi-  Ja<.  Wol- 
cott  Woalcu  ?ii;Muifactui'iii'_;  Co. 

WOLCOT'I'  .MANri-  ACTrKl \(;  CO. 

In  th'.'  (.-.aaital  stoflc  was  incri  aN-Ml.    Tlic  nani\:er  (u'  shaix-s 

was  -Jl.  of  ii  i-ar  vahu'  of  s';i(!:)i)  ea.-li.  Tln'  si o'-klu ;ld;']',-^  wrre  Win. 
Payno,  Jas.  AVolcott,  Jr.,  Sani'l  A.  CJionas,  I'^luii  S.  Anih\-ws, 
Whitwcll  Bond  &  Co.  and  Thos.  A.  DrxK-r.  Until  IS'J  I  I  he  wi-avin-' 
was  (lone  by  hand,  inaiiy  \^;ravoi's  havinL;-  loo'usat  th  ar  own  iaoin-s- 
In  Junt'  ol'  thar  yoar  sixtrm  ])owc'r  looms  weia'  })i:iri  i]  in  tin;  factory 
after  nrac'n  o|;i)i!Sition  fro'i;  tlis'  hand  NVcavi  r>:  yd  iii 
hand  looms  were  still  in  op,  ra tion . 

If  H  aS  ( )F  LAtini;. 

Th<'  hours  of  labor  in  snnnm.a-  w^rc  from  sunris'/  till  oi^bt  o'doi/k 
in  tho  ovv'ning  •  linu/  being  all(  )Wlm1  for  lu'eakfast.  dinner  and  .-ujiiH-r. 
The  2i>th  of  Sei)teni])ta-  ^vas  lb«-  {ii-,->t  da>-  for  lighiing  th'/  room<,  ami 
cjianging  to  wint^-r  hours:  whieii  difi'rred  from  .-umniri'  time  only 
in  eati'ag  ])reairi'ast  bi'foi-*  going  to  worh:.  and  elosiii;^  at  idght  a.t 
7.;50.  Wla'U  Ih-'  -^'Otli  of  :M;:r;-li  arrived  tho  lamps  were  oaekodaw.iy 
and  tie.'  .uiminer  arrangeim'iit  again  went  into  ofxa'atiom.  Fourtoen 
liours  was  thi.'  iivrago  day's  l;dr>r.  Thi-  o[)er:iti\'e^  Worr  hir>-d  by 
the  year,  ami  no  nunu'y  was  paid  foi'  hibor  until  tbo  ejid  of  the 
twelvo  months,  or  tine  workman  h  i.l  lini-hed  hi.-;  eiigagi'ment  with 
the  eom})any. 

(.'(  (KnoiJATlOX  SToKE. 

Tin;  corpoi'ation  stori-  wa.^  an  important  part  of  a  miir.--  Inisim'ss 
at  this  time.  Proni  il  the  op-rative  \\-as  obligod  to  dra.w  his  hoiis!/- 
hold  supplier,  having  no  money  in  hand  to  imrcdiase  elsewhere. 
The  oiiiec  issued  orders  on  the  store'  for  a  eertain  anuarnt  of  cn'odit, 
which  ^^'^^s  e}iarg:'d  to  the  labor  aeeount  of  those  ^o^\inan  the  ordei  s 
were  given.  At  the  tiimMif  gv-neral  s  'tthjment  a  balance  \va>siru(dv 
between  store  an<i  labor  a-'^^onnt,  au!;  tli</  amoant  due  the  oi)erati\a', 
if  any,  was  ])aid  in  casli.  Fi-e  incis --ix  tiie  balance  ^^■^vs  on.  th'..'  \vrong 
side  of  the  Ie;h':er,  and  the  Nvovk;  ;  in  fiv.rnd  himself  wor>e  otf  than 
nothing- at  the.  end  of  the  year.    The  boolcs  of  the  CH.'mpany  v,-ere 
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kept  hy  Austin  Sliiukwii-.'.  Tlio  ink  is  as  frt'sh  today  as  wlu;ii  first 
applied  to  the  paper  eii^lity  years  a^^'o,  and  the  l)and-^vritin^^  looks 
like  copper-plate.  A  t'ev;  items  from  the  day-bo(jk  of  the  store  for 
Miireli  1824  may  ])e  of  iiitero.-t.  The  hrst  entry  is  a  charge  of  on(^ 
pint  of  Holland  ^'iu,  l^Jc,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  fnliy  onr. third  of  the 
parcha^.'S  is  liipaid  refrvslinient  f>t  one  kind  or  another. 

Pliilandi'r  ]\I(^rse  hou.L;-lit  one  half  of  a  lead  ijiaicil  at  a  cost  of  six 
cents.  Joshua  Fiske  1  oz.  (Jil  of  Golden  Hod  and  Phiah:ilc.  Mose.; 
MeKinstry  '^f!  eipirs,  i;]c. 


Browii  Sug-ar 

.12  Ih. 

^Molasses 

.44  i-al. 

Loaf  Suinir 

.Hlb. 

Flour 

.•:s.:)0  bbl. 

Buttv'r  lind  Lard 

.1-2  lb. 

C'ra  elders 

.12  doz. 

Hyson  Tea 

^i.2.-)ll). 

C.ilico 

.2^  yd. 

Rice 

.03  1b. 

Thick  Shoes 

ei.liT 

Starch 

.20  ib. 

Bro:al(doth 

:^r)  23  yd. 

Candles 

.ii;lb. 

Fur  hat 

Beef 

.03  to  .oti  ib. 

Four  small  pjuttons 

Voal 

.04 

BiinuvT  and  Wrearli 

Si.  2  3 

Pork 

.OS. 

Soft  Wood  p.-r  oord 

Hl.;^:! 

Fisli 

.04>;, 

Hard  ^Vood  p(  r  covd 

.12  d-  .z. 

>[i:iHO!)  ()!■'  TliADE. 

TJie  systo'.n  of  payin;;-  for  hibor  liy  orders  (>n  the  sroro  was  incon- 
venient Nvhea  any  one  want-ii  an  arriele  ;har  was  nor  in  sTock.  F')r 
instance,  Lalian  llorod^en  bouj^lit  a  .^rpiasli  of  -Vsa  Uhild  for  9e  ;  hf 
had  no  money  to  ],'ay  i'^r  it,  so  Cliild  Imd  to  tr;;  Iv.-  iiine  cmt's  worrii 
at  thf  srore,  and  iLnod'-i'n's  aorount  Vvdili  rlie  compavny  was  inorHU>; d 
by  a  like  a.ni'Uint.  A  man  wroio  a  lettt-r  to  friends  in  Boston  ;  the 
posra^o  was  lOc.  If  it  had  br-cii  v.-n  dollars  he  eoald  have  ])aid  ir 
just  as  easilv,  for  b.'  iiad  no  casli.  but  tho  comiKinv  paid  rla.'  po>raue 
and  (;har;,--ed  the  amount  to  his  labor.  Tliese  insva'.ices  are  o!ily  two 
out  of  .many,  but  fhey  show  cleai'ly  tlie  annoyances  ociisioJit d  by 
the  want  of  a  standard  eircularin^-  medium. 

'.VA  -ns. 

//'  innnv  oi  tht'  n  'c:'>si! ics  of  life  wci-''  low,  \\\mt's,  vert ;unl\\ 
uo/v  iioi  hiicli.  Uor:icc  1 1  ii !  fh  ins  rc.'hnl  :::-c  fur  wn  t  cltini:' 
half  ;i  niLi'ht.  Ifrxwr  ('L-irkc  }\:is  j/.i.<i  ■■'7c  ;n'r  (hiy  inr  so  wiiiLC 
j^r.'iss  sr'-/l.  .!:ts.  lloiinii  fccci Vc'd  s4.^'>  from  t Iw  vor,ir>;iiiy  for 
t>o:ir<I  of  Mirhut'}  lUitf-r  IT  (!;i\'s.  House  sciwints  ivrc/rro'  ■''■i- 
jicr  wi't'k,    I'roin  f'l-'si-  iicnis  ir  will  he  sci-n  ihnt  in  sjiit{'  ofthv 
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}niih  j>ricns  (tf  t<t-(l;iy ,  Ihc  ni:ir^-iii  hctwrrn  iiiconn'  :iml  aiitfxo 
iirc;iit'r  now  titnii  <it  tfi.it  tiiiir. 

POM)  KACruUY. 

Ill  counecMon  wirli  tlu'  t:i(  toi y  at  (i]ol  ,'  N'illiiur  liic  Wol.-dit 
Co.  uperatrd  a  smail  mill  in  \V(H!(l->r< ick.  It  was  siruatrd  la  ar  rlir 
south  vml  (,)f  "Lebaiiuu  Hill,"  at  the  oath  t  oi  a  liUlr  lala'  knowii  at 
thf  presi'nt  time  a,s  "Pcaid  FaiTdry."  It  was  built  !)y  Clu'stcr 
Willavd,  and  I'vvust  llarr  Child,  awd  Ania.^a  ami  Juflah  Lvuii,  wla. 
were  iiicorpora.rrd  as  tlu'  \Vn<  iflst'.ick  IMa  u  ii  fact  aria  Co.  in  Isl'i.'" 
Lik'e  many  otlu'i-  iiuluslrial  rLdcr})ris('s  stai'tL'd  durin;-^  the  w,iv 
of  1812,  the  ori;4iHal  ()\vn('./s  did  lait  retain  jiossessi' )ij  lor  any  leaath 
of  time.  At  what  dale  the  Wuleott  To.  aniuired  iIn'  till-  to  ihis 
pvoi)erty  has  not  heeii  asciTtiiiin'd,  la;t  tlx' e:vj)ensL-  ai-eonid  of  hvJO 
.shows  the  mill  iii  fnll  opevation.  In  IS'i;;  I).  (JIacke  was  siiprrin- 
teiideiit,  and  the  produetiou  was  neisrly  llOOU  yards  of  ea.-siiuei-' s  : 
but  this  liid  not  reiu-esiait  its  eapaeily ,  ;as  the  (ll;>l»e  fai'tm-y  fnrni>hed 
the  prej)ared  stnek  and  su])i»lies,  and  received  in  rrtarji  a  (iuantii\" 
of  roi)in<^',or  yarn.  The  Wolcott  (Jo.  and  its  sueees^or  IdamiltMn 
Woolen  Ca).,  oi)erateil  this  mill  till  Aiu-il,  iSoO,  when  it  was  lea.-ed 
for  one  year  tn  J.  J.  and  .1.  llollinj;sworth ,  who  are  eharaereia/ed  a- 
thnx'  steady  and  iiidustriou>  younj.;'  men.  Its  further  Insluiy  is 
indopendont  of  Globi!  Villa^^e.l 

l'Ll.MPT(^\  1>.\M. 

In  18"-37  tlui  Wolcott  Co.  was  iisini^  all  the  ^vatL■r  power  the  old 
Pliini)ton  dam  could  furnish,  ami  its  business  \\'as  in(a'casin,^•.  This 
(him  was  located  aliout  midway  of  the  pr-'seat  poial,  and  \\'as  not 
built  forstoraico  i)urposes,  or  to  make  a  head  ;  lait  to  tarn  the  natural 
flow  of  tlu>  stream  into  a  canal  which  ciaidueted  the  water  to  the 
small  n\servoirs  now  called  Print  Works  and  Pleasure  ponds.  As 
the  river  in  dry  st'ason---  was  greatly  retluced  in  vohun*',  an  artificial 
supply  was  becoming'  a  necessity.  It  could  be  obtaine(l  by  building; 
an  embankment  nearer  the  villa.L^e,  thereby  formin;^-  a  large  stora-e 
basin,  and  inc'-easin;jf  the  hei.i^ht  of  the  fall. 

XICW  OA^l. 

This  plan  was  adopted  and  a  dam  built  where  the  iiresent 
Structure  stands,  but  whether  from  too  much  haste,  or  falsi-  eevUioiny 
ill  construction,  it  was  not  strontj;'  enough  to  withstand  a  Quinebaug 
livshet. 


*    See  Mrs.  Lirnod'H  liistory  of  Wiii'lh.iiu  County. 

t    It  \v;is  destroyed  by  tire  some  twelve  years  later,  .ind  never  reljuilt. 
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\VATi:i;>HKD  Ol'  TUF.  (.H  'l  X  KH  AU(  i . 

Tlu'  I'ivLT  from  its  suui-c*  to  UIdIh'  Vil]:!«;c  lias  a  watiTslicd  ul' 
alout  I";!')  sijTiarf  iiiilc'S  of  rui^.'^' (i,  hruk'.'!!  (•(uimi-y;  ini nici-i >u^ 
tstreaius  flow  iiitn  it  throa;.--!!  iiari't)'/.-  valJr\-s,  rht- sides  iii'  Nviiit;!!  ar^ 
steu]),  and  at  tiiiit'S  i)i'('ci]i:i < ais  :  and  n(i  iin'adn\v>  of  any  id  utVi  r 
a  broad  rxpaiisi-  to  ri'tard  an  iiu-i  - a,-i m;^'  lioud,  ,\s  a  v.-nlt  of  tlii.^ 
formation  tin-  riso  ol'  tiic  viwa-  is  su.ld>'ii,  aad  tlu- ni>h  (^f  \^-aUT 
IXAS'erfuI.  Till'  (riii'ly  .--I'l ! d-r-^  of  tIk-  (,)idni'liaii,u- N'allfy  in  I'oinu  c- 
ticut  fivqiU'Utly  iisl:c(l  tlu'  stan'  a.-sciiildy  fur  aid  oi  r.-jiair  tlir 
dania.^f  ^^•rouKllt  by  (lb'  yiskw  niw  ,i  ■ritioa  di'cl;ii\-s  thai  tht' 
"Qai;u'ban;^-  is  a  liU'luTloiii  and  i-vbeliious  si  i-am  tliat  coiui'tli  down 
some  lifty  or  sixty  niili's  out  of  tin'  sviMiTno.-^s  aiid  v.'orlcoi  h  iiiuob 
:laina,^\' 

i-i;i';  -II  I'.T. 

In  Marcli  tin.'  river  was  sci/.r*!  Nvitli   one.  of  its  j-rb.dlious 

niou(b^.  came  down  in  a  lui'^lity  d ood,  aiul  c  irrivd  away  th''  ncA 
dam.  A  lar;^(;  u'ood.Mi  bniidinii:,  n.-^i'd  in  pat  t  as  a  niaclii!U'  .-diop, 
was  swoi)t  from  its  foundations  and  doatvd  boiidy  down  1  be  stri  am. 
As  it  sliot  o'v'or  tbo  dam  of  thr  Coatral  3.[ilJs  (do.  ((.'ow-tad)  t!io 
im})a(n   on   tlie  wator  l)■•lo^\'  iiuslird   u;)  tbr  end  ;^Ti'at  force 

ai;ainst  the.  arcb  of  a  now  st.iiic  i>.'id.i;c  tliat  spanned  t!i:'  river  at 
that  place.  The  violenc-e  of  the  l)!o\v  displac/d  a  numb-rtd'  key- 
stones, a^nl  brid.'^c  and  l)uildin;j,'  were  ruim.'d. 

t'AllAi;];   of  IHK    WOl^-.Vi't  CO. 

Tile  loss  occasioned  Ijy  thio  disastT  was  too  e-reat  for  f!i!_>  Wolcorr 
Co.  to  carry,  and  their  ])nsiness  was  broui.; he  to  a  cL  ise.  Jas.  Wolcott 
re-ori.^aniz .'(!  tlie  com^iain'  tmder  the  name  of  Ja.>.  Walcott  Jr..^^ 
Co.,  I'eccis'ed  some  assistance  from  Tilfa.ny,  Srivles  and  llitclicock 
of  Boston,  and  endea\-ored  to  os'ercoine  the'  dilliculties  tliat  sur- 
rounded him;  but  they  were  too  many,  and  the  proi)erty  jias.ved  oat 
of  his  hands. 

][a:\[ilto\  wooi.i:\  eo.  uinowizKo. 
May  32,  1821)  Amasa  Duncan  ^ave  ti  receipt  to  James  Wolcott  Jr. 
iSc  Co.  for  nu)ney  due  him  on  accotint  of  labor.  On  Jttne  n,  IS'^'.'  the 
following  receipt  was  made  out  : — Received  of  Hamilton  Wooa  n 
Co.  tifteen  dollars  on  ac;count  of  note  I  hold  aiiamst  James  Wolcott 
Jr.  iSz.  Co.  Signed,  Silvaniis  Thom[)son.  E\ddmitly  the  Hamilton 
Woolen  Co  l)egan  its  career  June  1,  fSc;). 

t'HAKAC'TJilK  OF  JAS.    WOLCOTT  .11^ 

Jas.  Wolcott  was  tlie  master  spirit  of  Globe  Village  from  1S1"3  to 
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IS'29.  Euer<xetic,  resourceful,  H  ^^ood  Oi'^^anizc-r,  lu-  raisfd  rlir  AVdclon 
business  from  the  experimental  sta^^-  to  an  output  tliat  must  h;ive 
reached  a  value  of  §100,00:)  p u'  V'.-ar,  at  pi-ices  rivm  current — a  lar;^-  - 
amount  for  those  days.  Alcii0vi;4h  mist'nrtuue  at  thr  last  di -featrd 
his  iplans,  and  rcHihcd  him  nf  tlu-  fruits  >  :i  laliors,  lu-  .ipon^d  the 
M-'dv  to  su(v;ess  fur  th;)S^  \\\io  f.;no\Vfd;  and  th^-ix-  is  non-asontu 
dinnlit  that  if  tin-  new  d;ini  had  vrithstood  th;'  force  of  the  frohet, 
r^lr.  Wulcott  v.'ould  liavf  loriie  the  same  relation  to  th:e  t;>',vn  th.at 
the  Slaters  do  to  Webst.'r.  After  tlur  v,roperty  pas^-vl  uat  of  his 
hands  ]•('  left  the  villas^v. 

attkm:>ts  to  i;r.nF.F.:sr  srociv. 
In  ls;j-3  and  l^V-'j  Mr.  Wolcott  tried  to  redeem  a  ihird  i)aj  t  of  the 
stock  of  the  Hamilt'in  \V(V.)len  Co..  and  retain'-d  th;'  H  n.  Linus 
Child  to  work  in  lii>  iaterest.  The  letters  of  tli-'  Hamilton  \Yoolen 
Co.  sliijw  that  he  was  ,<.'iY-''n  evej-y  ();)[)orraiiity  ti)  r^aain  Iris  stock, 
althou.^h  his  ri^ht  of  n-d -mprion  !u;d  lapsed  ^onn-  timf>  h.-fore  IL' 
N's'as  unable,  ho^s"ever,  to  n'.ise  riie  jie(;-.'ss,ary  capitnl.  ;md  \vas  n.^ver 
afier  c  umeeted  with  its  affairs. 

Ol.l)  iiF.SlDKNT.S. 

At  the  time  the'  Woleott  Co  \v.is  inor pnraled  the  prominent 
residents  of  tiie  CTi  )l)e  audi  viciniry  v/ere  tUe  Pli'nrn  ei,  Fiske,  Newell 
McKinstr}-,  Clemeiice,  ChamberLdn,  Tiardia;.^,  Wheelock,  Ma.-on. 
iMorse,  Anf,'ell,  Eilis.  Clarke,  l''o\rv'is,  r\Iars;i,  Ammid- )-,vn.  Stetlman 
a!iil  Cheiie}'  faniilies.  T'e-  reeor-.ls  of  the  tviwn  are  lar.Liely  concerned 
^viril  the  arfairs  (jf  their  rc],re.-~entative  mea,  and  a  not;ible  nundier 
of  their  (U  sce'idants  are  still  livinii'  in  Southl;ri'li;-e. 

M(;Sh.S  PI.I>LPTU.\. 

Mose.s  Plimpton,  son  of  CJ-ersliom  Plimpton.  Jr  ,  was  an  acknnw- 
le-d-ed  lead.er  in  tiie  public  and  social  life  of  the  town  at  this  time. 
The  AVolcott  brothers  m;ide  hi)n  superintendent  of  their  hr.-t 
Uiauuiacturinf,^  venrare  bi'fore  he  was  twenty  year.'^  of  a.u^e.  Re- 
maining \vith  tliem  sever.il  year<,  he  buuglu.  in  ISOI,  an  interest  in 
the  Columb'ian  rvlanufaet.irin-  Co.,  and  tran.sfvm e,  h.is  iictivitios  x  > 
tiiat  ])art  of  the  to^^-!l.  In  !S14  the  mill  of  tliis  company  ^va- 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  tlie  stockholders  decided  to  sefl<'  llv-ir  m- 
<l'-liredne.->  and  dispose  of  tiie  remainin;^^  pro[jerty.  The  I'o-ources 
of  Mr.  Plimpton  were  naich  reduced  by  this  uiisforfane  and  ho 
removed  to  Bostiui,  in  tlie  hr)pe  that  its  .greater  opportunities  would 
I'liable  liim  to  rec, Aer  t!ie  losses  he  had  sustained.  A  few  years 
later  he  died  from  iujnries  received  in  an  accident. 


(•HAS.  iil^oWN. 

A  iiiiiu  wcri-kiiowii  to  tlin^^i-  \N'!i<)  I'i'L'Ciueiitc;!  tlu'  villa^^c  .-tnrc  foi' 
gossip  and  ainiist'mciit  was  Charles  Br()\\'ii,  who  livrd  in  Ban-foot, 
just  o\'i'r  th.e  LJhai'lton  liar.  Kc  was  iioti''!  for  his  caustic  toni^-ui- 
and  (li'y  luini')r,  and  many  stories  an;  in  existence  of  artcin])ts  to;_,<'t 
the  l)etter  of  his  nimble  wits.  At  (Uie  time  he  was  buasiin;^-  n\'  liis 
skill  with  turning'  toi)ls.  A  nci^^hixir  \vlio  was  listeninu'  said  sar- 
castically, "J  can  whittle  better  than  y(ai  can  turn,  C'harles!"  The 
reply  came  ar  onc-(_'  "Well,  Uuv-le  Simon,  I"ll  tarn  ;4-rin!lstoiH'  and 
you  may  whircle  it."  Dr.  Sa:n.  [{•irtw;'!!  h;;d  been  worsted  in  a 
number  of  eiUM nm; ei's  Brown  and  was  an.\iously  \vaiti;'ir  foi- 

an  oi)])ortunity  to  pay  oh  old  scores.  Me.  svas  sittin-^-  amon.i;  a  lauu- 
ber  of  his  friends  in  tlie  b\;r  rorjm  of  tiu-  tavern  at  rlie  cmtr^*,  when 
Brown  .happene'l  in.  Tiie  tallv  turned  to  iish.ia;.;-  an.'l  Brown  o-hitrd 
tiiat  a  ^■e^v  days  before  he  he.d  lui;)k--:'d  a  pickerel  that  wei;i-}u-d  .]u.-r 
4%  pound->,  but  l»efove  lie  eould.  la.nd  it  the  h.-^h  e.M'ap'cd.  The  (iuer(a''s 
time  had  cor^e.  Blandly  turnin.u'  to  Brown  he  said,  "(Tiarles.  i 
believe  you  stated  tiait  fish  wei;;hed' -h'K' itmuids '"Yes,"  replied 
Brown.  "And  you  further  remarked  that  it  slipped  oif  tlielcjok 
before  yon  could  j^et  it  ashore?"  "A^es."  "ThfUi,"  said  tlie  doctor 
triumphantly  "how  do  you  knuw  rhat  tish  v,'ei;;hed  4-',  pound.-^.-" 
"Because  lie  came  up  in  his  scales"  Nva>  the  (luick  rejoinder.  Dr. 
Sam.  turned  ruid'ully  to  the  spectaaors  ami  said  "i^eys,  what  will 
you  take  !" 

11  .v.MiLT(.)N  woe»LEN  CO.  I N'coi;;mj<.vti:i). 

The  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  ^vas  incovporat d  in  Jan.  ls:'.l,wiri) 
Sa.mu(d  A.  Hitchcock  as  resida.uit  a,^■ent.  Ih'  \vas  •  partner  of 
TitTariy,  Sayles  ami  1  fitchcock,  of  Bestvu,  \vlio  laul  advanced  money 
to  tidt^,  tlie  \Vul<'(ttt  Co.  over  us  diPicuhies.  thi  the  hnal  col'ap>e 
of  Mr.  Wolcott's  atrairs  the  tirni  toolv  possi.'ssio)!  of  the  ee,r])Mrare 
pro])erty  to  protect  tlu,'  loan,  a.ml  .'dr.  Hitchevick  operated  tiie  mill 
till  a  settleim  nt  could  l)e  nuidie  In  is:;-;  ^,lr,  Hitchcwci.  resi;.;ia-d 
the  aj^eiKiy  and  retired  froju  acti\'e  business.  His  residence  in  the 
village  had  b«Mai  so  she)rt  he  st'eias  to  havi'  left  no  trace  of  h;>  iu- 
flueucc  other  tliaii  the  prosperity  of  the  corporation  under  Jiis 
charge,  whicl'  had  reached  a  higher  })eirit  than  ilte  AVolcott  Ci>.  Inul 
ever  gained.  Tlie  i\',\v  letteitj  of  liis  vrhich  are  in  exi.suuice  liix-ve 
him  to  have  been  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  exe(aitive  ability, 
fair-minded  and  generous  in  liis  dealings  witli  others,  but  allowing 
no  one  to  exceed  his  just  dues. 
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SaiiiiK.'l  L.  Fislif,  ck'i'k  in  tlir  ohirc  for  some  3'cars,  succtciUMl 
:Mv.  Hirchcoelc. 

In  ]s:^7  til!"  stali'JtK.'iit  to  rhc  assi'ssors  oi'  tlic  town  concernin.i:-  the 
c'fjndition  of  the  conqjany  is  as  lV)i]()\'rs  : — Our  wuolt'n  mill  ol'  loui' 
sets  of  mai'liiner\'.  Wool  used.  V.^.^m:)  j)oiin(is.  \'artls  of  l>ro;i(l- 
cloth  niannfactui\Ml  iriO,(M)().    ?J,'n  and  boys  oaiijloyed  7."),  wiancn 

In  is.i!)  the  foundation  of  tli;'  "]3i.i4-  .Mill"  \va.>  laid,  and  a  year  lator 
tlir  superstrneture,  was  finislicd.  It  is  built  of  stoiu' \s-ith  a  lacin^^-of 
bric'lc,  and  the  walls  a/>'  very  .stroni;-.  Urijo.n.diy  it  was  fi\e  storif.-. 
Iii-li.  in  the  elt-a.r,  with  a  sixiii  story  i.i  ihc  root.  Al)out  thirty 
years  airo  rhe  npi.cr  jKirt  was  i-('nui\(d,  ami  iho  Imildiin^' rdl*  r<  d  ti> 
its  jiro.-ent  form.  \ts  eon -i  rnct  ion  reijuii-ed  iho  e;u]iloynii-nl  of  a 
lari4('  numher  of  worl-imcn  It  ^\a■.-  the  vlay  of  unliin  n  ;■(!  hard  ei(ier, 
with  NeNS'  En;^huid  rum  only  lOe  a  .gallon,  and  t!ie  <'.onsum|)tion  of 
each  hy  ru^;-,t;-ed  out-door  lahon.-rs  \vas  almost  i nei'odihle.  ■■"  A  fanma" 
near  Iho  Pratt  di-triet  wluai  aski'd  !iow  nirieh  eitUu'  he  reouired  for 
the  year  replied,  When  the  8ea^;on  is  ,^ood  f  ]iut  (i(>  barrels  into  the 
eellar,  Imt  if  I  eand  gt't  hat  b"">,  i  make^  them  do.  Tho  dayd)oo]i:  of 
the  Woleott  Co.  Inis  frequent  mitrios  li!<e  iia'  following':  —  ■'To^^'n 
of  bk)nt hbridj^'e  Dr.  to  merelui ndisr,  To  jaim  for  moii  \s  t)rkin;^'  on  the 
road."  Ur — "Faefory  aeeount  Dr.  rum  foi'  \\'eavers."  Mr. 
Fisk'e  was  an  ardent  adN'oeatc  of  tcn-qjera nee,  and  fou;:lit  these 
vieious  |)ra(;tiees  with  })0'ecitf  ami  exan;|)le,  hut  suecess  did  not 
always  ero\\'Ji  his  elforts  as  the  folkevin.'.^- in  adent  shows.  One  of 
the  stone  masons  c'mpktyed  on  thi'  l)aililjii;..'  alway.->  brought  to  his 
woijc  a  ^'ood  si/.ed  jug,  tilled  With  haril  (,:i('.«M',  ro  which  la.'  had  given 
the  whimsical  nana'  of  "Old  l\iink.''  T\Ii'.  Fiske  la:d  noticed  the 
nian  and  his  ]ug,  imd  resolv(>d  to  liavean  intervie^v.  At  a  favoi'able 
tinu'  he  gave  the  mason  a  i)ractic;d  and  vigorous  add ress  on  the  evils 
of  intem])erance  in  general,  and  hard  cider  in  particular.  During 
tiie  delivery  of  tiie  lecture  tlu"  mason  kept  steadily  at  work  without 
uttering  a  word,  lait  at  its  conclusion  he  drew  himself  up  in  a  di-oll 
manner  and  said,  "Xow  Mr  Fiske  let's  go  aaid  take  a  i^uU  at  OM 
]\Iink."  Fiske  as  obligc.'d  to  laugh  in  spire  of  himself,  and  the 
moral  ell'i'ct  of  his  advice  was  corapkdely  lost 


*  t  he  w  riter  lias  been  infornied  lhat  a  powerful  local  stone  niasnii  drank  four  liallons  of 
hard  cider  while  he  was  uorkinu  one  hot  da>'. 
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DKLAlNliS. 

Up  t(»  IS-M  the  TI-iii!  l^      W( ol  mi  C'n^  b'cwl'.'l.lh  only,  and 

.uaiiit'd  ;i  deservedly  higli  r.^pataticju  fur  thfir  ^onds:  M'liii-h  sold  at 
wholesale  for  a  yai-d.    In  tliat  y.-aran  expt  rinicnr  was  tried 

which,  ill  tin.'  end,  rev; ilui ioni/.cd  th"  vari(ni^>  dfjiartinfiits,  rle- 
niauufaeture  el'  (Uvlaine  Avas  hei^uii.  iXd  iine  is  two  Frciu-h  \V(ird< 
AmeriL-aniz'Ml  and  ^^Ms  used  tn  d. ■si,L;iia i <;  a  jirinted  i'ahrie  madi- 
entirely  uf  wool  D.daiiAc  cloths  nnide  l»y  the  rianiilton  "Woolen 
Co  ,  however.  Avere  a  e,  dton  warp  ami  wfirsted  NS'eft. 

W(  1  il  UHAD. 

The  niannfacture  of  \v-orsted  dilt'ers  materially  from  that  ot 
W(X)leii.  A  woolen  thread  is  eomparatively  lar^e  and  soft,  and  the 
llbres  of  Avhieh  it  is  c.onijjosed  are  loosely  interiniuj^ led.  Tho 
proeesst'K  are  few,  and  do  iieit  subject  the  \vool  to  severe  ti-eatment. 

W()i;;;Tj;n  thickad. 
A  worsted  thread,  is  small  and  wiry,  of  jj,reat  stren^Mli.  and  more 
or  less  lustre.  There  is  no  in tt-rmixiiii; of  libies.  each  on,  -  lies  straight 
and  parallel  with  those  uronnd  ir.  To  {irodiKH'  this  result  thi:  raN\' 
material  must  under.i^o  many  and  cum])lex  processes  that  te.-,t  its 
endurance  to  the  utmost,  an(i  as  the  lihres  must  bi'  uiiiform  m 
len^^dli  and  stren-^tli  to  stand  this  test,  a  close  and  e-ritii' il  selection 
must  be  ncade  of  tho  stock  to  housed.  To  chanj^-e  tins  material  into 
a-  worsted  thread,  the  jno>t  costly  ami  inti'ieate  nuichines  arc  re- 
([uired,  and  to  oi)erate  them  siieeiuUy  trained  Avorkmeii  a;  e  neci  ->ar\  . 
At  the  nme  the  Ihimilton  Wooleii  <Jo.  ent.a-ed  on  this  lin.' ot  nianu- 
facturin*^,  tlie  worsted  i.ndustry  was  in  its  infancy  in  thi>  country. 
Mtieh  of  the  machinei-y  had  to  be  procured  ab-oad,  and  there  were 
few  iiativediorn  workmen  who  undtu'slood  the  ])asi!iess. 

l-.[JAI)l'^()I{i:),   CKXTlvK  ni'   AVoKsrEI)  TUADE. 

Bradford,  J^In^^'hind,  was  the  cen.tre  of  the  worsted  trade,  and  still 
holds  that  position.  From  this  cirimmstanc/.j  it  followed  that  mo>t 
(^f  tlu'  worsleil  ^vor]ve]•s  at  this  tinn'  .  ame  from  that  ])art  of  England. 
13ut  the  Hamilton  Wooien  ( 'o.  started  their  worlc  with  Ann  I'icans  at 
the  head  of  the  varion>  <le}.art  meiits,  and  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  it 
has  employed  ;i  larger  propo;)  t ion  of  Anu'rican  lielp  in  r^;spoii>ibl.' 
p03itioiLs,  than  a)iy  other  een-poration  of  its  si/e.  AVorstt d  people 
are  inclined  to  loi)k  down  on  woolen  workers,  and  re^drd  them  as 
lower  in  the  scale  ol'  slalled  ladMir,  so  at  this  tinu'  tlie  oi;eration> 
Were  jealously  guarded  lest  some  uf  the  woolen  help  mi^ht  ^et  a 


104 


knowledge  of  the  new  pnicesses.  A  watchman  was  statinnrd  at 
the  door  of  the  mule  room,  who  allowed  no  our  to  enter  exc'ci)t  the 
emi)loyes  of  the  dexjartmont.  In  aiiotlier  room  wht-re  tlic  woolen 
and  worsted  operatives  could  not  easily  separated,  a  close  screen 
of  sacking  was  hung  from  the  ceiling  around  those  wIkj  were  at 
work  on  the  new  material.  But  comnuMi  sense  soou  prevailed  and 
never  since  lias  there  b.'on  nn^re  than  ordinary  busines  secrecy. 
Among  the  names  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  c(jmpany  at  this  time  are 
found  the  following,  the  ])earers  of  wliich  became  well  known  and 
prominent  citizens  of  the  village  :  —  Deacon  (xeorge  Hanson,  H.  S. 
Vaughn,  Levi  Harriett,  John  P.  Sted num,  Cai)tain  Newidl,  Deacon 
Henry  Fi.ske,  John  Taunt,  Jose'di  and  James  Jagger,  Daniel 
Perry. 

liLUE  MILL. 

Previous  to  1814  no  cotton  machinery  had  been  used  in  any  part 
of  the  mills.  With  the  introduction  of  delaines  a  place  to  make 
cotton  warps  became  a  necessity  and  the  "Blue  Mill"  was  built  for 
that  purpose  near  the  "Big  Dam."  After  many  changes  from  one 
class  of  work  to  another  this  building  is  now  in  honorable  retire- 
ment. 

llESKiNATIOX  OF  S.   L.  FLSKE. 

For  ten  years  Sammd  Fiske  had  managed  t\\c  mills  successfully 
on  the  old  lines  of  manufacture  ;  liad  built  the  Big  INIill,  and  greatly 
increased  the  i)roduction.  The  new  departure  \vas  causing  much 
anxiety,  and  vexing  problems.  Mr  Fiske  was  a  man  of  pronounced 
opini(jns  and  unj'ielding  temperament,  and  in  trs-ing  to  solse  tlui 
difficnlties  of  the  situation,  his  ideas  often  ran  counter  to  the  plans 
of  the  directors.  The  friction  thus  aroused,  and  the  great  amount 
of  lal)or  necessary  to  make  the  required  changes,  led  him  to  resign 
the  agency  in  LS4(j, 

METHODS  OF  TRAVEL. 

In  the  days  of  the  Wolcott  Co.  there  was  not  a  Railroad  in  the 
country.  Travellers  were  carried  by  stage  from  one  central  point 
to  another.  The  people  of  the  <)utlying  distr-icts  who  liad  no  con- 
veyance of  their  own  were  obliged  to  rely  on  the  means  with  whicli 
they  had  been  gifted  by  mature,  or  on  the  good  oftiees  of  more  for- 
tunate neiglil)ors.  The  freighting  service  was  in  an  etiually  un- 
satisfactory condition.  Each  shop  or  factory  delivered  its  products 
to  the  customers  in  its  own  team,  or  hired  any  one  convenient  at 
the  time  of  delivery. 


105 


TlU:CKlN(i. 

David  Ooiubs  mid  Parker  Morsu  t-artiMl  the  cloths  of  the 
Wolcott.  Co.  to  B;)stoM  and  received  oS';^  cents  per  100  inmnds  for 
the  work.  Later  Mr.  Hitchcock"  barj^aini  d  with  a  man  to  dn  the 
teaming  for  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.,  the  consideration  l)einj^' 
§30.00  per  month,  witlio::t  board  As  business  increased,  and  with 
it  a  i)opulation  of  non-producers,  an  easier  means  of  reaching  a 
market  became  a  necessity. 

HAIL1U)AD. 

This  means  was  provided  in  1S42  by  the  l)uilding  of  the  railroad 
througii  Charlton.  Soon  after  its  completion  the  Hamilton  Woolen 
Co.  began  hauling  freiglit  from  that  i)lace,  the  nujtive  ix)wer  being 
oxen.  It  was  not  long  before  a  regular  carrier's  business  of  four 
horse  teams  was  established.  This  enterprise  was  managed  by 
Dexter  Utley,  followed  by  A.  H.  Shepard,  and  tinally  by  Daniel 
AVhitford. 

A.   n.  SIIEPAKD. 

A.  H.  Shepard  is  well  remembered  in  the^e  later  years  by  his 
efficient  work  as  roadmaster  of  the  town. 

DANIEL  WIHTFOKO. 

Daniel  Whitford  wuh  a  brick  mason  by  trade  ;  but  being  of  an 
energetic  temperament,  he  branched  out  into  the  carrying  business, 
and  controlled  stage  lines  as  well  as  tiie  heavy  freighting  service 
for  the  town.  The  opening  of  the  railroad  for  tratHc  made  these 
investments  unprofitable  and  the^y  were  discontinued,  but  Mr. 
Whitford  was  engaged  more  or  less  in  the  trucking  business  so  long 
as  he  lived.  Although  a  man  of  (piiet  tastes,  his  well  known 
integrity  and  abilit}'  caused  his  selection  for  important  offices  in  the 
town. 

(JLK)WTII  OF  TIIE  VILLAGE. 

Till  1840,  or  later,  tlie  bridge  on  the  road  to  Sturbridgo  was  the 
only  means  of  crossing  the  river,  except  a  foot  bridge  near  the  office. 
The  village  was  mostly  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream.  The 
Gershom  Plimpton  homestead  stood  where  Alden's  block  is  now 
built,  and  had  beenaltert-d  iuio  a  boarding  house.'  The  Fiskc  house 
had  been  Juoved  from  its  original  situation,  on  what  is  now  Brick 
sijuare,  to  a  pla  'c  opp<jsite  the  old  north  schoolhtjuse.  Both  houses 
were  destroyed  by  fire.  The  old  house  on  Mill  street,  near  Mc- 
Kiiistry  brook  is  an  ancient  landmark  today.     The  brick  square 
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was  built  at  the  saiiic  tiiiio  as  the  "Bi-;-  IMill,"  W.  B.  Puttf]-  (loin^ 
rh;-  mason  \s-oi-lc  for  liotli  iilaocs.  On  (he  south  side  of  \\\v  v'wrv  \  hv 
iuci-oa.u.'  m  (Iv.eilin.us  luid  h.'  m  very  siiKdl,  airh(ui-ii  (he  l;'.y  of  the 
land  o[i\-i\Ml  ph.'asant  and  h^aUhfal  sitrs  f;)i-  honu'S.  The  huildin;: 
of  ]Mill  sticu't-  ])rid<;t'  hi'on^^lit  tliis  sidr  into  easy  coninii^niciition 
with  the  factory,  an;!  I  'li"  \  illa:.;e  bcuan  to  stretch  oiu. 

Hii;ii  STRi;Er. 

fli,uli  strrrt  was  accfprcd  l)y  th.e  towji  in  hsKi.  althon,uh  oiiciu-d  a 
year  or  two  before.  For  some  timo  it  was  ralliMl  Mud  street,  on 
account  of  its  condition.  The  lirst  house  rs  rh(  n.;ht  to  be  th"oiu' 
now  ONvned  l)y  Mr.  Sniythe,  moved  sonu'  years  a;-;-o  from  its  >ite 
next  the  liouse  of  (b  or^e  Thayer,  to  its  prc-ent  position  on  l.ovely 
street.  The  C:^othie  ibdl  was  erected  bvthe  irannlton  Woolen  C'o. 
and  occupied  i>y  J.  (  ).  and  W.  F.  M\  Kinstry  as  a  dry  ^oods  and 
grocery  store.  Abud  IL'aly,  after  leiivin;;-  t)ie  factory  boardin.u' 
house  built  the  (41o])e  Village  hou:~r. 

.1.    liAIJ.AKI),  A(-r:N'T. 

The  resignation  of  Samuel  Fisk-t'  haN  ing  l»een  acce])ted,  Jo-hua 
Ijallard  was  appointed  Jns  siu;cessor,  and  the  Hamilton  ^Voolen  b\>. 
entered  U]ion  its  golden  age.  For  n^arlN'  h)  years  a.s  agiMit  and 
treasurer  be  sliaped  tlie  destinies  of  null  and  ^dllage  v.dlb  a  skill  and 
wisdom  I  ot  sur])assed  by  any.  in  Joshvia  iialkird  were  cond)ined 
the  p.aetieal  k)io\\dedge  ef  a  trained  \\  orkiiian,  liu'  exeeutiNC  ahililN' 
of  a  man  of  ad'airs,  and  the  hnsio'  ^b  method  of  a.  linaneier.  Thi- 
resuUo  of  his  managejnent  soon  became  apj>arent,  and  when  lie 
resigned  tlie  agency  in  bSi'.l  to  l)ecome  the  treasurer  of  the  sana.' 
company,  its  reputation  and  financial  .-standing  ^vere  of  the  higlu  st 
in  New  England. 
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r>v  F.  W.  K()WLi:y. 


PART  TWO. 


DKL.MMO  I'UlNriXir. 

Ill  1847  tht'  l);isi;)('ss  of  i)riutin,LC  «lcl;iiM('  wji.s  .st.irtfil  in  tlu'  olii 
Wolcott  ])vh-k  mill  sourli  of  r!u'  hi-iiwa.i-  ;i)  tlio  hi'idirc.  Ir  i.s  ;i  fact 
worthy  of  \u>tr  tliat  the  litilo  ])li)r  of  ^touikI  at  the  wrst  i  ii<l  of  the 
pix'soiit  iroji  bridi.':*'  I)  h'Ii  the  .-la I'ri)!^;"  poiiir  of  alltlif  iiidiisti'irs 
of  Globe  Viilajj,'i',  iiK-ludin;^  also  fiu-  Ijiidiliold  b^lratlic  (.'o.  and  flu- 
busitit'ss  that  has  brconio.  I*}-  a.  process  of  evolution  the  J.  M.  and  L. 
D.  Cleiuence  Ooni]»aiiy. 

The  printing-  of  tfxtile'  fal)rics  re<[uir(\s  many  sldlled  WMrk'nieii, 
who  liave  seTVed  a  loiij^-  a])i>rentieeship  to  tlieir  se\'e5'al  tradt-s,  and 
receive  a  large  eojupensal  ion  for  tlu'ir  lal)or.  At  tiiat  time  those 
tradesmen  were  mostly  Eu.^lish  andSeotdi.  The  addition  to  the 
population  of  tln'se  intel]i;L;ent  and  ^vell-}>aid  nu'ii  was  highly  beno- 
(ieial.  Fov  many  years  they  were  among  the  leaders  in  the  social 
and  educational  life  of  the  village,  and  were  generous  in  tacir  sup- 
port of  the  religious  societies.  When  bu.■^iness  conditions  made  it 
necessary  to  close  tlie  works  that  gavetlieru  employment,  the  village 
received  a  blo\v  from  which  it  has  never  I'ccovered. 

In  184!)  the  manufacture^  of  delaines  had  become  a  success,  and 
the  "Blue  Mill"  could  not  furnish  (,'nough  ^^'arps  to  keep  the  looms 
at  work,  to  suY)ply  the  delicieucy  a  new  brick  buildiiig  ^\•as  erected 
which  has  always  been  Iviiown  as  tlie  Cotton  Warp  Tvlill.  It  is  used, 
today,  for  storage  pni'poses. 
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BURNING  OF  THE  MILL. 
Sunday  in()rnin<j:,  Decenil)!,'!'  it,  iSoO,  thn  most  (li>;ist i( liir  in 
the  liislory  of  Globe  Villa^^e  destroyed  llic  B\^^  IMill.  At  an  early 
hour  smoke  was  seen  eoniin^  out  of  the  nortli  lowiT.  Tlic  morning' 
was  very  eold  and  a  north^\'^•st  ^;ale  ^vas  Iduwin-^.  'J'Jie  water  in 
the  hydrants  of  tlie  mill  froze  as  soon  as  it  rraeht-d  the  air,  and  the 
little  hand-eni^ine  l>elon<^dn^^  to  the  villai;o  Wiis  wuvsi'  than  a-<  l(  ss. 
In  a  short  time  th-j  inside  of  the  mill  witli  all  its  nuiehiuciy  was 
destroyed.  The  thick  walls  wei'i'  not  nuiterially  injured,  1)Ut  iil.dnly 
show  to  this  day  tlie  intensity  of  (he  heat.  Tlic  eausc  of  tht-  lire 
^S'as  supposed  to  be  re^■en<^e  for  loss  of  employiiK  iit,  but  no  eojudu- 
si^■e  evi(h'n:e  was  ever  found.  Altlatuf^di  a^'rcdt  los.->to  theeomjiany 
and  (Jlobe  \'ill;iu:e  it  was  m)t  an  unmixed  evil  ;  for  aa  liuiekly  as 
possible  the  buildin.u:  was  ri'paired,  enlarued  by  the  achlition  of  the 
lar;^e  win^^-  on  the  southeast  e  >rner  and  eiiuipiicd  with  the  mo-r  im- 
proved worsti'd  machiner}',  makin;;-  it  ]H)s>ibl(  fur  the  energetic 
and  skillful  a^ent  to  distam-e  all  competitors,  and  create  a  demand 
for  the  pioducts  of  the  Edamilton  Wnnlcn  company  all  over  the 
country.  The  \vo(.iden  buildin;;-  ntar  the  ollic;'  was  built  sonu' 
years  previtms  for  a  lini.-,hin^-  rov.)m  and  mac.hini-  slu)[). 

HAMILTON  S'iKKET. 

As  the  population  of  the  villa,!;t_'  incaeascd,  an  rasi-r  highway  to 
the  (-enter  became  a  necessity,  for  the  a:  louut  vu'  iiea\  y  frcii^ht  wa> 
continual!}'  increasin^%  and  tiie  grades  on  Main  street  hill  wrre 
stv'ep'  (much  greater  tluui  to-tlay).  To  mei  t  this  ^va,nt  Hamilton 
street  Nvas  laid  out  in  Dee.  ISOO.  When  it  was  constructed  every 
one  said  "jioIkxIv  \\ill  e\cr  build  un  that  road  !"  Ili^h  street  was 
fairly  IiIUmI  with  houses  at  tiiis  timo,  and  West  sireet  on  the  east 
side  ^vas  occupied  as  far  as  the  old  schonl  h</use  now  used  as  a 
dwellin;^-  by  Michael  O'Oonuell.  Sayk  s  street  Ns  as  not  accepted  till 
KSa--). 

Communication  with  the  outsi(k'  woidd.  till  iMlti,  was  by  sta^re  t(» 
Charlton  and  Palmer.  Sometimes  a  third  line  would  fu_'  lun  to 
Webster.  The  difficulty  of  reaching-  and  Uaviiif;-  tov/n  prevented 
most  of  the  travidliu^  entertainment  companies  from  niakint,^ 
Southbridf;e  a  i)lace  of  exhibition,  and  the  villa^^ia  s  laid  to  rel\'  on 
theiiisLdves  for  their  amusements. 

(iLOHE  VILLA01-:  LYCEUM. 

The  Globe  Villaf^-e  Lyceum  was  an  instituiion  that  tlourished  for 
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a  iiuin"ber  of  years,  and  b^'cani-  a  sourc''  of  imirli  plvasurc  and  jsrofit 
Originally  started  in  tb'-  m-w  smirh  li(ja-«e       .1  O.  MeKiii- 

Stry,  Adolpbus  Merriani,  Janu-.s  Scott  and  others,  it  soon  o\  t  ;rew 
its  qiiarters  au:l  was  removed  to  the  ])asen)entot  (iothic  IJall.  After- 
wards meetings  wt-re  held  in  Union  Hall,  over  (ilcason's  store. 
Subjects  were  dismssfd  ran.;;ing  from  Wonu/n's  Ri,:<hts  to  P>ych(j- 
logical  Biology,  and  the  one  who  was  adjadged  ro  havr  made  the 
best  argument  was  invested  with  a  burl<  s([nu  lial  ami  cam-.  These 
meetings  were  crowded  with  int. -rested  s})eetat'>rs,  and  as  the  Itrigbt- 
est  and  shar})est  minds  cd'  the  villagt'  were  pitted  one  against  the 
other,  the  ediicatiojial  value  vras  great  to  b:^th  eontf.^iants  and 
spectators.    The  Lyceum  graduated  one  memlx  r  ol  (J(jngivss,  at  the 
least— the  Hon  Sydney  (Jlarlie  of  K;iii-a-^.    It  is  reported  that  his 
first  speech  in  this  society  was  a  complete  fadiire,  but  he  luul  \n-v- 
severance  and  capacity,  and  when  ho  left  the  town  to  as>ist  in  the 
making  of  Kansas,  he  Inul  lieeoee-  a  ready  aiid  dnent  .-^[leaker. 
Among  the  re^jreseiitati ve  im'ii  of  the  vidage  not  a  few  owed  their 
readiness  in  del)ate  at  town  mcetin-  and  elsi  wher^  ,  to  thr  exiierieiicu 
gained  in  the  Ulolje  Village  Lyceum. 

HOirrn  i  LTt  iiAi.  society. 
Love  of  the  beautiful,  as  well  a-<  the  useful,  was  encouraged  and 
promoted  by  the  '  Quinebang  Horticultural  Society,"  whicii  was 
organized  in  KSoS  (?)  under  the  naim'  ;.f  tl)e  ••Irb-be  Village  Horticul- 
tural and  Ornamental  Society:'"  Vei-ney  Fi>ke  was  president,. 
Solomon  Thayer  and  Wm.  R.  Patim,  vicr  [-residents,  Wm.  yinnroe, 
treasurer,  asid  Tlios.  Whirtaker,  secretary.  Annual  txhihitiuus  of 
fruits,  flowers,  and  fancy  W(~)rk  v.fre  given  in  Union  Hall  for  a 
uumb  'r  of  years.  Samuel  F.  Frcfinan  and  J.  U.  (Jile  were  i eithu- 
siastic  workers  and  coiitribut-u's.  wliile  Le*  uiard  Cheney,  Wiu.  Boakv 
Linus  Belknap  and  "\Vm.  0.  B, trues  were  among  the  large  exliileitors. 
Li  fact  n-virly  every  rcsid'^nt  uf  rhe  villag'.'  I'urnislied  somethiug  for 
the  display.  These  exliibitions  \vol-e  liberally  i.atroni/  d  bv  the 
towji's  ]ieople,  as  well  as  by  thos,'  wiio  liv.ol  in  I  h"  (Wiolie,  an:l  it  i.s 
to  be  regretted  that  tlie  society  wa.-'  vii-'cou  i  i  nned. 

I.NOrS  !  ivlAl.  I- All;. 

Every  old  resident  of  C-Jlolrj  Village  irU'i.>  witii  pride  and  enthu- 
siasm to  the  Industrial  Fair  heM  in  tlie  fall  of  b^aO.  Kieliard 
Crossley,  the  manager  of  the  print  v^'orks  at  tiiat  time,  was  the 
chief  promoter  and  director.  Mr.  Orosslvy  was  a  man  of  energy, 
and  great  executive  ability,  and  under  his  intelligent  supervision  a 
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most  intt  r(vstii]<;  iuul  iiisti'iictivr  cxliiliitioi)  of  thv  iudustrii'S  of  the 
town  Nvas  ^ivcn  in  (rolliir  Hall.  Foi-  coiujili  Iciios  of  arraii^cinfiit 
uiii]  varii'ty  of  (!i^;)Jay,  th-  Iml  strial  Fair  Ikk  n  Nfc  1)  m  ciaarcf] 
ill  Southbiid^c     It  ^^■as  oprii  for  a  ami  wa-  a  threat  financial 

I'lMi'.  IU  S111-:  i:. 

()]icfi]i  a  while  a  sitl  s  of  ciiti  rtainnit'nr-  wouM  ])-<4iN'tn  in 
(.Tuthic  hall  by  iirt.fcssioiial  iic  tpU-.  ]-*j'of.  IUisIha' of  W'oonsi >cla't, 
K  I.,  .^civi'  a  notc\\'ort  li y  coui  Sf  of  Irct  iu^'S  on  Astronomy,  Ihicu- 
matics  all  L  J'^:c'C't  rivily.  Thr  Pr(»frs<(  ir  hri.auhr  a  lar^jc  numl)i'r  of 
piiiiosoohic.al  iijstramiait  <  and  ijhi  ^traiod  his  lectures  wirii  ini  ere-^t- 
ini;-  exjivriments.  In  ihe-e  day^  (  f  manual  trainiii.u'  and  costly 
lahijraloi-ies  in  our  hi;4h!  r  schools,  the  iioed  of  such  lectures  may 
not  lie  i;!-eat,  f>ut  at  that  time  tiiey  created  impre-sion>  thar  in  one 
mind  at  l.'ast  liaM-  ncvei-  h.'en  etlacod. 

Tlu' disti'ict  S(diool  heiuses  Were  ia\ di  ite  }ilacesf<ir  lioldin^'  sin.u- 
mi;  schools  ;  and  the  travel lin.u  \vritin,i;'  master  often  selected  thmi 
as  the  most  con veni(>!it  i-oomv  in  which  to  teacli  the  aw  l^ward 
youth  tluif  much  nc(  ded  hut  too  ofii  ii  ne;^lected  accomplishment,  a 
^ood  handwriting. 

NHiiii-  .SCHOOL. 

Tile  ni,i;ht  sehool  of  Mtdvin  Ammidown  phiy.  d  an  important  ]>aif 
in  the  educational  advancunent  of  the  village.  I'-td'ore  the  >tat«- 
had  limind  the  a;4e  at  vsdiich  (dnldi'fu  c-ould  he  oiaploy.  d  in  a 
factor}',  or  comi)e]]ed  a  cei  tain  amount  (d'  att'Uidam/e  at  -Mime  jiirhlic 
scljool,  in  my  of  the  hal<'-;^i'o\vn  l).)y-amh.uirl  (.i])rrati ve>eould  neitlier 
I'ead  or  write.  Ashamed  to  ^;o  to  the-  ])nmary  .-cla.ol  o]-  unable  to 
affoi'd  the  tiiu(!,  tlh-  school  of  Mr.  Ammidown  ,;-;a\e  thorn  a  cimnee 
to  aequirt'  knowle<I;^e  su(licie!it  for  the  comnum  atfaii's  of  life,  at  a 
iiioderato  ci>.->t.  For  a  Ioii.l;  timothis  sciuiol  did  -ood  \,-ork  aiul  it 
was  not  closeil  till  the  educational  laws  of  the  state  ma  le  its  exist- 
ence iiu  necessary. 

lIoml/.•^^^. 

Holidays  were  h'W  and  far  1)et  woeu  in  the  period  iionv  under  con- 
sideration. Fast  Day,  Foiirtii  ol  July  and  Tlia u l:>,ui\-in-  \\  ere  t iie 
only  oihjs  r(/co,i;-ui/,ed.  (dirrstmas  ^\'as  always  a  ,u;reat  dav  ^\ith  our 
Catholic  citi'/cns,  but  tlu'  ]^u•itan  spirit  Nva<  still  tno  strc-np  in  Xew 
England  to  recoi;iii/.e  any  of  the  days  held  sacred  by  the  I\onii>h  or 
Episcopal  clinndies.  Th-  New  "i'ear  wa<  not  even  tlum-ht  of  out- 
side of  a,  few  Scoteh  l-esideuts  of  the  vllla,L;v, 
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(liars. 

Tlu'i't.'  was  (lay,  li>)\vr\-i-r,  rliar,  aliliouL;:!  imt  ixlvi-w  a  ]>laci' 
union-  rlif  liu!iilay.>  .if  the  ynw.  vras  (v >ii>i.lvTvMl  by  niaiiy  \-i  l-t  the 
niDst  inijiDiTanr  ot'  all,  \vir!i  rlif  i).)-.>n)U'  cxcr ntii m  oi  di 
July— It  ^va.■^  I  li;'  ila  y  t  h-'  ri  inais  cain''  lo  town.  ThiTr  is  an  all  i  ac- 
tion about  ii  rircus  tliar  cx.-i-i,-.  a  siron^  (irawin,'.;  itoArr  (,\rr  llir 
majority  of  tlio  jiroiiK'  to.lav  I'mt  lilly  yoais  a;.'o  tlii^-  ]  "',■.  cr  Wd-.- 
simply  ii-i'i'sisti]):r.  Tlif  cxoirciKrnt  l)c-an  w  lien  (lie  llaminu  [.o-!i'i-.- 
wvrt'  displayed  on  ,-onio  r, (iiVfiiitMii  building',  and  iiiri  ra.-t'd  liy 
^conirt i-ical  ])rwur'.'S>ion  tili  tlio  rN.anful  day  anav' d.  Tla  faina  iv- 
and  their  families  for  miles  aroiin>f  b,-an  to  L^Mtlier  at  an  early  liour 
at  liie  i)lace  of  exhil-iiion,  whidi  was  a  lield  now  ocenpi.  d  bv  tli'- 
]ioii>t;  of  Mis.  A,  J.  iiattl'olom.  w,  a.nd  iliere  were  tow  peoj-le  m  tin- 
town  who  did  imt  vi->it  the  uro^n  ls  at  tiui  ■  ol  via'  'la\-  or 

evening  For  the  tii>r  ft-w  years  after  the  miil  ^vas  nbeot  Uie 
mana.Liers  cndeavoi ed  to  keep  ihe  uue'liiiiery  raninn;^' en  iliai  day, 
but  no  .>()nner  did  the  faint  b 'ais  wf  the  bi^-  ba»  diu  in  i-ea.eii  ( he 
straininj4' ears  of  ea,L;ei'  li>teners  ia  the  nude  room,  tiian  a  lai-h  wa- 
niade  for  the  dours,  and  ihat  wa-  the  la^l  seen  of  tlie  l)oy.>  for  the 
day.  As  the  su[»ply  and  demand  of  -a  well-re- ulated  mill  is  n-arly 
t'([ual  the  stoiiiui-e  of  one  room  mean.-  ihe  (dosin;^  of  all,  so  at 
nv)on  time  the  whole  plant  Nvas  shut  oown.  Finally  the  m;ina;j:ement 
decided  to  stop  tor  tin,'  day  whenever  a.  eirens  eame  to  town,  and 
this  ride  htdd  until  in  one  of  the  many  ehanj;es  that  have  taken 
plaee,  tlic  mules  were>  broken  in  i)ieees  and  repia  ed  with  .-[anninj^ 
frames. 

CAMP  MKKriXO. 

In  the  middle  of  the  ll*th  century  vacations  were  ])ractit-ally  un- 
kiioNVii.  People  worked  from  one  year's  end  to  another  wdthout 
any  intermission  except  that  oc-casioned  l»y  the  breaking  down  ol 
machinery  or  the  shortage  of  water.  For  this  monotonous  round 
of  life  the  camp  meeting  at  t^terlinu- Junction  fornuMl  a  we  lcome 
break  to  the  Methodist  residents  (d'  the  villa-e.  The  event  was 
awaited  with  as  much  ea-erne>s  as  a.  trip  lo  the  mountains  or  sea- 
shore is  today.  Preparations  were  ma<le  N\eelcs  in  advancts  and 
when  the  api>ointed  season  arrived,  a  -cnei'al  exodUs  of  the  jieoitle 
of  that  d<-nominati  ai  took  place  from  the  villa.i^e.  It  was  a  {genuine 
cami)  meeting.  Everyone  earried  iii<  own  provisions,  slept  in  the 
tent  of  the  society,  and  took  his  meals  al  fresco.    The  outdoor  life 
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aud  the  religious  sliinulu-;  renewed  energy  to  botli  physical 

and  mental  force. 

M!<:TtI0  3IST  S3JIETY. 

A  few  follo^vcrs  of  John  Wesley  wt^re  anifjng  the  workers  in  the 
old  Globe  mill.  B}^  tlieir  nuniV)ers  v^^'r('  hjr:;-(i  enough  t  .  li-.ul 
services  in  the  old  sonth  sehoolhcmse.  and  tvvo  yt  ;ii->  l:it''i'  ;;  i(  r  v 
was  organized.  Their  number  increasing,  a  ^■a(•;ult  >! ' .i>  i. iwui  of 
the  Company  was  used  in  ]S8S  for  ti  ])lac('  of  niccVing.  and  in  iSiO 
the  secoiid  tloor  of  the  disinantk'd  Glob  '  mill  was  occupied  as  being 
more  convenient.  The  singing  of  the  conureiiarion  was  led  by  a 
violin  played  b.y  Thos.  Siierman,  and  a  b  g  yo  low  double  bass 
phiyed  by  John  Taunt  in  the  ^Nb^rjioili^-t  ser\ ices  f.  ,r  nia,i\'  \'ears. 
The.  Baptist  society  in  the  centre  Inid  a  pi])e  organ,  wiiicii  cnfinn- 
stance  led  a  good  En.glish  residnit  e-i  the  village  to  remark  that  lie 
'diked  the  Baptist  liorgon  ])etter  liuin  lie  did  rh.'  'Methoilv  liddliii;^ 
horgoji."  Nevertheless  t'le  alwence  of  the  pipe  organ  did.  n(,,t  pre- 
vent tiie  bri)thers  and  sisters  sin.ging  the  old  hymns  like  "Oh,  let  us 
be  joyful",  "Shall  v\'e  ga  hcrat  the  i-iver",  etc.,  witli  tlie  si>irit  and 
enthusiasm  that  ^verc  eliaracteristii- (  f  thi.^ir  ser\'ice>.  In  !S-!o  the 
church  on  M:iin  stret'i  Nvas  Iniilt  and  the  Globe  wa-;  Vv'illiout  an 
organized  religious  society  for  ten  years. 

EVANOELlCAi.  FKEE  CIirKCH. 

Early  in  the  winter  of  ISol  Gaytou  Ballard,  G;-o.  rians')n,  and  a 
number  of  others  met  in  one  of  the  entries  of  the  "Big  Mill"  to 
consider  the  need  of  a  jslace  for  ])ublic  \vorsliip  in  Globe  Village. 
The  result  of  theii-  discussion  was  the  formation  of  the  Evangelical 
Free  Church,  which  was  orgaai-ed  Saturdav,  Jan.  21,  lSo4,  and 
soon  after  began  to  liold  regular  services  in  Gothi')  Ha.ll.  Tlie  churh 
began  its  religious  v/ork  vrith  a  mendjership  of  29,  of  various  de- 
nominations. To  avoid  favoring  any  particular  sect,  where  so 
many  dilfered.  no  formal  connection  was  nuide  wiih  any  Christian 
body,  although  it  is  classed  as  Ccngregatiojialist.  lii  the 
society  removed  to  the  beautiful  ediiice  on  Hamilton  strtH't,  built 
for  its  use  by  the  Hand! ton  Woiden  Co.  There  have  b.'en  ten 
ministers  siiuu^  it  was  organized;  among  whom  a]\>  the  eminent 
botanist,  the  late  Thos.  Moroug.  the  kindly  M.  L.  Rieliards  )n,  tlie 
brilliant  F.  A.  Warheld,  and  f;e  sch  darly  Geo.  A.  Jackson  The 
present  pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Ilayward,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  a  longer 
terjn  of  continu;)Us  s'.n'vice  than  a.ny  other  minister  ever  settled  in 
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the  town.  Tlie  Rev.  Ebeii  Carpenter  of  the  Sontli  Church  xjreachcd 
a  ^ireati'r  number  of  j^'ars,  in  tlie  a^'';4're^^;Lte,  but  his  pastorate  was 
divided  by  a  three  years'  vacatio)!.  Dr.  Hay  ward  is  now  in  lns25th 
year  of  continuous  service. 

CATHOLIC  CllUifCII. 

The  Roman  Catliolic  population  of  tlie  village  was  very  small  for 
many  years.  As  late  as  1844  there  were  ocarcely  fifty  communicants. 
Services  had  been  held  once  in  a  while  in  the  old  liouse  at  the  west 
end  of  the  boarding  house,  and  priests  from  Worcester  liad  niadt;  (U'- 
casional  visits  T1j(^  dtOaiiic  and  ])rinting  business  caused  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  llie  Catholic  population,  and  more  or  less  regular 
serviv'.es  wc^re  held  in  the  old  so\ith  school  house,  rhe  new  south  school 
house  and  the  town  J;all.  Atter  the  mill  was  repaired  their  nund^er 
was  large)  enough  to  luaintain  a  church,  and  St.  l\'teL's  was  built  and 
opened  in  J8.)3.  This  cluirch  was  the  religious  hoUK;  of  the  Irish 
and  Frencli  till  ISHl),  when  tin'  great  imTease  of  the  latl"er necessita- 
ted a  division.  The  Frciicli  ])eoj)le  luiilt  tlie  ediiice  they  nov; 
occu})y,  "Xotre  Dame,"  wliicli  ^vas  thouglit  t;i  ]»e  large  enough  for 
tlieir  'leeds  for  many  years.  To-d;;y,  however,  lo.ioi  iiei-  building  of 
the  same  size  would  not  be  sutlicient  to  a<'com;)d:i.t;'  tli  ur  increasing 
numbers  Tlu'  Irisli  retained  St.  Petei-"s,  and  after  a  tew  years  I'c- 
nioved  it  to  its  ])r(^sent  ])ositioii  for  a  ])ai"0chia]  sell  )ol.  Their  taste- 
ful chur.'rh  stands  on  the  spot  made  vacani  l)y  iis  removal. 

C0-O!'!;i;  A'J'!\'!0  socii-yiY. 

Some  time  in  is;;4  or  a  a  society  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  its  members  with  pro\'isions  on  tlie  eo  ojX'rativii  plan.  It 
was  styh'd  the  New  England  Protective  Union  Store  No.  0(11.  Co- 
operation has  bt>en  very  suc('.es>frd  in  En.gland,  many  flourishing 
associatioiis  having  existed  there  for  years.  In  Nevv'  England  the 
method  has  not  found  favor.  ]^]ither  the  outco;iie  has  been  diastrous 
to  the  shareholders,  or  the  enterprising  managers  iiave  bought  all 
the  stock,  and  therea.ftrn-  conducted  the  business  for  thmnse'' ''cs.  It 
was  this  latter  fate  that  befell  the  New  England  Protective  Union 
Store.  The  lirst  record  of  any  date  that  has  been  found,  is  on  April 
1,  isr)7.  ;;iid  is  a  l)ill  of  sale  of  sh.rres  of  tli,!  Association.  Tlie  store 
was  doing  a  ])usiness  of  ij>.'50()0  per  month  in  the  baseuieiit  of  Mcdvin- 
stry  block,  on  Pheasant  street.  Levi  l^artU'ti"  was  President,  Jas. 
Gleason,  Secretary,  H.  S.  Vaughn,  D.  T.  Meccli,  John  Lee,  T.  H. 
Gregory  and  John  I'ongdon,  l)ire(^tt>rs.  In  October  of  the  same 
year  James  Gleason  bought  all  riglits  and  stock'  of  the  Union,  and 


114 


oil  the  coniplctioii  of  tlio  bric^k  block  (-(iriuT  of  ^Itiin  and  Mill  strrcth 
opeiR'd  a  stoiv  that  was  wvil  kllo^V!l  for  iiuiny  yoais  us  tin,'  Union 
store,  tlie  blocli  ah;o  takiii,;^'  tlie  sanir  name. 

All  or^'aiiiz/vtioii  in  which  the  villa^'c  tc-ok  ^^'t'^d  ]n-iilc  was  the 
Mellville  Engine  Go,  Ko  (l.  Tliis  conipany  \\'as  formed  iji  bsdl  ^vitll 
G.  A.  Dresser  as  i'oreman.  It  ^^as  c(jm])osed  of  the  most  masciihiv 
me  11  of  the  villa ^^e,  and  they  ilid  y.  oman  service  at  many  a  liard  fon;^hv 
fire.  The  en<_;-ine  wa.s  e4n3[»i)ed  with  a  bidl  l-hat  .vw.s  s'ed  wuli  evej'v 
inoveineiit  of  the  niacliine,  and  the  lionselatlder  has  ol'teu  liad  his 
lii'art  sinlc  with  alarm  as  l^alf  awal^e  lie  has  heard  ii>  dolefnl  daiiu 
echoing-  on  the  midnighr  air.  The  bell  is  now  in  tla/  })ossession  of 
Wni.  Harley,"  a  I'oriiier  i)o|)ular  foreman  of  ihe  C')mpany.  aial  dis- 
turbs no  more  the  peaeefnl  slumbers  of  the  oiti/eiis. 

The  narrow  and  inflexible  ideas  of  tlie  early  settlers  of  New 
England  allowed  little  latitude  for  the  play  of  fancy  ur  sentiment. 
Those  who  are  hardly  arrived  at  n  id  lie  age,  to  day,  have  witnessed 
a  wonderful  development  in  music,  painting,  and  literat  ure.  In  the 
early  fifties  the  laanist  wlu^  could  play  t!ie  "NVrecker's  Daaighter,'" 
or  the  "Battle  of  Prague,"'  and  the  violini>t  ^vho  t'i)uld  rasj)  out 
"iNloney  Musk"  or  "IIuU's  Victory"  were,  to  use  the  common  ex- 
pression, "Tlio  l;est  in  the  parts."  Tlie  "Ode  to  Science"  and 
"Sound  the  Loud  Timbrel"  were  stock'  pieces  for  tiie  closing  con- 
certs of  singing  schools.  But  once  in  a  wliilc  one  whose  ea.rs  were 
more  delicately  attuued  to  nohle  harmonies  Vv'ould  rise  to  greater 
heights,  and  make  a  deep  impression  on  the  minds  of  his  eon- 
temporaries. 

DANIEL  F.  IJACOX, 

Such  an  one  was  Daniel  F.  Bacon,  whose  playing  on  the  clarinet 
was  highly  praised  years  after  he  had  passed  away.  Two  daughters 
inherited  his  musical  taste  and  talent,  one  of  -whom,  Mrs  Henry 
Dame,  became  the  most  finished  phinist  Southbridge  has  ever  pro- 
duced. 

JOHN  AND  WILLIAM  ROWLEY. 

In  1S52  John  and  William  Rowley  entered  the  employment  of  the 
Hamilton  Woolen  Co.    They  were  musicians  of  mori'  tnan  ordinary 


*Since  writing  the  above,  news  lias  been  received  of  tlie  deatli  of  Mr.  Harley. 
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talent  and  kniVwK'dg'i'.  ,T(jlin  hci'anu-  ()i  ;4aiiist  at  St.  Pt-l i;r's  cliui'di , 
and  composed  some  cxrollvMii.  mn>i''  for  ir>,  sci'vicc.  Later  ln'  lu  M 
the  same  jiosition  for  the  J-]  V  clim-ch  in  (idthii;  [lalh  AVilliam 
was  a  violinist  who,  tlh'  old  residciil >av,  "could  lairl}'  make  a 
fiddle  talk'."  Tlie  br; >':liei-s  WiTc  in  cdnsraiit  (k-m.ind  foj-  ent-.Ttain- 
ments,  socials  and  tearhin;;',  and  \  ]\>'\v  elfoi  ts  had  i^reat  influence  in 
raisin;;'  the  musical  -tamlin^'  of  the  \\]M)le  toNvn.  In  after  years 
Piin_\'  T  Litcldleld  l),M-;nnc  a  lead.  ]'  a^K^ni;-  tlie  lovers  of  vocal  music 
thr(_)n^li  his  ma.i;nc'riv'  entlui^iasm  and  tiiH'  \'oi'c,e,  iii^r  should  the 
services  of  the  accomplish,  vl  j.iani-  r,  Mrs.  (  hiyton  Pallard,  lii'tiver- 
look'ed,  who  freely  g'ive  her  tinn'  and  sldll  for  tiie  beneiit-  of  the  E. 
F.  churr-h  and  the  people  of  the  villa.^c. " 

l;U  ASS   1.  \.M). 

Ev(>i-y  communit}'  kais,  sooner  or  later,  an  attack  of  v.dctt  nn.uht 
be  api)i-opriatel}'  termed  i  lie  Iniiss  baml  f(,'ver.  Aboiu  IN'II  tliis 
atfec-tion  bccajne  epidemic,  at  tlie  Cllobe,  and  the  '•TTamilton  (.'oi'net 
Band"  ^vas  started  in  the  south  sc-hool  house  under  the  leadci'shiii 
of  Elisha  Har^-reaves.  After  a  wdiile  the  place  of  mertm-  Nva> 
changed  to  the  hall  in  "Union  lUock."  The  instruments  wei'c  fur- 
nished by  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co  aiid  wlien  the  orpmr/.alion 
disbanded  they  wert.^  ])reservcd  tor  years  in  t!>c  oHlc  of  th  /  print 
\vorks.  As  soon  as  the  memfiers  had  ^'ainvMl  a  I'ertain  amonar  of 
skill  they  contriluited  to  the  enri'rtainmeid  of  the  villaee  by  eiviu.; 
summej'-evi'irini,^  concerts  on  what  was  called  the  comnic!ii — a  level 
tract  bounded  by  Mill  and  Canal  streets,  the  old  (rlobe- Woicort 
factory,  aad  tlie  QuiiU'ljaui;-  river. y  One  day  rhe  band  was  enga^'ed 
to  accompany  a  large  deleeation  of  (ilolie  people  to  a  mass  ujceting 
in  Woodstock,  and  part  of  the  musical  i)r(*gram  was  assigned  (n  it. 
Reeves'  xVmericiin  Band  of  Providence  was  present  also,  and  I'cndered 
several  numbers  in  the  earl}-  afternoon.  It  was  a  revelation  to  the 
Globe  musicians,  and  when  the  time  arrivt^'d  to  give  their  selection 
not  a  member  could  be  found.  Tlie  band  held  togetlier  .  )r  several 
years,  and  was  of  great  assistance  in  ki,'eping  the  i)atriotism  of  the 
village  at  a  high  point  during  the  early  years  of  the  rebellion  but 


*^b■s.  ilrillard  \v:is  ort;anist  at  tlie  ne\s  cluirch  ior  a  number  uf  years. 

I  la  l.s7..'  ll-.e  raibiiii;  (^1  tlie  canal  wliicli  bi.secte'l  tlils  |)lat,  aiiil  the  biiililifr^  of  alari^t- 
tenement  house  on  the  Canal  :',,reet  side  destroyed  its  value  as  a  place  of  recreation. 

iAs  the  war  record  of  Southbridue  forms  the  subject  of  one  of  the  papers  of  the  (,M;ina" 
bauv:  Historical  Society  that  iiortion  the  history  of  iilobc  \  illai^e  will  not  be  louJied  in 
this  paper. 
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the  effort  to  become  proficient  was  too  groat  for  laLoriny  lueu,  ard 
as  the  enthusiasm  grew  less  the  band  diminislu'd  also,  and  finally 
ceased  to  exist. 

HAMILTON   \VOOLE\  COMPANY'S  LIHiJAHY, 

In  18()0  the  Hamilton  Woolen  On  (>sral)lished  a  library  for  the 
benefit  of  its  employes.  Some  yt'iirs  ]);\n'ious  residents  of  sch(»ol 
district  number  three,  embrac  ng  :\  portion  of  each  sidi^  ct'  the  river, 
liad  clubbed  together  and  ])nrchiised  a  nmnb'  r  of  srandard  works  of 
science  and  literature  wht('h  were  ro  hi-  lii.oii'd  only  to  such  as  lived 
in  tiiat  (l!stri(^t.  Tlie  oflico  of  iil>i-ari:;a  \va.s  yeariy  sold  a.t  auction 
to  tlie  lov.T'st  bidder  v.dio  to(»k  the  hoolvs  to  his  lionu',  and  flu'ri,' 
issued  the  volumes  to  such  as  wer;'  eiiritled  to  rlieir  use.  On 
aci'ount  ()f  its  restricted  circulation  this  library  did  not  beeonie  t!u' 
power  in  the  commuinty  it  miglit  hav- I) -i'M  under  differeiit  regu- 
lations, and  when  thi.^  much  lavg(  r  coUe  -rion  furnished  by  tlie  Com- 
pany was  opened  to  every  o]>eral  ive,  fi-e.e>  e^f  cliarge,  tlie  association 
fell  into  a  decline.  T!ie  ]>'.)oks  were  hnally  sr>)red  in  th  ■  loft  of  tlie 
new  Siiuth  school  house  where  ;i  hre  destroyiMi  a  pv'rtion.  Of  the 
remainder,  a  few  found  their  v.'ay  iato  the,  Southliridge  Pubh'C 
library  and  the  others  are.  scatteri'd.  Tlie  library  of  the  Hamilton 
Woolen  Co.  was  installed  in  a  room  now  occu})ied  Ity  Dr.  Webster 
in  Union  Blo(;k.  The  liooks  Vs'ere  selected  with  much  care  and 
judgment,  and  were  of  gieat  e*lucational  benefit  as  well  as  recrea- 
tion. Ab.jut  ten  years  later  tlie  Stjuthl-ridge  Paidic  Library  was 
opened  at  the  centre  and  strong  efforts  were  made  to  merge  the  two 
institutions  into  one,  Imt  tlie  jealousy  be'tweeii  the  villages  ^\■as  too 
great  to  allow  ree.son  to  determine  a  wise  course  of  action,  and  the 
union  was  never  consum;r.ated.  U])  to  this  time  the  factory  library 
had  been  carefnlly  maiuiged,  but  as  interest  le:-:sei;ed  on  account  ot 
the  liberal  apprvjpriations  voted  to  its  rival  and  the  conse(pient  en- 
largement of  its  usefulness  no  furtiier  additions  were  made  or  worn 
out  material  replaced,  and  in  a  short  time  the  books  were  with- 
drawn from  circulation. 

ViLLAGli:  liOUN'DS. 

From  the  preceding  narration  it  will  be  noted  that  Globe  Village 
was  a  self-centered  community,  as  independent  in  feelings  and 
interests  as  if  it  were  a  town  of  itself.  The  cause  of  this  condition 
is  not  hard  to  find.  When  the  town  of  South])ridge  was  incorpo- 
rated the  Globe  was  already  a  little  vilhige  with,  presumably,  some 
local  spirit.    The  Centre  was  a  mile  away,  and  the  only  direct 
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means  of  oonnnniiication  was  an  ordina.iy  country  road  nearly  desti- 
tute of  houses  and  very  hilly.  This  distance  prevented  the  forming 
of  ch)se  r(datioas  and  afterwards  proniuted  riv;ilry.  As  the  villages 
increased  in  poinilation  an  imaginai'V  boun(iary  line  was  drawn 
between  them  along  the  crest  uf  the  hill  that  separated  the  Marcy 
and  Plim[)ton  estates.  To  live  anywhere  on  the  east  slope  marked 
one  as  a  Towner,  but  every  residtmt  of  the  west  side  was  a  (ilober. 
There  was  a  curious  exception  to  tliis  unwritt.m  law;  the  right 
hand  side  of  South  street,  fr(un  the  Wheeler  homestead  to  Main 
street,  belonged  t(.>  tlii'  town.  This  division  ])laced  the  Imuse  now 
owned  by  ?^lrs.  ^Masoii,  eoriier  nf  High  en;!  South  -treet.-,  and  tin- 
old  ium.se  at  the  r^Mf,  outside  tl:e  limits  of  tlio  (Jlobi;,  obliged  the 
occupants  to  send  their  children  to  the  schools  at  the  Centre,  and 
depriveil  th-un  of  some  local  ])rivileges.  Tiie  uli.surdirv  oi'  tiie 
situatioii  iH-comes  plain  wlien  ir  is  known  that  fj-oni  the  M*  ih.odist 
chundi  to  these,  houses  there 'svas  not  a  buihling  nf  any  Icind  on  t'lat 
side  of  South  street,  while  the  ()p[)usite,  or  (llob:^  side,  and  High 
and  Sayles  streets  were  almost  as  eln-ely  built  as  at  ])resv  nr.  As 
late  as  ISlK)  houseless  streteli  ot  nearlv  luilf  a  mil-  lay  bitweeii 
the  villages.  A  great  part  of  this  snnce  on  Ilan.iilron  i.rvvot,  or  rlie 
New  Road,  as  it  was  then  caUed,  wasthiek  pini'  woods,  vrhile  ]\Iain 
and  South  streets  could  hardly  l)e  cla.-.sed  as  mo'lel  highways. 

VILLACH  <,)i;ARliKLS. 

Finally  healthy  competition  had  become  changed  frietien 
througJi  i^olitical  and  financial  v/ire  palling.  Tinder  these  condi- 
tions there  was  no  unity  of  sentiment  or  action.  The(rlobe.  havin;: 
the  larger  population  and  paying  more  than  half  tlie  t.axe,-;,  felv  that 
a  proportional  shares  of  the  munie.i})al  exi)endit\ire.  should  be  granr'';! 
for  its]  beiieiit,  while  the  Town,  having  the  piiblic  baiidinL;s  and 
more  business,  thought  the  general  g-ood  was  best  served  by  keeping 
the  Centre  abreast  of  the  times  in  inijirovt  nunits  and  attraeriveness. 
Bitter  feeling  was  thusanuised  and  the  liAvn  nn-etings  wen'  ofreii 
scenes  of  heated  debates  that  tended  to  widen  the  b.reneli  Tiie 
boys  were  as  partisan  as  their  ekiers.  The  Clolier  \vas  despi-ed  by 
the  Towner,  while  the  latter  if  he  had  e.ceasion  t('  visU  "Kutts 
Green"  or  "Canada  Hill"  often  returjn-d  home  with  the  inarks  of  a 
t(^o  zealous  Globor  plainly  imprinted  on  his  perse/u. 

(1L015E  POST  OFl^KK. 

The  estrangement  reached  its  climax  when  the  village  post  otiie-*, 
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wliich  had  Loeii  op-oiU'd  but  ii  few  luoutlis,  ^vas  clos!  il  \yy  a  ^^^(n'ern- 
iiu'iit  ordt-r.  Tii  ■  facrs  are  as  t'nllu\s\s  :  Shortly  lid't irr  Fiaiikhn 
Piercte  vras  iiian^-uratfil  Prcsi([ciir  (if  tlio  Uiiiti'd  State's  a^  pt-.-r  oiWw 
was  establislv'd  at  fh"  <:  flolic  ^^•irh  Wni.  ■Mn  aroc  as  ijostiiiasier  and 
J.  ^l.  (Ihciirv,  assistant.  T!i(-  (j'li'-  '  was  in  the  store  of  '},Lr.  rhoncy. 
-\.  J'\  A)iiiiiid()wn.  postiiiast.a' a !  ihi  r,"iitrt',  and  oilier  ti as  iis| u/o- 
1>1(^  ]>ittrrly  o|)})os('d  thi'  movi'im  iit  ('(-r  a  sc])arat<'  o'i'.h-r,  and  Nvhi  n 
it  bi'canic  an  aci-oniphshud  i'art  I^lt  no  stwiic  unturni'd  to  have  it 
dis'-.ontinned.  but  were  uct  sia-cu'ssfn] .  As  Mr.  I\Iuiirov'  was  a 
Wlii;;  th''  <;!iaij;'v  toa  Dcniocra tii- a'lui i nisi  I'ation  rtMnovt'd  liini  ir.nn 
his  position  and  J,  'SI.  CJIumu'V  w  us  ap])  tinted  liis  sncc  'ssor.  A  sec- 
ond aVtcnipt  \vas  noNV  nia'h."  lo  dosr  the  oihei\  iind  the  ];etiti( )n(,'rs 
were  a>sisted  by  tlie  Hon.  Wm.  L.  .ATarey,  then  r^eeivtary  of  State, 
w  iio  testiiled  that  liis  birtlipha'e  ^^'as  in  Southbr idjj,'<^  between  the 
two  ])(ist  ('hh'v\<,  and  that  they  wer'  h'S.i  than  a  lialf  miU-ap'art. 
The  wei.uh.t  of  his  inthu'nre  was  too  ,ereat  to  he  o\»'rl)'irne  and  the 
(/iliee  \s';is  disc  tiitiiun  (b  Tile  oiUcial  rc'ason  for  tliis  action  was  "'its 
(dose  proximity  t:)  the  Sout!d)ri(bi4'"'  oldce." 

m:w  rows. 

]Much  heat  and  aerinu^ny  laid  I'eeni  eijeeinh'red  durin<;'  tlie  strue- 
^■]e,  ]iu{  when  tb.e  i)ost  dhlce  was  linally  elnsed  tlie  mdienation  itf 
tlie  vilh'.ixers  kjiew  no  bounds  and  ininadatte  ste-})s  were  tab'en  to 
incorporate  a  new  town  Ix^arin^-  tlie  name  of  AVaslibvirn.  The 
proi)C)Si;'d  eastern  liounthiry  ^vas,  in  ]i;irt,  an  old  stone  wall  which 
was  built  from  a  jioint  on  the  river  bank'  near  the  Xew  Mill  to  land 
of  Samuel  Newell  ad  the  lower  reserv(dr.  Wiser  counsels  linally 
prevailed  and  tlu^  project  Nvas  abamloned.  Tlie  evil  results  of  this 
tempest  in  a  teaptd  have  lasted  even  to  the  present  time 

NOTIC  C»X  TlIK   '"rows'   AVOODS  " 

The  "Town  Wocxbs,"  so  called  was  on  tJu;  eastern  side  of  this  old 
walk  The  existence  cd'  the  little  '^vov  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
has  often  arousetl  in([uiry.  Previous  to  [s2')  I\Iain  street  we  t 
westerly  as  far  as  tho  Foster  place  (Ohl  Oakes  h(nise),  turned  sharply 
to  the  rig'ht,  and  passing  over  tho  hill  re-eiiten  d  the  presenr  line  of 
the  street  near  the  Alden  house.  In  the  boyhood  of  William  and 
Jedidiali  Marcy  the  land  to  thj  north  of  this  road  had  {.;rown  up  to 
sprouts  and  been  recently  cleared  olf  exce])tin^^  two  or  three  acres- 
One  ti:ne  the  boys  were  given  the  stint  of  clearing  this  portion. 
The  work  proved  tiresome,  and  the  day  invited  to  recreation  so  the 
boys  concludeil  to  amuse  thems(dves  some  other  wa}'.    The  ta^-k 
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wa--  iievrr  (^oniplcrcil,  und  tliL'  woi  uls  livcil  and  llourisli -d  t  ill  tli-y 
becainu  it  boaiitifal  oniaiuciit  of  tin;  town.  Tlu'  fxri'iision  of  the 
villai;'!'  in  tli-it  ilirc'l  i<.)i:  lias  (Icsi  roy.-d  rli^' "atcr  pAVt  (4'  f  ^ruvi-, 
1)iit  II  i\'\Y  trues  still  stand,  icniiud:  rs  of  a  boyi>)i  frolic.  Tlu;  group 
of  pines  on  the  \vestei-n  sifle  of  thst  \vall  are  of  a.later  ;-,a-o\vl  h  exci-iii- 
ing  some  half-a-dozi'n  tre-js  lhat  si.rni  1o  b*'  relies  of  the  ()ri;4inal 
fore-st. 

.  It  is  evident  tliat  tlif  main  obstaeh-  td  a  eh)ser  union  butwet-u  tin- 
people  of  the  (rlobe  and  C^nitre  lay  in  the  -unscith'd  tract  iirrvionsly 
mentioned,  and  up  o-  JS31  m,  pro-rc>s  had  breJi  mad;'  in  tilling  tiie 
ga}.).    Sonu'  time  m^ar  riionuol  Ulieever  Fiske  laid  a  minlsill 

across  the  river  at  the  corner  oi  rl.U' present  so-called  "'Shoddy  }»Iill." 
and  dug-  a  trench  down  the  east  baid^.  but  he  failed  in  busine.-> 
bid'ore  the  undertaking  reac-hcitl  any  im])ortance,  aiil  tlio  water 
power  remained  undeveloped  till  IS-")-!,  ju  \vhich  year  (rloasoji 
Weld  built  the  dam  at  tlie  rear  of  the  Idacl^^mi th  sho[),  and  eri/cted 
a  grist  mill  ^\■hich  is  now  u.sed  liy  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  to  cleaii 
waste.  This  was  the  lii'st  stej)  in  joining  the  villages.  A  few  years 
later  the  same  lirm  beii,aJi  the  UKinufacture  of  pails  in  tlie  ell  pait  of' 
the  mill  l)ut  a  short  time  afirr,  at  the.  expir;ition  of  their  lease,  the 
milling  busiiu'ss  ^vas  rem.oved  to  West  Dudley,  and  the  pail  \vork< 
to  the  so-called  Brackett's  Mill. 

.lAMKW  (iLEASOX. 

Jas.  (rleason,  the  senior  member  of  th.e  iirm  of  CIleasfMi  iX:  Weld, 
began  business  at  t)ie  elhjbe  in  JS14,  liy  starting  a  pknnng  null  on 
the  soiitli  side  of  the  Sturfiridge  road,  in  a  slieil  that  n  >w  forms  the 
ell  to  the  carpenter  slioj).  Latiu-  lie  removed  to  a  building  wlrich  he 
erected  near  the  big  dam.  In  company  witli  C  W.  Weld  he  was 
id -utiticd  with  many  enterprises,  bat  \va  .  best  kn(nvn  to  the  people 
of  the  villagi'  through  his  ctauu'ction  witli  the  binion  Store. 

taiAin.KS   W  .  WKL!). 

O.  W.  Weld  is  still  active  and  enei'gcdic,  although  he  has  passed 
his  golden  ;jnl)ilee  of  succt^ssful  business  life.  For. many  years  he 
was  prominent  in  town  atfairs,  and  has  lilled  all  the  olHces  of  im- 
portance. 

STKAM  MinL. 

After  operating  the  steam  mill  (as  it  was  called)  a  number  (d'  year>, 
Gleason  sold  the  property  to  J.M.  Cleinence  and  All)ert  ^IcKinstry. 
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Ou  the  Liiglit  of  Deo.  9,  ISo?  it  was  destroyed  l)y  fire.  A  siav-inill 
on  the  opi)osite  side  of  the  road  escaped  destruetion  and  was  operated 
some  years  longer,  but  thp  mill  was  never  rebuilt.  After  the  loss 
of  their  .shop,  Clemence  :ind  Melvinstry  leased  a  water-jxtwer  of  the 
Hamilton  Woolen  Co.,  built  their  dam  where  River  street  bridge 
now  stands,  and  erected  a  building  suitable  for  their  business. 

J.   M.   c^:   L.   D.  CLKMExNCE. 

Shortly  after  McKinstry  retired,  and  the  J.  M.  &  L.  D.  Clemence 
Co.  was  formed,  which  has  become  one  of  the  solid  and  v>rosperous 
business  eniLrprises  of  tlie  t(»wn.  Lack  of  water  in  dry  sea.sons 
determined  the  Clemences  U>  lind  a  biTter  ]orati(jn,  and  the  village 
lost  this  progressive  company. 

NEW  MILL. 

In  1800  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  built  the  large  brick  mill  known 
ever  since  as  the  "New  Mill."  It  was  fncted  in  th;'  centre  that 
beautiful  tract  called  Paradise,  and  i)raotically  desrr<\ved  it.  Origin- 
ally intended  for  a  cotton  mill,  the  breaking  out  of  the  ilebellitui 
prevented  its  operation  till  l>?i)o.  In  isdl  it  was  clianged  to  the 
same  class  of  work  as  that  at  the  Big  Mill.  The  "-New  Village" 
which  was  built  to  accomodate  the  operatives,  was  i)lac;  tl  alm(t>(  in 
the  centre  of  the  hou.seless  stretch  on  the  new  road,  and  was  a  large 
factor  in  uniting  the  two  villages. 

RESKfNATION  OF  .TOk^HUA  BALLAKI). 

Ill  iS()5  Joshua  BaUard  was  elected  Trc'asurer  of  the  Haiirlloii 
Woolen  Co.  and  removed  to  l^oston.  (  raytoii  Ballard,  liis  brother, 
v^'as  appointed  his  success(,»r,  and  Andrew  Hall  ^vllo  had  been  .super- 
intendent of  the  print  works,  was  given  inde[)endent  control. 

Josliua  Ballard  was  calm  and  self-contained,  witli  :i  fund  of  ([Uiet 
humor  that  circumstances  fre(iueiitly  made  manifest.  He  dearly 
loved  a  joke  even  if  he  himself  was  the  victim.  How  Mike  Houlin 
wore  the  agent's  best  coat  is,  p  Thaps,  the  most  widely  known  and 
relished.  It  must  be  premised  that  Mrs  Jxillard  was  the  '*Lady 
Bountiful"  of  the  village'.  Her  ear  was  always  o])  'U  to  api)eals  of 
distress  and  her  hand  was  never  ^\dth-held  from  giving  aid  to 
worthy  objects.  Mr.  Ballard  assisted  this  charitable  work  by  send- 
ing to  her  .such  need}"  persons  as  came  umL'r  his  notice.  The  story 
goes  that  one  cold  uiorniug  as  he  was  passing  a  group  of  laborers  he 
observed  that  one  of  them,  Michael  Houlin  by  name,  was  in  shirt 
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sleeves.  "Where  is  your  co:it,  INIike;"  siiid  ^Ir.  Ballard.  "I  liave 
none  sor."  "(tO  to  Mrs.  Ballard  and  Ull  Iwr  to  give  yon  one." 
Mike  threw  dov.  n  his  shovel  and  nmrclied  up  to  the  house.  "The 
Agint  sini  nie  up  for  a  coat  nia'aui,"  said  he.  Whatev^-r  lionsehold 
affairs  were  exacting  tiie  attention  of  Mrs.  Ballard  that  morning 
she  did  not  realizij  the  object  of  Houli n's  visit,  hut  snp])Osing  Mr. 
B.illard  had  received  a  sudden  call  to  go  away,  gave  Mike  the  bi-sr 
coat  in  the  house.  Sunday  morning  at  Mass  Miki',  resplendmt  in  a 
fine  coat,  Avas  the  centre  of  a  ^;ro^vd  of  admiring  friends,  whili-  the 
agent  souglit  in  vain  f('r  snitabl!'  appard  iiMvhich  to  attend ciiurrh. 
]Mr.  Bailiird  ai^prcciated  the  jitkc  too  Icccnly  to  (h;mand  the  ret  urn 
of  the  garment,  and  Houlin  remained  m  prai-.-alde  i)ossession  of  the 
agent's  Sunday  cout.'^ 

LKAUIN(i  UVI'.RSICEKS  184()— 03. 

yivn  of  ability  liave  been  empl'tV'Ml  by  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co. 
since  it  was  organi/.ed;  but  the  executive  force  under  Joshua 
Ballard  was  of  sueh  exceptii-nal  strength,  aird  the  period  from  isld 
to  isi;.")  is  so  rapidly  })assing  out  of  rememl)rance,  it  is  lilting  that 
mention  should  Ijc  made  of  those  wlio  by  years  of  service  aiid 
marked  personaliry  contributed  to  the  success  of  Mr.  Ballard's  ad- 
ministration. In  bSfO  iJaniel  V.  Nevroll,  nuister-mechauic,  ^^■as 
Senior  overseer,  followed  as  a  cIcj.-ic  second  by  John  P.  Stednnm. 
Capt.  x^e^vell  entered  the  i'm}*]oyiiienr  of  the  ^V(jlc(Jtt  (3o.  in  1n24, 
but  Mr.  Stedman,  altliough  ^vorl^ing  more<ir  less  for  that  corpora- 
tion, was  not  permanently  engag.'d  at  tlie  Globe  till  bSoD,  in  Vs-jiich 
year  lie  to(jk  service  with  the  Hamilton  AVuolen  Co  as  (A'erseer  of 
the  sorting  room.  When  their  business  increased  he  was  given  the 
position  of  wool-buyer.  Eacli  of  these  men  actiuired  a  comi)etencc 
by  industry  and  careful  investments  and  lived  long  lives  of  useful- 
ness. The  name  of  John  Taunt  appears  on  the  pay  roll  of  the 
company  in  18;5().  Sircceediug  Gayton  Ballard  in  the  worsted 
carding  and  drawing  rocmi,  he  was  called  the  "model  (overseer"'. 
Dea.  George  Hanson  took  the  contract  for  finishing  the  cassimeres 
ill  1848,  and  operated  that  department  nearly  thirty  years.  Pie  had 
great  business  ability,  and  was  one  of  the  most  widelv  known  and 
respected  citizens  of  the  village.    Festus  Litehtield,  milhvriglit  and 


*Joshi  a  liall  ird  died  suddenly  May  5,  1SS5.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  present  treasurer, 
Mr.  C.  A.  (.'uleinan  ot  liostoa,  whose  conservative  finaucial  policy  and  nianaKemenl  have 
brought  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  through  iJireat  business  del)ression  to  a  broad  and 
assured  basis  ol  prosperity. 
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masrcr-(';,!r[>t'iitcr,  was  afterward  oiit;  oi'  the  [)riii(ai)al  owiu-rs  of  the 
l.itclitifld  Shuttle  Co.  Oa])t  Levi  P^artlett  Avas  a  ru^^icd  f(a-cc 
wli  )>c  \va"o';\:'.  rd  av;is  ta  i  i  ii i aliu'ss.  Ja  S/ott,  S  ;  [-^'i  ;at''iidi-iu  <  A' 
the  c-assiun'rc  (^.f})artinoiir,  and  Tiios  Wliitak'ta-  of  !  In- wool  I'oom 
were  men  <jf  ]irns(|iie  exterior  l)ut  kindly  heart.  Tiadr  extensive 
readin;.^  aueiuidcfi  a!'.n(»;,t  lo  a  lilt  'i'al  edueatioii.  TTar\-cy  (denieiiee 
was  a  superior  dyer  of  >\'oo],  far->-iv:ht(  d  and  of  sound  judgment. 
-\  nuin  hfld  in  ^^rcad  esteem.  i'<.>r  his  :  orsonal  (qualities  as  wdl  as 
close  \vo]-!{m;i  nsliip  was  Alon/o  J3o.-;woi-th ,  siuteessor  to  Ft-stns  T.iteh- 
field.  All  cLitieisni  ^vas  silenc^Ml  v/licn  it  h  'eanie  knoAvn.  tliat  an\'- 
tliin^'-  v/as  1>t;in<;'  done  l)y  oi'iler  of  "Lon",  as  lie  ^vas  always  ealled. 
Wn-i.  Booth  i'olloAV'd  Thos.  Whitaker  iii  t  he  wool  room ,  aial  n]ion 
the  resi^-nation  of  Jas.  Se')cr  sueeeedi'd  to  the  ohiee  of  sa})erintend- 
ent  of  tli(.^  "Bi^-  Mill",  lie  is  one  of  th"  vonn;4  iild  mmi  of  the 
\  illa;4'e  today.  The  .^killed  nuu-hunie,  Daniel  Pci-r)',  took  ehai-;4i'  of 
tlio  machine  shop  afier  (.'ai)t.  NeAvell  aiala*  his  rdirenient  the  posi- 
tion \\'as  .uivcnto  the  ill-fati'd  INtai'tin  \Vlnt\  llublja'-d  S.  Van^han 
and  R(.)hi;rt  .]']lliot  t  were;  the  \\  orstcd  si;innerh..  To  work  for  "Old 
Elliott"  or  "Koh"  was  e{|uivalent  to  beii;;;-  one  of  the  four  hundi'ed 
among  the  lar^^er  l)r»ys  of  tlie  village,  (diver  Plimpton  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  AVm.  Plinijjton.  Tie  was  snperintendena  of  the 
"Cotton  ^Varp  Mill",  and  after\vard  eng;)ged  in  the  manufacture 
of  envelopes  at  Ilartiord,  (.'onn,  Chene}' INIek aiy  a.nd.  Philip  ]->ond 
were  overs(!ers  at  the  wnv])  mill  under  (;)!iver  Plimpton,  and  each 
in  tarn  beca.iia;  sunerin tendents  of  the  New  Mill,  ]\Ir.  Bond,  holding 
that  position  at  the  present  time.''  (reo.  A.  Dresser  gained  more 
than  a  local  re})atat.ion  oji  account  of  his  al)ility  in  managing  the 
working  forces  of  oonstrucditm  comi)anics.  He  is  a  storehouse  of 
village  reminist-ences.  (Jco.  Jioulton,  wool  grader,  was  an  unas- 
suming nuiu  of  sterling  ([ualities. 

Among  the  many  others  who  were  at  the  head  of  departments 
for  longer  or  shorter  ])eriods,  Wm.  IMunroe,  Geo,  \Vhiteh(mse,  D. 
T.  ]Meech  and  J.  C,  (  rile  are  best  remendjered. 

John  R.  Perry  started  the  New  Mill  on  cotton  in  bs(;:5,  but  left 
the  village  shortly  [ifter  that  plant  was  changed  over  to  worsteds. 


'I'hilip  r;ond  died  of  l'iieuii;nnia  j.-iu.  17,  I'-'iK,. 
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As  tlu'  priiiiiii^-  of  •li'laiiuis  was  ni'^'uii  about  limr  Mr.  l^allard 
assainc'l  tlu'  (UitiiS  n'i  a'-;>';it  ,  the  luMd-^oi'  tlu'  di 'if.'r-.'iit  il.M>artiii>'nts 
at  the  print  ^V()rlcs  wer.-  strati^^'crs  tn  the  \'illa^i'.  I'.ml  (•haii;^.'S  in 
personnel  were  nioi-c  raj)i(l  tiuoi  at  thr  niilh;.  Th;-  names  of 
Maskoy,  Parker,  iioyd.  and  superiid'.'nd  'iu s  I\I;)iiareh  aiidJ)aiton 
W^ero  dim  reeolliMdions  till  tiie  I'cccnt  death  of  Jonathan  l'o}-d  at 
the  residence  of  his  so)ion  Hamilton  street  l)ii^htfnt'd  old  'inories 
and  brouij^ht  the  fact  to  lij^lit  that  h'i  was  licad  nf  th.'  en;ri'aN  ing 
in  the  early  yt^a.rs  of  the  printing  ])nsiness  at  (ilobe  Village. 
Wm.  llodgsson,  l)leaeh('r.  v.'as  in  aftrr  years  a  well-laiown  iigure 
on  the  streets.  It  was  a  fre(iuent  oc'currence  to  see  "Billy"  driv- 
ing his  "rat-tailed,  ewe-neeke''  bay"  at  a  bread-neck  pace 
through  the  town.  Wai.  R.  P.iton,  engraver,  came  to  the  (Ilobe  in 
1832,  and  lived  there  till  his  deatli,  some  years  ago.  lad  a  higli 

reputation  for  a]lilit^^  and  was  a  man  oi'  wide  iTading  and  l)ro:id 
views.  Wm.  llarley,  in  cluirge,  of  the  color  slu)p,  l>ecame  a  Nvell- 
kn(.)wn  manager  in  the  printing  liusiness.  Li  the  sketching  room 
were  SanuKd  Goodier,  H.  T.  Oldham,  Wm.  11.  Campbell  and  Thos. 
Goodit^r.  Sanund  Gotvlier  was  tinally  connected  ^^'ilh  the  print 
^vorks  at  Sandersdale.  "liarry"  Oldh.am  had  a  tine  voice,  and  hi< 
singing  and  acting  of  character  songs  was  a  feature  of  many  ent'^r- 
tainments.    W.  If.  ramjibtdi,  ultliou,i;h  folloNving  his  trade  in  va- 
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rious  places,  has  ke])t  his  losidt'iici.'  in  (Jl(il)i'  Vilhi.m',  and  is  living' 
today  at.  the  Paton  liojviestead.  The  early  death  of  Tlios. 
Goodier  closed  the  career  ot  a  jjrcnni.siii^-  pianist  and  npri^^hr  citi- 
zen. Jas.  Swindells,  machine  en;^raver,  \sas  a  very  short,  thick' - 
set  man,  whose  strength  was  not  apparent.  A  discassion  ari^in^' 
in  Gleasoii's  store  as  to  the  al>ilit3'  of  certain  ones  to  lift  heavy 
weif;hts,  Jas.(rleason  ottered  SwindelLsa  l.arrelof  tloni-  if  lie  would 
carry  it  to  the  door.  Swindells  promptly  picke(t  ii])  the  harrd  and 
carried  it  the  rciiuired  distance,  mncli  to  (  !le;ison's  cha^rrin.  ,lolin 
Udidl,  Wni.  Lonsdale,  Robert  Hcrron,  Jas.  ]51ainc  and  ( reo.  Wilcox 
were  tradesmen  ol'  lar^^c  exi)erience,  and  N\i'll-reiiicml)eri'd  citizens 
of  the  villa.^o.  Moses  E.  Irwin  Iteeame  a  biisin(.'S.->  man  ai  thi' 
ci'ntre. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  this  article  to  bccom.'  a  mei-i'  catalo^;u(- 
of  nanu's,  l)ut,  as  the  i>rint  ^V(J^ks  was  eloscii  a  iew  >'ears  later,  it 
is  not  out  of  i)lace  to  mention  those  ^vho  weiT  pi-ominout  in  its 
last  days  and  arti  still  residents  of  the  town.  Thvy  are  Jas.  Tayloi-, 
John  Hall,  Jas.  Paton,  Henry  Whitt;ik-er,  A/.el  Thompson  and  Tim- 
othy Meagher,  who  are  too  well  jvUown  to  Jieed  fiirthcr  drscriplion. 

\'iia.A(i]:  sToi:i:s. 
The  trade  of  the  villa^^t;  Nvas  concenlrated  m  a  i'vw  stores,  \sdrich 
carried  mixed  lines  t)f  i^oo.ls.  There  was  no  outside  eomiietition . 
The  cities  wrw  to(^  far  a\N'ay  to  be  easily  reaclird  b}'  the  common 
people,  and  ♦o  send  a  package  l)ymaii  ^vas  to  pay  its  vahie  a  second 
time.  The  merchant  went  to  the  hiv^r.  lousiness  centres  at  infre- 
quent intervals  and  selected  such  articUjs  as  his  judi^meut  and  ex- 
perience approved.  These  purchases  \\'ere  of  \\'i(le  ran|.:e  and  lar^e 
amounts,  tV)r  the  drumnun*  was  as  yet  unknown,  and  orders  fo]- 
merchandise  ccnild  not  bo  tilled  at  a  inoment's  Jiotice.  in  the  early 
forties  Austin  Sumner  and  Wm.  Frank  M(dviiistry  were  in  com- 
pany in  the  dry  ^'oods  and  ^-rocery  l)Usi!U'ss.  Their  store  was  m 
the  wooden  dwelling  house  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  iron  bridgv. 
Cyrus  Animidon  made  b;)ots  and  shoes  in  the  end  nearer  the  river, 
wiiile  the  second  floor  was  ])artly  occupied  as  a  tailor  sho])  ])y 
Albert  E.  Swift,  so  well  knovs'u  by  his  long  connection  ^vith  the 
store  of  John  EdwanLs  at  the  town,  Sumner  dis|io,~,ed  of  his  inter- 
est to  W.  F.  and  J.  O.  Melvijistry,  who  continued  tiie  business 
iimlcr  the  nanu'  of  W.  F.  Mclvinstry  tV:  Co.  Daiiicd  F.  Bacon,  for 
nu;ny  3"ears  town  clerk  of  Southbridj^e  and  liniilly  ]»ostmaster  at 
the  centre,  was  book-keeper.     When  the  Gothic  hall  was  completed 
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the  McKiii.stTy  brotlier.s  rt'inovrd  riu  ir  dry  ^oods  department  to  the 
Main  st/vet  floor  of  that  bnihliii^-,  while  the  .i^i-oceries  were'  ]>;ei>t  iu 
the  basement  on  INIill  street.  Jan.  J.  lsr)(),  John  M.  ('hen(^y  .-i-ni  d 
a  contract  to  work  for  three  years  for  \V.  .AteKinstry  v.*^:  Co.  At 
the  end  of  that  period  h(,',  boni;hr  a  half  interest  in  the  dry  ^"o(mLs 
dei)artment  and  managed  the  .-ami'nn(h'r  ths  name  of  J.  Cheney 
&  ("o.  In  the  si)ring  of  is-lo  he  inirchasefl  tlie.  r(nnai niiig  lialf 
which  lie  sold  to  E.  B.  Blake  sUcirtly  after,  and  all  of  his  holdings  a 
year  kiter. 

The  hrst  telegraph,  offict.'  in  Sourfihridge  was  located  in  this  store 
with  A.  J.  Partridge  oi^erator.  The  instrument  us<'d  \\'as  a 
"Honse"  maeliine  that  pi-intt  d  the  messagi'  on  a  strip  of  pa)  er. 

Several  year.s  after  Blake  came  into  po>se.-,sion  Ite  dis])os;'d  of  the 
stock  and  good-will  to  C.  il.  RoM-kwood,.  from  whom  it  ]jassed  to 
Hanson  &  Hyde,  Hanson  P/aubee.  Bngbee  cK:  Wheeler,  and  fiiuiUy 
to  A.  n.  Wheeler. 

The  groet'ry  of  Jas.  Gleason  was  Imown  f;\v  amliieai'  and  ii.-  sales 
^vere  very  large.  Two  sons  were  associated  with  Mr.  (!rlea-on  at 
different  times,  but  in  recent  year-  -Julius,  !iis  younge>f  smi,  Nvas 
the  proprietor  till  his  death,  when  it  pas^Ml  into  the  hands  of  Ceo. 
H.  Smith. 

The  re-opened  post  o!hce,  the  telegi'aph  ofli<'e  and  a  drug-  store 
were  kept  by  Wm.  J.  Keitli  in  the  place  ii.ow  occn]iied  by  C.  E. 
Hill,  the  jeweler.  In  the  l»asem'Mit  of  the  same  block  E.  P.  Ijcwis 
established  the  hardware  and  i>lund)ing  l)U>ine>s  now  conduct  d  by 
his  son,  W.  C.  Lewis.  The.  gi-ocery  store  of  Wm.  F.  .AL(;Kinstry 
&  Co.  was  idjsorbed  by  Jas.  (i-leason  and  the  room  has  l)een  used 
since  for  a  liall,  a  school,  a  storeroom  and  ot  her  purposes. 

In  tlu^  low  addition  at  the  rear  of  ( bUhic  hall.  Jas.  Congdon  kept 
a  confectionery  store  where  M.  W  .  Ktdley  now  has  a  toy  shop.  The. 
wiiidows  w^ere  decorated  with  glass  jars  hlled  with  sticks  of  cand}- 
striped  like  barber's  poles  and  [nnk  and  white  jieppermints,  most 
attractive  to  childish  eyes,  wdiile  the  remaining  stock  in  trade  con- 
sisted mainly  of  taffy  drops,  jawbreakers,  spruce  gum  coated  with 
sugar,  and  jujube  paste.  But  perhaps  the  most  delightful  youthful 
experience  was  the  pop  of  the  cork  out  of  the  Ik  avy  stone  bottle 
devoted  to  old-fashioned  spruce  beer  and  the  sul)se(iuent  enj(\ymeiit 
of  that  delicious  beverage.  Tlie  j»resent  post  ofii^-e  was  a  sln  eniak- 
er's  shop  till  tlie  ell  was  raised  and  j)repai-ed  lor  its  present  uses, 

Near  tlie  bridge  stood  a  small  wooden  l.milding  (tccupied  liy  Dan 
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NutbiTWood  and  liis  wiio  Jam-.  Dan  ^\■as  a  tailur,  Imt  hi-,  rirl.-  t'> 
I'anu'  is  (lue  to  his  (lonirsti;^  tronbli-s,  whii'li  freiiuontly  niadr  livtdy 
times  iu  tin;  iici^^hlj.t;'!)  ).>d  a:,;<l  f.iw  (u'  W  iLicli  .lane  nsuallv  cnuTj^c-d 
triumphant.  Across  the  l»:-id:_;e  Wni.  E.  Ald;'n  W'ls  enj^au^d 
many  j'ears  in  the  dry  ^^u!)ds  and  .liroecry  liusinr.--;,  in  tlie  ^v^)()den 
buildinj^- owned  by  Albr  rl  ]\L/Kiir<rry  on  t  hti  ci  >rner  of  West  Main 
and  Pleasant  stieeis.  In  later  years  iie  l)uilt  ami  (leenjued  tlie  tine 
brielc  l)!oeJc  on  the  opposite  (  (Ji'in'i",  now  owm-d  l)y  J.  J.  Delehanty. 
The  shoe  shop  of  (h'o.  ^Vald  opjiosite  the  Ahhni  1>k)el:  ^vas,  and  is 
today,  a  iioted  ]iiae:;  of  re>oi-r  lor  tlie  i orei- n-b^rn  poLtieians  of  the 
villaj4t'.  Faniiliai'ly  kuowJi  as  the  "IIoiL^e  of  Lords",  one  of  the 
former  seleetmen  of  ihe  town  thought  x\lc  ;^atlierin<4s  of  siiiiieient 
im}<o]-ia!iee  to  warrant  t he  eonstnier ion  of  a  l)eneli  alon^i;'  the  ^ide- 
\valk  to  ueeonunodate  the  legislators,  in  the.  basement  of  tlu' 
i\I(dvinstry  l)loek  on  Pleasant  street  J.  T.  ^leKinstry  carried  on  tlie 
]>aintin^'  ])nsiness.  AVhere  Thos  Thimblin  has  his  l)ottlinj;'  esrab- 
lishnient,  the  stately  form  of  the  Nvelbkou  Avn  de])Uty  sluaalf,  ^^oio- 
mon  Thayer,  ntii^ht  l»e  seen  attendin.u'  to  the  ^vantsof  his  rnst(nners 
in  the  .^'roeery  line.  J.  O.  MeKm-rj'y  a  ad  .M\dford  I  ddrid^iJe  oeen- 
pied  the  fniildin^'  op])Osite  li.  \V.  I'aton'.-  ^tore  in  ilie  dry  ;.:'ood>  and 
^^roeery  bnsin^'ss.  This  store  is  now  in  the  hand-;  of  Wm.  Po\\'er, 
^rocei'ies,  and  J.  E.  Williams,  meat  market.  (.J\<  v  on  C^^anada  Kill 
Patrick  f^elley  carried  on  a  thri\-in^  i;enei'al  store  till  he  sohl  the 
business  to  J.  t\:  T.  Ryati. 

.].   (».    AM)   V.   .MeKlXS'l  i;V. 

John  O.  ?ilelvinstry  and  his  ]y;ot!iei'.  AVm.  Franl:  are  examples  of 
tiu;  ''iroiiy  of  fat"."  Jt  \\  as  t  he  ambit  ion  of  Joi:n  (J.  to  Ix'come  a 
lavs'yer,  while  Frank  desired  a  eomnierciad  life  ;  but  ii  v\-a.s  John  O. 
who  becanu^  tlK>  l»nsine.ss  man,  w  hile  Fi'ank  sientthe  .greater  jKirt 
of  his  inatuie  yeai's  m  the  otiice  df  the  H.  W.  Oo.,  where  he  wa^  an 
autliorit}'  wdu).^e  statements  were  never  (iue.-.tie'm d,  on  all  poin^. 
rekitih^'  to  tlu'  exp-nses  of  oi)eratinii  the  jjlan.t.  John  O.  wa.^  ii 
justice  of  the  i)eace  for  jiiany  years,  and  his  ad\  ice  on  all  (juesnons 
of  a  le.ual  charactt  r  was  eaLj'erly  sou.^rit  av.d  ire;.'iy  ;.;i\en..  lie  held 
at  one  time  or  another  all  the  im]»ortanl  olhc  -  in  the  >;ift  of  the 
town,  and  was  for  majiy  years  one  of  the  be<r  known  residents  of 
the  villa •;e. 

OAYTON  i^Ani.Aiin. 
Such  :^^as  the  biisine.-s  t'onditr>n  at    the  Gk  b,    when  Ga.ytou 


Ballard  became  aj:;(.'iit  of  tlio  IT.  \V.  Co.  TTc  was  no  ^-rl■a!l;;<•^  to 
mill  or  i)eop]v,  for  lu'  hiul  starred  i\\r  corrMi)  cards  in  th-  ;u'\v  warj) 
mill,  ;iiul  had  ra.lci  u  i'hari;o  (M'  rlic  lar-.'  NvorstiM]  cnrdin.i;-  a.nd  draw- 
ing rtiom  as  soon  as  tlis'  dania^"  occasiniisMl  hy  the  hrr  ')f  is.^iO  had 
been  i'e|)aired.  After  inaiia.^'in^-  this  room  for  five  yeais  \i<-  entcri'd 
into  ])arrnfr>hip  wirii  Ad.  .loliir- ^dn-iiam  in  the  ma  Id  nj.-' of  .suriiu  l 
at  Wesrville,  which  ri-ulr<-d  in  ^r^  itr  urolir  The  rxiierifiicc  .>;;;inc(] 
ill  tiiese  Years  made  him  a  worthy  sii<-c>'ssor  to  Ids  lii'oth;-r.  Wdien 
the  ag'eiicy  \vas  oifeied  to  him  he  ileejin;'.!  thi  silnatiMi,  but  was 
prevailed  njion  to  aet  till  a.  siiualiL'  man  e.onld  be  found,  d'he 
diree tors  were  sati.-lifd  that  rh'.'  sviitabl.;-  man  was  fonnd  tdnady 
and  made  no  seared  for  anotlier,  AVi:  h  the  re-ad  t last  "Mr.  iialhird 
instead  of  beinj^-  tem[)orary  a;4ent.  r.-nrdn 'd  at  t.ho  in  ad  of  allddrs 
for  thirteen  years  During'  his  adnuni-ti-at  ion  very  Idth'  eham^e 
was  made  in  that  part  (d'  tin-  plaur  nnd.  r  ]\i<  e.iiurol.  At  the  jirinf 
works,  however,  e.xtriisi ve  alicj'itions  ami  a-iditions  Wi'Vi-.  I.u'uan  in 
1872,  and  'nesidc  these  the  'oi.i;-  d  ;m  was  radstd  and  Wot  strrrt  re- 
located to  iiix'e  more  ya.rd  ro( .ui.  At  tiie  eom{)lciio!i  of  the  plans 
the  Hamilton  Woolen  C;.i.  had  a  dehoMc  roul  calieo  i.rint  W(aks, 
eacli  independent  of  die  other,  and  "n  !ii  ('.[uippi  d  wdh  theJatrst 
conveniences.  To  aecomm  >dat;'  the  imavasi' of  oin  ratives  a  num- 
ber of  lar^'^e  wooden  blocks  vv'as  oreeted  m  v.-rious  parts  of  the 
village,  and  Dr.  L.  W.  Curtis  tilled  severed  of  thi'  empty  spaees  on 
Pleasant  street  wdth  comforiable  homes. 

1)1^.  ei'inis. 

Probabh^  no  other  person  lias  oecu})iod  so  lar^(?  a  space  in  the  life 
of  Globe  Village  as  Dr.  L.  W.  Cdirris.  Condnu  to  the  community 
a  young  man,  he  acquired  an  extensive  medical  [jractiee  wddeh  he 
held  till  he  was  attending  the  fourth  genei'ation.  In  spite  (d"  the 
eKacting  demands  of  his  profession_  an  iron  con>titutiv)n  j eine..  to 
extraordinary  acti\  ity  enalded  hiin  to  en;;age  in  a  Vcudc^ty  of  piir- 
Buits  without  ini|:)airment  of  liodily  or  mental  vigor,  ami  hic  ieaidiod 
advanced  age  in  better  pliysieal  condition  tlian  most  men  t  wenty 
years  younger.  One  of  the  found,  rs  of  the  E.  F.  ch.iirch.  he  was 
among  the  >tr ongest  supp  )rtt'rs  and  worl-ir'rs.  His  death  tu  o  years 
ago  deprived  (rlobe  Village  of  one  of  its  foremost  citizmis. 

ttlArvIES  IlVDl-. 

About  the  time  Gayton  Ballard  assuneed  tlie  duties  of  agent, 
Globe  Village  receivedan  addition  to  its  haziness  nu'ii  in  the  pei-sou 
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of  Chas.  Hyde,  who  eii.L'usefl  in  the  iniiimfacniru  of  laiiibiT.  He 
soon  made  his  iniiueucc  felt  in  tin-  vilki.iiv  of  hi<  ful  )|»rioii,  and  ha.s 
been  ever  siiiee  one  of  its  h'adin.i;'  and  conscrx  arive  cirizcns.  Al- 
thon^^h  past  three  score  years  and  ten  Iw  is  still  in  active  business 
life.  -  "  . 

1:1:1, Ei;,   CI.  A  KMX   AND  ()1A"I:V. 

The  ending  of  the  war  of  the  K -I'^dlion.  and  the  disbanding  of 
the  large  army  necessary  to  bring  thav  v.'ar  to  a  rlose.  I'eh-ased 
immy  thousands  ol  y(.)ung  men  wii.>.  diopping  at  oiu/o  th<_'  license 
and  irregularities  of  camp  life,  became  iudu-rrious  citi/.i'iis.  Among 
the  relumed  N-olunteu;s  wlux'hose  rin'  (ilol),-  foi'  a  hoiui-were  A,  H. 
Wheeler,  Calvin  CMailin  and  J.  :M.  ( )lii,  y.  Fieiiueiitly  eleeted  to 
the  highest  oihces  of  the  town,  l  iiey  liad  grea  t  inlluriu-e  in  it>  al'lairs. 
<'al\'in  L'lailin  and  ,] .  ^J.  Olney  lia\'e  b<  eii  "luustered  out",  but  A. 
H.  \Vhi_'eler  is  still  a  successful  man  n\'  busines-. 

.lAcoi;  noorii. 

One  of  the  most  eminent  and  N'ei  -at lie  bu>ines>  men  of  South- 
Ijridge  came  to  (!iv)b','  Village  ;luring  thi-,  p -nod.  ,]acul>  liooth  was 
an  exnei-t  in  the  higher  br;inchcs  of  hou-v-]iaiiiting  and  dec( /I'atiiig. 
He  entered  t he  emjiloymeiit  of  Jas.  T.  ^Iidvinstry  in  tiie  old  paint 
shop  on  Plv'asant  St  reet ,  but  a  \\'ork'mairs  positi' was  loo  small  for 
his  larger  idi  as.  In  a  short  time  le^  started  a  painting  business  oti" 
Union  street,  kept  a  livery  -table  at  tiie '•Cilolie  Village  House."  and 
later,  in  partnei-ship  with  his  brother  William,  opened  the  large 
farniture  warerooius  now  owneil  l)y  J.  J.  Delehanty.  He  was  suc- 
cessful in  all  these  enter]jri>es,  and  a'-eumulated  a  substantial  capi- 
tal. At  an  ag(^  when  most  men  are  content  to  follow  the  liiu-^  laid 
d(jwn  in  more  yoiil  hful  years,  he  engaged  in  an  undertaking  entirely 
dilVerent  from  anything  in  his  previous  experience.  The  large  cal- 
ico print  works  at  Sandersdale  had  l)eeii  in  dilMcuities  from  the 
beginning.  ]\lr.  PjoMth,  \s'ith  Thoma>.  Jame-^  and  Jo-;e])h  Samhu's 
as  partners,  gainod  eontrol  of  the  ])ropi'rty  and  changed  the  balance 
shejt  from  great  loss  to  greater  gain.  Jafol)  Ijootii  was  never 
Iirominetit  in  pul)lie  afiaii's.  but  Jos  nioiU'V  and  infltumee  were 
always  on  the  side  of  ju-ogres^  His  untimely  death  is.  no  doubt, 
dra^  to  his  ceaseless  actiN'ity  for  so  many  years. 

I..  VI.  !  rienriEtJ). 

Lil)ya  M.  Litchtii  Id  was  a  niembe-r  of  rhe  noted  Litchfield  family, 
anakersof  shuttles;  t  Westville.    He  ipurchased  the  estate  of  Harvey 
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Hartshorn  and  livod  for  many  years  in  the  substantial  brick  house 
overlooking'  Globe  Villa<;e, 

PROMINENT  MRN  OF    W EST VILT.E . 

Liberty  I.itclifirld,  Pliny  T.,  liis  son,  and  Jolin  M.  Cheney  were 
three  ol"  t\iv  twenty-niiU'  p^Tsoiis  (toniposrd  ilie  Iv  F.  churcli  at 
its  oi-fj^ani'/ation.  Throuj^li  their  conuei'tidu  wii  h  that  luidy  they 
were  closely  idciitifuMl  witli  th*'  ]'cli,<j;i( ms  and  social  life  of  the 
village,  although  tlveir  homes  ami  business  wow  outside  tlie  Cllobt' 
district.  Li])i'rty  Litchtield  be^Mii  ilie  manutactiii'e  of  shuttles  near 
the  west  end  of  the  ir>  n  bridg(>  He  removed  to  West  \  ille  and 
made  that  ]ilace  his  residence  till  l.-/te  in  lift^  In-  bou,i;ht  tlte  C'ha|!in 
houst;  on  Mare\' St  reef,  Nvhere  lie  i)assed  t  Jie  i-eiuai  iider  of  his  day>. 
Pliny  T.  l^itelilield  continued  to  live  ii)  Wesrville,  but  thedistauce 
from  tilt;.  (Tlol)e  and  center  did  Jiot  pievent  liim  trum  taking'  an 
active  part  in  the  ]>olitical.  moral  and  i  u  tellectual  movements  of  the 
citizens.  John  M.  Clieney  be;^an  to  work  for  tlie  JJtchdeld  Shuttle 
Co  in  IHIiO.  lie  has  been  connected  with  it  ever  since,  and  is  to- 
dny  thv  snccessfnl  mana^^er  of  that  corporation.  Under  his  far- 
si^iited  dii'ection  it  is  one  of  the  li.'St  e([uipped  ma  nutaetiirin^- 
plants  in  its  lice  of  hnsiiiess. 

.S.   T.  Ol^TTlNO. 

Another  W(dl  Icnown  resident  of  Vv'estvil].',  properly  claimed  by 
the  Clo])e.  was  S.  'J'.  Cutting-,  fre([ueiirly  called  Hie  "Mayor  of 
WestYille."  Fonin'rly  employed  by  the  H.  \V.  Co.,  he  ]-emoved  :o 
Westville  \vliere  )u!  ke])t  a,  i;mieral  store.  His  cheerful  manner  and 
witty  conver.sation  made  him  welcoine  to  everyone. 

ii.\iLi;().\i)  TO  soc  rtiiuanoi:. 

In  ISCi;  tfie  lon;;--(1esired  raih'oad  between  lji>stonand  Sriutlibi'id.uv 
was  com])leted,  and  the  station  ei'iM'fed  on  the  south  banlc  of  tlie 
river  a  short  distance  east  of  tlu'  NcAvINlill.  This  location  was  most 
inconvenient  lo  tht'  residents  of  tlie  nortli  part  of  th(>  village. 

JUVEK  STREET. 

Since  the  succu'ssful  (^])eration  of  the  Xcw  IMill  a  neii;h.])0]-liood 
Jiad  s[)run^''  u]»  in  the  Nalley  of  the  ]McKi;isrry  bi-ook'  called  l)j-e.-^ser 
Village  from  the  name  of  its  owner  and  originator,  Cfeor^e  A.  Dres- 
ser. The  !-esi(lents  of  thisdistrict  and  Canada  Hill  Nvere  but  a  short 
dista.nce  from  the  railway  station,  but  a  wide  river  obli;4(  (l  them  to 
travel  a  lon<;- distance  arouml  to  reach  it.    The  population  warranted 
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a  direct  liif^'liway  across  the  stream.  In  isr'l  Olias.  W.  AVcld,  T>evi 
Bartlett,  Patrick  KoUey,  August  Hefner  and  other  pro])->rty  holde  r.- 
in  that  part  of  the  village  ])etiti<)!i(Hl  ( he  soli'(^tnu'!i  to  layout  a  liij^h- 
way  between  Pleasant  and  Crane  streets.  Aft  r  a  lieree  eunfiiet  iii 
town  meeting  Sept.  4,  hS?],  i*  was  voted  to  build  liiver  strc^'t.  and 
C.  W.  Widd  ^vas  awarded  tli('  contract  for  constructing  I'oad  ami 
bridge.    The  street  was  open  for  travel  in  the  following  si»ring. 

EXPLOSION  OV  OASOMK'I'KK. 

The  evening  of  Aug.  -22,  lS(iS,  witnessfMl  a  tragedy  that  shook 
Globe  Village  to  its  centre.  IMartin  White,  master  me'-liaiiie,  and 
six  others  were  working  on  the  large  gasometer  at  Ih.e  rear  of  th.e 
New  Mill.  The  reservoir  w;is  sui)posed  to  be  em})ty,  and  in  order 
to  obtain  a  betttn-  idea  of  what  was  necessary  lO  be  done,  Wliite 
lowered  a  lighted  lantern  into  the  intv^i'ior.  A  terrible  exijlosion 
followed,  killing  Martin  White,  Jas.  Bi-ogaii,  J\)lin  Devine,  Jolm 

Brown  and  Rochette     Lucian  (Uemence  and  Hamilton 

Holmes  were  .severely  injured,  and  the  ljuilding  and  meter  com- 
pletely destroyed. 

(1.  i?all.\i;d  in:sr(iNs. 
In  1S77  Mr.  Ballard  resigned  the  agency  of  the  H.  W.  Co  on  ac-. 
c<nint  of  ill  hetilth.  The  directors  were  unwilling  to  aci-ei>r  the 
resignation  and  he  continued  in  ohice  till  his  c-.onditii>n  nuide  it  im- 
I)erative  for  him  to  retire,  wiiich  occurred  in  the  following  yeai'. 
In  recognition  of  the  faithfulness  of  liis  services  he  Avas  presented  a 
gum  of  nujney  e(pial  to  half  a  j'ear's  salary.  His  intimate  friends 
believed  he  had  not  long  to  live.  Fortunately  their  fears  were  not 
realized,  for  it  is  only  recejitly  liis  long  life  was  ended. 

oiiakaot1':r. 

Gayton  Ballard  was  a  man  whose  size  was  not  realized  while  he 
was  living  in  Soutlibridge.  Deeply  read  in  the  social  and  economic 
problcans  of  the  day,  a  keen  observer  and  close  reasoner  he  was  dis- 
trustful of  his  powers  and  content  to  let  his  inferiors  take  the  lead- 
ership in  public  affairs.  He  was  es})ecially  interested  in  young  peo- 
ple, and  many  a  man  and  woman  of  today  owe  their  success  in  life 
to  his  kindly  and  ^vise  assistance.  This  help  was  given  in  such  a 
quiet,  practieai  way  that  frequently  the  one  who  was  benefitted 
w^as  not  aware  of  the  fact  at  the  tinu'.  The  ])readth  of  vision  ac- 
quired by  more  nuiture  years,  however,  disclosed  the  true  relations 
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of  past  events,  and  he  saw  elrarly  tliat  the  systematic  aid  of  Mr. 
IJallard  liad  been  a  larye  lactor  iu  his  ()\v]i  advauueiuent. 

J.  TATTKKSOX. 

John  Tatterson  Nvas  -eU'cted  to  till  the  position  left  vacant  by  llie 
retirement  of  Gaytou  iiallavd.  (Jomini;'  to  the  villa;^e  entir(.'ly  i:n 
known,  h(3  soon  made  many  friends  hy  his  franlc  and  pleasant  num- 
ners.  For  various  reasons  the  liouses  i  cs'^rved  i'or  the  use  of  fnrnier 
a^^-ents  ^vere  now  occuiiied  l)y  (-ther  tenants,  and  there  Ijeiii^-  no 
suitable  dsvellin,'^-  c(;nvenient  to  llu;  millh,  tlie  liiir  residence  on 
Hamilton  street  was  built  for  '},lv.  Tatterson  and  hib  successors. 

IMtlNT    WOKK'S  cnoSHS. 

In  ].S8'i  Globe  Villaj^^e  exi)erienc( d  the  j^reate-t  misfortune  in  its 
history  by  the  elosin^^  for  i^-ood  oi'  the  -reat  print  worlcs.  Delaines, 
which  for  torty  years  had  been  a  stajile  in  the  market,  failed  to 
attract  purchasers.  The  calico  department  was  also  su tft-rin';-  from 
depression.  After  niuc;h  loss  had  l)een  sustained  th(i  directors  d<'- 
cided  to  discoJitinue  the  printing-  business  ami  use  the  buildings  for 
other  })urposes.  This  deiasion  \vas  carried  into  etfect  Oct.  IS,  Iss'i, 
throwin^j;-  out  of  employment  a  lar,:j,e  number  of  workmen,  and  end- 
ing- the  loiiu;  term  of  service  of  Andrt^w  Hall. 

ANDREW  HAt.L. 

Comin/^^  to  Globti  Villa;?;e  drrt'ct  from  Scotia  ml,  Andr'AV  Hall  took 
ciiar^-e  of  tl\e  print  \vorks,  under  the  oversi,i;ht  of  Joshua  Hallard, 
June  1,  iS(iO.  In  bs(i5  this  bi-anch  of  the  business  of  tlut  H.  W.  Vo. 
was  constituted  an  inde[)endent  d(^p.,rtment  witli^ilr.  Hall  as  yea - 
eral  nuuiager.  The  many  years  he  iieJd  this  position  is  suhlcient 
evidence  of  his  exec-utive  ability,  (^uick  in  speech  and  impetuous 
in  action,  dissimulation  \\'as  f(»rei[;n  to  his  nature,  and  his  discipline 
was  maintained  in  no  uncertain  niann(a-,  but  however  shai\  his 
correction  nii^dit  be  at  the  instant,  no  ill  humor  renuiined  after  the 
incident  was  closed.  He  di'tested  a  sliirk  or  a  sneak,  and  no  tale- 
bearer ever  found  favor  in  liis  siyht.  He  was  always  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  villajj^t;,  and  contributed  ^\•itil  open-hamled  ^^en- 
erosity  to  every  movement  that  gave  promise  of  benelit.  Fond  of 
society,  his  latch-stritiu-  always  hun;^^  ouisid-  the  door  and  the  hos- 
pitality of  his  honu'  was  siuuethinf^-  to  be  remembered.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Globe  Villa}j:e  till  his  death  in  iSiK). 
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DEATH  OF  .7.   T  ATTERS(  )N' . 

As  the  health  of  Mr,  Tattcrson  bi'-^aii  to  ^rive  way  from  advaiic- 
iu<^-  years  and  tlie  exactiiij^''  labors  of  liis  i)ositioii,  C-.  W.  Hill  was 
appointed  his  assistant,  and  had  held  that  situation  sc^nethinj^-  short 
of  a  year  when  Mr.  Tatterson  di-'d  suddcnlv  May  ;n ,  1S!)1.  "Mr. 
Hill  was  placed  at  ointe  in  full  eoiitrol,  and  .^-till  holds  rhe  ])osition 
(1905).  Mr.  Tatterson  was  a  man  nf  i-aic  mmtal  ijuiclciicss.  Ni» 
change  of  machinei'y,  or  mrtliod  of  work,  or  even  a  did'ereut  oi»;  ra- 
tive  from  usual,  eseai)ed  Ids  ol)ser\'iii.;;-  eyr.  To  set-  him  sohc  a 
pro])lem  requiring  Mie  use  of  tit^urcs  \\'as  an  oljjt'ct  li\sson  in  mmtal 
arithmetic.  Duriii>4'  his  administration  the  jjroductive  capacity  of 
the  niacl)inery,  as  it  was  tlien  arra!i!^''cd,  ^s'as  forced  to  the  !ii;;hest 
point.  But  a  radical  chau.'-;('  had  ialccn  i»]acc  in  tie.'  mcrluxls  of 
manufactui'in^;'  in  New  l-]!i^lanil.  I'nildiiii^s  wei'e  consiructed  on  a 
diiferent  i)lan,  macidncry  was  run  at  Idt^hcr  si)ccd,  stock'  ^\'as 
handled  more  (u-onon-iicaHy,  the  force  of  ck'ctiicily  was  connn^ 
into  general  use,  and  pcrha])S  of  .greater  imi>ortance  than  these 
AVas  tlio  fact  that  (-(juipctition  was  much  sharp"r.  At  the  time  (,r 
the  deatli  of  Mi-.  Tattci'son  phms  W(-rc  matiirin;_r  to  make  extensive 
changes,  but  it  was  left  to  his  sticcessor  to  pertonu  this  woi-lv.  Tlie 
average  num  woiild  have  been  dishi'ai'teiied  at  tht;  pi-ospi'ct  before 
him.  but  "Sir.  Hill  had  becus  ■ho  dcil  in  tlie  methods  of  the  Ballards, 
and  began  iti  a  systematic  way  to  bring  the  plant  into  line  with 
modern  comlitions. 

ellANHlKS   IN   .M  AC'llINI-llV. 

The  tirst  move  to  occupy  tlie  disused  print  works  had  l)i:'en  nuide 
in  1SS7,  when  rooms  for  spinning  and  weaving  had  bei'U  i)ut  in 
operation.  The  dye  houst'  which  had  talceii  th.e  plact^  of  the  print- 
ing operations,  ^vas  alsi*  usin;;-  some;  of  the.  em])ty  space,  but  a  large 
part  was  still  vacant.  On  acc(-)unt  of  tlie  t-hanges  that  had  taken 
place  at  various  times,  the  same  kind  of  woi'l;:  was  btdng  done  in 
two  or  three  ditferent  buildings,  at  in(;reased  cost  of  }>roduction, 
and  much  inconvenience.  Konomy  demanded  consolidation.  Ac- 
cordingly in  ]S!)1~'3  all  the  cotton  nuichinery  was  placed  in  the 
New  Mill,  and  the  worsted  departments  mitside  of  the  "Big  Mill" 
were  brought  together  in  the  })rint  v/ork's.  This  gi-eat  change  was 
made  without  any  nuiterial  loss  of  production.  At  ]io  period  ol  the 
0()mpany's  i'\istem'i>  have  there  been  presented  more  intricate  and 
perplexing  problems,  and  never  has  tlu'ir  solution  been  more  suc- 
cessfully accomplished. 


CLOSING  OF  CASSIMKKE  DKPAUT.MEXT. 

The  business  depression  of  189.']  conipelled  the  company  to  close 
the  cassiniere  department  which  had  been  riinniu;^'  on  mt,'if  s  wedv 
since  the  mill  was  started  in  i!S14.  Ooniin^^'  so  soon  after  the  stop 
page  of  the  print  works,  it  was  a  calamity  to  the  peoijlc  of  Gltjbc 
Village.  The  misfortune  has  been  j)aitly  overcome  by  the  cnerg.i" 
of  Mr.  Hill  in  filling  the  vacant  rooms  with  tlic  latc>t  worsted  ma- 
chiner}',  and  in  the  constant  improvement  of  the  i)rocesse.s  in  all 
the  deiiartments.  Today  the  \vorks  will  compare  f;ivorably  with 
any  mill  of  its  class  in  Ne  England.  Thc3  mills  give  employment 
to  1)()0  operatives  and  })roduce  many  varieties  of  hidies'  dress  i^-oods. 

Ki:i,ATTONS  nirrWlOEX  I'OMPVNY   AX'D  I1KI>1*. 

The  I'elations  betwe(3n  tlu'  rouip-my  and  their  (Miiployes  liav.'  biM  ii 
always  most  friendly.  No  serious  labor  troul)les  have  evt  r  arisen, 
and  the  grievances  of  the  help,  if  any,  liave  l»een  setrle'l  witlunu 
friction.  Long  terms  of  service  have  l)een  the  rule,  uundiers  of  in- 
stances of  50  or  nu)re  years  of  continuous  labor  being  on  reei^rd. 
One  reinai'kable  case  is  that  of  Harve}'  Olemence,  v.dio  \vas  dyer  for 
the  cassimere  departneiut  <n'er  1";  years,  and  ^vho  nevei-  N\-as  ab- 
sent a  whole  day  in  all  that  tinu'.  l)ea.  Henry  Fislce  worked  in  onv 
department  over  u()  years.  Phili])  l^M)nd  is  now  in  the  elrli  year  of 
unbroken  service,  and  even  this  extraordinary  term  is  i)robably  ex- 
ceeded by  that  of  Leonard  Cheney. 

LEOXAUU  CIIEXEV. 

As  in  a  landscape  the  eye  of  the  observer  is  attracted  m:iinly  by 
the  highest  hills  and  most  prominent  features,  while  tln'  less  con- 
spicuous objects,  although  essential  to  the  beauty  of  rhe  seen(\  are 
■  bcarcely  noticed  or  entirely  overlooked,  so  in  tlie  history  ef  a  com- 
munity the  narration  of  the  historian  is  conccuaied  cliieily  with 
those  who  have  been  raised  to  eminence  ])y  ability,  imsition  or  cir- 
cunrstances,  while  numy  whose  lives  hnve  been  equally  useful,  if 
not  so  eventful,  receive  little  or  no  remark.  jNIoreover  tht- limited 
space  of  a.  short  article  re'iuires  the  exclusion  of  much  material  of 
interest  and  value.  But  even  a  ski!tch  of  Olobe  Village  should  give 
more  than  passing  notice  of  the  veteran  luu-ticulturist,  Leomird 
Cheney.  At  a  time  when  tlie  surronmlings  of  most  nmnufactories 
were  ragged  grass  plats,  old  nuichinery  and  scrap  iron,  Mr.  Cheney 
nuule  the  front  yard  of  the  Idg  ndll  one  of  the  show  ])laces  of  the 
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town.  The  si)ace  iiiclndcd  by  tlu'  cast  wiii;^'  and  a  bank  wall  was 
tastefully  laid  out  into  tiower  beds,  with  a  sukiH  iirbor  and  fountain 
ill  the  centre.  Here  Mr.  Cheney  nii^lit  be  seen  at  any  h(aa-  of  the 
day  whun  not  otherwise  enga^^ed  Ilis  tall,  lean  forni,  clothed  in  a 
ti^ht-titting,  long-skirted  coat,  and  surnioii  nted  by  a  high  silk  hat, 
made  a  striking  figure  as  he  passed  m  and  out  among  his  flowers, 
training  here  and  cultivating  there,  lill  he  made  the  place  a  verita- 
ble gardim  of  Eden.  As  funeral  conductor  of  the  to\vn  for  nianv 
years  he  had  access  to  high  and  lo^v,  rich  and  poor,  Jew  and  (hm- 
tile.  His  i)eculiar  op'portunities  fo]'  oliservation,  and  a  r.'r(  ntive 
]uemory  mad(;  him  an  encyclo])aedia  of  h »cal  event s.  A  Park'man 
or  a  Fiske  would  have  realized  tlie  value  of  Ids  knowledge  and 
made  usi^  of  it;  but  his  recolUuM  ions  were  imjiarted  to  cart  less 
listeners  who  did  not  ]»erceive  their  interest  till  too  late  to  pjeserve 
more  tium  a  small  portion  of  them. 

CONCLUSION. 

Loss  of  individuality  is  i>art  of  the  price  paid  for  modern  con- 
veni(uices.  Ste;im  and  elt;c-triu  roads,  tlio  telegraph  and  ttd(,'i)hone 
bring  th'.;  remotest  districts  into  closi*  touch  with  the  great  centres 
of  trade  and  nuuiufacturing,  and  with  each  other.  All  are  modi- 
tied  by  this  coutra(!t  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  ])ut  tlie  product  is 
uniformity.  The  railroad  is  one  of  tlu;  grt  atesl  levelers  ol  any  of 
our  modern  forc/s.  So  long  as  it  is  dilMeult  for  the  luoplc  of 
secluded  communities  to  I'each  the  outside  \vorld,  the  changes  of 
fashion  ami  methods  of  living  of  that  world  are  little  netted  and  the 
rising  generation  follow  the  footsie]>s  of  their  elders  with  no  great 
variation,  l)ut  give  them  the  opportunity  to  enlarge  their  lield  of 
observation  and  changes  of  local  customsbeconie  rapid.  LikeplacC'S 
of  similar  situation  Globe  Village  paid  its  ]irice  lor  railroad  facili- 
ties b)^  losing  in  a  great  measure  those  localisms  which  gave  char- 
acter to  the  village  life.  The  antagonism  between  Globe  and  town 
gradull}' disap])eai'e(l  as  their  outskii-ts  met  and  grevv-  together,  and 
when  the  centre  of  population  slowly  passed  from  the  west  side  of 
the  liill  to  Marcy  street  and  thence  eastwai-d,  the  i)eoi)le  o.  the  village 
cheerfully  r.djusted  themselves  t()  the  changing  conditions,  and  the 
two  places  having  become  one  in  outw^ard  a[)pearance,  became  one 
also  in  feeling  and  sentiment. 
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APPENDIX 


111  addition  t;i  tlic  pric'  li.-t  alixady  ,L;i\'eu  I'liiiu  the  day-lioolc 
dated  1S21,  tlu-  1'< »llu\\'iii^  jircsctits  a  i'airly  c'()iii])li'r<'  table  oi'  liu- 
necessaries  of  life,  and  tlu;  iiH/.onio  to  purchase  them. 


Board  of  \)ivn  i»er  ^ve['k  .....        ■;']  75 

Board  of  ^voUlen  ]>vr  weeJv  .  .  .  .  ,1  '2') 

Breakfast  a]id  lod^in^^',  Boarding'  house       .  .  .  '-JO 

Hired  ]K)fse  and  \\';i;^(»n  to  Worcester      .  .  .  .     ]  44 

Moving-  a  faniil}'  I'roni  W'oodstotd^      .      ■     .  .  .  "jO 

Oil  of  Sassal'ras  and  vial    .  .  .  .  .  .  "J-l 

Lees  Pills  ])er  ])Ox  .  .  .  ...  .  IJs 

Itch  (Jintniejit  ....... 

Turkey  and  chicken  per  ixmnd         ....  07 

Geese  ........  Oi',, 

Codfish  .  .  .  .  .  .  (>:> 

Corn  per  bnslud      .......  -jN 

Bye  {K-v  l)u^h('l  ......  H'> 

Oats  per  biisJiel  ....... 

Beans  per  brisliel  .  .  .  .  .  .1  Cd 

Ilay  per  ton  .  .  .  .  .  .  11  Oi» 

Potatoes  ])i-r  Inislud       ......  20 

Dried  apple  per  ]]>    .  .  .  .  .  .  0^ 

Plouy:li    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         \>  oo 

Shovel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      1  00 

Hoe       ........  7-") 

Scythe  snath  .......  s4 

Cow       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .17  00 

One  nutmeg-  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .OS 

Coffee  per  })ound  ...... 

Tobat^co  iK-r  ])ound  ......  '2') 

Cliocolate  per  pound    ......  oO 

Broom        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .17 

Vine^'ar  jiei'  gallon      .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Sole  it-alher  per  p{>und      ......  2'4 
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One  ounce  pins     .  .  .  .  .  .  .    ^  US 

Tacks  per  thousMid    ......  28 

Nails  per  poll n.i  ■  .......  00 

Lime  per  cask            .          .          .          .          .          .  8  5(> 

Pair  boots    .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  4  50 

Leghorn  Bonnet          .          .          .          .          .          .  8  23 

Black  kid  gloves    .          .          .          .          .          .          .  n8 

False  carls       .          .          .          .          .          .          .  181 

Cashmere  shawl    .......  2  1)2 

Parasol                     .....          .  2  84 

Bombazine  per  yard       .          .          .          .          .          .  71 

Derry  per  yard         .          .          .          .          .          .  81'.^ 

Pongee  per  yard            ......  8s 

White  satin  per  yard  .  .  .  .  .117 

Gimp  per  yard    .          .          .          .          .          .          .  40 

Cambric  per  yard     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

Muslin  per  yard            .          .          .          .          .          .  <i8 

Camlet  per  yard       .          .          .          .          .          .  SO 

Bleached  shirting  per  yard       .          .          .          .          .  14 

Sheeting  pL'r  yard     .  .  .  .  .  . 

Linen  per  ya.id     .          .          .          .          .          .          .  87'._, 

Bombazotte  per  yard           .....  80 

Levantine  per  yard        ......  '.'0 

Lustring  per  yard     .          .          .          .          .          .  7-") 

Dowlas  per  yard             ......  82 

ToNV  cloth  per  yard    ......  20 

Jean  per  yard       .  .  .  .  .  .  .2.1 

Grammar        .......  17 

Barton's  Orations           ......  0() 

Understanding  reader          .          .          .          .          .  88 

Webster's  Spelling  Book          .          .          .          .          .  14 

Brass  andirons          ......  8  50 

Shovel  and  tongs           .          .          .          .          •          .  2  50 

Skates  .  .  .         .....  o8 

Jewsharp           .......  04 

Clarinet  (Bought  in  Boston)         .          .          .          .  10  00 

Fiddle  string       .  .  .  .  .  •  . 

Spectacles       .......  ^^'^ 

Carders  and  spinners  received  from  8  to  5c  per  pound  of  product. 
Weavers  9c  per  yard  for  Cassinieres,  15c  for  Broadcloth. 
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B«.'t>y  Se;>rU'  workiul  one  diiy  in  thv  boaidiii^  house  and  was  paid  I'^c 
Joed  Goldtlnvaito  I'or  12  hours  oversvork  -i^l.dO. 
Eli  Doau  oj/  liouvs  extra  woil:  '.V.U\ 
Eli/a  Warren  2  Jiours  overwork'  Sc. 

Julia  Burly  worked  one  year  for  Jas.  Wolcott  as  house  servant  and 

received  for  the  year's  pay  ^to.iJ.'^. 
Wni.  Dwi^dit  was  paid  for  slioein^  a  horse  COc. 
Perry  Amniidown  for  splitting'       cords  \vood  .$1.;51. 
Win.  Morse  went  to  Woree-^te]-  on  iMisiiiess  for  tlie  company  and 

was  allowed  -JlJc  for  his  litiii'.  ai.d  SI.  11  for  horse  and  ^\•;^;;■,^oJl. 
For  hcolin^^-  and  iappinj^  a  paii'  of  bnoi.,  Francis  'Deiray  received  T-x-. 
For  butclierin^'-  a  lio^;-  Luban  IL^ridceu  Nvas  paid  '-ioc. 

OPERATIVES  AT  TON])   1  ACTOKY   182.'j — oO. 

D.  Clarke,  Superintendent.  Probably  DeKter  Clarke.  John 
Clarke,  Jos.  Hoi^an,  Leonard  t'heni'y,  miscellaneous  ^vol•k.  Cliris- 
toplier  Hor;4shcinier,  carder.  Jas.  Taunton,  Jos.  Townsenri,  Jniuits 
Eastwood  and  Hu^^li  Kitchen,  spinners.  Edw.  (ninnan,  Jos. 
Broadbent,  Jas.  Mur[)hv,  iienj.  Ai-inita,L;e,  Jas.  r)elehanty,  Bcnj. 
Kobinson,  Sainl.  Brethwade,  Jolui  WhiUJiead,  John  ]\Io(iney,  Win. 
and  Tlios.  Curry,  Phineas  Sutclilfe,  Thos.  Whit(!,  Jas,  Abdioy,  John 
Tato,  Simon  Clay,  Patrick  McStay,  David  Currie  and  Andrew 
Kitchen,  weavers.  Abel  Joslin,  harness  maker.  Betsy  Hicks, 
warper. 

Pond  Factory  is  also  called  the  "En-lish  Neighborhood,"  and  a 
glance  at  the  fore^^oing  names  shows  the.  innison  is  not  far  to  seek. 
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AND  CENTRAL  MILLS. 


Read  by  Mrs.  G\  D.  Pakje 


At  Merting  of  SocinTY,  Feh.  38,  ]!H)9. 


PART  ONE. 


THE  DRESSER  M ANUFAOTXJRINQ  OOMPANr. 


We  must  go  back  one  hundred  aud  seventy-seven  years,  and  try 
to  imagine  the  conditions  that  existed  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Sonthbridge>  when  tlie  lirst  use  was  made  of  the  water  power  at 
this  point.  This  river,  which  has  become  such  a  power  for  indus- 
try and  wealth,  was  ahnost  hidden  from  view  by  tlie  tall  trees 
upon  its  banks. 

In  1730,  when  Moses  Marcy  had  to  go  from  his  liome  in  Wood- 
stock to  the  settlement  in  what  is  now  Sturbridr^e,  to  draw  for  the 
lands  in  this  part  of  the  grant,  he  had  to  follow  the  road  which  luid 
been  mad«  between  Woodstock  and  Brookheld,  which  followed  the 
old  Indian  trail  used  in  King  Philip's  war.  This  road  was  built 
from  Woodstock  hill  to  Lebanon  hill,  then  by  the  farm  of  Henry  H. 
Wells  to  the  Lewis  Morse  place,  down  the  hill  to  the  riwr  where  a 
bridge  of  logs  had  been  made  just  below  the  Litchfield  Shuttle  fac- 
tory in  the  bend  of  there  river.  From  that  the  road  followed  on  by 
the  Leonard  i^lace  now  owned  by  Mr.  Wallace  to  Fisk  hill,  then 
down  through  the  settlement  at  Sturbridge  to  Brookfield, 

We  hope  that  ho  had  a  good  horse,  but  in  all  the  histories  read, 
no  mention  ia  made  as  to  how  these  early  settlers  accomplished  the 


140 


Diilefi  of  travfel  bptwecii  tlic  HcttlemfiitH.  As  Moses  Marcy  was 
living  ill  ^^'oodstock,  Ik*  was  not  one  of  tliti  (n  i^inal  petitioners  for 
the  grant  of  land  in  Sturbridge,  but  became  a  proprietor  or  owner 
in  1738.  They  were  called  pro])rietors  ]»ecan8e  the  colonies  were 
called  proprietary  colonies,  in  distinction  from  charter  colonies  and 
royjil  colonies  or  provinces.  Ho  acqnii'cd  by  grant,  and  afterwards 
by  purchase,  about  923  acres  of  land  whi(;h  exttuided  from  west  ot 
the  New  Mill  of  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  to  the  land  now  occu])ied 
by  tlui  Lonsdale  factory,  and  from  beyond  the  hill  known  today  as 
Paige's  hill  south  to  the  Town  hall.  On  the  west  the  line  ran  just 
beyond  the  house  now  owned  by  Uharles  Harrington. 

Moses  Marcy  Imilta  saw-mill  on  the  Jiorth  side  of  the  Quinebaug 
river,  just  above  the  present  Central  stn  et  bridge  in  1732,  and  two 
years  later  he  built  a  grist-mill,  also  a  house  I'oi-  himself  and  his 
family  of  five  children,  between  the  saw  mill  and  the  intervale.  In 
1738  he  built  the  house  on  the  hill  kno^\'n  as  the  ^Marc}^  house.  The 
dam  that  was  taken  out  wkeu  the  present  dam  for  the  Central 
Mills  company  was  put  in,  w^as  made  of  logs,  and  was  \vithout 
doubt  built  l)y  him  for  power  to  run  his  grist  and  saw-mills.  These 
mills  were  in  the  township  of  Oxford  when  built,  but  later  this 
land  was  taken  to  form  a  part  of  Cha.'-lton. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  give  a  detailerl  account  of  the  roads 
built  t©  reach  these  mills.  You  will  remember  that  Mr.  Holmes 
Ammidown  says  in  his  history  of  Southbridgc:  "The  location  of 
a  saw  mill  and  grist-mill  erected  by  Moses  Marc;y  was  a  point  to  be 
reached  by  roads,  first  in  the  direction  of  Woodstock,  second  by 
the  road  to  Oxford.  Then  it  became  necessary  to  accommodate  the 
l)ioneer  settlers  in  Stin-l)ridge  and  those  in  th(>  west  part  of  Dudley. 
All  these  roads  were  built  at  first  wirh  the  design  of  reaching  these 
mills  in  the  shortest  and  most  conveiiient  way." 

Moses  Marcy  did  not  make  any  further  improvements  of  the 
water  power  in  Southbridge,  but  devoted  his  time  to  tow^i  a  id 
county  affairs  until  his  deatli  in  177!).  His  son,  Jedediah  Marcy  of 
Dudley,  died  the  same  year,  and  his  son,  Jedediah  Marcy,  Jr.,  who 
was  living  with  liis  grandfather,  Moses  Marcy,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  inherited  the  juill  property  and  all  the  real  estate  owned  by 
him  in  the  towM  of  Southbridge.  Jedediah  Marcy,  Jr..  was  instru- 
mental in  starting  the  clothiers  business  which  at  that  time  meant 
the  finishing  process  given  to  the  cloth  before  it  was  made  into 
garments.    He  built  a  small  mill  where  the  Morse  Bros,  grain 
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elevator  is  located,  and  this  mill,  with  the  saw  and  jJirist-mill,  wen; 
called  Marcy's  mills. 

This  business  was  carried  on  by  John  Gray,  who  coi'ibin(;d  witli 
the  business  the  carding-  of  wool  into  rolls  to  be  ^puii  on  the  lumd 
wheel,  also  the  dyin^^  of  yai-n  and  domestic,  made  eloth.  and  the 
warping,  fulling  and  dressing  of  tlu-  eloth.  He  carriefl  on  this 
business  about  eight  years  and  thi^n  sold  out  to  Zcbina  Aljbot,  wlio 
continued  the  l)usiness  in  eonneetioji  with  a  small  country  store, 
which  was  the  first  store  in  wliat  is  Jiow  the  eeiiter  of  the.  town  of 
Southbridge,  and  was  located  l)et\v\'en  tiie  Masonic  bniMin;^^  for- 
merly the  ( A.  Di-esser  House,  and  tlie  liljrary  block  built  l>y 
Holmes  AnnuidoAvn.  This  was  in  17'J7  or  'IKS.  There  weri-  tuily 
ten  houses  within  a  (juarterof  a  mile  of  the  chui  cliat  thisiime,  and 
only  three  at  Globe  Village. 

This  Mr.  xVbbot  was  one  of  tlu;  i)etitiouer.s  for  the  poll  paiisli, 
and  a  pew  liolder  in  the  tirst  ])arish  elinrcii.  lit'  \vas  a  i)rother-in- 
law  of  (ieorge  Sumner  of  Spencer,  ^^'llo  (tann;  to  Simthljridge  in 
1S02.  George  Sumner  will  be  remembered  liy  the  oldt-r  residents 
by  the  familiar  name  ot  Deacon  Sumner.  He  bought  of  Zebina 
Abbot  liis  business,  ^vith  the  exce})tion  of  the  store  which  was  sold 
to  Luther  Ammidown  and  01i\'er  i*Jini])lou.  He  also  built  a  small 
mill  for  carrying  on  the  clotiiiers  business  and  wool  carding,  just 
above  the  Marcy  grist-mill,  and  became  pai't  owner  of  the  mill 
biiilt  by  John  Gi-een  of  Rliode  island  and  William  Sumner  of  Stur- 
bridge,  which  wasal'terwards  known  a--  theDressea-  Manufacturing 
Compan3^ 

The  first  nuichines  p]-oj)elle(l  with  mechauical  i>o\ver  weic  those 
for  carding;  wool,  and  Nvei-e  introduced  into  this  i»art  cd'  the  country 
iu  about  1808,  and  used  I'y  Mr,  SumiU'r,  in  fultilling  the  tirst  cojj- 
tract  for  tlie  nninufacture  of  woolen  goo<ls  in  Southbridge,  from 
wool  furnished  by  Calvin  and  Luther  Ammidown.  The  terms  of 
the  contract  were,  that  for  every  pound  of  wool  furnished,  a  yard- 
pf  cloth  was  to  be  made. 

The  original  i)urchase  of  John(;recn  and  William  Sumner  was 
•twelve  and  a  half  acres  of  land  from  the  IMarcy  estate,  in 
,The  consideration  was  .*51().S7.  The  deed  gave  them  the  right  to 
build  a  dam  to  How  all  they  may  neetl  and  to  build  any  mill  excejjt 
a  grist  or  saw  mill.  They  btiilt  the  dam  on  the  river,  just  back  of 
the  present  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  passenger  station,  and  the 
mill  about  half  way  between  the  dam  and  Deacon  Sumner's  milk 
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Williuni  Siimtici- srxtu  Ix  cam*-  pri iici p;t  1  nwiicr  of  1  Im' mil),  ofionilin^^ 
if  iiiitil  182',!,  \vln!ii  at.  liis  dfatl)  the,  projrtTty  was  sold  to  William 
Fost«;r,  hut DNviiu;  to  financial  troubU-s  Mi-.  Fost(;r  was  <)\)\\f^vA  to 
«cll  tiic.  mill  piopcrty,  wlii(-li  consishMl  of  tl)(;  wab-r  power,  Ifujd, 
Tiiill  and  toacni«;]it  houses  on  the.  hill,  so  wo  (•onciudc  that  the 
houses  on  Pai^o  hill  wero  l)iiilt  hy  Williain  Sunnu  r,  about  1815,  or 
hy  .Icdcdiah  Marey,  .Ir. 

Tho  propyrf  y  now  oaino  into  tin-  hands  of  M  r.  l^>al)(',o(;k  of  I*>()ston, 
who  opcraltid  the  mill  until  bS;).'',  wln  ii  liai'VfV  Dresser  of  ( 'hai'lfon 
))ecame  the  owner.  Me  ( ■  n  la  l'j^'e(  I  the  miil,>,  \vlii''h  weie  theji  ineor- 
p(»iated  undt)'  a  spi'cial  aet  of  the  b  j.' isla  t  ii  i  e  in  18.'',!  The  'ii'i;^,inal 
act  of  incni-poral  ion,  whieh  was  approved  by  ( Jwvernoi- .Joh n  Da-Vis, 
Febrnai'v  ;.M,  I8;51,)s  still  ]»j'esfi  \'i  (b  The  orii^inal  stoekiiolders  of 
"the  l)r(}SSO'r  Manufaetuiin^'  (Jo.  weic  Ibnvy  |)iesser,  his  l)rother- 
iii-law,  Jeri-y  Meriit ,  Samuel  Siall'Diil  and  Ijenjamm  W.  Kimball. 
The  aet  1)1'  ineorpoiation  anthori/,e(|  tin-  holdin;^  of  real  (-statf;,  '"to 
a  sum  not  e.vcee'din;.'  $7.),()<)i).')t)  a  nd  p<  rsnnal  e.-tatc  not  (  xeeediii^ 
in  value  ^f.  1 0(),0')().()0,  as  may  b(!  m  ei  ,ssa  ry  a  nd  eoii  venicrd  for  the 
f)uri)ose  aff>resaid. " 

At  this  time  t\\H  eomiiany  .starb-d  with  a  capital  of  .S^.'lo.Obb  00. 
Ml'.  l))t.sser  died  a  year  .iftcr  t  he  puc-ha  "  and  iiefoie  the  e()m})any 
had  hardl}'  commeneed  operations.  Mad  he  lived,  jud^in^  fi'"iu 
the  snei-ess  of  the  niaiiy  business  enterpi  isi'.s  in  wiiieh  h(j  had  b('en 
*)n;.'a^'ed,  Ik;  would  u  nd(  )U  1  it  •  d  ly  ha  v<'.  madi-  t!ie  l)ri,^>er  .Manufae 
ttiiin.L;  ('Ompany  the  prin''ij,al  cotton  mill  in  Sou  I  h  brid;^'e.  Mik 
oldest  son,  Ibiiiry  J)rcss(!r,  pioiurscd  in  cvciy  wa}'  to  be*  able  to 
carry  out  his  father's  Ijusiness  plans,  but  his  (h  ath,  a  year  biter,  in 
IHiiT),  Icjt  thi.s  prcjpurt}'  to  be  di\  ided  and  s(;ttled  by  administrators^ 
and  a  )jew  aomj'HHy  was  formed,  with  JJnus  (Jhibls  as  treasuiXT, 
Ebene/cr  I).  Ammid(jwn  as  a^'wnt,  l^enjamin  Kindjall  was  sup(;r- 
intejKb'ut,  EbeiHizer  Annnidown  and  fjiniis  (Jhilds,  dii'ectors. 

In  1815  Mr.  Kindiall  was  sue,e,<;edef!  by  (!hest«'r  A.  Dresser  as 
sup'.;rint(-ndont,  wlio,  up  to  thiH  time  had  iKien  su|)ei  irjtendeiit  of 
th(;  mills  at  Westville.  (^(.l.  Alexander  I )eWitt  of  Oxfor-d  sueceedod 
Mr.  Ammidown  aw  o;<ent,  wiiich  i)o.-,it  i(ni  he  held  until  IK.IO  w  hen 
O.lvin  A  Paigf!  was  'appointefl  at.,'ent.  Previous  to  thi>,  in  1814, 
after  having  be.tju  em{)loyed  in  the,  faet(jry  stoi-e  of  John  Seabury  & 
(Jo.  tor  four  or  fivo  years,  (Jalvin  A.  Pai{;(i  beoaino  a  ol(;rk  and  ))Ook- 
keeper  for  the  Drosser  Maimfaotnrinj.^  (Jo.  The  factory  wtoro  iu 
those  dayw  waH  an  important  factor  iu  tho  bobinuHH  entfjrpriso  and, 
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trade  of  the  town,  involving  large  tr0,uaactionR  and  no  inconsidera- 
ble number  of  small  details,  by  a  syatem  of  orders  by  which  the 
Drtsser,  Columbia  and  Central  Manufacturing  companies  paid  their 
operatives,  a  general  settlement  between  the  mills  and  their  em- 
ployees occurring  but  once  a  year,  entailing  much  labor  and  endless 
details.  The  Seabury  store  was  as  much  of  an  institution  in  those 
days  as  the  mills.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  groat  factor  in  the  mills  busi- 
ness. Deacon  Lane,  or  rath«r  Plimpton  &  Lane,  succeeded  the 
Seabury  Co.  in  the  management  of  the  Factory  Store. 

In  1846  the  capital  was  increased  to  1^36,000.00,  the  increase  be- 
ing taken  by  Benjamin  Bates  of  Boston,  who  afterwards  built  the 
Bates  mills  at  Lewiston,  Me.  From  1844  until  he  became  the 
agent,  Calvin  A.  Paige  acted  not  only  as  clerk  and  book-keeper,  but 
was  also  practically  the  manager  and  business  agent  of  the  compa- 
ny. The  capacity  of  the  mill  at  thig  time  was  50  looms  and  2000 
spindles,  manufacturing  light  weight  sheetings. 

Mr.  Davis,  in  his  history  of  Southtaridge  and  Sturbridge  writ- 
ten in  1856,  says  of  the  Dresser  Mfg.  Co.  "This  establishment  has 
carried  on,  excepting  for  short  interruptions,  a  successful  business? 
for  more  than  forty  years.  It  has  good  water  power  and  everything 
around  it  presents  a  neat  and  pleasant  appearance.  The  r.)W  of 
white  cottages  for  the  operatives  situated  on  a  hill  overlooking  the 
river,  attracts  the  favorable  notice  of  the  visitor.. " 

In  1864,  Calvin  D.  Paige  was  elected  clerk  and  superintendent, 
and  with  his  father  carried  on  the  business  until  the  factory  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  afternoon  of  May  23rd,  1870. 

The  water  power,  which  consisted  of  about  14|^  feet  of  fall,  was 
sold  to  the  Central  Mills  Company,  Sept.  16th,  1874,  but  they  re- 
tained the  land  and  houses  on  Paige  Hill,  and  maintained  the  or- 
ganization of  the  company  until  1908,  when  the  corpcation  was 
dissolved,  the  land  and  houses  having  been  purchased  by  Calvin  D. 
and  John  K.  Paige. 

In  the  destruction  of  this  mill  by  fire,  one  of  the  landmarks  on 
the  Qtiinebaug  river  in  Southbridge  was  wiped  out,  after  having 
been  in  operation  for  seventy-five  years,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
corporations  in  town  was  dissolved  in  1908. 
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THE  TWINE  MILL. 

The  building  known  as  the  Twine  Mill  situated  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river  at  tlie  end  of  the  present  dam,  hag  been  in  existence 
about  eighty  years.  It  was  the  original  grist  and  saw-mill.  The 
grist-mill  was  in  the  basenient  and  tlie  saw-mill  on  the  ground 
floor.  George  A.  Dresser  and  George  Edwards  of  Dudley,  who  will 
pags  their  eighty-eighth  birthdays  this  year,  remember  carrying 
grist  to  this  mill  Avhen  thoy  were  boys  of  seven  or  eight. 

An  interesting  document  written  in  1840,  shows  the  difference  in 
labor  conditions  of  today  and  of  seventy  years  ago.  "1  hereby  agree 
to  work  for  the  Central  Manufacturing  Co.  in  their  saw-mill  from 
the  18th  instant,  to  the  1st  of  April  next,  and  to  do  the  work  in  a 
workmanlike  manner,  next  according  to  my  best  skill  and  judge- 
ment, and  to  work  lC^  hours  in  each  day,  including  lialf  an  hour  for 
each  meal-time.  I  also  agree  to  work  every  other  niglit  by  taking 
as  much  time  to  sleep  the  next  day,  and  so  to  arrange  my  meal- 
times as  to  accomodate  the  help  em])loyed  with  me,  and  to  advance 
the  interest  of  my  employers,  for  winch  I  am  to  have  $1.00  per  day 
including  board."    (Signed)    Anderson  S.  Ellis. 

Tliere  was  at  one  time,  machinery  bought  for  the  manufacture  of 
delttines  or  woolens,  but  the  project  was  never  successiully  carried 
out,  and  the  machines  were  sold  to  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  In 
1868  an  addition  was  made  to  tliis  building,  and  machinery  i)ut  in 
for  the  manufacture  of  carpet  warj),  twine  and  wicking.  This  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  here  for  20  years,  until  1888,  when  the  machinery 
was  moved  to  the  Central  Mills.  This  building  has  been  used  for 
storage  since  1889,  and  was  sohi  to  tlie  Harrington  Cutlery  Co  in 
1902. 
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PART  TWO. 


CENTRAL  MILLS  COMPANY 

The  mill  that  was  built  about  1790,  by  Jedediah  Maroy,  Jr.,  ou 
the  south  side  of  tlic  river,  located  cast  of  where  the  railroad  cross<^s 
Hook  itreet,  came  to  be  known  later  as  the  Cow-Tail  Factory.  As 
we  have  stated  before,  it  wa.s  run  by  John  Gray,  then  Zebina  Ab- 
bot, and  sold  by  him  to  George  Sumner,  who  carried  on  the  woolen 
business  here  until  he  built  the  mill  on  the  north  aide  of  the  river, 
above  the  ^farcy  saw  mill,  between  1810  and  1812. 

The  Marcy  property  had  beon  divided  among  the  heirs  of  Jede- 
Marcy,  Jr.,  and  the  mill  property  was  owned  by  Jedediah  Marcy, 
iivd,  who.  with  his  father-in-law,  Moses  Heal}^  of  Dudle}^  was  in- 
terested fiuan(;ially  in  all  the  manufacturing  attempted  in  this  fao- 
t(^ry  In  1814  Jeremiah  Shumway,  Benj-imin  F.  Shumway,  Jacob 
Cakes,  Joseph  Marcy,  Timothy  Paige  and  Dr.  Reuben  Harrington 
formed  a  company  for  th.e  manufacture  of  woolen  yarn.  It  was 
called  the  Charlton  Manufacruring  Co.,  then  after  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  town,  the  Soutlibrldge  Manufacturing  Co.  They  car- 
ried on  this  business  for  four  years,  more  or  less  successfully,  tlien 
the  company  failed  and  the  property  })assed  back  to  the  Marcy 
estate.  Jedediah  Marcy  and  liis  father-in-law,  INIoses  flealv  of 
Dudley,  reorganized  the  company,  and  Adolphus  Bartholomew, 
father  of  Ajidrcw  J.  Bartholomew,  Es({.,  \vas  made  superintendent 
of  the  mill  and 'about  tliis  time  the  duties  on  foreign  woolens  were 
taken  oft",  and  the  country  was  liuoded  with  foreign  goods.  The 
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result  was  the  failure  of  tliis  mill  aii<l  of  many  otlin-  of  tlic  sinallcr 
mills  of  the  country. 

After  thii  failure  of  thisundertHkin<^,  Jt'dediah  Marcy,  :^i(l,  leased 
the  property  to  John  Dawson  and  liis  son,  but  thoy  wi  rc  un^.uc- 
ecflsful,  as  were  John  Shaw  and  William  OhilsDlm,  who  followi'd 
them,  awd  the  mill  was  burned  very  soon  after  tliis  last  <  iiort  to 
niauufacture  woolens  by  Chilsolni  in  1X25. 

Jedediah  Marcy,  8d.  had  beoi  inten^sted  financially  in  all  th(>s.) 
enterprises,  and  this  ])roperty  known  as  the  ATaiTV  mills  had  ])een 
owned  by  tlie  family  for  ninety  five  yt^ars,  wIk  n,  in  1.S27,  the  first 
deed  was  made  conveying  the  propert}"  out  of  liie  Marcy  name. 

This  deed  conveyed  to  Elisha  Cole,  (1827;  twenty-five  a('i('s  of 
land  with  the  mills  and  water  privile^^e  belon.i;in;^^  to  tlu>  Marcy 
mills,  Hituated  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  This  included  the  .'wnall 
mill  built  by  George  Sumner,  which  Elisha  Uole  ;;sed  fi^r  llie  njak- 
ing  of  cotton  battin^^'  until  1S;52,  when  it  was  desiroyed  by  fire. 
Then  Elisha  Cole  Kold  to  Royal  Smith  five  acres  of  land,  v.  ith  tho 
grist-mill  and  saw-mill  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  about 
eight  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  \vliieh  included 
the  privilege  of  the  old  Cow-tail  factory,  also  the  land  wh.ere  the 
present  Central  mills  stand.  Royal  Smith  operated  the,  Marcy 
grist-mill  and  savr  mill,  also  a  f;av.'-niill  hv.  had  Imilt  wlnae  the 
C/ntral  mill  now  stands,  until  1S3(!,  when  he  deeded  to  Eben  U. 
Ammidown  for  $9,00  VOO  the  mills  and  hinds  ho  had  acquired  fi'om 
Elisha  Cole,  and  land  on  both  sides  of  the  rivei"  below  the  dam, 
that  he  had  purcdiasi-d  from  Benjamin  and  John  Smith, 

El)en  D  Ammidown  now  owned  the  "water  privilege  and  all  the 
land  (extending  from  the  Drossrr  Mfg.  Co.  to  the  hnlges  lielow  the 
(Central  .Mills,  which,  combinecl  with  his  intert^st  in  tho  Dresser 
.Mfg.  Co-,  of  which  he  wns  agent  at  ^his  time,h(^  organized  the  Cen- 
tral Mnnnfacturing  Company  in  1886,  and  built  the  old  b'rick  mill 
in  ]S;H7.  also  the  present  dam.  The  bricks  used  in  the  l)uilding  of 
tlu!  ('entral  Mfg.  Co.'s  mill  in  18)57  were  made;  in  a  tempoi-ary  brick 
yard  just  east  of  the  O'litral  Alills  Conqiany's  freight  house,  and 
the  clay  for  mak'ing  tiie  bi'icks  was  taken  from  the  bank  just  back 
af  {]u'.  Moi'se  Brothers'  grain  elevator. 

Tlie  comjiany  was  07'ganizcd  with  u  capital  of  .^()0,000  00.  The 
stock  subscril»ed  at  this  time  was  .*rj2,00o,00  in  shares  of  ^1,000.00 
eacli,  as  follow;^ :  Eben  D.  Ammidown  taking  thirty  >+hures,  Ijinus 
Childs,  tfeM  shares,  Dresser  Mfg.  Co.,  twelve  shares.  In  F(d)rnary 
18l{(),  Eben  D.  Ammidown  deeded  to  the  Dresser  Mfg.  Co.  his  rights 
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in  the  Mai'cy  privilege,  and  in  Am'il  1HS7,  tho  Dresser  Mfg.  Co. 
deeded  to  the  Central  INIfg.  Co.,  mills,  water  rights,  ctt;.,  as 
described  in  the  deed  of  R!)yal  Smith  to  Eben  [).  Ammidowji. 

Th(;  machinery  at  this  time  consisted  of  2,048  warp  spindles  and 
J, 433  spindles  for  filling,  with  120  looms  for  making  tine  shirting 
and  sheeting  from  number  82  and  ;{8  yarn.  The  eomi)any  was  re- 
organized in  1845  and  the  eai  ital  increased  to  $80,000.00.  Tlie 
stock  holders  were  Eben  D.  Ammidown,  Linns  Ciiilds,  ]\Ianning 
Leonard  and  C  A.  Dresser.  Ebeti  D.  Anlmido^vn  was  elected 
agent,  Chester  A.  DreSNcr,  snperintendeut  and  ISIanning  Li-onard, 
olerk.  This  organization  continued  nntil  J8r)2,  when  tin;  ])ropt'rty 
was  leased  to  Chester  A.  Dresser  and  Manning  TiConard  for  four 
years  to  be  oi)eiated  by  tliem  foi  the  company  oji  contract. 

In  1858.  John  Smith  deeded  to  the  Central  Mfg.  Co.  the  saw-mill, 
canal  and  water  rights  now  owned  by  tlie  American  Optical  Com- 
pany and  known  as  the  Ro3'al  Smith  i^iivilege. 

Mr.  (  Jeorge  Davis,  in  his  history  of  Stnrbridge  and  Sontnbridge, 
Bays  of  t)ie  Central  Mfg.  C^o.  at  this  time  in  l8r)4:  "For  tliorongh- 
ness,  jadicioiis  arrangement  and  good  taste,  in  relation  ro  mills  and 
the  bnildingR  connected  with  them,  it  is  not  surpassed,  as  we  be- 
lieve, by  any  in  the  Commonwealth.  It  exhibits  the'  conif)rehen- 
sive  views  and  sound  jiKlgment  of  the  individual  who  contrivid 
and  exucnttd  the  work.  In  works  of  this  kind,  there  have  been, 
obviously,  great  imi)rovements  in  rtfspi'ct  to  worknuiiishi})  and 
durability.  Th(^  contrast  in  this  pai  ticulai-  bc^tw^'cn  factories  built 
at  an  early  period  aiul  tin'se  more  recently  is  vej-y  stiilciiig.  Tiie 
Central  Fac-tory,  of  which  \v(-  have  last  spoken,  fully  conliim.s  the 
truth  of  this  remark." 

In  ]8'")8  Manning  lj(*onard  and  Clu'ster  A.  Dressei'  became  owiieis 
of  the  ('entral  Miinufactiuing  ( 'o  IMr.  Dresser  was  at  tliat  time 
superintendent  of  iiart 'jf  the  miJls  of  tlie  Amoskeag  ]\Iaiin faetnr- 
iug  Co  at  I^IaiuOiester.  N.  TI..bat  ilmmcial  troubk.'.-,  in  tin-  Central 
Manufaotiuing  C'o.  resnbed  in  his  ri'turning  to  Southbri.lge  in  ISoSi. 
A.fter  a  reorganization  of  tht  com})any,  the  i)ro}»erty  was  sold  to 
Manning  Leonard  and  Chester  A .  Dresser,  for  |40,0U0  00.  They 
carried  ol\  the  business  under  the  mime  of  Leonard  and  Dresser, 
until  tile  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  \vhen  tiie  mills  were  shut 
down  until  18(i;5  At  that  time  I\Ir.  Leonard  withdrew  from  the 
concern,  after  having  been  connected  vv'ith  it  for  twenty  years. 

In  lyti;?  a  new  company  was  fornu^d  and  incorporated  as  the 
Central  Mills  Company,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  jg^lJOO, 000.00, 
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of  which  .if;oO,000.00  was  pair!  in.  The  stocklioldors  were  Chostcr  A. 
Drobser,  Samuel  and  William  Foster  and  T  A.  Raiidull  of  Provi- 
dence, with  Chester  A.  Dr(\sser  as  treasurer  and  nianaf^er  and 
Henry  B.  Dresser,  his  son,  as  superintendent. 

In  1887  the  capacity  of  this  mill  was  44s()  spindles  and  120  looms. 
In  18G3  it  had  increased  to  (i.OOO  spindles  and  150  h)oms. 

In  18()4  and  J 865  the  Central  Mills  Com])any  erected  a  buildini,' 
where  the  American  Optical  Company, s  faet  )ry  now  stands,  which 
was  known  as  a  "Spec  Shop",  and  later  called  Mechanic's  Mill. 
This  building  was  subseciuently  used  for  several  business  projeets. 
including  D.  K.  and  M.  K.  Olne.y,  William  P.  Plimpton,  The  Prov- 
idence Extractor  Company  and  the  Southbrid;j,e  liutton  Co.  In 
1808  a  machine  shop  and  foundry  was  built  near  the  Mct^hauic's 
Mill,  so-called.  All  of  this  property  was  later  s(.)]d  to  the  American 
Optical  Co. 

The  brick  storelious^  was  built  in  ISfio  and  was  enlarged  to  it.s 
present  size  in  1902. 

April  20th,  18(19,  George  K.  Dresser  was  chosim  superintendent, 
succeeding  Honry  B.  Dresser,  who  wnit  south  to  engage  in  the 
cotton  business.  September  14tli,  1S70,  WilUain  Foster  resigned  ns 
treasurer  and  S.  and  W.  Foster  as  general  agt'iits,  and  Leonard  F. 
Tracy  was  chosen  agent  and  superintendent.  Ch(\ster  A.  Dresser 
was  elected  treasurer.  Mr.  Trac^y  at  this  time  was  gis'en  t!u;  general 
management  of  the  business,  sul)jtj(;t  to  tiie  ap])ro\al  of  the  majority 
of  the  board  of  directors. 

July  18,  1S71,  Leonard  F.  TriK-y  resigned  as  clerk,  agent  and 
director,  and  William  H.  Clark  was  elccteil  clerk,  and  it  was  voted 
to  increase  the  capital  stock,  1,000  shares,  nuilviiig  tl)c  capital 
1150,000.00.  The  stock  takt^n  was  divided  as  follows:  Ciicster  A. 
Dresser,  ^^iV-j%  shares,  Samuel  Foster  of  Providence,  o'-V-S^i  shares,  and 
Joseph  Kmsey  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  ;U^->';i  sliiires.  Mr.  Kmsey's  wife 
was  the  daughter  of  Eben.  D.  Amniidown,  one  of  the  original  in- 
corporators of  the  mill  in  ls;57. 

January  1871,  it  was  voted.  "That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to 
make  a  sale  of  twenty  horses  power  fro)ii  the  lowt-r  privilege  to  the 
American  Optical  Company.  It  \\a.-^  also  voted  to  negotiate  with 
Williani  Edwards,  for  the  laying  out  of  a  sire  t,  fr.im  a  point  in 
^he  road  leading  from  INIain  stieet  to  tlie  box  ^hop  of  J.  M.  &  L.  D. 
Clemence,  b}'  the  coal  shed  and  through  the  land  of  said  company 
and  said  Edwards,  to  Foster  street,  coming  out  b(itweft>i  the  oiric^ 
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of  the  Central  Mills  Company  and  tlieiir  brick  lious(i  south  of  the 
office."    This  street  is  now  known  as  North  street. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  July  l.Oth,  JST8,  it  was  voted,  "That 
should  the  town  of  Southlnidge  see  tit  to  lay  iron  pipes,  oi  suitable 
size,  from  the  Central  Mills  to  the  center  of  the  town,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  water  to  extinguish  fires,  that  the  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  make  such  arrangements  for  the  use  of  the  forctj-{)unips 
of  the  company,  and  agree  upon  such  comi)ensation  for  tiie  use  of 
the  power  and  pumps,  as  in  liis  judgment  may  seem  right  " 

In  1874,  the  Central  Mills  Company  boaglit  of  the  Dresser  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  the  land  and  water  power  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  above  the  bridge,  and  five  years  later,  in  1879,  the  Hamilton 
Woolen  Company  purclujsed  a  part  of  this  water  power.  In  1881 
the  American  Optical  Company  and  J.  M.  &  L.  D.  Clemeiicc,  bought 
V/2  feet  of  water  pow(»r,  and  ono  yi-ar  later  in  18S2,  the  ATut  ricau 
Optical  C«mpauy  bought  land  and  more  water  power.  The  land 
included  a  part  of  the  Mechanic's  Mill  property. 

The  Central  Mills  Company  was  reorganized  in  ISS3,  with  .Samuel 
Foster,  Joseph  Kinsey,  Chester  A.  Dresaer,  H.  T.  Thachor,  of  iioston, 
as  directors.  Chester  A.  Dresser  was  chosen  president  and  tica^urer 
and  Franklin  D.  Dresser  as  clerk.  B^ive  years  later  in  1888,  on 
the  return  of  Henry  H.  Dr^^ssi  r  from  the.  south,  he  was  made  super- 
intendent. An  addition  to  the  old  jjrick  niill  wa.s  built  on  rhe  cast 
end,  three  stories  high,  12;')  feet  long  by  (55  feet  wide,  ciiii ipju d  w  ith 
new  machinery.  The  machines  fi'om  the  Twine  mill  were  placed 
in  the  old  part  of  tlu^  mill. 

July  19th,  1891',  it  was  voted  to  grant  tlu^  town  of  Sont libridgr. 
free  of  charge,  the  right  of  way  over  tlie  land  of  Central  Mill- (com- 
pany for  the  extension  of  Me<'lianic  street,  across  the  (^hiincban.n 
liivei",  thus  emihling  the  town  to  construct  the  \I(>ch;iii!c  street 
bridge. 

In  July  1805,  AVilliam  Ivinlack'  was  chosen  sui)erin  en(h'nt ,  in 
])lace  of  Henry  B,  Dresser,  who  had  been  incapacitated  i)y  illne.ss, 
and  the  treasurer  was  authori/'Ml ,  a^  a  testimonial  of  the  conii»any\s 
appreciation  (;t'  liis  services,  to  pay  liim  his  s^dary  for  rhe  l/alaiice 
of  the  year,  and  accept  his  roignation,  (»!•  to  grant  him  a  \a:  ation 
until  tins  end  (^f  thu  year. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  21,  JSIh;  the  foll()^vin'4  direelors 
were  chosen:  8amuel  Foster,  Chester  A.  Dresser,  Franklin  D. 
Dresser,  George  W.  Wells  and  Calvin  D.  Paige. 
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Chester  A  Dresser,  who  liad  hoen  actively  connected  with  the 
company  for  nior(^  than  forty  years,  and  in  the  nmnnfactnrinf^  ])u-<i- 
ness  for  nearly  sixty  years,  di(  (l  in  xVngust  1S9;>.  He  suc- 
cossfiilly  nianaj^ed  these  mills  for  many  years,  notwithstundiiij^' 
that  ho  Hiilfcrt'd  for  many  years  f.;reat  bodily  pain  from  iir\iral;,da. 
Mr.  Dr(.'sser  came  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  fannlies, 
yet  he  was  essentially  a  self  inade  man.  No  favoring circnmstanees 
surronnded  his  early  years,  l)nt  in  him  there  dweit  an  eiiei'gy  that 
knew  no  tiring,  and  an  indoniita})]e  will  that  easily  rose  to  every 
opportnjuty  of  lif(>.  He  was  a  public  spirited  citizen,  heing  identi- 
fied with  all  of  tlie  ]uil)li(;  c(-rporations  of  the  town.  He  was  one  (^f 
the  ))rime  movers  iu  establishing  t\ni  Sontld)ri(lge  Water  Sn])]i]y 
OoiaQi>any  and  the  Mutual  ( las  i.iglit  <!on4)any.  For  alltiiat  he 
did  in  the  npbnildijig  of  tln^  town,  his  name  will  l)ehehl  in  grateful 
remeuibratice. 

At  a  Hi>ecial  meeting  lield  August  ;il)ih,  ISll'J,  Calvin  1).  Paige  was 
cho.sen  acting-treasurer,  and  at  a  special  meeting  Oct.  1:.',  bM'B, 
called  to  fill  the  vaCMUcy  <"aused  Ity  the  (h'atli  of  Mr.  Dresser,  John 
M.  Cochran,  repres<.'ni ing  the  estate  of  Chestei-  .\.  Dresser,  nv<is. 
chosen  <lirt'i  tor  and  Calvin  D.  Paige  irt'asurer,  and  (J.  H.  Truesdell, 
general  mamiger.  At  tliis  imcting  tiie  stockhohiers  }»laced  on 
record  their  api)reciat ion  of  Chester  .\ .  Dres.-u'r's  stei'li n;.";  worth  an 
a  manufacturer,  l)usiness  nuin  and  IVien>l,  and  oiu'  wiio.'- ■  I' ss  can- 
not easily  l)e  replaced. 

At  I  lie  annual  nji-eting  Jan  Kith,  lilUO.  ().  Truesdell  waK 
elected  clerk,  !Sauiu(d  Foster,  ( Jeoj  ge  \V.  Wells,  Cah  in  D.  Paige, 
Tohn  M.  Cochi'an  ami  El»ei!  S  St  'V(uis,  directoi-s.  ( Jalvin  D.  Pai;.:e 
was  chosen  treasurer;  ann  at  (he  directors'  meeting  following, 
(  Jeoi-ge  \V.  Wells  was  elected  jiUvsiileut . 

At,  tiie  setni-annual  nu'cfing  Jiily  17,  I *.)()(),  John  K.  ['aige  was 
elected  clerk  to  succeed  ().  \).  Truesdell,  and  at  the  annual  meeting 
Jan.  b"),  ]!)01,  he  was  electe<l  director  and  Otis  B.  (lay  was  made 
s;i[)('rintemlent. 

July  lUO'?.  Louis  T.  Foster  Nvas  ele<-ted  dii-octor  to  succeed  his 
fathe)-  Samu(d  Foster,  and  John  K.  Paige  was  made  assistant 
treasurer. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  Jul\  If),  li)02,  the  foll  owing  resolu- 
tions were  passed  on  the  deatli  of  Samuel  Foster  : 

"For  forty  years  Samuel  Foster  \vas  a.  stockholder  and  director  in 
the  Central  .Mills  Company  of  Southbridge,  and  during  all  that 
time  he  was  one  of  those  active  and  earnest  men,  who  labored 
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earnestly  luul  (lilij.,'oiitly  to  n])bnil(l  und  strenf^tlicn  tlie  coiii]tany. 
His  genial  facn,  hrifj^lit  t'Vi  s  and  nturdy  n}jri^li tness  w  ill  Ix-  rc- 
inonibtTt'd  ]»y  onci yono  in  any  way  (•(tnncctt  d  with  this  conj- 
pany.    His  wondcvfiil  nicnt^a!  and  husiiicsn  art  ivily  at  tin' a^e' 
of  ninety  ri^lit  was  the  \V()ndcr  an<l  (iiivy  ot  all  t  inisc' \vitli 
whom  he  was  associaf id.    We,  the  ynrvi vin,^'  stoclclioldcrs  and 
dii'(-ett)r,^,  thert  i'ove,  d(>sirc  to  ])lac(i  on  iccDi-d  a  ti  ilaitc  of  our  love 
and  ai)pre('inl  ion  of  I\rr.  Foster,  wdio  so  clieevfiiliy  ami  faithlnlly 
attended  to  his  business  until  Hie  year  of  his  death." 
At  the  annual  meetin<4-,  Jan.  i],  11)0"),  ,|.  Herliert  Foster  of  Prov- 
idence, was   elected    director,  to  till  the   va.eaney  caused  by  th»^ 
rcHignation  of  John       Cochran,  special  administ  l  ator  of  the  estate 
of  Chester  A.  Dresser. 

May  1st,  1907,  J.  Frank  Morrisst\y,  was  ai)i)oint<Ml  su]>erintendent, 
to  Hucceed  Otis  li.  ( hiy  who  had  resigned  ou  account  of  poor  health. 

In  January  IDOT,  the  treasurer  was  autliorized  to  secure  plans  fur 
an  addition  to  the  mill.  These  plans  were  submitted  at  the. July 
meeting  of  the  same  year,  ami  it  ^vas  unanimously  V(jted  that  the 
treasurL-r  proceed  to  build  an  addition,  to  the  mill  and  [lut  in  iww 
machinery,  according  to  the  plans  subuiitted. 

In  August  1907,  the  old  oiiice  building  erected  in  is;;7,  and  the 
brick  house  just  south  of  it  were  tak-cn  down,  preparatory  to  laying 
the  ft)undationH  for  the  new  noil.  The  lirst  brit-k  in  the  new  mill 
was  laid  October  8rd,  1907,  and  tlie  work  was  pushed  on  tln-ough 
the  followitig  wniiter.  An  old  wo(jd  shed  was  converted  into  a 
temporary  office  and  supply-room,  and  the  men  emi)loyed  in  the 
ofTioe  will  never  forget  the  discomtVirts  of  that  winter  of  1907-8. 
The  new  office  was  first  used  in  the  early  spring  of  1908. 

The  construction  of  the  new  mill  necessitated  tearing  down  about 
forty  feet  of  the.  south  end  of  tlu;  laick  jnill  built  in  1887.  Also 
sixty  feet  of  the  east  ell.  This  made  the  constructioTi  mucli  more 
difficult,  aw;  the'. machinei'y  was  kept  running,  and  the  lloors  iji  the 
old  mill  shored  up,  until  the  new  mill  was  ready  to  receive  it. 

The  mill  at  tins  date  has  a  frontage  of  2srj  feet  on  Foster  and 
Central  streets  and  '500  feet  on  North  street.  The  uew^  addition  is 
of  the  most  improved  mill  constru(;tion,  and  the  machinery  througli- 
out  the  entire  plant  is  practically  new  and  of  the  most  modern  type. 
Electric  lights  throughout  replac;e  tin;  old  Icerosene  lamps  of  former 
days. 

The  first  floor  of  tJie  iiew  mill  is  devoted  to  carding,  and  is  Hup- 
plied  with  the  most  improved  English  cards,  drawing  frames,  slub- 
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hers  iiitoniiediatfs  and  speeders.  This  iimcliiiiery  ofuaipies  the 
floor  sj)ac(>  of  the  new  jtart  an<l  oii  the  same  flcxir,  in  wliat  wa«  the 
old  mil],  is  the  Diachinery  devoted  to  the  manufacture  ol  twine  and 
sewing  jlircad.  The  second  floor  of  tlu^  new  mill  ia  devoted  to spi li- 
ning-, siMiolin^'  and  ^\:^^Jlin^^  Tl)e  opcnin;^-  and  pickinj^^  department 
of  the  card  room  occnp}'  two  floors  on  the  North  street  end,  100  by 
40  feet.  In  tla^  North  strc>et  extension  there  are  thrcie  floors  devoted 
to  weaving,  oCi(^u])ying  a  space  on  eacli  floor  125  hy  (if)  fc(^t,  contain- 
ing 400  loonjs.  On  the  fii-st  floor  between  tlu^  new  mill  and  the 
weaving'  department  is  the  Cloth  room  devoted  t(^  i»nttin^^  ui»  the 
product  of  the  mill,  and  on  the  second  floor  ia  the  slashing  and 
drawing-ill. 

The  mill  at  present  contains  about  15,000  s])indles  and  400  looms. 
Th(>  nuxiiufactured  product  consists  of  li^^dit  slieetin^'s.  used  in  the 
table  oil  cloth  trade,  the  shoe  trade  and  by  con  vc^-tors.  The  output  at 
present  consists  of  about  0,500,000  yards  of  sheetiuf,'  and  u])out 
100,000  lbs.  of  twine  and  sewing  thread  annually.  The  recent 
chan^'cs  above  referred  to,  which  were  conceived  and  can ied  out 
under  the  supervision  of  John  E.  Pai^e,  Jiecessitated  the  removing- 
of  the  ell  on  the  wesst  side  of  the  mill,  which  extended  out  to  Central 
street  and  was  used  as  a  picker  room,  also  the  removing  of  the  roof 
on  what  renuiined  of  the  old  No.  1  mill.  The  removal  of  these  two 
old  landmarks  in  counectiou  with  the  (uuistruotion  of  tlie  stone-arch 
bridge  on  Central  street  has  improved  the  looks  of  this  park  of  the 
town  materially. 

Other  changes  have  been  the  deepening  of  the  canal  under  Central 
street  to  the  mill,  the  widening  of  the  rac^e-way  and  the  installation 
of  new  water-wheels  with  a  c:apaci/y  of  over  000  horsepower. 

The  old  bell  which  hung  in  the  tower  for  over  70  years,  or  to  be 
exact  since  1R;37,  wliose  tones  have  be(^n  familiar  to  tlie  residents  of 
the  town  for  nearly  three-(iuarts  of  a  century,  and  that  never  missed 
a  stroke  through  all  the  changes,  was  transferred  t'.>  tlu^  new  trtwei* 
in  lOOS,  and  this,  and  this  alone,  is  about  the  only  thing  that  would 
be  familiar  to  oue  who  knew  the  Centi-al  Mills  Comi)an3'in  the  past, 

Tlie  present  officers  of  the  company  are  as  follows  :  President, 
Calvin  D.  Paige,  Treasurer,  John  E.  Paige,  Diretttors,  George  W. 
Wells,  Calvin  D.  Paige,  Louis  T.  Foster,  Providence,  John  E.  Paige, 
Albert  13.  Wells,  Superintendent,  J.  Frank  jNlo-rissey. 
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PART  ONE. 


lu  writiug  the  hi.story  of  rlie  optical  business  iu  Southbridge  I 
liud  it  more  diffieult  to  gel  necessary  data  from  the  time  thtt  busi- 
ness was  comnieuced,  iu  18;>i,  until  the  year  I  came  to  Souihbridge, 
18G4,  than  I  had  anticipated,  although  1  find  a  mass  of  information 
through  the  old  books,  and  from  records  and  clippings  that  have 
been  preserved.  I  regret  tluit  1  did  not  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  procurer  first  hand  information  from  the  man  who 
established  the  business,  William  Beecher,  as  I  spent  many  inter- 
esting hours  talking  over  the  olden  times  with  him,  but  did  not 
take  memoranda  as  I  ought.  The  same  would  apply  to  Mr.  Putney, 
and,  of  course,  in  the  many  years  iu  which  I  was  so  pleasantly 
associated  with  Mr.  Robert  H,  Cole  as  a  fellow  worker  I  should 
have  gathered  very  much  more  information  than  I  did. 

I  decided  several  years  ago  that  I  should  undertake  to  write  tho 
history  of  the  business  at  some  time,  but  the  time  did  not  seem  to 
arrive  when  it  was  convenient.  When  requested  by  the  otflcers  of 
the  Historical  Society  to  take  up  the  matter,  I  could  not  refuse,  and 
have  endeavored  to  get  accurate  information,  as  far  as  i)ossible, 
feeling  tliat  it  was  unsafe  to  wait  longer  before  making  records  of 
everything  pertaining  to  the  business  that  it  was  possible  to  obtain. 

As  far  as  the  business  is  concerned  from  !833  until  1864,  I  have 
to  gather  from  what  others  have  done.  From  1864  to  the  present 
time,  1  «?ucounter  one  serious  ditticulty,  and  tliat  is,  matters  of  a 
personal  nature  of  my  own  connection  with  the  business  will  enter 
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into  the  sketch  too  largely,  but,  under  the  circunistaijces,  I  hardly 
know  how  this  can  be  prevented. 

I  thought  that  not  only  the  history  of  the  business  in  Southbridge 
should  enter  into  the  sketch,  but  that  of  all  the  various  companies 
that  have  been  formed  by  men  once  associated  with  the  parent 
company.  In  making  investigations  I  find  a  large  number  of  these, 
and  regarding  manj-  of  thtm  it  is  difficult  to  get  accurate  informa- 
tion. In  endeavoring  to  gather  this  information,  naturally,  the 
broader  tield  of  the  business  Throughout  the  country,  as  far  as  it 
related  to  s}»ectacks,  eyeglasses,  spectacle  lensi-s,  etc  ,  seemed  to  be 
brought  prominently  forward  and  I  finally  decide  d  that  I  must 
endeavor  to  cover  the  entire  field.  It  is  not  necessary,  however, 
that  this  shotild  be  made  iiart  of  the  history  as  it  should  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Historical  Society  It  will  be  understood  that  it  is 
impossible  tliat  this  sketch  can  be  brought  into  one  i)aper,  even  if  it 
is  confined  to  the  parent  company  from  its  lieginning,  so  that  this 
present  paper  will  treat  only  of  the  l)usiness  from  its  inception  in 
1883  until  1801),  the  year  the  American  Optical  Company  was  in- 
corporated. 

Many  of  our  people  have  understood  that  the  spectacle  business 
in  this  country  had  its  origin  in  Southbridge.  This  is  not  the  case, 
however.  Spectacles  in  small  (piantities  weie  made  in  several 
other  places  before  they  were  made  in  Southbridge,  so  that  South- 
bridge  cannot  claim  prioritj^  as  far  as  the  first  manufacture  of 
spectacles  is  concerned,  but  it  can  c^laim  that  there  is  no  concern 
dating  back  of  18:58  that  is  in  existence  today  excepting  our  own. 
'  The  small  beginning  of  William  Beecher  in  1888  has  never  cea.sed 
to  exist,  and  while  the  bu.siness  was  small  for  many  years,  it  has 
always  been  active,  and  a  factor  in  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  town,  especially  after  the  sixties. 

The  invention  of  glass  is  credited  to  the  Phoenician  merchants, 
and  a  lens,  evidently  used  for  optical  purposes, has  been  found  below 
the  ruins  of  old  Ninevah,  After  the  Romans  conquered  Egypt,  they 
introduced  the  art  of  making  glass  into  Italy,  Nero  used  a  large 
jewel  in  the  shape  of  a  lens  in  order  to  enjoy  a  better  sight  of  the 
fights  of  the  gladiators.  Roger  Bacon  in  England  was  the  first  to 
produce  or  describe  a  convex  lens,  but  it  is  not  stated  tluit  he  ever 
combined  these  lenses  into  spectacles. 

Spectacles  proper,  that  is  glasses  mounted  so  as  to  retain  them- 
selves upon  the  face,  were  invented,  probably,  in  Florence  between 
3280—1300.    A  tombstone  there  states,  ''Here  lies  Salvino  de  Ar- 
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mati,  inventor  of  spi-ctacles.  May  God  pardon  b  in  sinf-."  However, 
tombstone  tes'tiniony  is  not  infal]il)le.  Tliis  man  ]n:i)t  his  ];>i'"cess 
of  maunfactnre  a  secret,  but  a  clever  monk,  Allesanilro  di  ^pina, 
made  spectacles  by  nsin^-  Armati's  as  a.  model,  and  made  ]mblic 
tljeir  use.  An  old  painting  of  the  date  of  148o  sIk^ws  a  pince-nez. 
In  the  Camp'o  Santo,  Pisa,  is  a  lar^(e  i-aiiitinj.;  represeuiiiiK  the 
twelfth  eentnry.  In  it,  the  Qnecai  of  Slieba  \n  all  her  ^rlory.  is  car- 
rying a  lorgnette  attaelied  tu  a  gold  chain,  in  tiie  fashion  of  todfi}'. 
•  Charles  II  of  England  was  tiie  first  to  i:t~e  eyeglasses  for  tlie 
improvement  of  siglit.  He  v:n>  ]K^r;i  vdth  niyo])ic  astigmatism  and 
accidentally  looking  through  smrdl  lens,  Inuiid  his  inqierft'ct 
vision  aided.  He  v;as  liviijg  in  exile  in  Franc  e,  and  after  making 
six  th(-nsand  lense.s,  tiie  artisar  foruid  (Mie  :liat  fj;iv(-  the  Prince 
practically  perfect  vision.  After  his  ietuin  lu  England,  glasses 
were  worn  as  ornaments. 

Benjamin  Franklin  invented  bifocals  in  17S1).  Thomas  \'<;ung 
discovered  tlie  nse  of  (  vlindrical  L  uses  m  IhOl,  aiat  Aii-y,  the 
astronomer,  applied  tlieni  to  coj'rect  astigmarisn:  iii  l<~i27.  Tlie 
irames  of  bone,  Jiorn  and  shell  ^veie  clum;;}',  rinill  tiit-  u.^e  of  metal 
in  tlie  nineteentli  centviry. 

Th.e  center  part  of  the  tovn  of  Sonthbridge,  ir.clndmg  the  water- 
power  and  land  now  covered  by  t-lie  Oeiite-r  Village,  was  held  by 
Moses  .Marcy  ;  that  above,  now  Globe,  Village,  by  William  Plimp- 
ton ;  above  him  by  John  Plimpton,  cov:.'ring.  Westville.  The  land 
below  ]\[r.  iMarcy  was  occupied  by  Col.  Th(.mas  Cheney,  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  as  far  as  Sandersdale,  t|ience  on  the  south  side  to 
the  land  bought  by  John  Vinton  of  Stonehain  in  17;;S. 

Woodstock  was  settled  in  KiS*!  and  Oxford  m  ITl-J.  The  e.isterly 
part,  or  what  is  now  Southbridge,  was  not  practicallv  settled  until 
about  17o3. 

One  hundred  years  later  the  first  spectacles  were  made  in  b(juth- 
bridge . 

DATES  OF  COMMENCEMENT   AND  CONTINUATION  OF 
THE  OPTICAL  BUSINE.SS  NOW^  AMERICAN 
OPTICAL  COMPANY. 


1833—1840    William  Beecher. 
1840—1842    Ammidowu  &  Putney. 


I  In  Jowekiy  store  HartweH's 
corner) 

(Business  located  at  the  old 
Spectacle  Shop,  near  railroad 
bridge,  now  Hyde  M'f'g  Co,j 


1842—1849    Ammidowu  &  iSou.  (Huidridga   &  L.   H  Ammi 

down ) 

1850—  1851    Animidnwu  &  Co.  (L.  H.  Ammidown  and  Rob- 

k'l-r  H  Cole ) 

1851 —  1854    Aiumidown  &  Co.  (L.  H.  Aiiimiciov.  n,  Robert  H. 

■   .         Cole  and  Wni.  Beocher.  L. 

H.  Aniniidown  died  in  1858) 
1860  Beecher  &  Cole  { U^illiani  Beecher,  Robert  H. 

Cole  and  II.  iMcrritt  Cole)  • 
18G2--180t;    Robert  H.  Cole  &  Go.       (Robert  H.  Cole  and  E.  Mer- 

ritt  Cole) 

1866--1809    Robert  H.  Cole  &  Co.       (Robert  H.  Cole.  E.  Merritt 

Cole  and  A.  M.  Cheney) 
1869  American  Optical  Co.       (Robert  H.  Cole,  President; 

George  W.  Wells,  Clerk;  E. 
M.  Cole.  Treasurer) 

William  Beecher  was  the  pioneer  in  the  spectacle  industry  in 
Sonthbridge.  He  was  a  native  of  Southbury,  Conn.,  the  son  of  a 
farmer.  Vr' hen  a  young' man  he  located  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  jeweler.  He  came  to  Southbridge  in  IS^t!  and 
engaged  in  business  for  himself  in  a  shop  where  Hartv.'ell's 
drug  store  now  sta.a  Is.  The  first  floor  w^as  devoted  to  the  jewelry 
and  watch  business  R  H.  Cole,  Liberty  Phelps,  Billings  Farring- 
ton  and  others  learned  the  trade  in  tjns  siiop.  Mr.  Be"cher  was  a 
skilful  mechanic  ami  developed  a  rare  genius  as  an  inventor.  Be- 
ginning in  1833  he  made  silver  spectacles  at  times,  asing  the  second 
floor  for  this  purpose.  He  invented  tools  and  devices  for  their 
manufacture,  which  lessened  the  cost  of  production  materially. 
The  business  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  a  new  location  was 
sought,  in  1839,  on  lower  Main  street,  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Hy<lo  Manufacturi!ig  Co. 

This  land  as  a  part  of  the  500  acres  granted  to  Rev.  Caleb  Rict 
as  the  first  settled  minister  in  Sturbridge  in  1786  His  salary  at 
that  time  w^as  and  fifty  cords  of  wood  annually.  He  died  on 
8eptem])er  2,  1759,  and  October  24,  I76i),  his  executors  deeded  a  portion 
to  Benjamin  Fre  eman,  who  built  a  blacksmith  shop  and  trip-ham- 
mer on  this  privi!e;^e.  It  afterwards  passed  into  the  possession  of 
John  Wuite,  May  rid,  1801. 

The  deed  de,fiues  Mie  boundaries  of  the  tract  of  land  containing 
three  acres  and  thiiteen  rods  and.  grants  the  privilege  of  building  a 
dam  above  on  tlui  land  of  the  grantor  for  the  purpose  of  flowing  a 
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pond  to  save  water  for  liis  beiicUt  at  any  lime.  i)r(ivi('le(l  rhe  dajii  bo 
80  coiislruored  as  not  to  injai(  r.he  uk iwiji^j;  .ilxive.  Tin;  tenees  are 
to  be  inaiittaineci     Other  owner;  iiave  Ix  eii  ; 

October  11,  l^OO,  James  B.  ^Ias(,n. 

Marcli  24,  ISl],  Edward  Alerris         L  Alorris 

1815,  VVilliain  Foster. 

April  14,  IMS',  Calvin  Aniinidown. 

Ajn-il  11,  1S2],  J.  K.  Smith  (The  v,  a'cj-  la  i via  tic  and  blaeksniith 
shop  are  named ) 

August  10,  lx'2A.  Otis  Richai-'1sun.     (A  ^riiid.-tonc  i>  ntcnrinned) 
-November  <t,  182S,  Chester  Ihimmi.'i^s 
March  1(1,  ISHr^,  Royal  Sniirh. 
August  22.  is;]',).  VViUium  Beeclier. 

The  same  land  is  mentiojied,  bat  lh<'  siariing  }.oint  is  jriven  "at 
the  corner  of  the  tc-wn  ;>;iund.  with  a  w lieei\vri,i,'h t  -iir,-,),  wa'rr 
privilege,  togfrlior  ^vit]l  the  dam,  ditcl  a!.':  iicneli" 

March  15,  1811,  Holih-idg"  Animidown. 

January  1,  IS-'ri,  Ij.  H.  ATumwiow,"  aud  Iv.  ii.  C'(.l(  . 

January  1 ,  ISC.o,  K.  II  Cde 

Mareh  IB.  ls(i:/,  American  Optical  C:»iti]!ai!y 

Mr.  Beecher  tried  t( •  buy  steel  s!)e(,-ta'-]es  ol  American  m.inutac 
ture,  but  was  told  by  Palnjtn-  tS:  BatcheldtM-  that  they  eoaid  not  be 
nuifle  in  this  counti-y.  He  obtaimMl  one  ])air  as  a  s  imple,  paying 
thre  e  dollais,  the  im])(!rter"s  ]'rice.  ;i  :  1  exiierimente'd  until  he  man- 
ufaetured  them  in  thij;  new  sh.^p  i>riorto  IS4r!.  n (id(»nbte,ily  the  first 
steel  spectacles  madf  iji  Ameiic;)  . 

Mr  B"echer  sold  the  busin,'ss  to  Ammidctwn  tv  Putn(\v,  but  was 
hired  by  Mr,  Amnndovrn  for  one  yi>ar  to  teacti  his  son. 

In  1851  he  ac(|uired  an  inn  rest  again  in  tiie  C!>neern,  which  tlu'ii 
embraced  L.  H.  Amnndow/i  and  11.  H  t.lole.  besides  I\Ir.  B(^eeher, 
known  as  Ammidown  &  Co.    He  retired  in  b'-'«i2. 

Que  of  the  valued  helpers  was  Jairus  Putn(\v,  who  became  the 
chief  mechanic  and  was  a  partnei-  of  Mr.  Beeclier  from  1840-1842 
He  originated  new  ways  f»f  doing  the  work  and  fiirnislicd  many 
new  ideas.    After  remaining  several  years  lie  retired. 

The  man  connected  witli  ili<'  business  ilu^  longest  was  Kobcrt  H. 
Cole.  He  was  born  in  \V(u-cesier,  Mass  ,  May  18,  1S18,  tlie  son  of 
Blisha  and  Mary  McKinlcy  Cole.  His  fjither  removed  to  South- 
bridge  the  same  year.  At  the  ago  of  fourteen — 1882 — he  was 
apprenticed  to  Wm.  Beecher.  to  learn  tlie  tiade  of  jeweler.  As 
Mr.  Beecher  introduced  the  manufacture  of  silver  sj)ectaclcs  during 
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this  tiiiiti— 1833 — Mr.  Cole  was  identilied  with  the  industry  from 
its  very  inception.  He  bought  the  jewelry  and  book  business  of 
Mr.  Beecher  and  conducted  it  for  some  years.  Finding  that  his 
health  did  not  permit  (sonstant  bench  W(n-k,  Mr.  Cole  sold  out  his 
jewelry  store  and  as.sociated  iumself,  in  1850,  with  L.  H.  Amnii- 
down,  the  successor  of  Wm.  Beecher  in  tlie  manufacture  of  spec- 
tacles. 

Mr.  Cole  held  a  constantly  growing  interest  in  the  firm  under  the 
varied  changes,  becoming  its  head  in  18t)2,  and  when  the  American 
Optical  Company  was  orgiinized  in  isoi)  he  became  the  President 
and  held  that  office  until  his  retirement  in  18'.H).    He  died  in  li)00. 

From  a  memoir  of  George  N.  Briggs,  (lovernor  of  Commonwealth 
from  1844  to  J 851,  we  quote  a  letter  : 

"Southbridgc,  Dec».'mber  1,  1845. 

Governor  Briggs  ; 

Will  your  Excellency  [)lease  accept  the  a<.-companying  present  as 
a  small  tribute  of  respect  for  your  principles  in  favor  of  mechanics. 
Thoug-li  not  a  voter  should  I  live  to  the  age  of  manhot)d  I  hoi)e  io 
be  correct  in  principle,  and  be  governed  Ijy  those  for  which  you 
have  so  ably  contended.  My  present  is  small,  but  I  have  exercised 
my  best  ingriiuity  in  workmanship,  the  whole  having  been  done  by 
my  owu  hands.  Hoi)ing  tliat  you  will  find  the  spi^ctacles  useful, 
and  that  you  will  live  a  long  and  hap[)y  life,  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Yours,  truly, 

Wm.  E.  Foster." 

Tlie  Governor  sent  a  fitting  reply. 

A  vivid  idea  of  life  in  the  old  shop  is  given  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Wells 
in  the  following  account: — 

October  20,  1851,  I  arrived  in  Southbridge  The  next  morning  I 
presented  myself  at  the  "Works"  of  Animidown  &  Co.,  composed 
of  Lucius  Ammidown,  William  Beecher  and  Robert  H.  Cole,  and 
commenced  to  "learn  the  trade"  of  making  specs. 

Alfred  E.  Holmes,  being  the  youngest  apprentice,  gave  me  my 
first  lessons  in  sweeping  out  the  shop,  bringing  water  for  the  help, 
wood  for  the  stove,  and  charcoal  for  the  forge.  Mr.  Ammidown 
melted  some  bars  of  silver  and  I  was  told  to  roll  them  to  a  certain 
gauge.  They  were  rather  unruly  in  my  hands  and  thinking  to  hold 
them  in  i)lace  my  hands  were  badly  cut.  The  "boys"  said  it  was  a 
part  of  the  "trade."  At  night  when  the  "Company"  left  I  was 
entrusted  with  the  valuables  of  said  "Company, "  whicli  consisted 


159 


•of  several  watches,  chains,  the  gold  sto(;k  in  process,  etc. 

They  were  put  into  a  small  leather  trunk  with  trays,  and  1  carried 
it  to  my  boarding  place,  and  i)ut  it  under  mj"  l)t;d  lor  safet}'  from 
burglars.  It  also  contained  the  key  to  the  safe.  Said  "safe"  was 
about  two  feet  square,  made  of  wood  and  covered  with  sheet  iron, 
fastened  on  with  nails  with  very  large  heads.  It  was  not  fire 
proof,  but  burglar  proof  (?)  as  the  keyhole  did  not  show,  it  being 
covered  by  sliding  one  of  said  nails  ()\er  the  keyhole.  We  boys 
used  to  ask  visitors  to  find  the  keyhole  to  our  safe,  thinking  it  a 
great  joke.  The  "Company"  kept  their  b'joks,  and  silver  not  in 
process  in  this  safe.  The  iielp  were  not  required  ii»  put  up  their 
work  at  night,  each  one  leaving  it  ()n  liis  bench.  We  all  had  a  key 
and  the  last  one  out  locked  up  the  "Works"  fc^r  the  night.  We 
could  commence  as  early  and  work  as  late  at  night  as  we  cliose. 
Each  one  had  a  small  oil  lamp  to  work  by,  and  the  youngest  appren- 
tice had  to  collect,  fill,  and  trim  them  for  the  help,  which  consi.^ted 
of  twelve  or  fourteen,  except  tlie  "Company."  T  can  recall  most 
of  them,  Francis  M.  Vinton,  Harrison  Vinton,  Elon  Greeni',  Abiel 
Coombs,  Samuel  Hammond,  Edwin  Marble,  Alt'n'd  E.  Hulnus,  E. 
M.  Cole,  Ebenezer  Ednu)nds,  and  in  iNhirch  '5:2  Alpha  M.  Cheney 
came  and  took  my  place  as  "boy,"  and  I  gave  him  his  first  lesions 
in  "learning  the  trade,"  then  1  became  a  "l)v'neh  hand"  making 
specs. 

Apprentices'  salaries  ran  very  small  in  those  liays,  mine  the  first 
year  being  .'jl^HO.OO  cash,  tlie  second  year  ^?40  Oi),  and  the  third  year 
:fo0.00  and  board,  but  Mr.  Ammidov.-n  was  very  kmd  to  us  "boys" 
giving  us  "overwork."  The  Company  nuide  numV  goggles  and  eye 
protectors,  and  he  gave  us  3  cents  a])iece  lo  cut  them  out  of  biige 
sheets  and  solder  them,  etc.,  whicii  we  did  evenings,  working  as 
late  as  13  o'clock  on  Saturday  evenings  sometim< 

The  season  of  '53  was  very  dry,  and  of  course  Cohassc  Brook  gave 
out,  and  the  Company  put  in  power  in  the  basement.  A  -arge 
wheel  belting  on  to  the  small  pulley  at  the  ix.lishing  wheels,  and  a 
large  crank  turned  1)V  a  large  colored  man  l»y  the  name  of  Jenkins, 
was  the  power.  He  received  10c  i)er  lu.ur.  TIk'  next  season  polish- 
ing wheels  were  fitted  up  at  the  Centr;ii  Mills.  a:iil  ^^  lien  we  had 
work  to  polish  we  took  it  in  our  little  liasKret  and  went  there  to  do 
it.  As  business  was  increasing  the;  Ci-iupaiiy  put  in  a  steam  i)lant 
in  1853,  and  Abiel  Coombs  ran  it,  and  sometimes  Mr.  Cole. 

Mr.  Beecluir  was  a  hard  worlving  man,  and  when  we  had  stock 
■to  roll  out  by  hand,  he  was  always  on  one  of  the  cranks.    It  took 
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four  of  us  "t(*  ni:iii  the  r')lls,"  and  it  ^vus  no  ,s"  pJny,  1  can  tell 
you.  Soiuo  of  us  Avovild  remark  about  it  ])»'in^'  hard  ^v()rk',  l)ut  "Mr. 
Bcecher  would  say,  "It  will  bn  iili  right  ^\  lu'ii  you  get  us«  (l  to  ir." 
Tapering  stctd  tcuiplo  stoi-k  was  the  ^v^)rst  job  of  all,  rolling,'  it  in 
and  then  back  to  \^vt  tlu"  laper.  Tlic  Boss  took  a  i)iueh  of  snutf 
oft(Mi.  and  \\\'  all  tool:  a  swt'at.  KccciUi'^c  nJIs  were  juralr  iairr 
and  it  was  fun  to  see  tht^  stock  ^'o  throu^li. 

The  specs  wcrt;  all  made  "by  the  pircc"  Ea.ch  one  \vound  tlu; 
eyes,  made  tlie  no^;e  ijiecrs,  sa^,\■l'(l  olV  tlu' end  ])ie(H's,  ami  joints, 
and  tied  them  on  to  fronts  Thclhst  do/.cn  or  two  made  us  "tired" 
as  they  would  not  stay  tight  and  tiue.  Then  w.'  cat  our  own  glass, 
marking- around  the  pattern  \',  ith  an  old  tbree  eorm  vvd  tile  gi'ound 
on  the  end,  aiul  then  'ground  lliem  into  franus  at  the  ;  ion.e,  using 
onc^  foot  for  power.  The  price  w^as  oT'-.c  per  ])air  for  straight  tem- 
ples— .|^4,50  per  dozen.  ^Ve  wi)uld  make  six  pairs  i)er  day.  and 
more  if  we  worlced  extra.  When  1  came  into  the  woil-.-'  tliere  ^^as 
but  one  gold  liand,  Fraiu'is  M.  Yintoii  ;  tlu^  others  ^\'el•e  on  silver. 
We  boys  worked  on  the  cheaiier  grade  of  work,  called  buriiished 
work.  We  made  many  round  temples  drawing  them  out  and  mak- 
ing them  round  ])y  stril^ing  on  the  to[i  of  a  rounder  with  a  hammer. 
I  will  say  tliat  behjre  my  three  years  of  apprentice.ship  ex]>in  (l 
there  were  <|uite  a  nund)rr  added  to  the  ^vorking•  force — Willard 
13owen,  Samucd  Wadsworth.  Charles  Edmunds,  and  othci-.s  later. 

Wlieu  I  canie  to  to\N  n  I  went  to  Ijoard  \vith  Mr.  l->eechiT. 

I  was  Aviili  Ml-.  Ammidown  the  last  year  of  his  lile.  lie  was  like 
a  brother  to  me.  His  son,  Deacon  laa-ias  VI.  Ammidown.  was  per- 
haps a  year  and  a  hiill'  old,  and  often  crept  to  1113'  jtlace  at  the  table 
and  sat  on  my  knee  and  ate  crumbs  from  my  ■)late,  Tiie  e'omi)any 
was  not  strict  as  to  woik  hours.  We  olten  went  down  tlie  river  in 
the  winter  to  hool:;  suckcu-s  up  tfirough  a  hole  in  the  iei. ,  to  have  a 
short  game  of  ball  on  the  grounds  now  occu])ied  l)y  Cnenience  Box 
Shop,  or  to  fly  a  kite  which  ^vas  some  14  feet  long,  let  loose  uud 
drawn  in  by  a  windlass,  or  to  pitch  a  ganu' of  quoits  But  if  X\w 
company  liad  an  order  they  were  in  a  Inirry  for  we  gave  it  our  un- 
divided attention,  working  extra  and  getting  it  out  a-  soon  as  ]'o^ 
sible.  When  I  arrived  in  town  the  l^iercc  cam])aign  was  on  and 
we  marched  many  miles  to  the  nrusic  of  the  band — Tliompson, 
ba.se;  Abiel  Coombs,  snare  drum  ;  El^enezer  Clark,  fife.  Uncle 
Abie)  comld  beat  any  of  the  boys  of  today  with  his  double  roll  on 
that  drum  of  hit*. " 

Several  items  are  gleaned  from  two  letter  books  containing  letters 
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of  Ammidowii  &  Sou  to  their  cnstoinors  and  otlicrs,  covering  tlie 
time  from  May  27.         to  A])ril  JO,  JSls. 

It  is  of  interest  to  notc^  that  (•(t{)irs  in  thcsi'  Ixxjks  arc  made  with 
cuirlx)!!  i)ai)er.  Some  of  the  ohl  carl  ions  arc  still  in  tlic  bo^)ks  and 
make  fair  co[)ics.  It  is  a  ])oi)nhir  inipres-^ion  tliat  carbon  c-;>i)yinf^  is 
of  rather  recent  date,  Init  tlicsc  books  show^  it  to  be  more  than 
sixty-live  years  okl. 

The  fuUosving  extract  fr(^m  k'ttcr  of  July  HI,  bsb"),  wW]  indicatv^ 
that  the  men  at  the  head  of  the  business  did  nut  hesitate  to  be  out- 
si)okeii  when  their  opinion  was  aslccd: 

Sonthl)rid;4e-  July  H],  iS-lo. 

Messrs.  E.  &  E-  S.  Bri-ham. 

Gent:—  "  ■ 

As  to  our  "unfavondjle  opinion",  "Mali(_-e",  breaking  down 
your  business,  etc  We  woukl  say.  wlieu  asked,  as  \ve  freiinenrly 
are,  wliat  we  think  of  Mr  Painc's  glass,  whic^h  we  sujjpose  you 
sohl,  we  reply  tliat  in  our  ojtinion  it  is  a  humlHig,  that  it  is  made  of 
the  comm  jii  glass  ami  b  uit  iatu  the  shai>e  it  is  by  heat,  that  all  the 
grinding  he  does  to  it  is  done  around  the  edge,  that  it  is  not  so 
perfect  nor  so  good  as  it  was  before  it  was  so  bent,  and  that  it  is 
sold  at  a  mo.s-f  exorhitnnt  })ric('.  Of  this  we  have  luorejjroois 
than  one,  and  if  this  is  the  business  of  your  <  iioice  we  say  "T^o 
,i]tt'H(r\  but  when  a  man  honestly  asks  onr  o}ijnion  ^ve  sluill  giNc 
it  free  of  expense.  We  do  not,  however,  ct^nsidcr  it  an  oppositi<jn 
to  our  opinion,  l)ut  ratlier  an  advantage,  and  that  too  Avithout  thf 
"lOOO  to  15(30  dollar  business"  wliic-h  we  had  rather  sve  before  we 
reckon  the  profits  We  unth^rstand  that  it  has  ])een  your  intention 
to  come  a  "Grab  Game"  on  us,  for  a  lot  of  si)ectacles  on  (n-edit,  and 
your  real  success  may  account  lor  the  letter  we  have  received. 
However,  we  feel  we  have  not  lost  anything  yet,  and  we  do  neit 
intend  to  in  the  future. 

Yours  respectfully, 

A. MM  [DOWN  &  Son. 

October  21,  1845 

Mr.  P.enj.  Pike,  Jr. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  send  you  ;5  dozen  steel  spectack'S  to  your  order.  The  octa 
gon  ones  are  the  first  ever  ma(h>  by  any  of  our  present  workuu>n,  a> 
also  will  be  the  eyeglasses  3'ou  order,  but  whi(di  we  rshallnot  be  abk; 
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to  seLfl  under  three  or  four  weeks,  as  we  wish  to  make  up  a  few 
before  we  commence  on  an  order  for  an^'one. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Ammiijown  *!t  Son. 

LIST  OF  GOODS  MANUFACTURED  IN  1850. 

Gold,- coin  silver,  steel  and  steel  hand  si)eotacles. 

Steel  spring  eyeglasses. 

Quizzing  glasses,  placed  and  wire  goggles. 

Gold  and  silver  vest  fob  chains,  etc. 

Vjje  Protectors.  ' 

Gold  and  silver  case  watches  were  carried  in  stock. 

Spectacles  made  to  order  in  any  size  and  shape. 

Split  glass  spectacles,  made  to  order  only.  Bifocal. 

Steel  eyeglasses  and  spectacles  were  made  in  1843  or  earlier. 
Four  weeks  were  needed  for  tilling  orders  for  eyeglasses  and  tw(j 
weeks  for  spectacles. 

184(),  April.    Samuel  L  Morse  made  all  the  steel.     Ebenezer  • 
Edmonds  later  worked  with  him  and  they  had  a  room  by  them- 
selves. 

In  1851  there  were  only  two  workmen  on  steel : 

1  on  quality  1  and  2  1  doz.  pr.  per  week 

1  on  quality  3  and  4  2  doz.  pr.  per  week 

The  gold  w^ork  was  started  under  L.  H.  Ammidown,  about  1848. 
The  gold  wire  was  hard  to  find  in  market  and  some  of  it  came 
from  New^  York.  It  was  still  harder  to  work,  for  each  time  it  was 
annealed,  it  cracked.  By  melting  several  times,  using  sal  ammo- 
niac, and  reducing  the  alloy,  it  would  finally  take  shape.  There 
were  no  dies  for  cutting  oat  anytliing  and  all  the  work  had  to  be 
filed.    A  fiddle-bow  drill  was  used  for  drilling  the  end  pieces. 

MATERIALS  USED. 

The  gold  and  silver  was  mostly  coin. 

('alifornia  f  oO  gold  x)ieces  are  mentioned  once,  if  obtainable  at 
par  French  crowns  were  specified  in  one  order,  but  Portugese 
dollars  had  to  be  substituted  ;  only  15  crowns  could  be  bought. 

Mexican  silver  was  used  as  late  as  18G8. 

Crucible  cleanings,  stonings,  polishings,  sweeps,  etc.,  \s  ere  sent  tu 
a  refiner  and  the  gold  returned  in  17k  win^  r^ady  for  drawing;  the 
silver  in  press  silver.  German  silver  came  in  bars  5  inches  wide, 
and  plated  nn^tal  is  rt'i-onUd  once. 


ins 

185]-  Plated  trass  or  brass  p'nted  with  Kik  or  18k  iL,''ol(l,  rolled 
down  or  in  wire,  was  st)iight.  Was  this  a  sTig;,'estion  for  ^old  lillwl 
work  ? 

In  the  inventory  of  1840  we  find  steel  wire  entered  at  TGc  per  Ih. , 
iron  wire  2oc  and  ?3c  per  lb 

A  steam  engine  was  installed  in  sunnner  of  1853     This  engine 
was  of  the  oscillating  tyt^e  and  would  be  quite  a  cariosity  today. 
Mr.  Robert  H.  C<»Ie  often  attended  to  the  running  of  this  engine 
when  the  water  power  gave  out. 
In  the  inventory  of  184G  we  find  : — 

No.  3  English  convex  sixjctacle  glass  $0.50  per  gross 
No.     Convex  spectacle  gla.ss  $12  (X)  jx-r  gross 

Concave  spectacle  glass  ^24  (JO  and  |i42  00  per  gross 
Convex  Perifocal  ;^80.00  per  gross 

Colored  gbtss  $7.50  per  gross 

The  perifocal  lenses  were  produced  by  taking  the  convex  lenses, 
placing  them  np<^)n  a  ring  or  circular  metal  piece  that  would  sup- 
port the  edges,  placing  the  same  in  a  furnace,  heating  it  to  a  certain 
degree  of  heat  that  would  cause  the  lens  to  fall  in  the  center  into 
the  form  of  a  periscoj)ic  lens,  or  meniscus.  These  they  gave  the 
name  of  "Perifocal". 

About  1851  the  firm  discontinued  the  manufacture  of  these  peri- 
focal lenses  and  wrote  to  their  customers  that  tliey  had  disposed  of 
their  furnaces  and  in  place  of  this  style  of  lens  used  the  French 
periscopic  or  meniscus,  as  being  a  much  better  lens  nnd  at  a  less 
price.  This  style  of  a  lens  re-formed  in  this  way  by  heat,  was  very 
objectionable,  as  it  distorted  the  lens,  and  it  was  not  fit  for  use  as 
a  spectacle  lens. 

There  is  an  item  in  this  inventory  of  a  press  at  $15.00.  This 
was,  no  doubt,  the  hand  press  used  in  punching  the  temples  or 
straight  sides  for  the  spectacles,  and  the  first  press  of  this  style 
ever  use,!  in  the  manr.facture  of  spectacles. 

The  first  mention  of  a  imtent  is  dated  October  81,  1850  It  was 
for  an  improvement  in  temples.  Five  cents  for  every  },uir  of  silver 
spectacles  and  twenty  cents  for  every  pair  (tf  gold  si^ectacles  m;idc 
was  to  be  paidtc/tlie  person  seeming  the  patent,  John  P.  Paine,  Es(i 

No  "Peddlers"  were  employed,  but  men  tO(jk  goods  to  sell  at 
their  own  risk,  making  from  i^25  00  to  |jO.()0  per  month,  beside^•. 
expenses  Later  an  offer  was  made  for  a  supply  at  $1 1.50  per  dozen 
providing  the  buyer  would  pay       per  cent,  interest  for  shop  wear, 
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t^tc  ,  annually.  INIosl"  of  ihe  j^ootls  vrt^iit  to  \\'hi>lesali';  (li\)ltM\s  in 
Boston  and  New  York. 

Delays  in  iilling-  orders  wore  cuusimI  by  failnro  <  f  watt^r  powi  r 
diK^  to  exf^'odin^'f  dry  Aveatlior,  iunl  ina1)ilir\  to  .<i'(.-nro  t'<>ni}K'lont 
workmen. 

1843  "  We  feel  thankful  yon  do  not  want  your  siHH-tacles  this 
fall,  f«ir  we  liavx»  orders  for  70d<'/t'ii  of  di ffen  21 1  kinrls  ahvady  " 
(I  hour's  wok  tor  A.  O  Co.  to  lay. ) 

Sept  18,  184)5.  "We,  should  liave  Keut  the  \vhi»"!c  ordt^r  liad  it  not 
1> -en  for  the  civ<arr.istan<-es  tluit  the  n-e^'ipt  of  A  uurordrr  t'r>und  all 
«)ur  vrinknien  att(Mi<lin^  a  Camp  M<'<'ti[i;;- alK^nt  n  )ia!f  nii'i-  distatii. 
wJiich  coHtinu<>d  throu.uhuut  t)i«'  wc^'lv.  This,  althMUi;)i  not  as  \vc 
I'Xpt^oted,  we  ho[K^  you  will  con.sider  au  e.vru.st'-  for  not  Sfiidiu'^'-  tlif 
whole  at  this  time." 

(1852)  A  customer  who  asked  f<;r  a  lower  price  was  refus*Ml  i\, 
because  spectacles  ^re^e  a  kind  of  sta])le  article  upon  whieii  sn-all 
])r(*rits  could  be. made  with  nivK'h  competition. 

Oetolxn-  :30,  18-1'J,  .^;5()().0()  wortii  of  i^ooils  were  seiit  lo  California 
on  commission,  tlie  prolic.s  to  be  shared. 

Express  "bundles"  were  sent  by  way  of  tl)e  \Ye>tern  Eailway  at 
Charlton  D<-}H)t,  l.mt,  on  account  ot  i'xees>ive  charges,  an  olhce  was 
asked  for  at  Webster  Dc]K)t,  which  was  us'.'d  later. 

The  Southbridge  Bank  refused  to  take  pai)er  on  New  York  eiMier 
hi  drafts  or  bills,  exceptiui*  for  collection,  for  whicii  the^^  chargi'd 
.^l  00  besides  postajj;e,  interest,  e  tc  ,  ieakin<j;-  .^^1  lM,  but  checks  u]>on 
Boston  were  taken.    The  term  "New  Kn<;land  viioney''  was  uskI. 

Money  was  ordered  delivered  to  J.  Hagj^erty  (the  stage  driver). 

Insurance  (^f  $1 ,1)00. (K)  upon  buildings,  etc.,  and  .*;p-3,0O0.O0  upon 
luacdiinery,  stock,  etc.,  Wits  placed  before  IS.'i;]. 

PERSONAL  ITE.MS  OCCUR. 

18o2.    L  H.  Animidown.    Services  as  Assessor  30  davs,  ^•30.ti0 


1800.    Wm  B'H'cher.    Services  as  Selectman,  10  oO 

Oue  cow  bought  of  Geo.  A,  Dresser,  18.00 

22  busliels  Coal  at  Uc,  COS 

IH.ll.    Paid  Alpiia  M.  Cheney  for  cutiing  wood,  .7") 

Highway  Taxes  of  5  men  at  20c,  1.00 
F.oard  JOs  Od  per  >v^eek  (.^l  75). 

Other  piiees  were  given  in  shillings  and  ])encc. 


A)>i;rentices  .served  a  term  of  three  or  four  years,  the  youngest 
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be<.'iuiiiii<^  lit  louitt  f-n  ycais.  Boanl  was  furnished  lo  all,  and  the 
youii^'cr  ones  had  ihrft-  lo  six  Uiunri^.s'  ^eh()')lllJ^^ 

Thv  wa<j;f.s  varied  iv.an  S2oaj{)  f(;r  tlic  first  year  of  the  Ycungost  to 
$fi0.00  the  last  year  of  tlie  oldest. 

Til  -y  w-rc  ;^'ive;i  t-hr  ];:i viL-^'c  (.f  vroikiu^-  iipLii  sti!it>  frcjiu  ona- 
half  /o  threi.-(|iiarter.-  i.i  rhi-  riiiK-  after  the  iirst  year,  iiiakiii<x  a  sniu 
nearly  e([iial  t*.)  th'  -  Ava;^es. 

Apprentic-es  v/erc  expectcil  to  make  a  certain  (iiianriry  per  day. 

They  pjt  out  temple.--,  soldered  joinrs,  roiled  and  eut  tlu-m  out. 

Prohalily  the  last  api'-'^ntiee  was  talien  in.  IbtiCe  i  Wm.  H.  Arme.S) 

0\vin;j:  t*.  ijiec  prict-s  and  the  variatiun  uf  the  skill  an-l  rapidity 
of  the  m  -n,  as  weJl  a.s  chanj^es  in  the  demand  for  k<-»<J<:'!^-  the  ^va^^es 
differed  A-aric  d  even  with  tht;  same  men.  In  X()vemh(^r  isr,i)tlu  re  is  a 
range  from  ^^•.^().50  f(,r  Arlonirani  Coondis  to  s-'40.()0  for  f^benezer 
Edmo))ds  for  rh.e  muntlfs  earnii;gs.  Janu'S  Freemr.ii  I'eeeived 
$45.00  in  September  l^iH  and  s-^T  -V)  in  October.  Thre"  n  en  aver- 
aged S(i4.00  ])er  moiith  for  tliree  good  m(,nths  of  'i)o,  while  May 
18t)f>  shows  F.  M.  Vi;ito]i  liad  .ST.S.UU  and  \Vm.  Freenum  !!».mO.  A 
salary  by  the  day  was  p.ii{l  A.  V^.  (Mi^-ney,  .^l.:j")  in  \n  "'U 

and  ?51.7o  in  'Go. 

SELLING  PRI(M-:S. 
1843.    Silver  Spectaeles, 

1843.    Stc'el  Single  eyeglass, 

Double  " 
lS4;k       "  Speetaele.s. 
J850.    Gold  Speetiicles  14-lSK 
12-14K 

1850.    Steel  Spectacles, 
1858.    Steel  Speetaele.s, 
1858.    Silver  Sijectacles, 
10  per  cent.  Alloy, 
Plated  Goggles, 
Wire  Eye  Protector.s, 
Good.><  were  sold  at  6  nionth.>"  ere  lit  with  5  per  cent,  discount  for 
cash. 

The  yearly  sales  from  1850  to  L869  show  a  steady  increase  from 
112,750.00  in  1S50  to  ,^5'J, 400.00  in  1868.  excepting  the  years  1860  to 
18C4,  with  the  lowest  period  in  1801.    From  that  time  onward  the 
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t).50-  18.00  " 

O.OU  "  " 

15.00  ••  •• 

12.00  '• 

8. 75  7.50  per  pair 

8.75  G.OO  " 

7.00-  IS. 00  per  doz. 

8.00-  20.00    "  " 

8.00-  10.00    ■•  " 
6.00 

2.00  *•  " 

3.25  " 


rise  was  gradual  until  the  former  figures  were  resumed  in  ISO"), 
SPECTACLES  MADE. 


1852. 

Steel, 

2,0;35  pairs 

Silver, 

11,378  " 

Gold, 

1,500 

1853. 

Steel, 

1,370  pairs 

Silver, 

14,111  " 

Gold, 

3,183 

1855. 

Steel, 

1,473  pairs 

Silver, 

11,273  " 

Gold, 

2,8()8  " 

1857. 

Steel. 

1,774  pairs 

Silver, 

9,540  " 

Gold, 

3,003  " 

14,5)11)  pairs 


18,070 


15,017 


  14,983  " 

Gold  and  Silver  melted  in  12  months  ending  May  1  1852: — 
Gold,  $2,741.11. 
Silver,  3,728.:!3. 
The  capital  invested  in  the  year  1843  was  .^4488,40. 
Ammidown  &  Co.  was  formed  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1851,  by  h. 
H.  Ammidown,  Kobert  H.  Cole  and  Win.  Beecher,  each  partner 
agreeing  to  put  into  the  firm  of  Ammidown      Co.  the  sum  of 
$2,000.00,  making  a  capital  stock  of  .^0,000.00. 

The  investment  in  18(i0,  according  to  inventory,  was  .'^^8,250.00. 
On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1802,  agreement  was  entered  into  be- 
tween Robert  H-  Cole  and  E.  Merritt  Cole  for  a  partnership  to  be 
known  as  R.  H.  Cole  &  Co.:  Mr.  Robert  H.  Cole  to  furnish  all  the 
stock,  materials,  tools,  etc.,  purchased  by  him  of  Beecher  &  Cole, 
and  to  furnish  whatever  ca})ital  was  necessary;  profits  to  be  divided 
.  as  further  agreed.    Capital  $7,200. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1800,  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
between  Robert  H.  Cole,  E.  M.  Cole  and  Alpha  M.  Cheney,  agree- 
ing to  cany  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  spectacles  at  least 
one  year  from  that  date  under  the  name  of  Robert  II.  Cole  &  Co.; 
division  of  profiis  as  further  agreed.  Capital  invested  .$5,204.20. 
The  account  of  stock  shows  a  valuation  of  $0,000.00  in  1847  and 


101 


an  increase  to  15,000  in  the  two  years  foUowiii^^.  After  a  decrease 
to  $10,000  in  1851,  there  is  a  a  constant  rise  to  J$2-i,000  in  1857. 

EMPLOYEES. 

Entered  enii)loy  before  184(i  : — Wallace  Cutting,  Elou  R.  Green, 
Ebenezer  Edmunds,  D,  Putney,  Samuel  L.  Morse,  James  R.  Young, 
William  E.  Foster. 

Entered  in  18!()  : — Francis  M.  Vinton.  Elanson  Green. 

In  1848  :— Wilhird  C.  Bowen,  Samuel  Hammond. 

In  1849  :— Abial  Coombs,  0.  S.  Ednujnds,  Edwin  D.  Marble,  Ezra 
Putney.  Harrison  Vinton. 

In  1850  :— Moses  E.  Irwin,  David  Cotton,  Alfred  E.  Holmes. 

In  1851  :— E.  Merritt  Cole,  Daniel  P.  Howard,  H.  C.  Wells, 

In  1853:— Caleb  Ammidown,  A.  M.  Cheney.  E.  B  Gibbs.  Henry 
M.  Vinton. 

In  185;{  :— J.  A.  Wadswortli. 

In  1854  .-—William  Thomi)son. 

In  1855  :— M.  O.  Brackett,  W.  L,  Ormsby. 

In  185()  :— J.  A.  Cadwell. 

In  1857  : — Adoniram  J.  Coombs. 

In  1868  :— Lyman  Gibba,  Peter  Marcy. 

In  1859  :— George  Edmonds,  B.  F.  Lee. 

In  18G0,  1801,  18G2  :— 0 

In  1863  : — William  Freeman,  James  W.  Bromley. 
In  1804  :— George  W.  Wells. 
In  18G5  :— 0 

In  ISOO:— William  H.  Armes,  John  C,  Bromley,  A.  E.  Cole,  H. 
M.  Colton,  M.  M.  Day,  Joseph  Dupaul,  William  P.  Eddy,  Edwin  F. 
Harvey,  John  F.  Hibbard,  Charles  S.  Stewart,  E.  S.  Swift.  A.  S. 
Weaver. 

In  1867:— Daniel  V.  Brown,  Nelson  Blait,  H.  N  Horton,  Lemuel 
McKinstry,  Robert  McVey,  Charles  Potter. 

In  1868:— A.  E.  Baylies,  F.  G.  Blanchard,  George  W.  Cady  Felix 
Covillion,  A.  E.  Cutting,  Charles  Douty,  E.  F.  Melony,  Grin  Mcln- 
tire,  George  McKay,  H.  D.  Morse,  James  B.  Ware,  James  White. 

In  18(59  :— Metcalf  Baker,  Frank  Cady,  Newton  Cady,  Henry  O. 
Cady,  Andrew  Carey,  Daniel  Clemence,  Fielder  Clemence,  John 
Clark,  H.  A.  Cook,  J.  F.  Cooper,  Ella  Corey,  Lewis  Eccleston,  A. 

O.  Horne,  C.  H.  Hager,  John  Hayes,  Jacques,  H.  A.  Kimball, 

Andrew  Lee,  Alex  Martin,  Charles  Pratt,  Monroe  Reynolds,  Samuel 
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Ric.(\  Felix  Ruchii>.  Jo.<>.;,!i  Sroue,  Austin  TUTiniy,  E.  P.  Tiffany, 
H.  P.  Titrauy,  Alb<-rT  Yv'l.ittv  nKh--. 

The  aV!  rit;;L-  numb t  cuiiil. ivrd  from  IS  IS  to  IHHi]  v.'as  IM.  In  1^(18 
there  \s'iTe  oT). 

The  mattei"  of  waives  i<  iilways  interi'.sriii^-,  bnC  it  is  somewhat 
(liltienlt  to  p't  data  tliat  will.iiive  a  I'air  idea.  The\va!4es  paid  some 
oi  the  men  in  the  early  .sixties  will  be  of  int'^rest  to  parties  now 
liviiiLC  wiio  knew  t'le  \ve.;-k,'i"n. 

In  in;\ki"v.  iu  mim ,ran(Uiin  in  \'e;;ard  to  Avai-ies  paid  in  the  earlier 
times  uiilv  vit.»s,'  are  ,^1ven  thar  rw/emrd  to  b.'  based  on  a  reasonable 
month's  svork,  that  is,  •.\  h«  n  tne  shoj)  was  runaiu^'  practically  full 
time,  Owin;^'  ])icce  liiiri'S  and  the  variation  <»f  the  skill  and 
ra])i>iity  of  rhe  woi-knim,  as  ^v(  U  as  (•han;.'vs  in  the  d(miand  for 
fj:oods,  the  wai:,vs  wa  re  'luirc  varied,  veii  wiili  vhe  sa.uie  workmen. 
We  find  rhe  foUowmi;  : 

In  IStlO,  0.  S.  E(imo]ids  reoidved  in  November  .^.'jd.OO 


Kbene/er  Edmonds,  do  -10.00 

lienry  Vmron,  do  40  00 

F.  M.  Vinton,  do  ;52  00 

A.  J.  (  oombs,  do 

R.  C   Wells,  do  -io.OO 


In  iNtil,  Henry  Vinton  recei\ed  in  .Nhireh  ;$al.OO,  April  |{j2.00. 
May  |.5;iOO. 

In  18G1,  James  Freennin  received  in  September  $45.00,  October 
•i^ST.oO. 

In  1803,  H.  C.  Wells  rec  eived  in  October  ^^-C.^.OO. 
In  1808,  F.  M,  Vinton  received  in  October  liKi.aO 
In  1808,  H.  C.  Wells  rereived  in  DecendKir  ^01  00,  Jauiia.ry,  1804, 
$Gi.r,o. 

In  18()},  M.  C.  ]]rackett  received  in  Janna.ry  .^72. 00. 
In  March,  18fi4,  H.  C.  Wells  was  paid  $^2.00  per  day. 
In  December,  b8ti8,  A.  M.  Cheney  was  paid  $1  35  per  day. 
In  December,  1804,  A.  M.  Cheney  was  paid  $1.50  per  day,  and  in 
February,  1805,  §;i,75  per  day. 

In  May,  1805,  H.  C.  Wells  received  :i;40,50. 

F.  .M.  Vinton  received  $78.00. 

Wm,  Vinton  received  i$49.00. 

Abiel  Coombs  received  $24,25, 

A.  J.  Coombs  received  $35.00. 
In  August,  1805,  G.  W.  W'elks  received  $55.50. 
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In  December,  1865,  G.  W.  Wells  received  $80.00. 
lu  1866.  G.  W.  Wells  reoeivod  372.00— $75.00. 

COPY  OF  BILL. 

S(.utlibrid^n3,  July  9th,  1842. 

Mr.  Francis  P.  Pi-att, 


Bought  of  Ammidown  &  Son. 


82  pairs  Silver  slide  specs  at 

.$10.00 

^^2.00 

3     "       "     split,  at 

]  4  00 

3.50 

27     "       "     wire  turns,  at 

11.50 

2^.87»^ 

25     "       "     Jack  Downing,  at 

18.50 

.  28.04 

18     "       "     Ladies'  Specs  at 

11.50 

17.25 

5     "       "          "     Concave  at 

13.50 

5.621^ 

17     "       *'          "  Periscopic, 

15.00 

21.25 

2     "    Double  eyed,  at 

25.00 

4  16 

$139.71 

3     "        "  at 

21.00 

3.50 

fj^l43.21 

5  pairs  Silver  Ladies, 

11.50 

4.7i) 

4     "       "        "  concave. 

13.50 

4.50 

6     "       "    Slide  Split. 

14  00 

7.00 

$150.50 

Southbridge,  July  21.  1842, 
Received  payment, 

Ammidown  &  Son. 
April  2,  1864,  George  W.  Wells  commenced  work  for  R.  H.  Cole 
&  Co.,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  commence  the  making  of  specta- 
cles throughout  without  first  serving  three  years  or  more  time  to 
learn  the  trade.  He  was  eighteen  years  old  on  the  15th  of  that 
month. 

The  employees  at  that  time,  and  date  they  commenced  to  work, 
were  as  follows  :  Ebenezer  Edmonds  before  1846,  Francis  M.  Vin- 
ton 1846,  Charles  S.  Edmonds  1840,  Abial  Coombs  1849,  Hiram  C. 
Wells  1861,  Alpha  M.  Cheney  1852,  E.  Merrick  Brackett  1855, 
Adoniram  J.  Coombs  1857,  James  Freeman  1860,  William  Freeman 
1860,  James  W.  Bromley  1863,  George  W.  Wells,  (April),  1864. 

This  constituted  the  whole  force  of  employees  at  that  time  with 
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the  exception  of  William  Eeecher  who  came  in  occasionally  to  make 
dies . 

Mr.  Well's  bench  was  on  the  westerl}^  bide  of  the  Bhop,  beside  hi* 
brother,  Hiram  C.  Wells,  who  taught  him  for  the  first  month  how  to 
manufacture  silver  spectacles  complete,  also  the  setting  of  the  len- 
ses. He  received  for  his  first  month's  work,  $15.00. 

July  1st,  owing  to  dull  business,  there  was  nothing  for  him  to  do 
in  the  shop,  and  he  entered  the  employ  of  Daniel  Perry  at  haying 
on  his  farm  in  Charlton,  near  Dres.st;r  liill.  He  received  for  his 
sixteen  and  tliree-quarters  day.s'  work  .^85.00  and  board 

Mr.  Perry  kindly  procured  for  him  a  situation  in  the  machine 
shop  at  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.'s  Jiiills  at  Globe  Village,  Mr. 
White  being  tlie  foreman.  Hu  received  ;?>1.00  ])»jr  day,  ami  vrorked 
twelve  hours.  It  was  custouiary  at  that  time  to  go  to  the  shop 
before  breakfast,  having  half  an  Jiour  for  breakfast,  and  for  dinner 
at  noon. 

April  1,  1865,  at  the  request  of  Robert  H.  Cole  &  Co..  he  returned 
to  their  employ  and  learned  the  trade  of  making  steel  spectacles, 
working  with  William  Freeman,  who  taught  him  the  business. 
Commencing  with  May  1st  he  worktMl  for  him.st'If  luakhig  steel 
spectacles  complete,  including  tlie  setting  of  lenses,  and  wa.s  ))aid 
f  5.70  per  dozen.  The  goods  wei'e  called  "Fine  Steel  La<lies",  the 
best  line  of  steel  goods  then  made.  The  same  quality  of  frames,  or 
better,  are  sold  today  for  $1.50  per  dozen. 

September,  1865,  owing  to  some  misunderstatiding  in  regard  to 
quality  of  Avork  he  was  promised  to  make,  he  left  the  employ  of  R. 
R.  Cole  &  Co.  and  entered  the  employ  of  E.  Edmonds  Son  in  the 
shop  called  the  '"New  Spec  Shop'"  situated  on  the  left  liand  side  of 
Main  street  below  the  iron  bridge.  Here  he  was  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  steel  spectacle  frames,  and  the  price  paid  for  the 
making  of  frames  only  was  $4.50  per  dozen,  average  wage  $75.00 
per  month. 

At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  cousin,  Mr.  Alpha  M.  Cheney, 
in  behalf  of  R.  H.  Cole  tk,  Co.,  he  again  returned  to  the  old  firm  on 
the  basis  of  day  wage  of  $3.00  per  day  of  ten  hours,  his  work  then 
being  largely  on  tools  and  dies,  and  spare  time  the  making  of  ste«l 
spectacle  frames. 

Wliy  the  firm  could  afford  to  pay  a  boy  of  19  this  wage  is  yet  an 
open  question.  About  this  time  the  methods  of  manufacturing 
rapidly  changed  from  the  old  hand  work  to  partial  die  and  machine 
work,  and  a  very  large  proportion  of  his  time  was  devoted  to  die 
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and  uiactliine  work,  and  owin^^  to  the  tact  tliat  the  firm  had  no  tools 
and  machines  on  which  this  work  could  be  done,  quite  a  little  of 
his  time  was  spent  at  the  machine  shops  at  the  Globe  and  at  t\w. 
Print  Works,  thrt)agh  the  courtesy  of  the  Hanvilton  Woolen  Co.  and 
the  overseers  at  the  two  shops,  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Plerron. 

At  this  time  the  eccentric  rolls,  previously  referred  to,  were  made 
by  him,  which  was  the  first  application  of  this  principle  in  the 
tapering  ot  this  stock  for  spectacle  tfni])les,  also  the  first  Oraigleith 
stone  was  put  in  use,  prinuirily  for  edging  the  so-called  split  bi- 
focal lenses 

He  also  built  the  first  Lens  Cutting  Machine,  after  the  ideas  and 
drawings  by  E.  M.  Cole.  This  machine,  with  slight  modifications, 
is  now  in  universal  use  through  the  world  in  all  optical  factories 
and  job  shops. 

He  also  built  the  first  machine  for  jumping  and  forming  spectacle 
bridges,  and  many  other  devices  to  shorten  and  improve  the  method 
of  manufacture. 

He  invented  the  first  machine  for  peeiiing  or  knocking  on  end 
pieces.  This  machine,  with  slight  modihcations,  is  now  in  use 
throughout  the  spectacle  world. 

He  invented  the  first  machine  for  automatic  milling  and  tap])ing 
X)f  spectacle  end  pieces,  which  very  materially  shortened  and  cheap- 
ened the  jn-occss,  as  well  as  making  the  work  niore  perfect. 

January  11,  1867,  he  sailed  for  California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus, 
and  landed  in  San  Francisco  February  2nd.  He  soon  entered  the 
employ  of  the  largest  machine  building  shop  in  the  city  and  re- 
ceived $4.00  per  day  in  silver  for  his  work.  Gold  and  silver  were 
then  at  a  premium  of  from  '61^  per  cent,  to  42  per  cent.  Before 
leaving  for  San  Francisco  he  put  the  few  hundred  dollars  he  had 
been  able  to  save  from  his  wages  into  spectacles,  taking  thcni  to 
San  Francisco  and  selling  them  for  the  same  price  as  he  paid, 
thereby  paying  the  expenses  of  the  trip,  on  account  of  the  diuerence 
in  premium  on  gold.    He  was  then  21  yc-ars  old. 

He  again  returned  to  Southbridge  and  entered  the  employ  of  R. 
H.  Cole  &  Co  ,  August  22,  18(i7,  and  remained  in  their  employ 
until  January  18()9,  when  he,  with  his  brother,  decided  to  enter 
into  business  for  themselves.  These  years  wliile  in  the  employ  of 
R.  H.  Cole  &  Co.  were  exceedingly  pleasant  and  profitable  in  every 
parti,cular.  Mr.  Alpha  M.  Cheney  was  a  friend  and  companion, 
with  all  that  implies.    Mr.  Robert  H.  Cole  and  his  brother  were 
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vorv  kind  and  uoiisiderute  and  never  in  all  these  years  was  tlu>re  a 
word  or  expression  of  dissatisfaction  or  critieisni  by  either  party. 

In  the  interests  of  the  new  venture,  CI.  W.  Wells  visited  New  York 
and  points  of  New  Jersey  lookin;^  u])  location  for  the  new  industry, 
but  returning  to  Southl)ridge  he  purcha.sed  the  interests  of  Henrv 
C.  Auiuiidown  in  the  H.  C.  Amniidown  Co.  spectacle  plant,  formerly 
E.  Edmonds  Sous.  This  was  the  controlling  interest,  C.  S.  Edmonds 
holding  the  minority  interest. 

Ac  this  time  R.  H  Cole  &  Co.  oti'crcd  to  take  him  in  as  a  [lartner 
in  their  firm.  This  lie  declined  unlfss  arrangcnu-nrs  could  Ijt-  mad<! 
to  include  his  brother  Pliram  as  well.  Ui)()n  further  negoticitiou  it 
was  decided  that  the  two  conc\^rns,  l^obr.  11.  Cole  &  Co.  and  the  H. 
C.  Amniidown  Co  ,  should  be  nirrgrd  into  oua  concern,  and  the 
same  be  incorporated  under  the  name  ()f  ••Ameii^'an  ( )[)ticai  Com- 
pany."   He  was  not  yet  twenty-three  years  old. 

These  events  were  the  key  that  led  to  the  fdrmiiig  and  IcA-ariiig  ut 
the  American.  Optical  Co.  in  South])ridgc.  Tlicn;  were  at  this  time 
—  1868— thirty-five  h:inds  employe*!  by  R.  11  Cole  .V  Co. 

The  founders  of  the  business  were  ambitious,  yet  t-arefal.  They 
learned  much  in  the  school  of  exporience  iind  sought  information 
for  improvements.  The  W(>rkmen  were  few  in  numbe'r,  but  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  firm  and  companions  at  the  bench 
with  their  employers.  The  changes  that  come  witli  gr(jwiug  con- 
ditions are  seen  when  it  is  noted  that  the  first  name  upon  the  pay- 
roll of  other  uatiouality  than  American  occurs  in  IStU?,  a  perio«l  of 
thirty- three  years  after  the  opening  of  the  business. 
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AMERICAN  OPTICAL 
COMPANY. 


Read  by  George  W.  Wells, 


At  Mhbting  of  Socibty,  November  29,  1909. 


PART  TWO. 


LOWER  SPEC  SHOP. 
A  shop  wa-s  built  by  the  Central  Mills  Compauy  in  1865  on  the 
north  side  of  Main  street,  and  east  side  of  Cohasse  Brook.  On 
June  30,  186(5,  the  buildinr^  was  leased  to  E.  Edmonds  <fe  Son,  who 
made  steel  spectacles  here,  aiid  to  Theodore  Harrington  for  the 
manufacture  of  shoe  knives.  December  26,  1868,  the  tract  of  land, 
shop,  water  privilege,  the  right  to  the  penstock  leading  from  the 
canal  from  the  pond  below  the  Central  Mills  Co.,  an  opening  equiv- 
alent to  75  square  inches,  and  also  a  small  house  anrt  lot  ad- 
joining, were  sold  to  Henry  C.  Ammidown.  After  changes  in 
partnership  the  firm  making  spectacles  was  known  as  H.  C.  Ammi- 
down &  Co.,  composed  of  H.  C.  Ammidown  and  Charles  S.  Ed- 
monds; for  a  short  time  in  1869  George  W.  Wells,  Hiram  C.  Wells 
and  C.  S.  Edmonds  were  its  members  under  the  name  of  H,  C.  Am- 
midown &  Co. 

The  real  estate  and  water  privilege  became  the  prcnerty  of  the 
American  Optical  Compauy  May  i  t,  1869. 

On  May  10,  1873,  the  land  north  of  the  shop  was  sold  to  J.  M.  & 
L.  D.  Clemeuce. 

June  12,  1877,  Charles  Hyde  bought  the  shop  and  land  and  con- 
verted the  shop  into  a  tenement  hou.se. 

We  have  traced  the  growth  of  the  optical  business  from  the  small 
beginning  in  1833  by  Wm.  Beecher  in  an  upper  room  of  a  jewelry 
fitore  on  Main  street  to  the  organization  of  a  company  and  the  pur- 
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chase  of  a  building  and  water  power  on  Cobassie  Brook,  lower  Main 
street. 

On  February  26,  1869,  the  members  of  those  two  Jieighboring 
firms.  R.H.Cole,  E.  M.  Cole  and  A.  M.Cheney  of  Robert  H.  Cole 
&  Co.,  and  George  W.  WelLs,  H.  C.  Wells,  C.  S.  Edmonds,  of  H.  C. 
Amniidown  &  Co.,  met  for  the  purpof;e  of  uniting  in  one  company 
and  chose  the  name  "American  Optical  ('ompany"  because  it 
was  broad  in  its  scope.  The  object  defined  was  "to  manufacture 
and  sell  spectacles  and  eyeglasses  of  gold,  silver,  steel  and  plated 
raetala,  also  rings  and  thimbles,  and  such  other  like  articles  as  said 
Company  may  from  time  to  time  desire  to  make." 

The  firm  was  hjrmally  incorporated  March  6.  1S69,  with  R.  H. 
Cole,  President;  G.  W.  Wells,  Clerk;  E.  M.  Cole,  Treasurer;  R.  H. 
Cole,  E.  M.  Cole,  A.  M.  Cheney,  Directors. 

The  capital  stock,  .ii;-10,0i)0.00,  wa.<>  subseribed  to  as  follows:— 


Robert  H.  Cole  150  shares 

E.  Merritt  Cole  80  " 

Alpha  M.  Cheney  .  50  " 

Hiram  C.Wells  50  ■■ 

George  W.  Wells  -10 

Charli-s  S.  Edmonds  30  " 


Total  400 


They  agreed  to  buy  of  R.  H.  Cole  his  real  estate  situated  the 
southerly  side  cf  Main  street,  then  occujjied  by  R,  H.  Cole  &  Co., 
and  pay  for  the  same  i?1900  00  and  to  purchase  of  R.  H.  Cole  &  Co. 
all  machineiy,  tools  and  stock,  paying  not  over  ^12,800.00;  also  to 
buy  the  spectacle  shop  of  H.  C.  Amniidown  for  .$3700.00,  and  the 
stock  and  tools  of  H.  C.  Ammidovrn  &  Co.  for  ^^4700. 00. 

On  January  81,  1870,  Hiram  C.  Wells  and  Charles  S.  Edmonds 
were  added  to  thfe  Directors,  and  on  February  24,  1870,  20  shares  of 
stock  were  transferred  froDi  R.  H  Cole  to  George  W.  Wells.  The 
capital  stock  was  incren,sed  to  .-^=00.000.00  on  March  7.  1871,  and  has 
remained  at  that  figare.  Henry  C.  Ci-idy  and  Newton  C.  Cady  be- 
came stockholders  in  1873.  List  of  officers  January  1874: — R.  H. 
Cole,  E  M.  Cole,  A.  M.  Cheney,  H.  C.  Wells.  G.  W\  Wells,  Direc- 
tors. R  H.  Cole,  President;  C.  S.  Edmonds,  Clerk;  E.  M.  Cole, 
Treasurer  E.  M.  Cole  tendered  his  resignation  as  Treasurer  O^.to- 
ber  20,  1879.  George  W.  W^ells  was  elected  Treasurer  November 
21,  1879  and  Henry  C.  Cady,  Director  at  the  same  date,  to  fill  the 
vacancies.    R.  H.  Cole  resigned  as  President  February  9,  1891,  and 
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George  W.  Wells  u  an  ch-rb'd  to  thf;  pDsiti'^n  aii'l  liel'i  tbe  oiVicc  of 
President  and  Tr^-asuri-r  until  \v]i*-n  iiis  son,  (Jba.uiii I'tr  M. 

Wells,  was  elected  Treasurer. 

BRIEF  SKETCH  OF  BUSINESS  ORGANIZATION  FROM  18^;:*, 
WHEN  LOCATED  IN  THE  OLD  SHOPS,  TO  1872,  WHEN 
NEW  FACTORY  ON MECH ANICSSTRKET  WAS  OCCUPIEiJ. 

Robert  H.  Oole,  the  President,  in  these  (-arlica-  years,  atlen-u-d  to 
most  of  the  correspondence,  billing  the  goods  iiud  making  out  the 
orders,  whicli  was  often  done,  owing  to  tlie  limited  amount  of  busi- 
ness, '')n  s'Ta]is  of  ]jai>er,  bacl<'s  of  ej.i V'.'.iooL-s,  etc.:  previous  to  '09  or 
'70  h'.'  \vh<  in  the  luibit  uf  looking  ov^-r  most  of  the  good.-,  as  they 
canje  from  llie  Wf^rkmen,  df>ing  s(;m</  work  in  truing  and  wrapijing, 
shipijiiig,  etc.  ife  als'j  vjsited  the  trade  occasionally  to  kc-p  in 
touch  with  the  Nvants.  t()  learn  wliat  others  wore  doing,  anrt  to  be 
po.-ted  generally. 

E.  Meritt  Cole  was  the  Tre.isurei-  Hi.^  duti<-s  were  bom(;v,diat 
diversified  as  he  att(-nded  to  souio  of  the  corre,spon:ience  and  occa- 
sionall}"  took  trips  to  visir  tlie  trad  j,  He  Vv'as  mecbauically  in- 
cliiM;d,  so  h-'s  often  wo.."ked  upi'm  pfoblems  f<;r  shortt-niiig  x^rocessen 
of  liianufacturM,  at  tinu'S  nssjst'-d  in  getting  d(jwn  t>ifc  gold  aU'I  sil- 
ver stock,  and  also  in  in;iking  some  odd  styles  of  gold  ;;o.  ds. 

Aiplm  .M.  Cheney  employed  practically  all  (<f  his  cin.'  ^  in  n.elting 
gold  and  silver  and  getting  dovv-n  the  stock. 

Hiram  C.  Wells  was  ernphjyed  constantly  m  making  gol'l  and 
silver  goods. 

0.  S,  Edmonds  was  em]jloyed  on  similar  v.'ork. 

GeorgH  W.  W>Hs  had  charge  of  the  lowi-r  Spec  Shop,  so-'  uilwd, 
in  which  other  goods  than  gold  v,'».  re  miUJufactured,  and  ul  -o  had 
charge  of  setting  the  lenses  iu  frames.  At  this  timr-  nearly  all  of 
the  goods  manufactured  by  tlie  Company  vv'(.'re  fitted  v/u'ii  ^  yscK 
before  ther  left  the  factor}-.  There  was  a  lindted  call  for  iater- 
changeable  lenses,  whicli  were  also  edged  in  Ins  departmeu'-. 
.  This  little  shop,  30  ft.  long  x  24  ft.  wide,  two  stories  high,  con- 
tained ac  one  time  over  si:;tv  workmen.  These  two  floors  were  used 
for  workrooms,  and  the  l^aseuKnit  was  u,-ed  for  storage  purpos-s. 
Underneath  w;is  a  12'''  turbine  water  wheel,  which  furnished  p  ;wer 
for  the  shop. 

Hi.s  experience  in  machine  W(.rk,  tool  making,  etc.,  enabled  him 
to  do  quite  a  little  in  the  impi  ovenient  and  invention  of  machines 
and  methods  ^>t  producing  goods,  which  operations  at  the  time  he 
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learned  his  trade  were  practically  all  hand  work.  He  has  sine© 
that  time  taken  out  26  patents,  and  27  others  have  been  granted  the 
Company  up  to  the  present  time.  They  also  own  and  control  many 
patents. 

He  had  as  an  assistant  Newton  O.  Cady.  Mr.  Cady  died  in  1875, 
and  his  death  was  a  great  loss  to  the  Company,  as  he  gave  promise 
of  being  very  efficient  and  capable. 

Henry  C.  Cady  came  to  work  for  the  Compan}^  the  year  it  was 
organized,  and  held  a  position  as  cool  and  die  maker. 

As  can  well  be  imagined,  this  little  shop  was  a  hive  of  industry, 
and  altogether  too  limited  for  the  growing  business. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  business,  the  two  shops  were  found 
inadequate  for  the  needs,  and  the  water  power  insufficient,  so  a 
new  location  was  sought. 

January  10,  1871,  E.  M.  Cole  and  G.  W.  Wells  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  report  plans  for  power  and  site  for  a  new  shop. 

March  23,  1871,  it  was  voted  to  purchase  of  the  Central  Mills 
Company  a  lot  of  land  and  water  power,  lying  between  the  "Bone 
Mill"  and  the  shop  of  J.  M.  and  L  D.  Clemence,  for  .*S;2500.00,  the 
water  being  as  much  as  will  be  given  by  a  gate  14''  x  24'^  under  7 
feet  head.    It  was  kuown  as 

The  Royal  SxMIth  Privilege. 

This  was  a  portion  of  the  land  set  off  October  14,  1813,  from  the 
estate  of  Jedediah  Marcy  to  Joseph  Marcy.  It  has  passed  through 
the  following  hands  : — 

June  14,  1820     Jos.  Marcy  to  Jacob  Edwards 
Dec.  30,  1830       Jacob  PJd  wards  to  S.  K.  Ward  well 
March  4,  1837     S.  K.  Wardwell  to  Wm.  Edwards 
March  20,  1837    Wm.  Edwards  to  Royal  Smith 

This  conveyed  all  of  the  water  rights  with  the  privilege  of  building 
canals,  taking  the  water  from  the  river,  constructing  a  dam,  etc. 

June  22,  1838,  Jedediah  Marcy  deeded  to  Royal  Smith,  yeoman, 
the  privilege  of  building  a  dam  across  the  Quinebaug  River,  and 
raising  the  water  to  a  height  that  would  not  interfere  with  the 
privilege  of  E.  D.  Ammidown,  (the  present  Central  Mills  Co.) 
above  on  the  river  and  also  included  the  right  wliich  was  held  by 
Jedediah  Marcy  and  Samuel  Hartwell  obtained  by  a  deed  of  assign- 
ment from  Jonas  Lamb  February  15,  183G. 

Royal  Smith  appears  to  have  been  the  first  person  to  improve  the 
water  power.  He  built  a  saw  mill  in  1837  or  1838  and  a  grist  mill 
in  1842. 
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April  23,  1844,  Royal  Sinitli  ^^ave  possession  under  a  mort^^a^e  to 
John  Smith. 

March  10,  1853,  John  Smith  to  Wm.  Edwards.  The  laud  west  of 
the  present  Canal,  leading  to  the  American  Optical  Company  and 
lyiuf^  between  the  canal  and  laud  of  the  Central  Mills,  also  a  ])iece 
of  land  lying  easterly  of  the  u])per  end  of  the  canal  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  below  the  bend. 

June  18,  18')3,  John  Smith  to  C  -Ural  Mills  the  remainder  of  the 
Royal  Smith  privilege,  including  the  mill,  rights,  etc.,  and  cover- 
ing many  reseivations  near  the  head  of  the  American  Optical  Com- 
pany's canal, 

Dec.  4,  1858,  Central  Mfg.  Co.  to  Manning  Leonard  and  Chester 
A=  Dresser. 

Dec.  4,  1858,  S.  M.  Lane,  assignee  of  Central  Mfg.  Co,,  to  M. 
Leonard  and  C.  A.  Dresser,  other  rights  novv  belonging  to  Central 
Mills  Co. 

Dec.  4,  1858,  E.  D,  Ammidowni  to  M.  Leonard  and  C.  A.  Dresser, 
rights  now  belonging  to  Central  Mills  Co. 

Feb.  ]8'i3,  M.  Leonard  and  C.  A.  Dresser  to  Central  Mills  Co., 
present  Central  Mills  privilege  and  proi)erty  and  Royal  Smith  priv- 
ilege down  to  the  line  of  the  Columbian  Mfg.  Co. 

April  11,  1871,  Central  Mills  Co.  to  American  Optical  Co,  the 
parcel  of  land  on  which  the  present  Main  works  of  the  Company 
stand,  and  al.so  the  right  of  taking  water  from  the  canal  y)assiug 
through  said  premises,  for  water  power  equivalent  to  an  opening  of 
336  square  inches,  being  the  ordinary  flow  of  tiie  Quiuebaug  River 
under  7ft.  head  measuring  from  tlv,*  present  height  of  the  Colum- 
bian Dam  as  established  by  the  indenture  bel\veen  the  grajitors 
and  H.  C.  Amlnido^vn,  with  tlie  privilege  of  discharging  the  water 
into  the  Columbian  Pond.    Price  .'f2500.00. 

Apr.  1,  1873,  Central  Mills  to  American  Optical  Co.,  land  on  east 

side  of  Mechanics  street  and  the  privilege  of  drawingfrom  the  canal 

under  7  ft.  head  what  would  pass  through  an  aperture  of  :]:,  :  stinare 

inches.    This  tract  of  laud  and  i)ower  had  been  lea.sed  to  one  Cil- 

leapie,  whose  rights  had  been  jjurcdiased  by  .American  <h>fi^"'il 
Company. 

Apr.  1,  1873,  (Central  ]\rills  to  AnuM-ican  OpticaJ  Co.,  th'-  riglit  to 
use  Witter  from  the  cjinal  leading  from  tlic;  (^ainel)aug  River  to  the 
"Royal  Smith  privilege"  and  to  draw  water  through  an  opening 
equal  to  75  square  inches.  (This  is  equivalent  to  what  is  referred 
to  in  connection  with  the  penstock  leading  totlie  Lower  Spec  Shop). 
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July  24,  1878,  J.  M.  &  L.  D.  Gleuioiicci  to  American  Optical  Co.  a 
tract  of  land  of  00  fcuit  on  Mechanics  street,  crossing-  the  canal,  ad- 
joining the  holdings  of  American  (3ptical  Co. 

Jan.  19,  1881,  Central  Mills  Co.  to  American  Optical  Company 
the  right  to  draw  water  from  and  tlirougli  the  canal  established  at 
a  height  of  8!/,  feet  as  measured  by  the  indenture  between  the 
grantor  and  H.  0.  Amniidown,  an  addition  (jf  18^'  head. 

Mar.  18,  188-3,  Central  .Mills  Co.  to  American  Oinical  Co.  the  land 
and  baihlings  located  on  the  easterly  siiU-  of  Me(;lianics  street,  also 
the  land  (.ui  each  side  of  the  same,  the  dam  across  the  Quinebaug 
river  and  water  privilege,  subject  to  a  lease  given  to  Wm.  P. 
Plimpton  ex])iring  April  1.  18s'-5,  and  subiect  to  all  the  rights  which 
J.  M.  &  L.  D.  Clemeu(-e  may  now  lo  draw  water  from  and 

through  .said  canal  (|?14,0()()), 

The  building  known  as  Mechanics  Mill  \vas  erected  in  18(i<i  by 
Central  Mills  Co.  and  contained  L^ums  and  other  nuichinery  con- 
nected witli  their  mills.  Later  it  was  used  as  a  Bone  Mill  b}'  D. 
K.  Olney,  afterwards  as  a  Spoke.  Shop,  (vpt-rated  Ijy  Frank  Dean. 

Apr.  1,  1879,  a  portion  was  leased  to  the  Southbridge  Button  Co. 
with  power  to  t)ie  (wtent  of  15  H.  P.  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

July  19,  1881,  the  two  upper  floors  w(u-e  letised  to  t)ie  Providence 
Extractor  Co  for  a.  term  of  three  years.  The  Lens  Department 
was  l<»catfMl  lierefrom  18s:i  to  1888. 

It  wa^  moved  to  the  extensioii  of  North  street  and  nuide  into 
tenements  in  1900. 

Apr.  S,  188/.  Jacob  Edwards  to  American  Optical  Co.  land  on 
westerly  side  of  canal,  now  a  portion  of  the  Park,  dii'ectiy  opposite 
Main  Works. 

Nov.  II.  189(5,  Onesime  Dragon  to  American  Optical  (;o.  a  trian- 
gular piece  of  land  on  southerly  side  of  the  Park.  , 

Sept.  1898,  John  A,  Hall  to  American  Optical  Co.  the  land  and 
buildings  on  easterly  side  of  Me(;hanicH  street,  tlie  property  upon 
which  Wm.  P.  .Plimpton  built  his  shop  and  carried  on  the  Spoke 
business,  (removed  iii  ii)00  and  made  into  tenements  on  North 
street  extension  ), 

Oct.  22,  1898,  Central  Mills  Co.  to  Anu'rican  Optical  (V).  the  re- 
maining real  estate  of  tlie  Central  .Mills  Co.  east  of  Meclianics  street, 
including  the  "Interval"  through  which  the  present  canal  passes 
and  on  which  the  Carpenter  shop  was  erectx^d  in  1908. 

Mar.  7,  1899,  Saul  Donais  to  American  Optical  Co.  a  tract  of  land 
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with  buildiugs  adjoiuiiig  the  previous  holdings  of  Wdi.  P.  Plimp- 
ton. (Buildings  removed  in  1900). 

May  IG,  1901,  J.  M.  &  L.  D.  (Jlemonce  to  American  Optical  Co.  a 
tract  of  land  25  feet  wide  extending  along  the  southerly  side  of 
American  Optical  Co.  property. 

Nov.  8,  1902,  Caroline  Page,  her  property  lying  east  of  Mechanics 
street  and  north  of  the  so-called  Plimpton  property  nieiitioned  above. 

Apr.  20,  1904,  Onesime  Dragon  to  American  Optical  Co.  the 
Dragon  propercy,  west  side  of  Mechanics  street. 

Aug.  17,  1905,  Sophie  Lord,  lierproixnty  easterly  side  of  .Mfclumics 
street  and  south  of  North  street  extension. 

Aug.  21,  1905,  L.  N.  Duquette,  property  on  northerly  side  of  East 
Main  .street,  old  .Morton  prop(U'ty. 

1905,  property,  (balance)  south  half  of  Park. 

Mar.  18,  1908,  J,  M.  Dupaul.  jjroperty  on  northerly  side  of  East 
Main  street,  Dupaul  homestead. 

July  15,  1908,  Ellen  J.  Bartliolomew  decdad  to  representative  of 
A.  O.  Co.  all  her  real  estate  lying  on  the  (easterly  side  of  the  river 
opposite  the  Main  Works  of  tlie  American  Optical  Co.  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  kind  lying  sourlieriy  and  southwesterly  of  the  Cath- 
olic cemetery. 

1909,  a  tract  of  land  \\-as  bought  of  E.  T.  Torrcy,  loe:itrd  on  the 
hill  east  of  Bartholomew  purciiase,  about  7:2  acre^. 

Dec.  21,  1909,  Sc.  Onge  property  we.;t  of  Mecluuiics  street  and 
south*  of  North  str(>et,  block  aud  small  liousc 

About  Nov.  1.  19itf,  Amedee  J.  Lamoui-cnx,  L amoureux  honuv 
stead  on  Crystal  strrefc. 

When  Robert  11.  Colo  returned  from  Ea/opo  in  1872  the  iiew 
factory  on  Mechanics  street  \-,'as  vrdl  luider  way,  and  he  was  greatly 
disturbed  that  so  large  a  faetoiy  had  been  defid-  d  u])on.  feeling 
that  it  was  iuipossible  for  the  business  to  warrant  so  iarg-;  a  plant 
and  outlay,  an<l  that  it  would  not  be  likely  to  be  needc^l  f(^r  years 
to  come;  therefore,  hvi  advised  selling  not  otily  some  o.  the  real 
estate,  but  a  ])<3rtion  of  the  water  ])o\ver  that  had  been  seeurc^l,  and 
the  following  property  was  .sold: 

May  10,  1873.  American  Optical  Co.  tij  Wm.  Plimpton  tlie  land 
purchased  under  GiUespie  lease  (later  b :)Uei.ur'  back). 

July  24,  1873.  American  Optical  Co,  to  J.  M.  &  L.  D.  (lemence 
the  right  of  taking  water  from  the  canal  to  the  amount  of  128 
quare  inches  of  opening  and  also  the  right  of  75  square  inches,  be- 
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ing  the  amount  of  water  previously  drawn  through  the  pen  stock 
leading  to  the  Lower  Spec  Shop. 

May  10,  1878.    Land  north  of  Lower  Spec  Shop  to  J.  M.  &  L.  D. 

Clemence 

June  12,  1877.  American  Optical  Co.  sold  to  ^'harles  Hy.^e  the 
land  upon  which  the  Lower  Spec  Shop  was  located,  with  tlic  build- 
ing. 

July  1871,  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to  put  in  foundation  of  the 
new  shop  and  contract  for  the  same. 

October  11,  1871,  a  building  committee,  consisting  of  R.  H.  Cole, 
E.  M.  (^ole  and  G.  W.  Wells,  was  chosen  to  contract  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  shop  with  Leonard  Cutler. 

This  was  the  first  of  the  nuiiu  buildings  of  A.  O.  Co.  of  wood  con- 
struction, excepting  the  basement,  and  the  last  of  which  was  de- 
molished in  the  summer  of  1008  and  replaced  with  modern  factory 
construction.  It  was  a  three-story  frame  building  with  a  finished 
brick  basement  and  cost  $35,000.00. 

When  the  new  factory  was  occupied  in  1872  the  work  of  the  six 
originiil  members  of  the  firm  was  practically  on  tlie  same  line  as  in 
thu  old  sliops,  except  that  Hiram  (J.  Wells  and  (;.  S.  Edmon.ds  had 
charge  of  the  Gold  Department,  and  George  \V.  Wells  had  charge 
of  the  Steel  Department,  wliich  ',vaH  then  the  largest  department  in 
the  business,  and  included  metals  other  than  gold  and  silver;  also 
had  chargeof  the  lower  room,  or  stot-k  department,  where  the  metal 
was  gotten  out  for  the  goods  made  in  the  department  mentioned, 
tool  and  die  making,  machine  shop,  etc.,  as  well  as  general  super- 
vision. 

This  condition  continued  practically  until  the  business  had 
materially  g■ro^vn,  and  other  assistants  were  required.  The  appoint- 
ment of  H.  C.  Cady  as  Superintendent  was  made  February  1,  1886, 
but  long  before  this  he  performed  the  same  duties,  in  having  charge 
of  the  manufacturing  departments,  but  from  this  time  he  assumed 
more  and  more  of  the  arduous  duties  connected  with  the  growing 
business,  especially  in  the  organizing  of  the  rapidly  growing  dej^art- 
meuts,  both  in  building  of  the  plant  and  ecpiipping  the  same.  The 
Company  has  ever  been  fortunate  in  the  loyalty  of  its  manageiueut 
to  each  other,  so  that  all  its  work  has  been  planned  and  carried  out 
as  a  unit,  without  friction  of  any  sort. 

Thus,  not  only  the  supervision  of  the  work  was  directed  by  the 
members  of  the  Company,  but  the  detail,  also.  Many  of  the  improve- 
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ments  have  resulted  from  this  X)orsonal  and  practical  knowledge,  as 
well  as  the  design  and  construction  ot  niachinfry  especially  adapted 
to  the  needs. 

From  the  time  G.  W.  Wells  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
pany in  1879,  and  the  burden  of  the  business  rested  upon  him,  his 
time  in  the  far-tory  was  very  materially  eurtailed,  as  the  office 
duties,  visiting  customers  and  attending  to  otherbusiness,  kept  him 
away  from  factory  and  mech.anical  work,  much  to  his  regret.  The 
travelling  for  the  next  fifteen  years  devolved  exclusively  on  him. 
In  the  nineties  he  began  to  get  valuable  assistance  from  his  son.s, 
Chauning  M  ,  Albert  B.  and  J.  Cheney  Wells.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this,  he  very  likely  would  have  given  up  the  strenuous  life  of  taking 
care  of  the  rapidly  growing  business. 

Their  first  traveling  man,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hurlbert,  was  engaged  in 
1902,  the  effort  in  all  these  years  being  to  make  go'^ds  that  the 
cu.stomers  and  consum'-rs  could  not  afford  to  get  along  witlioat. 

Wo  can  merely  list  tlio  additions  to  the  original  building.-^  and 
equipment. 

MECHANI'  S  STREET  PROPERTY. 
1871  and  1872    Fir.-t  .Slioj.,  Iloor  space  20,700  square  feet. 
I!s7(j    Ice  House. 

1882    Mechanics  Mill  Pjojjerty  jnircha-ed. 

March  1882    Ad'liticjji  and  cxten-.i' .u  (,f  east  winga)i<l  fi-fjnt  (Plans 
of  Geo.  W.  Wells  and  U.  C.  Cudy  > 
April  188^)    South  extensi'jn. 
1889    New  office  (  Dejuolished  V.m.) 

Feb.  1891    Ext'/iision  of  east  wing  '.io  feet  nortli  and  connecting 
wing  27  feet  west. 
July  1892    New  Dam  .^2,500. 

August  1892    New  building  Exten.sion  Machine  Shop— first  mill 
construction  l>uilding.    Later  sheathed  witli  brick. 
1894    Powt-r  House  (Td  be  demolished). 

i8!i7  The  pitch  hipjjed  roofs  of  tlie  factory  as  first  constructed 
were  removed  and  flat  gravel  roofs  put  on. 

August  1898    Brick  Store  House— Demolislied  15^07. 
AxH-il  1699— PICO    Case  Building  and  wing. 
1900  Stables. 

May  1901    Gold  Filled  fPriudevillej  South  Sectirjii  of  factory. 
May  1902    New  Front  south  of  Adjiiinistration  Building  (Nor- 
oross  Bros.) 
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June  1902    Extension  of  Machine  Shop  Wing  (Priudoville). 
1908    Machine  D.  Basement  South  Extension. 
May  4,  1903    Administration  Building  ( Norcross ). 
1906    Addition  to  Gold  Filled  Building  Ea^;t  and  North. 
1007    (300    feet    Building,    live    srories,  extending   to  canal)- 
Demolished  Brick  Storehouse  and  two  wings.    (Built  in  1898). 
1908    Carpenter  Shop. 

1908  Steel  and  brick  building  in  place  of  two  wings  taken  down, 
the  last  of  1872  building,    v'enter  of  plant. 

1909  2  large  Storehouses  for  lumber  and  rough  mat^'rial. 

1910  Extension  to  Storehouse  for  ollice  for  Lumber  Departmeat, 
and  commercial  business  in  the  lumber  and  finisli  line  commenced. 

LENSDALE  BU.ILDINGS. 

,   1888    First  building. 

1888    New  Dam  Quinebaug  River,  Water  Wheels. 

April  1895    Lens  Storehouse. 

August  1895    Enlarged  Machine  Shop. 

June  1896    liaised  roof . 

1900—1901  Brick  e:frinding  Buildiiig,  with  concrc-te  fluors.  285 
feet  X  127  feet.    2  stories. 

Decemb'n-  1901    Engines  ()50  Horse  Power. 
May  1903    Brick  Oil  lee. 
February  1904    Enlarged  Lens  Storehtaise. 
August  1905    New  Water  Wlioel. 

1905  Moulding  Building— first  nuinulacture  ()f  Spectacle  Lens 
Blanks  in  United  States 

1906  Laundry. 

1907  Addition  to  Brick  Grinding  Building,  200  x  127  feet. 

1907  Steel  Fence. 

1908  Trestle  and  Siding  for  Freight. 

1909—1910    Cemont  Building,  etc.,  485x75  feet.    (4  stories) 
1909—1910    Power  House. 

Tlie  building  referred  to  as  being  erected  in  1909  and  1910  is 
entirely  of  rjinf,)iC3d  concrete,  not  a  particle  of  wood 
being  emi)loyed  in  the  construction,  and  the  window  sash  are  of 
steel  glazed  with  double  lights  of  glass  to  each  opening.  This 
building  is  to  be  the  home  of  the  lenses  after  they  leave  the  grind- 
ing factory,  and    here    they  will  be   iuspacted    and    those  that 
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are  to  be  made  iuto  iuterchaugcable  leiises  will  be  ed^cd  to  stan- 
dard sizes,  labeled,  boxed  and  made  ready  for  shiinuent.  There 
will  also  be  mauufacturin^^  of  jjarticular  classes  of  goods  in  tljis 
building  One  of  the  leading  oanses  for  the  erection  of  this  buiki- 
ing  across  the  river  was  to  get  rid  of  the  dust  from  the  highway 
and  the  locomotive  on  the  railroad,  as  dust  is  the  greatest  eneui}'-  of 
lens  manufacturing. 

The  grounds  around  this  factory  are  tastily  laid  out  and  well 
sodded.  In  the  rear  of  the  factory  is  a  large  ti-act  of  woodland, 
which  presents  the  appearance  of  a  ^v(KJdcd  park. 

PRESENT  EQUIPMENT  ( 1!)10)  OF  THE  WHOLE  PLANT:— 

Water  Power,  600  Horse  Pinvor 

Steam  Power,  P2i)0 
Oil— 0  Diesel  Engines,  i.OOO  " 

Electric  Light,  0()00  Incandescent  400  Horse  Power 
Floor  S])ace  H)10,  H)  acres. 

The  Power  House  just  completed  is  W)  feet  long  by  1 10  feet  wide, 
88  feet  high,  and  has  a  chimney  ls8  feet  high,  10  feet  in  diameter 
inside,  10  feet  in  largest  diameter. 

This  Power  House  is  entirelj'  of  reinforced  (tonci-ete  construetion, 
and  is  built  to  accomnu^date  contents  ap])roximately  as  follows, 
present  and  future: — 12-225  Horse  Power  Diesel  lOngines,  O-'iTo  K. 
AV.  Generators,  80  Piniel  Switcliboards,  ar>  iv.  W.  Motor  Driven 
Exciter,  35  K.  W.  Ste<-im  Driven  Exciter,  2-51)  Horse  Power  ?.Iotor 
Driven  3  Stage  Air  Compressor,  1-150  H(»r.se  Power  4  Stage  Steam 
Driven  Air  Compressor,  12  Feeder  Switches,  8  Generator  Switclies, 
6-350  Horse  Power  Boilers,  2-1400  Horse  Power  Hot  Warer  Heaters, 
1-2100  Horse  Power  Feed  Water  Heater,  1-50  ron  I-e  Machine,  1-8'^ 
Steam  Dj-iven  Centrifugal  Pump,  1-8"  Moto/*  Driven  Cen'-rifugal 
Pump,  2-1000  gallon  Fire  Pumps,  1-1000  gallon  Steam  Elevator 
Pump,  1-1000  gallon  Motor  Elevator  Ihinjp,  1-501)  galloji  Feed  Water 
Pump. 

The  large  subway,  connecting  the  main  I'at'tory  with  tlie  Power 
House,  is  1500  feet  long,  inside  diameter  10  feet  wide  by  S  feet 
high.  The  snuil'.er  subway,  connecting  the  Power  House  with  the 
Lensdale  Grinding  Buildnig,  is  200  feet  long,  inside  diameter  3  feet, 
6  inches  high  by  4  feet,  10  inches  wide.    These  subways  contain 
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the  piping  for  hot  water  heating  system,  steam  pif>es,  cold  water 
pipes,  electric  wiring,  etc.  The  one  connecting  the  Power  House 
with  tlie  main  factory  runs  iinderiieiitli  the  lower  floor  of  the  new 
Lensdale  factory,  and  is  covered  its  (entire  length  with  heavy  con- 
crete roofing. 

STYLE  OF  BUILDINGS. 

A  very  notable  feature  which  characterized  the  growtli  and  ex- 
tension of  the  A.  O.  Co.  has  been  the  constant  study  and  untiring 
efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  Compniiy  to  keep  well  ahead  on  modern 
ideas  in  building  construction  with  a  full  realization  of  the  impor- 
tance of  sr.ch  a  policy  upon  tlie  efficiency  and  permanency  of  this 
industry.  As  a  net  resvilt  it  is  significantly  "shown  '  that  there  has 
been  a  complete  evolution  wrought,  and  during  the  decade  just 
passed  the  plant  has  been  entirely  rebuilt. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  nature  of  the  products  handled  and  the 
special  requirements  thereby  necessitated  this  problem  has  involved 
the  following  questions,  all  of  wiiich  have  been  successfully  coped 
with:  Architectural  arrangement  and  appearance,  strength  and 
permanency,  fire  prevention  and  isolation,  nataual  lighting  and 
sanitation. 

Tlie  bAiiklings  c  rected  in  1871-72  were  of  wood,  and  consisted  of, 
three  stories,  the  basenjent  being  of  brick.  Tlie  main  part  was  45 
feet  square  with  mansard  roof,  and  wing  05  feet  long,  2C)  feet  wide 
extended  to  the  south;  a  wing  90  feet  long  and  2(;  feet  wide  extend- 
ed to  the  east,  from  which  another  v\'ing  45  feet  long  and  2(1  feet 
wide  extended  to  the  south,  as  shown  by  cut. 

The  construction  of  these  buildings  above  the  brick  basement 
was  entirely  of  wood,  as  were  many  of  the  additions  up  to  about 
1890.  Previous  to  this,  however,  the  outside  walls  of  these  wooden 
structures  were  filled  with  brick  and  mortar  poured  in  from  the 
top  to  insure  safety  from  fire. 

The  first  development  wliich  may  })0  s:iid  to  have  marked  the 
beginning  in  the  application  of  the  policy  of  progressiveness  in 
buildings  was  the  substitution  of  fliit  roofs  covered  with  felt  and 
slag  for  the  lii])i>ed  or  gable  roofs  of  slate,  eliminating  the  o1->jec- 
tionable  attics,  tliereby  reducing  the  fire  liazard.  Tliis  was  effected 
in  1897. 

In  1899  the  first  brick  and  timber  wing  now  known  as  the  north 
front  of  the  Main  Works,  was  erected.    This  settled  the  architec- 


185 


tural  design  of  the  front  elevation  and  marked  a  new  era  in  build- 
ings. Thenceforth  the  reconstruction  was  rapidly  advanced  and 
the  pleasing  appearance  of  the  front,  while  settled  upon  eleven 
years  ago,  stands  out  in  contrast  to  the  architectural  appearaiice  of 
many  industrial  i)lants  erected  today.  The  last  of  the  wooden 
buildings  occupied  in  1872,  center  of  plant,  were  demolished  in  1908. 

In  the  manufacture  of  spectacles,  eyeglasses,  lenses  and  sundry 
lines  which  are  characterized  by  their  small  bulk  the  multiplu  storj^ 
buildings  giving  a  large  floor  area  were  aduptcd  as  possessing  the 
greatest  advantages  and  all  buildings  with  the  exception  of  the 
grinding  plant  are  of  this  type. 

In  the  matter  of  fire  prevention  and  isolation  for  all  buildings, 
the  best  structural  practice  has  been  adopted.  Complete  autonuitic 
sprinkler  systems  are  installed.  Fire  doors  shut  off  automatically 
any  of  the  separate  wings.  Electric  wiring  is  entirely  enclosed 
within  pipes.  Many  steel  towers  with  wide  stairways  provide  for 
the  safe  exit  of  employees.  In  the  later  types  of  brick  and  steel 
buildings  a  Z-bar  construction  between  lloors  and  walls  would  serve 
to  ist)late  fires  and  prevent  spreading  from  one  floor  to  another.  In 
the  new  Leusdale  building  fire  proof  construction  has  ])een  used 
throughout  including  cement  floors  and  steel  window  sash 
(Detroit  Fenestra).  To  supplement  these  precautions  an  elaborate 
system  of  fire  pumps  and  apparatus  is  accessible  at  all  times  in  case 
of  fire.  An  organized  watch  is  maintained  at  night  and  a.r  all 
times  when  the  buildings  are  unoccupied.  Seriuus  damage  due  to 
fire  would  be  practically  impossible. 

It  is  interesting  as  an  evidence  of  progress  m  considering  the  de- 
velopments in  buildings  to  note  the  advantages  taken  of  the  most 
modern  structural  practice  with  respect  to  natural  lighting.  In  the 
main  front  the  size  of  the  windows  represented  the  most  advanced 
ideas  on  this  point  at  the  time  of  buildixig.  Back  of  the  Mechanics 
street  structure  the  great  wings  show  an  interesting  evolution. 
The  use  of  steel  floor  beams  permitted  the  narrowing  of  pilastt^rs 
and  correspondingly  greater  window  areas.  Subsequently  the  use 
of  the  Z-bar  construction,  mentioned  above,  permitted  fiirther 
extensions  in  window  area  so  that  in  the  wings  recently  erected  the 
windows  extend  to  the  ceilings  and  a  great  advantage  in  interior 
illumination  is  gained.  The  new  steel  reinforced  concrete  Lens- 
dale  building  is  an  example  of  the  latest  and  most  approveed  ideas 
for  factory  construction.    The  steel  sash  presented  new  possibilities 
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in  size';  These  windows  extend  from  floor  to  ceiling,  123^  feet  high, 
and  are  in  some  cases  21  feet  long. 

To  insure  even  better  iUumination  hue  shafts  and  belts  are  great- 
ly reduced  in  number,  in  many  cases  machinery  being  driven  from 
below  the  benches. 

Not  only  do  these  exceptional  lighting  arrangements  tend  to  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  employees,  but  th^y  greatly  reduce  mainte- 
nance charges  for  artificial  illumination.  Willi  such  an  extensive 
glazed  area  as  found  in  the  new  Leusdale  building,  however,  it 
would  1)e  a  difficult  matter  to  heat  the  building  in  severe  weath<!i' 
were  not  all  windows  double  glazed. 

The  same  liberal  policy  lias  governed  thf  ijisiullation  of  all  sani- 
tary arrangements  throughout  the  plniit.  Plumbing  of  the  best 
and  most  modern  type  is  used  exclusively.  Toilets  are  all  placed 
next  to  outer  walls,  allowing  direct  ventilation.  All  buildings  are 
kept  freshly  painted,  insuring  absolute  clea.nlim>ss  and  sanitation. 
Vacuum  cleaning  apparatus  is  in  constant  use'  througliout  the  gen- 
eral o  (flees 

In  the  strength  and  pennanetiey  of  buil'liiv;s  the  progress  is  nota- 
ble. Naturally  the  earliest  construerioii  was  enfii'ely  of  wood. 
Later  construction  introduced  brick  and  wood,  then  brick  and 
steel,  and  lastl}^  steel  rmnfoi'eetl.  conerete.  The  in'cessity  for  this 
additn:)nal  strength  in  bearing  increased  floor  loads  and  permitting 
additional  height  can  be  readily  understood. 

The  upper  floor  of  the  Administration  Building  is  what  might  be 
called  a  "Banqueting  Hall"  where  meetings  with  the  Foremen  or 
office  help,  or  others,  may  be  held  and  a  banquet  served.  The  size 
is  (11  feet  by  28  feet.  There  is  a  Library,  Dining  Room,  Kitchen 
and  Serving  Room,  where  meals  can  be  served  when  it  is  desired 
to  entertain  customers  or  business  licople  who  maybe  at  the  factory 
on  business  and  thus  save  time,  as  well  as  for  confereiice  f(U-  the 
Management,  Directors'  Meetings,  etc.;  in  additicm  there  is  a  Plio- 
tographic  Studio  of  ample  size,  with  outfit  e>f  cameras,  develoi)ing 
room  and  apparatus. 

The  Exhibition  Room  is  fitted  up  with  show  cases,  which  are 
fdled  with  samples  of  every  line  of  goods  manufaetured  by  the 
Company.  This  is  a  very  attractive  and  valuable  room,  especially 
when  customers  visit  the  factory,  and  somtjthing  the  Company  had 
been  planning  for  several  years. 

The  American  Association  of  Opticians  came  here  for  a  visit  on 
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Aug.  22,  1902,  were  carefully  conducted  over  the  works  and  served 
a  dinuer;  also  the  New  England  Opticians  on  May  17,  1905, 

The  dinners  to  other  visitors  and  heads  of  Departments,  office 
force,  etc.,  have  been  delightful  social  t)ccasions. 

The  exliibit  by  the  ('onii)any  at  the  Town  Hall  October  27,  1007, 
when  all  tlie  manufacturers  cuitributcd  to  aii  Industrial  Exhibit  of 
the  local  ijidustries,  was  large,  complete  and  attractive. 

From  tlie  early  days  the  linn  hus  been  alert  in  the  introduction 
of  mv)dern  improvements  and  additions  to  the  lands  of  goods  juade. 
We  mention  some  of  these: 

1873.  Gas. 

1874.  Rimless  goods  made. 
1880.  Gas  machine,  new. 
1880.  Telephone. 

1882.  Water  Supply  Company's  system  extended  to  Main  Works 
by  payment  of  a  bonus. 

1888.  Lens  Department  established  in  Mechanics  Mill  lUiilding. 

1888.  Bell. 

1884,  Machine  for  getting  down  "Sweeps", 

1884.  Trial  Erames. 

1885.  Dioptric  System  adopted. 

1889.  Paper  Boxes. 

1889.  Oculists'  Test  Cases. 

1801.  Automatic  Lens  Edging  Machines. 

1891.  Water  Wheel  installed  for  power  for  electric  light. 

1891.  Gold  Filled  Spectacles  and  Eyeglasses. 

1892.  Bundy  Workmen's  Time  (;locks. 
1898.  Printing. 

18i)4.  P'lrst  Catalogue. 

1894.  Process  for  grinding  Cylindrical  Lenses  bought. 

1895,  Eyeglass  Chains. 

1897.  Spectatile  and  Eyeglass  Cases  (2<)0  hand^  in  1907) 

1898.  First  Cable  Tramway. 

1899.  Piu-umatic  Tubes. 

1900.  Weather  Bureau  Reports  aud  Outfit. 
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1900,  Electric  Clocks. 

1900.  Tower  Clock. 

190.'5.  Westinghouse  Stokers. 

1904.  Rubber  Stamps. 

1905.  Filter  Press. 

1906.  Steel  Fence. 

1907.  Gold  Filled  Stock. 
1907.  New  (.'able  Tramway. 
1907.  Auto  Goggles. 

1907.  Diesel  Eugine. 

1907.  55  hour  week. 

1909.  There  were  5  steel  vaults,  with  time  locks  and  double 
doors,  aud  14  brick  vaults  ,  in  use. 

1910.  Exhibition  Room,  78  feet  by  33  feet. 
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LONDON  OFFK'E. 

Ov,-i!i<.c  t(i  tl'c  increasiui;;- (l(nijaud  for  ^oodii  niamifactarcd  by  tlio 
AnK'i'u-:iu  Oprical  (Nx  it  was  flt'c-i(]!Hl  in  1904  to  nncu  a  London otlice. 
Thi'  !^ana:'  wa,--;  fstahlislu'd  iu  tla^  .'-]niii.u'  t)f  Wiu:),  and  m  llHtT  a  now 
biiildinj^'  on  l-iatton  Oarden.,  London,  was  Ira.svd  ior  n  trrni  yearri, 
and  an.pli'  qr.avtor.s  in  the  same  \yvi\'  titled  nii  hi  a  manner  to  add 
ei-edit  to  the  lionie  concern.  This  lias  froni  :r.'^  oiii-jiing  been  in 
char^;e  of  t'le-ir  Loralon  rei)vescntat ive,  Islv.  J  .  P.  P;^therick,  aaid 
tlius  f:'r  luis  jnNtiticd  tJie  anticipations  of  the  njana.uenient. 

The  <  hii  a-o  olticc  wa:;  opened  Ji; iy,  I'.H  and  riic  New  York 
ofticc  in  February,  l!>iO.  Th^'V  expert  to  oi)en  an  ohice  in  ^-aii 
Franeisi-o  early  in 

In  Jaunary,  lidO,  t  iun' conuueiu-ed  lo  i.-suc  a  trade  paper,  under 
t!ic  nanu' ol'  ■' Aniortico",  in  tluj  ii.ieri-  ls  ot  the  American  Uj)ticai 
Co.  The  iatenlieii  is  to  mala'  J:no^vn  totlu'tyade  in  -e]i(  lal  the 
styles  ol  ^uoods  ruanufacturcd  by  the  (\viii|niny  a.ral  to  i;ive  .-avh  in- 
fornuviion  Vs'ili  he  oi  inrerest  and  vaine  ro  the  Irad''  m  ;;en','ral, 
and  ro  j^et  belter  ac<juiunted  ^virll  them,  ami  ilu-y  \virh  (])e'  romp;i- 
ny.  Thrs  i)ul>lic,Uion  is  ;^olten  up  \\  i. '  a.  i^rcat  deal  of  care,  is 
fhiely  illastnucd,  an^l  has  been  accep',  ;!  the  (i';i(le  as  a  .^roat 
assistance  lo  them  in  keei)iiij;'  in  toacli  \\'ith  the  ^',oim1s  manufam 
tari-d  by  the  « 'e'mpiiiiv. 

They  [.Ian  to  issue  in   lOU,    a  calalo.^ue  conlainini;-  a.bout  ;-o5 
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pages,  ill  which  all  liucs  of  ^oods  luaiuifactured  by  tlio  Company 
will  bo  illustrated  and  d(iscrib','d, 

Tho  American  Oi)tical  (.'o.  has  bout^ht  vlie  busiiK-ss  of  several 
optical  tirms: 

Septembers,  1871.    Edmonds  Bros.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Bromley  Bros.  Sold  to  George  Birdon,  1S7-1.  Sold  to  Americau 
Optical  Co.  about  1K78. 

Rhode  Island  Oi)tical  Co.,  .if  1500     A]n)Ut  1897. 

January  2.'3,  1901,  John  F.  Bnidy,  of  Providence,  sold  to  Henry  0. 
(Jady  and  (-Jeorge  W.  Wells,  representing^  the  interests  of  the 
American  Optical  (company,  the  bnsin(\'<s  of  tlie  Stevens  Optical 
<  'ompany.  July  28,  1901,  the  above  riglits  wi-re  transferred  by  said 
Cady  aud  Wells  to  the  Americau  Optical  Company. 

JiHJuary  1901,  th(i  American  (3})tical  (  o.  purchased  the  South- 
brifl^e  Optical  Company's  ]ilant  and  stock,  tools,  etc.,  located  nn 
Marcy  street. 

March,  1902,  the  business  of  the  Providence  Optical  Company 
was  purchased. 

December  1891,  the  Directors  voted,  sul)ject  to  the  a])proval 
of  the  stock-holders,  unanimonsly  to  subscribe  .t^o.OOO.OO  toward  the 
erection  of  the  building'  for  the  Young  TvLm's  Christian  Association. 
The  following  vote  was  placed  on  record: — 

Whereas,  the  Amreican  Optical  ('ompany  considers  that  it  has  a 
direct  interest  in  promoting  among  the  people  of  this  c(jmmunity 
such  social  and  moral  influence-' as  maybe  helpful  to  cultivate  right 
personal  h.abits,  and  practices.  And  to  dev(doi)  good  ( haracter  and 
personal  worth,  especially  among  the  ycjung  men  in  its  employ  now 
and  hereafter;  and 

Whereas,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  xVssociation  of  this  place 
has  thus  far  done  most  excellent  work  in  that  direction,  and,  with 
the  facilities  likely  to  b(!  secured  by  the  construction  of  its  con- 
templated new  building  adaj)ted  to  its  work,  may  largely  increase 
its  nu-ans  for  such  influemie  and  power; 

Therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  Associatiou  may  speedily  erect  and 
pay  for  that  building,  as  a  permanent  home,  and  that  the  young 
men  employed  by  that  Comi)any  may  always  feel  that  they  may 
justly  claim  an  interest  in  that  institution,  to  the  extent,  at  least, 
of  the  sum  hereinafter  named,  freely  and  cheerfully  purchased  for 
their  special  benefit; 


l^orn  in  Smiltil.ri.l-c  I  )eceml)er  i,  1845. 

Southl.nd-t--  rul)lic  Schools. 

Entered  employ  ol  Rnbl.  II.  Cole  &  Co.,  1869. 

IM;idr  .Superintendent,  1877. 

Klected  a  Director,  :87y. 


VOTED.  Uuaiiimously  that  the  Treasurer  of  tiiis  corponitinn 
be,  and  lie  is  hereby,  authorized,  for  aud  iu  itn  behalf,  to  subscribe 
and  pay  to  the  Association  aforesaid  the  sum  of  Five  Tliousund 
Dollars,  provided,  and  npoii  tlie  express  conditions,  that  the  same 
shall  be  used  for  the  construction  of  such  buildinj^,  and  that  at 
least  Seventy  Thousand  Doll  irs,  including  that  raised  or  expended 
for  the  pui'chase  of  its  building  lot,  be  subscribed  or  pledged  to  the 
fund  of  the  Association  devoted  to  tliat  object." 

April  28,  1006,  the  sum  of  .il^lOUO  was  subscribed  to  aid  the  San 
Francisco  sufferers  on  account  of  tlie  earthquaiic  calamity. 

Until  the  year  1884  all  spectacle  lenses,  excepting  a  very  few, 
manufactured  by  hand  to  fit  special  cases,  were  imi:)orted,  and  the 
growing  demand  upon  the  Company  was  sucli  that  it  was  iiracii- 
cally  impossible  to  get  a  proper  and  adequate  supply,  owing  ro  the 
indifference  of  the  foreign  manufacturers  to  increase  their  factories, 
as  they  could  not  believe  that  the  demand  from  the  United  States 
was  legitimate.  It  was  also  imi)ossible  to  get  goods  of  the  proper 
quality  and  sure  to  focus.  The  orders  were  often  a  year  in  beii?  <r 
filled,  and  in  some  cases  it  was  impossible  to  fill  orders  for  frames 
and  lenses,  which  was  the  usunl  way  in  which  goods  were  tlieu 
purchased,  for  tne  want  of  the  lens  'S  to  go  with  them. 

THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  MEMORANDUM, 

Memorandum  under  date  of  February  Jo,  1871,  showing  the  re- 
sult of  examination  of  imported  lenses  by  G.  W.  Wells.  This  un- 
reliability of  the  focus  numbers  in  the  pack-nges  as  they  were  im- 
ported was  an  important  feature  in  determining  the  Compai-y  to 
enter  into  the  manufacture  of  lenses,  so  as  to  get  something  more 
reliable  not  only  in  quality  but  in  focus.  The  first  column  (^f  fig- 
ures shows  the  marking  on  tlie  paclcage  as  it  was  received  frt  ui  the 
European  factory.  The  figures  at  the  right  show  the  ditfereiit  foci 
or  powers  of  lenses  in  tlie  package. 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  memoi'aiidum  coNcrs  l.j  numbers  from 
5''  to  oO'^  and  that  the  mis -focus  in  these  uanibers  was  so  giei't  as 
to  number  06  powers  that  wer '  represented  in  this  list  of  numbers. 
In  some  cases  one  number  contained  11  powers.  These  conditions 
were  unbearable  aud  led  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  manulacrur- 
ing  their  own  lenses 

5'^  (■»,  7, 
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11" 
13" 


8"  I  Pcx 
9"  " 
10"  " 


14,  15,  16, 


6,     7,  8,  9. 

V/,,  8,  HY,. 

8,  8 '4,  9.  9'x: 
8^^,  9,  'Mu,  10,  11. 

9,  10,  11,   12,  18. 
11,    12,  lo,  14. 

11,    12,  i;j,    14,    15,    10,    17,  18. 

15,    10,  18. 

15,    10,  17,    IS,  19. 

20,    28,  30,    ;;2,    34,  30,  38.  40,  44,  -10,  48. 

18,    20,  28,    30,    30,  38,  40,  48. 


In  1883  the  first  stejis  were  taken  toward  produ(;iug  leases  in 
Sonthbridge.  It  was  a  mighty  task;  there  were  very  few  persons 
in  this  country  who  knew  anything  ahcmt  the  practical  problems  in- 
volved, and  importers  were  prophesying  failure. 

April  1,  1883,  work  was  commenced  in  (>arnest  in  Imildin','- i.ui- 
chiner}'  and  getting  in  position  to  manufacture  splu-rical  len>(  s. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  machinery  was  ])laced  in  the  Mechan- 
ics Mill  building,  size  00  feet  by  30  feet,  two  stories  and  basement, 
and  on  January  18,  1884,  the  first  finished  lenses  were  i>i''-><li-iccd. 
Much  time,  labor  and  money  were  spent  in  this  venture,  with  some 
failures  and  discouragements.  All  the  machinery  produced  was 
condenmed  in  the  fall  of  1884,  at  which  time  there  were  80  spindles 
running.  At  this  time  an  entirely  new  system  of  macliiijcr}' was 
built  to  supplant  the  old  wooden  machinery.  The  first  iron  ma- 
chiner}'  in  the  world  with  the  old  Eiiglis]i  motio]:  was  installed  in 
1885. 

The  quarters  bec.'oming  insulhcient,  the  site  of  the  Columbian 
Mills  was  bought  of  George  W.  Wells  March  18,  1887. 

The  manufacture  of  Cylinder  and  Compound  Lenses  was  com- 
menced in  1893  and  the  dioptric  system  of  measurements  adoi^ted. 

The  Company  purciiased  and  operated  the  Ilardy-Delaney  patents 
for  grinding  cylinder  lenses  which  was  a  decided  improvement 
over  the  old  methods. 


FROM  HOLMES  AMMIDOVv^N'S  HISTOKICAL  COLLECTION 
VOL.  2,  1874. 


COLUMBIAN  COTTON  MILL. 

"This  mill  was  erected  in  the  year  1821,  and  burned  December  18, 
1844.    It  was  located  upon  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land  known  at  tiie 


I'.firn  ill  Sfniiribriilj^e,  .\uull.^t  i  •;,  iHy^. 
S«ullibridge  Public  Schools  until  Siiinintr  I'/i'-. 
Nichols  Acudtiiiy,  DwW'zy,  one  mkI  MM<r-li:ilt  ye:irs. 
I'hillips'  Academy,  Andover,  oiie-h:.lf  ye:ir. 
Mass.  Institute  'lechnoloyy,  three  year ,. 

FIntered  SJiijipin-^  department  AOCo  June  r,  I'^^i,  and  \sorU-d  f:.. f  ry  I  r- 
hours  a  week)  for  seven  years.       '1  ix;  book.-  <,i   ilie  .:'.mi-'"> 
November  i^^i  t"  •fi-S^-'  I"-""  ''•'>'-  ■''I'"'  '''^Z'  - I  '"' 

same  year  increased  to  $.;.<jo  jjer  day. 

Worked  through  various  office  department.'-,  s|.ciidiiif:  a.-,  mu-.h  iiine  as  po.-- 
faclory. 

In         commenced  to  call  ii)<on  cnsioiners  ea>i  of  K.ai):-a^  1  ity.  inakiiij  one  trip 

times  two  trips  a  year. 
I"lected  a  Director,  I  cbrnary  iH, 
Klected  Treasure  ,  I  ebrnary  9,  I'/j-;. 
l-.lected  Vice-l're:  dent,  January  C,  iiyo8. 


tiTi'-e  Xht}  Tmvii  oT  Southliiklgo  \vas  iiH-orinn-ati  d  in  ISIO  iis  tln; 
""Morris  Faim"  then  in  the  po.sbession ol  E<hvin  aiulLyn-^in  Morris 
-About  th^,  year  1815  tiny  nwule  a  partial  e,xciivation  for  a  canal. 
'1 1  i.s  was  tbefiijit  n  cvt.n  ei  t  lor  occupying'  the  water  poAwr  <-oji- 
uiected  with  this  privilege.  The  Morris  estate,  oonUiining  UK)  a<:;res 
land  (inolnding  tlie  'i)lack.^n)it]i  sliop,  which  lias  recently  Im-n 
tjisecl  as  a  place  lor  making  s]H.'ctacles  by  tlie  .'■-oiithbridge  OpticLil 
Co.,  ar;d  tlix'  dwelhng  lionse  opposit-e.  then  «s(hI  by  thf  Morrit->(.'S  as 
;a  shop  for  making  barrels)  becuinie  about  this  tinie  thv  ])r<)iXHrty  of 
Hon.  Jaiine!^  B.  Mason  of  Providence,  and  by  his  deed  of  IXx-.^nber  7. 
1817,  he  <x)nvt'y-tHl  the  whole  estate  to  Col  WilHani  Foster,  who 
;soki  the  same  entire  to  Major  Calvin  Anrinidown.  .A.pril  14,  1818,  in 
•(  f  nsidei^itioii  of  .^4()00.  Suhseqaently  th.e  right  of  watvr  tiowag** 
:ai;d  k)cation  lor  <lani  on  the  north  side  of  river  was,  aft^-r  some  liti- 
gation, obtain<„'<l  of  Jedi  diah  ?Nhircy. 

The  biisiiiess  was  condncteii  under  a  genernl  Y><^rt'iership  np  to 
the  year  18*2,1,  In  June  1825  the  Geuond  <  'ourt  granted  an  incoriw)- 
ration  of  the  Company,  capital  ^i^itJ.tXK).  The  manuf;i>etui-<;  ()f  ootfi  >n 
Avas  continued  from  that  time  until  1844,  wh-n  tiie  oiill  was  des- 
troyed by  fire,  and  the  affairf-,of  the  Com]uiny  went  inro  ]i(iuidaTiv)n 
for  final  adjustment,  and  the  entiiv  veal  estate  of  the  Coni]uniy 
became  the  property  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  D.  Amniiduwu,  January  22. 
.1849." 

From  other  sourcc^s  we  learn  that  the  persons  con  inhered  with  the 
firm  in  the  ea,rly  years  (1S2U82G)  wxire  Calvin  Ammi(k)wn,  Ebenc- 
zer  D.  AmniMown,  Mo.ses  Plimpton,  Samuel  Hartwell,  Samuel  L. 
Newell,  Stilhnan  Plimpton,  Sessions  Masnji  and  Joseph  Congdoji, 
the  latter  serving  as  Superintendent  and  building  a  brick  house 
Avliich  he  never  occupie<l.  The  Mill  contained  alvrat -jOOO  spindk  s 
and  80  looms,  and  cost  ;^40,000.  A  i)rofitable  business  was  oariied 
•on  most  of  the  time  until  it  was  (iestroycKl  by  fire,  which  .vas 
attributed  to  an  accident,  as  a  boy  Wiis  working  tliere  veiy  early  in 
the  morning,  but  som-e  claimed  that  it  v^as  ]i.*t  acoide)>:;ii  TMi-,' 
power  was  obtained  from  an  upright  shaft.,  around  whirli  Nathan 
Newell  was  o:iught  and  killed.  The  row  of  six  tenement  houses 
was  built  the  same  year  as  the  mill,  Oroat  excitement  was  causiti 
by  the  murder  of  Mrs  Milton  Streeter  by  her  husband,  in  th<' 
W(\stern  house  of  the  series,  and  a  newspapi^r  in  our  museum  con- 
tains an  illustrated  jiccxjunt  of  the  same,  iKjt  unlike  the  ju'esenr 
ulay,  in  sphit. 


'■'Tlir-  Mill  sfU'  and  wafer  power  I'viiiaincd  nnocr  u f)i(Ml  nntil  l^ofi, 
wlien  Ebeiiezor  D.  Ainiiiid()','.'ii,  ihroi^uli  tlio  aid  of  his  son -ii.-la w. 
Mr.  Barker,  of  rineitiiiati,  erected  a  l/n-k  iinl)  on  the  jireiHises,  and 
1>y  the-  assistanee  of  Holmes  Anire.idowii,  of  i>osroii,  lilleil  liis  mil] 
'A  ifi!  iTiacliiriery  in  the  Y(  ar  ]^i'>s.  and  co.n mfnej'd  tIk'  numufaeture- 
of  c-orto>i  jc'ans  and  liannels.  Tfiis  i-a-i)iess  w:i;-)  condneted  by 
Mi.dcolfii  and  Heni-y  C  ,  son;-;  of  Mr,  Aiu.ii  iriown,  to  wliom  the 
J.rojierty  bad  been  conveyed  by  deed  J.atvr  \l  bv  eanm  rlie  suli 
}yrf)])erry  of  Henry  O.  Anne.idou'n ,  No«.emb(  i-  i;^  On  tljf  "tii 

oc  Oetober.  Im;«'*,  tlie  f'srate  wa.^  von vyt  di  by  d(-ed  To  llmiry  T 
Ci'rant,  of  ProTidtmee,  E.  I.,  in.  (•■ 'i!si(i(>riil  oi'  >  ;;7,;)wu  (Tj-anr 
af-  once  eonunenced  to  met  ;i  mill  ..b  ji  )i .  riii.--  the  1) -iek'  mi'.I, 

^^'l^<•h  was  finished  iii  ]Su  .,'.tid  lided  "sviib  -I'lllu  .-[.indies  and  Id.'-, 
looms,  and  ]uit  in  npevjoion  with  other  necessary  nuicliinery  lor 
niakin;^^  print  cloths  June,  IStiT,'" 

EXTK ACTS  FROM  A  LETTER  KEOKLVED  FROM  W.  A.  IL 
GRANT  NOVEMBEli  2!b  l'J08. 

"In  fin?  spring,'  of  IHfiT,  HtMiry  T.  d'rant  ooniuienced  the  manu- 
faetiirt!  of  ])rint  cloths  and  e-ontinru-d  in  the  same  busin'  >s  until 
lS7(b  or  early  in  1ST7. 

In  July,  1877,  VV.  A  H.  Grant  and  brothers  Ixnij-dit  the  ]/roperty 
from  Frederick  Burgess  and  continiu'd  the  liiantifaeturc  of  print 
cloths  until  March  1',  18^1. 

The  pro])erty  was  idle  for  a  time  and  was  then  bought  by  Mr.  E. 
P.  Chaiiin  for  Mrs  Harriet  A.  Tyler  and  in  April,  lss;5,  was  started 
on  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarns,  and  \\  as  at)  contincd  until  the 
fire  that  occurred  in  the  early  fall  of  1884. 

The  property  remained  idle  from  the  time  of  the  fire  until  pur- 
cliased  by  George  W.  Wells  in  188(),  from  Mrs.  Tyler." 

Mr.  (^rant  goes  on  to  say  that  Southbridge  was  ble.ssed  intheoldc  i 
days  with  an  unusual  number  of  steady,  self-educated  men  of  strong 
individualities  wiio  had  the  courage  of  their  conviction.s,  and  gavw 
this  small  town,  without  railroad  conncu'tions,  an  un usnal  standing 
for  a  town  of  its  size,  and  the  seed  they  planted  lias  borne  gtuxl 
fruit  and  Southbridge  is  in  ver,y  manj-  ways  an  ideal  country  town. 

April  ]?,  1870,  Henry  T.  Grant  sold  to  the  Southbridge  Savings 
Batdi  the  Colunddaa  Property  for  a  consideration  of  :$]5,()00  00.  (  I 
think  that  the  Bank'  sold  this  property  to  one  Burgess,  and  later 
sold  to  W.  A.  H.  Grant  and  brothers.) 


1'),-) 


July  i,  ISSiJ,  Geoi\%'('.  W.  Wells  purciiased  this  pre iix^-ty  from  Ilarrif't 
A.  Tylui".  th(!  business  bein^^-  t ransuctcfl  tlinaii^'h  E.  P.  Olmpiii  on 
bo.baU"  of  Mrs.  Tyler. 

Marcli  bS,  1887,  G-eo;-^'e  W  Wells  rleedrfl  to  tbe  American  Oiitieal 
Co.  tbe  land  and  water  jidwct  Liii'  .wri  as  tlie  '■(,3t)lumbian  Privile;,''e." 

July  J8,  b<S8,  Mary  M  Grant.  Henry  T.  Grraut  and  Frank  P. 
Grant  deeded  to  Georj;e  W.  Wells,  the  tract  of  land  lyin.u'  on  the 
sontlierly  sifle  of  the  road  li'adini;  to  Sandi-rsdale,  and  ]yin^'b(^f ween 
tbe  s')-callod  "Fort  Snmter"  ]»roi;crty  and  the  raceway  Icadint;  fo 
tbe  Sandersdale  Print  Works.  Also  tract  of  land  on  tbe  nortberl)' 
side  find  bonnded  on  tbe  jiortli  ])y  the  Quinebau^  River,  east  by 
land  of  Ed  Hopwood,  west  by  land  of  ;^rantee,  formerly  tbe  Colum- 
bian Company,  and  soutb  by  tbe  bigbway. 

January  2(\.  1880,  George  W.  Wells  deeded  to  tbo  American 
Optical  Co.  a  certain  tmct  of  land  at  Lensdale  lying  between  the 
nntin  bigbway  and  tb.e  Railroad,  known  as  tbe  "Coal  Dump,"  ami 
buildings  thereon.  Tbis  is  tbe  property  on  wliicb  is  now  located 
tbe  siding  and  trestle  built  in  1908. 

December  1,  181)8.  George  W.  Wells  sold  to  tbe  Town  of  Soutb- 
bridge  tbat  portion  ot  tlie  Columbia,u  property  previously  referred 
to.  lying  on  tbe  northerly  side  of  tbe  Quinebaug  River,  to  be  used 
for  sewer  purposes  by  tbe  Town  of  Soutbl)ridge,  for  i(i^5,()00.00 

September  10,  1007,  tbe  Town  of  Soutbbridge  deeded  to  tbe 
American  Optical  Co.  the  same  tract  of  land  tbat  tbe  town  ])ur- 
ebased  from  George  W.  Wells  above  noted,  tbe  consideration  of 
tbe  sauK!  being'  $10,000,00,  com])rising  about  52  acres. 

June  22,  1908  Charles  O.  ISIontigny  aeedtnl  to  tbe  American  Opti- 
cal Co.  tbe  tract  of  land  on  tbt-  iiortberly  side  of  tbe  bighway  lead- 
ing from  Soutbbridge  to  Sandersdale.  Tbis  p)ioperty  was  formerly 
owned  l)y  Mr.  Grant  and  sold  to  G.  W.  Wells,  and  sold  by  him  t(-> 
Mr.  Young. 

Tbis  new  location  has  been  named  "Lensdale"  and  its  growtb 
bas  kept  pace  witb  tbe  Main  Works. 

A  brief  glance  at  tbe  statistics  shows  tbe  gain  : — 
Total  Sales  : 

1877    385,172  pair  Spectacles  and  Eyeglasses. 
Produced  in  : 

188H    1,804,280  pair  Spectacles  and  Eyeglasses. 

1897    2.281,908  pair  Spectacles  and  Eyeglasses. 

1902    8,0(;0,648  pair  Spectacles  and  Eyeglasses. 


190()  3,r>9S,472  pair  S])ectaclos  aud  Eyc-jlassos. 

1902  1,000,000  Spectacle  and  Eye^^lass  Cases. 

190(i  2,483,(520  Spectacle  aiifl  Eyeglass  CJases. 

1902  1,720  Oculists' Test  Cases. 

190{)  ::i.07f)  Oculists'  Test  Cases. 

1SH4  121,392  pair  Lenses. 

Is97  2,()()0,()7()  pair  Lenses. 

1902  4,128,780  pair  Lenses. 

1908  12,000  000  pair  L(Mises. 

1897  90  tons  Len?,  Stock  used. 

1902  140  tons  L(?ns  Stock  used. 

1908  418  tons  Lens  Stock  used. 

1897  1000  Eini)loyees.  '  . 

1902  1700  Employees.  -  ... 

1907  2000  Employees. 

li)09  2o00  Employees. 

1897  $425,000  Pay  Roll. 

1902  .  .fin 3,648  Pay  Roll. 

1907  $1,000,000  Pay  Roll. 

1909  $1,250,000  Pay  Roll. 

(This  does  not  include  Pay  Roll  foroutside  work,  buildings,  etc.) 

1897  Lensdale,  280  Employees. 

1907  Lensdale,  GOO  Employees. 

1909  Lensdale,  1200  Employees. 

1S97  Gold  and  Silver  used,  $5(;4,000. 

1902  Gold  and  Silver  usrd,  .$713,000. 

1907  Gold  and  Silver  used.  $87r),000, 

NUMBER  OF  SPINDLES  IN  LENS  GRINDING  MACHINERY. 

lOO.")  3544 
190S  (5144 
1911)  7407 

LABOR  DIFFICULTIES. 

The  Labf>r  Unions  have  seldom  attempted  to  influence  the  em- 
l)l()yees.  In  1903  there  was  more  activity,  and  the  lollowinn-  no- 
tices ^vere  posted: — 

"This  factory  will  he  closed  tonight,  and  renuiin  closed  until 


1888  1143 
1,S94  2035 
1!I02  2842 
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Horn  ill  Souihliri(lL;e  N i)\ tiiibci'  lu,  iSj-.?. 

Southt.ridKe  Public  Schools. 

Rutgers  Colleyi;  Preparatory  School  iS88. 

Rutgers  Colle.i^e  i88y. 

Harvard  1890-18^1 ., 

Entered  I.ensifalc  plant  of  the  A*  )L'o  (  )ctol)er  i,  iS.u. 

Devoted  ruiich  of  his  time  to  buildiiii^  ii])  this  most  iiiiporl.iiit  branch  oi  the  busines 
Klected  a  Dircclur  ['"ebruary  3,  uio2. 
l'"lecled  'I'reasiirer  January  6,  lyoS. 
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further  notice,  for  purposes  of  reorgaiiizatiou.  Wages  will  be  paid 
at  the  factory  on  demand.  Any  of  our  (']n])icyees  who  are  desirous 
oi  resuming  work  upon  the  reopening  of  the  factory,  and  who  wish 
for  information,  will  communicate  with  the  Superintendent  or 
their  foreman. 

Nov.  9,  1903.  .\:>IBRICAN  Optical  Co." 

"We  learn  that  a  story  is  being  circuhited  among  our  workmen 
that  tlie  Union  is  going  (o  run  our  factory  and  that  those  who  have 
remained  at  work  and  refused  to  join  the  unio?i  will  be  tlirown  out 
of  employment.  We  want  to  say  to  those  who  have  remained  at 
work  that  we  shall  continue  to  run  our  own  business  without  any 
outside  dictation,  and  that  they  need  have  no  fear  whatsoever  of 
losing  tlieir  positions.  We  shall  give  steadv  wovl-:  nnd  protection 
to  all  wlio  desire  work  in  our  fiictory. 

Nov.  18,  1903.  Amc.ric AN  Oj^tical  Company." 

The  trouble  indicated  in  the  al)ove  \\'as  practically  brought  about 
by  the  labor  agitators  coming  into  Southbridg,  and  endeavoring  to 
influence,  by  organization,  the  v\^orkmen  to  act  against  the  interests 
of  the  Company,  and  the  thi-eats  that  were  made,  which  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  carried  out  had  opportunity  otTered,  were  such 
that  the  management  believed— not  only  for  their  oven  protection 
but  for  the  interests  of  the  workmen  at  large— that  it  was  neces- 
sary' to  take  such  steps  as  would  terminate  this  eoiulition  of  affairs, 
and  enable  the  Company  to  run  rheir  own  l>usiness  as  they  had  (as 
they  believed)  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  their  employees,  in  all 
the  years  of  their  existence  From  that  time  on,  there  has  been 
absolutely  no  trouble. 

PRESENT  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COMPANY. 

George  W.  Wells,  Henry  C.  Cady,  Channing  M.  Wells,  Albert 
B.  Wells.  J.  Cheney  Wells,  Directors.  George  W.Wells,  President, 
(jhanning  M.  Wells,  Vice  President.  Albert  B.  Wells,  Treasurer. 
J.  (Jheney  Wells,  Clerk  and  Secretary.  Henry  C.  Cady,  Superin- 
tendent. 

AMERI(\\N  OPTICAL  COMPANY  E.MPLOYEES  1SG9. 


Armes,  William  H. 
Baker,  Me  teal  f 


Horn,  A.  O. 
Howe,  Daniel  M. 
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Bavlios,  Ge(3. 

Jacques,  L. 

Baylies,  H. 

Kimball,  H.  A. 

Bachelder,  Chester 

Lee,  Andrew  S. 

Blaiichard,  F.  G. 

Leland,  T.  J. 

Blait,  NelsoD 

Marble,  Frank  H. 

Bowker,  Jolm  W. 

Martin,  Alec 

Brown,  Daniel  V. 

McFarland,  G.  M. 

Brown,  J.  R. 

Mclntire,  Grin 

Gady,  Newton 

Mclutire,  L. 

Cady,  Henry  0. 

McKinstry,  Lemuel 

Cady,  Geo. 

McVey,  Robert 

Cady,  Franklin 

Mellony,  L, 

Gary,  Andrew 

Morse,  Henry  D. 

Clark,  John 

Olds,  Linus 

Cienience,  Daniel 

Pierson,  H.  E. 

Clenience,  Fielder 

Potter,  Chas.  A. 

Colton,  Henry  IVI. 

Pratt,  Chas. 

Coombs,  Abial 

Putney,  Ezra  A. 

Coombs,  Adoniram  J. 

•   Reynolds.  Monroe 

Cooper,  Judgou 

Rice,  Samuel^, 

Cook,  H.  A. 

Ritchie,  Felix 

Corey,  James 

Ruse,  Chaviiicy 

Corey,  Ella 

Senecal,  Pascal 

(Jovillion,  Felix 

Sonecal,  x\lex. 

Day,  M.  M. 

Sherman,  Benj. 

Duffy,  E. 

Silk,  Bernard 

Dnpaiil,  Jos. 

Starrett,  Henry  G, 

Douty,  C.  S. 

Stone,  Jos. 

Eccleston,  Lewis 

Swift,  E.  S. 

Eddy,  William  P. 

Tiffanj',  Austin 

Edmonds.  E, 

TifiFauy,  E.  P. 

Freeman,  James 

Tiffany,  Harlan  P. 

Freeman,  William 

Turner,  H.  C. 

Green,  Elon  R. 

Tully,  M.  J. 

Hager,  C.  H. 

Vinton,  F.  M. 

Hardenber,  William 

Ware,  Jos.  B. 

Hays,  John 

Welch,  J. 

Hibbard,  Jolm  F. 

Whi*^e,  Jas. 

Holmes,  Alfred  E. 

Wliittemore,  Albert 

Horton,  Horatio  N. 

Worthingtou,  Arnold 

Horton.  William  K. 
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Horn  in  Sdiilliliritl^e,  N'oviiiilicr  ii,  1874. 
Southtjnd^e  ruhlic  Schools  until  Snnnncr  jSwi. 
Worcester  Aciuleiny  .Se[)tcinhcr  i8gi  t<i  .M;ircli  i^uj. 

Prepnrini;  in  Worcester  Ac;uieiny  lo  enter  N'ale  iS.(^,  bui  iiiste^ui  decided  10  enter  the  t;ict<'ry. 
Went  to  work  in  Shi|)[anii  Dopartnient  A(  )t.'o  March      18.,  ;.     An  uli'.ce  l).>y  did  the  dii>iin^, 

and  runnin<;  iiriiuini;  jires.s,  and  helped  with  shipiMML;. 
Entered  Order  heparlnieni  April  _'8,  18114,  and  reinaiuei!  mi  that  work  lorahout  two  year>. 
Alter  that  took  nj)  general  oliice  work  and  niadr  yearly  calK  upon  the  tratle  as  lar  west  ;»> 

Chicago  and  Kansas  City.     1  .ast  re^idar  t  rip  in  ( )( L.licr  arnl  .\o\  cniher  umj. 
I'^lected  Clerk  of  c(iri)oration,  I'  ehruary  ^,  iq'j-'     Si-r\  ed  one  year. 
Ke-elected  Clerk  oi  corporation,  J;uiuary  7,  11,07. 
Elected  Secretary,  Kehrnary  o,  ujo:;. 
Elected  a  Director  Jaiuiary  o,  190S. 
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There  were  85  employees  in  all,  33  of  whom  are  now  living,'. 

Meu  who  were  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Optical  <  o.  the 
year  it  was  incorporated,  1869,  and  are  now  in  the  service  of  tlie 
Company: 

George  W.  Wells,  entered  employ  1804 
F.  G.  Blanchard,  "  "  18()8 

H.  C.  Cudy,  "  "  18»)9 


From  the  early  days  the  Company  has  expressed  itself  in  no  un- 
certain tones  upon  tariff  legislation.  In  18S8,  Mr.  Cole  wrote  an 
article  showing  the  growth  of  the  business,  He  stated  that  previ- 
ouB  to  1850  the  number  of  employees  could  not  have  be(in  over  six. 
All  steel  spectacles  were  imported  at  that  time,  a  fair  quality  selling 
from  $15.00  to  $18.00  per  dozen.  The  imx)oriers  seemed  deter- 
mined to  kill  the  business,  but,  under  the  tariff  of  1862-63  it  devel- 
oped quite  rapidly,  bringing  in  home  competition,  reducing  the 
price  of  goods,  even  under  high  wage  rate,  and  the  use  of  im- 
ported steel.  In  ISSS,  nothing  but  rough  lens  stock  was  imported 
and  a  better  article  was  sold  for  .^2.00  a  dozen  tlian  for  S8.00  and 
$9.00  per  dozen  fifteen  years  previously.  Since  so  large  a  percent- 
age of  steel  goods  was  labor,  no  farther  reduction  of  the  ])resent 
rate  of  45  per  cent,  could  be  allowed. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  and  resolutions  adopted  protesting 
against  further  proposed  reductions  in  duty  in  lS-'4  (?)  and  signed 
by  over  600  spectacle  makers.    This  was  addressed  to  (.'ongress. 

The  American  Optical  Co.  forwarded  a  letter  to  the  Senntorsand 
Congressmen  from  Massachusetts  in  1894  protesting  against  pro- 
posed reductions  in  duty,  since  the  product.s  were  •<•>  larg^dy  the 
result  of  labor  and  the  wages  ought  not  to  be  hjWfsrcd. 

In  an  interview  in  1901  Mr.  Wells  .stated  that  tlie  Company  did 
not  favor  a  reducdon,  for,  under  the  present  protectioii,  t]i(i  ijrices 
of  goods  were  constantly  decreasing,  yet  the  wages  paid  w^-r.^  in 
advance  of  those  in  foreign  countries. 


H.  P.  Tiffany, 
Andrew  ( "arey, 
Alex.  Martin; 
Pascal  Senecal, 


1869 
1S69 
1869 
1867 


TARIFF. 
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G.  W.  Wells,  always  a  b3liever  iti  protective  larifL"  for  home  in- 
dustries, Las  made  a  very  careful  study  of  the  .same  for  many  years, 
so  that  since  the  eighties  he  has  represented  the  Company  in 
Washington  before  either  the  Tariff  Finance  ("ommittee  of  the 
Senate  or  the  Ways  and  Means  (.'ummittee  of  the  House  at  the  re- 
vision of  every  tariff  from  that  time  to  the  present  yea.r,  and,  for 
the  most  part,  the  industry  lias  had  fair  protection,  as  they  have 
never  demanded  anything  unreasonable,  hut  simply  endeav- 
ored to  get  a  tariff  protection  that  -would  equal  the  difference  in 
cost  of  labor.  This  has  been  a  gn-at  factor  iu  building  up  the 
business,  as  without  it  the  business  neve]'  con  Id  have  prosp(!red  and 
it  wor.ld  have  been  an  utter  impossi i)iliry  to  have  .lone  anything 
in  the  lens  manufacturing  line.  It  has  b<'eii  imitossible,  liowever, 
to  secure  the  manufacture  of  lens  stock  in  tins  country,  so  that  all 
of  this  material  is  imported. 

T]ie  growth  of  the  Imsiness  has  ))eeri  steadj^  and  great.  It  shows 
what  hard  work,  skill  and  caieful  ]>Uiniiing  Vv'ill  do.  Tlio  founders 
were  men  well  known  in  our  nrUlst,  since  their  business  and  hctne 
life  have  been  spent  here. 

Ti)e)Miave  bei^i  id<:'ntified  with  the  i\  ligious,  social  and  civil 
welfare  of  the  town,  aside  from  the  iudiisUiil  piu'suits. 


Qumabaug  Historical  Society  Leaflets 


Read  at  Meeting  of  Society,  October  25,  l<)00. 


The  iuventioii  and  introduction  of  machinery  has  nrade  "the 
luxury  of  today,  the  necessity  of  tomorrow." 

Previous  jKipcrs  rejid  before  this  Society  has  shown  the  enterprise 
and  resoursefulness  of  the  manufacturers  of  Southbrid^'e  from  its 
infancy  up  to  the  present  time  ;  these  men  have  been  (juick  to  utilize 
new  inventions  and  ideas. 

Credit  for  the  invention  of  the  circular  saw  is  generally  given  to 
one  Gen,  {ieutham,  an  Englishman,  who  liad  nuvchines  constructed 
from  models  of  his  design  in  or  about  the  year  IT'JO  It  is  interest- 
ing to  know  that  Pliny,  the  Koman,  left  a  description  of  a  saw 
operating  on  a  similar  principle,  but  it  reuiained  for  the  Englishman 
seventeen  hundred  years  later  to  put  the  idea  into  practiced  sha]H\ 
While  he  was  inventing,  this  same  Gen.  Bentham  invented  the 
cylinder  planer  or  W(.*od worth  planer,  as  it  is  now  known,  in  1791, 
and  the  Daniels  planer,  as  it  is  now  known,  in  IW2 

The  first  circular  saw  made  in  this  country,  was  made  by  a  Now 
York  blacksmith,  Benjamin  Cummins  by  name,  in  1S14.  The  sixe 
of  this  saw  is  not  given  nor  the  manner  of  giving  it  "rensi<,)n." 

The  Daniels  planer  works,  in  a  modified  way,  on  the  same  prin- 
cA\)\e  as  the  iron  planer  used  in  machine  shops  ;  the  bed  of  the  planer 
travels  forward  slowly,  carrying  the  stock  to  be  phnu-d  with  i,  ;  the 
planing  is  done  b}^  a  chisel  or  gouge-shaped  knife,  carried  by  a  cross 
arm  revt)lviug  in  a  horizontal  i)lane ;  the  cut  is  m;ide  across  ihc; 
board — that  is  from  edge  to  edge  ;  boards  can  bv  i-Uoivil  this  way, 
but  it  is  slow.  A  modern  planer  can  do  in  one  day  the  work  of  a 
month  on  the  old  machine.  Two  nuichines  of  this  tyj^t-  are  in  the 
Hamilton  Woolen  Go's  carpenter  shop  for  planing  timber. 

It  is  only  during  the  hitter  half  of  the  last  century  tliut  circular 
saws  have  been  used  for  sawing  logs. 

The  oy^linder  planer  idea  already  mentioned,  was  carried  several 
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sf-.-ns  ijoarer  it«  preso:it  oiifTitioii  by  one  Wooflw^'Jith  who  [)aterited 
hi<  i iivfiitioiis  in  1828,  and  gave  the  machine  its  present  .'laiiit'. 

Tlie  foregoing  has  been  written  mainly  to  show  how  (iuick  our 
])re(ifcest^()!'s  adopted  improve?)ients  and  new  idi-as.  Witliin  twenty 
years  of  its  manut'actur(^  in  this  country  a  cyhnd(>r  or  Wood  worth 
])!antr  was  at  worlv  in  Southbridgc,  and  in  an  even  shorter  time 
after  its  application  to  sawing  logs,  the  ciicular  saw  mill  was  here 
also. 

In  IBI^J,  James  Gleason,  who  was  on  -  of  the  leading  men  in  Globe 
Vii  age  at  that  time,  started  a  shop  t\)r  wood  NS'orking  This  shoi> 
was  lomted  jnst  inside  the  entraiu-e  to  the  Print  Wooks  yard  on 
j\Iain  stret  t  It  was  afterward  moved  across  the  road  to  its  pri  s'-nt 
Inration.  It  is  now  the  lumber  shed  attached  to  tlie  Hamilton 
Woolen  Go's  carpenter  shoo  (A  saw  ndll  had  already  i)  iMi  bnilt 
v.M  V  ne  ir  the  present  brudc  store  house  on  Mill  street.  The  "big 
niiir'  was  built  in  )S;57  This  saw  mill  was  i)robabiy  Imilt  jii^t- 
b  •  ore  r.  1  it  ti  ne.  The  s  iw  mill  was  boneM]  sor»n  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  inill.  Owner  unknown  at  ])n'.sent  tinu'. )  It  was 
wl\ile  I\Ir.  (Tleason  was  at  this  location  t!iat  the  first:  cylinder  phmer 
ciaii'  to  Sonthbridge,  Tlie  nuikers  of  the  nnu^hine  sold  it  wirh  the 
e\clasiv(^  rigiit  of  territory  in  wh.ich  it  (;i;nld  be  used.  Elisha  r.Inr- 
do  -k  of  WinciitMidon,  mayor  of  the  city,  if  they  had  mayors  then, 
ami  later  head  of  the  gn^at  wo'xlcn-pail  industry,  had  the  planer 
rigiits  for  Worcester  c(ainty.  He  sold  the  riglu  for  Charlton, 
Dudley,  J^turbridL'-o  and  Sonthl^ridge  to  a  ^Ir.  Rvder.  who  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Shuttle  industry  Mr.  Rvdi-r  was  imr  satis- 
fi"d  with  the  v/ay  the  machines  did  its  work  (Tiaditi(>n  says  lie 
belted  the  machine  so  the  cutters  turned  backwark  ;  he becuinie tired 
of  his  Ixirgain  and  sold  his  right--  to  Mr.  Gleason). 

At  this  time,  J  M.  Olemence  had  learned  his  trade,  that  of  car- 
penter, and  was  in  the  employ  of  Mr  Gleason.  who  built  many  of 
the  dwelling  houses  in  Globe  Village.  Mr.  Olemence  was  trans- 
ferr^Ml  fnjin  carpenter  work  to  the  shf»p  to  do  machine  work. 

At  this  time  the  people  of  this  country  had  an  idea,  not  wholly 
outgrown  yet,  that  imported  goods  were  superior  to  the  domestic 
jiroduct ;  therefore,  boxes  in  which  cloth  g-(:K)ds  made  by  the  Hamiltou 
Woolen  Co.  wer-^  to  be  ]iacked.  wer(^  rolled  annind  the  print  works 
yard,  if.nd  foreign  lab<ds  put  on  to  give  the  cases  an  app  arance  of 
having  been  imported. 

Mr.  ('lenience  liad  made  boxes  in  the  old  shop  above  mentioned. 
l)laning  his  boi'.nhs  on  the  old  Daniels  tyiH^  of  ])1aner. 

In  1817,  18-18  and  184!),  Mr.  (\  W.  Weld  was  making  boxes  in  a 
shop  standing  on  the  site  of  tlie  present  auger  sh  p  in  Fiskdale  ;  the 
boxes  were  used  by  a  shoe  shop  in  Fiskdale,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
tannery  on  the  Brookfield  road.  Mr.  W(dd  used  a  stiil  more  ancient 
type  of  planer  :  he  ])laned  liis  b(nirds  by  hand. 

Mr.  Gleason  lacked  room  at  this  locavio>i  with  the  Hamiltoii 
Weolen  Co  and  bnilt  a  shop  near  tlie  dam  on  the  south,  sideof  West- 
street,  before  I8-ii>.    This  shop  was  run  by  steam  power.    He  also 
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bnilt  a  ?>iW  mill,  one  of  tlio  up  and  down  varH'ty,  ■ou  th*-  north  siile 
of  West  street,  just  below  tlio  waste  {^ates  at  fhc  "hij^'  ])ond"'  dan! 
The  o!  ank  sbaft  bioke,  one  day.  Mr  ('  W.  Weld,  always  fertiU' in 
expedients,  took  a  g-anjj;  ()f  men,  begaii  dig^inj^  over  the  riiijis  of  thi> 
old  saw  mill  that  burned,  found  the  old  cauk  shaft,  canied  it  up  to 
West  street,  and  put  it  to  work  once  mori'. 

January  1,  IVjol,  Mr.  Gleasou  sold  liis  box  shop  pro]:rtMty  and 
interests  to  Albert  MoKinstry  and  John  M.  (Jlenn-nce,  who  muk 
])ossession  July  1,  IS.')!,  under  the  fiim  jiame  of  McKinstry  <Sc 
CU'mence  Autonmtic  oiler»s  are  todiiy  a  jxHrt  of  the  e(iuipnient  ol' 
most  well-ordered  sht)ps;  they  had  them  iu  those  days.  At  the 
saw  mill  just  mentitined,  the  power  was  furnished  by  an  overshot 
wheel.  The  main  iK'arinf^  of  the  wlavl  was  lar^^e  and  partlv  (  ut 
of  water,  and  eaused  much  trouble  by  ^ettin^?  hot.  until  one  dav 
some  bri;^dit  Yaulcee  bored  a  two-inch  hoh^  in  the  Hume  above  at 
such  a  heijjiht  that  a  stream  of  w^ater  fell  exactly  oci  this  Ixuring. 
It  work''d  line,  until  one  day  the  old  trouble  b(^K^in  a^'ain  In- 
vestigation showed  that  an  eel  had  been  drawn  into  th<'  hole  by 
suction  and  stopped  the  flovv^  of  water. 

An  interesting  fact  is  noted  tluit  when  McKinstry  &  Clemenee 
took  possessiou  of  this  shop,  they  closed  for  two  weeks  for  repairs 
iiiul  during  that  time,  0.  W.  Weld,  who  was  in  their  em]ilr,y  as 
foreman  of  the  box  dei)aitment,  went  down  to  the  box  shop  of 
Iloyal  Smith,  located  where  the  present  shop  now  is,  on  Mechanic 
street,  and  made  boxes  to  keep  up  with  orders  Thes*^'  boxes  wi-re 
then  carted  back  to  the  Globe,  nailed  and  sent  on  to  their  destina- 
tion. 

After  the  yeiir  18(55,  this  <^ld  saw  mill  on  We.st  street  was  uot 
auuch  u.sed,  if  at  all;  it  is  all  gone  now,  and  has  been  for  many 
years.  When  the  penstock  rhat  carried  water  from  the  ])oud  to  th^ 
saw  mill  was  empty  and  wet,  it  was  great  sport  for  the  sehord  boys 
to  get  inside  <^f  it,  nm  and  then  slide  on  the  slippery  ])lankiiig.  but 
when  a  boy  fell  and  became  covered  with  slime,  his  bome-goiiig 
was  not  always  joyous. 

McKinstry  &  Clemenee  did  an  extensive  business  for  those  times, 
making  cloth  boxes  for  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.,  boot  and  shoe 
boxes  for  the  shops  in  the  Brooklields,  and  going  as  faras  Rockville, 
Conn.  Transportation  was  by  horse  powder.  They  also  made  sash 
and  doors. 

December  7,  1857,  this  shop  was  destroyed  by  lire.  Facilities  for 
fighting  fire  were  few, — no  city  water,  no  steamer,  no  Mellvili  or 
Tiger.  They  did  have  the  old  hand  tub,  as  it  was  called,  and  heroi(- 
attempts  were  made  with  pails  of  water  to  save  the  building  and 
lumber  ])iles  Tliat  night  Mrs  <'leinence,  not  a  robust  wonum, 
pumtK^d  a  well  dry  to  supply  the  bucdcet  brigade  with  water,  1:)ut 
it  did  not  avail     There  wns  no  insnmncc. 

A  new  shop  was  built  near  the  soutli  alnitment  of  the  present 
Kiver  street  bridge.  The  location  and  water  jiowerwas  leased  fixim 
the  Hamiltou  Woolen  Co.    While  this  was  iu  construction  the  busi- 
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nevs  w.LS  c jilt  nil .•(!  in  tha  baseiiiuut  of  the  old  saw  mill  oa  Wes:: 
street. 

A  dam  waa  br.il t  across  the  river  very  near  where  the  present 
bridge  now  is.  A  fliinn'  and  wheel  were  installed  and  the  new  shop 
was  ready  for  business. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  McKiHstry  retired  from  the  firm,  scllin^^  his 
interest  to  Mr.  L  1).  <  lemen(;(3  and  tlie  firm  of  J.  M.  &  L.  D. 
(Jlemence  carried  on  the  business. 

The  hard  times  of  1857  must  have  had  a  depressitig  effect  on  tlic 
shoe  shop  customers  of  this  lirm,  foi-  by  IHiK),  collections  for  boxes 
were  coniinf^  so  slow  that  Mr  J.  M  ( 'lenioiicH  went  twice  to  Brook- 
fipjd  to  see  what  could  be  done.  He  walked  both  ways,  so  in  case 
he  lost  tlie  account,  he  would  not  lose  sta,^:(!  fares. 

Tiie  first  saw  mill  for  sawing  li»i.,'s  with  a  circular  saw  in  South- 
brid^'e  was  put  in  operation  by  tiiis  lirm  in  the  winter  of  I8G;1  Tliis 
was  one  of  the  first  in  tills  sectioji  and  helps  sustains  the  claim  t  hat 
Southbrid^'e  has  always  been  pro;;rcssive.  When  the  trial  came, 
small  lotrswere  taken  here  and  the  lar^e  ones  to  the"u()  unddown'" 
mill  on  West  street  near  the  pond.  After  trial,  this  ord(  r  was 
rever.sed, — the  (nrcular  had  the  larf.,'e  lo^s  and  the  old  mill  had  the 
small  ones,  and  finally,  not  any.  This  new  plant  and  water  ])Ower 
was  scarcely  in  t^ood  runniufj:  order,  when  on  aeeount  (»f  inc^reasin^ 
business,  the  Haniiltan  Woolen  Co  l)uilt  the  "New  Mill,"  en  whar 
is  now  River  street. 

To  furnisti  power  for  this  ni'ill,  a  dam  was  built  of  sufficient 
heiijchr  to  flow  over  the  dam  at  rhe  box  shop  The  Company  Wtis 
willing  to  furnish  water  power  from  this  new  i>ond  of  theirs,  if  it 
did  not  draw  down  the  warer  To  do  this,  a  wlieel  of  turbine  type 
was  installed  just  below  the  south  end  of  the  spillwav,  and  power 
was  carried  back  to  the  box  shon,  a  distance  of  about  twenty-five 
rods,  by  a  rope  This  system  of  power  transmission  was  not  as 
(toiumoii  as  it  has  sinc<!  become  There  was  sr.ch  a  system  in 
operaticm  at  Hartford,  Conn,  At  this  time,  J.  M.  Clemence  was 
personally  taking  charge  of  the  sash  and  door  department,  keeping 
the  books  and  making  collections  at  night.  Owing  to  losses  by  fire 
and  the  loss  of  equipment  at  River  street,  he  felt  unable  to  stand 
the  exTieinseof  a  trip  to  Hartford  to  see  the  rope  drive.  Fortunately, 
he  had  sufficient  mechanical  ability  to  devise  a  system  of  sheaves 
and  idlers  to  su]>ixMt  tlie  rop<^i,  and  he  did  so. 

Dr.  Samuel  Hart  well,  in  adrlition  to  his  professional  ability,  was 
a  good  business  man  and  had  :i  mechanical  turn  of  mind.  Ho  was 
also  a  friend  of  Mr.  Clemence  and  advised  him  to  drop  his  rope 
scheme  as  impracticable  and  one  that  would  entail  a  money  loss 
that  the  firm  conld  not  afford.  When  the  day  came  to  make  the 
trial,  fifteen  or  twenty  men  were  looking  on,  ready  to  laugh  if  the 
work  was  unsuccessful  When  the  vvheel  started  the  rope  started 
also  and  exceeded  all  expectations.  The  old  doc^tor  threw  his  hat  up 
in  the  air  and  shouted,  "It's  a  success  ami  I  always  said  it  would 
be  ! " 
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When  J.  E  (■leiueiice  had  rcaohod  the  mature  u^e  of  seven,  he 
made  a  visit  to  the  shop  one  day  He  saw  how  the  men  put  on 
small  saw  belts  with  a  stick.  When  tlie  man  was  g(me,  he  tried  it 
and  put  on  the  beJt.  Elated  with,  his  success,  h(^  called  to  hisuncle, 
Mr.  L  D.  Olemence.  that  he  knew  how  to  put  on  that  belt  JNIr.  L. 
D.  (/lenience  was  skeptical,  but  the  yount;'  man  couviiiced  liim  by 
denu)nstratioii  that  it  could  be  dune.  Maiiy  lon^'  days  went  by 
before  another  visit  was  made. 

Tlie  water  power  of  tiie  Quinebau^-  in  the  early  '(JO's  was  nut  as 
durable  as  it  now  is,  for  the  Holland  reservoir  was  nut  tlien  built. 
There  were  three  dry  summeis,  J8(14,  1865  and  18(10  No  plant  in 
S  )uthl)rid>^e  had  steam  power  sulht,'ient  to  drive  all  their  \\orks. 
At  the  box  shop  they  waited  for  the  water  to  come  down  and 
worked  durii.j;  the  ui^ht  and  at  all  irregular  hours,  a  few  hours  or 
part  of  an  hour  at  a  time.  In  the  summer  of  IbW,  J.  M.  Clemence 
saw  INIr  C  A.  Dresser  and  said,  "Wy  (J.  M.  &  L.  D  ("lenience) 
have  been  burned  out.  di'owned  out  and  drie(i  out.  Can  you  let  us 
have  a  v/ater  ])ri  vile^i:*'?  "  Mr.  Dressei;  was  favorably  inclined  and 
on  ()(;tuber  1,  18()(!,  a  deed  was  si^iued  by  H.  B  Dresser,  clerk  of  the 
Central  Mills  Co.,  duly  authorized  by  the  corporarion,  conveying 
land  and  water  power.  In  tliis  deed  was  tlie  ri^bt  to  use  water 
throuj^h  a  gate  :>r  opening  fuurtten  inches  by  twenty-four  inches, 
or  opening  an  aperture  equivalent  to  3;i(>  sfjuaie  inches,  under  seven 
feet  head  The  reason  this  particular  size  was  taken  was  because 
Mr.  Dresser  had  a  wheel  in  use  at  the  Mechanics  Mills  using  that 
sized  gate  ;  also  was  conveyed  the  right  to  use  250  square  inches 
additional  water  in  time  of  sur])lus.  The  present  land  and  water 
poW'Cr  has  been  secured  in  almost  as  many  })arcels  as  a  patchwork 
quilt.  Following  the  above  deed.  In  consecutive  order  are  the 
following  : — 

Deed  from  Central  Mills  September  30,  18(5S,  con  veying  land. 
Deed  from  Central  Mills  February  20,  1860,  conveying  land, 
Deed  from  American  Oi)tical  Co.  conveying  land  and  water 

power  July  2.  1873, 
Deed  from  Chas.  Hyde  et  al.  March  1,  IS?;), 
Deed  from  Cenrral  Mills  Co.  January  li),  1881,  ccnveying 

eighteen  iiu^hes  additional  head, 
Deed  from  Geo  J.  Lamoureux  October  18,  1892,  conveyi^.g 

laud, 

Deed  from  American  Optical  Co.  May  16,  1901,  conveying 
land. 

Deed  to  J.  E.  Clemence  &  H.  H.  Clemence,  December  29, 
1904. 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  Royal  Smith  jjrivilege  on  what  is 
now  Mechanic  sti'eet.    As  stated,  the  deed  was  given  October  I,*- 
1866.    Work  was  at  once  began,  put  ting  iji  flume,  foundation  and 
digging  and  enlarging  canal.    In  a  way,  tlie  shop  was  cominu-  to  its 
own.    iioyai  Smith  came  here  in  1838.    He  had  a  saw  mill,  grist 


206 


mill  and  later  a  box  shop.  Ho  bou^^lit  his  planer  of  Mr.  Gleasori, 
ic  planed  one  sid(^  at  a  time.  This  box  slioj)  was  in  use  in  tlie  suii\- 
nier  of  1851,  for  as  stated  a  few  minutes  a'.,n>,  b  ixes  wia-e  made  foi' 
about  I  wo  weeks  for  J  M.  &  L.  D  (Uemence  on  the  very  spot  wliero 
the  shop  now  stands.  In  18rv2  Royal  Smith  n moved  to  Boston.  A 
]>art  of  the  foundation  wall — west  end — is  as  th(^  firm  fi.und  it  in 
1866. 

The  outdoor  woi  k  of  preparation  was  continued  until  December 
15,  1S()().  and  all  was  fairl}'  good  weather  until  tlie  very  last  day, 
Avhicli  was  cold  and  rouj^'h.  The  follcwin;^'  sprin<j^  the  building  was 
talcon  down.  The  floors  W'.u'e  sawed  into  sections  about  ton  feet 
S(piare,  marked,  and  taken  to  the  new  location  An  extra  force  of 
imm  \\'as  em])loyed  and  in  nine  days  from  the  time  the  rope  was  cut 
at  River  street,  power  was  appl  ed  to  the  planer  on  Mechanic  street. 

A  temporary  roof  covej-ed  the  maehitu-s  in  much  the  same  manner 
as  a  steam  mill  is  enclosed  at  the  present  time  At  this  time,  tlui 
only  buildinJ^^s  on  the  flat  lookin*;  north,  were  the  Mechanics  Mill 
and  a  small  cotta;^(}  near  the  railroad  While  the  roof  was  being 
built,  J.  E  Cletnence  had  a  strong  de.sire  to  go  up  on  it  and  look 
around  Mr.  J  M  <  'lenience  advised  hiin  to  go  homt^ ;  instead  he 
was  soon  found  still  higher  on  the  roof.  The  second  bit  of  advisp 
to  go  home  was  given  with  so  mu<!h  earnesmess  that  J.  E.  Clemence 
went  to  avoid  trouble  in  the  family. 

In  February.  1875,  J.  M  &  L  D.  rlcmetice  sold  tlu-ir  Mechaidc 
strc^et  pro])erty  to  the  firm  of  Douglas  ils:  Hyde,  of  whieli  I\Tr  Charles 
Hyde  was  a  partner.  This  firm  built  the  present  office  building. 
For  a  few  years  previous  to  1875,  this  corner  had  been  leased  to  Mr. 
M  K  Olney.  who  had  a  wood  yard  and  was  the  pioneer  in  t(nvn  in 
selling  wood  cut  to  stove  lengths.  March  1,  1S79,  (.'harles  Hyde  «S: 
Co.  conveyed  this  ])roperty  to  J  M.  &  L.  D.  Clemence,  who  resumed 
their  relation  with  the  cfmimunity  as  lumber  dealers  and  manu- 
facturers after  an  interval  of  about  four  years. 

In  sawing  the  lumber  from  the  sand  bank  lot,  across  the  river 
just  above  the  new  bridge  of  the  American  Optical  Co.,  a  cannon- 
ball  about  three  inches  in  diameter  was  found  in  the  interior  of  a 
pine  log,  said  log  being  about  eighteiui  inches  in  diameter.  This 
cannon-ball  was  bedded  i]i  the  wood  seven  or  eight  inches  from  the 
outside.  It  had  struck  with  sullicient  force  to  remain  and  the  tree 
had  grown  over  it.  As  this  was  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  years 
ago,  and  the  best  authorities  at  that  time  considered  that  it  .'as 
fired  there  by  an  early  company  ot  militia,  who  ]>r;]ctised  at  the 
cowtail  factory  loc^ation.  and  the  common  near  Baptist  cliurch. 
This  same  ball  was  fired  marly  one  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  now 
in  the  museum  of  the  Public  Library.  What  the  sawyer  said  when 
the  saw  crashed  into  the  iron  ball,  would  better  not  be  repeated. 

Some  of  our  townspeople  became  hysterical  some  fifteen  years  ago 
and  the  town  built  the  armory  so  as  to  be  ready  for  foreign  invasion. 
We  find  that  as  early  as  1810,  th(^  people  living  here  then  had 
organized  an  artillery  company  ready  to  meet  any  hostile  flt  et  sail- 
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iug  up  the  Quiiiebaug.    Tlie  caiiiiDii  was  takeu  away  in  LS  llj. 

It  is  as  easy  for  a  small  man  to  do  lirtk;  tiuu-^s  :is  I'ur  ;;r.'at  iiuiii 
to  perform  great  deeds.  Back  in  the  d;i3',s  (ft  the  sreiiui  slioj)  that 
barned  in  1857,  Mr  J.  M.  (Jk^mence  was  iuakuig  a  sfrtk-num  witli 
II  creditor.    The  amount  was  iipward  of  and  the  pa^nicu'^ 

bem:^  ui  money  Mr.  Uleiuenee  iia[jpened  to  lack  (jiie  cent  v>f  tiic 
aaiount  Wiiuted  He  aslied  if  tnaf  was  near  enough  The  crehitin' 
Huid,  "We  may  as  well  call  if  as  it  is  "  Turning  to  Mr.  C  VV.  Weld, 
J\ii-  (Jlcmeaee  b  orrowed  ..ue  ceMl  ai.d  i)aid  in  iuli. 

Anotiier  more  mo<lern  mstaiu-e  is  oi  a  customer  who  asked  if  we 
had  any  mu.i)le  ])Uink.  "What  is  the  price  per  thcjusand  feel';'  Have 
you  any  two  iache^s  tiiiek?  Is  that  the  Itest  3'ou  can  do?  Being 
rold  It  was,  he  said  he  wanted  a  i)iece  thre.j  feet  long,  two  and  one- 
haif  inches  wide,  planed,  for  a  pump  handle 

A  portable  steam  boiler  was  added  to  the  equipment  in  iSilo.  The 
boiler  iiouse  was  then  built  and  a  thiid  store-house  twenty  by  fifty 
feet  the  san.e  year.  An  addition  to  the  -hop  was  Iniilt  in  bS'jS  A 
f  airth  storedujuse  was  built  in  ISDh,  twi'hty-one  by  sixty  ;  asiation- 
ary  boiler  m  11)03  was  installed  and  an  engine  in  1907 

John  M.  ("lemence  lived  in  Southbridge  all  ins  life,  from  lb"20  ro 
]81)'J  Here  ins  character  w^as  formed  and  hxcd  ;  his  fnemls  and 
associatt^s  trusted  him;  tiiose  nearer  tj  him,  KA'ed  him.  He  was  a 
man  of  sound  judgment;  one  of  the  noble  ainisof  men  \vho  ht  Ij  ed 
make  New  England.    His  word  was  as  t,(.od  as  his  bond 

L.  D.  Clemeiice  also  s[)ent  all  his  life  in  Southbridge,  from 
to  lS:)i)4,  another  stiatly  son  of  New  England.    He  usually  had  his 
linger  on  the  political  pulse  of  the  to-yn     Interested  in  all  public 
affairs,  he  served  si^veral  terms  as  selectman.    It  has  been  said  of 
him  "he  was  too  honest  for  his  own  good  !  " 

John  M.  Clemenee  and  Luther  D.  Clemeucc  retired  from  business 
April  1,  181)8.  J  E.  Ohimence  and  Herbert  H.  Clemenee,  sons 
respectively,  tlien  took  over  the  business  and  continued  it  under  the 
old  firm  name  of  J  .M  &  L  D.  ("lemence  The  real  estate  was 
conveyed  December  2;),  1904  Several  additions  have  since  been 
made. 

The  firm  was  estaulished  to  manufacture  boxjs.  As  the  town  has 
grown,  a  gradual  change  has  taktui  place  in  the  kind  of  woriv  done. 
The  i»lant  is  still  known  as  "the  box  shop"  although  ])laning  mill 
and  lumber  yarct  would  be  more  accurate,  as  manufacturing  Imikl- 
ers'  supi)lies  and  house  finish  is  the  greater  part  of  the  pres^-nt 
business 

People  formerly  had  all  the  woodwork  in  housi's  painted.  An 
inspection  of  old  houses  shows  that  t!-e'\s  'nad  knots  in  them,  even 
in  those  days.  GJenei'ally  speaking,  the  limber  used  in  house  con- 
.struction  gr(!W  \\  ithin  a  radius  of  fifteen  miles  Xow  a  fairly  good 
lu)usc  ret)uir"s  its  maieri:il  fioni  various  jfaris  of  the  country  Tiu? 
su])ply  of  si>riice  cla])boards  from  Vcrni nd  is  [uactically  exhausied, 
and  most  of   the  c]ai)boards  on  buildings  now  being  erccied.  in 
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Southbridge  or  elsewhere,  come  from  Oregon,  frames  from  Maiu'^ 
and  New  Hampshire,  hard  pine  from  the  (Jarolinas  and  farther 
south,  cypress  from  the  sw^amps  in  the  Gulf  states,  whitewood 
from  Tennessee,  oak  from  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  bircli  and 
maple  from  Michigan.  These  may  not  all  be  found  in  one  building, 
but  several  of  tliem  are.  In  the  olden  days,  it  might  take  two  or 
tliree  years  to  build  a  house.  It  is  sometimes  done  now  in  as  many 
months,  and  finisli  lumber  must  be  kept  in  stock  dry  r(;ady  for 
use  when  wanted. 

Many  people  seem  to  think  houses  built  in  the  good  old  days  were 
better  because  the  frame  was  heavier;  but  there  is  more  lnmV)er 
used  in  rraking  a  modern  house  than  in  former  times  The  distri- 
bution is  diff(;rent.  Old  houses  had  a  heavy  timber  sill  lying  on  a 
wall,  where  it  was  not  needed,  a  c(»rner  post  about  twelve  by  twelve 
where  the  angle  formed  by  the  boards  (u»ming  together  is  of  itself 
sufficient  to  hold  the  corner  in  place  ;  the  studding  is  now  sixteen 
inclies  apart,  formerly  twenty-four  inches,  the  enclosing  is  now 
seven-eights  inch  thick,  matched,  w^here  it  w^as  formerly  one-half 
inch  round  edge,  ditto  floor  lining. 

This  industry  began  as  a  box  shop.  In  recent  years,  it  has  fur- 
nished and  manufactured  the  fini.sh  for  the  new  Central  Mills' 
ofifice,  the  residence  of  Mr  Joseph  Lacroix,  the  Columbia  Hotel  and 
the  Newman  Hotel  and  Parochial  school  now  in  construction.  The 
growth  in  the  quality  of  its  product  mav  be  measured  in  part  by 
the  distance  from  the  packing  case  to  the  modern  residence. 
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Tho  valley  of  the  (Quinabaug  River  soeius  to  have  had  a  peculiar 
cluinii  for  many  of  thos;>  who,  passing  fi  oni  the  shores  of  Mas.sachu- 
serts  Bay,  followed  the  Old  P.ay  patli  west,  and  passing  the;  plains 
of  Oxford  and  down  tlirou-h  the  hills  that  lead  to  tlie  valleys  of 
Woodstock,  and  then  turnin-  back,  iiiially  found  a  resting  place  in 
tho  valley  of  the  Q  lurib.ui-  river.  It  may  have  been  the  beauty  of 
this  valley,  set  here  amon-  the  eteriial  hills,  the  abundance  of  lish 
in  tho  river,  and  game  wandering  tl'.rough  these  forests  ;  it  nuiy 
have  been  due  to  the  peaceful  disposit  ion  of  the  praying  bauds^ot 
Indians  who  built  thedr  village  at  the  foot  of  the  Dudley  hills,  that 
attracted  these  early  settlers,  but  wliatever  tlie  cause  or  inllueiice, 
nnmy  passing  by  at  lirst .  afterwards  lednrned  ami  chose  the.inter- 
vales  of  this  beautiful  nver  as  th^-ir  abuling  place,  and  here  built 
the  homes  in  which  they  and  tlieir  descendants  have  since  rcMiled. 
They  were  a  st\irdy,  Ood  fearing  clu-s  of  ].e.)ple,  and  tlie  liglit.-  of 
religion  ami  education  soon  followeil  after  tlu;  JniiMmg  i*f  their 
l)riniitive  cabins  in  tiiis.  at  that  tiiur,  remote  land,  far  h\  -n  the 
friends  left  behind  in  liie  settlements  nearer  tlie  shores  of  the  ^leat 
ocean  they  had  crossed  "vitli  so  many  diriicidtii'S. 

Most  of  our  ancient  to  vns  a-nd  vilJa.-es  possess  a  certain  charm, 
joined  with  some  mysterious inlluence  whii'h  I  d  to  their  st'tilenient 
or  growth,  it  may  have,  grown  out  of  the  inenknts  ct)nnected 
with  the  early  settlem-nt  of  the  place,  or  its  rapid  -rov.  th,  or  some 
persoTial  peculiarities  that  have  had  a  marked  iniha  nce  up<jn  tlie 
development  of  the  place.  The.  village  of  Sandersdale  is  one  of  the 
places   whiclr  has  received    the  benelit  of  mysterious  wealth, 
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which  for  a  time  was  clouded  in  niyRtory.  The  first  known  settler 
at  what  is  now  the  village  of  Sanderdale,  is  said  to  have  heen 
Thomas  Cheney,  who  built  a  house,  some  say  the  house,  lately  (jc- 
cupied  by  Thomas  Sanders,  and  he  is  said  to  have  dug  the  well  on 
those  premises.  He  bouhgt  this  place  in  1780.  He  was  amon^^  tli(;  first 
who  bought  and  cultivated  lands  in  Woodstock  "Kekinuochaug"  and 
Dudley.  The  land  purchased  as  above  was  within  the  limits  of 
what  was  afterwards  set  oft"  as  Dudley,  and  witliin  that  part  of 
Dudley  set  off  to  form  the  Town  of  Southbridge  in  181G. 

Thomas  Cheney  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars  and  went 
to  the  seige  of  Louisburg  with  the  Mass.  troops,  and  while  there 
was  commissioned  a  Capt.  by  Gov.  Shirley,  June  30,  1745,  and  in 
April  1746  he  nuirched  with  00  troopurs  to  Northfield,  and  took 
part  in  the  defence  of  tlie  frontier.    While  .serving  here  he  attained 
to  the  rank  of  a  Colonel.    He  had  charge  of  the  minute  men  at 
Dudley  before  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was  nu)derator  of  tlie 
town  meeting  in  March  1775,  when  the  town  voted  supplies  in  an- 
ticipation of  the  coming  trouble  with  England.    He  liad  been  a 
Representative  at  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Concord  Sept,  19th, 
1774,  and  to  that  at  Cambridge  Jan.  2nd,  1775.    He  was  a  man  of 
large  property  for  those  times,  and  purchased  much  land  adjoining 
his  first  home  place,  including  the  W.  H.  H.Cheney  farm  near 
West  Dudley.    The  story  goes  that  his  command  of  ready  money 
came  to  him  through  an  a(^t  of  kindness;  that  while  stationed  at 
liouisburg  a  wounded  French  oHieer  w^as  placed  in  the  care  of  Capt. 
Chbney  :  He  however  died,  and  just  before  his  death  he  thanked 
the  captain  for  his  kindness  to  him,  said  he  had  no  immediate  fam- 
ily tliat  he  cared  about,  and  reveahMl  to  Capt.  Cheney  that  he  liad 
a  "large  amount  of  money  conceah-d  in  a  easement  in  the  hold  of  a 
vessel  upon  which  he  had  .sailed,  and  whicli  had  been  beached  and 
burned  by  our  troops,  and  miule  a  present  t)f  the  same  to  the  Caj)- 
taiu  for  his  care  and  attention  to  liim  during  his  sickness.  Capt, 
Cheney  took  a  file  of  men  and  went  to  the  vessel  ()stensil)ly  vO  se- 
cure the  iron  bolts  and  other  parts,  and  filled  several  barrels  witli 
the  spoils  of  war  and  shipped  the  .same  to  Boston.    Privately  he 
searched,  found  the  treasure  and  placing  the  moiu>y  i,i  ..n,.  of  tiic 
barrels  shipped  it  to  Boston  in  his  own  name,  where  it  renuiiiu  d 
lyin^  on  one  of  the  w^harves  until  his  return,  when  ho  claimed  the 
same  and  secured  the  money.    It  is  .^aid  that  he  liad  so  much  that 
when  he  filled  his  saddle  bags  with  the  same,  the  weight  of  it 
caused  his  horse  to  stagger.    From  this  unexpected  wealth  he  was 
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enabled  to  purchase  much  of  the  adjoiuin^^  land,  and  become  a 
leader  among  the  proprietors  of  this  si'ctioii  of  the  country. 

Tlie  Sandersdale  i)art  of  liis  prop<M  ty  eventually  came  into  tlic 
possession  of  John  Amniidown,  who  died  in  IS  14,  and  afterwards 
this  part  came  into  possession  of  Adololius  Aiiiinidown.    He  ])uilt 
the  first  dam  acrost  Lebanon  Brook  lu  ]S:;i,  and  erected  a  saw  mill 
near  the  same.    Tliis  mill  was  at  riic  soutli  end  of  the  Print  Works 
dam.    In  1815  or  181(5  David  and  Erastiis  Rolles,  who  came  here 
from  Woodstock,  Conn.,  built  a  dam  upon  Lebanon  Brook  and 
erected  a  shop  for  a  trip  hammer,  and  afterwards,  in  1845,  Chas. 
E.  Cady  erected  a  brick  building  upon  this  site,  in  which  he,  for 
years,  carried  on  his  business,  and  tlie  same  has  now  been  converted 
into  a  tenement  house.    Tliere  was  another  dam  upon  this  brook 
above  the  first,  which,  with  the  shop,  was  built  by  Isatic  Clarke, 
father  of  Judge  H.  J.  Clarke  of  the  local  District  Court,  who  niuved 
from  Rhode  Island  to  Southbridge  in  ]8'j4.    He  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade  and  formed  a  copartnership  with  Dea.  Marvin  Clieney, 
and  they  began  business  in  a  shop  standing  near  the  corner  of 
Hook  and  Central  streets,  where  the  Armory  building  now  stands. 
In  March  1839  Clarke  bought  of  Liberty  Brown  two  acresof  iand  and 
a  water  privilege  upon  Lebanon  Brook,  and  just  above  the  Cady 
shop.    Here  he  built  a  dam  and  shop  and  worked  at  his  trade. 
Some  of  the  time  he  worked  for  Marvin  Cheney,  and  some  of"  the 
time  Cheney  worked  for  him,  but  while  in  business  here  he  did 
work  for  Stark  &  Fuller,  cotton  manufacturers.  Chase  &  Hopkins, 
Dresser  Manufacturing  Co.,  Hamilton  Manufacturing  Co.  and 
Gibbs  and  Foster  of  Sturbridge,  makers  of  pistols.    After  building 
this  shop  and  while  carrying  on  business  here  it  occurred  to  Mr. 
Clarke  that  the  spindles  u.sed  in  manufacturing  could  be  made 
faster  and  cheaper  by  being  forged  under  a  trip  hammer  than  being 
made  by  liand.  as  they  had  been  m;ide  up  to  this  time  nnd  he  be- 
g;,'in  the  manufacture  of  the  Hame  by  thin  procea.s.    Abo.it  this 
time  other  manufacturers  of  spindle?  also  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  Hanie  by  a  like  process,  and  John  C.   Whiten  of 
Wliitensville,  hejirln;.^  of  the  success  of  Mr.  Clarke  in  mainifac- 
turing-  spindles,  came  to  Sandersdale  and  engaged  his  services 
for  the  Whitens  Machine  Works,  and  he  sold  his  shop  and 
privileges  to  Mr.  Cady  in  March  I84G  and  moved  to  Whitens- 
ville,  and  remained  in  the  employ  of  the  company  for  about 
twelve  year-s,  when  he  returned  to   Soutlibrldgo  and  died 
here.    While  In  business  in  Southbridge  the  wages  of  a  good 


i 


■  1 

i 

5 


■■'I 


i 


212 

workmjin,  in  his  line,  woro  f       per  day. 

(Jliarles  K,  Cady.  who  iiKiniifnctuixMl  at  this  placr,  was  foi-- 
morly  in  charge  of  the  siiiilh  dcpa  it  iniMi  I  in  Harris  i;r()s.  Ma- 
cliiiio  Mliop  a  t  South  Woodstock.  W  hile  in  hnsiiit'ss  in  Sa  n 
derdalc  )ie  nianufaeturcd  iiiili  ina(diiiu'r\-,  cd-r  tools  and  agri- 
cultural iniplenieiits.  lie,  whih'  in  poscssion,  Iniilt  tht'hricl^ 
bulldin*;- aftorvvardH  sold  hyPx'an  to  Mi-,  Sanders.  After  dls- 
posi n«2:  of  hlH  business  at  Saiideis(]ale  he  removed  to  tlie  cen- 
ter vllla^'o,  and  retired  from  hnslness.  His  sons  all  followed 
in  his  foots tejis,  and  heeanie  skilled  workmen,  and  t  wo  of  t  hem 
Xew^ton  and  Henry  ('..  have  been  su[»erintendents  of  the  works 
of  the  American  Optical  Co.  intliis  tow  n. 

1  n  IS.'U  T.uther  Ainniidown  purchased  the  Clieney  proi)t>rty 
and  erei;ted  a  dam  upon  the  (iiiinabau^;  Kiver,  and  e.xcavaled 
a  canal  and  enlar;4ed  tlie  d;tm  near  the  saw  mill,  and  in  1S;')."> 
he  duj;  a  race  w\'\,y  and  erected  a  mill  for  the  ma  nnfacl  ure  of 
cotton  <j;'Ooda.  lie  placed  machinery  in  this  mill  and  lje;;an 
'spinning  cotton  in  ISoG.  Darin;.;'  the  t  ime  he  held  llu'  |)roperty 
it  was  known  as  "The  African  \'illa;j,('  "  It  is  said  this  name 
was  <;-iven  on  account  of  th^'  dark  com|>lexion  of  the  owner. 
The  business  not  provin;jj  successful,  in  Dec.  ls'>()  he  sold  the 
property  to  Silas  II.  ivimball  f s a*  si  1  ,('00.  taking- in  part  [>ay- 
ment  therefor  the  Dresser  block  so-called,  this  block  is  situated 
on  the  north  side  of  MaJn  street,  and  Ims  Itecn  known  as  the 
Faulkner  Hous(>,of  late  years,  Mr.  Kimliall  ussocia  ted  with 
hiin  several  other  persons,  and  tlu>y  im|)''(n'ed  and  inci'eased 
the  prop(a'ty,  but  it  still  failinij,-  to  be  a  success  it  j)assed  into 
the  liands  of  assi.i^aiees  in  October  ISI.'S,  and  was  sold  .and 
purchased  by  Duty  lOvans  of  ('hei)achet,  K.  !..  who  held  a 
mort;j;'age  upon  the  same,  and  he  in  April  lSt7  sold  the  pro- 
l»erty,  oiK^-half  to  Stephen  D.  Ii'win,  one-fourth  to  Moses  ]\. 
Irwin  and  one-fourth  to  W.  .\.  .1.  Williamson. 

riie  Irwins  came  from  .Manville,  K.  I.,  wdiere  the  fath.  r 
Stephen  V.  Irwin  had  bet'ii  en;;a;;ed  in  manufact  urini;'.  I'pon 
assuminu"  control  of  the  villa:;e,  Mr.  Irwin  clian-ed  th(>  name 
to  Ashland  in  honor  of  the  home  of  llenr^'  Clay,  of  whom  Mr. 
Irwin  was  a  tj;reat  ad  mirer.  Mi-.  Irwin  was  operatiuL;'  a,  mill 
at  .Manville,  H.  1 .,  durin;;  the  time  of  th(^  Doia-  reb  -llion,  and 
the  mill  was  at  one  tinu.'  turnec!  into  barracks  to  actomodate 
the  ata,te  troops.  1  have  heard  Mr.  Irwin  <;lve  a  ^^raphic  ac- 
count of  the  e  vcitement  at  that  time,  and  esiiecially  when  an 
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attack  wa.8  cxpoclcd  from  tlio  Dcjri'itcs.  If  1  ivc-ollcct  cor- 
n'ctly  Mr.  Irwin  imish'rtM]  his  (Miiijloyi'cs,  and  was  Captain  ol 
a  (•( )iiipanv  of  tlu' sa  Mit' (1  in'in;4'  ih.'  i-cbeilioit.  Tin'  'ihov  .'  iiaiii.Ml 
iiUMi  Oi)eratLMl  tlif  mil!  foi-  about  two  \a'ars,  uiicii  it  was 
(lostroytMl  by  tiiH',  Mr.  ii'wiii  was  a,  woMiin-fiilly  well  (n-cscrviMl 
man  dnriii;^'  his  h-ist  years,  and  friMiucnily,  wlicn  in  my  ollicc, 
wonld,  if  sti-an,L;(M-s  were  p'"<'-^<'nt  lead  tlic  cons-crsa  tion  to  the 
mattor  of  a.u^'c,  and  ask  p('opl(>  to  {^iicss  his  a'j,t\  and  tlir  uncss 
would  nsnally  Ix-  from  7i>  t(.)  7.")  years,  w  hik'  he  wonld  «'huckl(' 
and  say  that  if  he  lived  nnitl  the  next  t'onrth  of  .Inly  he 
would  lu!  1)7  or  !)S,  as  it  nn<;-ht  be.  lie  was  aelive  a,nd  'about 
town  until  a  short  time  before  his  death  lb'  died  |),-e.  3h.  lM)r> 
in  his  !)!)th  year. 

T  his  priviie.u;'e  then  r.'nmineMl  unoc<-upied  until  ^^•b.  l!),  isiM 
wh(Mi  it  was  |)undi,ised  by  ,1  a  mes  Sandei-s  a  ;su  •et-.-.sf ul  manu- 
fa.etnrer  who  had  been  en;.;ai;('d  in.  printin<_v  Imsiness  in  ('|-omi»- 
ton.  R.  I.  He  (irst  purchased  the  Ashland  estate  and  privi- 
leges amoun  tinij,'  to-'M  aci-es,  then  b;(i  aer-'s  of  Ailolphus  .Vm- 
midown  ^md  L'O  acres  of  .iames  I'ean,  the  iatb.U'  beim;-  the  [>ro- 
[)erty  formerlv  owned  !)y  Charles  10.  Cady,  with  th.-  shoi> 
theroa.  To  induce  Mr.  Samh-rs  to  lo.-ate  ia  Southbi-idj,-  '  m  inv 
of  the  locnl  bnsiu'-ss  men  subscribi'd  money  to  assist  in  the 
I)urchase  of  the  .Vinmidown  faian,  and  it  was  lirst  eonN  eycd  to 
(Jliestiu-  .V.  I)i'(\sser,  and  by  him  to  Mr.  Sa  ml-j's,  a  ml  by  thes(> 
transactions  Mr.  S.i.aders  came  into  pos  ^''ssion  of  some  p,)i) 
acres  of  land,  beside  (hi-  water  [)owers.  In  IS!')!;  lie  furlher  [)ur- 
chase«l  the  Vinton  t\arm  .ind  theTlinrstoa  tarm,  amounting- 
to  I!)."*  aia-i's  more,  mnkin--  the  tota.l  holilin_;-s  of  .Mr.  Sanders 
abont  100  aci-es  of  li  nd,  with  the  wa  tei-  privilf-vs  a  p[ )  n  id"na  n  I 
there(m,  and  the  vill;i,-'e  of  .\shland,  (  known  for  ;i  t  ime  dui-in;^- 
the  Civil  War,  aslslnnd  Xo.  lo)  was  renamed,  and  hassinif 
tha.t  time  been  km>wn  as  Sandersdale. 

In  l.'^i;.")  Mr.  Sanders  m:ide  extettsive  improvements  n[)on  'he 
dam  canal  ami  wa  tei-  i)ri vileut' a,nd  erecti'il  the  ^;rist  mill  and 
maciiine  sho[)  near  the  lower  dam.  In  I'^Cm  he  laitl  I  he  fuumla- 
tions  foi-  the  extensi\-e  In-ick  bnildin^.-^  for  the  I'l-int  W'oi-ks, 
a.n(l  linislnMl  tlie  sa me  in  IsOi),  and  moved  his  m:iclnnei-y  fi-om 
Rhode  Island  into  the  mil!  at  S-i  nd''r-.d;i  le.  .\bout  this  time 
there  was  a,  ;;reat  depression  in  l)Usinessand  a,  linancial  panic, 
and  people  who  h.ail  pronnsed  linancial  assistance  in  promot- 
ing;- the  business  failed  to  furnish  the  pi-omised  funds,  and  the 
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result  was  that  no  business  was  carried  on  in  the  new  mill 
by  Mr.  James  Sanders,  and  non(i  until  the  mill  and  macldnery 
was  leased  to  Thomas  and  James  M.  Sanders,  soum  of  .Jn.mes 
Sanders,  tlie  ofi;;ina,l  promoter  of  the  works,  ^jud  eai'ly  in  1874 
the  business  of  calico  printing;  was  started  by  'I'homas  and 
J.  11.  Sanders,  and  the  samt;  was  carried  on  as  ;i  firm  until 
l)ecemh<'r,  ISS."),  when  JacoD  liooth  joined  tliem  in  tli<'  l)usi- 
ness,  and  a  corporation  was  formed  and  known  a,s  tlie  S(jutli- 
brids;e  Prlntinj^-  C'o.  .Jacol)  Ikjoth  was  President,  ThoniaH 
Sandt'rs,  'I'reasurer  and  .lames  II.  Sanders,  Superintendent. 
These  oflicfrs  ccjntinucd  until  1901,  when.  I'.ooth  dynifj;, 
Thomris  Sanders  was  elected  President,  and  afterwards  lie 
resigned  that  i)o«itioii,  and  the  ollictrs  wei'e  tlien  James  H. 
Sand(Ms.  ['resident  and  Thomas  Sanders,  Treasurer.  'The  first 
cai)iLal  of  tlie  C(jmpfiny  was  |12,000,  which  was  increased  in 
1S!)S  to  125.000,  In  1907  to  .fS5,000  and  in  1909  to  ;8?l;55,000.  Mr. 
Thomas  Sanders  died  suddenly  in  1909,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
ileath  there  were  contemplated  certain  chan;;vs,  and  this  in- 
crease of  capital  which  I'aised  the  capital  from  $85,000  to 
f l;)5,000,  and  in  pursuance  of  such  intentions,  after  the  deatii 
of  Mr.  Sa.nders,  the  stock  was  increased,  as  contemplated, 
and  new  officers  elected,  which  are  at  present.  \V,  S.  Schuster, 
President,  Frank  Hartley,  Treasurer,  and  James  H.  Sanders 
remains  with  the  company,  as  the  oidy  survivor  of  those  who 
founded  and  started  \\\)  this  imi)Oi'tant  industry  in  this  town. 
When  the  business  was  first  started  the  business  was  that  of 
calico  printini;'.  the  principal  work  beinj;-  done  with  mordant, 
dried  maddei- and  ^arancine,  bat  after  a  time  Alezarine  was 
invented  and  supplanted  madder  and  }i:at'ancine.  Mezarine 
i)rou^ht  Into  use  a  vast  range  of  colors,  increased  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  busln(>ss  and  entirely  changed  the  metliods  of 
I)roduc!ng  colors.  At  first  the  goods  used  were  the  ordinary 
28  inch  print  cloth,  then  they  were  widened  to  oO  inches,  ind 
gradually  they  were  extended  to  'M't  and  39  inch  goods,  anrl 
shirtings  and  dress  goods  were  produced 

In  1885  the  printing  of  slet^ve  linings  was  introduced,  and 
now  b(  sides  pi-inling,  goods  are  tiniNlu'd  in  pure  white,  plain 
colors  and  all  shades,  and  those  of  us  who  saw  the  extensive 
display  made  by  the  company  at  the  Industrial  show  in  the 
Town  hall  a.  year  or  two  ago  were  surprised  at  tht  varii'ty 
and  beauty  of  tlie  goods  turned  out  by  this  establishment" 


215 


Tlie  buHinoHS  was  started  with  four  i)riiitin!j:  inaeliines,  and 
now  runs  nine.  Tlie^^  have,  since  or^ani/inL;' as  a  cori)or  itioii, 
built  a  new  oillce,  and  in  Is;).j  tliey  l)uilt  ?in  addilioii  to  tl)e 
en^ravin^^  department,  addeti  another  Mtoi-.y  and  put  on  a 
new  roof,  built  a.  hydrant  system  and  made  many  other  im- 
provements, and  within  a  few  years  the  works  liave  virtually 
been  rebuilt  and  greatly  imjtroved.  Additional  steam  power, 
'nereasin^-  the  power  t(j  ."iOO  IJ.  i\  with  which  to  su[)plement 
the  27)0  II.  I*,  furnished  by  the  water  p(jwer,  has  hem  added. 
'VUe  works  have  a  capacity  of  2000  i.deces  or  100,000  yards  per 
day,  ami  employs  [I'A)  employees,  payim;'  to  the  same  .^I'SOO 
per  week  in  wa;:;es.  Tlie  (tromoters  of  this  en terjirisf  wrre 
progressive,  enterprisiuj;'  men,  always  read.v  to  joiu  with  the 
other  business  men  of  tlu;  town  in  aiiythiim-  th;i,t.  work<M|  for 
the  advancement  of  the  town  or  ccjinmuuity.  With  the  i)res- 
ent  management,  connug-  to  us  as  they  do  with  ivcords  of 
bein;^;  successful  and  th(jrou;.;'h  men  in  llieir  several  depart- 
ments, there  is  every  prospect  of  makin;^-  this  a  still  ;^reater 
enterin-lue  and  i)en(-lit  to  the  tovv  ii,  and  they  have  our  most 
earnest  wislies  f(jr  theii*  prosperity,  feelni;^'  as  we  do,  that 
whatever  prosi)erity  comes  to  tliem,  the  town  and  genera 
community  share  the  samt^  with  them. 

.J  ames  ^S•_lnders,  the  orij^inal  |)roiuoter  of  (his  liusiin'ss,  was 
born  lu  Lancashire,  Kn;-,iand,  iu  IslO.  Lie  was  there  taught 
the  trade  of  a  block  printer,  when  thepatteiai  was  cnni  a  ve(l 
upon  l)locks,  a nd  the  [)rintin^'  done  by  h;ind.  Me  became  a 
foreman  of  works  em[)l<jyin;A'  tiiis  metliod,  and  tlien  It  ft  IOul;- 
land  atid  came  to  Fail  Kiver  and  entered  the  emplov  of  the 
American  Printiuj;'  ('o.,  and  while  there  maia-ied  Maf;j;ai'et 
Henry.  He  after  wards  (^n  tered  the  employ  of  S.  M.drit-ii  v*v: 
Sons  as  a  colorist,  and  in  l.S.')l  f( »cmed  a  copai-tneiship  wit  h 
.1  ames  A  bbott,  Ills  brother-in-law.  and  sta  rtetl  in  to  hnsines-; 
at  Crompton,  K.  I.,  where,  beini:  successful,  he  accuuiuia  ted  a 
K'ood  property,  which  he  afterwai-d-;  iu^^'ested  at  Saiul'-i-sibile, 
as  h'ls  been  sta  ted,  He  was  a  strikinj^-  lookini;-  man,(h'enly 
interested  in  educational  and  ieli;4i<u!s  worlds,  aiid  \\;is  an 
active  meml)er  and  worker  in.  the  .MethiMlist^  cliuiH-h  in  this 
town.  H  Is  j)ei'sonal  ndations  with  Ids  eiuployees  was  ideal, 
and  his  moral  Influence  was  .^ucii  as  tt)  impress  itself  upon  all 
those  with  whom  he  was  Intimately  ass( jcia  teil . 

Thomas  Sanders  was  born  in  Fall  Kiver,  Fel),  28,  184')  and 
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was  cflucatefl  at  Kiver  Point  and  I'rcividcnce  schools,  and  at 

River  I'uint  Heminao  .     lle(.'ai  l.\-  lH-;^an  \\  (ji  k  wit  h  liis  fa  tht-j', 

and  remained  in  tlie  l)iisiness  until  his  death  in  lijni).     lie  was 

• 

a  ^;enial  man,  well  liked  hy  ev(.'i\\'  one,  and  very  i)opulai'  with 
ids  emplo3'ees.  He  helil  many  puhiic  ollires,  iirinei[>ally  th;il 
of  selectman  for  several  yeai's,  and  eould,  if  lie  had  e(  msent  <,'d. 
heen  elected  to  any  (jther  ollice  in  Lown  or  re[)resenta  tive  dis- 
trict, he  was  atliliate(i  with  Ihesevei-al  local  Al  asi  anc  hod  ies, 
and  was  a  memhei*  of  St  .j  ohn's  K.  T.  ( '< >iii inandery  of  I'rovi- 
and  had  attained  the  ;L*nd  dci^ree  in  Masonry,  he  was  alsu  a, 
member  of  the  Kin,<;iits  of  I'hythias,  l^o.wil  Arcanum  and  the 
A.  &  l\.  Artillei-y  <jf  .liosion  uid  Scju  t  h  I  )ri(l- e  Cliil)  of  which  he 
was  (irst  president.  Ilis  smhien  death  was  a  se\eie  hlovV  to 
his  faiiuly,  and  a  ^-reat  Ios>  to  the  industrial  acti\ities  of  the 
town. 

James  11.  Sam]ei-s  w;isl)orn  at  C'rompton.  1^.  1..  Dc.  •_*'.), 
IS.")!.  lie  was  educiled  in  the  i)ui)lic  schools  and  at  <!reen- 
wicli  aca.dem\'.  Iieeai  l\'  learned  the  ti'ade  of  coioi'  mixing-, 
and  enu;a,L;('d  in  l)nsini';->  as  we  havest;ited.  lie  has  been  the 
moi'e  closely  eiiu'iL^'-d  meaiher  of  tlie  fa,mil.\'.  ne\ei  havin;^-  been 
eni:a<;t'd  in  any  ontsid-  m.i  iters,  but,  attending  ^iricllN'  to  the 
business,  and  ^ivin^  i!  .ill  ids  time  and  alleistiou.  lie  is  a 
niemlie;-  of  the  Ko.\';ii  Aicaiiam,  Ivniuhts  of  Tythias,  ai:d 
bidletl  Workmen  and  S,  a;  i  librid;;e  <  'lub.  1 '  u  t  aside  fiouf  act  i  m; 
as  treasurer,  of  the  IJ  :\al  Arianum  for  man\'  \t'ars.  ;ind 
inj^'  mutdi  ot"  his  \-t  lu.i  i  Oi-  lime  lo  tins  oimUm-,  lie  has  not  be<-n 
prominent  in  the  soci  i  i.  wiih  wdiich  has  been  alliliao  d.  lie 
lias  been  a  <;<)od  citi/.  u.  r'.'.idy  to  join  with  others  in  ail 
improvements,  and  i.)  i.-dst  all  with  whom  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated, especially  in  th.-  caia-yin^j,  on  of  t  his  iiidust  r\'.  which 
has  had  his  loyal  laboi'  and  supi»oi  t  fi-om  il.-^  inceptio::  to  the 
present  t  ime. 

The  present  mana;;ers  oi  the  Son  t  ;d  a-id;^e  I'rintiau,  ("oiii- 
jiaiiy  are  Winlield  S,  Sehu.-ter  oi  ll.i.-^t  Dtui^las.  a  iirondiieii  t 
ma.nu,fact  ni-er  of  that  to.vn.  a  n  a  e  i  i  \  e  busi  ness  ma  n  and  at 
l»resent  a  membei'  of  the  (io\-ernor's  ('oiiucil,  who  i--  piesidt'.  i 
o!  I  he  Company,  I'  laak  I  lari  le_\  ,  fiu-nh  rly  of  Web-tei-  and  l<ir 
many  scars  superinleadeiit  of  the  .sialei  '.-^  print  wo/k>  aL  t  he 
'•I'^asl  \'ill;i,'4-e,"  who  is 'ti-<'asa  rer  a  ad  re.- idea  i  nia  n  a  ;^e  i',  and 
Mvrick  ..^  Uice  the  N.  V.  a-ents,  w  ho  ha\echar-e  of  the  New 
^'orlv  end  of  the  Itiisincss.  a  ad  with  raich  able  mana;-^e!s  (he 
plant,  i-'  proA'in^  t o  l)e  one  ( if  llic  busiest  places  ia  tcN^  n  and 
thrift,  fiai^ality  a  ad  r.rosperit.\  s-em  to  lie  in  the  airas  (ua- 
l)aHHi  R  the  busy  mills  of  this  impoi  tanl  imlu.-ary  one  of  the 
iar^'est  and  most  [)ro;j,res->l \  e  ma  nufact u rim;-  plants  in  this 
section  of  the  sUite. 
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m  ITS  INDISTRIES. 


By  H()\.  El'.KN  S,  STKVEN8 

Read  at  Meetixc;  oi'^  Society,  Makcu  .'SO,  Ji)0.^. 


Althoiij;;!!  the  present  power  development  at  Qiiineban.i;,  i.s  of 
more  recent  date,  tlinii  any  other  on  the  stream  of  that  name,  yet 
the  history  of  its  locality,  possil)ly  antedates  that  of  some  others, 
and  may  1)0  covers  a  wider  ranf^ti  of  activitit\s  and  influences. 

As  an  historical  sketcli  is  understood  to  cover  not  alone  the  water 
power  now  in  use,  but  all  matters  tlsat  mi^^ht  be  of  historical  inter- 
eat,  even  to  tlio  (earliest  times,  as  pertaining  to  this  locality. 

We  must  then  claim  the  earliest  associations  of  the  ^vhite  man, 
to  this  immediate  vicinity,  as  dating  from  1(574,  wheu  the  Apostle 
Eliot  together  with  Major  Gookin,  visited  the  various  villages  of 
praying  Indians,  of  v/hich  the  INlajor  leaves  a  most  acimrate  accouut. 
After  spending  a  day  and  a  night  at  the  outlet  of  the  Webster  lake, 
now  the  7^]ast  Village,  we  find  in  Gt)okinV  report  of  the  journey 
this  record,  "Next  day  accompani(>d  by  I^lack  James  and  Joseph, 
Eliot  proceded  to  INTyanexet,  seven  miles  sr)uthwest,  a  village  situ- 
ated  in  a  very  fertil  country,  west  of  a  fresh  river  called  ^Mohegau." 
Here  dwelt  twenty  families  of  100  souls,  men,  women  and  children, 
as  estimated  by  Gookin. 

The  exact  locality  of  this  village  of  Myanexet  ha>  alway  been  a 
disputed  question.  I  have  as  evidence  of  its  location,  the  statement 
of  Squire  Aaron  Wliite,  who  took  up  liis  residence  ne.ir  the  present 
Quinebaug  Station  at  the  (dose  of  the  Dorr  KebelJion  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  who  i>ossessed  a  very  interesting  collection  of  Indian 
relics,  gathered  near  his  residence  on  the  borders  of  the  river,  and 
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who  always  claimed  that  the  village  of  Myanexet  was  near  the 
present  bridge  crossing  the  Quiuebaiig  river  upon  the  roiid  leading 
from  Quinebaug  Station  to  Woodatock. 

From  this  village,  Myanexet,  upon  this  same  journey,  Eliot  pro- 
deded  south  four  miles,  to  the  village  of  Quinnatissct.  Now  from 
the  present  topigraphical  maps  of  tlio  states,  we  find  the  distance 
from  the  East  Village  outlet  of  the  Webster  lake,  just  six  and  one- 
half  miles  southwest  as  the  crow  flies,  to  the  nearest  point  on  the 
Qriuebaug  river,  which  by  this  record  would  locate  this  village 
very  near  the  point  designated  by  White.  This  btlicf  is  also  oon- 
firmed  by  the  distance  from  this  point  to  Roseland  Park,  where  the 
village  of  Quinnatisset  is  known  to  have  been  located,  and  thus  we 
see  that  our  little  community  of  Quinebaug,  had  an  historical  im- 
portance very  early  in  the  settlement  of  the  colonies. 

The  next  chronological  locality  in  connection  with  the  neighbor- 
hood may  possibly  be  the  little  burying  place  nestling  in  the  valley 
beside  the  river,  where  were  laid  to  rest  the  remains  of  all  early 
settlers  of  Dudley,  dating  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  18th  cent- 
tury.  Here  may  be  found  chiseled  upon  the  rude  field  stones  the 
names,  acheivements,  and  hopes  of  members  of  families  of  Newell, 
Vintons,  Ilealyy,  Edmunds  and  many  others. 

This  cemetery  is  situated  near  the  present  location  of  the  New 
Haven  road,  on  the  westerly  side  of  a  hill  and  contiguous  to  an 
ancient  ford,  which  evidently  once  crossed  the  Quinebaug  river, 
but  now  covered  by  the  present  pond, 

It  is  a  pleasant  spot,  surrounded  by  trees  and  facing  the  setting 
sun,  fitting  emblem  of  life's  closing  day: 

"Beneath  these  rugged  elms  which  yew  trees  shade, 

Where  heaves  the  turf  in  many  a  mouldering  heap. 
Each  in  his  narrow  cell  forever  laid, 

The  rude  fore-fathers  of  the  hamlet  sleep." 
The  writer  is  much  in  doubt  why  that  spot  should  have  been 
selected  as  a  burial  ground  for  those  Dudley  inhabitants,  whose 
church  was  two  miles  to  the  east,  and  whose  earliest  settlemerrs 
were  in  the  valley,  a  mile  and, a  half  east.  The  only  possible  ex- 
planation, seems  to  be  that  a  path  or  trail,  once  came  from  the  east 
and  crossed  the  river  at  this  point. 

The  turnpike  leading  from  Providence  to  Springfield,  and  of 
which  the  Main  Street  of  Southbridge  is  a  part,  was  first  projected 
by  some  gentlemen  of  Thompson  to  be  built  to  the  state  line.    Af  t«r 
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some  opposition  by  the  inhabitants  of  Thompson,  a  turui)ike  was 
chartered  in  1804,  and  the  pike  constructed  shortly  thereafter.  The 
Massachusetts  portion  of  the  turnpike,  must  have  been  carried 
through  abouf>  the  same  time,  although  records  are  incomplete, 

Tlie  other  turnpike  crossing  the  first  mentioned  at  the  present 
Quinebaug  station,  leading  from  Boston  to  Hartford,  Avas  incorpor- 
ated under  the  Massachussetts  and  Connecticut  laws  in  18'2(;,  and 
was  constructed  the  two  subsequtmt  years,  following  a  bee  lin*  from 
the  one  city  to  the  other,  regardless  of  topography. 

A  land  mark  of  more  than  slight  historical  interest,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  these  two  turnpikes,  was  the  old  Barnes  Tavern,  so  called, 
and  built  by  Simeon  Buxton  about  1832,  where  refreshments  for 
man  and  beast,  was  furnished  in  abundant  quantities  during  the 
many  years  of  the  staging  through  that  country.  The  writer  has 
been  told  by  elderly  people  who  remember,  that  as  many  as  twenty 
stages  stopped  there  in  a  single  day.  Succeeding  the  builder  of  this 
Tavern,  there  came  as  landlords,  Mr.  Alfred  Barm-s,  wlio  was  fol- 
lowed by  Rufus  Young  and  N.  T.  Bosworth,  who  sold  the  property 
in  1881  to  the  writer,  to  be  used  thereafter  as  factory  tenements. 

The  railroad  to  Southbridge  enters  the  valley  of  the  Quinebaug 
river  just  east  of  this  villaffe,  tlie  construction  from  the  east  reatih- 
ing  the  location  of  the  present  station,  some  time  in  18G5,  this  being 
the  terminus  for  nearly  two  years,  during  which  period  Mr.  J.  M. 
Fairbanks  was  station  agent.  He  was  succeeded  by  C.  D.  Allard, 
who  remained  as  agent  for  twenty-seven  years. 

Previous  to  1873  the  entire  neighborhood  was  known  as  New  Bos- 
ton, Connecticut,  the  post-oflice  of  that  name  serving  its  inhabit- 
ants. About  this  date  the  name  of  the  station  was  changed  to 
Quinebaug,  and  a  post  office  established  in  the  store  of  S.  E.  Ami- 
don,  who  was  succeeded  in  1883  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Wheelock,  and  he 
again  by  Mr.  Mathew  T.  Dartt,  the  present  encumbent. 

The  various  changes  in  the  state  line,  from  colonial  days,  which 
has  made  portions  of  this  territory,  at  times  the  property  of  Con- 
necticut or  Massachusetts,  is  a  small  warrant  to  the  writer,  o  give 
a  brief  outline  of  the  village  of  New  Boston,  nearby  where  a  dam 
was  first  built  across  the  river  about  1804  by  Ebenezor  Phelps. 
Rufus  and  Alpheus  Corbin  established  a  carding  and  felting  ma- 
chine on  a  part  of  the  power. 

About  ISol  Edward  Howard  an  Englishman,  and  farmer  partner 
of  Samuel  Slater,  made  woolen  goods  her^',  and  in  1803  Billings  and 


Upham  came  into  possession  Also  Parley  Jordan,  an  expert  in 
working  steel,  made  axes  and  tools  from  1821  till  18 TO. 

The  earliest  records  of  any  design  to  develope  the  powtT  of  the 
river  at  Qninebaug,  began  about  1817,  when  one  James  drover  sold 
to  William  Almy  and  Abadiah  Brown,  two  (^luaker  mcrchaiils  of 
Providence,  a  tract  of  land  whi^lt  Almy  in  ISiiO  dcfded  {u  Moses 
Barnes,  bounded  on  the  east  bank  of  the  (.^)uinebiuig  river,  reserving 
all  rights  of  the  river  to  himself. 

Almy  also  owned  at  the  same  time  a  farm.  mo)-e  recently  known 
as  the  "Willow  Tree",  and  which  in  1830  hi',  deeded  to  Samuel  Web- 
ster. We  also  find  in  182U.  one  Jabez  Daj  deed  to  \Villiam  Almy, 
a  farm  which  from  description  would  be  the  next  farm  to  the  "Wil- 
low Tree"  towards  Soutlibridge,  thus  giving  to  Almy  conrml  of  tiie 
river,  a  dintance  now  covering  that  possessed  l)y  tlie  ])r.-sent  owner. 

After  some  time  si)ent  in  searching  the  records,  the  writer  is  un- 
able to  trace  tho  deeds  to  Almy,  and  from  Almy  tr*  his  suece>sors. 
Still  it  is  very  clear  that  Almy  and  Brown  were  considering  the 
value  of  the  river  as  a  source  of  pijwer,  because  their  i)archases  were 
all  bordered  on  the  river.  It  also  appears  that  they  were  interested 
with  Samuel  Slater  art  partners  in  Ilxbridge.  and  these  purchases 
were  made  soon  after  Slater  devel()])ed  llu-  power  at  tlu^  outlet  of 
Webster  lake.  In  1812  Almy  bought  from  James  Walcort  IGS  acres, 
James  Graves  11)2  acre's,  Jabez  Day  at-res,  John  Eddy  acrrs, 
Lotrip  Vinton  acres,  Allen  Hancock  <i()  acres  and  Moses  Davis 
all  leferrlng  to  the  Quinebaug  river  as  one  boundary. 

Some  time  about  18.'55  after  Almy  had  sold  hi.s  land  an  enterprise 
was  projected  on  the  Jabez  Day  farm  at  a  point  an  tlie  river  about 
half  way  between  West  Dudley  ami  the  present  dam  at  Quinebaug. 
(Jhester  Clemence  was  a  prominent  figure,  having  been  previously 
identified  with  the  Merino  Woolen  Uo.  of  Dudley  where  Stevens 
Linen  Works  are  located. 

This  dam  and  the  accompanying  wlieel  pit,  are  easily  distin- 
guished at  the  present  day,  ])ut  there  is  no  evidence  thaf  a  building 
was  ever  erected,  the  financirJ  panic  of  18:)7  having  discouraged  tiie 
projectors. 

There  was  nothing  further  done  of  a  permanent  nature,  until 
about  1870,  when  the  writer  commenced  making  sev^  lal  purchases, 
including  a  farm  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  rner,  foinjerly  owned 
by  the  town  of  Dudley,  also  the  Jabez  Day  farni,  upon  which  the 
last  mentioned  privilege;  was  located,  a  traci  of  abcnit  sevenry  acres 
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from  the  farm  of  Moses  Barnes,  as  ^v^■ll  as  iiDorlicr  tract  from  the 
Allen  Hancock  farm,  carryinj^'  the,  jjurchast'  to  the  ^rat(!  liin'. 

Lute  in  the  year  of  1!S71,  a  foundation  tor  tli';  ijr«-t  nt  dam  was 
laid,  and  the  first  power  turned  on  early  m  IST'j.  Frijiii  that  date 
to  J887,  a  jute  business  v;as  carried  on,  njiairafacl urin^^  ^nuiny  rloth 
for  eiiveiiiig  cotton,  also  jatc  twine  ;in(L  n/ix  s. 

At  th(!  last  nientioiietl  date,  a  (;haii;.:e  was  made  in  the  niaiiutac. 
ture  to  that  of  woolen  ;<o(Mlrt,  which  has  lu.en  eontinncd  to  the 
present  time. 

In  11)02  the  title  of  the  business  was  chan^^ed  from  Eben  S.  Stt  vi-ns 
to  that  of  the  Intervjili;  Mills  Corporation,  the  corpovalioii  beinj^^  un- 
der the  jijt.'neral  statutets  (jt  the  state  of  '  'oniM  cticut. 


By  John  M.  UociiitAN 
Read  a'J'  MiiEXiNi;  of  boeiETV,  Ai'kii>  24,  IDll, 


I  regret  that  I  haye  not  been  able  to  ;;et  more  definite  informa- 
tion as  to  the  manufacturies  u|K»n  tl^is  brook,  but  someNS  ay  those 
living-  are  shadowy  in  their  recollections,  and  facts,  lradUion^,  and 
datei,  seemed  to  have  faded  away  with  the  years. 

Up  among  the  hIoijcs  of  the  hills,  at  the  foot  of  Little  MujJiyet,  in 
("harlton,  Mass.,  begins  a  snuill  streaia,  and  flowing  down  the  val- 
ley easterly  of  Morscville  and  the  Gerr,  ^^ah. m  Towne  house  at 
Charlton  Center,  it  receives  the  stieaiiis  trinkiin^-  frum  tlie  snr. 
rounding  hills  and  from  Big  Mngget,  or  ^lash  niuggc;t,  and  in  tlie 
good  old  times,  before  the  hills  Jiad  been  stripped,  it  b'rii!:,f  a 
goodly  stream,  so  that  a]>out  60  years  ago  Schyler  Morris  ai  «i  1 'rail- 
ley  Fitts,  who  had  mills  further  down  the  stieaui.  erected  a  ('.am  io 
creat  a  storage  reservoir  for  dry  ti' r.scns.  'J'he  Hist  mil!  «■  Imd 
upon  this  stream  was  that  of  Bradley  fltts,  who  had  a  miii  kirgcdy 
devoted  to  sawing  and  (luartering  cliestnut  logs,  and  ila  n  slicing 
them  into  shingles  by  a  huge  knife  driven  by  water  ].(>wer.  The 
foundation  of  this  mill  can  still  be  seen  I  am  intuimtd.  It  is 
related  that  the  first  named  pond  was  kei)t  up  so  that  tlu  ie  was  a 
pond  sullicient  in  size  and  depth  to  form  a  reservoir  from  whieh  ice 
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could  be  cut  as  late  as  in  the  early  70's,  and  that  whou  Cliarlen  T. 
Pratt  was  keeping  the  Bellevue  Hotel  at  (!luirUon  Center,  In;  went 
upon  the  pond  to  cut  ice,  and  was  ordcicd  oil'  by  one  Moore,  a  danc- 
ing master  living  in  Charlton  at  that  time,  and  that  Pratt  getting 

excited  and  losing  his  temper  told  Inm  to  take  his  d  d  pond  nnd 

go  straight  to  li  1  with  it  if  he  wanted  to,  but  lie  should  take  the 

ice  he  had  cut  and  store  it  for  his  hotel,  and  that  ended  the  con- 
troversy. 

About  one  and  half-miles  below  Pitts  mill  was  a  privilege  owned 
by  Oaliff  Woodbury,  who  installed  a  trip  hnnimer  at  this  point  and 
manufactured  axes.  A  short  distance  below  Wocdbuiy's  mill  was 
the  grist  mill  of  Schyler  Morris,  which  he  operated  for  a  (luarter  of 
a  century  or  more.  This  mill  was  but  a  short  distance  north  east- 
erly from  tue  junction  of  this  brook  with  the  brook  rising  up  in  the 
bills  back  of  C)verk)ok  and  Charlton  City,  and  near  the  old  home  of 
Preegrace  Marble  and  flowing  down  past  the  J.  IT.  fbitherway  place, 
through  what  was  known  as  the  Gr^  at  Valley.  On  this  brook  was 
erected  a  dam  for  storing  water  in  this  great  valley,  the  remains  of 
-srhich  dam  are  still  to  be  seen.  Below  this  was  a  privilege  where 
from  t)0  to  70  years  ago  Elijah  Rich  had  a  mill  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness, and  which  was  later  occupied  by  his  sons,  and  later  still,  by 
Nathaniel  Mclntire,  the  remains  of  this  privilege  are  still  to  be  seen. 

After  the  uniting  of  the  two  brooks  the  first  privilege  was  at  what 
was  known  as  the  Gould  saw  mill,  an  old  fashioned  up  and  down 
saw  mill.  Here  for  many  years  Gould  and  afterwards  Chauucey 
Cleveland  carried  on  a  successful  business.  After  crossing  the 
Dresser  Hill  road  we  find  on  this  stream  the  foundation  of  a  small 
mill  at  one  time  u^ed  for  the  manufacture  of  starch  and  saleratus, 
but  no  one  seemw  to  be  able  to  recall  the  names  of  the  i)arties  own- 
ing or  running  this  business.  Next  we  find  the  mill  owned  by  Otis 
Walker  for  years.  This  mill  some  G5  to  TO  3-ears  ago  was  (Avned  by 
Benj.  Stowe,  but  I  aui  unable  to  find  if  he  was  the  first  owner  or 
not.  Walker  used  the  same  for  a  grist  mill,  and  at  one  time  manu- 
factured knives  in  the  same,  and  later  ^Murray  Clark  run  it  at  a 
shingle  mill.  Next  below  on  this  stream,  about  .00  rods,  was  a  mill 
at  one  time  used  for  a  cider  mill.  This  mill  ^\■as  run  f<  r  a  number 
of  years,  from  about  1^-15,  by  Horaec  P-loed,  who  manulactiired 
hickory  wdiip  stocks,  he  owned  the  farm  acrose  the  way,  since 
occupied  by  Mr.  Vinton. 

About  one  half  mile  below  this  privilege  \Ne  come  to  the  r)ean 


Tuillfl,  as  tho}''  havo  boon  callfd  of  late.  L.  If.  Aniinidowii  in  liis 
"Homos  of  Sout!il)ri(l^'(\"  nays  that  in  177")  Caleb  Smitli,  ])hic,k- 
smitli,  deeded  a  tra(;t  of  land  on  'i'ldut  Hmok  to  .Josiali  ("onaiit  aiid 
that  Samuel  Scwoll  of  Brooklinc  held  a  iiioi-r^M;(<'  iijion  a  sa  ,\-  and 
f^rist  mill,  on  the  stream  };iv»'n  ])y  Conant,  and  that  t  liat  tract  i.^  the 
present  lluf^hes  fafm,  and  by  this  it  wonld  scein  as  thou^Ji  tlu  re 
was  a  mill  establislu^d  ujion  this  jirivil»  K<'  ''^  <  arl\'  as  1  ;7r),  or  cin  li<  r, 
but  wo  lind  no  reeord  (jf  anything;  in  the  niannfact  urin^,'  lii;c  ^oin^ 
on  at  this  place  from  tliat  timo  until  about  ls.''s,  when  W'ealtliy 
(Trevor  and  Alexand(!r  11.  Doan  hou^^dit  fnan  ( )]iv(  r  Amm I'U iwn  a. 
strip  from  the  iKjrth  side  of  his  farm  and  bnilt  a  dam  and  fadnr-y 
and  for  several  years  manvifaetvired  satintds,  and  s(>nt  tin-  j)ru(hict 
to  Boston  to  market  tlu^  same,  after  a  few  years  in  tliis  line  tin  y 
chanf.;;tHl  to  the  ma.iviifaetnrini;  of  nivu'tised  door  locks,  and  then 
after  a  few  more  years  rilu'}'  a<^ain  (dian^ed  and  lie^^an  tkie  manu- 
facturing of  turning  wood,  making  haiidsi)ikes.  liclay  i)ins,  axe, 
pick,  sledge  and  hammer  handles  and  ca  rria.ge  spokes,  \\  liieii  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  until  about  lS7a,  after  this  Frank  N'inton  \i<  gan 
the  turning  of  bobbins  at  this  mill,  the  business  was  nnsucce>sf ul , 
the  waterwlieel  \vas  removed  and  the  proixu  ty  virtually  abandoiied. 

In  J852  IToldredge  Ammidown  s(/[d  land  and  a  watei-  i)iivilege 
attaoluul  thereto  to  (Jeorge  Uolmes,  and  he  relanlt  an  old  (knu  on 
the  privilege  and  began  the  ]nanufa(!ture  of  .shuttles  at  a  jioint 
nearly  opposite  the  Ilopwood  i)iact\  lu^  afterwards  eidait^d  this 
mill  and  manufactured  sjiokes,  hubs  and  building  ]iins,  until  lS(i:5 
when  he  died.  T  am  told  tliat  this  pi  i\ilege  was  at  terw-.i  iis  oci  ,i- 
pied  by  one  I>atelielder  and  his  son-iii  kiw,  a  Mr.  IfoMry  M  Colton, 
for  a  repair  shop,  hut,  1  am  nnalde  to  obtain  the  i:i\-en  !ian:e  of  ?\lr. 
Batchebh-r.  I  am  informed  that  ('olt{)n  attem|)ed  the  m.i n uf.ici  un^ 
of  paper  in  this  n.iill,  but  no  one  seenis  to  remember  I'or  hovv'  Ion;,-  a 
time  this  was  carried  on  by  .Mr.  (>olton.  Thert'  is  a  t  radii  ion  thai 
Redding's  Russia  Salve,  which  used  to  be  sucli  a  family  remedy  in 
old  times  was  first  mad(^  at  one  of  these  last  named  privileges,  but 
I  am  unabh^.  to  verify  the'  same. 

Just  above  the  Deau  privikge  was  a  bralge,  and  lorne  i!y  the 
road  from  what  is  now  Sandersdale  to  D'csser  llill  iii  t'i.irlt  ai, 
turned  liere  and  went  acrost  tln^  stream  and  over  the  hiijiest  hill  m 
that  vicinity,  ami  piuiple  j;oing  to  Charlton  had  to  climU  the  iine. 
This  llill  was  so  sN'Cp  that  it  was  iinpossil  le  to  draN\  hva\  y  loads 
over  the  same,  and  about  isr)0  the  road  was  aliamUaied  and  a  road 
laid  out  following  up  the  brook  and  striking  the  Dres.-or  Hill  road 
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at  the  present  point  of  jun(;t.ure.     On  tho  ul)andi)!i(l(!fl  road  Llion; 
was  but  one  honsc,  and  tins  \\'as  occuipird  Ijy  Tlicodi Sabin  lor 
years,  later  by  Theodore  Frost  a)id  still  later  1)V  one  James  Le(!.  It 
in  now  entirely  al)andoned.      There  was  at  one  time  near  il)e  Dean 
mills  a  distillery  standing  on  the  Amniidown  farm,  and  this  ^\■as 
afterwards  used  as  a  cider  mill,  but  it  disa])[)eare(l  about  ls5^. 
Oliver  Amniidown  formerly  owned  tliis  farm,  but  on  into 
business  in  the  center  village  he  sold  the  sunie  to  lIoldredK''  Am- 
niidown, who  owiu'd  the  adjoining  farm  and  hill  ab(jvi:  same. 
This  part  of  the  town  was  for  years  known  as  Ainmid(jwn  City, 
and  when  the  tov/n  of  Sontbbridge  was  set  off  into  a  seiH-i'ate  town 
an  attenii)t  was  made  to  make  tiiis  tlm  business  center  e'f  tlie  town, 
but   it  failing,  many  of  the;  old  settk-rs  afterwards  sold  out  and 
came  up  town.     Oliver  Ammidown  being  one  of  those,  he  coming 
up  town  and  beginning  business  on  ]\Iain  .Street  near  ^vhere  the 
Faulkner  House  now  stands.     In  this  village  or  s<»ttlement,  were 
born  IToldi'edge,  Oliver,  Holmes  and  Hannali  Ammido\vn  and  Mrs. 
Ro])ert  H.  Cole.     Mrs.  Cole  vra.s  born  in  ^vhat  is  now  the  Huglii  .s 
hous(^  and  Mr.  Holmes,  Vvhili'  manufacturing  thei'e,  lived  for  a 
time  in  this  same  house.      Hannah  Ammidown  nmrried  Willian.^ 
Beeche.",  the  founder  of  the  optical  bu-aju  ss  in  iSemtlibridgf,  and 
Hohnes  Animidov.'u,  another  natiw  of  this  village,  b(jcame  one  of 
the  merchant  i)rinces  of  New  York',  wrwte  Ainmidown's  Hi.-tory  of 
Soutlibridg(!  and  presented  the  town   with   th''  [Uisent  pn])lie 
library,  therel)y  erecting  a  lasring  luMniiaeut  to  him,>eir  and  his 
family  in  its  connection  with  this  i)i'o>]!(  rous  community.  Thus 
we  see  tluit  Hean  Brook  has  be(  ii  the  .-(iuree  of  many  mimufaci  ur- 
ing  industries,  and  from  the  coiioiinnin.  .-  living''  and  grow  ing  up 
about  its  banks  have  goue  forth  many  v.,>  w  into  the  l.uisine.^s  worid, 
who  have  proved  successful  tinaneiullN'.  and  have  als(j  had  an  inMu- 
ciice  beneficial  to  the  public  and  tlu'ir  fellow  citizens.     Today  it 
does  but  little  in  adding  to  the  indu.  tnes  of  tht?  tttwn,  but  let  us 
kindly  remember  it,  and  the  men  eiige-e-l  in  the  ])asi,  in  tlie  indus- 
tries surrounding  this  brook,  and  betliankful  lor  what  tliey  dona 
in  those  days  wh.eii  small  industries  Nvere  of  inestimable  value  in 
starting  the  manufacturing  impulses  that  liave  so  predominate  1 
and  made  this  state  the  busy  industrial  leader  that  ir  became  early 
in  the  developement  of  manufacturing  and  tinaneial  ailair.- of  thi< 
prosperous  nation. 
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My  paper  will  be  dt  vi^U'd  to  tin:  old  iiidusri  ics  ol'  Slurbi  id^'u  (d' 
from  oO  to  125  years  a;'o.  WhiU;  ^.cveral  ol  tlu  iii  vrcri;  clattered 
iil)Out  tho  cuiitor  of  the  town  I  tiii'l  tbat  many  od'  them  wore  scat- 
t(!red  in  almost  every  direction.  Jloldi'.s  J]rook,  alchongli  a  jtretty 
little  stream  as  it  wanders  down  throuj^di  llie  ue  adows  ajid  enqjtieii 
into  the  Qainebaui;'  river,  m-Ncr  played  a  ver>-  ]mi)oriani  ]iai'i  in 
the  industries  of  the  toWJi.  Tlu'se  iiidiisti  ies  ^^'en'  very  numer<ais 
and  varied.  Besides  me(jtinf,^  the  wauls  and  Jiecessities  of  the  peo- 
ple, they  cultivated  liabits  of  ju.lieut  industry.  Xeaily  every 
thrifty  farmdiouse,  in  the  old  ila>  s,  was  an  indnsti'ial  srho(jl.  The 
boys  had  to  learn  to  butchei  the  animals,  to  sht  ar  tlu'  .^hee]  ,  ti> 
cut  up  tbc  meat,  to  smoi:e  the  hams,  and,  if  any  rhcm  slu)\\  ed  a 
meehanicial  turn  of  mind,  the\'  olten  made  articles  for  tl'.rir  own 
use  and  the  use  of  tla  ir  iieij-chliors.  'riic  girls  hi-d  to  learn  to  spin 
the  wool,  to  s})in  the  tlax,  to  weave  the  ehtth,  to  (  id  out  and  make 
the  garments,  and  they  knew  ho^v  to  mal;o  tiiose  s[»lendi<l  old  blue 
and  \vliite  l)ed  sprea(h;,  rhe'  making  ed"  \\  hieh  has  almost  liec-ome  a 
lost  art.  'J  hey  knuw  how  to  make  the  ean.dles  and  ilie  sv)a]  ,  to 
knit  the  stoekings,  anci  everything,  alnu.-t,  ]>«  rtaining  to  the  (iwni 
life  in  tlie  liouse,  What  resolute'  and  >elf  reliant  eliaraeters  this 
simple  life  produxx'd  !  What  a  spirit  of  indei)endenee  ir  ereared, 
and  what  habits  of  i)atient  i ndust»ry  it  ineuleate/i.  \Vm.  ."Morris, 
the  English  ])oet -artist,  advocated  strongly  thai  simi>!e  life,  ajul 
k'uew  the  extjonie  satisfaction  of  prodneing  ^om*  thing  nsid'iil  a.mi 
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beaiitil'ul  with  cue's  ("»\vii  Iiaiids.  I\tiu-h  of  my  iiiloniiat ion  liflc; 
come  from  my  friend,  Mr.  0.  W.  Weld,  w  lio.^c  i(  t<  uiive  lut  inory 
has  aided  me  much  in  looking  u\)  the  old  iiidust  rits.  T(j  begin 
with,  very  near  where  Mr.  Weld  was  born,  in  tlie  north  la^t  \)av\ 
of  the  town,  lived  Benjamin  .Smith  and  his  sods  Johii  and  Jioyal, 
who,  besides  being  thrifty  farmers,  weie  expert  nu  diai! ios.  The}' 
made  ox  w^agons  and  carts  entirely  by  hand.  Many  of  them  are 
still  in  use  today.  They  were  also  mill wriglits,  capable  (jf  building 
winter  w^heels,  and  when  Oapt.  Alphens  Wight,  who  dug  the  canal 
that  takes  the  water  from  the  Qaineba\u-  rivt;r  to  iho  Aug  shoi)s 
with  his  wooden  plows  and  shovels,  got  ready  t(j  ljuild  his  grist 
mill,  w^here^the  new  auger  ;;ho])  now  stands,  lie  ciigagcd  the  Smiths 
to  build  the  water  wheel.  They  began  work  ami  after  a  short 
time  1  supi)Ose  they  felt  tin;  need  of  some  ^tiiiiulant,  I'or  they  sent 
up  to  Capt.  Alpheus,  where  his  gr(>at  grandson,  A.  E.  Wight  now 
lives,  and  said  they  wanted  some  li(iiior.  CJitpt.  Alpheus  sent  them 
some  ordinary  Medford  rum,  which  they  sent  back",  saying  that 
they  wanted  the  same  kind  uf  li(iuor  that  he  drank  and  they  knew 
he  drank  brandy,  btit  tin;  captain,  was  not  m  the  mood  to  humor 
them  and  sent  the  same  liijuor  back.  The}'  returm'd  it  a  second 
time  with  tlie  word  that  if  they  could  not  lia\(3  Ix  ttor  licjuor  than 
that  th(!y  ^voul(l  ([uit  the  job.  Thi'V  did  ([uit  the  jol)  and  ]iacked 
up  their  tools  and  went  home  and  after  a  while  tliey  sent  a  bill 
which  (;ai)t.  Alp>heus  refused  to  pay,  saying  it  was  a  damage  to  him 
to  have  to  engage  other  nun  to  go  on  with  the.  work  The  Smith si 
sued  the  captain,  but  how  ir  came  out  I  never  knew.  1  presume  it 
was  settled  out  of  court.  The  Smiths  continued  to  make  wagons 
and  carts  a  long  time  after  that,  and  when  lien  i)assed  away  the 
business  was  contintied  by  John  and  his  sons,  Solon  and  John, 
for  several  3'ears.  After  tlie  elder  John  died  the  boys,  after  mak- 
ing a  few  sleighs,  gave  up  the  business  entirely.  Near  the  Smith 
farm  Horace  Cutting  made  Inick ,  many  of  whicii  were  c  arried  to 
Globe  Village  to  build  the  brick  houses  that  may  be  found  there, 
but  he  gave  up  that  l)usiuess  long  ago  A  Mr.  Talbot  made  l)rick 
down  on  the  Soutlibridge  road  a  number  of  years,  but  it  was  given 
up  after  Mr.  Talbot's  tragic  death.  Oji  the  eastern  .^lope  ot  Fiske 
hill  lived  Asa  Harwood,  wdio  was  the  perii)atetic  slu)emaker  of  tlie 
neighborhood.  lie  would  take  his  kit  ami  go  among  the  farmers, 
who  generally  had  leather  tanned  at  the  local  tanneries,  and  make 
the  boots  and  shoes  for  the  whole  family.  After  a  while  Mr.  liar- 
wood  gave  up  the  shoe  making  and  wcut  to  making  ox-yokes  and 
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bows,  sloils  and  dl•a;^^^.  Siioakiii^  of  ox-hf)W.s  icniijirls  ino  of  a  .stoiy 
I  heard  of  a  inan  out  in  tliu  luniber  rej^ion  of  Michigan,  He  was 
manager  uf  a  hiiuber  cauix),  and  was  a  gcxxl  mnnagur  but  very  neg- 
ligent about  gutting  up  wo')d  for  his  lionse.  He  busied  himself  the 
long  wiiitf-r  evenings  in  nialdog  ox-Imavs  and  had  several  nicely 
Went  and  tied  in  his  attic.  One  day  he  told  his  wife  that  lu;  should 
bring  eight  or  ten  extra  men  honu,"  to  dinner.  There  was  not  a 
stick  of  wood  in  the  house  or  anywheJ'c  around.  At  first  his  wife 
didn't  jnst  know  wliat  to  do,  but  wlien  he  came  home  at  noon  he 
found  his  dinner  ready  and  waiting,  and  going  to  the  stove  he  saw 
some  familiar  looking  cords  or  strings,  aud  he  soon  found  that  his 
good  wife  had  taken  some  of  his  ox-bows  and  sawed  them  in  two 
and  used  them  for  fuel  to  get  her  dinner.  This  vras  a  rather  severe 
lesson  to  the  nuin  but  it  cured  him  and  he  afterwards  had  a  wood 
pile  at  the  door.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  Mrs  Harwood  never 
had  to  saw  up  ox  bows  f(»r  fLud  for  his  stove.  JNIr.  Harwood  was  a 
noted  funeral  conductor;  he  had  a  tact  for  that  kind  of  a  thing.  lie 
was5  also  a  janitor  of  tluTO  churclu-s.  He  took  (;are  of  the  old 
Baptist  church  on  Fiske  hill,  and  also  of  the  church  in  the  center 
of  the  town  and  when  tlcat  ^^'as  moved  to  Fiskdtile  he  took  care  of 
that  for  a  v.  hile.  He  was  an  exceedingly  useful  man  in  the  com- 
munity.   Harr\-  Plimpton  nmdo  ox-yokes. 

On  the  cast  shore  of  Wallcer  pond,  or  I.ake  Tantosque,  in  the 
hou.se  overlooking  the  lak",  now  owned  by  Mr.  Paine,  lived  Senecui 
Richardson,  an  honest,  old  fashioned  cooper,  He  nuule  cider  bar- 
rels, many  of  which  may  be  found  today  in  the  cellars  of  man_y  of 
the  farmers  of  the  town  He  also  made  tulis  ami  butter  firkins  aud 
beer  k.)gs.  Mr.  Weld  tells  mo  that  h<^  sent  loads  of  beer  kegs  to  a 
l)rewcry  in  Sin-ingfield  by  o\  team.  Mv.  Ricdiardson  was  the  only 
cooper  I  ever  heard  of  in  (own,  and  with  him  the  business  disap- 
jjeared  completely.  Mr.  R  liad  a  young  man  v.orking  for  him  who 
was  so  faithful  an.)  industrious  that  he  was  glad  to  give  him  his 
daughter  in  marriage,  a  marriage  which  was  not  a  failure  ])y  any 
means. 

In  the  north  part  of  the  town  Barnwell  Boweii  made  hay  rakes 
and  grain  cradles.  Boweifs  rakes  W're  mucli  in  use  when  I  was 
a  boy  and  were  woi  th  several  of  the  machine  nnide  kind  today. 
That  business  died  with  him  but  some  of  hi.s  rakes  may  be  found 
now. 

We  will  now  c*)me  to  Hohb's  l)rook  ;  there  was  only  one  place  in 
this  stream  whei*'  there  was  noich  of  uny  fall  a.nd  the  oidy  dam 


was  built  by  David  K.  Porter  in  is:;;  oi- ;5S,  \v )in  alsi .  i  1 1  tlic  tirst 
slioj)  on  the  tni'Mjiila'.  J  iicvci-  know  lliat  Mr.  T'oi  ttM-  mafb' any- 
tliiii.e:  in  the  s]iei»,  bvit  (.'il^js,  TilVany  (o.  rnarb^  pislol-  rli^ro  and 
jxavc  it  the  naino  t)f  Pistol  sIid])  and  Pond.     I  had  a,  of  tlu'ir 

make,  wlicn  a  boy,  and  carrii  d  ii,  with  na'  to  tlis;  ^viId  and  wooly 
west  in  ISa*;,  Init  ca.inc  lo,  tin-  c-oncl iivion  U-at  it  was  niorr  (lan;_':cr- 
ous  to  tlio  on(^  wbo  cjii-rie-d  it  tl-ani  to  anyone^  ols(>  and  1  disiioscd  of 
it.  I  would  lilie  to  have  it  ik.nv  as  a  rdic  of  one  of  ilic  old  in- 
dustries. 

(xibbs,  Titfany  ^'c  ( 'o.  did  not  do  ])u>inc-.^  lon;^  and  th''  next  to 
occupy  thr  ^;lioi)  \^a^  'i'owjic,  Chafb'o  »!v-  (\>  ,  Nvlio  inji.do  aii^'i  rs  ami 
bits;  ])at  they,  ;j:cttin-- ainbiiious  ami  lia\  in.i;-  intcrr-^tcd  a  man  with 
considcra])^'  capital,  built  the  buildin-'  in  whi:'h  is  tlif  I'dskdale 
Post  0111  ce  <i:id  .M r.  1  li n man's  store,  wliicJi  ori-ii.ally  stood  a  few 
rods  iii  th(-  rear  of  \\  Iici'(Mt  iio\v  stands.  They  nu:de  augers  and 
bits  there  a  sliort  tijue,  but  the  iai.Mricss  was  not  suoci  s.^iul,  and 
the  buildin.L;'  \s'as  bou-,dit  by  theSni'll  company,  who  did  business 
there  a  short  time,  having-  Ix  cn  bniiu'doul  in  their  ori^n nal  [(hint. 
After  th(,'  bui](lin;j,  \vas  vacated  it  was  boujdh  by  r\lr.  J'aner^'  IJates, 
who  .moved  it,  to  wdu-re  it  no\v  stands.  'JMic.  next  party  to  occui»y 
the  Pist(jl  Shop  was  Sumnei  Packard,  who  made  shoemakers'  tools, 
or  shoe  kits,  as  they  >'-ert-  callci  'Mi-  Packard  UuiU'  the  hiuise-  ju.st 
above  lh<>  shop,  la-w  oe(aii)ied  by  ?tlr.  l-'laee.  L  lemfmbrr  x^'ini;- 
this  shop  luirned  w  liile  Mr.  Pac  kard  owu'dit;  the  people  of  tin- 
town  \vere  anxious  to  have-  Mr.  Packuid  rebuild  and  eonlnbut!  d 
larf.;\dy  of  lumber  ami  labor  ami  mone\'  towards  a  new  sho]).  ]\Ir. 
Pa(d(ard  sold  out  lo  Tal't  0^:  Va'  ney.  .Mr.  \'arne}-  of  tin;  ne\\-  firm, 
being  a  very  ae.li\e.  niai! ,  (Uihu'-ed  ihv  bn>iness.  employed  ten  or 
twt;lv(^  men  and  neaU'  )ie;^;4ing  awl<  a  ^iKa-ially.  He  had  tl)ree 
brolliers  named  Crosby,  all  of  them  (iX|ii  "r  awl  foi.i^ers.  and  the 
\Nay  they  hamnuued  out  awls  \-ias  v/ondrrfnl  lo  ii;,  at  li.at  time. 
Thos.  nnd.ucs  took  th(^;^e  a\N'ls  one  at  a  tiiiie  and  ;:re.uud  and  pel- 
islied  them  on,  an  emery  Nxdieel.  IMi-.  \'ai  ;e  y  ]>uih  the  lone- housi' 
now  (jwned  ami  oc(aipied  by  lleniy  and  (Iior.iie  Ladd,  but  as  in; 
beeanic  ambitious  lie  sold  out  lo  Henry  and  l'~r;ink  S^^y^l^!^  whc^ 
did  not  riunain  Ions;-  in  tlie  busine-s,  ami  in  turn  -old  ou"^  to  N.  i). 
Ladd  and  D.  R.  Wi-ht  Laddvv  \Vi,i;ht  n.iade  a  .special!  v  of  nuik- 
in;;  dies  for  (aittiuf^-  sole  leather  and  othcu-  !hini;s  Mr.  Wi^hi  sold 
out  to  Mr.  Ladd,  who.  wiih  one  of  his  son-  under  the  uame  of  X. 
D.  Ladd  Son,  iliil  a  i.;.)od  bu.-iu(  for  sevi-ral  years.  Their  .sho]) 
was  burned  al.-o  al)out  twenty  year  -  a.j^o  and  t  he  present  >ho]>  was 


])nilr.  Al'trr  Mr.  N.  I).  Ladd  i-ii-s^'d  ;i  w  a y  his  sons  cari'iiM]  on  ilic 
busiiU'ss  for  scV('i-,il  years,  hut  iidnv,  alr!ii)Ui;h  the  caiial  srill 
t  luM-c  vt'udy  to  briii^;'  tlic  Nvalcr  lolhc  wdu  eh  the  wlu-rl  is  nilt- and 
tin-  sh()|)  is  ('n;])ry. 

Passin<^'  down  the  brook,  nearly  oj-jtM^ile  W'ni  W'liiit  -niori  's, 
was  a  potash  shop,  own-d  hy  Wheeloeh  iV  Torey.  Tiiey  hon-hc 
asht'.>  111  hir^e  (piantities  of  the  far.ners  and  one  day  Mr.  J^xhua 
Hyde,  who  was  rhe  larh(  r  ol'  .Mi'.  P,  1)  Kyde  and  Mr  (Je.  r,i:e  Ifyde, 
who  ^avt;  us  onr  lil)rar>',  lir.in;j;hl  a  load  nf  ashes  and  .Mi-.  Cotey 
\vent  over  with  hini  to  thti  sho])  to  help  nii!;iad  them,  ami  in  doin^^ 
so  Mr  Hyde  tound  a  few  nails  wliieii  hi'  ;;athered  up  yei-y  carrl  al- 
ly, snyinfj;-  "Nails  ai'e  miils  these  day.<,  and  \\f  musi  sa\-e  e\i  ry 
one  of  them,"  .and  in  a  little  shoi>  w  hii  li  stood  a  .-In at  di.vtanee 
alujve  the  au;,'ei-  sh'  p  nv;is  a  little  old  ]>',a(d;sniith's  shop,  in  A\  hieh 
ihf  nails  which  were  used  in  the  huildiii^' (d'  t he  Con;^r('e-a[ ioual 
c!iare,h  wert^  made  by  hand  a,  liumlie.d  a:id  tW'-ntj'-hve  years  a^o. 

Passing-  down  the.  road  toward  the  toNvn  we  ei-ine  to  tlie  shoj)  uf 
]v/.ekitd  .Mayo,  wh(j  imele  lipjit  I'ai  ni  wauons.  Mr.  Mayo  was  an 
eceeiitrie  charaetor,  nott'd  for  v^ayin^;'  shar[)  tbin^'s  Hr^  son.  wh.o 
^vas  located  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  persuaded  him  to  sell  out  and  ,^o  to 
liv(!  with  him.  Just  as  he  was  ready  to  '^u,  the  did  maji  weiit  to 
make  a  l"are^\•ell  call  on  a  n(  i,^hbor  .\s  he  N\ap,  about  to  lea^■e,  la>, 
said.  '"I  have  served  the  i)eople  of  Stnrhrid^^e  a  trick  which  iiu' 
Devil  never  dnl  "  His  hostess  suid,  "Why,  .Mr.  Tslayo,  wliat  do 
you  mean  by  thaty"  "Why,"  he  replieil,  "i  have  loft  them.''  ]\lr. 
Mayo  did  leave  us,  but  ^\■]u'ther  the  de\il  has  evor  left  irs  or  imt  i 
will  not  venttirc  to  say. 

A  little  farther  on,  on  thy  Ud't,  as  we  approach  the  Cdmmon,  we 
eomo  to  Mr.  Lewis  Pelton's  carpenter  shop.  .Mr  b*edt<in  wa<  a 
good  honest  carpentwr,  who  built  many  barns  in  <iitrerenc  ])arts  of 
the  town. 

Next  door  to  I\lr.  Pelton  \vaH  \Vaiai(»r's  blacksmith  slio]).  {>tis 
Warner  was  an  expert  earrni^e  black'smiih  ami  imm  d  thr>  .n-- 
via^^es  made  by  H.  M  Haynes  for  several  years,  until  !\bs-r5. 
Haynes  btarted  n  black'smith  sho})  of  their  own.  '^hi^,  of  conr~e, 
cutout  Mr.  Waruer'.s  business.    Ohas.  Warner,  his  who  uot 

th(i  idea  of  a  velocipede,  made  in  it  a  number  of  thi-m.  The 
wheels,  at  iirsl;,  v/ei\'  UxUch  hk'e  the  foi-.vard  ami  rear  wlieels  of  a 
c.onnnou  bu«j:,'j\v.  The  youn.u'  man  was  an  e.xiiert  riiler  and  -ave 
lessons  in  ruling'  am)  sold  some  of  them.  In  tinu\  the  forward 
^vhe(ds  k'i'ON\'  lar,uer  and  liic  tear  wlu'cis  .-aaaller  until  the  hrst  style 


ol"  l»i(',y('l.^  was  (^volved,  which  compicl ei y  w  ijud  out  tlu)  v*'l(»(  ii-t  <l»  h. 
'I'liat  shop  has  hot  ii  ulle  lor  Jnaiiy  vt-ars. 

Wo  will  now  f^M)  iieiUiT  the  (uxmnoii.  and  on  t  hr  cornfr  of  t  he 
('harlton  road  a  iiundird  years  nu^o  we  would  (ind  Jaifd  Laiiili, 
Es(|niro,  u  i)roniinont  citizen,  wlio  laiiU  that  hoiisf  and  also  th.- 
hnildinfs'  0(X'iii)i('(l  by  niys(df,  wlieiT  he  did  a  cu^toui  taiionnK 
])UHinoss,-  but  lu;  j^avf  it  u|>  and  went  to  k(t  |nnf,'  siorc;  with  hi5 
son-in-law. 

In  tlie  next  lionse  lived  Simeon  Allen,  a  ^^xid,  uld  fashioned  ens- 
toni  shoeniakur,  whose  sho])  was  the  next  l)iiildin«?,  now  a  dw(dlin|j: 
house.  ]Mr.  Allen  did  a  p)od  business,  made  and  mended  tin 
])oots  and  siiOes  for  nearly  the  w  hole,  town  for  si'\-eral  years,  em- 
l)loying  four  or  live  hands  and  usiuiUy  h<id  one  or  {\s\<  ai)iaentires. 
]  lis  son,  Chas.  N.  Alhui  learned  the  trade  and  also  (lias.  Fullor, 
who  (tame  down  from  Hrindield,  learned  thetr;id(!  and  mai'ried  Mr. 
Alh^n's  (iaii^hter.  Also  I'^rank  t'ooper  l»Mriird  the  ti'ade.  Thn.-e 
thrc^e  men  were  expert  ))oot  ma,l<ers  and  prided  thems(d\'eH  (Ui  mak- 
in;.;- nice  calf  boots.  After  Mr.  Allen  died  the  business  was  scat- 
tered amon^  several  small  shops. 

LJp  on  the  hill,  l>eside  the  town  hall,  li\cd  Oliver  laitlei-  Wi-ht, 
an  old  fashioned  cabinet  malcei',  wlio  made  bnreaus,  tables  and 
ooirnis  entirely  bylnui  l.  lie  sold  out  and  went  to  Sj)rin;4 lield . 
which  (dosed  n]>  that  business. 

.Iviji^ht  across  the  road  H.  and  .M.  Ifaynes  madi*  hurnesses  and 
wa^MUis  and  carria^^cs.  The  business  was  first  started  by  lienry 
Haynes.  Jr.,  in  a.  lit(l(!  shop  whieh  stKM-d  near  tlu'  hay  seali  s,  in 
wdiich  lui  madt^  harnesses  and  trimmed  the  carriages  nuide  by  Otis 
l)loo(l  iSc  Son  and  Jas.  I  *)at(rhe]der.  He  afterwards  bou^dit  the 
building  on  the  coriuT  and  made  it  into  a  siuip.  Il(>  usuall\-  em- 
])loye(l  four  or  five  men  and  usually  had  I  wo  or  three  apjireul  ices. 
They  had  a  horse  power  uiuler  ont^  end  of  tlie  sho])  and  also  in- 
stalled an  explosive  hot-air  ('n^dne.  This  may  have  l)een  tiu^  fore- 
runner and  origin  of  tlui  po])ular  ga.solinu  eneinc  of  today.  These 
shops  have  now  been  niade  into  tenements,  and  tlu'  busim>s 
given  up. 

Down  the  Union  road  a  siiort  distaneo  there  was  found  the  Diin- 
ton  blacksmith  shop.  They  did  a.  \cry  good  biis.uess.  having  a 
brake  for  shoeing  oxen.  After  Mr.  Diinton  du  d  the  shop  was  idle 
for  some  time.  Tiie  brake  was  taken  out  ami  the  shop  wa.^  sold  to 
J.  VI.  I'nrdy,  who  moved  it  to  the  rear  of  his  hou>e  wheri^  it  no\s 
Htamls.     Mr.  l\irdv,  who  is  the  last  relic  of  the  old   fashiiuied  vil- 
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l  i^M^  smith,  made  :i  briikc  aud  (XH'asioiiall y  a  yokr  of  oxvii  {.^dcs 
tlicrc  to  bo  shod.  INIi'.  Purdy,  althoiijj^li  Si  years  old,  is  still  alilo  ti) 
shoe  tliem,  in  fact,  lu;  has  the  only  arraiige'iiicnt  for  mil"rt  around, 
that  I  know  of,  when^  it  can  be  done.  At  the  toot  of  the  liill, 
wliere  the  Sturbridge  Post  Oflice  now  stttnds,  Mr.  Vj.  F.  Slmw  did 
a  tailoring  business  for  severa.l  yrars,  l)ut  he  afterwai'ds  gave  uj) 
thv,  business  and  it  was  carried  on  by  a  l\lr.  Wnkcflrid  a  short  tiiiie 
over  the  store  occui)ied  ])y  myBtdf,  but  Mr.  Waktdleld  went  away, 
whi(;ii  ended  tliat  business. 

Where  Mr.  A.  1^.  Clianiberlaiii 's  storrhnnge  now  stands  was  a 
carriage  siiop  occui)ied  by  Otis  Hlood  cv:  Sons,  'i'liey  Hold  out  and 
went  to  Worcester  iind  tiie  shop  was  occupied  by  J.  H  (Jriswold 
for  several  years  in  getting  out  gravestones  and  nioniunents.  That 
business  went  out  entirely  with  Mr.  Ch-iswold.  Across  the  com- 
mon, where  iStr.  Jamas  l*lim})ton  now  lives,  Mr.  James  Batcludkr 
ma(h'  carriages  and  wagons,  lie  also  gave  up  years  ago  and  tlie 
slujp  was  (X-cupied  atterwards  as  a  shoe  shop  l)}'  O.  N.  Allen,  ^vho, 
in  coni  j  any  with  Wells  Draper,  nuide  shoes.  That  shop  was  Hold 
and  moved  to  Fiskdahi,  where  it  is  now  a  two  tenement  house. 

Mr.  l>atclieller  had  a  brother  who  invented  the  idea  of  dropping 
corn  in  a  hoi  se  planter,  and  a  cousin  of  mine  who  became  interest<,'d 
started  Mr.  B.  to  making  them  in  the  building  now  owned  by  Mrs. 
S3'kes,  but  making  th(;m  l)y  hand  ^vas  not  i)rofitable  and  was  soon 
given  u[).  but  tin;  same  idea,  somew  hat  improvetl,  is  now  made  and 
is  used  in  corn  planters  all  through  the  west. 

We  now  come  to  the  Rice  IJaeksmitli  sho[),  wliere  three  geniM'a- 
tions  of  llices  did  a  good  business.  This  had  a  brake  for  slu)eing 
oKen  and  I  have  watched  the  curious  0[)eration,  \s'hen  a  small  boy, 
many  an  hour  Tlie  brake  lias  been  taken  out  and  in  the  slutj)  the 
sound  of  the  hammer  and  tlie  auvil  is  no  longer  heard. 

Across  t)ie  brook  and  on  its  lianlc,  but  not  dfri\  iiig  any  powt'r 
from  it,  stood  the  old  fai^hioued  tannery.  It  was  lirst  started  by 
iSamuel  an^d  Josiah  Hobbs.  They  sold  to  Southwick  &  Warner, 
who  again  sold  to  Nelson  liennett,  and  he  to  Hiram  Ilaskins,  \,  ho 
was  the  last  man  to  do  business  there.  Tho  tannery  was  a  good 
nuirket  for  the  hides  tlie  farmers  vv(;re  continually  taking  off,  and 
also  a  market  for  hemlock  barl<,  large  piles  of  which  i  often  saw 
around  the  yard.  The  main  building,  two  stories  high  with  an  ell, 
had  a  large  vat,  in.  whicdi  the  skins  were  tii'st  \)u{.  There  were 
also  eight  or  ten  vats,  feet  ])y  1,  three  or  f.'ur  feer  derp  iu  the 
yard  outside,  ami  a  bark  mill  in  w  hich  the  bark  was  ground  by 


Ji()i';-('  lower.    Now  rlu.'  liidcs  parlaMl  in  t  h.-st-  v;its  with  lla- 

tun  iiiul  kt'{)l  tinrc  for  wrd^s  or  i:iaiitlis.  'I'lnec  or  four  IuukIh 
ucre  usually  cinploycd  and  iiio.-,t,  of  tin-  learlh^r  was  sold  to  rlic  curd 
iiiaiiu'actari'j's  in  Lrictstcr  The  ](iiild;ni;s  lia  \  been  torndnwii, 
till'  vats  lillcd  up  and  not  a  vcsiij^i'  ol'  lliat  once  ii!i])ortant  industiy 
r  Mnains  Tin-  I[ol)l)S,  family,  wlio  Iwrd  near  the  t a n ncry ,  made 
whip  laslu'S.  braidinj;  the  in  cntiK  ly  liy  hand  out  of  sonu  of  tin; 
choicrst  ami  Ijcst  leather,  and  sold  tliem  to  the  stoi-(.\s  tliroii^.h  tlie 
country.  Ilohbs  lashes  w>'r(.'.  in  ,i;reat  d  'munuAvdu^n  1  was  a  boy, 
for  (.)x  whips, 

A  little  ways  up  the  hill  a  humli-' d  and  twenty  (tve  years  a^-'o, 
stood  the  line  old  colonial  house  of  Men.  Timoth}'  Ne\\'ell,  who  was 
a  very  thrifty  citi/,  n  (icii.  NeNVtdl  liad  a  stv»j-e,  a  cider  mill,  a 
sho]),  in  which  lu^  ninde  chairs,  spinning  wheel-  for  lioth  wool  and 
flux,  loonrs  for  wt  a\'i iiLMdol  h  ami  cradles  foi-  ;^M'aiii  an*i  for  babies. 
When  we  remember  that  iieai'ly  e\'ery  th^iHy  farmei-"s  house  in 
New  lMi;4land  iiad  to  Imve  llu'se  thin^^s  it  is  ea^}'  lo  scm  that  there 
was  a  j;ood  demand  for  ihem,  as  ihey  wei'e  all  made  by  ha  ml, 
which  was  a,  slow  jiroccss  compared  with  the  N\ay  such  tiiin{.;s  are 
made  now.  (rcn.  Newell  prosp"red,  had  nian\-  acres  of  land  and 
built  three  large  houses  in  town,  one  of  \N  hich  is  still  stamling^ 
and  is  in  use  as  our  alms  lunrse.  Kver\'  l)it  of  ( leii  Ninvell's  indus- 
try has  goue  exoept  the  (;i(ler  mill,  N\dnch,  for  many  yea)s  was  Mr. 
AYilljird's  studio,  and  is  now  Ihe  ver>'pr(  tty  home  of  ^\lrs.  frank 
Piit*e(i.  In  the  next  housi'  on  the  same  i'oailli\ed  L.-harles  ?\tason 
iind  Nathanitd  Johnson,  ])(_>th  cust(»in  shoemakers,  bat  that  busiiu'ss 
(lisapi)eariMl  with  ]Mr.  Johnson. 

A  very  origdnal  and  uniijue  industry  \vas  earned  on  l;y  .laine.^ 
Johnson,  "Uncle  Jim",  as  evi^ryone  c-alled  him  lie  lived  on  what 
is  now  our  t(jwn  farm,  and  liis  land  was  well  adapted  ior  g'rowin;^- 
clover.  Lrncle  Jim  tnade  a  I'oiuul  ti;;ht  floor  (»f  ithmk.  about  twenty 
feta  in  diameter,  with  a  rim  artiund  it  almui  a  foo*:  hi^h  wiiha 
post  in  the  center  about  four  feet  hi^^h  and  an  ai'm  I'Xtemlinj^'  about 
three  feet  outside  of  tho  rim,  running  through  an  old  mill  stone, 
al)Out  four  feet  in  diameter.  When  the  closer  seed  was  ready  to 
.shell  out  Uncle  Jim  bi-ought  it  to  tliis  circle,  laul  it  carefclly 
around  the  circle,  liitcdied  the  horse  t(»  the  end  of  tlie  arm  and  tin; 
mill  stone  thrt!shed  it  out  nicely.  I'mdeJim  did  a  g-ocd  business 
at  that  f\)r  many  years  until  the  soirel  got  so  thick  ammiu  the 
closer  that  his  siU'd  got  a  bad  rei)Utati<ui  and  he  guN'e  it  u]>. 

In  about  lyno  l<]lisl>a  Southwick,  having  scild  out  his  intert  st  in 
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the  tani](>ry,  (Iccidcd  to  p;o  to  mn nufjift ui'iti^;  .^lioos.  Tie  and  Aiiior 
Holbrook  built  a  shop  forty  by  fifty,  two  stoiit's  and  a  l)asenient,  on 
the  edge  of  the  conunon,  l)anlct'd  up  against  the  rocks  in  thv.  meet- 
ing house  hill.  He,  witli  E.  F.  Shaw,  first  started  the  business, 
but  Mr.  Shaw  soon  withdrew.  Mr,  Soutiiwick  made  a  coarse 
pegged  shoe  for  women,  and  not  lieing  a  practical  shoemaker  he 
ongaged  Mr.  (".  N,  Alleu  for  manager,  Mr.  Charles  Fuller  for  the 
upper  leather  department  and  Mr.  Frank  Cooper  for  the  sole  leather 
department.  Tlie  shoes  were  got  ready  for  l)ottom.s  in  the  slioP 
and  \vere  put  out  in  dozens  of  ])la(u.'s  all  aronnd  the  town  to  be 
bottomed,  all  work  being  (ioiie,  by  hand  (\\cei)t  the  sewing  of  the 
seams.  A  flourishing  businej^s  was  earried  on  until  Mr.  Southwick 
retired  and  his  son-in  law,  A.  ().  IMoise,  with  Hiram  Carter  for 
partner,  built  on  forty  feet  to  the  shop,  enlarged  the  business,  and 
.Mr.  ('.  N.  xMlen  engaged  in  business  in  hi.'^  sliO]).  T'usiness  was 
then  booming  in  Sturbridge,  but  not  for  long.  .Mr.  Allen  ;;ave  uj), 
sold  his  shop,  which  was  taken  dowi'  and  moved  to  Fiskdale.  .Mr. 
Carter  withdrew,  Mr.  Morse  soon  gave  up  and  inoved  away  and 
the  big  shop  was  deserted.  Several  vain  attempts  were  made  to 
get  some  business  started  there. 

One  warm  da,y  in  Marcli,  in  18s."),  Mr.  N.  S.  Taylor  and  Mrs. 
Taylor,  and  their  son  Fred,  who  was  in  business  with  .Mr.  Akers  in 
Charlton,  drove  up  to  my  store  and  iiniuired  if  the  hotel  was  for 
sale.  Mrs.  T.  who  was  n})okesman,  asked  if  1  supposed  she  could 
buy  the  hotel.  I  said  I  thought  she  could  as  L  had  heard  the 
owner  wanted  to  sell.  Just  as  tliey  were  driving  away  Mrs.  Tay- 
lor said  if  she  bought  a  hotel  she  wanted  a  skating  rink.  1  pointed 
to  the  shoe  shop  and  said,  there  is  one.  already  built  for  you. 
Roller  skating  was  then  on  the  top  wave  of  popularity,  but  I  had 
no  more  idea  that  she  would  buy  it  then  than  that  I  should  builil 
one  now,  but  in  three  weeks  tin.e  fhe  had  bought  it  ami  the  hotel 
also,  which  they  renovated,  and  then  .\lr.  T..  who  was  a  t;ar|)entei-. 
went  to  work'  on  the  shop.  He  cut  out  the  center  of  the  second 
story  floor,  leaving  a  gallery  on  thi'ee  sides,  ])ut  in  a  haul  wood 
floor,  bought  a.  lot  of  roller  skates  and  on  July  -1th  it  was  open*  1  as 
a  skating  rink,  with  great  flourish  oi'  truni])et.- and  a  band  of  music 
and  a  hundred  people  skating  all  day.  Things  wenr  on  swim- 
mingly until  the  next  suromer;  tlie  skating  was  getting  to  be  an 
old  story,  Mrs.  Taylor  died,  Mr,  T.  and  his  daughters  sold  the 
hotel  and  went  away,  still  owning  the  nnk.  'J'his  was  m)t  exactly 
an  industry,  but  it  might  be  called  an  indusrrial  amusement.    Th  c 


234 


filiop  was  uscmI  in  18^5  for  a  skiitiu;;  rink  in  fontioct ion  with  th^ 
hotel  but  soon  became  dilapidated  and  an  ej'e-sore  to  tlio  people,  of 
tlie  town,  and  how  to  j^et  rid  of  it  was  liie  qnestion.  Finally'  it 
was  su{,'gested  by  myself  that  the  town  buy  it  and  stdl  it  at  auction, 
to  be  removed.  That  was  done  audit  \vas  sold  to  Mr.  llufns 
(rifford.  who  took  it  down  and  removed  the  last  relic  of  tlie  most 
important  industry  Stiirbridge  center  ever  had. 

In  connection  with  tlie  shoe  business,  Wm.  A.  Taft  &  Son  mado 
shoe  stitl'euings,  employing  four  or  five  hands.  Mr.  Taft  gathered 
u])  the  small  pieces  of  scraps  of  Jeatlu^r  from  the  slumps  around  in 
the  different  towns  and  sorted  them  out  and  pasted  tliein  together 
and  did  ([uite  a  prolitalde  business  for  several  years,  but  that,  of 
course,  went  out  with  the  shoe  Inisiness. 

In  the  meantime  yessions  &  Bates  were  making  shoes  in  the 
tipper  part  of  the  building  in  which  tlie  Fiskdale  Post  Oftice  now 
i-.  They  made  a  coarse  russet  shoe,  which  was  sold  to  the  south- 
ern planters  for  the  use  of  their  slaves.  This  was  before  the  war 
and  was  wound  up  entirely  by  the  war.  W.  H.  Skerry,  with  Tru- 
njan  ''harles,  also  made  slu)es  in  ['"iskdale.  Thousands  of  i)airs  of 
long  legged  boots  were  brought  from  Brot)kfit:ld  to  be  soled  l)y  hand. 
Dozens  of  corsets  from  \V,  Brooktield,  In  the  ui»]ier  end  of  Fisk- 
dale was  a  tannery  carried  on  by  tiireo  generations  of  Aliens,  T^ib- 
(Mly  being  the  last  oiu',  whose  grandfat  lier,  Henry  Allen  was  a 
tanner,  a  shoemaker,  a  ])um])  uiak'(^r  and  a  malt  nuiker.  He,  with 
Edw.  Randall,  Sanrl  Tillingast,  James  Hopk'insand  Oonifurt  John- 
sou,  had  a  yarn  mill,  wliieh  .stood  near  where  the  lower  mill  now 
stands,  \vhere  t)ie  wool  and  (lax  were  nuide  ready  for  the  looms  and 
sold  to  anyone  who  wanted  ir.  Some  of  it  was  bronght  to  the  tan 
yard  here  tobe  colored  a  nankeen  yellow.  The  malt  house  stood  near 
the  north  end  of  the  old  stoiu-  block.  A  contract  nuide  on  Marcii 
23rd,  1814,  reads  as  follows  :-  "This  may  certify  that  I,  Eflw.  Ran- 
dall, will  receive  and  pay  Henry  Allen  for  all  the  yarn  he  may  get 
at  our  mill  in  Sturbridge.  fo)-  Jonathan  Hopkins.  Signed,  Jame 
Hopkins,  Edw.  Randall,  Samuel  Tillinga.^^r,  Comfort  Johnson." 

Char.'.oal  burning  was  o'iite  an  industry  of  importance;  chestnut 
wo(k1  was  piJeil  u[)  on  end,  covered  with  earth,  and  fires  set  under 
it,  which  were  ne\er  allowM^d  to  go  out  until  the  wood  was  chaneil 
into  ••oal.  Aai-on  Allen  and  Freeman  Lilley  had  coal  ijirs  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  town  and  Captain  Sim  Hooker,  Joseph  (rlea- 
son  and  Harvey  Plimpton  in  the  north  part  <^f  the  town.  That 
was  a  flourishinj^  industry  for  many  yeai-s  as  it  was  the  only  kind 
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of  coal  ill  use  for  a  loug  time. 

We  who  have  svtn  an:!  laiowii  liow  nearly  {■wvy  oiu-  of  tlifsf  in- 
dnstries,  10  saw  mills  at  oiu'  tiitic,  I*  t-idn-  mills,  'J  ^I'ii^'  mills.  lil>o 
the  Arabs  Avith  tlu-ir  tents,  silently  steal  away,  cannot  l»ut  notiiv 
the  great  change  in  the  character  of  the  j)eo])lc  and  the  great  loss  of 
the  revenue  they  brought  in  to  the  towii.  We  wiio  have  Ijeeu 
destined  to  remain  here  have  a  ([uiot  place  to  live  in,  but  the  <iuiet- 
iiess  sometimes  gets  a  bii  monotonous  to  tiiose  of  us  who  have  luid 
to  earn  our  living  here.  Although  with  the  boast  that  we  have 
more  money  per  (  r.pita  tiia:i  ever  befcjre  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
it  is  a  iiai'der  straggle  for  the  small  t'ariiier  or  the  small  business 
man  to  get  a  living  and  i)ay  his  taxi  s,  which  are  ai)ominably  higii, 
tliau  it  was  T.!  years  ago.  Tlie  <  onditions  are  well  ilL.sti'ateil  by 
the  following  poem  :  — 

THK  (JOOl)  OLD  TIMKS. 

^Vhat  easy  times  our  fath*  rs  had!  They  livei]  a  natural  way; 
To  earn  a  half  a  dollar  then,  tliey  had  tin/  whole  long  <lay. 
Some  fourteen  liours  did  they  have  tljis  meagii-  sum  to  Nvin; 
Tiu-  wh(»le  long  T)lessed  day  to  earn  a  half  a  dollar  in, 

Ifow  light  their  lot  compared  with  ours!  Wehave  io  spurt  and  spin, 
We  who  aj-e  granted  but  six;  hours  to  earn  twelve  dollars  in. 
Two  hiindi'ed  dollars  in  a  year  was  all  they  had  to  earn, 
i^ut  we  must  earn  live  thousand— will  those  old  days  ne'er  return  ? 

They  had  tw<  Ive  months  to  earn  it,  fourteen  hours  to  tlie  day  ; 
biut  u  e  ha\e  to  have  vai-ations,  wiiicJi  steals  //////'our  time  away. 
U'c'rc  only  six  hours  in  the  day  and  eight  months  in  tho  .i  c///-. 
In  which  to  earn  //rr  ///o//s.'/ //<•/— ah ,  too  great  the  sitrain  I  fear  ! 

— Sam  Walter  Foss. 

Hat  we  see  some  signs  of  the  tides  turning;  scjinething  seems  to 
say  to  us  that  it  would  l^e  better  to  get  l)ack  to  the  soil,  back  closer 
to  mother  earth,  back  to  some  of  the  good  old  fashioned  industries, 
back  to  a  more  simple  life. 
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